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At least four people killed as Russia launches
a sweeping drone assault and airstrikes across
: YUkraine, hours after US prez Trump cast
< 'doubts over his Russian counterpart Putin's

”';i';i}?::;-willingness to end the war, P 16

Fire at ED office
housing Choksi,
Nirav documents

\ fireragedonfornearly 10

[\ hours at Enforcement
Dlrecmmte s Zzone-1 office in
south Mumbai Sunday, spar-
king fears that investigation
records of some high-profile
cases — including those of
Mehul Choksi, Nirav Modi
and politicians Chhagan Bh-
ujbal and Anil Deshmulkh -
may have been lost. Sources
said since most documents
were digitised, ED may be
able torecover them. P10

12 dead as van hits
bike, falls into well

van rammed into a bike,
{ A Killing the biker on the
spot, before veering off the
road and plunging into a
water-filled well, resulting
in the death of 10 passeng-
ers and critical injury to fo-
ur others in Madhya Pra-
desh’s Mandsaur district
on Sunday afterncon. A lo-
cal, aged 42, who managed
to rescue three passengers,
died after inhalingtoxicgas
inthewell. P10

Apps gave Apple
$5.3bn in India in '24

ppleraked in $5.3 billion

{around Rs 44,447 crore)
through its app ecosystem
in India, besides multi-bil-
lion-dollar sale of iPhones
and lucrative exports. App-
le’s business engagement
crossed nearly $27 billion in
2024, sources said, $8 billion
of which came from sales
of iPhones, MacBooks,
iPadsetc. P17

Do not miss

a 6-page pullout
with today's issue

Education Times,

‘Indla s Anger Being Felt
By The Whole World’

Akhilesh.Singh@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Reiterating his resolve to punish
perpetratorsof the Pahalgam attack and their
patrons and emphasising that the “blood of
every Indian is boiling”, Prime Minister Na-
rendra ’ﬂﬂdl on Sunday said the unity de-
monstrated by grief-stricken
140 crore Indians was going to
be the biggest source of
strength for India’s “decisive
fight” against terrorism.

“In this war against terro-
rism. the unity of the country,
the solidarity of 140 crore Indi-
ans is our biggest strength. This unity is the
cornerstone of our decisive fight against ter-
rorism. We have to strengthen our resolve to
face this challenge that has appeared before
the country. We have to demonstrate strong
willpower as a nation. Today, the world 1s wat-
ching, after this terrorist attack the whole co-
untry is speaking inone voice,” the PM said in

Man who ‘shot UP
biryani seller over
Pahalgam’ held

Agra: Police have arrested the
self-proclaimed *gau rakshak’
(cow vigilante) who allegedly
shot dead a birvani seller in
Agra’s Tajganj area on Wed-
nesday nightand later claimed
in avideo that it was a retribu-
tion for the Pahalgam attack.
Agra police commissio-
ner Deepak Kumarsaid in the
video, the suspect had identi-
fied himself as Manoj Chaud-
hary, an alleged member of
Kshatriva Gau Raksha Dal
He was arrested following
multipleraidsacross Madhva
Pradesh and Rajasthan, sour-
cessaidon Sunday,

»‘Quarrel over food', P 20

Man aged 30 held after he drove his SUV
into a crowd at a Filipino community
festival in Vancouver, killing 11 people and
injuring 20. Canadian police say ‘confident
it was not an act of terrorism’, P 16

Jules Kounde's goal in dying minutes of
extra time help Barca clinch dramatic 3-2
win over rivals Real Madrid in Copa del
Rey final. It's a record-extending
32nd Spanish Cup for Barca, P 18
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»Medical visas, P 20

Endtan Navy Sald its Warﬂhipﬂ carned nut multlme
anti-ship firings on Sunday, revalidating readiness
for long-range ‘offensive’ strikes | P 12

P PAK MISSION IN UK VANDALISED, P 12
p 7 HELD FOR CLASH IN MUMBAI, P 12

his monthly radio address.

The focuson unity came amid the bellicose
threat issued by Pakistan’'s defence minister
Khwaja Asif to set off terror attacks in each
Indian city,

»‘'Will punish perpetrators’, P 20

Deadline over, 509 Pak
nationals leave v1a Attarl

New Delhi: Asmanyasas09 Pa-
kistani nationals exited India
viathe Attari integratedcheck
post between April 25 and 27,
while 744 Indian nationals re-
turned from Pakistan via Wa-
gah in the same period, re-
ports Bharti Jain.

On April 24, India revoked
all valid visas issued to Pakis-
tani citizens, barring diploma-
tic and official visas and long-
term visas, as part of a diplo-
matic offensive launched after
the initial probe into the Pa-
halgam terror attack, in which
26 people were killed, pointed
to the role of Pakistani terro-
rists and terror masterminds.

Pics: PTI, Reulbrs

Emotional Pakistani citizens & kin
at Attari-Wagah border Sunday,
as they prepare to leave India

Blood boiling but nat'l unity will
- steer Pahalgam response: PM

China seeks ‘impartial’
probe, backs Pakistan

{ ‘hina has sought an “im-

s partial™ probe into the Pa-
halgam attack, backing Pa-
kistan's “legitimate” securi-
ty concerns and calling upon
both India and Pakistantoex-
ercise restraint. Chinese fo-
reign minister Wang Yispoke
to his Pakistan counterpart
Ishag Dar Sunday. P10

BJP rebukes MLA for

provoking unrest

) ajasthan BJP chief Madan

\ Rathore reprimanded par-
ty MLA and Hathoj Dham ma-
hant Balmukundacharya Sun-
day after he and his backersra-
1sed slogans and stuck posters
in Jaipur’s Jama Masjid befo-
re Friday pravers, sparking
tension in the walled area. P20

Gunmen kill in J&K
bro of ‘POK-based
LeT terrorist’

Srinagar: A civilian was shot
dead by unidentified gunmen
late Saturday in north Kash-
mir's Kupwara district, four
days after terrorists Killed 26
people in Pahalgam, reports
Naseer Ganai.

Officials said Ghulam Ra-
sool Magray, 45, was shot out-
side his home in Kandi Khas
around 10.30pm during a po-
wer outage,

Sources said Magray's
brother Ghulam Mohideen is
based in POK and is believed
tobeanactiveoperative of the
banned Lashkar-e-Taiba ter-
rorist group.

»MLA slams govt, P 20

Liverpool crowned Englisll
champions for 20th time, equalling
Man U’s record, after trouncing

Tottenham Hotspur 5-1. Seal first
Premier League title since 2020, P 18 N “otered |

DMK forces ministers
Balaji and Ponmudy,
facing court ﬁre to quit

Portfolio Rejig
Comes Ahead Of
Polls Next Year

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The DMK govt in
Tamil Nadu got two contro-
versial cabinet members to
resign Sundav — electricity
and excise minister V Senthil
Balaji, whom Supreme Court
gave an ultimatum last week
to either exit or forfeit bail in
a money laundering case, and
forest minister K Ponmudy,
in the dock for his purported-
Iy disparaging remarksabout
women and Hindu symbols.
Both ministers handed
their resignation letters to
governor R N Ravi, who ac-
cepted these immediately
Raj Bhavan issued a state-
ment soon after, saying CM
M K Stalin had recommen-

Balaji (left) and Ponmudy

ded to the governor that the-
ir resignations beaccepted.

While Balaji was censu-
red by S5C last Wednesday,
Ponmudy's remarks about
women and svmbols raised
the hackles of Madras HC,
which asked police to file an
FIR against him.

Housing minister S Mut-
husamy has been assigned
the additional portfolios of
excise and prohibition that
Balaji used to handle. Mut-
husamy had been oversee-
ing both when Balaji was
senttoprison in 2023.

»Swearing-in today, P 11

2 kids, aged 22 & 3, killed
in fire at city slum cluster

New Delhi: A massive fire
ripped through 800 jhuggis at
a JJ cluster near Shri Nike-
tan Apartments in Rohini's
Sector 17 Sunday, claiming
the lives of two toddlers and
leaving a 28-year-old man
battling critical injuries.
Some 2,500 people were
left homeless in the blaze that
engulfed a five-acre area den-
sely packed with jhuggis. The
bodies of the victims, a two-
and-a-half-year-old girl and a
three-yvear-old boy, were reco-
vered from separate shacks.
Both were declared ‘brought
dead’ in hospital. A 28-vear-
old man, Shabul Sheikh, suf-
fered serious burns. Firefigh-

A woman sear:hes through the
remains of her burnt home

ters battled for over three ho-
urs to douse the blaze. The
slum cluster, mainly popula-
ted by ragpickers, is surroun-
ded by apartment buildings
on all sides, making access
difficult.

»Strong winds, P 6

-

(' stondard

Indian rulers in,
Mughals out of
Std 7 textbooks

Manash.Gohain
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: All references
to Mughals and the Delhi
Sultanate have been remo-
ved from Class VII NCERT
social science textbook.
NCERT officials indicated
that the released book
‘Exploring Society: India
and Beyond’ — only repre-
sents the first part of the re-
vised syllabus, with the se-
cond part expected in the
coming months, However,
they refrained from com-
menting on whether the
omitted content would be
part of the yet-to-be-relea-
sed second part.

In the English textbook
‘Poorvi’, out of 15 stories, po-
ems and narratives, 9 are by
Indian writers or feature In-
dian themes, with contribu-
tions from figures like Ra-
bindranath Tagore, APJ Ab-
tdul Kalam and Ruskin Bond.

kindian traditions, P 20

ABVP bags 23
of 44 JNUSU
councillor seats

yreaking new  ground,

J ABVP won as many as 23
of the 44 councillor posts in
JNU Students’ Union elec-
tions. Results of the central
panel posts — president, vi-
ce-president, secretary and

: joint secretary — were awai-

ted till late Sunday night, re-
ports Meghna Dhulia.

