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COUNTER POINT

Max: 28.7OC
Min: 23.6OC 
RH: 76%
Rainfall: 000.0mm

Forecast: Generally cloudy
sky. Max/Min 

temp. 32/24 ºC

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE
Krodhi; Dakshinayana

Tithi: Bhadrapada Bahula Dasami
till 1.23 pm

Star: Pushyami till 1.22 am
(Saturday)

Varjyam: 8.11 am to 9.54 am 
Durmuhurtam: 8.32 am to 9.20

am; 12.31 pm to 1.19 pm
Rahukalam: 10.30 am to 12 noon

HIJRI CALENDAR
Rabi ul Awwal 23,1446 H

PRAYERS 
Fajar: 5.06 am

Zohar: 12.27 pm
Asar: 4.26 pm

Maghrib: 6.14 pm
Isha: 7.21 pm

SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.05 AM
SUNSET TODAY 6.07 PM

MOONRISE  1.25 AM
MOONSET 2.56 PM

K’taka withdraws
consent to CBI

Bengaluru: In order to exer-
cise control over the CBI

from taking the wrong path
in investigations, the

Karnataka Cabinet with-
drew its notification giving
“open consent” for the CBI

to probe criminal cases in
the state. Hereafter, the

state government will scru-
tinise case by case before a

decision is made.

■ Full report on Page  9

States get new
Mpox advisory 

New Delhi: The Centre on
Thursday issued a fresh

advisory to all states and
Union Territories (UTs) to
strengthen preparedness

for managing both suspect-
ed and confirmed cases of
Mpox, following the detec-
tion of India’s first case of

the Clade 1b strain. Last
month, the WHO declared a

public health emergency
due to the spread of this

strain. Union health secre-
tary Apurva Chandra asked

states to send samples
immediately to laboratories.

IN BRIEF

BHASKAR HARI 
SHARMA | DC
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 26

The battle for Haryana
heated up with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
launching yet another
blistering attack on the
Congress on Thursday. 

The Prime Minister
accused the Congress of
“wasting its time only in
internal strife” and claim-
ed “every child in Hary-
ana knows about the
Congress’ infighting.” 

Exhorting the people of
Haryana to give the BJP
another chance, Modi said
the Congress’ “loudspeak-
ers, which were initially
making huge claims, have
suddenly gone quiet.”

Going digital, Modi
interacted with Haryana
BJP workers through the
NaMo app, where he dis-
cussed fieldwork at the
booth level for the coming
state polls and encouraged
them to devise a strategy
for the party to win the
election. 

While alleging that the

Congress has failed as an
Opposition in the past 10
years, Modi claimed the
grand old party’s maxi-
mum time goes into infig-
hting and taking on each
other, about which every

child in the agrarian state
is aware of.  Attacking the
Congress, he said: “The
entire basis of those fight-
ing against us in the polls
is lies. They repeatedly
tell lies, their talks have
no head and tail and they
vitiate the atmosphere.
Some are saying the Cong-
ress is becoming weak ea-
ch day. During the past 10
years, the Congress has fa-
iled as an Opposition too.”

“The party remained far
from people's issues for 10
years… Such people can
never win the trust of the
people of Haryana,” he
said. 

Modi said the Congress
made tall promises in
Himachal Pradesh but
after it came to power in
the state, development ca-
me to a standstill and they
were unable to pay sala-
ries. One cannot imagine
how many atrocities were
committed against the
Dalits during Congress
rule in Haryana, he said.

■Page 7: PM to cadre: Expose
Cong.’s atrocities on Dalits

Cong. spends time
in infighting: Modi
Modi says party failed as Oppn in past 10 yrs

BALU PULIPAKA I DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on
Thursday said that near-
ly half the state’s irriga-
tion officials were
involved in the construc-
tion of the Kaleshwaram
project during the BRS
government tenure, and
there would be no depart-
ment left if action were
taken against them.

In a clear attack on the
previous government,
Revanth Reddy said:
“Had the decisions taken
by politicians not been
followed blindly, the cur-
rent situation would not
have arisen.”

The Chief Minister add-
ed that till date `1 lakh
crore was spent on Kales-
hwaram and another
`47,000 crore were need-
ed. “But not even one
lakh acres of ayacut has

been created. Who should
be held responsible,” he
asked. He contrasted this
with the Srisailam and
Nagarjunasagar projects,
which were functioning
well.

“Instead of blaming one
another, we should focus
on not making mistakes.
Water is not just that, it is

an emotive issue for
Telangana,” the CM said
at an event where
appointment orders were
issued to 687 assistant
executive engineers in
the irrigation depart-
ment.

■ Page 3: Revanth exhorts 
engineers to be true to work

Revanth slams BRSfor
wasting ̀ 1L cr on KLIS

CM to officials: Stand up against bad decisions

Union home minister Amit
Shah during a public meet
at Udhampur, in J&K. — PTI

New Delhi: The Centre
will soon require white-
listing of messaging lin-
ks, directing all telecom
providers to block SMS
traffic containing unap-
proved URLs, APKs or
OTT links. This measu-
re, aimed at curbing mis-
use of URLs, will be impl-
emented by October 1,
2024, the government an-
nounced on Thursday.
According to the Telec-
om Regulatory Authority
of India (Trai), over 3,000
registered senders have
already whitelisted more
than 70,000 links. 

■ Full report on Page 11

TELCOS TOLD TO
BLOCK ILLEGAL
LINKS BY OCT. 1

ASHHAR KHAN | DC
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 26

The Congress high com-
mand on Thursday pull-
ed up Himachal Pradesh
minister Vikramaditya
Singh over a contentious
decision requiring food
outlets across the state to
display the names of the
owners. 

Vikramaditya Singh,
who had lost the Lok
Sabha polls to Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) can-
didate Kangana Ranaut
from Mandi, was accused

of trying to follow the
“Yogi Adityanath” brand
of “communal politics.”

His move not only
sparked a backlash on
the social media but also
drew ire from the party
high command. Congress
leader Rajeev Shukla met
Singh and cracked the
whip. Shukla clarified
there was no need to dis-
play boards he added th-
at he has spoken to both
chief minister Sukhwi-
nder Singh Sukhu and
PWD minister Vikrama-
ditya Singh.

Cong. slams HP’s
nameplate diktat

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 26

The Supreme Court has
ruled that the Protection of
Women from Domestic Vio-
lence Act, 2005, applies to
all women in India, regard-
less of their religious or
social backgrounds. 

The bench, comprising
Justice B.V. Nagarathna
and Justice N. Kotiswar
Singh, emphasised that the
Act serves as a civil code
aimed at ensuring the pro-
tection of women from
domestic violence, irrespec-

tive of their religion or
social status.

“The Act is a piece of civil
legislation applicable to
every woman in India,
offering more effective pro-
tection of their rights guar-
anteed under the Constitu-
tion,” the bench stated.

This ruling came in
response to an appeal filed
by a woman challenging a
Karnataka High Court deci-
sion regarding the grant of
maintenance and compen-
sation. 

The woman had originally
been awarded `12,000 per

month in maintenance and
`1 lakh in compensation by
a magistrate in February
2015, under Section 12 of the
Act. 

However, her husband
challenged the decision,
leading to a protracted legal
battle.

The Supreme Court noted
that the husband’s appeal
had been dismissed due to a
delay but was later allowed
by an appellate court,
which directed the magis-
trate to reconsider the case
after both parties had pre-
sented further evidence. 

The woman, dissatisfied
with the appellate court’s
decision, moved to the High
Court, which upheld the
order to re-examine the
case in April last year.

In its judgment, the
Supreme Court referred to
section 25 of the Domestic
Violence Act, 2005 which
allows for the alteration,
modification, or revocation
of orders if there is a signif-
icant change in circum-
stances. 

■ Page 7: Bench clarifies law
on husband’s income

DV Act protects all women: SC
DV Act civil law, offers more protection, says top courtORDER | ORDER

THE entire basis of
those fighting

against us in the polls is
lies. Congress repeatedly
tell lies, their talks have
no head and tail and they
vitiate the atmosphere.
During the past 10 years,
the Congress has failed
as an Opposition too.

— NARENDRA MODI, 
Prime Minister

TERRORISTS WILL
MEET FATE OF
AFZAL GURU: SHAH

Selja, Bhupinder
join Rahul’s rally
DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI. SEPT. 26

With just nine days left
until polling in Haryana,
the Congress, led by
Rahul Gandhi, has ramp-
ed up its campaign effor-
ts, presenting a united
front by bringing party
heavyweights Kumari
Selja and Bhupinder Sin-
gh Hooda together on sta-
ge, despite ongoing spec-
ulations of internal rifts.

On Thursday, Gandhi
made his first appear-
ance on the campaign
trail in the agrarian state
with rallies in Karnal
and Hisar. He criticised
the BJP on various
issues, including unem-

ployment and the caste
census and expressed
confidence that the
Congress would win a
majority in the 90-mem-
ber Haryana Assembly.

■ Page 7: BJP has destroyed
Haryana prospects: Rahul

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy hands over an
appointment order to an assistant executive engineer
at Jalsoudha, in Hyderabad on Thursday.  — DC

New Delhi: The Centre
has extended the Armed
Forces (Special Powers)
Act (AFSPA) for six more
months in eight districts
of Nagaland, three dis-
tricts of Arunachal Prad-
esh, and other areas after
reviewing the law and
order situation. 

The AFSPA gives secu-
rity forces powers to
search, arrest and use
force in “disturbed are-
as.” In Nagaland, dis-
tricts including Dima-
pur, Mon, and Peren,
along with 21 police sta-
tions, have been declared
as “disturbed” until
April 2024. 

■ Full report on Page 7

SPECIAL FORCES
ACT EXTENDED
TO MORE DISTS

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi with party leader
Bhupinder Singh Hooda
in Haryana. — PTI

YUSUF JAMEEL | DC
SRINAGAR, SEPT. 26

Union home minister Amit
Shah on Thursday warned
the “promoters of terrori-
sm” in Jammu and Kashmir
and beyond that they will
meet the fate of the Parliam-
ent attack convict Muham-
mad Afzal Guru. Guru, a
resident of Doabgah suburb
of J&K’s north-western to-
wn of Sopore, who was han-
ged in Delhi’s Tihar Jail on
February 9, 2013. 

Shah, reacting to former
CM and National Confe-
rence leader Omar Abdul-
lah’s recent assertion that
Guru’s hanging served no
purpose, asked: “Phir kya
biryani khilani thi usko”? 

■ Full report on Page 7



Meeting by Dalit Journalists
Forum
Venue: Ravindra Bharathi
Time: 9 am 

Rhymes and story telling
techniques
Venue: Princess Esin
Women's Educational
Centre 
Time: 11 am  

Bathukamma Utsav 
Venue: Hyderabad Institute
of Technology and
Management (HITAM)
Time: 1 pm

Under 25 Summit: India's
Largest Youth Festival
Venue: Gurunanak
Engineering College
Time: 1 pm

Workshop on mobile and
data journalism 
Venue: Manuu
Time: 4 pm

Book release by Lekhini
Venue: Ravindra Bharathi
Time: 6 pm 

Pop-Up Exhibition:
Handcrafted pottery, 
jewellery, clothing
Venue: Clay & Glaze
Pottery Studio
Time: 11 am

Live performance by Rohit
Venue: Verandah By TSK
Time: 8 pm

Telugu comedy open mic
Venue: The Street
Time: 8 pm

Stand-Up comedy show by
Vivek Muralidharan
Venue: Garage Moto Cafe
Time: 9 pm 
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EVENTS 
TODAYTODAY Kothapet residents up

in arms against survey
PRATYUSH NALLELA | DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

Tension prevailed in
Chaitanyapuri and
Kothapet along the Musi
riverside, as residents
obstructed the officials of
the Musi Riverfront
Development Corporation
Limited (MRDCL), munic-
ipal and revenue depart-
ments and the HMWS&SB
from conducting sur-
veys.The officials arrived
at Maruthinagar,
Satyanagar Colony and
Janapriya Colony to
assess the encroachments
for the Musi riverfront
development project.
However, the hundreds of
residents gathered at the
spot, blocked their entry
and shouted abuses at the
officers.

For more than four
hours, officials requested
the people to let them do
their jobs and left the area
without conducting the
surveys as people refused
to budge. 

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, Charan, a resi-
dent of Satyanagar
Colony, said, “Instead of
demolishing the encroach-
ments on lakes, they are
coming to demolish the
houses of poor people like
us living along the Musi.
We have been living here
for many years, what will
happen to us if our houses
are demolished?”

Krishna Kumari, a
woman who lives in the
same area, demanded that
the government stop the
project. “We have been liv-
ing peacefully here, do not
make us homeless,” she
requested.

Musi Riverfront officials stopped from carrying out work

Musi riverbed residents get 2BHKs
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

Sixteen families who were
staying in nondescript
slums on the Musi
riverbed in Bhavaninagar
at Kothapet got pre-Dasara
gift with the government
shifting them to 2BHK
houses in
Vanasthalipuram. 

These families told
Deccan Chronicle called
the allotment of houses
came as a gift from the
state government, and
recalled their woes while
staying in their old tin
sheds.

“I never imagined that
for three members of our
family we will have a two
bedroom house,” said
Dobbala Manemma, a ben-
eficiary. Her two daugh-

ters are married and she
stays with her husband
and son in a tin shed near
the Musi. Pidugu
Narsamma, another bene-

ficiary, recalled the poor
sanitation and health haz-
ards caused by mosqui-
toes. “I thank Chief
Minister A. Revanth

Reddy for allotting me this
house.  A pucca house was
a distant dream for me,
and my family’s health
will no longer be at stake,”
she said.

Another resident noted
that they would continue
to stay with their neigh-
bours. “We are happy that
all the 16 families have
been relocated to the same
2BHK colony,” said anoth-
er beneficiary. Most of
them were discussing
whether to  shift immedi-
ately or wait for pethara-
masa dianalu (Pitru
Paksha) to end and
Navratri to start. 

“We have to check the
water and electricity con-
nenctions, but we are
happy  that we have a per-
manent house now,” said
Pentala Sailu. 

Building constructed illegally in the lake at Malkapur Pedda Cheruvu in Sangareddy district was  demolished with
controlled detonators by the authorities on Thursday.  — BY ARRANGEMENT 

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

In a joint operation, rev-
enue, panchayat and irri-
gation officials on
Thursday demolished a
four-storey building that
was built at Malkapur
Pedda Cheruvu in
Sangareddy district. 

The structure was con-
structed between 2012 and

2013 above the lake in
Qutb Shahipet area under
Survey No. 93 of Malk-
apur gram panchayat.

Owned by a Patancheru
resident, it was construct-
ed 12 years ago when the
Malkapur Pedda Cheruvu
had dried up. 

The structure was erect-
ed over 12 pillars to ensure
that the water does not
enter the building.

Incidentally, long stairs
leading to the building
were constructed in such a
way that there was no
need to step into the water. 

Locals said that the
owner's family used the
location as a weekend
retreat. It also boasted of a
swimming pool and water
fountains.

Tens of villagers gath-
ered near the structure to

see the demolition.
Detonators were placed in
the morning, and the
building collapsed after
the detonators exploded.
Debris from the demoli-
tion left two persons
injured.

An official on condition
of anonymity said that
they have issued notice to
the owners, and will take
action soon.

4-storeyed bldg razed in S’reddy

Experts call for Old
Jailkhana restoration
SANJAY SAMUEL
PAUL I DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

The collapse of a portion
of the 200-year-old Old
Jailkhana in Secund-
erabad on Wednesday has
sparked alarm among his-
torians and heritage
enthusiasts who wanted
the structure to be pre-
served as a historical
landmark. Many freedom
fighters were imprisoned
in the jail, it was stated.

Prof. Saraswathi, a me-
mber of the Telangana
History Congress, empha-
sised the importance of
preserving neglected her-
itage sites. “If these str-
uctures are not preserv-
ed, future generations
will be left with no monu-
ments. The Old Jailkhana

should be transformed
into a historic site open to
visitors, with relevant
exhibits displayed here,”
she stated.

Raj Tiwari, structural
engineer, expressed con-
cern over the stability of
the remaining portion of
the structure. “An imme-
diate structural integrity
survey is needed, espe-
cially since commercial
activities continue near-
by, putting people at risk.
If the structure is com-
promised, there is a sig-
nificant chance of further
collapses,” he warned.

Tiwari stressed the imp-
ortance of restoration,
suggesting that retro-
fitting should be under-
taken, similar to the work
done on the Purani Haveli
heritage building. 

One of the fami-
lies staying in a
slum being given
a 2BHK house in
Vanasthalipuram
on Thursday. 

I never
imagined
that for

three members
of our family we
will have a two
bedroom house.
— DOBBALA
MANEMMA

Over 1,000 structures marked
for demolition near Musi river
NABINDER 
BOMMALA I DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

Of the 2,166 structures
found encroaching onto
the Musi river catchment
area, marking of over
1,000 structures was com-
pleted by Thursday for
demolition and the entire
process is likely to be com-
pleted by Friday, officials
said. 

In Hyderabad, which has
1,595 structures, marking
of 941 structures was com-
pleted by Thursday. In the
Medchal Malkajgiri dis-
trict which has 239 struc-
tures and Ranga Reddy
district with 332 struc-
tures most of the struc-
tures have been marked
too, said an official from
the revenue department.
The officials first checked
whether the people stay-
ing there were property
owners or tenants. 

From the property own-
ers, they collected details
including Aadhaar, age,
caste and other details
who will be allotted 2-BHK
(two bedroom-house
kitchen) houses, accord-
ing to officials. After con-

vincing them that they
will get houses, they wrote
‘RB-X’ with red paint on
the walls. “RB stands for
river bed and X indicates
that the house has been
marked,” said an official.
He further said that they
convinced the people that
they will be given a 2BHK
house and only then
marked their house.

This task was executed
by 16 teams of Hyderabad
district, five each of
Rangareddy and Medchal-
Malkajgiri districts. Each
team consisted of a tahsil-
dar, revenue inspector
(RI), surveyor, GHMC offi-
cial and a cop each in addi-
tion to their personnel.
Saidabad, Nampally,
Amberpet, Asifnagar,
Uppal, Gandipet  and
Rajendranagar are some
among several mandals
where the structures were
marked for demolition.

At most places the task
of marking the structures
was done peacefully with
cops being present but at a
few places including at
Kothapet, the situation
turned tense. However, the
situation was brought
under control by police.

Officials begin 
collection of
Aadhaar cards and
other documents of
residents in
Chaderghat,
Moosapet and
Shankar Nagar in
Musi river area,
who were affected
by demolitions, on
Thursday.    — DC

ILLEGAL SHOPS
DEMOLISHED IN
BHADRACHALAM
P. SRINIVAS I DC 
KOTHAGUDEM, SEPT. 26

Bhadrachalam gram pan-
chayat officials on
Thursday demolished
more than 15 shops that
were built over a drainage
canal after laying con-
crete slabs over it.
Officials stated that all
structures illegally built
on the drainage canal
would be removed.

Meanwhile, residents of
Nehrunagar, located near
the irrigation tank
Saddala Cheruvu, in
Suryapet district prevent-
ed officials from 
the revenue, municipal,
and irrigation depart-
ments from surveying
houses within the full
tank level (FTL) and
buffer zone.

Sensing the tension
among the residents, the
officials left without
marking the houses. 

● ● For over four hours,
officials requested people
to let them do their jobs
and left the area without
conducting the surveys.



