
SHASHI BHUSHAN | DC
NEW DELHI, JAN. 17

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said that
India stands as an out-
standing destination for
every investor looking to
shape their future in the
mobility sector and
assured government sup-
port. 

Speaking after inaugu-
rating the Bharat Mobility
Global Expo 2025 at Bharat
Mandapam in the national
capital, the Prime Mini-
ster said that India is foc-
using on the development
of green technology, EVs,
hydrogen fuel and biofu-
els, a complete ecosystem
for auto manufacturing.

Modi stated that driven
by the aspirations of the
people and energy of the
youth, India's automobile
sector is witnessing an
unprecedented transform-
ation. He mentioned that
in the past year, the Indi-
an auto industry has gro-
wn by nearly 12 per cent.

The Prime Minister said
that the sale of approxi-
mately 2.5-crore cars in a
year demonstrates the
continuously growing
demand in India. He
emphasised that this
growth showcases why
India is viewed with such
high expectations when it
comes to the future of
mobility.

Modi said that the num-
ber of cars sold annually
in India surpasses the pop-
ulation of many countries
and attributed the rise in
exports to the “Make in
India and Make for the
World” mantra.

Highlighting that India
is currently the world's
fifth-largest economy and
the third-largest passen-
ger vehicle market, Modi
said that as India ascends
to become one of the top
three economies globally,
the country's auto market
will witness unprecedent-
ed transformation and
expansion.

Modi noted that several
factors drive the future of
mobility in India, includ-
ing the country’s large
youth population, the
expanding middle class,
rapid urbanisation, mod-
ern infrastructure devel-

opment and affordable
vehicles through the
“Make in India” initiative.
“These factors collectively
push the growth of the
auto sector in India,” he
said.

Stressing the significant
role of the Make in India
initiative in the growth
potential of India's auto
industry, Modi said that
the PLI schemes had given
new momentum to the
campaign, aiding sales of
over `2.25-lakh crore. He
emphasised that this
scheme has created more
than 1.5 lakh direct jobs in
the sector.
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Future of mobility
belongs to us: PM

Delhi: BJP vows `2.5K 
for women, LPG  `500
SHASHI BHUSHAN | DC
NEW DELHI, JAN. 17

The BJP on Friday
released its “Sankalp
Patra” (manifesto) prom-
ising `2,500 monthly aid
for women, `21,000 for ev-
ery pregnant woman, LPG
cylinders at `500 and also
`2,500 pension for senior
citizens in a bid to under-
cut the AAP in the battle
for Delhi’s urban poor.

Releasing the BJP's first
of three Sankalp Patras
for the February 5 Delhi

Assembly polls, party
president J.P. Nadda said
that a BJP-led Delhi gov-
ernment will approve
implementation of the
“Ayushman Bharat”
national public health
insurance scheme in the
city in its first Cabinet
meeting. 

He assured that all exist-
ing public welfare
schemes in the national
capital will continue if the
party is voted to power.

■ Full report on Page 11

AAP promises free bus
rides for male students
AVINASH PRABHAKAR
JHA | DC
NEW DELHI, JAN. 17

AAP national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal on
Friday announced free
bus rides for male stu-
dents if his party gets re-
elected in the February 5
Assembly polls.

Addressing the media,
the former chief minister
said, “Women in Delhi are
already enjoying free bus
rides. Now, we will extend
the same benefit to male

students to ease their
financial burden and pro-
mote education accessibil-
ity.” He assured that the
scheme would be a priori-
ty for his government if
re-elected. In a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, he also demanded a
50 per cent rebate for stu-
dents in Delhi Metro
fares, the party said,
hours before the BJP
released its manifesto for
the polls. 

■ Full report on Page 11

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 17

India on Friday announ-
ced that 16 Indians serving
in the Russian Army have
been categorised by Russi-
an authorities as “miss-
ing” and their whereabo-
uts are not known. MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jai-
swal said that the MEA is
in touch with the families
of these Indians.

He said that of the 126
Indians who had been rec-
ruited in the Russian Ar-
my, 96 have returned to
India while 12 died in the
(Russia-Ukraine) war whi-
le adding that of the 18 still
found to be serving in the
Russian Army.

■ Full report on Page 11

N. VAMSI SRINIVAS I DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

In a significant develop-
ment, the Centre on Fri-
day announced a grand
revival package for the
crisis-ridden Visakhapa-
tnam Steel Plant (VSP),
which has a high emoti-
onal connect with the pe-
ople of Andhra Pradesh.

As per the revival plan
approved by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi,
`10,300 crore will be inf-
used as equity capital
and `1,140 crore working
capital loan will be conv-
erted into cumulative pr-
eference share capital re-
deemable after 10 years.

■ Full report on Page 14

Parl. Budget 
session likely
from Jan. 31
DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 17

The first part of Parli-
ament’s Budget Session
is likely to be held betw-
een January 31 and
February 13, with Union
finance minister Nirm-
ala Sitharaman set to
table her eighth straight
budget on February 1.

In line with the conven-
tion, the session will
start with President Dro-
upadi Murmu’s address
to a joint sitting of the
Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha on January 31, fol-
lowed by the tabling of
the economic survey.

Following the recess,
sources said the second
part of the session will be
held between the second
week of March and first
week of April. The first
part is marked by a deb-
ate in both Houses on the
Motion of Thanks on the
President’s address and
ends with the Prime
Minister’s reply.

MEA: Indians
go missing in
Russian Army 

Cabinet okays
`11,440 cr for
debt-hit VSP

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy on Friday invited
Singapore Institute of
Technical Education (ITE)
to support the governme-
nt’s efforts to set up the
Young India Skill Unive-
rsity in Hyderabad’s Fou-
rth City.

On the first day of the
Singapore tour, the Telan-
gana Rising delegation led
by the Chief Minister vis-
ited the Singapore ITE,
and explored its skill
development courses in 20
sectors. 

Later, they held discus-
sions with the top ITE offi-
cials.

Revanth Reddy briefed
officials on the state’s
Young India Skill
University and requested
the Singapore ITE to par-

ticipate in skill develop-
ment training. The ITE
delegation expressed its
readiness to work together
with Young India Skill
University. 

Officials of ITE and Skill

University signed a mem-
orandum of understand-
ing to work together in
skill development.

■ Page 3:  Revanth focuses
on long-term alliance

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy and IT minister D.
Sridhar Babu with Singapore foreign minister Vivian
Balakrishnan, on Friday. — BY ARRANGEMENT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the Bharat
Mobility Global Expo 2025 at Bharat Mandapam in New
Delhi, on Friday. — PTI

Says focusing on green tech development, EVs

ITE expresses its readiness to work with Young India

Revanth’s S’pore visit
gets skill varsity deal

MOBILITY MANTRA
● MODI mentioned that
in the past year, the
Indian auto industry
has grown by nearly 
12 per cent.
● HE said the sale of
2.5 crore cars in a year
shows the growing
demand in India. 

● HE emphasised that the
growth shows why India is
viewed with such high
expectations when it comes
to the future of mobility.
● HE noted several factors
drive the future of mobility
in India, including youth
population, modern infra.



SHORT TAKE
RAJANARSIMHA

ASSURES STIPEND
HIKE FOR JR DOCS 

JNTU-H BEGINS
ASSISTANT PROF.

INTERVIEWS

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

Health minister Damodar
Rajanarsimha assured junior
doctors of the possibility of a
hike in stipends and timely
release of salaries, during a
meeting with the Telangana
Junior Doctors Association
(TJUDA) on Friday.

The delegation highlighted
the issue of stipends, scholar-
ships and salary delays of
assistant and associate profes-
sors. The association also sub-
mitted a representation reque-
sting a stipend hike. He agreed
to forward the representation
to the health secretary. He also
agreed to examine the possibil-
ity of exempting stipends from
tax and explore possible solu-
tions.

Hyderabad: JNTU-
Hyderabad commenced the
assistant professor (ratifica-
tion) interviews for private
affiliated colleges on Friday.
The interviews will continue
until January 20. 

The process is being super-
vised by JNTU in-charge Vice
Chancellor Prof. V. Balakista
Reddy, rector Prof. K. Vijay-
akumar Reddy, and registrar
Dr K. Venkateswara Rao. 

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Reddy,
accompanied by key universi-
ty officials including Dr S. Th-
ara Kalyani, director of the
affiliation audit cell, Prof. B.
Ravindra Reddy, autonomous
director, and Dr B. Swetha,
deputy director, conducted a
review of the ongoing inter-
view process. Interacting with
the candidates, Prof. Reddy
stressed the importance of
upholding academic standards
in affiliated colleges, ensuring
the recruitment of capable fac-
ulty members.
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PRIYA RATHNAM and
MANVI VYAS I DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

The Telangana Cyber
Security Bureau
(TGCSB), which is lead-
ing the battle against dig-
ital fraudsters, is taking
youth and child protec-
tion as a top priority.

In line with this, the
bureau has set up a dedi-
cated child protection
unit (CPU) to address
child sexual abuse mate-
rial (CSAM) and related
online offences.

This initiative aims to
safeguard children from
getting exploited online
and strengthen efforts to
combat cybercrimes that
involve abuse, particular-
ly those related to porno-
graphic content, said
TGCSB director Shikha
Goel. 

DGP Goel, who heads
the Women Safety Wing,
said that the CPU would
operate in close collabo-
ration with Bachpan
Bachao Andolan (BBA),
an association that is
working to combat child
exploitation and an MoU
had been signed to com-
bat child abuse on online
platforms including the
pornographic content.

The BBA, which has a
wing dealing with
harassment, will assist
the bureau by providing
resource persons and

training officers in han-
dling such sensitive
cases, Goel said. Cases
related to child sexual
abuse material will be
reported through peti-
tions and complaints
filed via the emergency
helpline 1930 and the
investigation will be
taken up with TGCSB
and BBA resources.

“This proactive app-
roach aims to identify
and eliminate harmful
material before it can
cause further damage,”
Goel added.

She said a holistic
approach was being
taken by the TGSCB.

“This initiative is not
just about identifying
perpetrators but also
about creating a robust
system that addresses
prevention, detection,
and justice,” she stated.

TGCSB has also taken
up an initiative to edu-
cate parents in order to
ensure digital safety of
children. 

“We know how difficult
it is for parents to see
their children experience
untoward online situa-
tions like cyberbullying
and coming across inap-
propriate content on
social media platforms.
But we believe that digi-

tal hygiene too starts
from home and that a
parent must know what
rights these applications
give them,” said Goel.
TGCSB has developed a
handbook that aims to
educate parents about
the different parental
control features social
media apps provide.
From understanding
what these parental con-
trol features are to help-
ing parents understand
how they can help their
children create healthy
digital boundaries, the
guide has it all. The
handbook also consists of
ways parents can teach
their children fearless
reporting of online
crimes. 

“We advise parents to
have open conversations
with their children.
Make them believe they
can reach out to you for
support. Identifying
behaviours is one thing a
parent can do. Identify
mood swings, behaviors
of secrecy or withdrawal.
Keeping records like
screenshots of messages,
comments act as crucial
evidence while taking
legal action against the
bully,” the TGCSB direc-
tor said.

The bureau further
urged parents to be
aware of the laws that
exist to protect their
child from online abuse.

CSB to make children’s
online presence safer

SHRIMANSI KAUSHIK | DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

Doctors are raising con-
cern over cases of scarlet
fever among children.  It is
a bacterial infection that
usually affects children
between the ages of five
and 15 years.
The fever is common dur-

ing winter months and can
lead to serious complica-
tions if not checked early.

“The fever is caused by
group A beta-hemolytic
streptococcus, which relea-
ses a toxin that produces a
rash on the skin and red-
dish colour on the tongue,”
said Dr Satish Ghanta, sen-

ior paediatrician. Doctors
said this fever leads to the
tonsils in the throat being
swollen, leading to the
child’s inability to eat.“If
your child develops fever,
red and painful tonsils with
or without creamish

deposits, a diffuse red sand-
paper like rash on day two
and a strawberry-like
tongue, consult a paediatri-
cian without fail,” said Dr
Sivaranjani Santosh, paedi-
atrician. “Besides high
fever and rash, the patient

suffers a sore throat, swo-
llen lymph nodes, severe
body pain, pain while swal-
lowing and weakness for a
week. Children cannot eat
anything during that peri-
od,” said Dr Ghanta.

“The symptoms last for
about five days, usually
going up to seven days.
Some even go up to ten
days. The weakness and the
eating issues linger on for a
while,” he added. Doctors
suggested tha t parents
remain cautious and follow
the doctor’s prescription
for antibiotics. “It can be
cured easily with basic
antibiotics. Only if the
child is facing issues with

eating food and swallowing
medicine, they are treated
with IV fluids,” Dr Ghanta
added.

“Start the antibiotic as
prescribed, and complete
the course, otherwise there
is a chance for the kidneys
and heart to get affected. Do
not send the child to school
till recovery is complete,”
Dr Sivaranjani urged.

Complications include
throat swelling to the
extent that it becomes a site
of pus. It can affect the
joints as well. In some rare
cases, it may lead to kidney
and liver complications. It
can also lead to ear, sinus
infections and pneumonias. 

Fever during winter can cause serious complications if not treated WINTER | ILLNESS

Docs raise concern over scarlet fever cases

SANJAY 
SAMUEL PAUL | DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

Hazrat Ali’s birth anni-
versary celebrations took
centre stage on Friday,
featuring a grand Sehra
procession led by an ele-
phant. The day falls on 13
Rajjab as per the Islamic
calendar, and festivities
continue throughout the
week.

On Friday, 16 Rajjab,
devotees gathered at
ashoorkhana in Imlibun,
where an elephant carry-
ing the “Sandal” and
“Sehra” led a procession
that passed through Da-
rulshifa and Noorkhan
Bazaar. Thousands of
participants thronged
the streets to witness the

event. According to Syed
Hamid Hussain Jafri,
president of the TS Shia
Youth Conference, prom-
inent figures attended a
religious meeting on the
occasion, including Srin-
agar MP Aga Syed

Ruhullah Mehdi. On Th-
ursday, the ‘Juloos-e-
Sehra Mubarak’, was
taken out after prayers at
the Ashoorkhana Baitul
Sharaf Sarkar Rizayul
Millat and was led by
Moulana Syed Waheed

Uddin Hyder Jaffery
Qibla Akhbari. 

The procession began
in the afternoon, travers-
ing Darulshifa, Purani
Haveli, Mandi Mir Alam,
and Etebar Chowk, even-
tually concluding at
Panjesha Vilayat.

Earlier, on Tuesday, a
separate procession left
Bargha Sakina, Alijah-
kotla, and reached Moula
Ali via Mir Alam Mandi,
Darulshifa, Chaderghat,
Barkatpura, Nallakunta,
Tarnaka, and Lalapet.

Organiser Ali Raza said
the occasion marked the
1,467th birth anniversary
(Viladath) of Imam Ali
Ibne Abu Talib (a.s.), who
holds the distinction of
being born inside the
Holy Kaaba in Macca.

Sehra procession takes centrestage

Celebrations mark Hazrat Ali’s birth anniversary with
Sehra procession led by an elephant on Friday.

— P. SURENDRA

Goel’s initiative aims to educate parents on kids’ digital safety

CITY SEGMENTS

National merit scholarship
deadline extended to Jan. 19

TGBIE extends Inter exams fee deadline till Jan. 25
Hyderabad: The Board
of Intermediate Educ-
ation allowed students

time till January 25 to
pay fee for the Interme-
diate Public Exams, to

be held in March, with a
late fee of `2,500. This
applies to 1st and 2nd

year regular and failed
students from general,
vocational streams.  

Hyderabad: The
Board of Intermediate
Education has ann-
ounced an extension of
the deadline to Jan-
uary 19 to submit fresh
and renewal applica-
tions for the national
merit scholarships un-
der the Central Sector
Scholarship Scheme
for college and varsity
students.

This extension
applies to students who
have passed the Inte-
rmediate Public Exa-
mination (IPE) 2025 as
well as those renewing
their scholarship appli-
cations for 2024-25. The
deadline for verifica-

tion of applications by
institute nodal officers
(INO) has been set as
January 23. Applicants
are required to submit
their forms online thr-
ough the official portal
at scholarships.gov.in.
The list of top 20th per-
centile of provisionally
selected candidates fro-
m IPE 2024, is available
on the TGBIE’s official
website.  The ministry
of education said that
students who missed
applying for renewal of
their scholarships in
previous years may
apply for renewal if
they meet eligibility
criteria for 2024-25.

Chakali IIamma included
in TG Universities Act
Hyderabad: The state
government has ame-
nded the Telangana
Universities Act of
1991 to include Veera-
nari Chakali Ilamma
Women’s University,
following Governor
Jishnu Dev Varma’s
assent. 

This development
comes in the wake of
an agitation by stu-
dents of the institu-
tion, formerly known
as Osmania University
College for Women,
Koti. 

Elevated to the status
of a state university in
2022 and initially
renamed Telangana

Mahila Vishwavidy-
alayam, it was rechris-
tened as Veeranari
Chakali Ilamma Wom-
en’s University in
September last to hon-
our the legacy of the
revolutionary who
stood up against feudal
lords in Visnur, Wa-
rangal.

The University
Grants Commission
(UGC) had not recog-
nised the university. In
November 2024, pr-
otests intensified as
students demanded
UGC accreditation, ex-
pressing fears that
their degrees might be
deemed invalid.