As per late-night trends,
the United Left alliance,
comprising AISA and DSFE
was leading in three of the
four top posts while ABVP
was ahead in joint secreta-
ry's position. The gains for
ABVP came amid a split in
theleft ranks this vear. P6

Adani Wilmar is now

For over 25 years, we’ve been a confluence of flavours, traditions,

AVVL

Agri business

ourishing
he nation
Ince 1999

Like rivers that nurture the land and carry stories across
generations, AWL flows through the heart of our nation —
connecting farmers, communities and kitchens.

and cultures - because for us, food is more than sustenance.
It’s a promise to care for today, for a better tomorrow.

For a healthy growing nation
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Delhi records its hottest April night in 6 yrs; IMD

predicts slight relief with light showers tomorrow

Tives NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The city recorded its hottest
April night in six years on Sunday, with
the minimum temperature settling at
27.2°C —three degrees above normal and
the highest this year so far. The tempera-
ture jumped by about 7°C since Saturday;
when the maximum reached 42.1°C, the

hottest day of the season.

According to India Meteorological
Department (IMD), the last time the mi-
nimum temperature was higher in
April was on April 25, 2019, at 28°C. On
Saturday, the minimum was 20.7°C.
Sunday’s maximum temperature was
41.3°C, two notches above normal.

“We experienced extreme surface
heatingon Saturday, whichresultedina
high maximum temperature. With clo-

Taking Your Breath Away: Ground-Level
0zone Breached On 56 Days Since March

udy skies at night, however,
this surface heat did not
escape sufficiently atnight.”
explained Mahesh Palawat,
vice president at Skymet.,

The IMD predicts a mar-
ginal dip in temperatures
with gusty winds and light
rain by Tuesday “A fresh
western disturbance is likely
to affect the western Himalayan re-
gion from May 2, 2025," the IMD stated.
On Monday, easterly winds of 10-20km/
hr are expected, with speeds reaching
up to 30 km/hr on Wednesday, Cloudi-
ness will likely persist during the eve-
ning and nighttime.

IMID has predicted for Tuesday lightra-
in or drizzle, thunderstorms, and surface
winds reaching 30-40 km/hr, gustingup to

DEGREES CELSIUS
MINIMUM TEMP
RECORDED IN CITY
ON SUNDAY

50 km/hr. Rain is also expected
on May 2and 3 under the influen-
ce of the western disturbance.

The maximum temperature

is forecast to be 40-42°C on Mon-
day, dipping slightly to 38-40°C
on Tuesday, The minimum will
hover between 25and 27°C.

So far, April has seen only

0.7mm of rainfall—well below
the long-period
16.3mm. Delhi received 1.8mm rainfall
in March, which was a deficit of 90% in
comparison to the LPA of 17.4mm.
Meanwhile, air quality remains in
the poor category, with the AQILat 246 on
Sunday. According to the Centre’s Air
Guality Early Warning System, AQI is
expected to stay poor till April 29 and
improve to moderate on April 30.

average (LPA) of

SILENT KILLER: Capital Fared The Worst On April 13 With 25 Stations Crossing Safe Limit
OZONE LEVELS MAY REMAIN HIGH FOR NEXT FEW MONTHS

Privangi.Agarwal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: This summer,
eround-level ozone excee-
dances were reported on 56
days between March 1 and
April 25, according to a new
analysis by Centre for Seien-
ce and Environment (CSE).

The worst day in terms of
high ozone levels was April
13, when 25 out of 39 stations
in Delhi reported exceedan-
ce. The hotspots are Nehru
Nagar, Najafgarh, Major
Dhvan Chand National Sta-
dium and Sri Aurobindo
Marg. Of the total 40 stations
in the city, the average ozone
levels did not exceed the stan-
dard at just 10 stations this
summer sofar.

Exceedance is computed
as the daily maximum eight-
hour average crossing the
ground-level ozone's eight-
hour standard, which is 100
microgram per cubic metre,

Anumita Royvchowdhury,
executive director of rese-
archand advocacyat CSE, sa-
id, “Ozone is not directly
emitted by any source. But
nitrogen oxides (NOxX) and
other gases react with one
another under the influence
of sunlight and form ozone.
This requires stringent cont-
rol of emissions from vehi-
cles, industry and other com-
bustion sources.”

The analysis showed that
NehruNagarstation in Lajpat
Nagar recorded the highest
exceedanceonall 56 days from
March1to April25. It wasfollo-
wed by Najafgarh at 54 days
and Major Dhyvan Chand Na-
tional Stadium at 50days.

Out of the 56 days, ozone
levels exceeded more than 40
days at S5ri Aurobindo Marg,
Ashok Vihar, Okhla Phase 2,
Wazirpur, Patparganj, Ava-

What is ozone?

Ground-level ambient ozone is
produced from complex interaction
between nitrogen oxides and volatile
organic compounds that are emitted
from vehicles, power plants, factories,
and other combustion sources and
undergo cyclic reactions in the
presence of sunlight to generate ground

Ground-level ozone concentrations have increased in the city this summer. The worst day from the spatial spread of
ground ozone was April 13, when 25 out of 39 stations reported exceedance
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nagar, Vivek Vihar, Jahang-
irpuri and Rohini. The sta-
tion where the average ozone

A roar of joy: Delhi
700 welcomes first
lion cubs in 16 years

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: DelhiZoo iscele-
brating a rare and joyvous oc-
casion as five-vear-old Asia-
ticlioness Mahagauri has gi-
ven birth to a litter of four
cubs. The zoo is closely mo-
nitoring her through round-
the-clock CCTV surveillan-
ce, as the next 24 hours are
critical for the firsttime
mother and her newborns.
So far, the mother — Maha-
gauri—has been seen caring
for her cubs, offering a hope-
ful sign for the zoo.

Zoo director Sanjeet Ku-
mar confirmed that Maha-
gauriand her cubs are being
carefully watched.

“Early morning on Sun-
day, the five-year-old Asiatic
lioness Mahagauri delive-
red four cubs. The next 24 ho-
urs are crucial, and she is
currently taking good care
of them,"” he said.

The lioness and her mate
were brought to the Delhi
Zoo in 2021 from Junagarh.

“Thelast successful lion bre-
eding at the zoo occurred in
May 2009, when the litter
consisted of two cubs,” Ku-
mar added. He further expla-
ined that the cubs will rema-
inwith their mother for now,
with plans for veterinary
checks in the future depen-
ding on her behaviour.

Among the recent big cat
births at the zoo, two royal
Bengal tiger cubs were born
in May 2023 to tigress Siddhi.
While the litter was five
cubs, three were stillborn,
and only two survived. In
Ang 2022, three white tiger
cubs were also born at the
zoo, among which one died
four months later:

Thissuccessful lion birth
marks a hopeful moment
for the Delhi Zoo, which
had recently faced contro-
versies surrounding the fre-
quent deaths of animals.
April saw the loss of three
animals, including a Tha-
min deer, a Gaur calf, and an
Albino blackbuck.

The zoo is keeping a close watch through CCTV surveillance, as the
next 24 hours are critical for the first-time mother and her newborns

levels did not exceed the stan-
dard so far are Anand Vihar,
THBAS, ITO, NSIT-Dwarka,

Schools issued
guidelines to
shield kids from
blazing heat

New Delhi: As temperatures
soar in Delhi, schools have been
issued fresh guidelines to pro-
tect students from the increa-
sing heat. Directorate of Educa-
tion (DOE) has reinforced earli-
er advisories with new measu-
res aimed at minimising heat
exposure during school hours.

To safeguard students, DOE
has directed schools not to hold
assemblies during the afternoon
shift, and that “no classes be con-
ducted in open-air environ-
ments”, It has directed schools to
suspend all outdoor activities
until the weather improves,

The importance of hvdra-
tion is stressed, with schools
required toensure an adequate
supply of clean drinking water
at all times. RO systems and
water coolers must be properly
maintained, and scheduled
water breaks must be incorpo-
rated, the DOE has stated.

In terms of indoor comfort.
schools have been instructed to
ensure that classrooms are
well-ventilated and equipped
with functional fans. Additio-
nally, fire extinguishers must
be installed in all corridors, in
compliance with fire safety re-
gulations, stated DOE circular.

It has also urged schools to
educate students on the impor-
tance of covering their headsdu-
ring sun exposure, particularly
while commuting. Additionally,
it strietly instructs that “no stu-
dent, parent, or staff member
shall stay or sit in open or expo-
sed areas underdirect sunlight.”

Health preparedness has be-
en given utmost priority “Any
mmstance of heat-related illness
must be addressed promptly
First Aid kits should include
oral rehyvdration solution for
students exhibiting symptoms.
All cases of heatrelated illness
must be I"Ppﬂl"tﬂd to the nearest
hospital,” it states. T

Ozone has serious health
consequences. “Ozone is a
highly reactive gas. Even

Shadipur, Chandni Chowk,
DTU, East Arjun Nagar, Lod-
hiRoad, Narelaand Siri Fort.

Man opens fire outside restaurant in east Delhi

New Delhi: A man opened fire outside a restaurant in Preet Vihar,
east Delhi, on Saturday night, police said. A video circulating online
shows the shooter firing at the establishment, causing bouncers to
seek cover. Police received information at 10.30 pm and registered a
case under Sections 324 of BNS and 25,/27 of the Arms Act. “The
incident may be linked to an earlier altercation between bouncers
and visitors,” a senior officer said.

CSE OFFICIAL

Nitrogen oxides and
other gases react with
one another under the
influence of sunlight
and form ozone

short-term exposure can ag-
gravate asthma symptoms
and other respiratory illnes-
ses. Long-term exposure le-
ads to reduced lung function
and chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease. It is impor-
tant to control ozone at early
stages,” saild Roychowdhury.