IN BRIEF
Identify non-Hindus

in temples: BJP
Hyderabad: Goshamahal BJP

MLA T. Raja Singh here on
Thursday urged AP Chief

Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
to constitute a task force to

identify non-Hindus working in
temples to remove them imme-

diately. “Some of them were
working in Srisailam temple.

When they don’t believe in our
religion, why should they work

in our temples?” he asked.
Raja Singh said he would write
a letter to Chandrababu Naidu

requesting to set up a task
force committee to identify

other communities’ employees
working in temples to remove

them immediately.

Hyderabad: The state govern-
ment announced on Thursday
that former Union minister G.

Venkataswamy’s death anniver-
sary will be observed as a state
function on December 22 every
year. A state-level event will be
organised at Ravindra Bharathi,
and collectors across the state
have been instructed to com-

memorate the occasion in their
respective district headquarters.

Venkataswamy, affectionately
known as 'Kaka', was a towering
Congress leader from Telangana

in undivided Andhra Pradesh.
He passed away on December

22, 2014, at the age of 85.
The government’s move comes

in recognition of his contribu-
tions to the state and the coun-

try during his political career.
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TG to collect citizens data for
family health programme: CM
L. VENKAT RAM 
REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

Chief Minister A. Reva-
nth Reddy announced on
Thursday that the state
government would com-
mence collecting the data
of four crore citizens
within 30 days under the
‘Family Digital Health’
programme. He pointed
out the absence of acces-
sible health records forc-
es citizens to undergo re-
peated medical tests each
time they visit a hospital.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the Durgabai De-
shmukh Renova Cancer
Centre in Vidyanagar, he
stressed the importance of
digitising health records
pf the state’s population,
stating that health and
education were the gov-
ernment’s top priorities.

“By collecting and digi-
tising health data, we are
making sure that medical
history is readily avail-
able, ensuring better and
faster care. This will also
reduce unnecessary repe-
at tests and ease the he-

althcare process,” Revan-
th Reddy said. He added
that the government
would seek collaboration
with institutions like the
Andhra Mahila Sabha
Durgabai Deshmukh
Trust to help gather and
digitise citizen heath data.

The CM stressed the
need for affordable cancer
care and expressed con-
cern for families facing
financial difficulties due
to expensive treatments.
He applauded the hospital
for establishing the can-

cer centre, promising to
positively consider the
proposals put forth by the
institution.

Health Minister Da-
modar Rajanarsimha hig-
hlighted the growing
number of cancer cases,
many of which are detect-
ed at a late stage. To com-
bat this, the state govern-
ment plans to establish
cancer centres at the dis-
trict level in a phased
manner, aiming to imp-
rove early diagnosis and
treatment accessibility. 

Uttam congratulates
new irrigation AEEs
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

Irrigation minister N.
Uttam Kumar Reddy con-
gratulated the 687 new
assistant executive engi-
neer recruits to the irri-
gation department to wh-
om appointment orders
were handed over on
Thursday declaring that
they should take pride in
the fact that they will
now be part of one of the
most important depart-
ments of the government.

He was addressing the
recruits at a function at
Jalsoudha in the pres-
ence of Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy, who Utt-
am Kumar Reddy noted
was the first Chief Min-
ister to visit the depart-
ment headquarters.

The irrigation minister
said that of the recruits,

480 were men, and 207
women. Of these, 351
were civil engineers, 93
are mechanical engi-
neers, while 149 were
electrical engineers, and
94 were agriculture engi-
neers.

“Every one of you will
be posted in the field, at
different projects after
training at Walamtari.
Take the training very
seriously. And do not ask
for this or that posting,
that will not happen,
though women may get
some consideration,” he
said. 

CM stresses need for affordable cancer care in Telangana

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy inaugurates the
Durgabai Deshmukh Renova Cancer Centre on
Thursday. Health minister C. Damodar Rajanarsimha
was also present. — BY ARRANGEMENT 

Ponguleti says skill
colleges in all dists

CM reminds new engineers of KLIS failure
FROM PAGE 1

Chief Minister A. Reva-
nth Reddy exhorted the
engineers to be bold, true
to their work, and not
hesitate to call out mis-
takes if they think some-
one up the chain of com-
mand was making them.

“Look at the Kalesh-
waram project. Everyone
in the department blames
everyone else for what
happened saying their
superior officer said do
this, or do that. Make
Kaleshwaram project yo-
ur study area. Learn how
not to do things from that

experience. I am saying
this on record from Jala-
soudha. You must think
why the mistakes happe-
ned,” Revanth Reddy said.

The Chief Minister said
irrigation officials going
in front of the Justice P.C.
Ghose commission of
inquiry had no answers
and were reduced to shift-
ing blame onto others or
their superiors.

“The blame is travelling
up and down the chain of
command. It is when
faced with challenges and
mistakes, your education
should come to bear. Send
wrong decisions back

pointing them out so that
mistakes do not happen,"
he added.

"Learn on the field,
learn your work. Only
those who rise up from
the ground become suc-
cessful. There was a time
when engineers would
wake up at 5 am, get out
on field work, and write
their reports. This prac-
tice has been ignored in
the past few years. Be the
force that will give
Telangana a great
future," the Chief
Minister said.

"Get your inspiration
from the likes of

Mokshagundam Vis-
weswaraya who built
Himayatsagar and
Osmansagar which even
after 100 years serve as
drinking water sources
for Hyderabad. Decide on
who your ideals should
be. The likes of
Visweswaraya or those
who built the collapsed
Kaleshwaram," Revanth
Reddy said, taking his
attack on Chandrashekar
Rao further.

Revanth Reddy added
that any of the new assis-
tant executive engineers
seeking a specific post-
ing, or coming with rec-

ommendations, would
end up in a remote post,
possibly in the middle of
a forest.

“If anyone comes with
any sort of recommenda-
tion, from trying to use
political obligation as a
reason, or otherwise, I am
instructing the irrigation
secretary to post them in
a forest location.
Sometimes it is good to
stay hungry and make do
with just one meal.
Hunger keeps you
focused. Focus on your
work, not on the place of
posting,” Revanth Reddy
said. 

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

Revenue minister Ponguleti
Srinivasa Reddy announced
that the state government
will establish skill develop-
ment colleges in every dis-
trict to enhance employabil-
ity of the youth.

The announcement was
made during an event or-
ganised by the National Ins-
titute for Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises in
Yousufguda on Thursday.

The minister stressed the
government’s commitment
to the welfare of Telangana’s
youth, outlining a series of
measures aimed at imp-
roving their job prospects.
He highlighted the establish-
ment of the Skill University
of Telangana, which will
begin offering admissions
from this academic year.

This university, a public-
private partnership, will
provide a range of certifi-

cate, diploma, and degree
courses tailored to meet
industry demands, ensur-
ing students gain the skills
necessary for employment.

Srinivas Reddy announced
that skill development col-
leges will soon be set up in
every district headquarters
across Telangana, expand-
ing access to quality train-
ing.

These colleges are part of
the state’s broader goal to
make Telangana a hub for
worldclass talent, attracting
investors and creating job
opportunities both locally
and globally.

Kaka’s death anniv
on December 22

Hyderabad: State BJP president
and Union minister G. Kishan

Reddy said that HYDRAA must
follow principles of natural jus-

tice and be compassionate
when demolishing the homes of

the poor. In an open letter to
Chief Minister A. Revanth

Reddy, Kishan Reddy said
13,000 poor families reside in

the Musi catchment area.
“Before demolishing their

homes, the government should
make alternative arrangements

like providing them with double
bed-room houses before going

ahead with the project,” he said.

BJP moots 2bhks
for lake oustees

Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy

DIST UNITS SLAM HCA FOR U-19 SELECTION
NEERAJ KUMAR I DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

The Hyderabad Cricket Ass-
ociation (HCA) has gone ah-
ead and knit together a te-
am for the Vinoo Mankad
Trophy for Under-19, which
is being hosted in Mohali
from October 4 to 10, with-
out conducting a pre-selec-
tion tournament. 

Having drawn condemna-
tion from all quarters, incl-
uding district units, the
HCA has now agreed to con-

duct a tournament in War-
angal, which serves no pur-
pose as the team has already
been selected. District  asso-
ciations from Karimnagar,
Adilabad, Khammam,
Warangal, Mahbubnagar,
Medak and Nizamabad have
protested against the HCA,
which has done away with a
combined districts team.

Karimnagar district cric-
ket association president V.
Agam Rao said not even one
player from the district fig-
ured in the 80-odd probables.

● IRRIGATION MINISTER
N. Uttam Kumar Reddy
lauded A. Revanth Reddy
for being the first Chief
Minister to visit the
department
headquarters.
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IN BRIEFS
Unidentified man

found dead

4 women arrested
for card games

Hyderabad: An unidentified
body was found near a restau-

rant at Balajinagar, Miyapur
police inspector Durga

Ramalinga Prasad said on
Thursday. The victim was sus-

pected to be a mendicant. The
body was shifted to the Gandhi
Hospital mortuary to ascertain

the cause of death. 

Hyderabad: TG police arrested
four women for playing cards at
a hospital in Nizamabad, police

also seized `15,000 in cash,
mobile phones. Women

belonged to doctors families. 

WOMAN DUPED OF
`61 LAKH IN 
JOB FRAUD

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

An unemployed woman look-
ing for a job stumbled upon a
promising offer: Write reviews
of hotels and earn a fee.  
According to a complaint reg-

istered with the Rachakonda
cybercrime police, the 34-year-
old Uppal resident, came
across a WhatsApp message
that contained an offer for a
part-time job. All she had to do
was write reviews of hotels
online and get paid.She
applied, and was approved to
started posting her reviews.
Every time she posted a
review, she was shown a false
receipt showing that some
amount had been deposited in
her bank account. When she
wanted to withdraw some
money, a caller victim told her
that she had to pay a fee first.
The victim first paid the fraud-
ster `5,000. Over the period of
a week, she ended up paying
`61,65,200. Whenever she hesi-
tated to pay up, the group
members on WhatsApp insult-
ed her for not trusting the job
and the bosses. 

After Maoist attack,
police step up vigil
MOULI MAREEDU I DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

A day after Maoists
attacked a police camp
base in Cherla of
Bhadradri Kotha-
gudem district, police
swung into action and
started identifying the
left-wing extremists
and their dalam details. 

A senior officer said
that they have inputs
that Maoists Telangana
battalions might have
participated in the lat-
est attack. 

“Anticipating further
threat, senior officials
did not visit the spot
suspecting that the
extremists could have
planted IEDs. Once the
route is cleared, senior
officers will visit the
spot and analyse the
incident,” sources said.

The state police offi-
cials have obtained
leads that the banned
party has been target-
ing police base camps
for the past few months
not only in Telangana
but also bordering
localities in an attempt
to create disturbances. 

“In the Cherla inci-
dent, they used many
under-barrel grenade
launchers but fortu-
nately 80 per cent of
them failed. We defused
them. A probe is on to
identify dalam mem-
bers,” officials said.

Telugu ex-actor
nabbed in Goa

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD SEPT. 26

A special team of the
Kacheguda Government
Railway Police arrested a
four-member gang for
drugging a passenger and
recovered `4.5 lakh worth
stolen jewellery from
them. 
The GRP was acting on a

complaint of a farmer,
Siddesh, of Hasan district
of Karnataka on
September 22. 

The gang had fed him
sedative-laced biscuits on
Mysore Express and
robbed him. 
Siddesh woke up in Beng-

aluru and found his two
gold rings and a gold chain
missing. 

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

Tollywood actor Abhishek,
wanted in drugs cases, who
has eluded the police drag-
net since 2012, was arrest-
ed by a special team of
TSNAB from his hideout
in Goa.

Abhishek, who reported-
ly has a strong nexus with
bulk cocaine suppliers
from South Africa, has
been supplying cocaine in
bulk to locations in
Mumbai, Goa and Pune,
police sources said.

A native of Uttar
Pradesh, Abhishek was
arrested in a drug case in
2012 when he was travel-
ling with one G.
Srinivasulu. They were
caught with 10 packets of
cocaine during police
checks. Also arrested were

Naveen and two Nigerians. 
After his arrest by the SR

Nagar and Jubilee Hills
police, Abhishek obtained
bail but did not attend
court even once. An NBW
was issued against him,
police said.

The police learnt that
Abhishek was running a
restaurant in Goa and was
dealing in drugs from
there. A special team of
TSNAB tracked him in Goa
and arrested him. He was
produced before the court
on Thursday, police
sources said.  

Much earlier, he was
arrested by the city task
force for organising gam-
bling at his house in SR
nagar. 

Abhishek acted in over
six Telugu movies before
his role in the drug trade
was exposed. 

500% spike in noise
complaints to police
Strict action on those using high-level DJ sound systems
PRIYA RATHNAM I DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

City police commission-
er C.V. Anand on
Thursday highlighted
the problems of using
high-decibel DJ systems
and said that strict legal
action would be taken
against those who vio-
late instructions with
regard to such systems
and fireworks.

Anand was speaking at
a round-table confer-
ence involving political
leaders and other stake-
holders, to discuss a ban
on DJ systems and fire-
crackers during reli-
gious processions.

Many sought removal
of the word ‘religion’ in
the phrase. Political rep-
resentatives raised
issues like employment.

Anand noted that
there was a 500 per cent
increase in calls to the
police with regard to
noise during the Ganesh
celebrations, due to the
use of DJ systems.

BJP MLA Raja Singh
said that a decision was
already taken on the
issue and the meeting
was just a formality.
There are numerous
Hindu festivals involv-
ing sound and music
and that will be contin-
ued as per tradition, he
said and suggested a
decibel lock system. 

Congress MP Anil
Kumar Yadav highlight-
ed the unemployment
problems faced by DJs,
generator operators,
and autorickshaw driv-
ers relying on festival
income. He called for
evolving alternatives if
a ban was imposed.

Legislator Danam
Nagender said politi-
cians should take a
stand and say no to
events with DJ systems. 

Majlis Bachao Tehreek
(MBT) spokesperson
Amjed Ullah Khan stat-

ed that change should
come from within, and
there is no need for
political or religious
leaders. He also urged
the police to focus on
vehicles with modified
silencers and to shut
down shops offering
such services. 

Bhagwant Rao, gener-
al secretary of
Bhagyanagar Ganesh
Utsava Samithi (BGUS),
condemned the police
for their inaction while
planning to ban DJ sys-
tems. He urged them to

remove the word ‘reli-
gion’ from their confer-
ence title. He questioned
how loud music was tol-
erated during political
events.

Rachakonda commis-
sioner Sudheer Babu
tried to drive home his
point using instances
featuring Lord Shiva
and Lord Vishnu. 

Anand said that it was
now time for action. He
said that all points
raised during the meet-
ing would be duly
reviewed. 

Hyderabad commissioner C.V. Anand hosts a round table discussion on noise
pollution at the Command and Control Centre. Public representatives, govern-
ment officials and other stakeholders participated. —S. SURENDER REDDY

Tension near border
due to combing ops
P. SRINIVAS I DC
KOTHAGUDEM, SEPT. 26

Tension prevailed in
the Telangana-
Chhatisgarh border
area as the police
intensified combing
operation in the forests
after Maoists made an
abortive attempt to
destroy a CRPF base
camp with a barrel
grenade launcher
(BGL) at Punuguppa of
Cherla mandal in the
district late on Wedn-
esday night.

The grenade fell short
of the camp of the 81st
Battalion of CRPF whi-
ch is pursuing anti-M-
aoist operations. CRPF
personnel retaliated
and the exchange of
fire between continued
for 20 minutes. After
the firing ceased, CRPF

and Greyhounds per-
sonnel launched a
combing operation in
the area.

The attack and the
aftermath left the
locals of
Ra ghunadhapalem,
Chinthakunta and
Punuguppa in a state of
panic. The district
committee of Adivasi
Hakkula Sangham
released a letter, stat-
ing their rejection of
the Maoist activities
and support to develop-
ment. The sangham
questioned why the
Maoists were celebrat-
ing 20 years of forma-
tion day. Over, 5,500
Dalits and Adivasis
died after joining the
banned outfit, believ-
ing the false stories of
Maoist leaders, the
sangham said.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

The Cyberabad econom-
ic offences wing (EOW)
police on Thursday
arrested Chandrasekhar
Vege, managing director
(MD) of Goldfish Abode
Private Limited, for
allegedly misappropriat-
ing funds worth `6.81
crore. 

The police said they
had received a complaint
from one Vikrant Reddy,
secretary of the Zresta
Villas Owners MMACS
Ltd at Kokapet, owner of
one of the villas.
According to the com-

plaint, there are 27 mem-
bers in the villa complex.
It was alleged that Vege
allegedly carried out
unauthorised registra-
tions through his direc-
tors between 2020 and
2023 and also violated
the development agree-
ment that was signed
with the society mem-
bers. 

“Vege took `25 lakh
each from 27 of us for a
corpus fund and mainte-
nance. He did not repay
us nor did he carry out
any maintenance work,”
alleged Vikranth.  

“The construction for
the villas started in 2015

when I bought one of
them. Until 2022, no
major maintenance
works were carried out.
We have paid `14,68,103
towards the corpus fund
and `10,57,035 towards
maintenance. However,
no maintenance works
were carried out,”
Vikranth alleged. 

According to the sale
deed prepared at the

time of the registrations,
the villa owners were
promised an interest
amount, which was
allegedly never paid by
the accused. 

“Each one of us paid
`14,68,103 towards cor-
pus fund, which acts as a
fixed deposit, with an
interest rate of 6.5 to 7
per cent interest. 
When we asked for the
interest amount, 
he refused to pay,”
Vikranth told Deccan
Chronicle. Sridhar, a
villa owner, accused
Vege of creating nui-
sance in the society.
“Lately, he has been

sending workers to do
some work. We started a
pass system to ensure
the security of the resi-
dents, but he objected to
it. On Wednesday morn-
ing, he started abusing
our security guards.” 

A video of Vege quar-
relling with the security
guards was circulated 
on social media plat-
forms.  

Vikranth said the accu-
sed had around 12 crim-
inal cases registered
against him in the
Cyberabad commission-
erate limits and the PD
Act was invoked against
him. 

Goldfish Abode MD held in `7cr fraud

MAN STABS 
EX-GIRLFRIEND
AFTER  BREAKUPSTUDENT GETS 

3-YEAR JAIL FOR
ASSAULTING MINOR

MBBS STUDENT
DIES, KIN ALLEGE
NEGLIGENCE

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

The Fast-Track Special
Judge for expeditious
trial and disposal of
Pocso Act cases at LB
Nagar court on Thu-
rsday sentenced a stu-
dent to three years in jail
and a fine of `7,000 for
sexually assaulting a
minor. The court ord-
ered a compensation of
`1 lakh to the victim.

The convict, Arra
Ramesh, was arrested by
LB Nagar police in 2017
after the victim’s family
members lodged a com-
plaint against him for
sexually assaulting the
minor. The accused was
booked for stalking and
harassing the minor.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

A 22-year-old MBBS stu-
dent died while undergo-
ing treatment at a hospi-
tal at about 7 am on
Thursday, KPHB police
SI Suman said. The
deceased, Varun
Choudhary, was suffer-
ing from appendicitis.
After his death, his fami-
ly alleged medical negli-
gence but did not lodge a
complaint with the
police. 