EVENTS 
TODAYTODAY

Shoban Babu jayanti 
celebrations

Time: 9 am
Venue: Ravindra Bharathi 

Bayan-e-Ghalib: Ghalib's
ghazals and graceful

Kathak
Time: 9 am

Venue: Shilparamam

Book release by Krishna
Mohan

Time: 6 pm
Venue: Ravindra Bharathi

Lecture-demonstration of
ikebana by Rekha Reddy

Time: 11.30 am
Venue: YK Antiques Home

Museum 

Workshop on mindful
Mandala art
Time: 1 pm

Venue: Hyatt Place

Kundeti Kommu: Award-
winning Telugu play

Time: 7 pm
Venue: Our Sacred Space 

Kothapet Hyderabad
Unlimited Book Fair

Time: 10 am
Venue: Rajdhani Gardens

P.C. Sorcar magic show
Time: 4 pm

Venue: Hari Hara Kala
Bhavan

Eternal and Ethereal
Himalayas: Art Exhibition

Time: 11.30 am
Venue: Icon Art Gallery

SCARLET FEVER IN CHILDREN  

POTENTIAL
COMPLICATIONS
Swollen throat,
joint issues, 
kidney, liver, and
heart risks.

COMMON
SYMPTOMS
High fever, red &
painful tonsils, 
strawberry tongue,
sandpaper rash.

TREATMENT
Easily treated
with antibiotics;
IV fluids for
severe cases.

A BACTERIAL INFECTION AFFECTING
CHILDREN AGED 5-15 YEARS.

PARENTAL SETTINGS
Parental controls that can
be accessed by parents 
on different platforms:

INSTAGRAM: Privatise
account, apply comment
filters, go to family centre,
enable location sharing.
Family centre feature
would direct users to the
“Invite your teen” option.
This would enable
supervision via the app.

X: Turn on privacy
and safety options,
block words, and
turn on 
restricted DMs.

We know how
difficult it is for

parents to see their
children experience
untoward online situa-
tions like cyberbully-
ing and coming across
inappropriate content
on social media plat-

forms.       
— DGP Shikha Goel

TGCSB director



Aruna: Cong. will
be drubbed in poll
Hyderabad: BJP vice-president

D.K. Aruna alleged the Congress
government had failed across

all fronts in Telangana. She
added that if the Congress

leaders orchestrate the same
tune, the voters would give a
befitting reply in the ensuing

local body elections.
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The MoU was signed by Skill
University vice-chancellor
V.L.V.S.S. Subba Rao and
Singapore deputy director of
IT education services
Fabian Chiang on behalf of
the ITE.

Minister D. Sridhar Babu
explained how various
courses were being conduct-
ed in accordance with the
market demand to provide
employment to the youth in
various sectors.

The Chief Minister also
held wide-ranging discus-

sions with Singapore's for-
eign minister Vivian
Balakrishnan, which
focused on forging long-term
partnerships covering infra-
structure development, ener-
gy, sustainable green energy
initiatives, water manage-
ment, river rejuvenation,
tourism, education and
skills development, IT parks,
and more.

Industries principal secre-
tary Jayesh Ranjan, TGIIC
MD Vishnuvardhan and
Chief Minister's special sec-
retary Ajith Reddy were part
of the delegation.

Revanth focuses on
long-term alliance

BALU PULIPAKA I DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

Irrigation minister N.
Uttam Kumar Reddy on
Friday slammed the BRS
and former irrigation
minister T. Harish Rao
for claiming that credit
for Thursday’s orders
from the Krishna Water
Disputes Tribunal-2 sho-
uld go to then chief min-
ister K. Chandrashekar
Rao.

In a statement, Uttam
Kumar Reddy said it was
the BRS government
which for 10 years
betrayed the state’s inter-
ests on Krishna waters.
Now that the Congress
government had man-
aged to achieve signifi-
cant progress in the
process in favour of
Telangana, the BRS was
rushing to claim credit.

Uttam Kemar Reddy
said it was the Congress
which from the begin-
ning, fought for
Telangana’s rightful
share from Krishna
based on the extent of the
river’s basin in the state,
and the ayacut.

“It was the BRS govern-
ment which in 2015
entered into an agree-
ment with residuary AP
on sharing the 811 tmc ft
of water given to unified

Andhra Pradesh by
agreeing to take just 299
tmc ft and allowing AP to
claim 512 tmc ft.”

“This sowed the seeds
for the injustice to
Telangana on using
Krishna’s waters and it
was the BRS leaders who
signed on this agree-
ment,” Uttam Kumar
Reddy said.

He said the Congress
government had insisted
on Telangana getting 70
per cent share of the
water and that it was also
the Congress that pres-
surised the Centre on the
river water sharing issue
which finally saw Section
3 of the Inter-State River
Waters Disputes Act, 1956
come to the fore as part of
the new terms of refer-
ence issued by the BJP-
led government at the
Centre just ahead of the
2023 Assembly elections
in the state.

Uttam Kumar Reddy

said the BRS government
had failed to achieve con-
clusion to the river water
sharing, despite the
Centre extending the
term of the Brijesh
Kumar Tribunal (KWDT-
II) several times. “Only
after we came to power,
we pressurised the
Centre to move forward
on the allocation,” he
said. 

He said Chandrashekar
Rao had remained a
silent spectator while AP
increased its capacity to
take water from Srisai-
lam reservoir through
the Pothireddypadu proj-
ect. “KCR also skipped
the Apex Council meet-
ing until AP completed
the tender process for the
Rayalaseema lift irriga-
tion project. Was it also
not KCR who declared
that he will ensure that
Godavari water will be
taken to Rayalaseema
region?” he asked.

“Instead of apologising
to the people of
Telangana for BRS' fail-
ures, Harish Rao is mak-
ing false claims and he is
also answerable on his
own silence on all these
issues as well as on AP’s
Polavaram project taking
Godavari water to
Krishna river,” Uttam
Kumar Reddy said.

Uttam: BRS allowed AP to
take big share of Krishna

NEERAJ KUMAR I DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

To lead by example in
adopting solar energy as
part of Green Energy
Mission, the state gov-
ernment plans to instal
solar power panels at the
Secretariat to save on
electricity bills.

The panels will be

placed in open spaces,
walkways and parking
lots as a pilot project.
This would help save
around `10 crore power
bills annually.

Subsequently, the gov-
ernment will take up
solar electrification of
district collectorates and
major government offi-
cers in a phased manner,

an official from the non-
conventional energy
wing.

The government
intends to instal more
green energy projects in
GHMC limits by inviting
support under corporate
social responsibility
(CSR). The surroundings
of Hussainsagar and
open areas around

Sanjeevaiah Park are
potential areas, he said.

The power sector is fac-
ing a debt of approxi-
mately `81,516 crore. The
state's inability to clear
these dues has led to sig-
nificant operational chal-
lenges, including limita-
tions on purchasing addi-
tional power during
emergencies from pri-

vate generators through
the IEX (Indian Energy
Exchange) platform.

Transitioning to solar
energy will help reduce
greenhouse gas emis-
sions associated with fos-
sil fuel consumption and
align with the global
efforts to combat climate
change challenges, said
the official. 

Criticises Harish’s bid to claim credit for KCR for Congress’ victory

N. Uttam Kumar Reddy

Govt to install solar panels at Secretariat

Harish credits KCR
for KWDT victory
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

Former irrigation minis-
ter and senior BRS
leader T. Harish Rao said
the orders issued by the
KWDT-2 would protect
Telangana’s water rights,
and were a testament to
the then chief minister
K. Chandrashekar Rao’s
decade-long efforts fight
against injustice from
the Central government.  

Harish Rao expressed
satisfaction with the
interim orders issued by
the Brijesh Kumar-led
KWDT-2. According to
the Tribunal order, the
Krishna River water
should be shared
between Telangana and
AP according to Section 3
of the 1956 Interstate
River Water Disputes
Act. Harish Rao criti-
cised the Congress gov-
ernment for attempting
to claim these achieve-
ments as its own, alleg-
ing that it was the Con-
gress-led Centre that had
initially introduced the

problematic Section 89 in
the AP Reorganisation
Act, which resulted in an
ongoing tussle with
Andhra Pradesh.  

“The persistent argu-
ments by KCR before the
tribunal improved Telan-
gana’s prospects. Our
government went to the
Supreme Court in 2015 to
ensure its share in Kris-
hna waters and contin-
ued to press for an alloca-
tion of 575 tmc ft of wat-
er until the tribunal’s ve-
rdict. The terms of refer-
ence given by the Central
government to the tribu-
nal in October 2023 under
Section 3 was an outcome
of these persistent dem-
ands,” Harish Rao said. 

COUNTER POINT

Max: 28.6OC
Min: 18.6OC 
RH: 50%
Rainfall: Nil

Forecast: Cloudy sky.
Fog/misty morning.

Max/Min temp. 29/18ºC

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE
Krodhi: Uttarayana

Tithi: Pushya Bahula Panchami full
day

Star: Pubba till 2.54 pm 
Varjyam: 10.53 pm to 12.39 am

(Sunday)
Durmuhurtam: 6.53 am to 8.22 am

Rahukalam: 9 am to 10.30 am
HIJRI CALENDAR
Rajjab 17,1446 H

PRAYERS
Fajar: 5.47 am

Zohar: 12.36 pm
Asar: 4.27 pm

Maghrib: 6.08 pm
Isha: 7.19 pm

SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.49 AM
SUNSET TODAY 6.03 PM

MOONSET TODAY 9.49 AM
MOONRISE TODAY 10 PM

T. Harish Rao
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IN BRIEF

Nizamabad: Second Class
Magistrate Noorjehan sent
five motorists to prison for

drunk driving and penalised
19 others a total sum of
`43,500. They had been

apprehended during a spe-
cial drive by the traffic

police on Friday. Traffic cir-
cle inspector P. Prasad coun-

selled the motorists. 

Boy tries to take kite 
from live wires, hurt 
Nizamabad: Seven-year-old

Sheik Jisan sustained serious
injuries while trying to

remove a kite from electrical
wires on the roof of his

house at Vinayaknagar on
Friday afternoon. Family

members rushed him to the
Government General

Hospital in Nizamabad for
treatment from where he
was shifted to Hyderabad

for advanced medical care.
IV Town police have regis-

tered a case and are investi-
gating the incident.  

RTC bus rams into 
tractor, driver killed

Nalgonda: One K. Venkat
Reddy, 35, who was driving

a tractor was killed on
National Highway 65 near

Velminedu on Friday when a
TSRTC bus from Khammam

district allegedly hit the
vehicle from behind. The

impact caused the tractor to
overturn, resulting in severe

head and chest injuries to
Venkat Reddy. Police sus-

pect the bus driver’s negli-
gence led to the accident.  

Woman asks to
clear loan, stabbed

Adilabad: One Divya was
attacked with a surgical
blade by one Santosh in

Sofinagar Colony, Nirmal, on
Friday evening, when she

questioned about clearing a
debt of `25 lakh that he

owed her family. Divya was
immediately shifted to a

government hospital, where
her condition is reported to

be stable. Divya's family
alleged that Santosh had

been avoiding repayment. In
a separate incident in
Kagaznagar, Macharla

Suresh attacked Macharla
Ashok of Asifabad with a

knife. The altercation report-
edly stemmed from a dis-

pute related to their pig
business.  

DINDI REVENUE
INSPECTOR LANDS

IN ACB TRAP
DC CORRESPONDENT
NALGONDA, JAN. 17

Dindi mandal revenue inspec-
tor Shyam Naik was caught
red-handed by the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
while accepting a `5,000 bribe.
He had been previously arrest-
ed in another case of taking a
bribe.

Naik had allegedly demand-
ed the money from a man
named Shanker for issuing a
Kalyana Lakshmi scheme
cheque. Acting on Shanker’s
complaint, ACB officials set a
trap and caught Naik while he
was accepting the bribe in his
office. The ACB said Naik,
while serving as revenue
inspector of Pedda
Adisherlapally, was caught by
the ACB accepting a `10,000
bribe from a farmer.

● ACB OFFICIALS set a trap
and caught Naik while he was
accepting the bribe in his
office. 

A police official offers flower to a biker urging him to follow traffic rules
as part of Traffic Awareness Week at Moosaram Bagh in Hyderabad on
Friday. Traffic police along with the RTO officials later organised a 
procession to create road safety awareness. — P. SURENDRA

Road safety awareness drive 

MOULI MAREEDU AND
M.B. GIRISH I DC
HYDERABAD/
BENGALURU, JAN. 17

Hyderabad police sus-
pect the duo who
opened fire at a travel
company manager here
on Friday were from
Bihar, and may be head-
ing back to their home
state.

The Karnataka gov-
ernment, meanwhile,
said the gang was the
same one that had shot
a cash delivery agent in
Bidar earlier in the day
and made off with a
chest of cash contain-
ing `93 lakh. Sources
said the police were col-
lecting CCTV footage
from different places to
trace the accused.

After a preliminary
probe, the police said
that the gang had trav-
elled towards Tank
Bund in an autorick-
shaw, from where they

disappeared. It is sus-
pected that they were
headed to Bihar.

The Hyderabad police
said that they formed
more than 10 teams and
the task force are col-
lecting evidence. The
Clues teams collected
samples and verified
the fingerprints at the
place. The police offi-
cials said they would
get a clue about the
accused and solve the

case.
According to a report,

the gang had fired eight
bullets at cash delivery
security guards Giri
Venkatesh and Shiva
Kashinath, before
decamping with the
cash meant for refilling
an ATM in Bidar at
about 11.30 am on
Thursday. The robbers
fled the spot on a bike,
carrying the cash-filled
trunk.

Speaking in
Bengaluru, Karnataka
home minister G.
Parameshwara said the
gang had been identi-
fied. Karnataka police
teams had gone to
Indore in Madhya
Pradesh and other pos-
sible hideouts.

“Both of them have
been identified. They
are being followed,”
Parameshwara told
reporters. According to
him, the assailants fled
to Hyderabad after the
crime.

“Usually gunmen
accompany the trans-
port when such a huge
amount of cash is
transported. Unfor-
tunately, yesterday
there was no gunman
in the vehicle,” the min-
ister said. 

He suspected that the
gang had studied the
cash transportation
process before execut-
ing the heist.

Cops suspect shooting
gang headed to Bihar
Gang was seen going towards Tank Bund in an auto

PRIYA RATHNAM I DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

After a patient watch, the
Rachakonda police arrested
two persons who were using
cartons meant to carry gas
stove regulators to transport
drugs via bike taxis. The
duo was arrested in
Safilguda and police seized
`23 lakh worth heroin
weighing 193 grams from
them. 

Rachakonda police com-
missioner G. Sudheer Babu
identified the duo as
Mahesh Sarem, 28, and
Mahipal, 19, natives of
Rajasthan. They had been
working as gas stove repair
agents for five years.

Sudhir Babu said Mahesh
procured heroin from one
Samsuddin of Rajasthan
and stored it at Mahipal’s
residence. Their peddling
was entirely contact-less. 

The duo was in the drug
trade for a while, and three
of their customers had been
identified. “One of the con-
sumers was frequently
receiving these valves and
he did not even have a gas
stove,” Sudheer Babu said. 

DRUGS SUPPLIED
IN GAS REGULATOR
CARTONS, 2 HELD 

DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17 

A three-year-old girl and her
mother were killed on the
Bandlaguda road in
Mailardevpally at about
11.30 on Thursday, when a
truck hit their two-wheeler.
The victims were identified
as Ruksana Begum, 27, and
her daughter Shifa. 

The others injured in the
accident were Ruksana’s
four-year-old son, Muzamil,
who is undergoing treat-
ment and her husband
Waseem Ahmed who was
also injured is now in a sta-
ble condition. Mailar-dev-
pally inspector P. Narender
said the family was return-
ing home in Chandr-
ayangutta from Langar
Houz. Locals caught the
driver and called the police
and an ambulance to take
the victims to hospital. The
lorry driver tried to over-
take the bike from the left.

TRUCK HITS BIKE,
MOTHER, 3-YR-OLD
DAUGHTER KILLED  

AISHWARYA 
GANDEED I DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

On Thursday, the
Telangana State
Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission
(TSCDRC) dismissed an
appeal filed by Kolors
Healthcare India Pvt.
Ltd and upheld an order
by the Medak district
commission that ordered
the company to refund
`1.05 lakh to a customer
who was not satisfied
with Kolors’ weight loss
treatment programme.
State Commission in-
charge president Meena
Rama-nathan and mem-
ber-judicial V.V. Seshub-
abu also ordered the
company to pay `50,000
as compensation for
mental agony and `5,000
for litigation costs to the
complainant. 

Besides, the commis-
sion directed health
authorities, including
the Hyderabad district
medical and health offi-
cer and the director of
Vaidya Vidhan Pari-
shad, to verify whether
or not Kolors held valid
licences and employed
qualified professionals
for its weight loss treat-
ments. The commission
sought a report by
March 17. A 27-year-old
woman had sought treat-
ment for overall body fat
loss at the company’s
Miyapur branch. She
claimed that the treat-
ment for fat reduction
did not result in major
weight loss after eight
months, and alleged
rude behaviour from the
staff. She moved the
Medak district con-
sumer disputes redressal
commission at
Sangareddy.

KOLORS ASKED TO
REFUND `1.05L
TO CUSTOMER

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17 

Unidentified persons broke
into the residence of former
minister Ponnala Laxmaiah
and decamped with `1.5 lakh
cash and gold ornaments
from the almirah. 

Ponnala Laxmaiah and his
family were away at their
native place for Sankranti fes-
tivity.

The theft was discovered
when the family returned on
Friday. 

The Jubilee Hills police
have registered a case on a

complaint lodged by
Laxmaiah’s wife Aruna Devi.

Police collected details
about the workers at the resi-
dence as part of their investi-
gations. 

The gang broke open the
lock on the main door and
entered the premises. 

`1.5 lakh theft at Laxmaiah’s house

VUJJINI
VAMSHIDHAR I DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

The Telangana High
Court has dismissed
the plea of BRS leader
Aedla Sudhakar Reddy
of Bagh Amberpet,
who sought that the
GHMC, HMDA,
HYDRAA and revenue
department be
restrained from under-
taking the renova-
tion/rejuvenation of
Bathukammakunta, a
lake in Amberpet here.