TOI earlier reported that
the Union environment, fo-
rest and climate change mi-
nistry informed National
Green Tribunal in April this
vear that it would constitute
anexpert committee to study
the impact of ozone pollu-
tion in cities across the co-
untry and submit a report.

Central Pollution Control
Board, which analvsed gro-
und-level ozone in 10 metro-
politan cities in 2023 and
2024, found that Delhi-NCR
and Mumbal metropolitan
regions reported higher ex-
ceedances of ozone concent-
ration compared to other re-
gions inthe country.

CPCB told NGT that the
major sources of ozone pre-
cursors—nitrogen  oxides
and volatile organic compo-
unds (VOC)—are burning
o6f coal, use of oil in motor
vehicles, industrial activiti-
es, waste burning, gasoline
combustion, wood combus-
tion and evaporation of liqu-
id fuels and solvents. Some
biogenic sources—green
areas and crops—are also re-
sponsible for VOC emission,
leading to the formation of
ground-level ozone.
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Govt plans long—term
heatwave strategy
to protect residents

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Az Delhi faces in-
creasingly severe and prolong-
ed summers, Delhi govt is pre-
paring a comprehensive long-
term strategy to mitigate the
impact of extreme heat onitsre-
sidents. Chief minister Rekha
Gupta has instructed all govt
agencies, including the civic bo-
dy and Delhi Development Aut-
hority (DDA), to work together
on the new plan, which focuses
on systemic changes to city
planning and infrastructure for
long-term resilience.

The strategy includes issu-
ing targeted heat alerts, map-
ping high-risk areas, and incor-
porating emergency response
plans into the City Development
Plan. A key proposal involves
strengthening building stan-
dards. “New infrastructure will
be required to incorporate passi-
veventilation systems, cool roof
technologies, and be designed to
maximise thermal comfort,” sa
id a senior official. The govt has
asked local bodies and land-ow-
ning agencies like DDA to incor-
porate the latest technologies in
its plan, said a senior official.

Retrofitting existing struc-
tares, especially in heat-prone
areas, will also be prioritised.
Revised building bye-laws man-
dating these changes are expec-
ted soon. To protect the urban
poor; Delhi govt plansto identify
areas for shelters and shaded
spaces across the city, particu-
larly in slum settlements and
densely populated zones. “Pro-
viding safe spaces where people
can take shelter from the heat is
crucial,” the official added.

The plan also emphasises in-
corporating indigenous knowled-
ge systems, “Traditional cultural

Pival Bhattacharjes

THE HEAT IS ON!

practices for coping with heat will
be documented and included in
awareness campaigns to build re-
silience among residents,” the of-
ficial noted. Outreach program-
mes will educate the public on the
health, livelihood, and producti-
vity risks of extreme heat and wa-
ys to mitigate them.

In addition, Delhi govt will
conduct research on Delhi’s mi-
cro-climate patterns and impro-
ve urban temperature monito-
ring. Policy interventions to re-
vive natural ecosystems, such
as parks and urban forests, will
create cooling zones across the
city “Delhi needs systemic
changes backed by researchand
community participation,” the
official said.

Gupta has previously stated
that temperatures in Delhi have
reached up to 50°C, a serious pub-
lic health threat. “When the heat
becomes this intense, our prepa-
rations must be equally robust.
Heatwaves are no longer just a
weather condition, but a deadly
crisis,” she emphasised. As part
of the initiative, 3,000 water coo-
lers will be installed across the ci-
v and cooling shades will be bualt
along footpaths. Govt and private
buildings will adopt cool and gre-
enroof technologies.

Additionally, over1l.4million
students in more than 5.500
schools will be trained in heat-
wave preparedness.
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Now every senior citizen above the
age of 70 years will get free treatment
in the hospital. Such senior citizens
will be given Vaya Vandana Card.
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Jute over concrete:
out green soluti

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi LG VK Saxena has diree-
ted the Delhi Development Authority (DDA)
to use jute carpeting on pathways and tracks
in parks, especially on the Yamuna floodpla-
in. This initiative, first implemented at Asita
Park near ITO, has proven effective in redu-
cing dust and promoting grass growth thro-
ugh the jute weave, which anchors the car-
petsfirmly according toa senior official. Sax-
ena, who previously banned concretisation
on the floodplain, initiated this cost-effective
measure toaddress environmental concerns.
Dueto its success, Saxena hasnow ordered si-
milar action for the Northern Ridge.
“Concretisation was forbidden on the flo-
odplains, but this led to increased dust on
iracks whenever walkers or cyclists used
them,” said the official, adding, “This caused
inconvenience to users and added to environ-
mental dust.” Toresolve this, Saxena instruc-
ted DDA to implement loosely-knitted jute
carpeting on the tracks. The pilot project at
Asita Park proved successful, mitigating dust
while allowing grass to grow beneath the car-
peting, further securing it to the ground.
“The use of jute also allowed grass to
sproutthrough the gaps in the carpet, fixing
it more strongly to the ground,” the official
added. Encouraged by the positive outcome,
Saxena directed that the same method be
used on tracks in the Northern Ridge, which
DDA had recently begun restoring. Saxena
had visited the area earlier this month and

found its condition deplorable.

In addition to combating dust and pre-
venting soil erosion on the floodplain, the
initiative also provides a boost to the jute far-
ming industry “This eco-friendly measure
not only benefits the environment but also
supports local farmers,” the official noted.

Meanwhile, Delhi chief minister Relcha
Gupta recently presented a detailed plan to
Prime Minister Narendra Modiaimed atre-
juvenating the Yamuna River. The three-
fold strategy focuses on the river's revival,
removal of encroachments, and beautifica-

on for parks

LG VK Saxena has instructed DDA to impl
loosely-knitted jute carpeting on the tracks

[ ||- _i'-, '
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tion of the riverfront. The plan includes
100% sewerage treatment, the tapping of all
22drainsthat flow into the Yamuna, and the
installation of sewerage networks in 1,799
unauthorised colonies and 639 J.J clusters.
Restoration efforts are already under-
way across 16,000 hectares on both banks of
the river. Completed projects include Asita
East (93 ha), Amrut Biodiversity Park (108
ha), and a 16-hectare ghat area. The ‘Kalindi
Aviral’ project (100 ha) is in its final phase,
with other areas like Kalindi Aviral Exten-
gion (107 ha) and the remaining phase of
Asita East expected to be completed by Dec
2025 and March 2026. Asita West's second
phase is slated for completion by June 2025.
Under the ghat restoration programme,
platforms are being constructed to accommo-
date devotees and ensure scientific waste ma-
nagement, Old ghat ruins are being preserved
by the DDA as part of the renovation efforts,
with Vasudev Ghat (16 ha) already developed.

1. GG rolls AAP alleges Delhi govt
removed 2,000 buses
from roads; claims are
misleading, says BJP

Abhinav.Rajputi@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: AAP on Sunday said that Delhi’s public
transport svstem was crippled as BJP govt had abrupt-
ly withdrawn 2,000 buses from city roads, leaving com-
mutersstranded in the middleof a brutal summer.

“Long queues, jJam-packed buses and hour-long wa-
its have become the new normal, reversing the progress
made under Arvind Kejriwal's administration,” AAP
chief spokesperson Privanka Kakkar said on Sunday

Addressing a press conference, Kakkar said bus
stands across Delhi were packed with people waiting
endlessly for buses. “Under AAP govt, Delhiresidents
waited no more than one minute fora bus at any stand.
Today, under BJP's govt, people are being forced to wa-
it forup toan hour.” she said.

Seniorofficials, however, refuted the claimsand sa-
id that the phasing out of buses would be done in sta-
geg, and by then, new buses would replace them. More
than 2,500 old Delhi Transport Corporation(DTC)and
cluster service buses will go off the road by the end of
the yvear, an ofticial said.

Kakkar added that AAP govt had enforced a rule that
nopassengerwould berequired to travel standing —eve-
ry commuter would get a seat. However, under BJP’ govt
today, every bus is completely packed. This overcrow-
dingisthedirectconsequence of BJP govt'sarbitraryre-
moval of 2,000 buses from Delhi’sroads without making
any alternative arrangement, she said.

Transport minister Dr Pankaj Singh had said that
govt had placed orders for thousandsof new busestoma-
intain adequate transport services, "There willnot be a
shortage of buses. There will be 900 new electric buses
coming soon, and every week it will increase depending
onthedemand.” Singh had said earlier, Theminister had
gaid the electric buses would replace the CNG ones.

BJPhassaid that AAP'sclaim of a buscrisisin Delhi
was completely misleading. Busroutes in Delhi have be-
en rationalised, bus operations are well-organised, and
on May 2, chief minister Relkha Gupta will dedicate 400
new buses to the people of Delhi, party spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor said, The people were aware
that theshortage of buses was due to the failure of Kejri-
wal's govt and matters would have worsened if central
govt had not provided 1,700 e-buses to DTC, he added.
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How Organised Crime Is Carving Up Capital

INSIDE DELHI'S UNDERBELLY: Several Gangs Controlled Remotely From Foreign Countries Add To Law Enforcers’ Challenge

Rajshekhar.Jha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi’s under-
world is home to a multitude
of notorious gangs—495, tobe
specific — as the Centre in-
formed Supreme Court on
Thursday. TOI reported abo-
ut it. The statistics are chil-
ling for a metropolis like Del-
hi whose gang landscape has
evolved over the years, trans-
forming from yesteryear gro-
upslikethe Kishan Pehalwan
and Anocop-Balraj gangs of
Najfagarh to newer entities
suchasthe Bishnoland Sang-
wan gangs, forming a comp-
lex network of organised cri-
me being controlled remotely
from foreign countries.