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD SEPT. 26 

A man attacked his for-
mer girlfriend, a BTech
student, with a knife for
ending their relation-
ship, Uppal police said.
Police arrested the
accused, R. Sai Kumar,
24.  Police said Kumar
and the victim, hailing
from the same village in
Bhongir, had been in a
relationship for three
years. The duo broke up
a month ago, and the vic-
tim had been avoiding
his calls or texts. 

The accused in
Thursday went to her
college in Moinabad to
meet her and returned
in a bus to Uppal. There,
Kumar allegedly attem-
pted to grab her phone
but she prevented him.
Kumar then took out a
knife and attacked her. 

MAN MURDERS
DAUGHTER’S
FATHER-IN-LAW
DC CORRESPONDENT
NIZAMABAD, SEPT. 26

A man murdered his
daughter’s father-in-law
at Kanjar in Mopal man-
dal on Wednesday night,
suspecting him to be
responsible for the sui-
cide of his daughter two
months ago.  The
accused was identified
as Satyanarayana, his
daughter who died by
suicide as Bhavitha and
the victim as Narahari.
Police said that
Satyanarayana had set
out to murder his son-in-
law Govardhan at his
residence. Noticing the
presence of Narahari,
Govardhan’s father,
Satyanarayana and his
associates threw mirchi
powder and stabbed him
and escaped.  
Mopal police registered

a case and are investigat-
ing. The body was shift-
ed for post-mortem at
Government  Hospital.

BOLLABOINA 
SHAKUNTALA BAI
W/o Bollaboina Balaiah Yadav

(Retd. SBH Manager)
DOB: 12.08.1942   DOD: 27.09.2021
“Though you left us your memories

remain in our hearts forever.”
INSERTED BY: FAMILY MEMBERS
3rd DEATH ANNIVERSARY Today at
our Residence at B-52, SBH Colony,

Saidabad, Hyd.
Ph: 9849320234, 9912153676

3rd DEATH ANNIVERSARY

MEMORIAL SERVICE

R. PAUL PRASAD
S/o Mrs. & Mr. R. Devanandam

D.O.B: 27-10-1950  D.O.D: 24-09-2024
At St. George’s Church, 

Abids on 28-09-2024
Saturday at 11 AM

Inserted by: FAMILY MEMBERS

(S/2425/D00624)

IN LOVING MEMORY
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old
order of things has passed away.”

Revelation 21:4 

Mrs. MANORAMA
PURUSHOTHAM M.A., B. Ed.
Retd. Head Mistress, Methodist Boys

High School, Hyd. T.S.
W/o Mr. K. John Purushotham 

DOB: 18-03-1938    DOD: 27-09-2022
“Losing you broke our hearts, but
knowing you’re safe in the arms of

LORD JESUS brings comfort to us.”
Inserted by:

Husband, Children & Grand Children

(S/2425/D00622)

12th DEATH ANNIVERSASRY
And I will dwell in the House of the Lord
forever. PSALMS- 23:6

Late  S. S. RAJARATHNAM
D.O.B: 01-09-1929   D.O.D: 27-09-2012
12 Years has Passed away we always 

cherish your good deeds.
Your’s loving:

S.R. Sanjeev Kumar - Son (Advocate)
Hannashirley - Daughter-in-law

S.S. Sheeba Naomi - Grand Daughter
S.S. Sam Bendict - Grandson

(S/2425/D00615)

●A VIDEO of Vege, the
managing director of
Goldfish Abode private
Limited was seen
quarrelling with the
guards.

GANG HELD FOR DRUGGING, STEALING
JEWELLERY OF `4L FROM PASSENGER

BGL shell
used by
Maoists tar-
geting CRPF
base camp in
Bhadadri dis-
trict.
— DC

HC issues bailable warrants on ex-cop
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

The Telangana High
Court issued bailable
warrants against
retired additional DCP
Suhas Chaturvedi for
his disregard to the
court by not responding

and keeping quiet for 12
years in the criminal
contempt case filed
against him on charges
that he gave a false oath
before the court. The
court also directed
Chaturvedi to pay
`10,000 personal bond
for release on bail.

The division bench,
comprising Chief
Justice Alok Aradhe
and Justice J. Sreenivas
Rao, was dealing with a
suo motu criminal con-
tempt case ordered by
the HC in 2012 against
Chaturvedi, B. Anjaiah,
then CI of Chilkalguda

police, police official K.
Venugopal and home
guards. They were
involved in forcible evic-
tion of a woman from
her rented house at Flat
No. 402, Saraswathi
R e s i d e n c y ,
P a d m a r a o n a g a r ,
Secunderabad.
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HC UPSET WITH
ATTITUDE OF

HEALTH VARSITY
VUJJINI VAMSHIDHAR I DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

The Telangana High Court
expressed its displeasure over
the rigid stance adopted by
Kaloji Narayana Rao
University for Health Sciences
(KNRUHS) on the definition of
‘local’ in admissions to MBBS
and BDS courses.

As the university refused to
consider a ‘state recommend-
ed’ military school student as
a local candidate, the High
Court asked the state govern-
ment to intervene and consid-
er the student as a local candi-
date.

A division bench, compris-
ing Chief Justice Alok Aradhe
and Justice J. Sreenivas Rao,
was dealing with a petition
filed by Chepuri Avinash, who
did his schooling from class 8
to 10 in Rashtriya Indian
Military School at Dehradun,
following the selection and
recommendations of the
Telangana government to the
military school from the state
quota. Further, he completed
his intermediate course in
Telangana. During the admis-
sions of MBBS, the university
refused to treat him as a local
candidate, stating that his last
four years of study were not in
Telangana.

Legal notice to KTR for
linking bizman to Amrut
BRS leader given 24 hours to give written apology
BALU PULIPAKA I DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

BRS working president
K.T. Rama Rao was on
Thursday slapped with a
legal notice for his allega-
tions that Soodini Srujan
Reddy, who he claimed
was Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy’s brother-
in-law, received undue
benefits and was handed a
`8,888-crore contract by
the state government.

The notice from Srujan
Reddy’s legal counsel cha-
rged Rama Rao with mak-
ing “false, malicious, poli-
tically-motivated, and vin-
dictive statements” agai-
nst Srujan Reddy and Sh-
odha Constructions, the
company run by him,
“without any basis or sub-
stantiation.”

Rama Rao was also accu-
sed of making unfounded
and defamatory stateme-
nts in the media about Sr-
ujan Reddy and “falsely
implied” that Srujan Red-
dy was related to the Chief

Minister and as a result
secured a contract worth
`1,377 crore for executing
works related to Central
government’s Amrut
scheme.  

The BRS working presi-
dent was given 24 hours to
issue a written public apo-
logy for making false and
defamatory statements ag-
ainst Srujan Reddy and Sh-
odha Constructions “for
harming and damaging his
hard-earned reputation
and goodwill,” and also
“remove/delete/take down
the defamatory content fr-
om the social media acc-
ounts and websites main-
tained and controlled” by
Rama Rao, and the BRS

and also desist from mak-
ing further comments
against Srujan Reddy.

Srujan Reddy’s counsel
said if Rama Rao did not
issue the public apology
and withdraw his com-
ments, “appropriate legal
proceedings, both civil
and criminal in nature”
would be initiated against
the BRS leader.

The 56-page notice said
that Rama Rao had cla-
imed that a company that
had only `2 crore in prof-
its was given contracts
worth `1,377.77 crore thr-
ough favouritism by the
CM. Rama Rao, and the
BRS, amplified the all-
egations, following a state-
ment released by the BRS
leader that the company
did not meet the financial
qualification to bid for the
tender, the notice said.

The notice said Shodha
Constructions entered into
a joint venture with AMR
Private Limited, and IHP
Limited to bid for a tender
announced by the Telan-

gana government, and that
the contract was awarded
through the tender process
after the combined resou-
rces of the three compani-
es were considered by the
government.

The notice further said
the total value of the work
under Amrut 2.0 scheme
was around `3656.78 crore
and nowhere near `9,000
crore as claimed by Rama
Rao, which was a fictitious
and bogus number. The
tender awarded to the joint
venture was around `1,110
crore. The ratio of the JV
bid was 51:29:20 with AMR
holding the highest share,
followed by Shodha, and
IHP, which meant Shodha
will get works worth only
`321.9 crore.

“These vital aspects have
been deliberately concea-
led” by Rama Rao “with
malicious intent. It shows
a deliberate attempt” to
misguide the public with
the “sole object of causing
reputational damage” to
Srujan Reddy, it said.

Ambekar award for Sanjeeva Reddy
DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

The Rashtriya Mill Mazd-
oor Sangh, Mumbai, has
conferred the coveted G.D.
Ambekar Shram Ratna
Award to Dr G. Sanjeeva
Reddy, president of the
Indian National Trade
Union Congress (Intuc)
for his meritorious serv-
ice over the decades.

The sangh is celebrating
its 75 years in the service
of the Indian labour
movement. The award
was announced by Sachin
Ahir, MLC and former
minister of Maharashtra,
and Gawde, director of
G.D. Ambekar Institute of
Labour Studies, Mumbai.
They said that this was in

appreciation and recogni-
tion of the yeomen servic-
es rendered by Reddy,
especially in taking for-
ward the movement.

Dr Sanjeeva Reddy has
served as chairman of the

labour cell of the All India
Congress Committee
(AICC). He voiced collec-
tive opposition to anti-
labour policies that were
unleashed due to unhin-
dered globalisation.

SAALINI LOKESH I DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

The state government is
planning an ambitious sc-
heme of taking students of
state-run schools and col-
leges to major tourist desti-
nations, tourism minister
Jupally Krishna Rao told
Deccan Chronicle in an
exclusive interview.

Official orders for this
scheme, called ‘Telangana
Darshini’, were issued on
Thursday. It will be applica-
ble to students from Class 2
to graduation. 

The minister said, “While
Kerala leads the way in tou-
rism, we are committed to
ensuring that our state re-
aches the top position. By fo-
cusing on our natural at-
tractions — forests, rivers,
and wildlife sanctuaries —
and prioritising environ-
mental conservation in sens-
itive areas, we are preparing
to offer new experiences.”

This scheme will make
government education insti-
tutions more attractive, as
well as boost state tourism.

“Previously, the govern-
ment was progressing at a
snail’s pace, but now we are
committed towards taking
giant strides in tourism. As

World Tourism Day (Sept.
27) approaches, Telangana
is set to celebrate sustain-
able tourism, infrastructure
development, and engaging
new sectors like IT,” he said.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of engagement with
the IT sector, the minister
said, “Many IT profession-
als from Hyderabad travel
to destinations in Karnata-
ka and Maharashtra on
weekends. Telangana Touri-
sm aims to introduce these
travellers to beautiful, less-
er-known destinations with-
in the state, offering them
quick and easy weekend get-
aways. “Telangana is also
working on developing tou-
rism circuits across its 33

districts, each with its
unique attractions. Howe-
ver, lack of infrastructure
for hotels, toilets, and cha-
nging rooms have been a
challenge. To address this,
the department is exploring
public-private partnerships
to develop necessary ameni-
ties.” he said

On Friday, the official ev-
ent will be held at the Nati-
onal Academy of Tourism
and Hospitality Managem-
ent, Gachibowli.

“The event will feature cu-
ltural programmes and key
policy announcements for
tourism development. The
Chief Minister is likely to
attend the event,” Krishna
Rao said.

State planning tourism
gift for students: Min.

Key policy announcements awaitedNEW | EVENT

Notices to widen
road for Old City
Metro in 3 months
SANJAY SAMUEL
PAUL I DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

Authorities plan to
complete issuing
notices to all 1,100 prop-
erties identified for
road widening along
the Old City Metro Rail
route. Roads will be
expanded to 100 feet
and up to 120 feet at sta-
tion locations. So far,
400 notices have been
issued, and land acqui-
sition is set to begin
soon.

Chandrayanagutta
junction will serve as
the main station for
this line.

N.V.S. Reddy, manag-
ing director, Hyderabad
Metro Rail Limited,
said that all 103 reli-
gious and other sensi-
tive structures along
the route will be pre-
served using innovative
engineering solutions
and careful adjustment
of pillars and station
locations.Reddy stated
that the detailed project

report (DPR) had been
completed and would
be submitted for
approval. He said that
due to changes in the
Hyderabad Airport
Metro Rail alignment, a
new study has been ini-
tiated as per the Chief
Minister's instruc-
tions.The new proposed
routes include
M a i l a r d e v p a l l y,
Aramghar, and the New
High Court at
Rajendranagar, cover-
ing 4 km. Additional
expansions include 14
km from Miyapur to
Patancheru via
Chandanagar and
BHEL, 12 km from
Raidurg to the
Financial District via
Biodiversity Junction,
and 8 km from LB
Nagar to Hayatnagar
via Vanasthalipuram.

Reddy also mentioned
that the Airport Metro
Rail will be extended to
the Future City's Skill
University, with stake-
holder meetings cur-
rently underway.  

Curious kids

Schoolchildren take a look at the exhibits displayed at CSIR-NGRI as it celebrated the
83rd foundation day of CSIR as ‘Open Day’ on Thursday. — DEEPAK DESHPANDE

Office-bearers of the Rashtriya Mill Mazdoor Sangh
honour Intuc president Dr G. Sanjeeva Reddy.

Excise aims for 25 pc rise in Dasara sales
L. VENKAT RAM 
REDDY I DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

The state excise depart-
ment is aiming for a 25 per
cent increase in liquor
sales during the upcoming

Dasara and Bathukamma
festive season in October,
compared to the correspo-
nding period last year. Last
October, liquor sales rea-
ched `2,900 crore, but offi-
cials said the department
is now targeting `3,625

crore in sales. Excise rev-
enue remains a key finan-
cial source for the state.

Dasara and Bathukam-
ma, the biggest festivals in
Telangana, witness hei-
ghtened celebrations both
in cities and rural areas,

driving significant increa-
ses in liquor consumption. 

Traditionally, people
return to their native vil-
lages to celebrate these
festivals in a grand style,
further boosting demand
for alcohol.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

IT and industries minister D.
Sridhar Babu said Telangana
was powering India’s position
as the global leader in pharma-
ceutical production and exp-
orts, pointing to the state’s per-
formance during the Covid-19
pandemic.

“During the Covid-19 pan-
demic, four vaccines were
manufactured in India, out of
which three were produced in
Hyderabad,” Sridhar Babu
said at the inauguration of ‘In-
dia Lab Expo-2024’ at Hitex on
Thursday. Addressing repre-
sentatives from the pharmace-
utical industry, he said, “One-
third of all vaccines in the co-
untry are supplied from Telan-
gana. Additionally, 30 per cent
of the (national) pharmaceuti-
cal production happens within
the state, and 40 per cent of the
medicines exported from India
come from Telangana.” He
added 50 per cent of bulk drug
exports were from Telangana.

He said Telangana held a 19
per cent share in life sciences
and med-technology start-up
ventures. Over the past four
years, the life sciences sector
has attracted investments wo-
rth `10,000 crore. Owing to the
state’s industry-friendly envi-
ronment, pharma and life sci-
ences companies are viewing
Telangana as a key destination
for expansion, the minister
noted. He expressed happiness
that 25,000 products from 25
countries were showcased at
the Lab Expo. Notable pharma
industry leaders, including
Bhupinder Singh, Harshit
Shah, and Dr. S.V. Veeramani,
were present at the event.

K.T. Rama Rao

TELANGANA DARSHINI
ELIGIBILITY

I CATEGORY:
Classes 2 to 4
(One-day trip;
`300 per stu-

dent): Nearest
monuments or

heritage sites or
parks within the
same village or 

mandal.

II CATEGORY: Classes
5 to 8: Places within
20 km to 30 km (One-
day trip; `800 per 
student).
III CATEGORY: Class 9
to Intermediate:
Places with 50 km to
70 km (two days trip;
`2,000 per student)

IV
CATEGORY:
Graduats:
Places any-
where in the
state but out-
side their dis-
trict (four-day
trip; `4,000
per student) 



SHORT TAKES
HYD TO SEE MORE
RAIN THROUGHOUT

THIS WEEK: IMD

DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

At the International Start-up
Festival (ISF), Telangana high-
lighted its intention to expand
beyond traditional technology
sectors by fostering a diverse
startup ecosystem, including
agriculture and health tech. IT
minister D. Sridhar Babu,
stressed the need for innova-
tion-driven growth and inter-
national collaborations to pro-
pel the state into a global hub
for next-generation startups.

The three-day festival, the-
med ‘Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship in the AI Era,’ wit-
nessed over 5,000 delegates fr-
om 15 countries at the Engi-
neering Staff College of India
in Gachibowli. The Intern-
ational Startup Foundation
(ISF), co-powered by NTT
Data, signed 12 MoUs with key
institutions like Singularity
University, We-Hub, and the
US India Chamber of Comm-
erce, aiming to boost next-gen-
eration innovation. A new con-
cept, ‘Junicorns’, was intro-
duced to encourage young
innovators to transform ideas
into sustainable businesses. 

The event featured the Jun-
icorn pavilion and the ISF Pit-
ch Fest, where winners eme-
rged from a competitive pool of
startups, showcasing Telang-
ana’s rich entrepreneurial tal-
ent. D. Shetkar Suresh Kumar,
MP for Zahirabad, and IAS
officer Jayesh Ranjan, inaugu-
rated the ISF Expo, which sh-
owcased over 200 start-ups. Dr
J.A. Chowdary, chairperson of
ISF, announced the ‘Ankura
Yatra,’ a plan to identify rural
innovators across Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh, aiming
to bridge the urban-rural div-
ide through technology-driven
solutions.s 

DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

Scattered rainfall for the sev-
enth consecutive day resulted
in waterlogged streets and sig-
nificant traffic delays across
the city. Intense rain affected
surrounding areas. The IMD
has indicated that Hyderabad
will see consistent rainfall
throughout the week.

According to popular weath-
er blogger Balaji T, Hyderabad
will witness a two-day break
from the rains on September
27 and 28. However, he cau-
tioned that high humidity and
thunderstorms are expected to
resume from September 29,
impacting various parts of
Telangana.

The IMD has issued a yellow
alert for several districts in
Telangana, warning of heavy
rain accompanied by thunder-
storms and lightning. The dis-
tricts under the alert include
Vikarabad, Sangareddy, Med-
ak, Hanamkonda, Mahabub-
abad, Khammam, Bhadracha-
lam, Kamareddy, Nirmal, Jag-
tial, Bhupalpally, Bhadradri
Kothagudem, Adilabad,
Nizamabad, and Karimnagar.

These areas are likely to
experience isolated spells of
heavy rain, lightning, and
gusty winds of 30-40 km/h on
Friday.
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Brimming Jalpally drowns
illegal buildings, car sheds 
MRITTIKA 
BANERJEE I DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

The Jalpally lake near
Pahadishareef has filled
up, submerging illegal
structures along its
banks, including houses
and sheds constructed
near the proposed Metro
Rail route to the
Shamshabad airport.
Polluted lake water,
mixed with garbage, was
seen overflowing onto the
main road, forcing vehi-
cles to slow down.

The lake’s waters inun-
dated a shed filled with
dilapidated cars, sending
them floating. Elsewhere,
the rising water, mixed
with debris and waste,
lapped at the walls of res-
idential buildings. The
lake’s deteriorating con-
dition is largely due to
unchecked encroach-
ments, poor drainage sys-
tems and waterlogging. 

For many, the problems
extend beyond mere
flooding. Homes have
become uninhabitable
due to water entering

kitchens and
b at h ro o m s.

“The drainage water has
come inside our houses,
into the kitchen and
bathroom. This flooding
has been happening for
two years now,” said
Sudha (name changed), a
resident.