Sudhakar Reddy
claimed that the tank
land, measuring seven
acres in Survey
No.563/1 at Bagh
Amberpet belonged to
his family members
based on an agreement
of sale dated 16.01.1986
from one late Syed
Azam. He said the ven-
dor had purchased the
land under a sale deed

from Pingali
Venkatram Reddy and
that it was dry land
meant for the con-
struction of residen-
tial houses. The land
was never classified as
a water body,
Sudhakar Reddy con-
tended.

Sudhakar Reddy had
earlier filed a writ peti-
tion before a single
judge bench, seeking a
direction to the
respondents not to
interfere with his pos-
session of the land.
After Justice C.V.
Bhaskar Reddy dis-
missed the petition,
Sudhakar Reddy filed
an appeal before the
division bench, which
dismissed it and
upheld the findings of
the single judge.

The single judge
noted that Sudhakar
Reddy failed to pro-
duce any title docu-

ment and was claim-
ing the land ownership
based solely on posses-
sion, supported by an
unregistered sale
agreement. The
pahani for the year
1967-68 had the name of
the account holder as
B. Venkat Reddy and
Pingali Venkatram
Reddy’s name was not
there.

As per the pahani for
1972-73, the word
‘errakunta’ was noted
in the column related
to the nature of the
land, which is tank
land. The court consid-
ered whether or not it
was a private tank or a
public tank. This was
not mentioned, and
when a tank is
described as “private”
in the register, that by
itself will not establish
that the land where the
tank is situated is pri-
vate land.

HC junks BRS leader’s
claim on city lake land

L. RAVICHANDER
HYDERABAD. JAN. 17

Justice Surepalli
Nanda of the
Telangana High Court
declared that the right
to property was consid-
ered not only as a con-
stitutional or statutory
right, but also a human
right, though it is not a
basic feature of the
Constitution or a funda-
mental right. Human
rights are considered to
be in the realm of indi-
vidual rights, such as
the right to health,
livelihood, shelter and
employment. Now
human rights are gain-
ing an ever greater mul-
tifaceted dimension.
The right to property is
considered a part of
such a new dimension.
Justice Nanda made the
declaration in a batch
of writ pleas filed by
Sadanandam and oth-
ers, questioning the
registration of the
lease executed by APIIC
in favour of Emaar
properties and the
action of diversifica-

tion of acquired land in
Nanakramguda. 

The case of the peti-
tioner was that the land
in the extent of about
14 acres was notified for
acquisition for public
pur pose-developing
into integrated projects
by invoking the provi-
sions of the Land
Acquisition Act. The
very purpose of acqui-
sition proceedings,
which was intended ini-
tially for establishing
and developing infra-
structure projects, was
not proceeded with in
respect of the petition-
er’s subject land. 

As such, the petition-
er made an application
before the government
to denotify the land
from acquisition under
Section 48(1) of the
Land Acquisition Act.

When there was no
response, the petitioner
filed a writ petition. 

In the meanwhile,
Transco started digging
the petitioner's land
that led to the civil suit
after a conveyance deed
was executed by the
revenue department in
favour of Transco. A
related writ petition
was filed by the agricul-
turalist complaining
inter alia that he had
not been paid compen-
sation and no notice
had been issued to the
petitioner to deliver
possession of the
acquired land. 

The specific case of
the petitioner was that
the land acquired for a
specific purpose should
be utilised for the said
purpose and it cannot
be diversified in respect
of any other purpose.
In view of the fact that
the original public pur-
pose for which the peti-
tioner’s subject land
had been notified has
been diversified, it was
contended by the peti-
tioner that the petition-

ers were entitled for the
relief as prayed for. In a
74-page judgment,
Justice Nanda pointed
out that forcible dispos-
session of petitioners
of their private proper-
ties without following
due process of law was
tantamount to a viola-
tion of petitioners
human rights and also
their constitutional
rights under Article
300-A of the
Constitution of India. 

The judge rejected the
plea of the government
that the notices were
served, holding that the
procedure was not fol-
lowed. The judge
observed that the Act is
an expropriation legis-
lation and also referred
to the judgement in
'State of MP v Vishnu
Prasad Sharma' where-
in it was observed that
in such a case the provi-
sions of the statute
should be strictly con-
strued as it deprives a
person of his land with-
out consent. The judge
accordingly allowed the
writ petition. 

Right to property considered
a human right, declares HC

Hyderabad police have formed over 10 teams and
the task force are collecting evidence.  — DC

LEGAL STORIES

5 motorists jailed 
for drunk driving

Hyderabad: Kukatpally
police arrested 14 persons

for allegedly gambling near
Hanuman Chowk, Moosapet

at 1 am on Friday. They were
playing te banned three-card

game, the police said.
Around `1.71 lakh cash and 15

mobile phones were recov-
ered from their possession. 

14 arrested on 
gambling charges

SHRADHANJALI

CHADA CHANDRAMOULI
DOB: 01-01-1944   DOD: 14-01-2025

Retired Deputy Registrar, 
UGC Unit, Osmania University
May his soul rest in Peace

Inserted by: Cheekoty Veeresh,
Vanaja, Srinivas, Anuradha,

Anisha, Belde Sushmitha, Sushrut
& Sanmita
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N
owhere in the world could the shutting shop of a short-seller have
hogged headlines as it did in India. When Nathan Anderson, the
founder of the American short-seller Hindenburg Research,
announced his decision to wind up the activities of his investigative

company, it triggered a celebration marked with vindication among the sup-
porters of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party. On the other hand, the devel-
opment led to bewilderment in the ranks of the Indian National Congress
that, led by its MP Rahul Gandhi, used Hindenburg reports on some compa-
nies of the Adani Group to target Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

In the absence of its high-profile attack on the Adani Group and the
Congress’ decision to use this to attack Mr Modi, Hindenburg Research
would have been just another short-seller that makes money by betting on a
probable fall in the stock price of its target company.

Since it was established in 2017, Hindenburg has targeted 63 companies. Of
them, nine companies have lost their entire market value. The net worth of
35 companies has halved after the publication of Hindenburg’s reports. Of
these, two were Indian — Bollywood movie production and distribution com-
pany Eros International, which was shut after the Hindenburg report, and
the Adani Group, which made a smart recovery after an initial blip.

While Anderson attributed this move to shut
his company to his intentions of focussing on his
life beyond short-selling and his family, there is
speculation that the incoming US administration
led by President-elect Donald Trump could be
investigating Hindenburg for selective targeting
of companies, and his alleged links to China and
another world-famous short-seller, the billion-
aire-philanthropist George Soros. Indian market
regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) has also been under the scrutiny of
Hindenburg as one of the beneficiaries of its
report had invested in Adani stocks through
Indian stock exchanges.

Though Hindenburg claims that its investiga-
tive reports are fair and exposes corporate irregularities, the practice of
going short on its target companies based on exclusive information through
funds of its own and its affiliates raises ethical questions. A fall in share price
reduces the value of the company and its shareholders’ wealth, and may put
other stresses on the company, including bankruptcy in extreme cases, and
resulting job losses.

However, the investigators argue that they are beneficial to the long-term
interests of the market because they engage in uncovering fraudulent and/or
unscrupulous activities. They expose the rot in publicly listed companies
through forensic accounting and other methods. This kind of investigation
entails a great amount of expenditure, and there are no agencies or institu-
tions that proactively try to find out irregularities in the companies, which
ordinary people believe in. The investigators justify financial benefit occur-
ring from their research by shorting on their target companies.

On the other hand, businesspersons have to navigate by satisfying the
interests of various stakeholders — which could at times fall in grey areas.
Unless some external entity points this out, regulators cannot fix them.
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Hindenburg shutdown
raises a lot of questions 

There is buzz that the
incoming US 

administration led by
Donald Trump could

be investigating
Hindenburg for 

selective targeting of
companies, and links

to China and 
investor-philanthropist 

George Soros

T
he ceasefire agree-
ment in the Gaza
Strip comes as a
surprise as histori-
cally outgoing US

Presidents lack the diplo-
matic muscle to achieve cri-
sis breakthroughs. US
President Bill Clinton’s
Camp David summit
between PLO chairman
Yasser Arafat and Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak
failed in July 2000. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu ignored the
repeated American calls for
a ceasefire since last May,
when already the cost of
civilian casualties had far
exceeded tangible military
gains. A number of factors
coalesced for this outcome.

First, Israel has managed
to optimise its security by
decapitating the top leader-
ship of both Hamas and
Hezbollah, demoralising the
latter’s cadres through
exploding pagers and thus
creating a security vacuum
in Syria that allowed a fringe
Islamist Sunni group, Hayat
Tahreer al-Sham (HTS), to
seize power by overthrowing
the regime headed by
Bashar al-Assad, that had
ruled for decades. In direct
military confrontation with
Iran, involving mutual mis-
sile attacks, Israel destroyed
Iranian air defences and
missile production plants.
Thus, Israel had re-gained
regional military domi-
nance, including restoration
of deterrence against foes.

Prime Minister Netanyahu
suspects that President
Donald Trump, in his second
term beginning Monday,
may indulge Israel less than
during his previous incarna-
tion, when he unconditional-
ly shifted the US embassy to
Jerusalem, recognised
Israeli occupation of the
Golan Heights and cut aid to
the Palestinians.

Mr Trump resented Mr
Netanyahu immediately
congratulating President
Joe Biden following his 2020
election victory, while Mr
Trump was busy question-
ing it and inciting mobs to
raid the US Capitol complex.

Furthermore, the Trumps
have cosy business and
financial ties with Gulf
rulers, especially the UAE,
Saudi Arabia and Qatar.
Steve Witkoff, Mr Trump’s
designated Middle East
envoy, had some of these
sovereign funds bail him out
of a tangled Park Lane hotel
deal in New York.

Finally, Mr Trump spon-
sored the Abraham Accords,
signed on September 15,
2020, which normalised rela-
tions between Israel and the
UAE and Bahrain. The
Saudis resisted joining and
sensibly held back until
Israel presented a solution to
the Palestinian problem.
Three years later, the
October 7 Hamas attacks on
Israel, followed by 15 months
of Israeli massacre of civil-
ians in Gaza, West Bank and
Lebanon, have undermined
those accords. Mr
Netanyahu knows that
President Trump may resur-
rect them to emulate
President Jimmy Carter’s
1979 Camp David Accords.

A Nobel Prize could some-
what wash away the stains
of indictment by a New York
court and the leaked report
about Mr Trump’s culpabili-
ty for the January 6, 2021
insurrection to stymie the
peaceful transfer of power.

As the saying goes, “suc-
cess has many fathers”.
President-elect Trump
claimed first that it was his
success. In a tweet he called
it a “voice for PEACE”.
President Joe Biden sarcasti-
cally asked, when ques-
tioned about others seeking
the credit: “Is it a joke?”.
More generously he said the
representatives of both lead-
ers were “speaking as one
team”. Hamas called it the
“achievement of our people”.
According to Al Jazeera,
while Hamas in its attack on
Israel killed 1,100 and took
240 captive, the Palestinians
killed exceeded 46, 700,
including 18,000 children. In
Gaza, casualties amount to
one out of every 50 people.
Tragically, even as the cease-
fire news broke, Israel con-
ducted another 50 raids,

killing more Palestinians.
The ceasefire deal has

three phases. Hamas will
release 33 hostages, out of
the remaining 98, many per-
haps dead. Israel will release
multiple-times more
Palestinian prisoners. The
Israeli defence forces will
retreat east of Gaza, allowing
hugely scaled-up humanitar-
ian assistance. It is still
unclear if Israel will also
vacate the Philadelphi
Corridor, which separates
Gaza from Egypt. Israeli
sceptics allege this could
enable Hamas to rearm and
rotate fighters.

Interestingly, despite the
bloodshed and huge civilian
toll, Hamas, though greatly
weakened, is neither routed
nor eliminated, which was
Mr Netanyahu’s stated aim.

In Gaza it is now led by
Muhammad Sinwar, the
younger brother of Yahya
Sinwar, mastermind of the
October 7 attack and leader
of Hamas’ fight-back. Clearly
military pressure, however
extreme, cannot kill a politi-
cal movement as new
recruits are generated in
direct proportion to the vio-
lence against civilians.

The current deal consti-
tutes a 42-day truce. The
exchange of hostages for
prisoners and entry of 600
trucks carrying humanitari-
an assistance must occur in
that constrained time-frame.
The Israeli Cabinet’s delayed
meeting reflects expected
resistance from the govern-
ing coalition’s far-right part-
ners, especially finance min-
ister Bezalel Smotrich and
national security adviser
Itamar Ben-Gvir, who called
the deal a “surrender” to
Hamas.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s image, which
shattered after the October 7
Hamas attack, has recovered
considerably after the Israeli
success in decapitating the
leadership of both Hamas
and Hezbollah. The Assad

regime’s ouster in Syria and
weakened Iranian influence
and diminished support for
Shia militias, across West
Asia, has enhanced his polit-
ical standing. Mr Netanyahu
must decide whether to side
with his far-right coalition
allies and reject the ceasefire
or ignore them and endanger
his government, resulting
possibly in a fresh election.

If the ceasefire holds and
even gets extended, with
more if not all hostages
released or their bodies
transferred, then a new
dawn is possible. But it is
still an arduous journey to
normalcy and a two-nation
solution. Gaza also needs
massive relief, rehabilita-
tion and rebuilding of infra-
structure and houses. Pres-
ident Trump would expect
others to pay, especially the
Gulf rulers with trillion-dol-
lar sovereign funds. But
Israel also needs to check or
even roll back its expansion
of the settlements in the
occupied territories. Mr Ne-
tanyahu has always resisted
a two-nation solution.
Perhaps an Israeli election is
necessary to gauge the pub-
lic’s opinion on these issues.

These developments are
important for India. The
India-Middle East-Europe
Corridor hinges on normal-
cy in West Asia. The nine-
million strong Indian dias-
pora in the Gulf and Indian
exports to the region as well
as India’s energy depen-
dence on it makes peace and
security in the Gulf and West
Asia vital for India. After an
initial pro-Israel stance, due
to Hamas’ terror attack,
India reverted to its tradi-
tional stance demanding a
ceasefire, talks and a two-
nation solution to the
Palestinian issue. Iran
remains an unpredictable
factor, unless Mr Trump
engages it.

Russia and China would
also monitor the US moves
as the Gaza ceasefire
relieves America from a
major strategic distraction.
Without that, the US can
revert full attention to han-
dling Russia in Ukraine and
China in the Indo-Pacific.
This indicates the high
stakes in the success or fail-
ure of the move to end the
Gaza war and resolve the
Israel-Palestine standoff.

The writer is a former 
secretary in the external

affairs ministry. He tweets at
@ambkcsingh.

The India-Middle
East-Europe Corridor
hinges on normalcy
in West Asia. The
nine million-strong
Gulf diaspora and
exports to the region
as well as India’s
energy dependence
on it make it 
vital.

Gaza ceasefire can let US
focus on China & Russia

The burglary attempt at Saif Ali Khan’s duplex apartment in Mumbai
and the events that followed as the actor bravely intervened to protect
his son and household help may have sent a shiver down the spines of

people. If the security of a luxury apartment complex in an upscale neigh-
bourhood of Mumbai can be breached, imagine the state of fear among those
who live in far less secure environments at night when the security detail is
probably an untrained person just making a living.

The fact, however, is that cinema celebrities, who are perceived as rich peo-
ple, may have greater reasons to secure their homes, both electronically and
with personnel. Also, the incident may not have been a random walk-in so
much as a targeted entry with an aim that only any suspects could reveal as
the police interrogate them. Nothing has been ruled out yet, including a sin-
ister gangland plot to target a well-known actor.

There cannot still be much to a predictable Opposition charge that this
break-in reflects a breakdown of law and order in the state or in the
Maximum City known for buzzing human activity well into the small hours
when most people would only be resting after a daytime full of activity. The
probe should reveal what the suspect had in mind when he accessed this
actor’s apartment after having said to have cased out the place earlier.

Any state or country can offer people a secure environment in which people
have no need to stealthily walk in on people at night in their residences with
an intention to rob them. Even the humblest people will have, besides belong-
ings they may believe precious, also some amount of jewellery and gold at
homes that can be an easy target for burglars.

It is only the politician, with his bloated image of importance, who can com-
mand full scale security with armed guards. Everyone else must fend for
themselves, which the rich do on a bigger scale, but the rest can only bolt the
door and hope to get their beauty sleep every night. The cinema celebrities
are the ones who may have to worry more as they seem to have a way of
attracting attention, some of it unwanted as in this break-in that led to seri-
ous physical harm to the celebrity.

Safe at home? A wake-up call

Of Musk, Trump &
Zuckerberg… and
why I flip-flopped
on NY resolutions

“If love breeds confusion
It means the lover is besotted
If it’s stretched out like a string
It can easily get knotted
When love is just a wish
Or perhaps part of a dream
— And if it then becomes real
Will the reality redeem?”

— From Please, Please Don’t Kick the Desis, by
Bachchoo

I
’ve never done New Year resolutions, because in
my experience they are as brittle as eggs flung at
politicians or their facilitators. This year I made
an exception.

I read on my computer that Mark Suckerberg, he of
Facelift and Instagranma, has decided to remove all
inhibition to lies from his platforms, a process
bureaucratically named “fact-checking”.

Suckerberg has, with this announcement, followed
Elon Musk-rat, owner of and chief provocateur on
the platform which was once Twitter, which he
renamed X. My conjecture is/was that Musk-rat
thought the word “Twitter” gives the impression of
bird-song and carries the impression of equal
insignificance, whereas “X” (Bold capitals please!)
can stand for assertiveness, for x-ing opposing views
and sometimes to disguise letters in four-letter-words
to make them acceptable in print.