The capital now has a
complex underbelly characte-
rised by the presence of vario-
us notorious gangs which are
engaged in a

that many gangs initially for-
med to settle personal scores
orgainanedge incollegeelec-
tions. However, the situation
quickly escalated, with both
sides resorting to violence
and eventually engaging in
full-fledged criminal activiti-

es tosustain their rivalry,
“Forexample, the Gogiand
Tillu Tajpuria gangs which
engaged in a deadly gang war
in Delhi for vears and later ran
extortion rackets, originated
from a college election at Swa-
mi Shraddhanand College.
Gogi, a student of the college,
took 1ssue with Tillu and his
associates interfering with
the college elections and
allegedly beating Gogi's
friend. This incident sparked
a decades-long feud, leading
to numerous violent encoun-
ters and even the deaths of
both gang leaders,” a senior
police officer

range of illicit
activities that
put them at
odds with law
enforcement and with each
other. Resultantly, the city of-
ten witnesses turf wars, ex-
tortion rackets and murders.

A pertinent question that
arises 1s: Why does Delhi ha-
ve such a large number of
gangs? Investigators who ha-
ve watched the Delhi’sunder-
world over the yvears attribu-
te it to a number of factors
ranging from Delhi’s topog-
raphy, proximity to states
like Harvana and UP and a
large migrant population in
Jhuggi-Jhopriclusters.

“The organised crime
gangs in Delhi often exploit
the vulnerabilities of the ur-
ban poor, engaging in extor-
tion and other formsof explo-
itation that further entrench
cveles of violence and fear
The fluid nature of gang dy-
namics, with alliances for-
ming and breaking apart,
adds another layer of comp-
lexity tothe situation,” said a
retired senior cop.

At first glance, it appears

TIMES Special

explained.
Lawrence
Bishnoi's fo-
ray into crime
was also triggered by the ri-
valry between studentorgani-
sations in Punjab. For many
Delhi gangsters, their jour-
neyv began with petty erimes,
was nurtured during stints in
jail, and ultimately found suc-
cess driven by the aspiration
to live a luxurious lifestvle.
For instance, gangster Kala
Jathedi was first arrested for
snatching a mobile phone in
2004. A trip to jail prompted
him toform hisown gang.
One intriguing aspect of
Delhi’s gang proliferation 1s
how they gain notoriety. Ac-
cording to sources, while
most gangsters in Delhi want
to name their gangs after the-
ir own names, the cops often
inadvertently fuel their repu-
tation by labelling small gro-
ups of 3-4 collaborators as a
gang, effectively legitimizing
their existence in police files.
Each of the gangs have
their own distinct identity
and sphere of influence. Whi-
le there are the big names who

TIER 2

operate across Delhi, targe-
ting businessmen, bookies,
property dealers and builders

Lawrence

Bishnoi

Gang

594

cases, 73

members

Jitender Kala Jathedi
Gogi Gang ' Gang

553 cases, 344

153 cases, 55
members members
Hashim Tillu
Baba Gang Mg Gang

402 129
cases, 53 cases, 50
members members
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for extortion, the smaller gro-
ups engage in activities like  ber of gangs in Delhi, like the
robbery, snatching and land

erabbing. A significant num-

Badhwar gang, are engaged

A PEAK INTO DELHI'S UNDERWORLD
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weapons,

Why so

:Ii::anshu many gangs
u Eﬂng
ik Delhi's underworld .
casa5,40 is home to 95
BIRIRES notorious gangs,

/] according to Delhi Police
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Godara

Eﬂgwan Gang in different parts of the
254 gases 96 cases, 26 || City: engaging in illicit
19 membérs memhbers activities and turf wars

Ganags exploit
vulnerabilities of urban
poor, engaging in

Many of the gangsters
are active in crime since
teenaged days

off to settle personal
scores, or college
disputes, but eventually
took to full-fledged crime

. Gangs have access |
. to sophisticated
- now the lines have blurred
: as everyone wants a
. bigger share of pie

- including foreign-
. made pistols

extortion and exploitation

Several gangsters started

in smuggling and selling illi-
cit liguor in the city and ne-
ighbouring states. There are

Big gangs . Average six
. have 50-150 | toseven
. members, | casesagainst
: smaller ones | each member
' have 5-30 . of big gangs

Cilallengés for law enforcement |

Rivalry between gangs
leads to violent turf wars
and conflicts

Fluid nature of gang dynamics

makes it difficult to predict

Limited number of
policemen have to tackle a
large number of gangs and
dismantle their networks

Dense populationin J J

for criminals to blend in and
evade detection

5 Delhi's law enforcement
- agencies often face resource
constraints, outdated

infrastructure, and inadeguate
" manpower, limiting their ability

to effectively prevent and
investigate crimes

| and prevent criminal activities

clusters creates opportunities

alsothese “Thak Thak gangs”
who originally got their name
from police for their modus

operandi of knocking on car
windows before striking.

Thebiggangs have 50 to 150
members and have an average
six toseven casesagainsteach
member. The smaller ones ha-
ve 3-30 members each. The
gangs have access to the best
of weapons in Delhi. From co-
pies of foreign-made pistols
like Zigana, Taurus, Beretta
and Star to the usual 7.65mm
pistols manufactured in hubs
like Khargone in Madhya Pra-
desh, Meerut in UP and Mung-
er in Bihar.

The existence of such a
largenumberof gangsisasig-
nificant challenge for the aut-
horities, who are tasked with
maintaining law and order in
a city that is both a political
hub and a densely populated
urban centre. However, many
retired and serving cops said
that while tackling the vete-
rans was their job, a compre-
hensive approach was requi-
red to curb the new entrants.

“This involves not only di-
rect action against gang
members but also addressing
the underlying social and
economic issues that fuel
gang activity  Strategies
might include community
outreach programmes, job
¢reation initiatives, and en-
hanced security measures in
vulnerable areas. While law
enforcement plays a critical
role in controlling gang acti-
vity, addressing the root cau-
ses socially is equally impor-
tant,” said a senior officer,

Despite these challenges,
there have been notable ef-
forts by Delhi Police and
other agencies to crack down
on gang activity, cops say
Operationstargeting specific
gangs and their leaders have
vielded results, disrupting
theiroperationsand, in some
cases, leading to significant
arrests, they added.

In any case, as Delhi con-
fronts this grim reality, one
thing is certain - the city’s
battle against organised cri-
me is far from over.

2 arms suppliers linked to Hashim Baba - A fresh start for sexual assault survivors
cang arrested in raids at Rohini, Jafrabad  vmewsamatmesoscon

Times News NETWORK

DCP (CRIME) SAYS

New Delhi: Two arms suppliers lin-

ked to the Hashim Baba gang have
beenarrested by the Delhi Police Cri-
me Branch, officials said on Sunday
The arrests were made during se-
parate raids in Rohini and Jafrabad,
where police recovered three semi-
automatic pistolsand six hvecartrid-
ges, One of the accused, Mohammad
Rihan, was apprehended while deli-
vering firearms to a gang member:
Based on his confession, hissupplier,
Salman Ahmad, was alsoarrested.
According to DCP (Crime)
Harsh Indora, “Mohammad Rihan
was caught red-handed while at-
tempting to deliver two semi-auto-
matic pistols and four live bullets
toanactive memberof the Hashim
Baba gang. A thorough search led
to the recovery of the weapons

from his possession.”

On April 22, acting on specific
intelligence, a police team laid a

Mohammad Rihan was
caught red-handed while
attempting to deliver two
semi-automatic pistols and
four live bullets to a Hashim
Baba gang member

Jafrabad in northeast Delhi.

the arrest,” Indora added.

Police have registered a case
under Sections 25, 54, and 39 of the

Arms Act. They also seized the

trap near a hospital in Sector-24, Ro-
hini, leading to Rihan's arrest. Du-
ring interrogation, Rihan disclosed
that he sourced the firearms from
Salman. The team subsequently
tracked down Salman, a resident of

“The team arrested Salman
on the same day A semi-automa-
tic pistol and two live cartridges
were recovered from him during

motoreycle used by Rihan during
the arms delivery.

Rihan, originally from Samb-
hal district in Uttar Pradesh, had
been living in Jafrabad. “After stu-
dving up to class XII, he initially
worked ataprivate hospital. Howe-
ver, after meeting Salman, he got
involved in the illegal arms trade,
supplying firearms to members of
the Hashim Baba gang,” said a se-
nior police officer

Salman Ahmad, who dropped
out of school after class VIII, pre-
viously ran a handicrafts busi-
ness. “He suffered heavy losses
two vears ago. Following this, he
came into contact with his cou-
sin Nadeem and turned to supp-
lving illegal firearms in Delhi
NCR,” the officer added.

Police said further investiga-
tion is underway to uncover the
extent of the illegal arms net-
work and itslinks withorganised
crimesyndicates.

New Delhi: For the 32-vear-old
motherof twowhoreceived a letter
of intent from a reputed organisa-
tion recently, it was like arebirth.

“After going through a lot, this
1s my second opportunity to live
my life with dignity. This opportu-
nity is precioustome. | wishnoone
has to go through what I did. Our
soclety needs to evolve and raise
men who are sensitive enough not
to inflict lifetime scars on women's
souls,” she said. The woman was
sexually assaulted in 2021 by a man
known to her.

She was at a job fair/placement
drive that was organised by
Delhi State Legal Services Autho-
rity under Project Veerangna last
week at the Rouse Avenue district
courts complex.

The event culminated with the
issuance of 19 letters of intent
(Lols) after several interview
rounds. The average CTC offered
was Rs 2 lakh per annum by the five

participating companies, recogni-
sing the potential and dedication
of the candidates.

The DSLSA chose a batch of 30
survivors for a 30-hour certifica-
tion course in the food and bevera-
ges sector at the Institute of Hotel
Management Catering & Nutri-
tion, Pusa, under the project.

The course costs between Hs
1.25-1.5 lakh, but the institution ac-
cepted the request of the DSLSA
net to charge anything. Training
started on March 8.