“When we complained,
GHMC workers cleared
the water. But, as soon as
it rains again, we face the
same situation within ho-
urs.”  After the downpour
on Wednesday night, Su-
dha's house was cleared
of water by Thursday
morning. With more rain
forecast, she fears water
will enter

the house again.
Residents also say

many of them are suffer-
ing from fever and mos-
quito-borne diseases like
malaria. Residents say
the situation has wors-
ened in the last two yea-
rs. Some families have
also been forced to leave
their homes and seek
shelter with relatives.
Jalpally is part of the
Maheshwaram Assembly
constituency, represent-
ed by BRS MLA Sabitha
Indra Reddy. The issue
has been taken to her
notice.Protection of

w a t e r

bodies in Jalpally has
been an ongoing concern.
In April, the Telangana
High Court took suo mo-
tu cognisance of the iss-
ue, following media rep-
orts, and issued notices
to the Chief Secretary
and municipality offi-
cials to address the issue
of encroachments, par-
ticularly on the lake's
eastern side. Once cover-
ing over 250 acres, the
lake has now shrunk to
half its size due to encro-
achments, many alleged-
ly backed by local politi-
cians.

The lack of action is
f u r t h e r

compounded by the fail-
ure of a beautification
project announced in
2021 by the HMDA. The
`9.5 crore project prom-
ised walkways, a cycling
track, an open gym, and
other facilities around
the lake. However, no
work has begun. "If the
beautification had been
taken seriously, Jalpally
might not be in this situ-
ation today,” a resident
said.

When contacted,
municipal officials said
that they faced a paucity
of funds because of
which they could not
implement long-term

solutions. 

(Left) Overflowing water in Jalpally lake submerges car sheds near Pahadishareef. (Right) The roads in
Pahadishareef covered with rainwater, inconveniencing commuters. — P. SURENDRA

CITY BRIEFS

INTACH, HECS WORKSHOP CREATES
AWARENESS ON HERITAGE CLUBS

EXPERTS DISCUSS ADVANCEMENTS
NEEDED FOR DEFENCE SELF-RELIANCE
Hyderabad: Top experts
discussed critical advanc-
ements needed for India’s
defence sector to achieve
self-reliance during a
two-day conclave jointly
organised by the Defence
Research and Developm-
ent Organisation (DRDO)
and the Indian National
Academy of Engineering
(INAE), aims to address.

The 11th Engineers

Conclave was inaugurat-
ed by Dr Anil Kakodkar,
former chairman of the
Atomic Energy Commi-
ssion, and DRDO Dr
Samir V. Kamat. Dr G.
Madhusudhan Reddy and
J.J. Jadhav steered con-
versations around the
strategic priorities of
additive manufacturing
and advanced defence
technologies.

JAM-PRONE
AREAS CHECKED
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD SEPT. 26

Cyberabad police com-
missioner Avinash Moh-
anty and joint commis-
sioner of traffic D. Joel
Davis inspected traffic
jam-prone areas on
Thursday. This inspec-
tion was carried out in
collaboration with mul-
tiple stakeholders, inclu-
ding the GHMC, south-
ern discom and Town
planning officials and
was meant to implement
measures aimed at red-
ucing road congestion.

The officers covered
the JNTU-Yashoda ROB
road, Siddhi Vinay-
aknagar, Madhapur, and
the NIA service road.

2 TRACED FOR
OBSCENE DRIVE
PRIYA RATHNAM I DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26 

Balapur police traced
the two youngsters for
allegedly indulging in
obscene behaviour
while riding on a two-
wheeler in public, and
registered a case of pub-
lic nuisance against the
duo on Thursday. 
The police identified the
couple after going
through CCTV cameras
in Balapur, after their
video was posted on
social media. 

The duo, identified as
Wasif Arshad and
Annapurna Sharma of
West Bengal, was issued
notice and counselled by
the police.  

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

The Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultu-
ral Heritage (Intach) and
its heritage education
and communication serv-
ice (Hecs) organised a
two-day workshop for
teachers of schools to
establish heritage clubs
and integrate textile edu-
cation into school cur-
riculums.

It brought together
teachers from 26 schools,
all of which are part of
the Intach heritage club
network.

Although textile inter-
sected with subjects like
science, history and geog-
raphy, it was neglected in
the to school curriculum.
Further, with the intense
globalisation local tex-
tiles were getting erased,
it was stated

“If schools adopt one
kind of textile or village
craft, it makes a signifi-
cant difference in pre-
serving local heritage,”
said Purnima Datt, prin-
cipal director of Hecs,
Intach. According to Pur-
nima Datt, “Students ne-
ed to know about the tex-
tiles of their own state.”

Green channel to fund irrigation projects:CM
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on
Thursday instructed
finance department offi-
cials to open green chan-
nel payments for work on
irrigation projects that
are nearing completion
in order to ensure faster
irrigation to more
acreage before the start
of the Kharif crop sea-
son.

Reddy said projects in
the Godavari and Krish-
na basins on which 75 per
cent or more work had
been done should be the
priority for completion to
bring them on stream.

“By doing so more aya-
cut can be irrigated
before the next Kharif.
Take quick and prompt
action to remove any hur-

dles. Officials from irri-
gation, power and rev-
enue departments should
hold joint meetings to
discuss any emerging
issues, including land
acquisition, and find
solutions and prepare
action plans for project
completion,” the Chief
Minister said.

The top priority, he
said, should be for proj-
ects that can begin pro-
viding irrigation in the
next six months. Focus
should be on projects that
can be fully completed in

the next two years, and
not chase those which
will require five years or
more as spending right
now should be on those
that can be turned
around quickly, he added.

Irrigation minister N.
Uttam Kumar Reddy,
ministers Ponnam Prab-
hakar and Tummala Nag-
eswara Rao, and princi-
pal secretaries of finance
and irrigation depart-
ments, Ramakrishna Rao
and Rahul Bojja, and sen-
ior officials took part in
the discussions.

Reacting to a submis-
sion that the irrigation
department was facing
challenges with respect
to dues it owes to Transco
and Discoms, Revanth
Reddy suggested that
irrigation officials meet
officials from the utilities
to find a way forward.

“Irrigation engineers
played a crucial role in
the Telangana movement
and they should take note
of the fact that their jobs
are vital for the progress
of the state. Water is not
just a commodity but an
emotion for the people.
Officials should be on
field and not locked up in
their offices,” he said.

On land acquisition, the
Chief Minister urged the
officials to adopt a
humane approach and
discuss the issues with
people whose lands are
being sought for the proj-
ect, by taking assistance
from elected representa-
tives.

Irrigation officials gave
a presentation on Chinna
Kaleshwaram, Modiku-
ntavagu, lower Peng-
anga, Chanaka Korata,
Devadula lift irrigation

scheme, Sripada Yellam-
palli, Koilsagar, Kalwa-
kurthy lift irrigation
scheme, SLBC tunnel,
Dindi lift, SRSP II and
Sadarmet barrage.

They informed Revanth
Reddy that these, along
with a couple of other
projects, are among those
that can be completed
fast.

Later, the Chief
Minister discussed each
project related issue via
videoconference with
irrigation officials work-
ing on these projects. He
asked them to discuss the
issue of siltation at vari-
ous irrigation projects
and the best methods to
attend to the problem. 

Bojja informed that a
recent study found that
on an average all the irri-
gation projects were 25
per cent silted up.

ISF members present
Zaheerabad MP D. Suresh
Kumar a memento at the inau-
guration of the International
Startup Expo on Thursday.

SCB’s 60-km road
widening by 2026
RACHEL DAMMALA I DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

A total of 60 km of roads
under the Secunderabad
Cantonment Board (SCB),
including SH-1 and NH-44,
will be widened to end grow-
ing traffic woes.

Officials of the SCB and
the state road development
authority (TGR DA), at a
recent meeting, decided to
significantly transform the
stretch from Bo-laram to
Bowenpally which is used by
2 lakh vehicles daily.

The SCB and the
Telangana government have
sanctioned an initial budget
of `5.4 crore for the works,
which are planned for com-
pletion by 2026. The project
will involve clearing various
encroachments along the
designated routes.

A special grievance cell has
been set up to address the

issues of residents and busi-
ness owners.

The SCB's meeting on road
widening comes in response
to the increasing traffic con-
gestion, particularly along
the ECIL crossroads and
Secunderabad routes.

The expansion of the
National Highway-44 route
is anticipated to play a key
role in enhancing connectiv-
ity between the northern
and southern regions of the
city. Plans include the con-
struction of elevated corri-
dors at crucial junctions to
mitigate congestion.This
comprehensive plan also
includes the construction of
service roads and footpaths
to ensure safety and accessi-
bility for pedestrians.

The board has proposed a
series of public consulta-
tions to keep the stakehold-
ers informed throughout the
construction phase.

IT MIN STRESSES 
ON INNOVATIVE

GROWTH IN STATE

Drainage water enters houses, many suffer from viral diseases 

● CHIEF MINISTER said
projects in the Godavari
and Krishna basins on
which 75 per cent or
more work had been
done should be the
priority for completion 
to bring them on stream.

HC tests RWA managers’ power
L. RAVICHANDER
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

The Telangana High
Court will hear an appeal
on the powers vested
with the manager of resi-
dential apartments with
regard to disconnection
of essential services for
non-payment of dues. It
pertains to the inaction
of TSSPDCL to discon-
nect power to residents of
Pride Residency at
Hanuman Tekidi for
alleged failure to pay for
a new flooring in the
parking lot. The panel,
comprising Chief Justice
Alok Aradhe and Justice
J. Sreenivas Rao, was
dealing with a writ
appeal filed by Pride
Residency Welfare
Association. The appel-
lant filed a petition stat-
ing that every flat owner
was required to pay
`34,000 for the parking lot
but only nine obliged.
Because of this, the other
occupants were suffer-
ing. The petitioner said
that the Telangana
Apartments (Promotion
of Construction &
Ownership) Act, 1987
conferred powers on the
manager or the associa-
tion to take action. As
services like electricity
and power connection
are provided by the
TSSPDCL, the issue can-
not be handled by the
manager. Moreover, the
state was not providing
any enforcement agency
due to which the petition-
er was unable to take any
action against unofficial

respondents. Per contra
the respondents contend-
ed that the petitioner
cannot seek direction to a
statutory authority to act
as per his directions and
the claim of the petition-
er to disconnect power to
the respondents’ house
was without authority.
The judge pointed out
that Section 21 of the Act,
conferred power on the
manager to cut-off, with-
hold, curtail or reduce
any supply or service
enjoyed by an apartment
owner, which are provid-
ed or being managed by
the manager, like provi-
sion of a lift, common
area maintenance, light-
ing, water supply from
the overhead tank, etc. It
does not take into its
ambit services which are
being provided directly
by third parties like
direct power supply to
the house, Internet and
telephone services, The
judge accordingly dis-
missed the writ petition
as devoid of merit. The
panel after perusing the
records ordered notices .

TRANSSTROY CHIEF
MOVES HC ON LOC

The Telangana High
Court granted liberty to a
person, against whom a
LOC (look out circular)
was opened, to move an
appropriate application
seeking permission to
travel abroad despite a
pending criminal case.
The order was made by
Justice C.V. Bhasker
Reddy in a plea challeng-
ing the LOC issued on

Cherukuri Sridhar, direc-
tor of Transstroy (India)
Limited. The company
was declared as an NPA
following loan default
and was alleged to have
committed bank fraud of
over `7,000 crore.  A
chargesheet was filed
against the company and
others before the addi-
tional chief metropolitan
magistrate, Nampally.
The petitioner the LOC
was issued at the behest
of Bank of Baroda. The
petitioner challenged the
legality of the official
memorandum issued on
February 22, 2021, by the
Union home ministry,
which provides for guide-
lines for opening LOCs.
The judge, refusing to
grant any relief in the
interim application, post-
ed the main petition for
further adjudication.

BAR ENROLMENT
DELAY CHALLENGED

Justice B. Vijaysen Reddy
took on file a writ plea
challenging the actions of
the Bar Council of
Telangana in withhold-
ing the enrollment of a
lawyer. The judge was

dealing with a writ plea
filed by Vedula
Kiranmayi, a student
from Pendekanti Law
College. The petitioner
alleged that despite meet-
ing all the requirements,
her application submit-
ted on August 20
remained unprocessed.
Counsel for the petition-
er also contended that
the enrolment process
was earlier stayed by the
Supreme Court due to
revision in the enroll-
ment fee structure.  It
was the case of the peti-
tioner that the authori-
ties cannot sleep on the
rights of persons who
can start their practice
only after being enrolled
as members.  Since the
stay was lifted and the
process resumed on
August 14, there has been
an unexplained delay in
enrolling eligible candi-
dates. The judge ques-
tioned the standing coun-
sel for the state Bar
Council and Bar Council
of India regarding the
next enrollment date.
The standing counsel
sought additional time.

PLEA FILED ON
POLICE PROMOTIONS 

The Telangana High
Court will hear a writ
plea challenging the
actions of the state home
department and the DGP
for alleged discrimina-
tion while promoting
inspectors. Justice Pulla
Karthik took on file a
writ plea filed by ten
inspectors alleging that
they were not promoted

to the post of deputy
superintendent of police
along with other inspec-
tors during the panel
year 2022-2023 as per the
rule of reservation. The
petitioners alleged that
actions of the respondent
authorities were illegal
and in violation of the
Constitution. The peti-
tioners also rely upon the
apex court judgement,
sought a direction to the
respondent authorities
for promoting them with
immediate effect with all
consequential benefits.
The judge after hearing
the petitioners directed
the government pleader
to get instructions from
the respondent authori-
ties and posted the mat-
ter for further adjudica-
tion.

CAB DRIVER IN 
DRUG CASE GETS BAIL

Justice Juvvadi Sridevi
of the Telangana High
Court granted bail to a
cab driver, who was in
judicial custody for
allegedly carrying 8.5 kg
of amphetamine in his
car. The judge was deal-
ing with a bail applica-
tion filed by Ashagona
Vinod Kumar, who was
travelling in his cab
along with the other
accused. The petitioner
contended that he was
innocent. The additional
public prosecutor con-
tended that specific alle-
gations were levelled
against the petitioner. 

Full reports in 
deccanchronicle.com

LEGAL STORIES

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

The state government will
open a 'Pravasi Prajavani'
counter at Praja Bhavan,
Begumpet, on Friday to
address the grievances of Gulf
workers and NRIs. Transport
minister Ponnam Prabhakar
will open the counter at 10 am
on Friday. Pravasi Prajavani
will operate every Wednesday
and Friday, providing a plat-
form for expatriate workers
and their families to seek
assistance and solutions for
their problems.

Prominent attendees will
include Prajavani incharge G.
Chinna Reddy, MLAs from con-
stituencies with a large high
number of expatriates, mem-
bers of the TPCC NRI depart-
ment, families of Gulf labour-
ers, Gulf workers union lead-
ers, and other key leaders from
various organisations.

TG PLANS PRAVASI
PRAJAVANI AT

PRAJA BHAVAN



FAULTY WELDING,
RUST CAUSED FALL
OF SHIVAJI STATUE
BHAGWAN PARAB | DC
MUMBAI, SEPT. 26

The faulty welding work, inter-
nal corrosion and weak frame
are found to be the major rea-
sons for the collapse of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s
statue at a Malvan fort in
Sindhudurg district of
Maharashtra. The state gov-
ernment’s probe committee, in
its report, has also blamed lack
of maintenance for the stat-
ue’s crash.

The 35-feet statue of the leg-
endary Maratha king,
unveiled by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on December 4
last year on the occasion of
Navy Day celebrations, col-
lapsed at Rajkot fort in Malvan
on August 26. While, the inci-
dent created a huge uproar in
Maharashtra, who hold the
king in deep reverence, it also
caused an immense embar-
rassment to both the state and
central governments.

3 TOP MAOISTS
KILLED IN

ENCOUNTER
DC CORRESPONDENT
KOTHAGUDEM, SEPT. 26 

Security forces killed three
senior Maoist cadres during
an encounter in the Paradi
forests, in the remote
Abujhmad area of Narayan-
pur district in Chhattisgarh.

The deceased Maoists were
identified as Rupesh alias
Kolu, alias Shamba Gosai Ma-
ndavi, a Dandakaranya south
zone committee member with
a bounty of `25 lakh; Jagdish
alias Ramesh alias Sukhlal
Tekam, divisional committee
member, with a prize of `16
lakh for his capture; and Sa-
rita, alias Basanti, a platform
party committee member, car-
rying an award of `8 lakh.

Security forces recovered an
AK-47 rifle, an INSAS rifle, two
SLRs, two carbines, a .303 rifle,
a 12-bore shotgun, two single-
shot guns, 75 barrel grenade
launcher (BGL) cells, and a
large quantity of explosive
materials.

REACHED SOME
CONSENSUS WITH

INDIA, SAYS CHINA
New Delhi, Sept. 26: China
and India were able to “reduce
differences” and build “some
consensus” on disengaging
troops from friction points to
end the standoff in eastern
Ladakh and agreed to main-
tain dialogue to reach a resolu-
tion acceptable to both sides at
an “early date”, the Chinese
Defence Ministry said on
Thursday.

Under the guidance of two
leaders, China and India have
maintained communication
with each other through diplo-
matic and military channels
including between two foreign
ministers and China's Foreign
Minister and India's National
Security Advisor and through
the border consultation mech-
anisms, Zhang Xiaogang said.

Both China and India
through talks were “able to
reduce their differences and
build some consensus besides
agreeing to strengthen dia-
logue to accommodate each
other’s legitimate concerns”,
Zhang, a spokesperson for the
Ministry of National Defence,
told a media briefing here.

“The two sides agreed to
reach a resolution at an early
date acceptable to both sides,”
he said.
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SHORT TAKES

HOSTEL WARDEN
GETS GALLOWS IN

POCSO CASE
DC CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI, SEPT. 26

A special court in Arunachal
Pradesh on Thursday pro-
nounced the death sentence to
a hostel warden convicted of
sexual assault of 21 minor stu-
dents at a government-run res-
idential school between 2014
and 2022.

The case came to light in
November 2022 when a parent
of a twin girl child lodged a
complaint at the Monigong
police station in Shi Yomi dis-
trict accusing hostel warden of
rape.

Advocate Nkita Danggen,
who was appointed legal aid
council but decided to fight for
the case as pro-bono advocate,
told this newspaper that ini-
tially the response of the
authorities was lukewarm and
the accused managed to get
bail from the district session
court but intervention of the
Gauhati High Court that took
suo moto cognisance and
ordered SIT probe, resulted in
landmark judgment. 

Terror-free J&K, if BJP
voted to power: Shah

Manipur govt retracts 
claim on Kuki militants 

Govt extends AFSPA in 
8 Naga, 3 Arunachal dists Expose Cong.’s

atrocities: Modi
FROM PAGE 1

Modi asked BJP workers
to expose the atrocities of
Congress against Dalits
publicly. Recounting the
BJP government’s initia-
tives for farmers, the PM
alleged that during Cong-
ress rule in Haryana, fa-
rmers got `2 compensa-
tion cheques for crop da-
mage. Congress people
live only for their family
and that is their charac-
ter, he said in response to
a Haryana BJP worker’s
feedback .

Recalling that he had
served in Haryana in the
1990s as a BJP worker,
Modi said: “It is my full
belief that the people of
Haryana have decided to
give one more chance to
the BJP to serve. It was

my fortune that I got the
opportunity to work in
the state for a long period
and it was also a learning
time.”