When he acquired Jitter he announced the free
posts wouldn’t be subject to fact-checking for truth or
propriety. That in his book (book?? X-ers don’t read,
surely!) was censorship. He was the apostle of “free
speech”. Now Suckerberg has followed him, I can
only imagine, to bum-suck Donald Trump. Both
Musk-rat — a species which swallows anything —
and Suckerberg have touted their moves to allow
anything on their platforms. Do we all know where
that could lead? The thought, gentle reader, was the
trigger which sparked my non-resolution U-turn. I
resolved never to write or read posts on X or Facelift
or Instagranma.

I must admit, to avoid confusion, that I use Google
and Safari and of course even contribute small
amounts of money to Wikipedia, because these assist
me in passing tedious hours in which I have in the
past enquired of them whether hamburgers were
invented in Hamburg and whether Frankfurters did
in fact originate in Frankfurt. I didn’t need to ask if
“Bombay Aloo” was invented in Bombay because I
knew the answer already.

I shan’t give you, gentle reader, the info I got about
hamburgers and frankfurters, but I can tell you that
I once foxed and maybe confused Google by asking it
(or must one call it “they” now?) what the connection
between Sir Walter Raleigh and masala dosa was?
Google was perplexed. (fd-One: AI-zero?)

The reason for my resolution should surely be evi-
dent. Musk-rat, twice daily at the least, posts a lot of

reactionary, provocative, lying, self-centred bullshit
at great length on X. I believe a couple of million intel-
lectually-challenged individuals around the world
access his contentions that Britain and parts of
Europe are on the brink of, or even in the throes of,
civil war.

These same millions read Musk-rat’s abuse of a
conscientious, courageous and selfless British MP,
Jess Philips, calling her a “rape genocide apologist”.
Philips has, throughout her political career, champi-
oned women’s rights and assisted, as best can be
done, the female victims of grooming gangs. No
doubt some of Ratty’s “followers” will mark the
infantile abusive post with “like” — the word that
American moronic teenagers use to punctuate their
phrases — interruptions for “like” drawing “like”
ominous “like” breaths?

Rich-ratty, not the sharpest tool in the kit, doesn’t
seem to have noted that his touted concern for female
victims of grooming gangs is not quite consistent
with allowing groomers, notorious for using the
social media to achieve their criminal aims, onto his
X platform unchecked — all in the cause of what he
labels “free speech”. Groomers, fraudsters, pae-
dophiles, conspiracy theorists, hate provocateurs,
deniers of life-saving science, maniacs who threaten
the annexation to the US of Danish and Panamanian
territory… all welcome to Muskovich X.

It should be quite clear to the world by now that
platforms such as X allow thoughtless provocative

musings and, far from offering a voice to the voice-
less, act as echo-chambers for maliciousness. Of
course, not all of it. Most of what passes on these plat-
forms is harmless rubbish about what one ate for
breakfast or where one visited with “selfie” pho-
tographs as proof. All parts of our human tales, told
by an idiot, signifying nothing. Or, as my friend V.S.
used to say, “a form of idleness”.

One exception to my resolution to avoid expressive
platforms are indeed podcasts. I don’t listen to many,
believe me, but I am confident that they don’t force
themselves on people. One has to choose to listen and
I choose to listen to the one called The Rest is History,
presented by Tom Holland and Dominic Sandbrook.
Fascinating, whatever they pick on...

I first encountered Tom Holland through his books
on the Achaemenid and Sassain empires of Persia. I
admired him for correcting the Greek-led and
European lying myths about the “heroism” of the
suicidal Spartans at Thermopylae and charting the
historical truth about Zoroastrian Persia.

Oh OK, perhaps another reason for my not banning
podcasts is because I’ve been variously approached
to read my English translations of Rumi and Hafiz as
a podcast series and have even, perhaps incredibly,
been invited to present episodes from my autobiog-
raphy Fragments Against My Ruin as podcast
episodes.

So long live podcasts — vehicles of supreme cre-
ativity and … err…. free speech?

Subhani

Farrukh
Dhondy

K.C. Singh

Cabbages 
& Kings

KILL-JOY RIDE
I was shocked learn that a
joy ride was stuck midway
due to technical issues
(Numaish ride gets stuck
upside down, Jan. 17). All
equipment should be
checked to ensure the safe-
ty of visitors.

D. Manoj Kumar
Secunderabad

BCCI ACTION
I appreciate steps taken by the BCCI
to ensure accountability (BCCI
cracks the whip, sets tough rules for
players, Jan. 17).  I wonder why no
action is taken against the coach. He
should be accountable, especially
when he was given privileges
denied to his predecessors.

Dr Joseph Christadoss
Secunderabad

ISRO’S RARE FEAT
The docking of satellites in space is
a testimony of the perseverance and
ingenuity of our space scientists
that have taken the nation in the
front row of the comity of the devel-
oped nations (Isro completes waltz in
space, Jan 17). Hats off to them.

Govind Kumar
Hyderabad

HERITAGE WATCH
I am grateful that heritage buildings
along the Musi river will be protect-
ed now (Musi buildings on world
monuments watch list, Jan. 17).
Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy is
a visionary leader for taking efforts
in their preservation. 

Dr Md. Iqbal Jawed
Hyderabad

B’DAY PARTY AT HOSP.
The replacement of Dr Pratima Raj,
superintendent of Nizamabad
Government Hospital, because she
celebrated her birthday in the hos-
pital premises is unfair (CGH chief
ousted after birthday party, Jan. 16).
If there was a deficiency in her ser-
vices, the move would have been
justified. Government doctors are
also human beings, and celebrating
birthdays cannot be faulted.  

Srikanth R. Rao
Hyderabad

WOMEN CRICKETERS
Kudos to Smriti Mandhana for scor-
ing the fastest ODI century by an
Indian woman and to Prathika
Rawal too, on her maiden century
(Smriti’s record ton as Indians sweep
series, Jan 16). Their partnership
helped India win the 3rd ODI. 

Sreelekha P.S.
Secunderabad

LETTERS

Email your letters to
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Bhatti: Use SC, ST
funds as per rules
Seeks details related to spending of sub-plans
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

Deputy Chief Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
on Friday said that every
department should spend
funds in accordance with
SC, ST sub-plan within the
stipulated time. Bhatti
instructed officials to dis-
close the details of depart-
ment-wise expenditure as
per the sub-plan Act once
in a month. The available
funds should be spent sat-
isfactorily, he said. 

The officials should for-
mulate plans to ensure
that the funds spent under
the sub-plan would lead to
a rise in income of the
respective communities
and creation of assets, he
asserted.

He was speaking at a
review meeting on imple-
mentation of the SC, ST
sub-plan with senior offi-
cials of various depart-
ments at the Secretariat.
The Deputy Chief
Minister asked all officials

to come up with full
details related to spending
of the sub-plan funds and
the benefits accrued to the
communities ahead of the
January 23 meeting. He
wanted to know how offi-
cials proposed to spend the
sub-plan funds that they
could not utilise.Officials
gave a presentation of the
Centre for Economic and
Social Studies (CESS)
report on the implementa-
tion of SC, ST sub-plan in
various departments over
the last eight years. He
enquired about the issues
observed by the CESS offi-

cials and the outcomes
achieved by the officials
on those issues.

Bhatti laid emphasis on
use of solar power pump
sets in forest lands and
directed the officers to
design bamboo, avocado,
palm oil projects and other
inter crops along with
them. The works, under
the employment guaran-
tee scheme, should be
linked with these cultiva-
tions, he said.SC and ST
women, who are being dis-
placed under the Musi
Rejuvenation project, sho-
uld be identified and enr-
olled in self-help groups to
let them avail interest-free
loans and help them
become entrepreneurs.

Self-employment sch-
emes should extensively
be made accessible to SC
and STs in urban areas.
Towards this, vehicles and
cleaning machines should
be sanctioned to these
communities in munici-
palities and under GHMC
limits.

V. SHIVANI REDDY I DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

Physically disabled per-
sons, who came to the
Prajavani programme at
Jyotirao Phule Praja
Bhavan on Friday, lauded
the government’s griev-
ance redressal initiative,
saying they now have hope
for a better life.

“I am happy that the gov-
ernment is helping people
like me, who are facing a
difficult situation,” said J.
Narasimha Reddy, 60, a
disabled person from
Ebbanoor village in
Vikarabad district.

Narasimha Reddy sub-
mitted his application for
a battery-powered wheel-
chair. “I have been living
with a disability for the 15
years. I am happy that the
government is helping
poor and disabled people
like me who are struggling
financially. These initia-
tives give us hope to live,”
he said. 

He has been assured of a
wheelchair within three to
four days that will be pro-
vided at the Vikarabad col-
lectorate. “I will not have
to travel a long distance to
collect it,” he said. S. Anu,
from Musheerabad, who is
polio-affected, also had

been requesting a battery
wheelchair for long. “I
never received any sup-
port. If I get  a wheelchair,
I can work independently,”
said Anu, who works as a
tailor. 

She stated she was aban-
doned by her parents
when she was a child.

Officials informed her
that her application was
being processed, and she
would receive a call within
a week to collect the
wheelchair from the wel-

fare of disabled persons
Office in Malakpet. The
Prajavani programme
received 3,053 applications
on Friday, mostly related
to the Indiramma housing
scheme which starts on
January 26. 

Dr Chinna Reddy, in-
charge of Prajavani pro-
gramme, received applica-
tions and contacted the
officials concered over 
the phone for problem
which could be resolved
quickly.

Applicants happy with solutionsPROBLEM | SOLVING

Specially-abled hail govt
Prajavani as ‘new hope’

Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka 

Officials addressing concerns raised by the applicants
at Prajavani programme on Friday. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17 

The Railway Protection
Force (RPF) said on Friday
that it was adopting technol-
ogy to shift from reactive to
proactive measures and
implementing preventive
strategies to enhance pas-
senger safety and opera-
tional efficiency.

In a statement, the RPF
said it was using artificial
intelligence and big data
analytics for proactive
threat detection. Biometric-
based seamless coach entry
and CCTV surveillance with
facial recognition were
other features. It said GPS-
enabled electronic seals had
been provided for freight
security.

The RPF said it was look-
ing at integration of inter-
net of things (IoT), advanced
AI, and personalised securi-
ty by 2030 to create a smart
and secure rail network.

It highlighted the deploy-
ment of passenger-centric
apps like Rail Madad for
quick resolution of issues
and Meri Saheli for women’s
safety. The RPF said it was
using ‘Prabal’ (Passenger
Record Analysis for Action
Against Burglary) to combat
ticket touting and human
trafficking.

RPF TO ADOPT
NEW TECH TO
ENHANCE SAFETY

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

G. Kamala Vardhana
Rao, CEO of Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India
(FSSAI), on Friday he
urged entrepreneurs in
food businesses to adopt
a rational approach
towards adding sugar
and artificial sweeten-
ers in processed foods.

Over 400 individuals
representing food busi-
ness operators (FBOs),
manufacturers and reg-
ulatory authorities atte-
nded the programme
here. Emphasising that
added sugars led to obe-
sity, Rao said FBOs
should observe caution,
particularly in baby
foods, items for preg-

nant women and the
elderly.

“Stringent regulatory
action will be initiated
against non-compliant
manufacturers,”  he sa-
id. He cautioned that
only food-grade plastic
should be used for pack-
ing prepared food as mi-
croplastics leach onto
food items and make th-
em unfit for consump-
tion. The issue of pesti-
cides in various agricu-
ltural commodities like
tea, coffee and spices is
also an area of concern.

Rao later visited the
street food hub on
Necklace Road and
inspected a mobile food
testing laboratory. He
instructed the authori-
ties to regularly moni-
tor street food hubs.

Eateries must use sugar
sparingly: FSSAIchief

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

The Coal Mines
Provident Fund
Organisation (CMPFO)
met for the first time in
the city on Friday. The
183rd meeting of the
board of trustees 
(BoT) was held with
Union coal secretary
Vikram Dev Dutt in the
chair.

The meeting saw the
participation of senior

officials from the coal
ministry, coal workers'
union representatives
and top executives from
coal companies.  

Chairman Dutt
stressed on the impor-
tance of efficient and
transparent manage-
ment of CMPFO’s
resources.  

Officials agreed to
take steps to enhance
the well-being of coal
workers and improve
CMPFO’s operations.

Coal Mines body holds
its 183rd meet in Hyd
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LITERARY FEST TO
BE HELD FROM
JAN. 24 TO 26

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

The 2025 edition of the
Hyderabad Literary Festival
(HLF) is set to be held at the
Sattva Knowledge City and T-
Hub from January 24 to 26.
Entry is free for the event
which will host speakers like
Shabana Azmi, reflecting on
her 50 years in cinema and
Siddharth discussing acting
and filmmaking. 

Literary enthusiasts can
hear from the likes of Anita
Nair, Arundhati Subraman-
ium and Amol Palekar. 

The festival will feature
Adishakti’s play Urmila, whi-
ch explores the themes of
autonomy and relationships
through the lens of Ramaya-
na’s lesser-known characters,
while bands like Advaita, and
the Djembe Circle, will also
perform. 

There is something for art
connoisseurs, with exhibi-
tions like ‘Water Music’ by
Lithuanian artist Egle Lip-
eikaite and a collection of his-
torical photographs from Vil-
nius, Lithuania’s capital, cele-
brating its 700th anniversary.
A special exhibition on rock
conservation will include cre-
ative activities like painting
and origami to connect with
Hyderabad’s geological her-
itage.

There will be a special trib-
ute screening of Shyam Bene-
gal’s movies like Susman, shot
in Telangana and focusing on
the lives of rural handloom
weavers. Movies and docu-
mentaries like Sindhustan will
also be featured at the fest
along with post-screening dis-
cussion with directors and cre-
ators. For the children, there
are Nanha Nukkad and Youn-
gistaan Nukkad. The HLF is to
host interactive sessions with
hands-on activities and open
mic events. Further, HLF’s
new streams, Indigenous and
Endangered Languages and
Science and the City will offer
sessions that explore lan-
guage, community and tech-
nology with talks by experts
like Soumya Swaminathan
and G.V. Prasad.
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IN BRIEF
2 Hyd firms sign

deal at Japan Hub
Hyderabad: Two Hyderabad-

based organisations signed
agreements with Japanese

counterparts at NaRa Japan
Hub on Friday to collaborate on

education and water manage-
ment. SynTerra Trust, founded
by B.V. Subba Rao, partnered

with Japan Hub to tackle urban
water challenges and enhance

climate resilience. The collabo-
ration will include capacity-
building programs for urban
planners, policymakers, and

community leaders, alongside
pilot projects using Japanese
technologies for sustainable

water management. Asa Bhanu
and Elham Education Society

joined hands to introduce Japa-
nese educational methods in

Indian schools for kindergarten,
middle, and high school levels.

PILLALAMARRI 
SRINIVAS | DC
HASTINAMADUGU
(MANCHERIAL), JAN. 17

In a display of devotion
and personal discipline,
members of the Adivasi
Mesram clan undertook
their annual on-foot pil-
grimage (padayatra) to the
Godavari River, covering
nearly 150 km from the
Nagoba Temple. Early on
Friday morning, they
reached Hastinamadugu in
Mancherial district and
collected sacred Gangajal
in a Kalasham.

Unlike previous years,
more youth participated in
this year’s pilgrimage,
which began on January
10. On arrival at the
Godavari, the clan ensured
they were the first to touch
the water, taking a holy dip
and performing traditional
rituals. They then pre-
pared a special meal before
setting out on their return
journey to the Kelpaur

Temple with the sacred
water.

Mesram clan elders have
been actively involving
younger members — such
as Shanker and Arun, who
are pursuing degrees, and
Gopal, studying for his
SSC — to pass on their cus-
toms and way of life to the

next generation. Meram
Tirupathi explained, “We
are strictly following the
traditions and rituals our
forefathers observed. If
the new generation does
not continue these prac-
tices, the Adivasi identity
will lose its traditional
base.”

The Mesram community
has always allowed stu-
dents to join the padayatra
during holidays, ensuring
their academics are not
disrupted. “We do not dis-
turb the studies of our
youth,” noted Koserao.
“They are only permitted
to join when they have
breaks like Sankranti,
which coincided with our
journey this year.”

For many participants,
the pilgrimage is a source
of spiritual and personal
growth. “It’s our responsi-
bility to preserve our
unique culture by taking
part in community events
like the Godavari padaya-
tra without neglecting our
studies,” said Shankar, a
degree final-year MPC stu-
dent in Utnoor. “I feel ener-
gised and more confident
after the padayatra.”

Gopal, who is taking part
for the third time, added
that the journey strength-
ens his resolve to uphold
Mesram clan traditions.

More youth actively take part in annual pilgrimageOLD | CUSTOMS

Mesram clan strives on tradition

NABINDER 
BOMMALA I DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

The 1.2-km bi-direction-
al six-lane flyover from
Outer Ring Road (ORR)
towards Kondapur is
likely to be completed
by April, having
already missed its
deadline of last April.

This facility will pro-
vide traffic relief at
Gachibowli junction
and also ensure better
connectivity between
Hitec city and financial
district.

The commuters will
enter this flyover from
one of its ramps on the
ORR and reach street
number 2, Gachibowli,
skipping the junction.
The flyover ends
approximately 300
metres before the ZP
school. Traffic going
out of the city through
Gachibowli can direct-
ly reach the ORR
through another ramp
of the flyover.

Speaking about the
flyover, a GHMC offi-
cial said that works are
in their final stages. He

blamed TSSPDCL for
the delay.

“Despite paying `2.78
crore to it, the utility
shifting was delayed.
Finally GHMC commis-
sioner K. Ilambarithi
had to intervene and
get the issue resolved,”
said an official from the
corporation.

When asked, power
officials did not offer
comment on the delay
in shifting the cables.

According to GHMC
records, the peak hour
traffic at the
Gachibowli junction
was 9,806 passenger car
units (PCU)/hour in
2019. The projected
peak hour traffic in
2036 will be 17,711 PCU/
hour.