The initiative was part of
DSLSA's ongoing efforts to rehabi-
litate legal services beneficiaries
by equipping them with vocational
skills. Certificates were given to
the survivorsof sexual assaultand
similar offences who had finished
the course.

The placement drive saw parti-
cipation by the beneficiaries who
interacted with recruiters from le-
ading hospitality and service sec-
tor organisations, including ITC
Hotels Limited, The Lalit, Chhanv

=

EMPOWERING SURVIVORS

Foundation, Lemon Tree Hotels,
and Par Anand Charitable Trust.

Another participant who was
issued the letter of intent and had
survived rape told TO1 that she re-
ceived a call from officials from the
DSLSA for the course.

"The course offered by IHM was
arevelation. I learnt a lot about ho-
spitality, culinary, table manners
and a lot more. In such a competiti-
ve industry, it feels good to be
chosen for a job," the 27-yvear-old
woman said.

A 33-vear-old survivor of sexual

assault, whohad opted for the cour-
se and got the letter of intent for a
job, said: *I used to work with DTC
as a driver, but after the incident, I
left. I got to know about this course
whilel wasattending my caseinco-
urt. I decided to opt for it after tal-
king to people in DSLSA. As a mot-
hertoas-year-old, this will helpme
in supporting myv daughter.”

Rajeev Bansal, member secreta-
ry of DSLSA, emphasised the initia-
tive’s role in bringing about positive
change. A new round of interviews
will soon be conducted by the same
industry partners, he said.

"These letters of intent signify
the beginning of new opportuniti-
es. The project stands as a reflec-
tion of DSLSAs unwavering
commitment {o empowering
people with dignitv and opportuni-
ty. More than a rehabilitation initi-
ative, it is a powerful testament to
the belief that with the right
support, every person can rebuild
a meaningful and self-reliant life,"
he said.
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New Delhi: Akhil Bharativa
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP)
has won 23 of the 44 council-
lor posts across the 16 schools
as well as joint and special
centres of Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU), breaking
into new territory on the
campus, a day before the stu-
dents' union election results
are expected.

Under the United Left alli-
ance, AISA and DSF won se-
ven seats in all. The Left-Am-
bedkarite Unity Panel of SFI,
AISFE, BAPSA, and PSA won
five seats. The remaining se-
ats went to independents and
other student organisations,
astudent union meber said.

In JNU student’'s union
(JWNUSU), the council compri-
ses the central panel — presi-
dent, vice-president, secretary
and joint secretary — and the
councillors. No proposal is pas-
sed without the consent of the
council. With 23 seats, ABVP's
hand in decision-making in

Anindya Chattopadhyay

Voting for JNUSU elections took place on Friday

JNUSUwi1ll significantly rise.
ABVP's striking success
lay in its winning of two of
the five seats in the School of
Social Sciences. The organi-
sation has won here for the
first time in 25 vears, brea-
King into a traditionally Left-
leaning stronghold. The RSS-
backed outfitalso won two po-
sitions in the School of Inter-

national Studies, The AISA-
DSFE alliance secured seven
seats, and the SFI-Ambedka-
rites alliance won five seats.

Counting of votes for the
positions of president, vice-
president, secretary, and jo-
int secretary ison. The result
1sexpected on April 28.

The impact of fragmenta-
tionof the Left-leaning student

23 Of 44 Councillor Seats In JNU

Gains From Left Split; Students’ Union Election Results To Be Announced Today

In JNU students’ union,
the council comprises
the central panel -
president,
vice-president, secretary
and joint secretary —
and the councillors

organisations was evident in
the results. It allowed ABVP a
clean sweep in several centres.
The outfit couldn't breach the
Left stronghold in the School of
Language though, failing to
win any of the six councillor
positions, These were claimed
by Left organisations.

ABVP secured one out of
two seats in the School of Bio-
technology, the one seat in the
Special Centre for Molecular
Medicine, one out of two in the
School of Computational and
Integrative Science, two out of
three in the School of Compu-
ter and System Science, aclean
sweep of all four seats in the
School of Engineering, theone
seat in the Special Centre for
Nanoscience, all three in the

School of Sanskrit and Indic
Studies, both in the Amalga-
mated Cenire, oneoutof two in
the School of Environmental
Science, the sole seat in the
Atal Bihari Vajpavee School of
Management and Entreprene-
urship, and two out of three in
the School of Physical Science.

The Students' Federation
of India (SFI), All India Stu-
dents Federation (AISF), Bir-
sa Ambedkar Phule Students
Association (BAPSA), and
Progressive Students Associ-
ation (PSA) panel won five se-
ats. These includes one in
Arts and Aesthetics by SFI,
one in the School of Biotech-
nology by SFI1, one in the Cent-
re for Law and Governance by
BAPSA, and one in the School
of Language by SF1. All India
Students Association (AISA)-
Democratic Students Federa-
tion (DSF) won seven council-
lor seats, including three in
the School of Language and
Culture Studies, two in the
School of Social Sciences, one
in SIS, and one in the School

ABVP Breaks New Ground, Wins Delhi govt dissolves school

management committees

Meghna.Dhulia
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Directorate of
Edueation {DoE)has announ-
ced the immediate dissolu-
tion of all existing school ma-
nagement committees (SMC)
ingovtand govt-aided institu-
tions across Delhi.

According to a recent cir-
cular, fresh elections will be
held on May 9 to reconstitute
the committees.

The circular states that a
school-level election commit-
tee, led by the head of school
and supported by a teacher
convener, will oversee the
election process to establish
new SMCs ineach school.

The move comes in the
backdrop of widespread fru-
stration among parents, lea-
ding to protests, becauseof an
alleged feehike. Many parents
blamed the mismanagement
of SMCs, where such issues
should have been addressed.

“The competent authority
decided to dissolve all exis-
ting school management com-
mittees for all govt and govt-
aided schools of Directorate
of Education, GNCT of Delhi,
with immediate effect. Furt-

of Artsand Aesthetics. her, a school-level SMC elec-

— PAYING HOMAGETO THE DEPARTED 50UL

1st Death Anniversary

In loving memory of

Teerel f& wan =rE, yEHRraweer | wad fOgear, fude [ w9 |
Wagi : @ WITEd , BT ATl |/ | SO G WeEon, JreaE 9 qEdE:l|
Whatever happiness, good fortune, health and wealth we have achieved in our life has been
obtained only through the principles and benevolence of our parents. We only wish that you

continue to shower your blessings, love, affection & inspiration in the future,
We repeatedly salute you and offer our tributes.

To book your ad

9th Death Anniversary
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OBITUARY
ccording to Delhi Fire

| REMEMBRANCES |
Services (DFS), a call re-

f

L\ garding the fire was re-

MEMORY OF ceived at 11.55am. “Immediate-
Iv, 26 fire tenders were dis-
patched, and around 150 fire-
fighters were involved in the
firefighting operation,” a DFS
official said.

Fire tenders could not re-
ach the interior lanes and had
to be stationed on the main
road, with water pipes extend-
ingdeep into the cluster.

“The flames leapt from one
jhuggi to the next in no time.
There were highly flammable
substances inside the homes.
Small #zas cylinders, which res-
idents used for cooking, also
exploded inside several

Basant Kumar Singh
Air India, Manager (Retd.)
16" Jan. 1942 - 28" April 2021
In reverence and remembrance
Rita Singh - Wife
Rani Nanda - Sister
Veena Singh - Sister In Law
Rajeev Singh - Son

According to a
recent DoE circular,
fresh elections will
be held on May 9 to
reconstitute these

committees

tion committee, headed by the
head of school conecerned and
assisted by its respective tea-
cher convener, would conduct
the elections to reconstitute a
new SMC of their respective
schools,” reads the circular.

The DoE outlined several
guidelines. The newly formed
SMC must include at least 50%
women members, and it must
also have representation from
marginalised communities, in-
cluding Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, Other Back-
ward Classes, or the Economi-
cally Weaker Sections. The
elected parent members will se-
lect a vice-chairperson from
among themselves. Additional-
Iy the SMC will invite three tea-
chers specialising in social sci-
ence, sclence, and mathematics
tojoin as special invitees.

“The SMC plays a crucial
role in overseeing the scho-
ol's operations, managing ad-
missions, and assessing the
needs of students and tea-

chers. It typically comprises
12 parent members, the scho-
ol principal, a teacher repre-
sentative, a local authority
member, and a social worker,
with a two-vear tenure,” an
official said.

Thenominationforms will
be checked by May 7. These
forms should include the pa-
rent’s details — name, add-
ress, phonenumber, and a pho-
tograph — along with the na-
me, class and roll number of
the child. Candidates are requ-
ired toexplain how they would
contribute to the school if elec-
ted and secure signatures of fi-
ve other parents in support of
their candidacy. The school’s
election committee will revi-
ew these nominations.

Voting is on May 9. Mor-
ning shift schools will hold
elections from 8am to llam.
evening shift schools from
1pm to 4pm. Results would be
out the next day.

The deputy directors of
education will establish a
three-member permanent co-
re group at the district level.
This group, of a school head
and two teachers, will be re-
sponsible for appointing social
workers to the SMC and over-
seeing the election process.

Strong winds caused Rohini
jhugei blaze to spread rapidly

:'.i.lf-j'l:l-;-‘_‘:l'iu:m-*

¥y gt ]

]
A e

DEVASTATING: The fire was finally doused at around 3.20 pm, but
cooling operations continued for several hour thereafter

shacks. Some homes were con-
Anupma Singh - Daughter In Law

toxic smoke filled the entire
area, leading to extremely
suffocating conditions.” the
official added.

The fire was finally doused
at around 3.20 pm, but cooling
operations continued for sev-
eral hours thereafter to pre-
ventany flare-ups. Delhi Police
has launched an investigation
to ascertain the exact cause of
the fire.

surrounding apartments. It
did catch onto the exterior of
some buildings, but fortu-
nately did not enter the flats,”
the official said.