“They are happy that in
10 years a government
has been run without cor-
ruption. This has hap-
pened in Haryana for the
first time. Youth got jobs
without ‘parchi and
kharchi’ (jobs for cash).
Therefore, the people are
with us, their blessings
are with us and victory is
certain,” he said. He also
said the hard work of the
BJP’s old guard and
young Turks was always
inspiring. He said these
days you are working
hard round-the-clock at
your booth with the
mantra of “Mera Booth
Sabse Mazboot”. 

BJP has destroyed Haryana prospects: Rahul
FROM PAGE 1

Speaking at a rally in
Assandh, Karnal, Gandhi
accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of "sys-
tematically dismantling"
the employment system in
the country. He also
addressed the topic of a
caste census, accusing the
BJP of creating divisions
among the people. "A
storm is coming, and the
Congress is going to sweep
the elections. We will form
a government for all,"
Gandhi declared. In a
show of unity, Congress
MP Kumari Selja and for-
mer Haryana Chief

Minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda joined Gandhi on
stage, dispelling rumours
of discord within the
party's Haryana unit.
Gandhi sharply criticised
the BJP government,
claiming it had
"destroyed" Haryana's
prospects. He shared an
anecdote from his recent
visit to the United States,
where he met young peo-
ple from Haryana who had
left the state in search of
better opportunities.
"There is unemployment
and inflation," Gandhi
said, recounting the hard-
ships faced by youths in
the US, many of whom

traveled dangerous routes
to escape lack of employ-
ment back home.

He also accused the BJP
of trying to take away
farmers' rights with the
now-repealed farm laws,
claiming the government
was more concerned with
waiving the debts of bil-
lionaires than helping far-
mers. “The `16 lakh crore
debt of 25 billionaires will
be waived, but not the
debts of farmers,” he said.

In addition, Gandhi
referred to the sexual
harassment allegations
made by women wrestlers,
accusing the BJP of pro-
tecting the accused.

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 26

The Centre extended the
Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act in eight dis-
tricts in Nagaland, three
districts in Arunachal
Pradesh and some other
areas for six more months
after a review of the law
and order situation, the
Union home ministry said
in a notification issued
late on Wednesday night.

The AFSPA under which
an area is declared as dis-
turbed facilitates the oper-
ations of the security
forces and it also empow-
ers them with sweeping
powers including search,
arrest and to open fire if
they deem it necessary for
“maintenance of public
order”.

The ministry in the
order said that the central
government in exercise of
the powers conferred by
Section 3 of the Armed
Forces (Special Powers)
Act (AFSPA), 1958 (28 of

1958) had declared eight
districts and 21 police sta-
tions in five other dis-
tricts of Nagaland as “dis-
turbed area” for a period
of six months with effect
from April 1, 2024.

The districts and police
stations areas have been
declared “disturbed
areas” again for a period
of six months with effect
from October 1, 2024,
unless withdrawn, the
notification issued on
Wednesday night said.
The districts in Nagaland
where the AFSPA was
reimposed are Dimapur,

Niuland, Chumoukedima,
Mon, Kiphire, Noklak,
Phek and Peren.

In a separate notifica-
tion, the ministry said
that under the AFSPA, the
central government had
declared Tirap, Chang-
lang and Longding dis-
tricts in Arunachal Prad-
esh and the areas falling
within the jurisdiction of
Namsai, Mahadevpur and
Chowkham police sta-
tions in Namsai district of
Arunachal Pradesh, bor-
dering Assam as “dis-
turbed area” with effect
from April 1, 2024.

MANOJ ANAND | DC
GUWAHATI, SEPT. 26

In what has reflected the
casual approach of the
security agencies in trou-
ble-torn Manipur, securi-
ty adviser Kuldiep Singh
and director general of
the police Rajiv Singh in a
joint statement disputed
the chief minister’s offi-
ce’s (CMO) claim that
“over 900 Kuki militants”
entered the state from My-
anmar. The statement cla-
rified that it could not be
sustained on the ground.

It is significant to note
that on September 17, an
intelligence report from
the CMO was reportedly
leaked and circulated
widely claiming that over
900 Kuki militants, newly
trained in drone-based
bombs, projectiles, mis-
siles, and jungle warfare,
have entered Manipur
from Myanmar. The

report suggested that mil-
itants are organised into
units of 30 and are scat-
tered on the periphery,
and are expected to
launch multiple coordi-
nated attacks on Meitei
villages around
September 28. However,
the report was vehement-
ly denied by Kuki-Zo civil
society groups.

The security adviser had
on September 20 told
reporters that security
agencies, especially the
Assam Rifles, had been
placed on high alert in the
hill districts bordering
Myanmar following the

intelligence input.
The statement of the

security adviser had not
only created bitterness
but also prompted the
Indigenous Tribal
Leaders’ Forum to accuse
the security adviser of
promoting “devious prop-
aganda to defame the
Kuki-Zo people and use it
as a pretext to attack
Kuki-Zo volunteers.

The statement that also
heightened the tension
and disbelief between the
two communities of the
state was retracted by
Manipur’s two top securi-
ty officials in a “clarifica-
tion” on Wednesday
evening, stating that “the
input was verified from
different quarters, but it
could not be substantiated
on the ground".

Soon after the joint state-
ment, the CMO also
retracted its earlier
claims.

Says NC-Cong. alliance will impose Pak agenda if elected
YUSUF JAMEEL | DC
SRINAGAR, SEPT. 26

Union home minister
Amit Shah on Thursday
warned the “promoters of
terrorism” in Jammu and
Kashmir and beyond that
they will meet the fate of
the Parliament attack con-
vict Muhammad Afzal
Guru. Guru, a resident of
Doabgah suburb of J&K’s
north-western town of
Sopore, who was hanged
in Delhi’s Tihar Jail on
February 9, 2013.

Shah, reacting to former
CM and National
Conference leader Omar
Abdullah’s recent asser-
tion that Guru’s hanging
served no purpose, asked:
“Phir kya biryani khilani
thi usko”? He added:
“Those who will promote
terrorism will meet the
same fate as that of Afzal
Guru.”

Abdullah had earlier
this month said in an
interview: “The unfortu-
nate thing was that the
J&K government had
nothing to do with Afzal
Guru’s execution. Other-
wise, you would have had
to do it with the permis-
sion of the state govern-
ment, which I can tell you
in no uncertain terms
would not have been forth-
coming. We wouldn’t have
done it. I don’t believe that
any purpose was served
by executing him.”
Abdullah was the chief
minister of the erstwhile
J&K state when Guru was

sent to the gallows.
The home minister said:

“If the BJP is voted to
power in J&K, we promise
it will be a completely ter-
ror-free region. The NC-
Congress alliance would
impose Pakistan’s 
agenda if it came to power
here”.

The home minister, add-
ressing a series of BJP ele-
ction rallies in the Jammu
region, said terrorism has
been buried so deep in
J&K that it will not grow
again and that Article 370,
that he said stirred terror-
ism and violence and
encouraged separatist ele-
ments to grow, was now
history and will never be a
part of India's Constit-
ution again. “The NC and
Rahul Baba are making
claims about the restora-
tion of Article 370, but the

generations of Rahul
won’t have powers to re-
store the provision again.
The Narendra Modi gover-
nment fulfilled the dream
of Syama Prasad Mo-
okerjee when it abrogated
Article 370. It will never
come back,” Shah said.

He said: “I also heard
Rahul and Omar saying
they will bring J&K’s
statehood back. But didn’t
I, after the abrogation of
Article 370, promise the
restoration of statehood
will take place after the
Assembly elections in
J&K? Prime Minister
Narendra Modiji too has
made it clear it will be
restored”. He added: “Stat-
ehood will be restored
through Parliament and it
is Modiji who is heading
the government. Only he
can restore it.”

Union home minister Amit Shah during a public meeting
for the ongoing Assembly polls, in Udhampur of J&K on
Thursday. — PTI

ABDULLAH TAUNTS
CENTRE ON LOW
VOTER TURNOUT
DC CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR, SEPT. 26

National Conference (NC)
vice president Omar Abd-
ullah on Thursday said
the poor voter turnout in
Srinagar shows normalcy
had not returned to Jam-
mu and Kashmir after Ar-
ticle 370 had been revoked.

Almost three-fourths of
voters stayed away from
polling in the eight seg-
ments of Srinagar in the
second phase of Assembly
elections on Wednesday.

Abdullah said, “To be h-
onest, I was expecting hig-
her turnout because there
was no boycott call, there
were no attacks, there
were no threats or intimi-
dation of the voters. I feel
the Centre is also respon-
sible for this”.

Elaborating, he said,
“They tried to present the
high voter turnout as si-
gns of normalcy and as if
the people had accepted
the revocation of Article
370. Maybe this was a reac-
tion from Srinagar beca-
use the people of Srinagar
do not want to send wrong
signals.” Abdullah,  also
said that the Modi govern-
ment made another mi-
stake by inviting New Del-
hi-based foreign envoys.

Monsoon troubles

A man pedals his cycle amid rains, in Kolkata on Thursday. Heavy rain partially affe-
cted normal life in several places of West Bengal as the Met office on Thursday fore-
cast heavy downpour in the sub-Himalayan districts of the state till Friday. — PTI

S. Jaishankar

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY | DC
BHOPAL, SEPT. 26

Madhya Pradesh urban
development minister
Kailash Vijayvargiya on
Thursday issued a veiled
warning to women moving
around Indore city scanti-
ly dressed and asked them
to shun western culture
calling it unacceptable.

Vijayvargiya’s comment
triggered a row with
Congress exhorting him to
“change mindset accord-
ing to changing times”.

Addressing a BJP mem-

bership drive event in
Indore, the minister cited
a viral video showing a
woman walking around
scantily dressed in the city
and said it tarnished the
city’s image.

“A woman has com-
plained to me that some
girls are roaming in
Indore city in revealing
clothes. This is tarnishing
the reputation of Indore,
the city of Mata Ahalya
Bai (ex-ruler of Indore-
Malwa). This is unaccept-
able,” he said.

The minister said that he
has made it clear to the

authorities concerned that
this would not be tolerated
in Indore. “Should we
remain mute spectators to

such behaviour by some
women? Does it not com-
promise the dignity of a
woman? We will not allow

the westernisation of
Indore culture that will
lead to its degeneration,”
he added. He said that
women should wear
decent clothes to maintain
dignity in public.

Madhya Pradesh women
Congress chief Vibha
Patel taking strong excep-
tion to Vijayvargiya’s com-
ment said that the BJP
leaders, being intoxicated
by power, hardly know
what they are talking
about. “Leaders have no
right to impose dress
codes on women. Mindset
should change according

to changing times”, she
said.

A recent video of a
young woman walking
through the ‘56-Dukan
Chaat Chowpatty’, the
famous food market in
Indore city, took the social
media by storm because of
her dressing style.

The videos invited severe
trolling forcing the woman
to apologise for her behav-
iour. In a post on social
media, she deeply regret-
ted her actions and 
indicated suicidal
thoughts triggered by the
trolling.

MP minister warns scantily-dressed women
Leaders have no right to impose dress codes on women, argues CongressDRESSING | SENSE

JAISHANKAR
MEETS LAVROV
IN NEW YORK
DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 26

External affairs minis-
ter S. Jaishankar called
on his Russian counter-
part Sergey Lavrov in
the early hours of Thu-
rsday (IST) for second
time this month ahead of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s expected
visit to Russia for the
Bricks summit in Oct-
ober. The meeting took
place on the sidelines of
the UN General Asse-
mbly in New York.

The EAM took to X and
said he had discussed
“bilateral cooperation
and regional issues”
with Lavrov. It may be
noted that India had
intensified its efforts as
a peacemaker along
with some other nations
to arrive at a consensus
to resolve the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine conflict.

Jaishankar met Lavrov
in the Saudi Capital Ri-
yadh earlier this month
as well. New Delhi had
earlier declared that it
would offer all support
on its part for peaceful
resolution of the conflict
that has raged on for
more than two and a half
years. Modi had visited
Moscow on a bilateral
visit in July and had
also visited Ukraine just
last month. The expect-
ed visit to Kazan would
be Modi’s second visit to
time-tested friend
Russia in four months.

Just last week in New
York, a month after his
historic visit to Ukraine,
Modi had conveyed to
Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy that
“India remains open to
provide all support with-
in its means to facilitate
a lasting and peaceful
resolution of the (Russ-
ia-Ukraine) conflict”, ev-
en as Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri had said
that “the consensus is
that we must find a way
to achieve a ceasefire,
and our efforts are conti-
nuing in that direction”.

SC CLARIFIES LAW
ON HUSBAND’S
INCOME IN DV ACT 
FROM PAGE 1

The bench clarified that
changes in the cost of li-
ving or income could
warrant such a modific-
ation, not just for the re-
spondent (the husband)
but also for the aggr-
ieved person (the wife).

However, the Court
emphasised that section
25(2) of the Act applies
only when there is a
change in circumstances
after the original order
has been passed. It also
ruled that any modifica-
tions made under this
section would apply
prospectively, not
retroactively, meaning
that the husband could
not seek a refund of
amounts already paid
under the original order.

The Supreme Court ul-
timately set aside the
orders of the Karnataka
High Court and the first
appellate court, dismiss-
ing the husband's appli-
cation. However, the be-
nch allowed the husband
the option to file a fresh
application under sec-
tion 25 if circumstances
warrant it in the future.

GUJ. PLEA IN BILKIS
BANO CASE DISMISSED

Meanwhile, the Supr-
eme Court dismissed a
plea filed by the Gujarat
government seeking a
review of the court’s
verdict which contained
certain observations
against the state while
quashing the remission
granted to 11 men con-
victed of raping Bilkis
Bano and murdering
seven of her family
members during the
2002 riots. A bench of
Justices B V Nagarathna
and Ujjal Bhuyan also
rejected the application.

● THE SECURITY adviser
had on September 20 told
reporters that security
agencies, especially the
Assam Rifles, had been
placed on high alert in the
hill districts bordering
Myanmar.

Leader of Oppostion in Lok Sabha and Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi with party leader Kumari Selja during a
public meeting for Haryana Assembly elections, at
Assandh, in Karnal district, Haryana on Thursday. — PTI

THE AFSPA under wh-
ich an area is declared
as disturbed facili-
tates the opera-
tions of the secu-
rity forces and it
also empowers
them with
sweeping powers. 

UNION HOME MINIS-
TER Amit Shah had
earlier said that the
AFSPA had been

removed in 70 per
cent areas in the
northeastern 

states even
though it is in

force in J&K.

SPL POWERS

A WOMAN HAS com-
plained to me that some
girls are roaming in Indore

city in revealing clothes. This is tar-
nishing the reputation of Indore, the
city of Mata Ahalya Bai (ex-ruler of
Indore-Malwa). This is unac-
ceptable.
— KAILASH VIJAYVARGIYA 

Urban development 
minister 
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WORLD

Beierut, Jerusalem,
Sept. 26: An Israeli airs-
trike in Lebanon hit a
building housing Syrian
workers and their fami-
lies, killing 23 people,
Lebanese officials said
on Thursday. It was one
of the deadliest single
strikes in an intensified
air campaign against the
Hezbollah group.

Israel rejected propos-
als on Thursday for a
ceasefire with
Hezbollah, defying calls
from allies, including
the United States for a
halt in fighting.

Israel's military said
on Thursday that about
45 projectiles were iden-
tified crossing from
Lebanon, as cross-bor-
der strikes continued
amid a push for a cease-
fire. Israel’s military
said it conducted an
exercise simulating
manoeuvres in Lebanon
on Thursday. The mili-
tary said the exercise of
its 7th brigade took place
a few km from the
Lebanese border.

Israel has threatened
to launch a ground inva-
sion, and the increasing-
ly heavy exchanges of
fire could trigger an all-
out war.

Lebanon’s National
News Agency said the
strike occurred near the
ancient city of Baalbek
in Lebanon’s northeast-
ern Bekaa Valley, which
runs along the Syrian
border. It quoted Ali
Kassas, mayor of the vil-
lage of Younine, as say-
ing that the bodies of 23
Syrian citizens were
pulled from under the
rubble. He said four
Syrians and four
Lebanese were wounded.

Hussein Salloum, a
local official in Younine,
said most of the dead
were women and chil-
dren, and that rescue
efforts lasted through
the night and into
Thursday morning.

“We dug through the
rubble with our own
hands until a small bull-
dozer was brought in,”

Salloum told The Associ-
ated Press by telephone.
“We had very limited
capabilities.” 

The Lebanese Red Cro-
ss said it recovered nine

bodies, while others
were recovered by the
Hezbollah militant grou-
p’s paramedic service
and the Lebanese Civil
Defence. — Agencies

Israeli airstrike kills 23
Syrian workers, family
Israel turns down US-backed Lebanon ceasefire proposal 

RESCUERS SAY 15
KILLED IN STRIKE
ON GAZA SCHOOL

MORE THAN 22K
FLEE TO SYRIA
Damascus, Sept. 26:
More than 22,000 people
have crossed from
Lebanon into Syria this
week via two border
crossings, Syrian securi-
ty sources said on
Thursday, as Israel
pounded Lebanon in a
fresh case of cross-bor-
der escalation.

“More than 6,000 Leba-
nese and around 15,000
Syrians” have entered
Syria through the Jdeid-
et Yabus border, also kn-
own in Lebanon as Ma-
snaa crossing, said secu-
rity source requesting
anonymity as they were
not authorised to speak.
A second security sour-
ce reported “around
1,000 Lebanese and some
500 Syrians have passed”
through another cross-
ing. More than 774,000
Syrian refugees are reg-
istered with the UN in
Lebanon. — AFP

Gaza Strip, Sept. 26:
Civil defence rescuers in
Gaza said an Israeli
strike Thursday on a
school-turned-shelter
killed at least 15 people,
with the Israeli military
saying it had targeted a
Hamas command centre.
The vast majority of the
besieged Gaza Strip’s 2.4
million people have been
displaced at least once
by the war, sparked by
Hamas’s October 7
attack on Israel, with
many seeking shelter in
school buildings.

Civil defence agency
spokesman Mahmud Ba-
ssal said there were “15
martyrs, including chil-
dren and women, and do-
zens wounded, some of
them seriously. — AFP

People check the destruction in an area that was tar-
geted overnight by Israeli airstrikes in el-Karak in
Lebanon’s Bekaa valley, on Thursday. — AFP

GETTING NATIONALS OUT OF
LEBANON: WHO’S DOING WHAT

SOME DETAILS ON CONTINGENCY PLANNING

AUSTRALIA: Authorities have made con-
tingency plans that could include evacua-
tion by sea, though it has urged an esti-
mated 15,000 of its citizens in Lebanon to
leave while Beirut airport remains open.

FRANCE: France has had evacuation
plans in place for several months but
has not issued an evacuation order. Present
contingency plans centre around Cyprus and
Beirut airport, while it is also discussing evacu-
ations via Turkey. France has a warship in the
region, and a helicopter carrier in the southern
French town of Toulon.

UNITED STATES: The US has ordered
the deployment of dozens of troops to
Cyprus to help prepare for scenarios,

including an evacuation of Americans
from Lebanon.

CANADA: Canada will cooperate with
Australia in evacuating nationals by
sea. The plan involves contracting a

commercial vessel to transport 1,000
people out each day.