Venkat Rao Infra
Projects is the execut-
ing agency, while the
estimated cost to build
it is around `178 crore.

Six-lane flyover
to open in April
Facility to connect ORR and Kondapur

The six-lane flyover from ORR to Kondapur under construction. — R. PAVAN

PRATHYUSH
NALLELLA I DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

A fire broke out in a
commercial building
located on Dukes
Avenue in Shaikpet
early on Friday morn-
ing. The fire, which
reportedly began at
around 5.20 am, origi-
nated in the second-
floor premises of a
coaching institute.

While the fire spread
across the second floor,
thick smoke from the
fire engulfed the entire
building.

The building, which
consists of two base-
ments, a ground floor,
and four upper floors,
houses various busi-
nesses. A clothing store
occupies the ground
and first floors, the
coaching centre oper-
ates on the second floor
and a fertility centre is
situated on the third
floor. The top floors

host two offices.
Rangareddy district

fire officer (DFO) Shaik
Khaja Karimulla con-
firmed that three indi-
viduals, who were
trapped on the second
floor, were rescued by
fire crews. Fortunately,
no injuries or casual-
ties were reported.

Fire department stat-
ed that the fire dam-
aged furniture, electri-
cal appliances, and

computers at the coach-
ing centre. The DFO
further said that it took
three hours to douse off
the flames.

Later in the day,
HYDRAA commission-
er A.V. Ranganath visit-
ed the site and inspect-
ed the damage. He said
it was important for
workers and occupants
of commercial build-
ings to know about fire
safety measures.

Edu institute catches
fire, 3 people rescued

Hydraa chief A.V. Ranganath inspects the Dukes
Avenue building in Shaikpet on Friday.  — DC

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

A team of researchers at
IIIT Hyderabad, led by Dr
Karthik Vaidhyanathan, is
breaking new ground in the
fight against technology’s
growing environmental fo-
otprint, especially in the fo-
rm of vastly increased elec-
tricity consumption. Their
work on self-adaptive soft-
ware systems aims to make
modern technology green-
er, more efficient and better
equipped to handle real-
world challenges. The res-
earch, which focuses on AI-
enabled systems and other
software architectures, en-
ables applications to adjust
their behaviour or struc-
ture in real time, reducing
energy consumption while
maintaining performance.
This approach addresses
growing concerns about
the environmental impact
of technology, including
data centres that are con-
suming 2 per cent of global
electricity. The team’s Eco-

MLS system uses AI to
dynamically switch
between simpler and more
complex models depending
on the task, reducing ener-
gy use by up to 80 per cent
without compromising
accuracy. “Our work goes
beyond reducing costs or
emissions—it’s about build-
ing adaptable systems that
thrive in a changing
world,” said Dr Vaidh-
yanathan.

Their research extends
beyond AI, applying self-
adaptive techniques to
serverless functions and
microservices that power
everyday apps. For
instance, the system can
reroute requests to energy-
efficient servers, even if it
slightly increases response
time to cut emissions sig-
nificantly.

With studies showing that
64 per cent of system out-
ages are due to misconfigu-
rations and 91 per cent of
AI models degrade over
time, IIIT Hyderabad’s solu-
tions are timely.

IIIT-H team aims to
make tech greener

Mesram clan Adivasis collect sacred Gangajal at
Hathinamadugu in the Godavari River, Mancherial dis-
trict, before embarking on their return journey to the
Nagoba temple in Keslapur, Indravelli, Adilabad district,
on Friday.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PROJECT
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CARRIAGEWAY DETAILS
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BENEFITS

Gachibowli junction
17,711

PCU/ 
hour

9,806
PCU/ hour

● Traffic relief at
Gachibowli
junction.

● Better
connectivity
between Hitec
City and Financial
District.

6lane flyover from
ORR to KondapurFounder of NaRa Japan Hub,

Rama Bhadra, with SynTerra
Trust’s B.V. Subba Rao.



U.S. CONSULATE
INAUGURATED IN

BENGALURU
M.B. GIRISH | DC
BENGALURU, JAN. 17

The US inaugurated a con-
sulate office in Bengaluru on
Friday, 25 years after the pro-
posal was first tabled by state
politicians. The American con-
sulate will function temporari-
ly at JW Marriott Hotel on
Vittal Mallya Road with limit-
ed staff until a permanent
facility is established.

The consulate will not be
offering visa services for the
time being.

The inaugural function was
attended by external affairs
minister Dr S. Jaishankar,
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar and US ambassa-
dor Eric Garcetti.

Recalling the efforts to open
the consulate office,
Shivakumar said the process
began when S.M. Krishna 
was the chief minister (1999-
2004).

U’KHAND BETS BIG
ON GEOTHERMAL

ENERGY
PRITHVIRAJ SINGH | DC
DEHRADUN, JAN. 17

The Uttarakhand government
has handed over 40 identified
geothermal hot spring sites in
the Himalayas to Iceland to
explore, develop, and harness
geothermal energy for the
state. The Pushkar Singh Dha-
mi government on Friday sig-
ned a pact with Iceland-based
firm Verkis Consulting Engin-
eers to tap into geothermal
power and generate electricity.

The memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) was signed in
the virtual presence of Dhami
and Iceland ambassador Doc-
tor Benedict Huskulson.

Dhami described the MoU as
a milestone in the fields of
energy security and sustain-
able development for both
Uttarakhand and the country. 

The CM informed that the st-
ate had already received per-
missions from the Union min-
istry of environment, forest
and climate change.
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SHORT TAKES

SC STAYS ORDER
ON AYUSHMAN

BHARAT SCHEME 
New Delhi, Jan. 17: The
Supreme Court on Friday
stayed an order asking the
Delhi government to sign a
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) with the Union
health ministry by January 5
to implement the PM-
Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission (PM-
ABHIM).

A bench of Justices B. R.
Gavai and Augustine George
Masih issued notices to the
Centre and others seeking
their responses on a plea filed
by the Delhi government
against the December 24 2024
direction of the Delhi High
Court.

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 17

India on Friday announ-
ced that 16 Indians serv-
ing in the Russian Army
have been categorised by
Russian authorities as
“missing” and their
whereabouts are not
known. MEA spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said
that the MEA is in touch
with the families of
these Indians.

He said that of the 126
Indians who had been
recruited in the Russian
Army, 96 have returned
to India so far while 12

died in the (Russia-
Ukraine) conflict while
adding that of the 18
Indians still found to be
serving in the Russian
Army, 16 had been
declared as “missing” by
the Russian authorities.

On the recent incident
of an Indian from Kerala
Binil Babu being killed
in the battlefront, the
spokesperson said New
Delhi is working to bring

back the mortal remains
at the earliest. Another
Indian — identified by
media as J. Kurien — has
been injured and is
receiving treatment in
Moscow, the spokesper-
son said, adding that he
hopes the injured Indian
will also be able to
return soon to India.  

It may be recalled that
that PM Narendra Modi
had taken up the matter
of Indians being duped
into working in the Ru-
ssian Army with Russi-
an President Vladimir
Putin during his visit to
Moscow in July last year. 

MEA says 16 Indians serving 
with Russian military ‘missing’

SHASHI BHUSHAN | DC
NEW DELHI, JAN. 17

The BJP on Friday
released its “Sankalp
Patra” (manifesto) promis-
ing `2,500 monthly aid for
women, `21,000 for every
pregnant woman, LPG
cylinders at `500 and also
`2,500 pension for senior
citizens in a bid to under-
cut the AAP in the battle
for Delhi’s urban poor.

Criticising the BJP man-
ifesto over announcement
of several “revris” (free-
bies), the AAP claimed
that the Opposition party
is copying it and the Prime
Minister will not approve
the doles.   

Releasing the BJP’s first
of three Sankalp Patras
for the February 5 Delhi
Assembly polls, party
president J.P. Nadda said
that a BJP-led Delhi gov-
ernment will approve

implementation of the
“Ayushman Bharat” nat-
ional public health insur-
ance scheme in the city in
its first Cabinet meeting.

The BJP president
assured that all existing
public welfare schemes in
the national capital will
continue if the party is
voted to power. He said

that the BJP government
will strengthen and elimi-
nate corruption in these
schemes on which the
“aapda” party (AAP)
thrives.

Stressing that the party’s
manifesto will serve as 
the foundation for a
“developed Delhi”, Nadda
said, 

BJP vows `2,500 for women, elderly
Releases ‘Sankalp Patra’ to cut the AAP in the battle for Delhi’s urban poor 

BJP national president J.P. Nadda with party leaders
addresses the media during the launch of BJP Sankalp
Patra part-I for Delhi Assembly elections, in New Delhi
on Friday. — PTI

AVINASH PRABHAKAR
JHA | DC
NEW DELHI, JAN. 17

AAP national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal on Friday
announced free bus rides
for male students if his pa-
rty gets re-elected in the
February 5 Assembly polls.

In a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
he also demanded a 50 per
cent rebate for students in
Delhi Metro fares, the
party said, hours before
the BJP released its mani-
festo for the polls.

He said the discount sho-
uld be borne equally 
by the Centre and the

Delhi government as they
are partners in Delhi
metro.

Addressing the media,
the former chief minister
said, “Women in Delhi are
already enjoying free bus
rides. Now, we will extend
the same benefit to male
students to ease their fin-
ancial burden and promo-
te education accessibility.”
He assured that the sche-
me would be a priority.

“The Metro fares are
expensive for students. I
have requested  Modi to
introduce this scheme,
and we are ready to bear
half the cost,” Kejriwal
said at the press confer-

ence, adding that the ini-
tiative could be rolled out
after the elections.

Later in the evening,
after BJP released its man-
ifesto, Kejriwal claimed
the BJP has “copied” the
AAP and announced sev-
eral ‘revris’ in its Delhi
poll manifesto though PM
Modi won’t approve of the
“freebies” promised by his
party.

“The BJP has repeatedly
said that Kejriwal gives
away free handouts, but
today the BJP’s national
president announced that
they too will provide free
handouts to the people of
Delhi,” he said.

Kejriwal writes to Modi, seeks
discount for students in Metro

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 17

A four-member team of
the apex body and politi-
cal platform for all Kuki-
Zo people in Manipur on
Friday met with officials
of the central govern-
ment and placed its
demand for a separate
administration for the
community and the initi-
ation of a political dia-
logue to resolve its
issues.

The demands were

placed by a delegation,
led by Henlianthang
T h a n g l e t , ch a i r m a n ,
Kuki-Zo Council, before
a two-member team of
the Centre's representa-
tives, led by interlocutor
A. K. Mishra.

“We placed our
demand for a separate
administration for the
Kuki-Zo people of
Manipur and the initia-
tion of a political dia-
logue,” Kuki-Zo Council
spokesperson Ginza
Vualzong said.

Kuki-Zo apex body
seeks separate UT

AKSHAYA KUMAR
SAHOO | DC
BHUBANESWAR, JAN. 17

The Odisha government
signed seven Memor-
anda of Understanding
(MoUs) with Singapore
on Friday in a signifi-
cant move to foster eco-
nomic growth and col-
laboration. The agree-
ments, aimed at stren-
gthening ties across sev-
eral sectors, were signed
in the presence of Sing-
apore President Thar-
man Shanmugaratnam,
Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan 
Majhi and Union educa-
tion minister Dhar-

mendra Pradhan.
The first two MoUs foc-

us on industrial growth
and sustainability. Odis-
ha industrial infrastruc-
ture development corpo-
ration has partnered
with Sembcorp, a 
leading energy and infr-
astructure company
from Singapore, to estab-
lish industrial parks in
the state. Another key
agreement was made
with Surbana Jurong,
Singapore’s leading
urban and infrastruc-
ture consultancy, for the
development of a petro-
chemical and petroleum
investment region in
Odisha.

Odisha signs seven
MoUs with S’pore

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY | DC
RAIPUR, JAN. 17

The twelve Naxals,
including five women,
killed in Thursday’s
encounter with secu-
rity forces in Chha-
ttisgarh’s south Bas-
tar were the members
of the battalion 1 of
the People’s Libera-
tion Guerrilla Army
(PLGA) and Central
Regional Committee
(CRC)’s military com-
pany 2, both consid-
ered elite armed squ-
ads of the Maoists,
police said.

Bodies of the 12
Maoists were recov-
ered from the Pujari
Kanker area of
Bijapur district on
Friday. “A decisive
battle was fought by

security forces aga-
inst the PLGA’s battal-
ion 1 and the CRC’s
military company 2,”
Bastar range inspec-
tor general of police
P. Sunderraj said,
describing Pujari
Kanker a core area of
the Maoists.

It is suspected Hid-
ma, a central commit-
tee member of the
outlawed CPI (Mao-
ist), and Barsa Deva, a
commander of battal-
ion 1 of Maoists,
along with other
Naxals managed to
escape, police said.

Security forces
recovered one rocket
launcher, developed
by the technical com-
mittee of PLGA, three
barrel grenade
launchers and some
rifles and guns.

Forces batter
Maoists’ areas

HURRIYAT 
DIALOGUE ON
THE CARDS
YUSUF JAMEEL
SRINAGAR, JAN. 17

As the back-channel con-
tacts between the two
sides have led to some
melting of the ice, there
is every likelihood of the
Centre resuming peace
dialogue with the
Kashmiri separatists
soon. The engagement
was being weighed down
by anxiety about the out-
comes given the BJP’s
pro-active strategies 
vis-a-vis Jammu and
Kashmir.

Now, however, the Ce-
ntre is reportedly will-
ing to “enlarge the con-
stituency of peace” by
re-engaging the Hurr-
iyat Conference led by
Kashmir’s key religious
and political leader
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
in a sustained and mean-
ingful dialogue, reliable
sources said.

DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, JAN. 17

Amidst talks of NCP(SP)
chief Sharad Pawar and
Maharashtra deputy
chief minister Ajit
Pawar coming together,
there seems to be no sign
of an end to discord in
the Pawar family. 

NCP (SP) Supriya Sule
on Friday revealed that
her cousin Ajit Pawar
refuses to talk to her.
Sharad Pawar and Ajit
Pawar too shared a stage
in an event in Baramati,
but avoided talking to
each other. 

AJIT, SHARAD
SHARE STAGE,
AVOID TALKS

● MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said that
the MEA is in touch with
the families of these
Indians.
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GOUTAMI SENGUPTA | DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

Five months and nine days
after a female doctor was
raped and murdered in RG
Kar Medical College and
Hospital in Kolkata, Sealdah
criminal court Judge
Anirban Das will pronounce
the verdict in the case on
Saturday.

A total of 50 people have
recorded their statements in
the lower court. 

The list includes the
deceased doctor’s father, the
CBI investigating officer,
Kolkata Police's investigating
officer, a forensic expert, and
a few classmates of the
deceased.

Initially, Kolkata Police
arrested a civic volunteer
within 24 hours of investigat-
ing the incident. They also
collected several pieces of
‘biological’ and ‘digital’ evi-
dence from the scene. Later,

on the orders of the 
Calcutta High Court, the
investigation was handed
over to the CBI.

The CBI, after conducting
the investigation, listed the
arrested civic volunteer as
the ‘sole accused’ and sub-
mitted a chargesheet to the
court. Based on that, the trial
began on November 11.

The CBI had also arrested
the college’s former principal
Sandip Ghosh and the 
then OC of Tala Police
Station, Abhijit Mondal, on
charges of destroying evi-
dence in the rape-murder
case. However, the central
investigation agency could
not submit a chargesheet
against them due to lack of
evidence.

As a result, both Sandip and
Abhijit got bail. Although
Abhijit was released from
jail, Sandip is still in jail (in
custody) in the RG Kar cor-
ruption case.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

The Pocso court of Chin-
surah in West Bengal on
Friday handed the death
penalty to a man from
Hooghly for raping and
murdering his neigh-
bour’s five-year-old
daughter on November
24 last year.

The victim’s mother
cried after the court ver-
dict. “Today it is her
birthday. She wanted to
eat cake on her birthday.
I couldn’t feed her. I left
everything to the police.
We are happy with the
court’s order,” she said.

OnNovember 24, the
child went missing from
the front of her house.
The father saw her play-
ing while going to the
market. When the father
returned, he did not find
his daughter and started
searching.

DEATH PENALTY

IN 55 DAYS FOR

RAPE CONVICT

RG Kar doc’s rape
case verdict today

Karnataka HC stays defamation
case proceedings against Rahul
M.B. GIRISH | DC
BENGALURU, JAN. 17

The Karnataka High Court
on Friday stayed interim
proceedings against
Congress leader and Leader
of Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi in a defama-
tion case filed by Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader
Keshav Prasad alleging

“false” and malicious”
advertisements placed in
newspapers by the Congress
ahead of Assembly elections
in 2023. The High Court post-
ed the next hearing in the
case to February 20 this year.

It may be recalled here that
Rahul Gandhi appeared
before the 42nd Additional
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate, Bengaluru as per the

court’s order on July 1, 2024.
BJP leader Keshav Prasad

alleged the Congress party,
then opposition party, placed
advertisements accusing the
BJP, then ruling the state
government, of indulging in
40 per cent commissions in
appointments to various
government posts as well as
transfers for cash in govern-
ment departments.



Trump moves inauguration
indoors due to biting cold
Musk, top leaders to be in attendance for Trump’s triumphant return
Washington, Jan. 17:
Donald Trump will comp-
lete an extraordinary
comeback on Monday
when he is inaugurated
for a second term as US
president, apparently
stronger and more unpre-
dictable than ever.

The 78-year-old Republi-
can will be sworn in in
Washington amid high
pomp and ceremony bef-
ore making a triumphant
return to the White House
that he left in disgrace
four years earlier.

Trump said he would
move his swearing-in cer-
emony and inaugural add-
ress indoors due to
extreme cold forecast in
Washington for Monday.