“Adding to the danger.
many residents, primarily
ragpickers, stored scrap ma-
terials such as plastic bottles
and other combustible waste
near their homes, which
fueled the fire further. A thick

nected to a gas pipeline as well,
which had to be immediately
shut down to prevent an even
bigger disaster,” the fire
official added,

Strong winds also helped
in spreading the fire. Many
trees and electric poles were
also engulfed in the confla-
gration, adding to 1ts intensi-
tv. “There was a real fear that
the fire would spread to the

Bhumanjay Singh - Son In Law
Bhawna Singh - Daughter
Grand Children: Rohin Kevin Singh,
Afshzan Kathrene Singh & Uday Singh
Family & Friends

e,

Smt. Pushpa Arora
W /o Late Shri Rajendra Kumar Arora

Shri Rajendra Kumar Arora
Chairman, Abilities India Pistons & Rings Ltd.

In Loving Memory
Seventh Anniversary
Romansha - Tushar Arora —
Avni - Vikram Umapathi
Mallika - Yashvardhan Rana

Seema - Sunil Arora
Rashmi - Bharat Mohindra
Preeti - Mahendra Rana

All Relatives, Friends and Entire Team of

[
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Tanvi - Daksh Ahluwalia
Saachi - Aniket Kuthiala

L
I'.'Ii'ﬁll

profounda grief, we inform you that

Kariv Arora

Aindri & Vanya Umapathi

Amira & Rania Ahluwalia

Resi.: 18 C, Shri Ram Road, Civil Lines, Delhi

-_—
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PRFTONS & RINGH

PISTONS & RINGS LTD.

K SWAHAMAHHISHHIEE
29 May 1933-28 April 2018

Man accused of
raping woman at
gunpoint held

Govt to survey cow
shelters, provide

Smt. Sushila Jain, beloved wife of Late Shri R.C "When we think of you, Times News NETwoRK . ot
Jain and mother of Shr Raj] Kumar Jain, left for All fosses are restored, lnan‘ :Ia Su Ort
her heavenly abode on the moming of 27" April and sorrows end"’ New Delhi: A 37-vear-old man,

2025
Uthawani Ceremony will be held
at 6:30 PMon 28" April 2025

at Mata Ka Mandir, New Friends Colony.

We pray for the etemal peace

af the

departed

In ever loving memaory of
our beloved mother

SMT. POONAM VOHRA

(28-04-1955 TO
ETERNITY)

Appa
Eternal is our gratitude
Forever are our thanks
Immortal is your memory

Love and miss you always
Remembered by
Col Sridhar - Vasanthi

identified as Javed alias Pawwa,
was arrested on Saturday after al-
legedly firing at police officers du-
ring a raid in north Delhi's Wazi-
rabad. Javed was evading arrest
in connection with a gang rape ca-

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi govt will sur-
vey cow shelters and frame a
scheme to extend financial sup-

at designated places like Ghoga
Dairy, around 50 km from Cen-
tral Delhi. “It is unbearable to
seeeven a single cow wandering
on the roads. Govt as well as phi-

soul ; Today, it's been 4 vears & Dr Ef::ﬁ_'um’::ﬁmghﬂ se 1‘§gistered at Nghi Karim police port for ’r_hg ismmth operation '?f lan_t}l'ﬂjnpis_ts are there to ensure

_ In Grief we miss you more than All family and friends. station, where he isaccused of al- such facilities to address the is-  facilities like fodder and shelter
Sarita & Raj Kumar Jain Renu & Pawan Tod ever and even though we - legedly assaulting a woman at sue of bovines straying on the forthecows,” Guptasaid. CM sa-
Rekha & Mahinder Gupta Archana &Ajay Padia — can’t find the right words gunpoint in Dec 2024, national capital’s roads. id her govt would conduct a sur-
Vineet Jain | to express our gratitude for all that you've | SADDEMISE | “Crime Branch's NR-II team CM Rekha Gupta announ-  vey of all cow shelters in Delhi
Divya & Aneesh Khanna g1v %" us while btﬂ” 111"" i“ﬁ "'"E'ds’fll“ i tracked Javed based onspecificin- ced themeasuresatapublicgat-  andascheme would be drawn to
fanushree & Prabhav Bed| Temember your motnerly loveand how it formation, which suggested he hering at Gramin Gaushala in  provide financial assistance for
All Grand Children and Great Grand Children touched our hearts.

PS Jain Family
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TRIBUTES

a very happy birthda
Papa has also left for
year.

Anuj & Baby Girish

We honour your life today and we wish vou

i:nea venly abode this

Fondly remembered by Sandeep & Sakshi,

Whazirum 10 lines
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was hiding in Wazirabad and ar-
med. During the operation, he fi-
red at police, narrowly missing
one officer. The team managed to
overpower him, recovering a pis-
tol, an empty cartridge, and five li-
ve rounds,” said DCP (Crime)
Harsh Indora.

Javed, originally from Hapur,

Bawana and stressed that she,
her ministers, and BJP MLAs
considered the cow as a mother
figure (Gaumata). “It isamatter
of great pain for us to see the
plight of cows roaming on the
roads and, sometimes, encoun-
tering accidents, The blame lies
with those who just let them

the facilities to care for the cows
inaholistic manner:

Itwas govt'sduty totake care
of the old and ill cows wande-
ring on roads after being aban-
doned, and the dispensation was
committed to fulfilling its duty,
Gupta added. Gupta had earlier
announced the setting up of a

Publcatione Uttar Pradesh, moved to Delhi to wander for food after milking model gaushala in Ghumanhe-
bbb e work in his father’'s garment busi- them,” shesaid. ra village. Presenting her mai-
TOID Capital + NBT (Delhi+NCR) 1295 ness. He turned to crime in 2013, Reminding cattle owners den budget, Gupta announced
o L starting with snatching and later that such animals were notallo-  an allocation of Rs 40 crore for
A TOID Full Run ## + NBT (Delhi+NCR) 1360 We regret to inform the escalating to dacoity and theft. wed within the city limits, she settingupthe cow shelter.
5| THE TIMES OF INDIA (Delhi+NCR) 780 demise of our mother “Despite multiple arrests, inclu- suggested the bovines be housed (With PTT inpuits)
5 | THE TIMES OF INDIA (Delhi) Full Runi# 900 Dr. (Mrs.) ilggafﬂi‘hif‘ﬂﬁ:?;g{ = E;l;;ﬁ ;
Gl e deb deila e 2 595 Veena Narain media, hiscriminal activities con- 2 St abbe d In ro ad rage
%' THE ECONOMIC TIMES (Delhi+NCR) 715 on April 26, 2025 tinued,” DCP Indora added Furt-
E SANDHYA TIMES (Delhi) 100 In grief her investigation is ongoing. _
' \Vishal Narain & Shilpa Mathur ) Times News NeTwork En{']tfi tE;HI;LW_HS fﬁ&i‘mfﬂ to 1n-
» *Placement on specified obit pages only.» This rate benefit is extended up tll FrofgE ; (Son and daughter in law) vestigate the Inciaent.
the size of 320 sq. cm only. ® ## Full run includes Delhi City + NCR (Including The silent joy of remembering a loved one. Nishu & Arvind Mathur cu5to ms SEIZES New Delhi: Two men were Police analysed CCTV foo-
Gurgaon + Noida) + Chandigarh + Western U.P. + Uttarakhand ® TO1 Capital _The moments you shared together. stabbed in a road rage inci- tage and used technical sur-
(Delhi & NCR) Includes TO! Gurgaon & TOI Noida, Little moments that make life beautiful, (Daughter and son in law) ?l_gcr gOId bars et ro Bhatut Chioeli i, vetllabios sl e 1 ol
5 Share them. With Friends. Relatives. Neighbours. northeast Delhi on April 24, gence to track down and ar-
To place an Obituary announcement or Colleagues. With all those whose lives VA NEws NEvWaRN police said on Sunday, adding  rest the accused, Jai Kumar
Remembrance message please call b “"::::d ?:;:lﬁéiﬂﬁiaf":;“::xgﬂgf“ ik T0 BOOK New Delhi: Customs officials re- that they are undergoing tre-  alias Anuj Pandit, 23, a resi-
= yo y HiE Sy ' AN OBITUARY & covered gold bars from an Indian  atment forthe injuries. dentof Shiv Vihar,
“I “ n d . 9 9 5 8 g 9 2 “ a a Lo T Iy national at Indira Gandhi Inter- The incident was repor- The knife used in the at-
. Publications SIS Ay [ ammeon REMEMBRANCE AD national (IGI) Airport worth over tedtothe Khajuri Khaspolice tack was recovered from his
Times of Ind NCR| 5.600 | ||== e
= ?;Tﬂ:“;i:m:ul;cﬁ:;w 3,500 o e i Rs1.9crores being smuggled from  station around 9.45 pm. “Ini-  possession.
Pa n k al . 81 3 0 6 " d, 21 TORET [Delhi/ NCR) G600 | | T -t Tuw st PLEASE CONTACT Dubai, officials said on Sunday. tial investigations revealed During questioning, Jai
|

TO BOOK AN OBITUARY AD
PLEASE CONTACT

VINOD : 99589 92088 & PANKAJ : 81306 04727

st REMEMBRANCE / f!_ 1
RN " SHARING MEMORIES 5 @)

For any information call
Vinod : 9958992088

: 8130604727

VINOD :
99589 92088

PANKAJ :
81306 04727
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“On thebasisof spot profiling, the
officers of customs, 1G1 Airport,
New Delhi booked a case of smug-
gling of gold on April 25, 2025,
against one Indian national pas-
senger, who arrived at T-3, Delhi
airport from Dubai by Flight No.
SG-6 dated April 25, 2025," an offi-
cial statement from the office of
the commissioner of customs
(Airport & General)yat T-3, IGI Air-
portstated.

that wvietims, Ikram and
Shehzad, travelling separate-
ly in their taxis, collided with
a motorcycle near the old po-
lice station cut. A heated ar-
sument ensued, which resul-
ted in both men getting stab-
bed. The accused fled the sce-
ne after the attack,” a senior
police officer said.