Wi-Fi at UK rail
stations hacked

Kaffiyeh ban: PIO
author rejects award
New York, Sept. 26:
Pulitzer Prize-winning
Indian-origin writer
Jhumpa Lahiri has
declined to accept an
award from the
Noguchi Museum in
Queens in protest after
it fired three employees
who wore kaffiyehs in
solidarity with
Palestinians in Gaza.

“Jhumpa Lahiri has
chosen to withdraw her
acceptance of the 2024
Isamu Noguchi Award
in response to our
updated dress code poli-
cy,” the museum said in
a statement on
Wednesday.

“We respect her
perspective and under-
stand that this policy
may or may not align

with everyone’s views.”
“We remain commit-

ted to our core mission
of advancing the
understanding and
appreciation of Isamu
Noguchi’s art and lega-
cy while upholding our
values of inclusivity
and openness.” — PTI

London, Sept. 26:
British police said on
Thursday they had lau-
nched an investigation
into a cyberattack after
passengers at the coun-
try’s major railway sta-
tions saw an Islamop-
hobic message when
they tried to use Wi-Fi
services.

The Wi-Fi system,
which is managed by
communications group
Telent, was quickly
taken offline after pas-
sengers said a message
was displayed which
referred to terror
attacks.

“We received reports
at around 5.03 pm (1603
GMT) yesterday (Sept.
25) of a cyberattack dis-
playing Islamophobic
messaging on some
Network Rail Wi-Fi
services,” British
Transport Police said.

Tensions in Britain
flared over the summer
with a wave of anti-
Muslim riots across the
country after the
killing of three young
girls, an attack which
was initially falsely
blamed on an Islamist
migrant following
online misinformation.

The police said they

were working with
Network Rail to investi-
gate the Islamophobic
cyber security incident
“at pace”. — Reuter

HATE 
GRAFFITI AT

TEMPLE IN
SACRAMENTO

Washington, Sept. 26: Unknown
miscreants vandalised the BAPS
Hindu temple in California’s Sacra-
mento, desecrating it with expletive-
laden graffiti saying “Hindus go
back!”, the BAPS Public Affairs said.
“Less than 10 days after the desecra-
tion of the @BAPS Mandir in New
York, our Mandir in the Sacramento,
CA area was desecrated last night
with anti-Hindu hate: “Hindus go
back!” We stand united against hate
with prayers for peace,” the BAPS
Public Affairs said on X.  — PTI

Jhumpa Lahiri

COPS ASK VICTIMS
TO COME FORWARD
AFTER HARRODS
ASSAULT CHARGES
London, Sept. 26: Bri-
tish police on Thursday
called for any potential
victims or survivors
with allegations again-
st former Harrods own-
er Mohamed Al Fayed
to come forward after
reports about the Egy-
ptian billionaire.

Lawyers for alleged
victims said Al Fayed
sexually abused female
staff at his London de-
partment store Harrods
and threatened conse-
quences if they compl-
ained. “It is vital that
victims report any alle-
gations, and know that
they will be taken seri-
ously,” said Stephen Cl-
ayman, head of special-
ist crime at Metropol-
itan Police. — Reuter

SHORT TAKES

EX-TN MINISTER
GETS BAIL IN CASH

FOR JOBS SCAM

STALIN SEEKS
EARLY RELEASE

OF TN FISHERMEN
Chennai, Sept. 26: Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin on Thursday requested
the Centre to take immediate
steps on the diplomatic front
and facilitate the early release
of fishermen from the state
who were arrested by the
Bahrain Coast Guard.

In a letter addressed to exter-
nal affairs minister S. Jaishan-
kar, Stalin sought for immedi-
ate diplomatic initiatives to
ensure consular access and
legal assistance to secure the
early release of the arrested
Tamil Nadu fishermen by the
Bahrain Coast Guard.

“ 28 fishermen from Idintha-
karai fishing village, Tirunel-
veli district, engaged in fishi-
ng in Iran, were apprehended
by the Bahrain Coast Guard on
September 11 for inadvertent-
ly crossing the border. I
request you to take immediate
diplomatic initiatives to ens-
ure consular access and legal
assistance to secure the early
release of the arrested fisher-
men.” Stalin said. 

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 26

The Supreme Court on Thur-
sday granted bail to former
Tamil Nadu minister V. Sen-
thil Balaji in a money launder-
ing case linked to a 2014 cash-
for-jobs scam noting that there
is no possibility of the comple-
tion of trial in the near future.

A bench of Justices Abhay S.
Oka and Augustine George
Masih said that the inordinate
delay in conclusion of the trial
and the higher threshold for
the grant of bail cannot go
together.  The apex court noted
that there are more than 2,000
accused and over 600 witness-
es in the case, and said, “Ther-
efore, even in ideal conditions,
the possibility of the trial of
scheduled offences concluding
even within a reasonable time
of three to four years appears
to be completely ruled out”.

K’taka withdraws CBI’s
‘open consent’ for probe
Govt to scrutinise cases before handing them over to CBI
M.B. GIRISH | DC
BENGALURU, SEPT. 26

In order to exercise con-
trol over the Central
Bureau of Investigation
from taking the wrong
path in investigations, the
Karnataka Cabinet at a
meeting on Thursday wi-
thdrew its notification giv-
ing “open consent” for the
CBI to probe criminal
cases in the state.

Hereafter, the state gov-
ernment will scrutinise
case by case before a deci-
sion is made on handing
over a case to sleuths of
the CBI. Earlier, under the
Delhi Police Establishm-
ent Act, 1946, the CBI was
given open consent to
investigate criminal cases
in Karnataka.

After the Cabinet meet-
ing, law and parliamen-
tary affairs minister H.K.
Patil said the decision of
the Cabinet was to control
the CBI investigation from
going on the wrong path.
However, he made it clear
that if the High Court or
Supreme Court decided to
hand over a particular ca-
se to the CBI, then the Ca-
binet decision would make
no difference at all. The

decision of the Cabinet
was to control CBI. Patil
said  “In the last two
years, the CBI had been
biased in its functioning.
It has been observed that
the CBI during the con-
duct of elections enquired
from office-bearers of a
particular political pa-
rty”. 

The withdrawal of “open
consent” to the CBI was
also over concerns that da-
y by day the Central agen-
cy had been misused by
the Union government in
several cases, he said.  He
said in a couple of cases
handed over to sleuths of

the CBI by the state gov-
ernment, the CBI had
refused to file a chargeshe-
et and also refused to
conduct a probe, but he
did not reveal the specific
cases involved. In reply to
a query whether the deci-
sion was to shield CM,
against whom the special
court for people’s repre-
sentatives, Bengaluru, or-
dered a Lokayukta invest-
igation into alleged plot
allotment irregularities
by the Muda, Patil said at
this juncture the question
does not arise at all as the
Lokayukta police have
been asked to  investigate.

BJP leaders raise slogans during a protest demanding
the resignation of Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah  in
Bengaluru on Thursday. — PTI

DKS BACKS SIDDA,

SAYS NO PLANS

FOR RESIGNATION
DC CORRESPONDENT
With agency inputs
BENGALURU, SEPT. 26

Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister and state Con-
gress chief D.K. Shiv-
akumar on Thursday rule-
d out the possibility of
Siddaramaiah stepping
down from the Chief Min-
ister’s post in the wake of
a court-ordered probe by
the Lokayukta police.

He also claimed that no
party leader has staked
claim for the post of Chief
Minister. “As the presi-
dent of KPCC I make it
clear that a proposal for
resignation does not
come. All leaders from 
New Delhi to grass root le-
vel are backing Siddara-
maiah,” Shivakumar said.
Reacting to Prime Minis-
ter referencing the Muda
scam, He asked Modi to
first drop ministers of his
Cabinet facing probes
over allegations.

NAIDU VOWS TO

CREATE 2 MN JOB

OPPORTUNITIES
MD ILYAS | DC 
VIJAYAWADA, SEPT. 26

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu has said the
government would fulfil
the election promise of
creating two million job
opportunities in the
next five years, mostly in
the private sector.

Naidu held a review
meeting at the Secr-
etariat with officials
from the departments of
skill development, 
MSME, industries and
SERP, focussing on pro-
viding employment opp-
ortunities to the youths. 

He asked officials to
ensure that there is no
shortage of human res-
ources to the industries
by promoting skill train-
ing. 

“Arrange skill training
centres with the help of
multinational compa-
nies and study the possi-
bility of creating em-
ployment opportunities
in the flood-hit areas,”
he asked the officials.

The Chief Minister
said the state’s economic
growth would be high if
employment opportuni-
ties are provided to peo-
ple in rural areas. 

Centre asks states, UTs to be vigilant against Mpox
DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 26

The Centre on Thursday
issued a fresh advisory to
all states and Union
Territories (UTs) to
strengthen preparedness
for managing both sus-
pected and confirmed
cases of Mpox, following
the detection of India’s
first case of the Clade 1b
strain. Last month, the
World Health Organ-
isation declared a public
health emergency due to

the spread of this strain.
In a letter, Union health

secretary Apurva Chandra
directed states to ensure
that skin lesion samples
from suspected Mpox
patients are sent
immediately to des-
ignated laboratories
for testing. Positive
samples will be for-
warded to the Indian
Council of Medical
R e s e a r c h - N a t i o n a l
Institute of Virology
(ICMR-NIV) for genome
sequencing to determine

the strain’s clade. India
recently became the third
non-African country to
report a Clade 1b Mpox
infection, following cases

in Sweden and
Thailand. 

Chandra emph-
asised the need
for proactive pub-
lic health me-

asures to prevent
further spread. 

He urged states and UTs
to raise community aware-
ness about the disease, its
transmission modes, the

importance of timely
reporting, and preventive
measures.

“The 2024 Public Health
Emergency of Interna-
tional Concern (PHEIC) is
related to the Mpox Clade
1, which is more virulent
and transmissible than
Clade 2. Outside the
Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC), Clade 1 has
only been detected during
the current outbreak. Ind-
ia’s recent case adds to the
global spread,” Chandra
said. 

Food safety officials inspect
major temples across AP
SAMPAT
G. SAMRITAN | DC 
VIJAYAWADA, SEPT. 26

The AP food safety autho-
rities have sprung into
action, inspecting major
temples to check the qual-
ity of food and prasadam
offered to the devotees.

This follows allegations
about use of adulterated
ghee for laddu prepara-
tions at the Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams,
suspected use of animal
fat in it, etc. Inspections

are done on the temples
that are equipped with
kitchens for preparation
of food and prasadams.
Food inspectors and assis-
tant food controllers are
visiting select temples for
the inspections.

They have been ordered
to check the quality of
raw materials like spicy
ingredients, cooking oils,
salt, tamarind, chilly pow-
der etc. They will also
have to check the cleanli-
ness of the premises
where they are stored and

the shelf life of the raw
materials. They would
check the cooked food
items like rice, curries
and prasadam. Samples
will be collected and sent
to the state food lab in
Hyderabad for testing.

Teams of officials have
started inspecting major
temples in Simhachalam,
Annavaram, Dwaraka
Tirumala, Srisailam, Vija-
yawada etc on Thursday.
Food safety joint contro-
ller Poornachandra Rao is
overseeing the raids.

Rain disruption

Vehicles wade through flooded beach road following a
heavy downpour in Visakhapatnam on Thursday. IMD
Amaravati forecasts thunderstorms accompanied by
lightning may continue in some parts of coastal AP and
Rayalaseema districts for a few days.

—K. MURALI KRISHNA

M. ARULOLI | DC 
KANYAKUMARI, SEPT. 26

Kanyakumari administra-
tion is screening tourists
from Kerala for Nipah and
Mpox infection at the bor-
der check posts. 
According to sources from
the public health depart-
ment more than 3,000 pas-
sengers from Kerala com-

ing to Kanyakumari have
been screened for Nipah
and Mpox virus at
Kaliyakavilai and Kakk-
avilai check posts. The
tourists at Kanyakumari
were also permitted to
enter the coastal tourism
town only after being
screened at the check post
created at the Viveka-
nandapuram junction. 

KERALA TOURISTS SCREENED FOR NIPAH,
MPOX AT KANYAKUMARI BORDER
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Russia unleashes barrage
of missiles, drones on Kyiv
Moscow targets Ukrainian energy sector; one civilian killed in strike

N-POLICY SHIFT
A SIGNAL TO THE
WEST: KREMLIN
Moscow, Sept. 26: The
Kremlin said on Thursd-
ay that changes to Russi-
a’s nuclear weapons doc-
trine outlined by Preside-
nt Vladimir Putin should
be considered a signal to
Western countries that
there will be conseque-
nces if they participate
in attacks on Russia.

Putin said that Russia
could use nuclear
weapons if it was struck
with conventional mis-
siles, and that Moscow
would consider any
assault on it supported
by a nuclear power to be
a joint attack. 

The decision to change
Russia’s official nuclear
doctrine is the Kremlin's
answer to deliberations
in the US and UK about
whether or not to give
Ukraine permission to
fire conventional Weste-
rn missiles into Russia.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said
adjustments to a docum-
ent called “The Foundat-
ions of State Policy in the
Sphere of Nuclear Deter-
rence” had been formu-
lated. Asked by reporters
if the changes were a sig-
nal to the West, he said:
“This should be consid-
ered a definite signal.”

“This is a signal that
warns these countries
about the consequences
if they participate in an
attack on our country by
various means, and not
necessarily nuclear
ones,” he said. — Reuters

US’ $8-bn military
assistance for Ukraine
Washington, Sept. 26:
US President Joe Biden
announced more than $8
billion in military assist-
ance for Ukraine on
Thursday to help Kyiv
“win this war” against
Russian invaders, using
a visit by President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to
make a major commit-
ment.

The aid includes the
first shipment of a preci-
sion-guided glide bomb
called the Joint Standoff
Weapon, which has a
range of up to 81 miles
(130 km). 

The medium-range mis-
sile gives Ukraine a

major upgrade to the
weapons it is using to
strike Russian forces,
allowing the Ukrainians
to do it at safer distances.
The bomb, capable of
striking targets with
high accuracy, is to be
dropped from fighter jets.

— Reuters

Joe Biden

Drop civil fraud judgment,
Trump to ask NY court

OpenAI CEO: Exits,
shake-up not linked
Turin, Sept. 26: Sam
Altman denied on
Thursday that there
was any link between
the departure of three
senior OpenAI execu-
tives and a planned
restructuring of the
company which he
said the board had
been considering for
several months.

The world-leading AI
firm’s longtime chief
technology officer
Mira Murati abruptly
announced her depar-
ture on Wednesday. 

Within hours of
Murati leaving the job,
two senior research
executives Barret Zoph
and Bob McGrew
revealed they were
also leaving the com-
pany.

On the same day,
Reuters reported
OpenAI was working
on a plan to restruc-
ture its core business
into a for-profit benefit
corporation that will
no longer be controlled

by its non-profit board,
in a move aimed at
making the company
more attractive to
investors.

Speaking at the
Italian Tech Week
conference in Turin,
Altman said that
“some stuff ” reported
around the executives’
departures was inac-
curate, adding that the
personnel changes
were unrelated to the
restructuring.

“That’s totally not
true,” he told event
organiser John
Elkann, the chairman
of car companies
Ferrari and Stellantis.

“A lot of the stuff I

saw was also just total-
ly wrong, but we have
been thinking about
that (restructuring),
our board has, for
almost a year, inde-
pendently, as we think
about what it takes to
get to our next stage.”

Altman praised the
departing executives,
adding he was excited
to simplify the compa-
ny’s structure and
work more closely
with technical staff.

“I have not been as
involved in the tech
recently as other
things, because there’s
been so much going on,
I’m excited to do that,”
he said. — Reuters

New York, Sept. 26:
Donald Trump’s
lawyers on Thursday
will seek to persuade a
New York state appeals
court to toss a nearly
half-billion dollar judg-
ment against the for-
mer US president over
real estate business
practices a court has
declared fraudulent.

Justice Arthur Engo-
ron in February orde-
red Trump, the Repu-
blican nominee for the
Nov. 5 election, to pay
$454.2 million in penal-
ties and interest for
inflating his net worth
to induce bankers into
giving him better loan
terms, in a civil case
brought by New York
state Attorney General
Letitia James.

The judge’s ruling po-
ses a threat to the busi-
ness empire Trump
has built over decades,
which includes hotels,
office buildings and
golf courses around
the world. With intere-
st continuing to acc-
rue, Trump now owes
$478.3 million. The

case is one of a num-
ber of legal entangl-
ements Trump has
faced since leaving the
White House in 2021. 

He owes nearly $90
million in federal civil
penalties for defaming
a writer who accused
him of sexual abuse,
and was convicted in
May on criminal ch-
arges stemming from
hush money paid to a
porn star.

Trump has denied all
wrongdoing and argu-
es the cases were brou-
ght to interfere with
his campaign. A Reut-
ers/Ipsos poll on Tues-
day showed Vice-Presi-
dent Kamala Harris,
the Democratic nomi-
nee, leading Trump
47%-40%. — Reuters

NY MAYOR HOUSE
SEARCHED AFTER
CRIMINAL CHARGES
New York, Sept. 26:
Federal agents sea-
rched New York City
Mayor Eric Adams’
residence on Thursday
morning, after he was
indicted on criminal
charges following a
l o n g - r u n n i n g
investigation that has
sent the largest US cit-
y’s government into
turmoil.

A black
sport util-
ity vehi-
cle with a
p l a c a r d
r e a d i n g
“Federal
Law Enf-
o r c e m e -
nt” on its
d a s h b o -
ard was parked outside
the mayor’s Gracie
Mansion home on Ma-
nhattan’s Upper East
Side, said a Reuters
witness. — Reuters

Eric Adams

Trump

Mira  Murati Sam Altman

SHORT TAKES

LONGEST-SERVING
DEATH ROW

INMATE ACQUITTED
Tokyo, Sept. 26: A Japanese
court ruled on Thursday that
an 88-year-old former boxer
was not guilty in a retrial for a
1966 quadruple murder, revers-
ing an earlier decision that
made him the world’s longest-
serving death row inmate. 

Iwao Hakamada’s acquittal
by the Shizuoka District Court
makes him the fifth death-row
convict to be found not guilty
in a retrial. The case could
rekindle a debate around abol-
ishing the death penalty in
Japan. The presiding judge
said the court acknowledged
multiple fabrications of evi-
dence.

IMF BOARD NOD
FOR $7BN BAILOUT

TO PAKISTAN
Islamabad, Sept. 26: The
International Monetary Fund’s
board (IMF) on Wednesday ap-
proved a $7 billion Extended
Fund Facility (EFF) for cash-
strapped Pakistan, providing a
critical boost to the country’s
struggling economy.

The development was annou-
nced by the Prime Minister’s
Office while a statement is exp-
ected from the IMF. The PMO
said the premier expressed his
satisfaction with the program-
me’s approval. “The implemen-
tation of economic reforms is
going on rapidly,” he said, add-
ing that the government would
continue to work hard.

SUDAN ARMY
TRIES TO RETAKE

CAPITAL AREA

HURRICANE
HELENE BARRELS

TOWARDS FLORIDA

Dubai, Sept. 26: Sudan’s army
launched artillery and air stri-
kes in Sudan’s capital on Th-
ursday in its biggest operation
to regain ground there since
early in its 17-month war with
the Rapid Support Forces, wit-
nesses, military sources said.

The push by the army, which
lost control of most of the cap-
ital at the start of the conflict,
came ahead of an address by
its commander, General Abdel
Fattah al-Burhan, at the UN
General Assembly.

Witnesses reported heavy
bombardments and clashes as
army troops tried to cross
bridges across the Nile.