“There is an Arctic blast
sweeping the Country,”
Trump said in a social
media post. “I don’t want
to see people hurt, or
injured, in any way. It is
dangerous conditions for
the tens of thousands of
Law Enforcement, First
Responders, Police K9s
and even horses, and hun-
dreds of thousands of
supporters that will be
outside for many hours on
the 20th.”

The day before he will
host a star-studded “Make
America Great Victory
Rally,” reportedly featur-
ing the world’s richest
man Elon Musk, and a
performance by the
Village People, the band
behind his signature song
“Y.M.C.A.” For billionaire
Trump, it will cap a rem-
arkable journey that saw
him defy two assassinati-
on attempts and a historic
criminal conviction to sei-
ze back the presidency
from Joe Biden.

Trump’s official photo
as the 47th US President
— and the first to be a
felon — even bears a strik-
ing resemblance to a viral
2023 mugshot taken in
another criminal case.

America and the world
will be watching his inau-
gural speech where he
will set the tone for a pres-
idency that many expect
to be even more volatile
than his first. Since the
election that tone has
veered between promises
of a “golden age” and
vows of vengeance agai-
nst his enemies — coupled
with outlandish territori-
al threats against Green-
land and Panama and pro-
mises of sweeping tariffs.
He is also expected to qu-
ickly issue executive orde-
rs on key topics, including
migration, and to pardon
some of the pro-Trump
rioters. — AFP
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BIDEN GRANTS CLEMENCY TO 2,500 LAW BANNING TIKTOK UPHELD BY SC
Washington, Jan. 17:
The US Supreme Court re-
fused to rescue TikTok on
Friday from a law that re-
quired the popular short-
video app to be sold by its
Chinese parent company
ByteDance or banned on
Sunday in the United Stat-
es on national security gr-
ounds — therby dealing a
major blow to a platform
that is used by nearly half
of all Americans.

The justices unanimous-
ly ruled that the law, pass-

ed by an overwhelming
bipartisan majority in Co-
ngress last year and sign-
ed by Democratic Preside-
nt Joe Biden, did not viol-
ate the United States Con-
stitution’s First Amen-
dment protection against
government abridgment of
free speech. 

The justices affirmed a
lower court’s decision that
had upheld the measure
after challenge by TikTok,
ByteDance and some of
the app’s users. — Reuters

Washington, Jan. 17:
President Joe Biden on
Friday commuted the sen-
tences of nearly 2,500 peo-
ple convicted of non-viol-
ent drug offences in what
the White House called
the largest single-day act
of clemency.

“Those whose sentences
were commuted were ser-
ving ‘disproportionately
long sentences’ compared
to what they would rece-
ive today,” Biden said.

He called the move “an

important step toward
righting historic wrongs,
correcting sentencing dis-
parities, and providing
deserving individuals the
opportunity to return to
their families.” 

“I have now issued more
pardons and commuta-
tions than any president
in US history,” Biden
said, adding that he may
issue further commuta-
tions or pardons before he
hands over power to
Donald Trump.  — AFP

Gaza hostages’
release likely to
begin tomorrow
Jerusalem, Jan. 17: The
release of hostages held
in Gaza since Hamas’
October 7, 2023 attack on
Israel is expected to begin
on Sunday, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu’s office said on
Friday.

During the initial 42-day
phase of the ceasefire
agreement between Israel
and Hamas, 33 hostages
are to be freed in excha-
nge of hundreds of Pales-
tinian prisoners.

French President Emm-
anuel Macron said on
Friday that French-Israe-
li citizens Ofer Kalderon
and Ohad Yahalomi are in
the first group of
hostages to be freed by
Hamas following a cease-
fire with Israel. Two
sources close to Hamas
told AFP that the first
group of hostages to be
released consists of three
Israeli women soldiers.

However, since the Pale-

stinian Islamist moveme-
nt considers any Israeli of
military age who has co-
mpleted mandatory servi-
ce as a soldier, the refer-
ence could also apply to
civilians abducted during
the attack. — AFP

Imran sentenced to 14
years’ jail in graft case
Islamabad, Jan. 17: A
Pakistani court sentenced
former Prime Minister
Imran Khan to 14 years
imprisonment on Friday
in a land corruption case,
a setback to nascent talks
between his party and the
government aimed at cool-
ing political instability in
the south Asian nation.

The verdict in the case
was delivered by an anti-
graft court in a prison in
the garrison city of Rawa-
lpindi, where Khan has
been jailed since August
2023. Khan’s wife Bushra
Bibi was also found guilty
and sentenced to seven ye-
ars in prison. She was out
on bail but was taken into
custody after the judgme-
nt was pronounced, Geo

News reported. Khan’s
party confirmed that Bibi
was moved to a prison cell
at the same jail as Khan,
after a medical checkup.

“The accused Imran Ah-
mad Khan Niazi is hereby
held guilty for commis-
sion of offence of corrup-
tion and corrupt prac-
tices,” read the detailed
court order. — Reuters

Imran Khan

SHORT TAKES

INVESTIGATORS FOR
COURT WARRANT TO
NAB SK PRESIDENT

Seoul, Jan. 17: Law enforcem-
ent authorities on Friday requ-
ested a court warrant to forma-
lly arrest South Korea’s impe-
ached President, Yoon Suk
Yeol, who was in his third day
at a detention centre after his
lawyers failed in a last-minute
effort to secure his release.

Yoon, who was apprehended
on Wednesday in a massive law
enforcement operation at his
residence, faces potential rebel-
lion charges linked to his dec-
laration of martial law on
December 3, which set off the
country's most serious political
crisis since its democratisation
in the late 1980s. 

RUSSIAN COURT
JAILS 3 LAWYERS

OF NAVALNY
Petushki (Russia), Jan. 17:
Three lawyers who once repre-
sented the late Russian opposi-
tion leader Alexei Navalny
were convicted by a court on
Friday as part of the Kremlin’s
crackdown on dissent that has
reached levels unseen since
Soviet times. 

Vadim Kobzev, Igor Sergunin
and Alexei Liptser were alrea-
dy in custody and were given
sentences from 3 1/2 to five
years by a court in the town of
Petushki, about 100 km east of
Moscow. They were arrested in
October 2023 on charges of
involvement with extremist
groups, as Navalny’s networks
were deemed by authorities. 

The case was widely seen as a
way to increase pressure on the
opposition to discourage defen-
ce lawyers from taking politi-
cal cases. At the time, Navalny
was serving a prison term. He
died in a Russian prison camp
in February 2023. Independent
Russian newspaper Novaya
Gazeta reported that Kobzev
said in his final statement in
court on January 10 that “we
are being tried for transmitting
Navalny’s thoughts”.

PAK LAUNCHES
1ST HOME-MADE

OBSERVATION SAT
Karachi, Jan. 17: Pakistan la-
unched its first home-made ob-
servation satellite on Friday
from the Jiuquan Satellite Lau-
nch Centre in northern China,
Pakistan’s space agency said.

The PRSC-EO1 satellite will
boost Pakistan’s ability to mon-
itor and manage natural resou-
rces, respond to disasters, and
improve urban planning and
agricultural development, the
Space and Upper Atmosphere
Research Commission said.

This type of satellite uses
electro-optical sensors to col-
lect data and images of the
Earth’s surface.

40 PAKISTANIS
DROWN OFF
AFRICAN COAST
Islamabad, Jan. 17:
More than 40 Pakistanis
are feared to have drown-
ed in the capsizing of a
boat off West Africa’s Atl-
antic coastline, which has
emerged as a primary poi-
nt of departure for migra-
nts aiming to reach
Europe. 

A Spain-based migrant
rights group, Walking
Borders, said 50 people
had died on their way to
the Canary Islands and
that 44 of them were
Pakistanis. — AP

China’s population
falls for third year
Taipei, Jan. 17: China’s
population fell last year
for the third straight year,
its government said on
Friday, pointing to furth-
er demographic challen-
ges for the world’s second
most populous nation,
which is now facing both
an ageing population and
an emerging shortage of
working age people. 

China’s population sto-
od at 1.408 billion at the
end of 2024, a decline of
1.39 million from the pre-
vious year. 

The figures announced
by the government in
Beijing follow trends
worldwide, but especially
in East Asia, where
Japan, South Korea, Hong
Kong and other nations

have seen their birth
rates plummet. 

China three years ago
joined Japan and most of
Eastern Europe among
other nations whose pop-
ulation is falling. 

The reasons are in
many cases similar:
Rising costs of living are
causing young people to
put off or rule out mar-
riage and child birth
while pursuing higher
education and careers.
While people are living
longer, that’s not enough
to keep up with rate of
new births. 

Countries such as China
that allow very little imm-
igration are especially at
risk. 

— AP

Paris, Jan. 17: The UK
weather service said
Friday that carbon dioxide
levels in the atmosphere in
2024 grew at the fastest
annual rate on record,
exceeding their own projec-
tions by some margin.

The sharp rise in planet-
warming CO2 was driven
by fossil fuel burning, dev-
astating wildfires and a
weakening of Earth’s natu-
ral carbon stores, the Met
Office said.

Scientists said at such
rates, the world cannot
hope to hold global warm-
ing to the 1.5ºC limit that

nations have agreed would
avert the worst conseque-
nces of climate change.

Last year the atmospher-
ic CO2 level at the Mauna
Loa observatory in Hawaii,
which has been taking
such measurements for
more than 60 years, spiked

by 3.58 parts per million
(ppm). This blew past the
Met Office’s prediction of
2.84 ppm and even the
uppermost range of its
estimate at 3.38 ppm.

“Satellite measurements
also showed a very large
rise across the globe, due to
the impact of record high
emissions from fossil fuel
burning being magnified
by weaker natural carbon
sinks — such as tropical
forests — and exceptional
wildfires,” the meteorologi-
cal agency said.

The Mauna Loa readings,
known as the Keeling

Curve, date back to 1958
and are the longest-runni-
ng dataset of atmospheric
CO2 concentrations.

The increase in CO2 and
other heat-trapping green-
house gases like methane
in the atmosphere pushed
average temperatures acro-
ss the globe to unprece-
dented highs in 2024.

Last week Copernicus,
the EU’s climate monitor,
said the two-year average
temperature rise for 2023
and 2024 was above the 1.5
degree Celsius threshold
enshrined in the 2015 Paris
Agreement. — AFP

CO2 levels rose fastest in ’24: UK weather
Methane pushed temperatures to unprecedented highsCARBON | CONCERN

ONBOARD CARBON
CAPTURE SYSTEM
ON NORWAY SHIP
Oslo, Jan. 17: Norwegian
shipping company has
announced that it has mod-
ified one of its vessels to
install the “world’s first”
onboard carbon capture
and storage system to
reduce emissions.

The Clipper Eris should
see its greenhouse gas
emissions reduced by up to
70 per cent. — AFP

ISRAELI SECURITY
CABINET OKAYS
CEASEFIRE DEAL
Jerusalem, Cairo, Jan.
17: The Israeli security
Cabinet approved a cease-
fire deal on Friday, paving
the way for the return of
the first hostages from
Gaza as early as Sunday
and bringing a halt to 15
months of conflict that
have devastated the coa-
stal strip. The accord is
still conditional on the
approval of the full
Cabinet. — Reuters

INAUGURATION DAY:
WHAT WILL

HAPPEN?
THE OATH

THE CROWD

THE GUESTS

THE MUSIC

THE US Constitution
mandates that each new
President’s term begin at
noon on January 20 (or
the day after if it falls
on a Sunday).

THE OATH is most often
administered by the Supreme
Court chief justice, and
Monday would mark John
Roberts’s second time
officiating for Trump.

THE NEW President also
delivers an inaugural address.
Incoming V-P J.D. Vance will
also be sworn in.

2,20,000tickets 
are being

distributed to the public via
lawmakers’ offices.

THOSE UNABLE
to snag an 
official ticket can
still watch the
ceremony on large
video screens.

FAMED COUNTRY
singer Carrie

Underwood will sing
“America the

Beautiful”.

ALSO PER-
FORMING will be

country singer Lee
Greenwood.

TRUMP IS expected to attend all three of his
official inaugural galas on Monday night. More
than a dozen others are also planned.

BILLIONAIRES
ELON MUSK,
Jeff Bezos and
Mark Zuckerberg
will attend as
will Shou Chew,
the head of
Chinese social
media giant TikTok.

OUTGOING
PRESIDENT 
Joe Biden
will attend
the ceremony.

ALL LIVING
former
presidents —
Bill Clinton,

George W.
Bush and Barack

Obama — will attend.

TRUMP HAS invited prime
ministers of Italy and
Hungary, Giorgia Meloni
and Viktor Orban, as well
as Argentine President
Javier Milei and Chinese
President Xi Jinping. 

THE GALAS

File pic of Donald
Trump delivering his
inaugural address
after being sworn in
as the 45th president
of the US in
Washington D.C., on
January 20, 2017. — AP

Mukesh, Nita Ambani
will also attend.

SpaceX craft lost
after booster catch
Texas, Jan. 17: SpaceX
launched its Starship roc-
ket on its latest test flight on
Thursday, but the space-
craft was destroyed follow-
ing a thrilling booster catch
back at the pad. 

Elon Musk’s company
said Starship broke apart —
what it called a “rapid
unscheduled disassembly.” 

The spacecraft’s six
engines appeared to shut
down one by one during
ascent, with contact lost
just 8 1/2 minutes into the
flight. 

The spacecraft — a new
and upgraded model mak-
ing its debut — was sup-
posed to soar across the
Gulf of Mexico from Texas
on a near loop around the
world similar to previous
test flights. — AP

Debris from the SpaceX
Starship is seen near
Providenciales, Turks and
Caicos, on Thursday. — AFP

SCHOLZ: MUSK BACKING FAR RIGHT IS DANGEROUS
Berlin, Paris, Jan. 17:
German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz on Friday
said US tech billionaire
Elon Musk is threaten-
ing democracy in Euro-
pe with his attacks on
the continent’s leaders
and support for the far
right. “He supports the
far right across Europe
— in the UK, Germany
and many other coun-
tries. This is something
that is completely unac-
ceptable, that endan-

gers the democratic
development of
Europe,” Scholz said.

French satirical week-
ly Charlie Hebdo on
Thursday said it would
not follow other media
outlets by quitting X,
publishing instead a
series of caricatures
mocking the platform’s
owner Elon Musk.

The billionaire tech
tycoon is accused of
promoting disinforma-
tion on the network for-

merly known as Twitter.
“Elon Musk prides him-
self on defending free-
dom of speech. Charlie
Hebdo has decided to
make full use of it by
publishing cartoons of
its famous boss on X,”
the magazine said.

A total of 19 drawings,
published in Charlie
Hebdo’s latest issue and
translated into English,
will be posted on the
social media network by
Friday. — AFP
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quick
BITES

INDICATORS %
Sensex 76,619.33 -0.55
Nifty 50 23,203.20 -0.47
S&P 500* 5,989.45 0.88
Dollar (`) 86.61 0.05
Pound Sterling (`) 105.63 0.06
Euro (`) 89.18 0.16
Gold (10gm)* (`) 78,950▼276 -0.35
Brent crude ($/bbl)* 81.12 -0.21
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6.774 0.02
US 10-Yr T-bill yield* 4.584 -0.022

* As of 8:30 PM IST

7 Indian startups
picked up for US
space initiative
Seven Indian start-ups have
been chosen for India-U.S. spa-
ce and defence collaboration
programme, potentially unlock-
ing a lucrative and strategic
market for Indian firms, an
investor who co-launched the
project said. Indian investor
Indusbridge Ventures and U.S.-
based FedTech, which estab-
lished the programme in 2024,
selected seven Indian compa-
nies and talks are underway
about specific projects.

Tech Mahindra
posts 89% jump
in Q3 net profit
Tech Mahindra on Friday repor-
ted an 89 per cent jump in the
December quarter net profit at
`989 crore. The Mahindra
group company’s performance
was impacted in the year-ago
period, and it had reported a
net profit of `524 crore in year-
ago period. For the reporting
quarter, its revenue from oper-
ations increased by 1.4 per cent
to `13,286 crore, while the cost
of services were down by 5.1
per cent at `9,456 crore crore.

Vikram Solar gets
order to supply 
1 GW modules
Vikram Solar has secured an
order to supply 1GW of solar
modules. It will supply its
advanced Hypersol N-Type
Topcon glass-to-glass modules
(580Wp and above) to fulfill
the order. The modules are
designed to deliver enhanced
efficiency, ideal for large-scale
solar installations. The modules
will be deployed in Karnataka,
Gujarat and Rajasthan as part
of JSW Neo Energy’s renew-
able energy initiative.

Coal India aims
for 810 mn tonne
production target
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Coal India Ltd (CIL) has
acknowledged that the realistic
production target for the cur-
rent fiscal will be 806-810 mil-
lion tonnes (MT), down from
838 MT, company chairman PM
Prasad said on Friday. CIL pro-
duction grew 2.2 per cent to
543 MT till December in FY25.
But aiming to ramp up produc-
tion in the remaining days of
the fiscal, efforts are on to
achieve a growth of around 4
to 5 per cent, he said.

WIPRO REGISTERS
24% GROWTH IN
Q3 NET PROFIT
New Delhi, Jan. 17: IT
services company Wipro
on Friday reported a 24.4
per cent year-on-year rise
in its consolidated net
profit for the just-ended
December quarter at
about `3,354 crore.

The tech major saw its
revenue from operations
inch up by 0.5 per cent to
about `22,319 crore.

Srini Pallia, CEO and
managing director, said
strong in quarter execu-
tion helped the company
deliver above the top end
of revenue guidance in a
seasonally weak quarter.

“We also achieved our
highest margins in the
past three years while
continuing to invest in
our people,” Pallia said.