A case was registered at
the nearest police station,

Kumar revealed he had an
accomplice. Police said Jai
Kumar is a notorious crimi-
nal with a record of five pre-
vious cases, including mur-
der, assault on a public ser-
vant, and Arms Act viola-
tions. Efforts are underway
to trace and arrest his ac-
complice, police said, ad-
ding, the investigation is
Ongoing,
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Former [-I" employee, absconding A reason to SMILE:
post bail cancellation, arrested

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A former Income
Tax (I-T) Department emplovee,
Deepak Kashvap, has been arres-
ted by Delhi Police’s Crime
Branch after absconding follo-
wing the cancellation of his bail.
kashvap, along with accompli-
ces, allegedly impersonated tax
officials to extort money from a
businessman’s family in west
Delhi's Janakpuriin August 2023,
“He recruited accomplices
who posed as I-T and other govt
officials to lend authenticity to
their illegal operation,” said
DCP (Crime) Aditva Gautam.
On Aug 1, 2023, the business-
man—whoruns an elevator and
escalator company—received a

distress call from his wife. “She
informed him that seven unk-
nown individuals, including a
woman, had forcibly entered
their home, claiming to be from
theI-T department. They falsely
accused him of hiding income
from a land deal, restrained the
family, seized phones, and de-
manded he return home imme-
diately for a so-called ‘settle-
ment’,” Gautam said.

CCTV footage confirmed the
presence of seven individuals
and the getaway vehicle, Kashy-
ap was arrested in 2023 but fled
after his bail was cancelled.

Police used technical data,
financial transactions, and so-
cial media activity, and arrested
Kashyapon April 25.

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

(A Govl of West Bengal Enterprisa)
Regd. Offce | Vidyut Bhavan, Block-DJ, Sector-Il, Bidbannaigar, Kolkata-700 071
CIN . D40 1TOWR2D07SGL1 13473, www.whsedd in

The Chief Engineer (P&C), Procurement & Contracts Dept., WBSEDCL invites
e-Tender from original manufacturers only for manufacture, testing, supply and deliveryof

WESEINT

the tollowing items:

5l Tender Notice No. &
L[ Description of Items

Quantity
(KM.)

Estimated Value
{approx inCr. )

P-05/2025-26/PC-111/CucC

1.1 KY Copper Control Cable 4 Core X 2.5 5q. mm

100 1.34

1.1 KV Copper Control Cable & Core X 2.5 5q. mm 60

1.45

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

M.B.D.0, NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
Motice Inviting e-Tender by the
E.E/NBDD Vide MlaT Mo, 24 (5. Mao. 01,
02,03, 04, 05, 06, 07,08, 09, 10, 11, 12,
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 & 19) of 2025-26.
Detalls of works be seen in the abowe
mentioned NleT in the website:-
www o whienders gowv, in &
www.wbhnorthbengaldev.gov.in
Sdf- Executive Engineer, North Bengal
Development Department

ICA-TB401(4)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Motice Inviting Tender

e-MIT invited by the Executive Engineer,
Mayurakshi £ & b Division, WD, Siuri
for 06 Mos. work e-NIT MoD-
WEBIW,/EE/MEMD a-MIT-02/2025-26.
Tender 1D- 2025 PAWD 8320655 1 to 6.
Last date of bid submission: 12/05/2025
upte 1700 Hrs. Detailed e-NIT may be
sgen at www. whiwd gov.in and
wowwewbtenders. govin Sdf- Executive
Enginear, Mayurakahl E & M Division,
Birbhum-731101, Ph: 03462-255057

ICA-TE386(1)/2025

Wiebel Bhavan , Sacor-V,
Sait Lake, Kolkata 700 091,

——

Hotice Inviting o-Tandsr Mo, 'H'I!ltt [ ==} ]
Wl 24-75 | DODOOS (RE-TENDER 2  Cwil)
DiEbied: 16-04-T025
Mahss of work:- “SITG of IT infrmsdrectural ilsms,
CCTY Survsillance Systorm, EFABX & Volos MY,
Aapiis  WViemapl Solubon Foa the Confsranos &

Trmirirg rooim ol 1GR Ofmfca, in tha BTP-H
Wislin prisl 06 bimdad
R, 57,74, 123000 {Includfimg Tasas)

Dhis dlsibe of Siibmbiiben: 14 Dhinm o Pulbicalios
Inbprmaied Eetien may @ IFooogh el
hifpa fwhbisnders. gov. in and
hEtpe e skl 1IN
For deisds or coniaci
0= 2307 1TOH ¢ IO DN
ICA-TBIBS(3)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Tender Notice of DH&FW Deptt.
Memo No. of NIT-DHFWS/RPH/653
dt. 24-04-25 and Tender ID
2025 _HFW_839140_1
g-Tender is hereby invited from
intending bidders for the “Supply of
Outsourced Driver” Bid submission
closing date : 15.04.25 at 01:00 p.m.
Other details may be seen from the
website : https://wbtenders.gov.in and
office notice board, Sdf- CMOH &
Member Secretary, DHEFWS,

Rampurhat HD,, Govt. of West Bengal,
ICA-TEAT1D(3)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Matice inviti -Ti
Mo: - WBIW/EE/PUAIWADODL/
e-NIT-01/2025-26
Open tender Is invited by the Executive
Engineer, Purulia Construction Division
{1}, | & W Directorate. Bhatbandh
Irrigation Colony, PO & Dist-Purulia for
the works of the aforesaid N.|.T 1, Date
of documents download start :
28/04/2025at 10:00 hrs. 2. Date of bid
submission start : 28/04,/2025 at 10:00
hirs. 3. Last date of decuments download
& bid submission - 05/05/2025 at 17:30
hrs. All details, may be downloaded from
http://www.whiwd.gov.in or
https://wbtenders. gov.in 5d/- T.K.

Panda, Executive Engineer, Purulia
struction Division(l). ICA-TR383|2)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
e-N.1.T No - WBIW/EE/MDD/
e-NIT-01 (e)/2025-26 | 2nd Call)
On behalf of the Governor, West Bengal
e-tenders are invited by the Executive
Engineer, Mograhat Drainage Division
froam the reliable bonafide and
resourceful contractors for 02 nos, work
of Cleaning & remaving water hyacinth
of different channels under Mograhat
Drainage Division. Details may be had
from the office of the undersigned on
working days during office hours or on
website: https://wbtenders. govin &
www.whiwd.gov.in Publishing date
28.04.2025. 5df- Executive Engineer,
Mograhat Drainage Division, Baruipur,

South 24 Parganas, ICA-TB381{3)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

KMDA TENDER NOTICE
«NIT No. QUEEED-IIEMEMDA of

Unline tender i3 invited by Execmtive
Engineer, ED-IIl, BE-M Secior, KMIDA,
JOA3E, P.OM, Shah Road, Kolkaia-
TOOS, from chgible agencies, for the
work, Name of Work, Estimated Value
of work, Earnest Maney deposit, Time af
Completion, Malmenance Including daily
ON & OFF opemtion of street light
installntion from Kamalgoe flyover end o

Padmapukur on Southern Bypass (Both
side of Adi Ganga), Rs534 885/
Rz 10,698/, 07 months, Lasi date & time
of online Tender Submission: 06052025
upte 13.00 hrs, for detmils contsct the
above oflice or visil both websites.

vy Jumidaw lgoy in (KMIDA-4T)

www.whtenders.gov_in ICA-TEIT7(2)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
SRINIKETAN SANTIMIKETAM
DEVELOPFMEMT AUTHORITY

BOLPUR, DIST, BIRBHUM.
MOTICE INVITING TENDER
MNIT Mo, 16 of 2023-25

Online tender in two bid system s

hereby invited for “Development of ald

concrete road with mastic asphalt from

Abhaya Ashram to hfo Bikask Roy wia

Mandan Boys Hostel under Bolpur

Municipality ward no-02 & 03, PS5

Bolpur, Dist-birbhum.” Estimated cost

for work : Rs, 31,56,175/-, Tender ID No.

2025_55Da B37510_1, Bid submission

start date (Onling] 28/04/2025 at 11:00

AbM. Bid submission closing date

(Online) 10/05/2025 at 0100 P

Details are avallable visit the wehsite

https://whbtenders.gov.in 5d/-

Executive Qfficer, Sriniketan

Lantiniketan Development Authority.

ICA-TEIT6{3}/2025

1.1 KV Copper Control Cable 12 Core X 2.5 sg. mm
For details, visit https2//whtenders.gov.in & www.whsed

1.41

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

N.B.D.O, NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
Matice Inviting e-Tender by the
E.E./NBDD Vide MleT Na. 25 (51 Nao. 0L,
02, 03, 04, 05, O, 07,08, 09, 10, 11, 12,
13, 14,15, 16 & 17) of 2025-26. Details af
works be seen in the above mentioned
MileT in the webs|te:-
www . whtenders  gov,.in &
www whnorthbengaldev,gov.in
5d/- Executive Engineer, Morth Bengal
Development Department

ICA-TEADZ(3),/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

M.B.D.D MOTICE INVITING e-TEMNDER
Matice Inviting e-Tender by the
5. E/HMBDD Wide MleT Mo, 19 (5L, Mo. 01
to 25] of 2025-26, MieT Mo, 20050 Nao. 01
to 07F) of 2025-26 and NleT Mo, 21 of
2025-26 of the 5.E. NBDD. Details of
works be seen in the above mentioned
MlaT in the website -

woww o whnorthbengaldey. gav. |l h
Ldf- Superintending Engineer, Morth
Bengal Development Department

ICA-TB382(4)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

EMDA TENDER NOTICE
T o'
WESKMDA02S-26

Two parts e-lender i85 invited by the
Exgcutive Engineer, [Division-O&M-10,
WES Sector, KMDA, from reliahle,
experienced, bonalied and resourceful
muinifaciurer’ authorized deales/ bonafied
supplier, for the work, Name of the Worlk,
Estimated Amouni pui fo Tender,
Earmnest Money, Time of Completion,
Supplying & Lowering 750 mm dia new
Inled Valve in place of old Dilapidated
valve mt Existing 0.7MG Capecity UGR
situnted ot Arnti Cotton Mill within ward
no 50 of HMC added area., Bs.7.02,330-
Rs 14,050/, 15 days from ihe issuance of
work order, Last date & time of Online
Bid submission: 19.05.2025 gt 1E.0d hrs.,

for detoils contact the above office or visit

Govt starts drive to
rehabilitate beggars

Atul.Mathur@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi govt has
initiated a plan to identify
and rehabilitate beggars
across the city under the
Centre's ‘Support for Margi-
nalised Individuals for Live-
lihood and Enterprise’
(SMILE) scheme.