Florida, Sept. 26: Florida
braced for the arrival of Hurri-
cane Helene on Thursday, fore-
cast to be a powerful Category 4
storm when it smashes into the
state’s panhandle.

Officials issued dire warn-
ings, pleading with residents in
coastal areas along the hurri-
cane's path to evacuate ahead
of catastrophic winds and a
potentially deadly storm surge,
the wall of seawater pushed on
land by hurricane-force winds,
that could rise to 20 feet (6.1
meters) in some spots. “This is
not a survivable event for those
in coastal or low- lying areas.”

ONE MORE POLIO
CASE IN PAK;
TALLY AT 22

Islamabad, Sept. 26: Authori-
ties in Pakistan reported anot-
her polio case in Balochistan
as the country’s tally of the cr-
ippling disease cases this year
climbed to 22, a setback to the
government’s efforts to eradi-
cate the virus. 

The latest victim of the dise-
ase was a 30-month-old boy
from Pishin in Balochistan.
Officials said the regional refe-
rence laboratory for polio erad-
ication at the National Institu-
te of Health on Wednesday con-
firmed the presence of wild po-
liovirus type 1 in the child, bri-
nging the total reported cases
so far this year to 22.

PAK SECURITY
FORCES KILL

EIGHT MILITANTS
Peshawar, Sept. 26: Eight mil-
itants were killed overnight in
an exchange of fire with secu-
rity forces in Pakistan’s restive
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provin-
ce, the army said on Thursday.

The troops also seized weapo-
ns and ammunition from the
militants’ hideout, the Inter-Se-
rvices Public Relations (ISPR)
— the media wing of the army
— said in a statement. The
ISPR said the operation was
conducted on the “reported
presence” of terrorists on the
intervening night of Septe-
mber 25 and 26 in the Razmak
area in North Waziristan.

Kyiv, Sept. 26: Russia
unleashed a new barrage
of drones and missiles on
Ukraine overnight, again
targeting the energy sec-
tor and killing at least
one civilian, Ukrainian
officials said on
Thursday.

Ukraine’s military said
Russian forces had fired
78 attack drones and six
missiles over various
regions during the hours-
long attack. 

Air defences destroyed
66 drones and four mis-
siles, it added.

“This night the enemy
carried out another mas-
sive attack on the Ukrain-
ian energy sector, using
drones and missiles,”
Prime Minister Denys
Shmyhal said.

Shmyhal added that
three electricity tran-
smission facilities, inclu-
ding one in the southern
Mykolaiv region, were
among the targets.

Later in the morning,
the air force said it had
recorded the launch of
several hypersonic Kinz-
hal missiles targeting the
small western Ukrainian
city of Starokostiantyniv.

One woman was killed
in a missile strike on
Ukraine’s Black Sea port
of Odesa. Meanwhile, 10
people were wounded in
another attack involving
a guided-bomb that tar-
geted the city of Zapo-
rizhzhia, officials said.

Around a dozen drones
were destroyed over the
capital Kyiv, while power
outages were reported in
the western city of Ivano-
Frankivsk, in the central
region of Poltava and in
Chernihiv in northern
Ukraine, regional offi-
cials said.

Russian forces attacked
Ukrainian facilities sup-
plying electricity to the
weapon production
industry, the TASS news
agency quoted Russia’s
defence ministry as say-
ing on Thursday.

Moscow denies target-
ing civilians in Ukraine.
However, it says the coun-
try’s energy infrastruc-
ture is a legitimate mili-
tary target. 

Its attacks since March
have knocked out about
half of Ukraine's avail-
able power generation
capacity, resulting in
lengthy blackouts for mil-
lions across the whole
country.

Ukraine is at a crucial
juncture in the 31-month
war as Russian forces ste-
adily capture more territ-
ory in the eastern Don-
etsk region. — Reuters

People walk past a poster with a map of the nearest bomb shelters, created by
Ukrainian advertising agency Bickerstaff to remind the world about the fragility of
peace, in Warsaw on Thursday. — AFP
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quick
BITES

INDICATORS %
Sensex 85,836.12 0.78
Nifty 50 26,216.05 0.81
S&P 500* 5,746.97 0.43
Dollar (`) 83.64 -0.03
Pound Sterling (`) 111.71 0.06
Euro (`) 93.21 0.31
Gold (10gm)* (`) 75,270▼43 0.06
Brent crude ($/bbl)* 72.04 -1.93
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6.718 -0.02
US 10-Yr T-bill yield* 3.768 -0.013

* As of 8:30 PM IST

Dr Reddy’s faces
penalty of `28L
from Mexico
Dr Reddy’s Laboratories said
the Mexican drug regulator has
imposed a penalty of around
`28 lakh. The drug regulatory
body of Mexico has imposed a
penalty of MXN 6,51,420 (`28
Lakh) on the company for devi-
ation from prescribed guide-
lines for filing intimation of
import of a reference standard
for one of the active pharma-
ceutical ingredients, the
Hyderabad-based drug major
said in a regulatory filing.

Zelio  Ebikes
unveils electric
scooter Mystery 
Zelio Ebikes, an electric two-
wheeler maker, on Thursday
introduced its latest high-
speed electric scooter, the
Mystery, is priced at `81,999.
Powered by a 72V/29AH lithi-
um-ion battery and a 72V
motor, the Mystery has a riding
range of 100 km on a single
charge and a top speed of 70
kmph. Zelio is also planning to
introduce a new low-speed
cargo electric scooter named
Logix this year.

Indogulf files
draft prospectus
with Sebi for IPO
Indogulf Cropsciences, a manu-
facturer of crop protection
products, has filed its draft red
herring prospectus (DRHP)
with the market regulator
Securities and Exchange Board
of India to raise funds through
an initial public offering (IPO).
The IPO with a face value of
`10 per equity share is a mix of
fresh issue of up to `200 crore
and an offer for sale of up to
38.54 lakh equity shares by
selling shareholders. 

Sebi launches
outreach cell to
engage with FPIs
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The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) on
Thursday has launched a dedi-
cated foreign portfolio investor
outreach cell as part of the
alternative investment fund
and the foreign portfolio
investors department (AFD).
This cell will focus on direct
engagement with the foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs), and
supporting them in accessing
the Indian securities market
seamlessly. 

Meta Platforms brings Orion AR glasses
California, Sept. 26:
Meta Platforms debuted
its first pair of augmented
reality glasses - devices
that show a combined
view of the digital and
physical worlds, a key step
in chief executive officer
Mark Zuckerberg’s goal of
one day offering a hands-
free alternative to the
smartphone. 

The new glasses called
Orion, look like thick,
black reading glasses, but
have lenses that can dis-
play text messages, video
calls, and even YouTube
videos onto the user’s field
of vision. They are proto-
types that aren’t for sale,
but will be used internally

at Meta for testing and
improving the product. 

An accompanying wrist-
band that detects nerve
stimulation and cameras
built into the frames that
track eye movement allow

Orion wearers to click or
scroll on the display using
just their hands. 

Meta’s chief technology
officer Andrew Bosworth
said he expects the glasses
will become a consumer

product within the next
decade, adding that the
next two models are in the
works.

The company wants to
price the glasses so “not
just consumers use it, but
developers want to build
for it,” Bosworth said.

The glasses represent
nearly a decade of techno-
logical advancement and
significant financial
investment at Meta. 

They also offer a glimpse
into Zuckerberg’s vision
for the future of technolo-
gy, which has cost the
company tens of billions
of dollars over the past
four years alone. 

Zuckerberg believes that

AR glasses will become a
kind of mobile, hands-free
computer that could one
day rival smartphones as
preferred way to commu-
nicate and interact online. 

If smart glasses eventu-
ally become mainstream,
the company hopes to be a
major player in that new
industry. 

Meta also announced a
new, cheaper version of
its Quest virtual reality
headset, freshening its
effort to persuade con-
sumers to spend more
time on using the virtual
and augmented reality to
play the games, watch
videos and chat with oth-
ers. — Bloomberg

New norms for health,
life covers from Oct 1.
No change in Irdai’s stance on surrender value regulations
FALAKNAAZ SYED
MUMBAI, SEPT. 26

The insurance regulator
insurance regulatory and
development authority of
India (Irdai) is in no mood
to relent to the demand of
public sector behemoth
Life Insurance Corpor-
ation of India (LIC) to
review the surrender
value regulations and has
also ruled out an exten-
sion to health and life
insurers in complying
with its health product
regulations and surrender
value norms respectively.
The new regulations come
into effect from October 1.

A highly placed source
said, “The Irdai is of the
view that rules should be
the same for all insurance
companies including
LIC.”

“Also, our sense is that
many insurance compa-
nies are ready with
October 1 changes on
revised surrender value
norms,” said the official.

LIC had sought an

increase in the interest
rate assumption used to
calculate surrender val-
ues and also suggested
using a plan-based govern-
ment securities (G-Sec)
benchmark for this calcu-
lation.

The Irdai in its final
master circular on surren-
der value of life insurance
policies has significantly
reduced surrender
charges on traditional sav-

ings plans. At present, pol-
icyholders receive less or
no payout if they discon-
tinue paying premiums. 

The regulator has sought
that, while determining
the surrender value,
insurers must also estab-
lish “reasonableness and
value for money” for both
exciting and continuing
policyholders. The norms
also require that the dis-
count rate for discounting

the paid-up value to calcu-
late Special Surrender
Value (SSV) can be up to
10-Year G-Sec yield plus 50
basis points versus the 10-
Year G-Sec yield in the
earlier norms. LIC had
requested that the insur-
ance regulator increase
this cushion or spread,
which currently stands at
50 basis points. 

LIC has also asked the
regulator to not take into
account the 10-year G-Sec
yield into the calculation
of Surrender Value. 

Speaking about the
changes in health prod-
ucts, the head of a health
department of a non-life
insurance company said,
“Irdai wants us to offer a
product that covers for all
kinds of illnesses, all
kinds of treatments inclu-
ding ayurveda and homo-
eopathy, wants OPD and
hospitalisation to be cov-
ered, all ages to be covered
and all conditions to be
covered. So actuarially, we
have to evaluate and
frame the underwriting.”

India GDP to grow 6.5-7%
this fiscal, asserts FinMin
MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 26

The government is confi-
dent that India is set to
achieve 6.5-7 per cent
gross domestic product
(GDP) growth this fiscal,
said finance ministry’s
monthly economic review
report on Thursday.

The recent developments
indicate strong founda-
tions of macroeconomic
stability in India with
steady growth, invest-
ment, employment and
inflation trends, a strong
and stable financial sector
and a resilient external
account, including a com-
fortable foreign exchange
reserve position, it said.

“A challenge on the
macroeconomic front is
navigating the continuing
uncertainty in global eco-
nomic prospects. We will
likely encounter a cycle of
policy rate cuts globally
amid fears of a recession
in advanced economies
and continuing geopoliti-
cal conflicts,” it said.

The GDP growth of 6.7
per cent in the first quater
this fiscal and the move-
ments in high-frequency
indicators till August fit
well with the real GDP
growth projection of 6.5–7
per cent for FY25, provid-
ed by the Economic
Survey 2023-24. 

“A reasonable expecta-
tion is that public expen-
diture will pick up, pro-
viding added growth and
investment impetus,” it
said.

Higher kharif acreage is
visible. Well replenished
reservoir levels will give a
fillip to the upcoming rabi
crops as well, it said.
Rural incomes and

demand should get
stronger, and food infla-
tion will be milde.
However, there are also
signs of strains in sectors
like automobiles, it said. 

India to sell bonds worth
`6.61 lakh cr for H2 of FY25
FC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 26

The Central government
is expected to maintain its
budgeted borrowing for
the ongoing financial
year, and will sell bonds
worth `6.61 lakh crore for
the second half of FY25.
This constitutes 47.2 per
cent of its total gross mar-
ket borrowing target of
`14.01 lakh crore for the
fiscal year, the Centre in
consultation with RBI
announced Thursday.

“Out of gross market
borrowing of `14.01 lakh

crore budgeted for FY
2024-25, `6.61 lakh crore is
planned to be borrowed in
H2 through issuance of
dated securities, includ-
ing `20,000 crore of sover-
eign green bonds
(SGrBs),” the finance min-
istry said.

“These borrowings will
cover maturities ranging
from 3-50 years, with the
largest share allocated to
10-year securities or 24.8
per cent,” it said.

The government will
carry out switching/buy-
back of securities to
smoothen the redemption.

SMSes: Govt to mandate
whitelisting of links, URLs

Markets rise for 7th straight session Share of green jobs
in India on rise: WB
SANGEETHA G 
CHENNAI, SEPT. 26

Around 2.7 crore workers
in India are employed in
environmentally sustain-
able green jobs, while 2.1
crore are in environmen-
tally destructive brown
jobs. While the share of
green jobs has witnessed
growth in the past decade,
the share of brown jobs is
relatively constant, finds
a study by World Bank.

About 5.9 per cent of
jobs in India, which amou-
nts to about 2.71 crore
workers, are green, while
4.6 per cent or 2.12 crore
workers are employed in
brown occupations.
However, almost 89 per
cent of jobs in India are
neither green nor brown.

The World Bank study
finds that the percentage
of green jobs has increas-
ed from 5 to 6 per cent in a
decade. The percentage of
brown occupations stays
relatively constant arou-
nd 4.5 per cent over this
period. These results sug-
gest that green jobs are
increasing at a faster rate
than brown jobs.

The largest share of
green employment is in
construction (39 per cent),
manufacturing (21 per
cent), and agriculture (14
per cent). However, manu-
facturing also accounts
for 53 per cent brown jobs

and construction
accounts for 30 per cent. 

Green workers have
higher average hourly
wages than brown and the
rest of workers in India.
Hourly wages are `59 for
green workers, `29 for
brown workers, and `43
for workers in neither
green nor brown occupa-
tions. 

This suggests a wage
premium of almost 40 per
cent for green jobs and a
penalty of 31 per cent for
brown jobs when com-
pared to other occupa-
tions.

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD 
MUMBAI, SEPT. 26

Frontline indices Sensex
and Nifty-50 made new
highs for 7th session in a
row on equity derivatives
expiry day on bullish
Asian market cues with
stimulus package
announced by China lead-
ing to huge rally in all
major Asian markets.

The Sensex gained 666
points or 0.78 per cent to
close at 85,836 after hitting
85,930 on the upper side.
The Nifty-50 gained 211.90

points or 0.81 per cent to
close at 26,216 after hitting
26250.9 intra-day.

“Winding up of posi-
tions by investors on

monthly expiry day coupl-
ed with buoyancy in Asian
and European markets
triggered a sharp upsurge
as both benchmark Sensex

and Nifty scaled fresh
highs,” said Prashanth
Tapse, senior VP-
Research, Mehta Equities. 

All sectors soared with
auto and metal being the
top contributors. Broader
maket underperformed
the benchmark index,”
said Aditya Gaggar, direc-
tor, Progressive Shares.

Positive global as well as
domestic cues helped the
benchmark to continue its
northbound journey,” said
Siddhartha Khemka, head
- Research, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services.

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 26  

The Centre is set to man-
date whitelisting the mes-
saging links and will
direct all access providers
to block any traffic con-
taining URLs, android
package kit or APKs or
Over The Top (OTT) links
that have not been
whitelisted. 

It is a major step for-
ward to curb the misuse
of URLs in the mes-
saging system. This
guideline will be
implemented by
October 1, the gov-
ernment said on
Thursday.

As per telecom
watchdog Telecom
Regulatory Authority of
India (Trai), so far, over
3,000 registered senders
have complied with this
requirement by whitelist-
ing more than 70,000 links.
“Senders who fail to
whitelist their links by
the due date will not be
able to transmit any mes-
sages containing URL,
APK or OTT links. By
complying with these new
rules, both access
providers and registered
senders can help in creat-
ing a more reliable and

safe messaging environ-
ment,” the regulator said.

In August, Trai had
directed that all telcos
must block non-whitelist-
ed messages to combat
spam. Banks, e-commerce
firms, financial institu-
tions and others who use
mobile for SMS, need to
register their message
content by August 31 to
avoid being blocked. 

The move of the regula-
tor aims at safeguarding

the consumers' inter-
ests and preventing
fraudulent activi-
ties.

Besides, the reg-
ulator had also

earler talked tough
on pesky telemar-

keters and also mandated
the access service
providers to migrate tele-
marketing calls starting
with 140 series to online
distributed ledger tech-
nology or DLT platform
latest by September 30 for
better monitoring and
control.

Trai had also mandated
that the trail of all mes-
sages from senders to
recipients must be trace-
able from Nov. 1. Any mes-
sage with a mismatched
telemarketer chain will be
rejected.

Sebi plans to modify norms of
passive product distribution
RAVI RANJAN PRASAD 
MUMBAI, SEPT. 26

Market regulator Secur-
ities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) will look at
modifying regulations to
energise mutual fund dis-
tribution of passive prod-
ucts like exchange traded
funds. Presently, there is
no incentive to the distrib-
utors.

Speaking at the launch
of investor awareness ini-
tiatives by association of
mutual funds (Amfi) in
India, Sebi chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch prom-
ised changes in existing
mutual fund distribution
regulations in the light of
“competitive landscape”
with feedback from the
mutual fund industry.

Sebi, in a consultation
paper shared in July, had
recommended a lenient
framework with minimal
regulatory constraints

referred as ‘MF Lite
Regulations’ for passive
mutual fund schemes.

Buch also shared her
vision to deepen the bond
market and achieve the
kind of growth seen in the
equity market.

“Primary debt market is
vibrant with around `8.5
lakh crore raised last year,
our strength as a country
lies in our retail investors.

Public issuances of bonds
are expensive. We hope
that there will be a lot of
transformation through
fintech and online plat-
forms," Buch said.

Sebi is also looking at
strengthening retail inve-
stors’ voice as sharehold-
ers so that it works in favo-
ur of system (in place).

“The retail investor
doesn’t enjoy sharehold-
er's power....” Buch said
adding Sebi would like to
organise retail investors
so that they have a voice
in favour of the system.

Buch, as part of the ini-
tiatives on financial  liter-
acy, launched   Bharat
Nivesh Yatra, which will
have four buses crisscross
the country in 75 days
travelling to 170 towns.

She also announced
Bharat Nivesh Young
Minds Essay Competition
for students of 8 to 12 stan-
dard. 

INDIA DID WELL
IN INFRA IN LAST
10 YEARS: RAJAN

PLI TO ADD 50 NEW
PHARMA, MEDICAL
DEVICES MFG. UNITS

IT FIRM ACCENTURE
PLANS $4-BILLION
SHARE BUYBACK 
Bengaluru, Sept. 26: IT
services major Accenture
unveiled a $4 billion share
buyback on Thursday,
closing the fourth quarter
with better-than-expected
results thanks to strong
demand for its services
that help businesses ado-
pt GenAI technology.

Accenture’s generative
AI (GenAI) business has
been outpacing the
growth in its other core
businesses, as organisa-
tions look for automation
to curtail costs and
improve efficiency.

GenAI bookings have
shown robust quarter-on-
quarter acceleration for
past four quarters, reach-
ing a total of $3 billion for
the year. — Reuters

New Delhi, Sept. 26: As
many as 50 new greenfield
plants are in the pipeline
to come up in the next two
years under the produc-
tion-linked incentive
(PLI) scheme for pharma
and medical devices man-
ufacturing, a senior offi-
cial said on Thursday.