Wipro closed 17 large
deals with a total value of
$1 billion. — PTI

New EVs electrify auto expo

Mobile services to get
more spectrum: Centre
MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, JAN. 17

Union telecom minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Friday said that the Union
cabinet on Thursday
approved refarming of 687
Mhz spectrum for mobile
services and more would
be done based on the study
by a committee of secre-
taries. Scindia also said
the government would
ensure that the require-
ment of the telecom
industry is met.

“The mobile services
need 2,000 Mhz of spec-
trum by 2030 and the cabi-
net decision takes the
total quantum of radio
waves to 1,587 Mhz,” he

said, while speaking at the
launch of Sanchar Saathi
mobile app that aims to
make it easier to report
any suspected fraud com-
munications by allowing
public to flag such inci-
dents directly from their
mobile phone call logs.

“The government have
approved refarming of 687
Mhz, which means this
takes us from 900 Mhz to
1,587 Mhz. 320 (MHz) will
be released immediately -
some by next year and
some by end of 2028-29,”
Scindia said.

Markets fall on
profit-booking
RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, JAN. 17

Continuing heavy profit
taking by foreign inve-
stors and weak earnings
performance by IT compa-
nies, Axis Bank dragged
the market lower after
three consecutive sessions
of moderate gains.

Infosys shares were
down 5.75 per cent while
Axis Bank fell 4.43 per
cent at market close after
their earnings were relea-
sed after market hours on
Thursday while Reliance
Industries closed with a
gain of 2.57 per cent. 

The Sensex fell 0.55 per
cent or 423 points to
76,619.33 while Nifty-50
fell 0.47 per cent or 108
points to 23,203 as bench-
mark indices fell for the
second consecutive week.

Broader market of mid-
cap and small-cap compa-
nies outperformed  with
the Nifty mid-cap 100 and
small-cap 100 indices clos-
ing with gains of 0.20 per
cent and 0.16 per cent
respectively.

“Domestic market ended
on a weak note as large
cap IT and banking stocks
saw higher underperfor-
mance due to a cautious
outlook on discretionary

spending for the former
and subdued deposit and
credit growth, as well as
tighter liquidity condi-
tions for the latter. In con-
trast, public sector banks
performed well during the
week. Investors are adopt-
ing a risk-averse stance
due to strengthening of
the dollar,” said Vinod
Nair, head -Research,
Geojit Financial Services.

Foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) were net sell-
ers of equities worth
`3,318.06 crore on Friday
while domestic institu-
tions were net buyers by
`2,572.88 crore.

“Market benchmarks
declined by 0.5 per cent
snapping a three-day
rally, pressured by persist-
ent FPI outflows, mixed
Q3 earnings and global
uncertainty ahead of -
Trump’s presidency,” said
Siddhartha Khemka, head
- Research, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services.

Maruti unveils first e-SUV
eVitara, eyes pole position
MICHAEL GONSALVES
PUNE, JAN. 17

Maruti Suzuki, the India’s
biggest car maker, has
unveiled its first electric
SUV e-Vitara at the
Bharat Mobility Global
Expo 2025 in New Delhi on
Friday. 

The automaker will
introduce a range of six
electric vehicle models by
2030, the company said.

Maruti Suzuki Friday
said it aims to be the
largest producer of elec-
tric vehicles (EVs) in the
country and make India
the export hub over the
next one year.

Suzuki Motor
Corporation representa-
tive director and presi-
dent Toshihiro Suzuki

said the made-in-India for
the world e-Vitara would
be exported to more than
100 countries, including
Europe and Japan.

Suzuki Motor Corporat-
ion, which has around 58
per cent stake in Maruti
Suzuki India, plans to
make India a global pro-
duction hub for the model,
he said. “We plan to begin
production of the e-Vitara
in coming few months” at
Maruti Suzuki’s Gujarat
plant, Suzuki said.

He disclosed that the e-
Vitara is Suzuki’s first
global strategic battery
EV, which has been long-
awaited in India and
many parts of the world.

Suzuki noted that the
company has been study-
ing customer require-

ments for BEV in detail all
over the world, particular-
ly in its key business
regions - India, Japan and
Europe.

He said the company had
chosen India as the global
manufacturing base due
to its quality products and
scale merit.

Maruti Suzuki India
managing director and
CEO Hisashi Takeuchi
said the company had
“invested more than
`2,100 crore for manufac-
turing e-Vitara in India,
which includes a dedicat-
ed EV production line.

The e-Vitara will feature
two battery options --
49kWh and 61kWh, with a
driving range of around
500 kms on a single
charge.

Indian economic growth to soften
SANGEETHA G
CHENNAI, JAN. 17

The World Bank has pro-
jected that the Indian
economy will soften its
growth in FY25 to 6.5 per
cent, while it has retained
the growth for next fiscal
at 6.7 per cent. 

The growth in FY27 as

per the January forecast
will be 6.7 per cent,
lower by 0.1 per cent
from the earlier pre-
diction in June.

In India, growth
is expected to decel-
erate to 6.5 per cent
in FY25 from 8.2 per
cent in FY24, reflecting a
slowdown in investment

and weak manufacturing
growth. 

In its June update,
the World Bank
had predicted
India to grow at
6.6 per cent.
However, services

activity has been
steady, while growth in
the agricultural sector has

recovered. Private con-
sumption growth has
remained resilient, prima-
rily driven by improved
rural incomes accompa-
nied by a recovery of agri-
cultural output. 

In contrast, higher infla-
tion and slower credit
growth have curbed con-
sumption in urban areas.

RBI study defends forex interventions for countering volatility in capital flowsMONEY | FLOWS

Mumbai, Jan. 17: India’s
forex reserves declined by
nearly $80 billion to
$625.871 billion on
January 10 from its high
of $704.885 billion in the
end-September 2024. 

The forex reserves
dropped by $8.714 billion
to $625.871 billion in the
week ended January 10,
the RBI said on Friday. 

Earlier, the overall kitty
dropped by $5.693 billion
to $634.585 billion in the
week ended January 3, the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) said.

The reserves have been

on a declining trend for
the last few weeks, and the
drop has been attributed
to revaluation along with
forex market interventio-
ns by RBI to help reduce
volatilities in the rupee. 

For the week ended Jan-
uary 10, foreign currency
assets decreased by $9.469
billion to $536.011 billion,
the data released on
Friday showed.

Expressed in dollar
terms, the foreign curren-
cy assets include the effect
of appreciation or depre-
ciation of non-US units
like the euro, pound and

yen held in the foreign
exchange reserves.

However, a study pub-
lished in the RBI Bulletin
said that foreign exchange
interventions by the RBI
has effectively countered

capital flows volatility -
the main source of
exchange rate volatility in
India.

The study titled ‘Foreign
Exchange Intervention:
Efficacy and Trade-offs in

the Indian Experience’,
investigates the effective-
ness of forex interven-
tions undertaken by RBI.

The study finds that the
volatility of portfolio
flows, induced by global
spillovers, is the main
source of exchange rate
volatility in India.  

“Foreign exchange inter-
ventions, both spot and
forward, effectively count-
er capital flows volatility,
with symmetric effects of
purchases and sales,” the
study said.

The size of the forex
market has increased sub-

stantially over the years.
The study finds that the

RBI’s intervention in for-
eign exchange market has
been two-sided, driven by
the objectives of smooth-
ing excessive volatility,
irrespective of its source. 

“It is observed that dem-
and and supply conditions
witness abrupt swings
because of sudden move-
ments in foreign portfolio
investment (FPI). This is
corroborated by a strong
co-movement between FPI
flows and the RBI’s inter-
ventions,” the article said.

— PTI

India’s forex kitty dips $80 bn from peak $704 bn

VSP’s `11,440-cr
bailout package
gets Centre’s nod
N. VAMSI SRINIVAS
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

In a significant develop-
ment, the Centre on
Friday announced a
grand revival package for
the crisis-ridden Visakha-
patnam Steel Plant (VSP),
which has a high emotion-
al connect with the people
of Andhra Pradesh.

As per the revival plan
approved by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-
chaired Cabinet Comm-
ittee on economic affairs
for Rashtriya Ispat Nigam
Limited (RINL), which
operates the VSP, `10,300
crore would be infused as
equity capital and the
`1,140 crore working capi-
tal loan would be convert-
ed into cumulative prefer-
ence share capital
redeemable after 10 years.

The immediate impact of
the package, according to
financial experts, could be
a clean slate in terms of
working capital loan,
enabling the RINL to raise
fresh working capital and
starting blast furnace
operations.

“The revival plan envis-
ages that RINL will start
full production with two
blast furnaces in January
2025 and with three blast
furnaces August 2025,”
said the Centre in an offi-
cial press release.

On the political front,
keeping their electoral
promise, the National
Democratic Alliance lead-
ers, including Prime
Minister Modi and
Andhra Pradesh chief
minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, did their best in
showing a path for 25,000-
odd employees to turn-
around the steel maker. 

The TD has every reason
to celebrate, as Naidu
played a decisive role in
getting the revival pack-

age.
“It is an emotional and

proud moment for the peo-
ple of Andhra Pradesh, as
the Union government, in
response to our consistent
efforts since the forma-
tion of NDA government,
has approved financial
support of `11,440 crore to
revive the Vizag Steel
Plant,” Naidu announced
at a press conference in
Vijayawada. “Today
marks a historic moment
for Andhra etched in
steel,” he added.

With the opposition
YSRC seeing in the pack-
age a conspiracy to priva-
tise the steel plant, Union
heavy industries minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy reit-
erated that the Centre had
no plans of privatising the
VSP which he said had
been put on revival path.

Discussing the econom-
ics of the Centre’s move,
employees organisations
and trade unions, while
welcomed the package,
maintained that viability
could be achieved only
through other strong
measures like allocating
captive ore mines and
merging the entity with
the Steel Authority of
India Limited.

While the unions
expressed doubts that the
freshly-induced equity
may be spent on settling
dues to various vendors
and employees, official
sources said the RINL
would be given leverage to
stagger the repayment of
dues and most of the
amount would be used for
the revival of steel plant.

1,000 cos float
IPOs in 2 years
New Delhi, Jan. 17: A
total of 1,000 companies
are expected to float ini-
tial public offerings
(IPOs) in the next two
financial years, the
Association of Investment
Bankers of India (AIBI)
said on Friday.

This remarkable num-
ber of IPOs would be driv-
en by economic growth,
favourable market condi-
tions and improvements
in regulatory framework.

Additionally, the total
amount of fundraising
through IPOs and quali-
fied institutional place-
ments (QIPs) is anticipat-
ed to be more than `3 lakh
crore in next fiscal (FY26),
the apex body for invest-
ment bankers said.

The Indian capital mar-

ket has been growing at
an enormous pace over
the past few years.

In the last six fiscal
years till date, 851 compa-
nies - 281 main-board, 570
SMEs - floated their IPOs
raising collectively `4.58
lakh crore.

In FY24, atotal of `67,955
crore was mobilised thro-
ugh IPOs. This includes
`61,860 crore via main-
board and `6,095 crore
through small and medi-
um enterprise (SMEs).
Moreover, 61 QIPs raised
around `68,972 crore.

“Fund mobilisation thr-
ough IPO has been on the
rise for the last two finan-
cial years and will contin-
ue to rise in 2026 as well,”
Mahavir Lunawat, chair-
man of AIBI, said. — PTI

Companies bet big on electric mobility; launch 40 new electric vehicles

Maruti Suzuki India’s first electric SUV eVitara unveiled at the Bharat Mobility Global Expo, in New
Delh on Friday. — PTI

MICHAEL GONSALVES
PUNE, JAN. 17

It was an EV wave on the
first day of the five-day
Bharat Mobility Global
Expo 2025 in New Delhi,
the largest mobility expo
in India, with major
automakers launching
and showcasing their
electric prowess.

In fact, a total of over 40
new product launches,
including electric vehi-
cles (EVs), are lined up to
woo buyers.

Tata Motors showcased
the all-new Tata Sierra,
the Harrier.ev, the most
powerful and technologi-
cally advanced SUV, the
Avinya X concept, the
future of luxury mobility.

Hyundai Motor launc-
hed Creta Electric priced
at `17.99 lakh. The compa-
ny plans to set up 600 pub-
lic fast charging stations
to bolster EV adoption.

BMW India on Friday
launched its first locally-
produced electric vehicle
the BMW X1 Long Wheel-
base priced at `49 lakh at
pan India showroom.

Mercedes-Benz also
launched the electric lux-
ury EQS Maybach SUV
680 ‘Night Series’ priced
at `2.63 crore at pan India
showroom.

It also introduced a new
variant of the Mercedes-
Maybach GLS 600 Night
series, priced at `3.71
crore onwards, bolstering
its top-end vehicles port-
folio. It also showcased
the Concept CLA Class,
the forerunner for an
entirely new electric seg-
ment from Mercedes-Benz
developed from scratch.

With the launch of
Maybach SUV 680 ‘Night
Series’, it expects this to
further strengthen its
BEV offering for the dis-
cerning Indian customer.

JSW MG Motor India
announced its foray into
the ‘accessible luxury’
electric car segment with
MG Cyberster, and the
MG M9.

FC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 17

Commerce and industry
minister Piyush Goyal on
Friday said that India’s
share in the global mobil-
ity supply chains is
increasing due to the sec-
tor’s cost-competitiveness
and focus on product
quality. 

Speaking at the Bharat
Mobility Global Expo 2025
here, he said by next year
this expo will become the
biggest auto show in the
world and will emerge as
the one-stop destination
for the automobile sector
for the world. 

“The expo will serve as a
call to action for global
partnerships, inviting
international investors to
tap into India’s growing
consumer base and busi-
ness-friendly ecosystem,”
Goyal said.

The minister further
said that electric vehicles
(EVs) are shaping the
mobility sector and India
holds a great advantage in
this area. “Innovation
and sustainability have
become the focus of the
mobility sector and
India’s share in the mobil-
ity global supply chains is
also increasing. India’s
mobility sector is cost-
competitive and is also
focussing on product
quality,” he said.

The Union minister fur-
ther noted that the coun-
try is witnessing a more
number of first-time auto-
mobile buyers and nudg-
ing them towards buying
electic vehicles will huge-
ly benefit the entire EV
ecosystem leading to a
reduction in pollution lev-
els and also stemming the
inflow of foreign
exchange.  

GOYAL: INDIA’S
SHARE IN VALUE
CHAIN RISES

● The size of the forex
market has increased
substantially over the
years.
● The forex reserves
dropped by $8.714 billion
to $625.871 billion in the
week ended January 10.

● Foreign currency
assets include the effect
of appreciation or depre-
ciation of non-US units.

CASH EXCHANGE

● Sanchar Saathi mobile
app makes easier for users
to report any suspected
fraud communications
directly from their mobile
phone call logs.

● DoT launches vision
for national broadband
mission 2.0, and Intra cir-
cle roaming.

Government would
ensure the require-

ment of telecom indus-
try is met and there are

no hurdles in digital
telecom landscape
of the country.

— JYOTIRADITYA
SCINDIA, 

Union telecom minister. 



SHORT TAKES

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: India sealed their
spot in the final with a fantastic
five-wicket win over Pakistan in

the Physically Disabled (PD)
Champions Trophy in

Katunayake, Sri Lanka.
With four consecutive victories,

India have consolidated their
position on the top of the

points table.
Pakistan posted a competitive
138/5 in 20 overs after opting

to bat on Thursday.
Jithendra V. N. was the stand-

out performer with the ball,
taking 3 wickets for 25 runs in

his 4 overs, while Narendra
Mangore and Sunny provided

valuable support, claiming one
wicket each.

Saif Ullah anchored Pakistan’s
innings with a solid knock of 58

runs off 51 balls.
India’s chase was steady and

calculated, with Rajesh Kannur
leading the way. He played a

brilliant unbeaten innings of 74
runs off 52 balls, hitting 10

boundaries and one six while
steering India to 141/5 in just 18

overs. — PTI

India beat Pak to
reach CT final

MMaanncchheesstteerr:: Amad Diallo
scored a sensational 12-minute

hat-trick to save Manchester
United's blushes in a 3-1 win

against Premier League base-
ment club Southampton on

Thursday.
Ruben Amorim's side looked

set for a fourth straight league
defeat at home before the for-
ward turned the match on his

head at a raucous Old Trafford.
He levelled in the 82nd minute

before putting United ahead
eight minutes later, rounding
off in style with a third goal

deep into stoppage time.
It was cruel luck on a Saints

side battling to avoid finishing
the season as the worst side in

Premier League history.
Ivan Juric’s team had deserved-

ly taken the lead through a
Manuel Ugarte own goal

towards the end of the first half
and had numerous chances to

extend their lead.
Mancheter United had secured
a morale-boosting FA Cup vic-

tory away over Arsenal on
Sunday. — AFP

Diallo trick wins
it for Man United
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New Delhi, Jan. 17:
Manu Bhaker and D.
Gukesh provided a sprin-
kling of stardust but it
was India’s perseverant
para-athletes who walked
away with the most bois-
terous applause when
President Droupadi
Murmu bestowed the
National Sports Awards in
a regal ceremony at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan here
on Friday.

Double Olympic-medal-
list Bhaker, 18-year-old
chess world champion
Gukesh, men’s hockey
captain Harmanpreet
Singh and Paralympic
gold-winning high jumper
Praveen Kumar were pre-
sented the country’s high-
est sporting honour — the
Major Dhyan Chand Khel
Ratna.

The 22-year-old Bhaker
became independent
India’s first athlete to win
two medals in a single edi-
tion of the Olympics with
her bronze-winning show
in the 10m air pistol indi-
vidual and 10m air pistol
mixed team events in
August last year.

Harmanpreet was a part
of the national sides that
won bronze medals in the
Tokyo as well as Paris
Olympics. Praveen, on the
other hand, upgraded his
silver at the Japanese cap-
ital to a gold in Paris. He
was born with a short left
leg.

The 18-year-old Gukesh

was crowned the youngest
ever chess world champi-
on after he beat China’s
Ding Liren last month. He
is only the second Indian
after the great
Viswanathan Anand to

achieve this prestigious
title.

He was also a crucial fac-
tor in India winning the
men’s gold in the Chess
Olympiad in September
last. — PTI

In this combination image, President Droupadi Murmu confers the Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award 2024 on
(from left) Olympic-medallist shooter Manu Bhaker, Paralympic medallist para-athlete Praveen Kumar, Olympic-
medallist hockey player Harmanpreet Singh and chess world champion D. Gukesh during the National Sports and
Adventure Awards 2024 at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Friday. — PTI 

Top award for Manu, Gukesh

TTHHEE  WWIINNNNEERRSS
■■  MMaajjoorr  DDhhyyaann  CChhaanndd  KKhheell  RRaattnnaa  AAwwaarrdd:: D. Gukesh (Chess), Harmanpreet Singh
(Hockey), Praveen Kumar (Para-Athletics), Manu Bhaker (Shooting).
■■  AArrjjuunnaa  AAwwaarrddss:: Jyothi Yarraji (Athletics), Annu Rani (Athletics), Nitu (Boxing),
Saweety (Boxing), Vantika Agrawal (Chess), Salima Tete (Hockey), Abhishek
(Hockey), Sanjay (Hockey), Jarmanpreet Singh (Hockey), Sukhjeet Singh
(Hockey), Rakesh Kumar (Para-Archery), Preeti Pal (Para-Athletics), Jeevanji
Deepthi (Para-Athletics), Ajeet Singh (Para-Athletics), Sachin Sarjerao Khilari
(Para-Athletics), Dharambir (Para-Athletics), Pranav Soorma (Para-Athletics), H.
Hokato Sema (Para-Athletics), Simran (Para-Athletics), Navdeep (Para-Athletics),
Nitesh Kumar (Para-Badminton), Thulasimathi Murugesan (Para-Badminton),
Nithya Sre Sumathy Sivan (Para-Badminton), Manisha Ramadass (Para-
Badminton), Kapil Parmar (Para-Judo), Mona Agarwal (Para-Shooting), Rubina
Francis (Para-Shooting), Swapnil Suresh Kusale (Shooting), Sarabjot Singh
(Shooting), Abhay Singh (Squash), Sajan Prakash (Swimming), Aman (Wrestling).
■■  AArrjjuunnaa  AAwwaarrddss  ((LLiiffeettiimmee)):: Sucha Singh (Athletics), Murlikant Rajaram Petkar
(Para-Swimming).
■■  DDrroonnaacchhaarryyaa  AAwwaarrdd:: Subhash Rana (Para-Shooting), Deepali Deshpande
(Shooting), Sandeep Sangwan (Hockey), S. Muralidharan (Badminton), Armando
Agnelo Colaco (Football).

Telangana para sprinter Deepthi Jeevanji (left) receives
the Arjuna Award from President Droupadi Murmu at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Friday.

CHIEF MINISTER
LAUDS DEEPTHI
ON HER ARJUNA
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 17

Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on Friday
congratulated Para-
lympian athlete Deepthi
Jeevanji for receiving the
Arjuna award from
President Droupadi
Murmu at the National
Sports Awards ceremony
at Rashtrapati Bhavan on
Thursday.

Deepthi, a native of
Kalleda in Warangal dis-
trict, won the bronze
medal at the 2024
Paralympics in Paris in
the 400 metres T20 event.
She set a world record of
55.06 seconds in the event
at the 2024 World
Championships.

Her parents, Jeevanji
Yadhagiri and
Dhanalaxmi, used to work
as daily wage agricultural
labourers.

The Chief Minister
reminded that the
Congress government was
moving forward with a
better sports policy so that
more athletes from
Telangana can excel in
national and internation-
al competitions.

HYDERABAD’S
PREMIER GOLF
LEAGUE KICKS
OFF SEASON-5
Hyderabad, Jan. 17:
Season-5 of the Kshema
Hyderabad Premier Golf
League kicked off with
Great enthusiasm in the
city on Friday with play-
ers teeing up for the old-
est and most sought
after trophy in the city’s
golfing calendar.

The event has the
unique distinction of
being the only League in
the country which is
played over three differ-
ent courses in the city,
with members from any
recognised club from
aross the country wel-
come to participate in
the competition, the
finals of which is played
at an international
venue.

The League will be
played at the Hyderabad
Golf Association,
Boulder Hills and
Country Club and Vooty
Golf County courses
over five rounds before
the finalists head to
Kings Island Golf
Course in Hanoi,
Vietnam. The format
includes stableford,
scramble and match
play to decide the cham-
pions making it a well
rounded challenge.

“With 12 teams and the
top 120 players in the
city playing in probably
the tightest line-up, this
season promises to be
the most competitive
ever,” said Krishna
Guduru from HPGL.

“With a player field
like that, the World of
Hyatt Most Valuable
Player will be a coveted
title,” said Hyatt
Gachibowli GM
Somnath, who is also a
player on team Tutoroot.

TTHHEE  GGRROOUUPPIINNGGSS
■■  GGrroouupp  AA:: Synthokem Swing
Kings, Rough Riders, Tutoroot.
■■  GGrroouupp  BB:: Cemetrix Golfers,
Mavericks, Team Mysa.
■■  GGrroouupp  CC:: Team Alpha, Kalinga
Warriors, Angry Birds.
■■  GGrroouupp  DD:: Continental Warriors,
MYK Strikers, Agile Dirty Dozen.

Sekhar, Sreedhar rout opponents
Chandra Sekhar Reddy and Sreedhar Lagadapati

trounced their respective opponents in the 50+
singles category as the 20th Hyderabad Open Tennis
Tournament got going at the Secunderabad Club on
Friday. Chandra Sekhar blanked Y. Konda Reddy 8-0
while Sreedhar beat Raja Ram Mohan Rao with a
similar scoreline in his match at the `2 lakh prize
money tournament. In another match, Nandyala
Narasimha Reddy beat Muni Krishna Reddy 8-5.

TTHHEE  RREESSUULLTTSS

■■  MMeenn’’ss  5500++  SSiinngglleess:: Chandra Sekhar Reddy bt Y Konda
Reddy 8-0, Sreedhar Lagadapati bt Raja Ram Mohan
Rao 8-0, Nandyala Narasimha Reddy bt Muni Krishna
Reddy 8-5.

Shuttler Srikanth ties with Hundred

Global performance-focssed sports brand
Hundred has partnered former world No. 1 bad-

minton player Srikanth Kidambi in a bid to
strengthen its presence in the badminton arena.
The partnership will make its official debut at the
upcoming Indonesia Masters tournament.

Speaking about the association, Srikanth said: “I
am thrilled to partner with Hundred, a brand that
resonates with my passion for performance and
pushing boundaries. Together, we aim to inspire the
next generation of badminton players.”

CITY CLIPS

Inspector General of Police (IGP) M. Ramesh plays a
shot to launch the 20th Hyderabad Open Tennis
Tournament at Secunderabad Club on Friday.

MERAB GEARS UP FOR UMAR
Inglewood (California, USA), Jan. 17: Ultimate
Fighting Championship’s bantamweight champion
Merab Dvalishvili is planning to go full throttle
against second ranked Umar Nurmagomedov when
the two face-off in UFC 311 on Sunday.

“Umar is a great fighter. He has all the skills but as
long as I do my best and show my fight; I know I will be
winning,” Dvalishvili said, adding, “I think the
biggest challenge with facing Umar is that he is good
everywhere and there are no holes to beat him. I will
just have to find a way to beat him.”

Speaking about his past, Dvalishvili said: “I was a
Judo wrestler... won a few fights in MMA and fell in
love with it. It changed my life, so I’m grateful.”
LLiivvee  oonn  TTVV::  UFC 311 — Merab Dvalishvili vs Umar
Nurmagomedov; Islam Makhachev vs Arman Tsarukyan and
other bouts from 8.30 am (Sunday) on Sony Sports Ten 3, 4.



SHORT TAKES

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Star batter Virat
Kohli has been named in Delhi’s

22-member provisional squad
for their next Ranji Trophy

game against Saurashtra in
Rajkot but doubts remain about

his participation after it came
to light that he is nursing a nig-

gle. It is learnt that Kohli has
intimated the Delhi and

Districts Cricket Association
(DDCA) top brass that he has a
neck niggle that he sustained in
Sydney during the final Border-

Gavaskar Trophy Test against
Australia. He was treated by the

physio there and as of now,
there is no clarity on availability

for the Ranji match starting
January 23. 

Whether he will play or just fly
down to Rajkot for a couple of
days’ training will be clear only
after he details his position to

DDCA president Rohan Jaitley.
Kohli had last played a red-ball

game for Delhi back in 2012
against Uttar Pradesh in

Ghaziabad. The legendary
Sachin Tendulkar played his last

Ranji Trophy match against
Haryana at Lahli.— PTI

Kohli named in
Delhi Ranji squad

MMuummbbaaii:: India captain Rohit
Sharma has been honing his

white-ball skills in preparation
for the upcoming ODI series

against England and the
Champions Trophy.

In a video on Instagram, the 37-
year-old was seen playing his

signature shots, including flicks,
drives, lofted hits, and pulls

against the white ball during a
training session. Following a

disappointing tour of Australia,
during which he even dropped

himself from the final Test in
Sydney, Rohit has been training

with Mumbai’s Ranji squad.
Mumbai face J&K on January

23, but Rohit’s participation in
the match remains in doubt.

India’s Champions Trophy cam-
paign begins on February 20.

The past few weeks have been
tumultuous for Rohit. He man-
aged just 31 runs across three

Tests during his time Down
Under and was forced to drop
himself from the series-decid-
ing last Test in Sydney due to

his poor form. — PTI

Rohit begins to
train for Champs

DJOKER ROLLS
Melbourne, Jan. 17: A
“hot-headed” Novak
Djokovic sent an
Australian Open warning
to join Carlos Alcaraz and
Alexander Zverev in the
Last 16 on Friday, but
Naomi Osaka’s bid for a
third Melbourne crown is
over with injury.

Also on Day Six,
women’s defending cham-
pion Aryna Sabalenka
“pushed to the limit” to set
up an intriguing show-
down with teenage talent
Mirra Andreeva.

Djokovic, who is chasing
a record-extending 11th
Melbourne title and his-
toric 25th Grand Slam
crown, is on a collision
course with Alcaraz in the
quarterfinals.

Both kept that tantalis-
ing prospect alive with
ruthless victories.

Djokovic brushed aside
Czech 26th seed Tomas
Machac 6-1, 6-4, 6-4 and let
out a roar at the end.

Djokovic also pointed to
his ear and then someone
in the Rod Laver Arena
crowd. “I am very hot-
headed right now,” said
the fiery Serb.

Spain’s Alcaraz suffered
a wobble in the third set
against Portugal’s unseed-
ed Nuno Borges but
regained his focus to ease
through 6-2, 6-4, 6-7 (3/7), 6-
2.

The 21-year-old knows
how he plans to celebrate
if he wins the tournament
for the first time.

Alcaraz, who is sporting
a new buzz cut in
Melbourne, vowed to get a
kangaroo tattoo if he goes
all the way. “It’s a kanga-
roo, that’s for sure. That’s
my idea,” he said.

Germany’s second seed
Zverev also booked his
place in the second week
with a methodical 6-3, 6-4,
6-4 win over Britain’s
Jacob Fearnley.

On the women’s side, top-
ranked Sabalenka was

made to work hard behind
a faltering serve before
beating Denmark’s Clara
Tauson 7-6 (7/5), 6-4 after
more than two hours of
attritional tennis.

But the former world
number one needed treat-
ment on her stomach from
the trainer during the first
set against Belinda Bencic
and called it quits after
losing the opener on a
tiebreak.

Osaka, who retired from
the final in Auckland with
an abdominal injury in
the lead-up to Melbourne,
was in the third round of a
Slam for the first time
since the birth of her
daughter in 2023.

“If I could have served,
then I could have poten-
tially won and I could have

maybe gone far in the
tournament,” she said,
adding: “It sucks.”

BBOOPPAANNNNAA--ZZHHAANNGG  IINN
MMIIXXEEDD  DDOOUUBBLLEESS  RROOUUNNDD--22

Indian ace Rohan
Bopanna and his Chinese
partner Shuai Zhang
advanced to the second
round of the Australian
Open mixed doubles with
a commanding 6-4, 6-4 vic-
tory over Ivan Dodig and
Kristina Mladenovic here
on Friday.

Aiming to recover from
an early exit in the men’s
doubles, the former world
No. 1 Indian showed his
mettle alongside Zhang,
delivering a clinical per-
formance to close our the
match in one hour and 12
minutes. — AFP, PTI

Olga Danilovic of Serbia plays a forehand return to Jessica Pegula of the USA during their third round match at the
Australian Open tennis championship in Melbourne on Friday. Danilovic won 7-6 (7/3), 6-1. — AP

Hotshot turns heat on rivals with scorching win

TTHHEE  RREESSUULLTTSS
■■  MMeenn’’ss  ssiinngglleess  tthhiirrdd  rroouunndd  ((nnuummbbeerrss  iinn  bbrraacckkeettss  ddeennootteess
sseeeeddiinngg))::  Novak Djokovic (SRB x7) bt Tomas Machac (CZE
x26) 6-1, 6-4, 6-4; Jiri Lehecka (CZE x24) bt Benjamin
Bonzi (FRA) 6-2, 6-3, 6-3; Carlos Alcaraz (ESP x3) bt Nuno
Borges (POR) 6-2, 6-4, 6-7 (3/7), 6-2; Alejandro
Davidovich Fokina (ESP) bt Jakub Mensik (CZE) 3-6, 4-6,
7-6 (9/7), 6-4, 6-2; Tommy Paul (USA x12) bt Roberto
Carballes Baena (ESP) 7-6 (7/0), 6-2, 6-0; Ugo Humbert
(FRA x14) bt Arthur Fils (FRA x20) 4-6, 7-5, 6-4, 1-0 ret;
Alexander Zverev (GER x2) bt Jacob Fearnley (GBR) 6-3,
6-4, 6-4.
■■  WWoommeenn’’ss  ssiinngglleess  tthhiirrdd  rroouunndd  ((nnuummbbeerrss  iinn  bbrraacckkeettss
ddeennootteess  sseeeeddiinngg))::  Olga Danilovic (SRB) bt Jessica Pegula
(USA x7) 7-6 (7/3), 6-1; Aryna Sabalenka (BLR x1) bt Clara
Tauson (DEN) 7-6 (7/5), 6-4; Mirra Andreeva (RUS x14) bt
Magdalena Frech (POL x23) 6-2, 1-6, 6-2; Donna Vekic
(CRO x18) bt Diana Shnaider (RUS x12) 7-6 (7/4), 6-7 (3/7),
7-5; Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova (RUS x27) bt Laura
Siegemund (GER) 6-1, 6-2; Coco Gauff (USA x3) bt Leylah
Fernandez (CAN x30) 6-4, 6-2; Belinda Bencic (SUI) bt
Naomi Osaka (JPN) 7-6 (7/3), 0-0 ret; Paula Badosa (ESP
x11) bt Marta Kostyuk (UKR x17) 6-4, 4-6, 6-3.

DEEPIKA DDAS || DDC
NEW DELHI, JAN. 17

Former world No. 1 pair
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty were
the only Indians left in
the India Open Super 750
badminton tournament
after home favourite P. V.
Sindhu and Kiran George
were knocked out in their
respective quarterfinal
matches on Friday.

Last year’s finalists
Satwik and Chirag kept
their hopes alive to bag
the title again at home
with a dominant 21-10, 21-
17 win over South Korea’s
Yong Jin and Kang Min
Hyuk to seal their semifi-
nal berth in just 39 min-
utes. They had won the
title in 2022 and finished
runners-up in 2024.

However, it was a heart-
break for Sindhu as she
went down fighting 9-12,
21-19, 17-21 against fourth
seed Gregoria Mariska
Tunjung in the Last Eight
encounter while Weng
Hong Yang of China
demolished Kiran 21-13,
21-19 in a men’s singles
quarterfinal.

After a dominant show
in the second round
against Manami Suizi of
Japan, the quarterfinal

performance of Sindhu
was a complete contrast.

World No. 5 Tunjung
toyed with Sindhu in the
opening game and took a
12-7 lead within no time.
Sindhu was looking out of
sorts as unforced errors
galore and her erratic
backhands made things
worse. The lead never
changed hands as Sindhu
even failed to tie the
score. 

The 25-year-old Tinjung
scored four straight
points to go 20-9 up before
clinching the game in just
12 minutes with a big
smash.

In the second game 29-
year-old Sindhu
regrouped herself and
put up a fight against
technically superior
Paris Olympics bronze
medallist Tunjung.
Sindhu managed to tie
the score 9-9 and gradual-
ly upped her ante before
the game slipped from her
hand. Relying on her
speedy smashes and capi-
talising on her opponent’s
error she opened a 14-10
lead. They were engaged
in long rallies as Tunjung
tried her best to make a
comeback but Sindhu was
determined to stretch the
match to the decider.

Satwik-Chirag in, 
Sindhu bows out

Los Angeles (USA), Jan. 17: United States of
America’s tennis great Pam Shriver revealed on
Thursday that a horde of major trophies from her Hall
of Fame career were stolen along with her car after
she evacuated following the Los Angeles wildfire dis-
aster, ESPN reported.

Shriver told the network that her car containing the
silverware was discovered missing early on Thursday
after it was parked outside a hotel in Marina del Rey.

Shriver, 62, said five US Open trophies, five French
Open plates, five Wimbledon trophies and one
Australian Open trophy were inside the stolen vehicle.

— AFP

SHRIVER TROPHIES STOLEN IN LA FIRE
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