Department of pharma-
ceuticals secretary
Arunish Chawla said the
PLI schemes in the phar-
ma and meditech sectors
have been success, 50 bra-
nd new greenfield phar-
ma and medical device
manufacturing plants alr-
eady become operational,
and 50 more are in the
pipeline,” he said. — PTI

New Delhi, Sept. 26:
India has done well in
areas like infrastructure
in the last 10 years, but it
also needs to do more in
other sectors to boost
local manufacturing and
job creation, former RBI
Governor Raghuram
Rajan said on Thursday.

Rajan said that the gov-
ernment’s focus on pro-
duction, whether it is
goods or services is a good
thing, but it is also impor-
tant to do it the right way.

Responding to a ques-
tion on the Modi govern-
ment’s flagship initiative
‘Make in India’, he said,
“I would say the intention
is good. I think in some
areas, we have done a lot,
as I said, in infra, we have
done a lot that has been
very useful”. “But we
need to check the other
places,” Rajan said.

The eminent economist
also pitched for more ease
of doing business, espe-
cially with regard to gov-
ernment policies and less
fear of raids by inspec-
tors or tax authorities.

Observing that there is a
package which propels
economic growth,“If we
focus on that, it will stren-
gthen concept of Make in
India,” he said. — PTI

EFFICIENT COVER

VALUE CREATION

IRDAI is of the view that
rules should be the same for
all insurance companies.

INSURANCE 
regulator said
insurers must

establish reasonableness
and value for money 

while surrendering 
policies. 

LIC had sought an
increase in the interest
rate assumption used
to calculate surrender
values and also 
suggested using a
plan-based G-Sec
benchmark for this
calculation.

MANY INSURANCE
companies are ready
with October 1
changes on revised
surrender value
norms, an indus-
try official said.

BIG MARKET
THE RECENT develop-
ments indicate strong
foundations of macroeco-
nomic stability in India. 

STOCK MARKETS around the
world are booming, rein-
forced by recent policy
announcements in
a few countries.

THE MOVEMENTS in
high-frequency 
indicators till August
fit well with the real
GDP growth 
projections of
Economic Survey. 

● META ALSO
announced a new,
cheaper version of
its Quest virtual
reality headset,
freshening its effort
to persuade
consumers to spend
more time on using
the virtual and
augmented reality to
play the games.

Madhabi Puri Buch

THE SENSEX gained 
666 points or 0.78 per

cent to close at 85,836
after hitting 85,930 on

the upper side. 

THE NIFTY-50 gained
211.90 points or 0.81
per cent to close at
26,216 after hitting
26250.9 intra-day.

BUOYANCY in Asian and European
markets triggered a sharp

upsurge as both Sensex and
Nifty scaled fresh highs.

2.7 crore
workers in India are
employed in environ-
mentally sustainable
green jobs.

THE LARGEST share of
green employment is
in construction (39%),
manufacturing (21%),
and agriculture (14%).

GREEN WORKERS
have higher average
hourly wages than
brown and
the rest of
workers in
India.



SHORT TAKES

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Indian Olympic
Association President P. T. Usha
had another heated confronta-
tion with the body’s Executive

Council on Thursday after a
majority of its members reiter-

ated their opposition to
Raghuram Iyer’s appointment

as CEO but the embattled
track-and-field great refused to

back down and rejected their
demand for his removal.

The main agenda of the meet-
ing called by Usha was ratifica-

tion of Iyer’s appointment as
CEO on January 5 but it ended
in a deadlock. With both sides
sticking to their earlier stands,
the bitter feud is expected to

worsen in the coming days.
“They want to re-initiate the

whole process, they want to re-
advertise afresh. It’s like saying
we don’t want this person and

let us start the process from the
scratch,” a furious Usha said.

“This process (of CEO appoint-
ment) took two years and now

they want to start all over
again. I am not going to accept
this. I have told this to the IOC

(International Olympic
Committee). I am not a quitter,
I am not going anywhere with-

out cleaning the IOA,” she
asserted. — PTI

Usha, EC clash at
IOA board meet

GGaallllee,,  SSrrii  LLaannkkaa::  Dinesh
Chandimal’s century in Galle

powered Sri Lanka to 306/3 at
stumps on Thursday’s opening
day of the second Test against

New Zealand.
The left-hander was bowled by

Glenn Phillips in the final ses-
sion after hitting 15 boundaries

in his knock of 116 — his sixth
Test century at the picturesque

venue and his 16th overall. 
Angelo Mathews (78) and
Kamindu Mendis (51) will

resume for the hosts on the
second day after both hitting

half-centuries. 
For Kamindu it was a world

record eighth consecutive fifty
since the 25-year-old’s debut
against Australia at the same

venue two years ago. 
Mathews reached his own mile-

stone by becoming only the
sixth cricketer to make 2,000

Test runs at a single venue — a
select group that includes the
likes of Joe Root and Graham

Gooch — on the notoriously
bowler-friendly Galle pitch.

Chandimal made his ton with a
single off Kiwi spinner Mitchell

Santner in a knock that capi-
talised on loose deliveries.

— AFP
BBrriieeff  ssccoorreess::  Sri Lanka 306/3

(Dinesh Chandimal 116, Angelo
Mathews 78 not out, Kamindu

Mendis 51 not out, Glenn Phillips
1/33) vs New Zealand.

Chandimal ton
powers Sri Lanka
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PPuudduucchheerrrryy::  India U-19 boys
held their nerve in the final

overs to eke out a seven-run
victory over Australia in a high-

scoring third youth ODI, com-
pleting a 3-0 series sweep on

Thursday. The Indian junior
team had won the first and sec-

ond Youth ODIs by seven and
nine wickets respectively.

Batting first, India scored 324
for 8 riding on half-centuries

from opener Rudra Patel (77 off
81 balls) and skipper Mohamed

Amaan (71 off 72 balls). In
reply, Australia were going

strong at 241 for 2 in the 41st
over with twin centurions —

skipper Oliver Peake (111) and
Steven Hogan (104) — adding

180 runs for the third wicket
stand but they finally could

only manage 317 for 7 at the
end of the stipulated 50 overs.

— PTI
BBrriieeff  SSccoorreess::  India U-19 324/8 in 50

overs (Mohamed Amaan 71, Rudra
Patel 77, Hardik Raj 30) beat

Australia 317/7 in 50 overs (Oliver
Peake 111, Steven Hogan 104, Hardik

Raj 3/55, Kiran Chormale 2/59).

MMaaccaauu::  Star Indian shuttler
Kidambi Srikanth advanced to
the men’s singles quarterfinals
of the Macau Open Super 300
badminton tournament with a

straight-game victory over
compatriot Ayush Shetty in the

second round here on Thursday.
Seeded sixth, Srikanth, who is

playing his first competition
since recovering from an injury

sustained in May, outclassed
Ayush 21-13, 21-18 to emerge as

the lone Indian competitor in
the singles event.

Srikanth, the 2021 World
Championship silver medallist,

will next face Hong Kong’s sec-
ond seed Ng Ka Long Angus,
with whom he shares an even

4-4 head-to-head record in
their last eight encounters.

In women’s doubles, the pair of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri

Gopichand also reached the
quarterfinals, securing a solid
22-20, 21-11 win over Chinese

Taipei’s Lin Chih-Chun and Teng
Chun Hsun in just 38 minutes.

— PTI

Treesa-Gayatri,
Srikanth in QFs

India colts pip Oz
for clean sweep INDIA CANPUR

Rohit & Co. likely to maintain supremacy over Bangladesh
Kanpur, Sept. 26: India
would want their big
guns Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma to fire
when the mighty hosts
aim for a clean sweep
against a beleaguered
Bangladesh in the sec-
ond and final Test start-
ing here on Friday.

The all-round show of
Ravichandran Ashwin,
Shubman Gill’s sublime
hundred, Ravindra
Jadeja’s quality batting
and Rishabh Pant’s roar-
ing comeback allowed
India to script a comfort-
able victory in Chennai
despite being put under
pressure by the
Bangladesh pacers on
day one.

The way India bounced
back in the game reaf-
firmed their supremacy
in Test cricket, especial-
ly at home where they
are on course for a
record extending 18th
consecutive series win.

Having made a suc-
cessful return in white-
ball cricket, it was time
for Pant to show that it is
the Test arena where he
can make the maximum
impact. It seems he has
even added one more
dimension to his game:
curbing his aggressive
instinct if the situation
demands, making him
even more dangerous.

However, both Rohit
and Virat’s bats
remained silent in the
series-opener as
Bangladesh pacers —
Hasan Mahmud and
Taskin Ahmed —
bowled probing lines on
a supportive track and
were rewarded.

With a long Test season
ahead of them, the two
premier batters must be
itching to get back
among the runs.

Playing his first Test at
home since March 2023,
Kohli did not look at his
sharpest and one can
trust him to not go for
expansive cover drives
at the start of his
innings.

CCHHAANNGGEE  IINN
CCOOMMBBIINNAATTIIOONNSS

The Green Park wicket
has traditionally been a
low and slow track that
assists spinners. While
it is expected to offer
some assistance to the
fast bowlers initially, the
basic nature of the
pitch, prepared with
black soil brought from
Unnao, is not expected to
change much.

The wicket will
become slower as the
game progresses. It
means, India can field
three spinners instead of
three pacers. If that is
indeed the case, Akash
Deep could make way for
Kuldeep Yadav.

If India think they
need more cushion with
the bat, then Axar Patel
might just pip home
hero Kuldeep, who has
performed exceptionally
over the last 18 months.

The muggy weather
will pose a huge chal-
lenge for the players. 

— PTI

Kanpur, Sept. 26:
Accused of murder in his
country, star Bangladesh
all-rounder Shakib Al
Hasan laid out his retire-
ment plans on Thursday,
declaring that he is done
with T20Is, will wind up
his ODI career in next
year’s Champions
Trophy and is ready to
say goodbye to Tests here
against India.

The 37-year-old, one of
the biggest stars to
emerge from
Bangladesh, was address-
ing the media on the eve
of the second and final
Test against Rohit
Sharma’s men that could
well be his international
swansong in the format if
a proposed home series
against South Africa
does not work out.

He is hoping to be
picked for the two-Test
affair next month and
wind it up in Mirpur,
where the second game
could be held in the sec-
ond half.

“It has been tough for
me. Only Allah knows
how I am focused on the
game. Even I don’t
know,” admitted the
Bangladesh great, who
featured in 129 T20Is for
his country and will con-

tinue to play in franchise
leagues.

“I have played my last
T20 match in T20 World
Cup. We have discussed
this with the selectors.
Looking at the 2026 World
Cup, this is the right time

for me to move out.
Hopefully, BCB will find
some great players and
we will perform well,”
said the spinner.

Shakib has played 70
Tests, scoring 4600 runs
and taking 242 wickets.

“I have expressed my
desire to play my last
Test in Mirpur to BCB.
They agreed with me.
They are trying to organ-
ise everything so that I
can go to Bangladesh. If
that won’t happen, the
match against India in
Kanpur would be my last
Test,” he added.

Shakib was named as
an accused in a murder
case back home during
the political unrest that
led to the ouster of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.
He was a member of
Parliament from her
party, the Awami League
and he has been avoiding
going back to Bangladesh
to steer clear of the legal
proceedings that await
him. — PTI

Mumbai, Sept. 26:
Overjoyed by India’s
remarkable dual triumph at
the Chess Olympiad, five-
time world champion
Viswanathan Anand said
that while this marks a
promising beginning, there
is still much work to be
done for women’s chess in
the country.

India scripted history on
Sunday as both its men’s
and women’s teams secured
their first-ever titles,
achieving a remarkable
clean sweep of gold medals
at the Chess Olympiad.

But while in recent times,
the men’s game has surged
in popularity with young
Indian talents like R.
Praggnanandhaa and D.
Gukesh making waves on
the world stage,  in contrast,
the women’s game has
struggled to match this tra-
jectory.

“It’s a very good begin-
ning. I think still a long way
to go because we must con-
tinuously keep progress-
ing,” Anand said, at the
sidelines of the Tech
Mahindra Global Chess
League.

“And more important, get
more and more girls to play
and I think exactly this
result will inspire more
girls to play, and that is the
hope,” he added.

The 54-year-old chess icon
who has inspired the cur-
rent young crop of chess
players creating a splash on
the global stage was delight-

ed to witness history being
created by them.

“First of all that, great
pride that it had happened.
It’s not like the result
caught me by surprise, It
had been the case for a cou-
ple of hours already, so you
prepare yourself,” he said.

“But you’re happy to sud-
denly realise that you’re
double Olympiad champion,
I know all of them for many,
many years, and there’s also
the feeling of being with
friends who had great suc-
cess. I personally enjoyed
being there. I enjoyed listen-
ing to the anthems two
times. And I knew that the
whole world kind of took
notice of India’s perform-
ance,” he added.

— PTI

Paris, Sept. 26:
Manchester United stut-
tered to a 1-1 draw at
home to FC Twente in
their opening Europa
League game on
Wednesday as Christian
Eriksen scored but then
made an error that led to
the equaliser. The
Denmark international
put United ahead with a
powerful first-half strike
on a soaking wet night at
Old Trafford before Sam
Lammers equalised for
Twente in the 68th
minute after Eriksen was
caught in possession.

United manager Erik
ten Hag selected a strong
side to take on Twente, a
club where the Dutchman
came through the youth
ranks and had three
spells as a player before
moving into coaching
with the Eredivisie side.

Marcus Rashford
returned to the line-up
after coming off the
bench in Saturday’s 0-0
draw at Crystal Palace,
with Harry Maguire

replacing Matthijs de Ligt
in defence and Manuel
Ugarte taking the place of
Kobbie Mainoo.

United had an early let-
off when Lammers
dragged narrowly wide
after slack play by Diogo
Dalot, before Twente goal-
keeper Lars Unnerstall
pulled off a brilliant save
to stop Mees Hilgers from
turning into his own net.

He was well beaten
though by Eriksen’s thun-

derbolt after the ball
broke to the midfielder
inside the Twente area.

Andre Onana turned
Sem Steijn’s low free-kick
around the post near the
hour, but Twente drew
level when former
Rangers forward
Lammers dispossessed
Eriksen after Bart van
Rooij’s marauding run
into the United half, gal-
loping clear to fire home.

— AFP

MAN UNITED HELD BY SMALLER
SIDE TWENTE IN EUROPA GAME

Chess Olympiad
win a promising
start, says Anand  

Twente players celebrate after the Europa League
opening phase match against Manchester United at
Old Trafford in Manchester on Wednesday. — AP

Shakib calls it quits from T20Is
India head coach Gautam Gambhir (right) talks to K. L. Rahul during a training session ahead of the second
and last Test against Bangladesh in Kanpur on Thursday. — PTI

Bangladesh all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan addresses a
press conference in Kanpur on Thursday. — PTI 

Former world chess cham-
pion Viswanathan Anand at
an event in Mumbai on
Thursday. — PTI

Rishab has Team Red line-up in a spin

Rishab Baslas was the top performer at
the Hyderabad Cricket Association’s

Senior Zonals action on Thursday. The
left-arm spinner took five wickets while
conceding 45 runs in Team Yellow’s
drawn game against Team Red. The Reds
replied to Yellow’s 253 with 210 in the only
innnings possible. Mickil Jaiswal top-
scored for the Red side with 82 while
Pranav Varma contributed 40.
BBrriieeff  SSccoorreess::

HHCCAA  SSEENNIIOORR  ZZOONNAALLSS

DDaayy--33::
■ Team Yellow 253 in 77.2 overs  drew with Team Red 210 in
71.3 overs (Mickil Jaiswal 82, Shashank Lokesh 32, Pranav
Varma 40, K. Bhagath Varma 3/55, RRiisshhaabb  BBaassllaass  55//4455  ——
1155..33--00--4455--55).
■ Team Green 46/1 in 12 overs drew with Team Orange (Day
3 called off without a ball being bowled).

Trials for State women’s football side

The Telangana Football Association is conducting
selection trials to pick the Senior Women’s state foot-

ball team at the Gymkhana Ground in Secunderabad on
Sunday at 7 am. The trials are only for girls from the
twin cities. Participants should bring their Aadhar Card
for the selections, a press release from the TFA said.

Karteek in Kigali doubles semifinal

Hydearabad’s Ganta Sai Karteek Reddy and his part-
ner Siddant Banthia of India advanced to the semi-

finals of the men’s doubles ITF 25K World Tour tennis
tournament being held at Kigali in Rwanda. In the quar-
terfinal played on Thursday, Karteek and Siddanth
defeated Iradukunda Guy Orly of Burundi & Safawat
Mohamed of Egypt 6-3, 6-4. Earlier in the prequarterfi-
nal, Karteek-Siddanth beat the Indian pair of Ananth
Mani Muni & Bharat Nishok Kumaran with a 7-6(7-5), 6-
3 scoreline.

Rui Amorim Sreenidi Deccan new coach

Sreenidi Deccan Football Club has appointed Rui
Amorim as the club’s new Head Coach following the

departure of Domingo Oramas. Amorim brings a wealth
of experience from his extensive work across various
divisions in Portugal and internationally. His most
recent role saw him lead SC Znojmo in the Czech
Republic. Amorim’s appointment is seen
as a key step in driving Sreenidi Deccan
FC’s ambitions for success.

Reflecting on his new role, Amorim
said: “I am excited to join Sreenidi
Deccan FC at such an important time in
the club’s development. This is a great
opportunity to work with a talented
group of players and to help the club
achieve its objectives. I look forward to
bringing my experience and passion to the team.”

Fabio Ferreira, Chief Football Officer of Sreenidi
Deccan FC, expressed his confidence about the appoint-
ment. “Our goals and ambitions for the upcoming sea-
son remain unchanged — we are fully committed to com-
peting at the highest level and building a strong, win-
ning team. We are delighted to welcome Coach Rui
Amorim on board,” he said.
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Hyderabad, Sept. 26:
Ravi Kumar, Saarthak
Chhibber and Akshay
Neranjen shot scores of
seven-under 63 at the
Par-70 Hyderabad Golf
Association golf course
on Thursday to share
the lead after the first
round of the Golconda
Masters.

Bengaluru’s Aryan
Roopa Anand and
Delhi’s Sachin Baisoya
returned cards of six-
under 64 to be tied for
fourth.

PGTI Ranking leader
Veer Ahlawat carded a
66 to be tied 11th.
Hyderabad-based pro-
fessional Mohd Azhar
(69) was the highest-
placed among the local
golfers as he was tied
48th.

Ravi, a 10th tee starter
on Day One, scored
seven birdies and didn’t
drop any shots thanks
to his exceptional
wedge-play. While
Ravi’s chipping was the
highlight of his round,
the 29-year-old pro,
fighting to save his card

for next season also
played an outstanding
approach on the eighth
to set up a birdie there.

Chhibber too shot a
bogey-free 63 to be co-
leader. The 24-year-old,
enjoying one of his best
seasons on the PGTI
with three top-10s
including a runner-up
finish, landed it within
six feet for six of his
seven birdies. He never
looked in any sort of
trouble and sank his
longest putt of the day, a
20-footer for birdie on
the 15th, to make it a
run of five consecutive
birdies on the back-
nine.

Akshay, also part of
the three-way lead,
mixed eight birdies
with a bogey during his
63. Akshay enjoyed a
fruitful day with the
putter as he sank some
long birdie putts includ-
ing a 40-footer on the
13th. He also came up
with some quality up
and downs from rough
and the bunker to keep
the birdies coming.

Three share lead at
Golconda Masters