According to officials, ni-
nemajor hotspots in the capi-
tal—Karol Bagh, Old Delhi,
Gurdwara Bangla Sahib, Ni-
zamuddin, Munirka, Rohini,
Shahdara, RK Puram, and
Dwarka—have a particular-
ly high concentration of beg-
oars. Toensureeffective imp-
lementation of the rehabili-
tation programme, the Soci-
al Welfare Department has
decided to involve voluntary
groups and non-governmen-
tal organisations (NGOs),

Empanelled agencies
will conduct asurvey to iden-
tify beggars at these hots-
pots, mobilise them, rescue
them to state-run shelter ho-
mes, and work on their com-
prehensive  resettlement.
“All data will be maintained
on the central online portal
where all stakeholders—sta-
tes, districts, nodal agencies,
shelter homes—would be ab-
le tofetch the required infor-
mation. After the survey, the
agency would undertake out-
reach work to mobilise the
persons engaged in begging
to avail the facilities availab-
le in the shelter homes,” said
a senior Delhi govtofficial.

The agencies will collect
detailed information on
each individual in a prescri-
bed format, which will also
contribute to building a na-
tional database.

Adult beggars will be ac-
commodated in shelter ho-
mes managed by the Union
ministry of housing and ur-
ban affairs under the Deen-
dayal Antvodayva Yojana -
National Urban Livelihoods
Mission, while orphaned
children will be placed in
child care institutions un-
der the ministry of women
and child development.

“We will also ask the vo-
luntary organisation or
NGO selected for the exerci-
setoassesstheactualreason
why the persons got into
begging. The shelter homes

will provide counselling
support to the beneficiaries
and motivate them to come
out of begging. Anyone re-
quiring the de-addiction fa-
cility will be referred to the
de-addiction treatment
centre in hospitals or to an
integrated rehabilitation
centre for addicts for detoxi-
fication and whole person
recovery,” theofficial added.

Legally identified Indi-
an citizens engaged in beg-
gingwill be assisted in obtai-
ning essential govt docu-
ments such as Aadhaar
cardsandrationcards. They
will also receive guidance
and support to access vario-

Photo tor regresentation

RELIEF IN SIGHT

us welfare schemes and ser-
vicesoffered by thestate and
central govts.

Children will be enrolled
in government schools un-
der the Samagra Shiksha
scheme to ensure access to
education, while “able-bodi-
ed"” individuals will be offe-
red vocational training and
skill development opportu-
nities tailored to their “ca-
pacity, capability and desi-
rability” to help them achie-
veself-employment or wage-
based livelihoods.

Shelter homes will coor-
dinate with nearby govt and
low-cost private schools to
admit children under the
Right to Education Act. “All
expenses of books, uni-
forms, and school activities
will be taken care of,” said
anofficial.

Officials added that skill
training will be provided un-
der the PM-DAKSH scheme
to support occupational rea-
diness. “Private players can
be roped in for providing
skill development training
and funds can be arranged
through corporate social re-
sponsibility,” said an official.

CITY CITY BANG BANG

SANTOSH DESAI

g On winter nights in

d Delhi, when the fog de-
| scends like a thick wool
i blanket over the city, few
pleasures compare {o
the simple act of stand-
ing by a roadside cart,
waiching the vendor fish out a per-
fectly boiled egg from his cart, crack
it open, add a little masala and hand it
over steaming. Steam rises from your
mouth as vou wait, hands thrust deep
in pockets, while around vou, the city
slowly dissolves into an impressionist
painting of streetlights and shadows.
You pop the slices guickly into your
mouth, eager to retain the heat, and
the egg warms up the insides, suffus-
ing it with a feeling of brotherhood
and contentment. The world feels like
a good place momentarily.

The egg has an aura of universal-
ity, unusual given its non-vegetarian
nature. It insinuates itself into un-
likely places and makes itself at home
where it shouldn’t belong. In Gujarat,
where vegetarianism is both belief
and display, the “"aamlet” stands as a
form of curious rebellion. Roadside
stalls serve up a sexed-up version
with eggs transformed by generous
helpings of butter and cheese, a guilty
pleasure made guiltier by its furtive
consumption. This is an act of brava-
do, of laughing in the face of social
custom, as one stands in public, pol-
ishing off this sinful concoction. Call-
ing it “aamlet” helps. The very term
‘aamlet,” for in its flattened phonetic
form, creates distance from its Eng-
lish original, as if the linguistic trans-
formation tames it, making it like a
natural part of one’s diet.

But it is in our homes that the egg
reveals its true versatility The weekend
omelette is not merely breakfast; itisa
statement of leisure, a declaration that
time is available to be savoured rather
than consumed. Unlike its street-side
cousin, the home omelette is often a
more contemplative affair It might be
folded around mushrooms and herbs
on ambitious mornings, or simply driz-
zled with ketchup on lazy ones, Either

The Egg And |

way, it marks a departure from routine,
a small celebration of the day's unhur-
ried beginning.

Then there is the curious case of
the egg curry, where the egg performs
a remarkable feat of remaining stead-
fastly itself while swimming in a sea
of spices. Unlike chicken or mutton
that surrender their identity to the
gravy, the egg maintains its integrity,
the white refusing to be coloured by
its surroundings, the yvolk remaining a
secret until the moment of discovery
[t's almost an act of philosophical defi-

The egg has served as a
powerful metaphor for life,
rebirth, and potential. In
our more prosaic times,

it continues to carry
meaning-the first protein
many children learn to
cook, the go-to solution
for hungry students, the
reliable friend of the
culinary novice, who
proudly knows how to
'whip up an omelette'

ance—being in the world but not of it.

The egg has insinuated itself into
our lives slyly, managing to create a
buffer zone between the hard bounda-
ries that separate the vegetarian and
the non-vegetarian. The eggetarian is
a category unto itself—people who have
succumbed to the charms of the egg
while steadfastly eschewing any other
temnptation of the flesh. It helps that the
egg is visually a universe away from the
rawness of meat. It is a little dollop of
bland innocence—bloodless, pristine
and conspicuously devoid of any signs
of having lived once. Of course, despite
its innocent appearance, it does not es-
cape controversy, as is evident from the
debate around serving children eggs as
part of midday meals.

The egg has a posh side too. In its
Eggs Benedict avatar, it rents a tux and
learns how to wear a bowtie. Poach the

egg perfectly, drape it in Hollandaise
sauce (the name helps), and perch it
atop an English muffin. The Oxbridge
accent jumps out at you at this point.
Yet, underneath all that refinement,
it remains essentially the same—the
volk, when pierced. still runs with the
same golden abandon as it does in a
humble half-fryv in a roadside dhaba.

As a design solution, the egg ap-
proaches perfection. Its form follows
function with an elegance that would
make Bauhaus architects weep. The
shell, a masterpiece of engineering,
is strong enough to protect but frag-
ile enough to vield when needed. The
white and yolk arrangement speaks to
some deep truth about existence—the
relationship between the peripheral
and the essential, the protective and
the protected.

This intuitive understanding of the
egg as a symbol of creation finds its
most profound expression in ancient
Indian thought through the concept of
Hiranyagarbha—the cosmic egg. Here,
the humble egg transcends its earth-
ly form to become the very template
of existence. The Vedas speak of this
golden egg floating in the primordial
waters, containing within itself all
the potential of the universe. Like our
breakfast egg with its white and yolk,
the Hiranvagarbha, too, consists of the
manifest and unmanifest, the formed
and the formless.

Perhaps this is why the egg has his-
torically been laden with so much svm-
bolism. From creation mvths to Easter
celebrations, the egg has served as a
powerful metaphor for life, rebirth,
and potential. In our more prosaic
times, it continues to carry meaning—
the first protein many children learn
to cook, the go-to solution for hungryv
students, the reliable friend of the cu-
linary novice, who proudly knows how
to “whip up an omelette.”

In an age of molecular gastronomy
and ever-more-exotic ingredients, the
egg remains steadfastly itself, neither
seeking validation nor requiring rein-
vention. Its reliability is its revolution;
its simplicity is its sophistication. In a
world where nothing is static and where
reality wears new guises every day, the
egg is a reminder of the power of con-
stancy, of always being who vou are.

santoshi6sagmail com

"1 My Times, My Volce: Like this article? SMS MTMVSAN <space> Yes or No (o 58888

NDMC begins work on sump to store 5L litres of rainwater

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: New Delhi Municipal Coun-
cil vice-chairman Kuljeet Chahal held a
high-level review meeting to assess the
preparednesstotackle waterlogging issu-
es during the upcoming monsoon season.

After the review meeting, Chahal in-
spected several key waterlogging-prone
locations, including Purana Quila Road,

Dayal Singh College and Bharti Nagar.
During the inspection, he laid the foun-
dation stone for the construction of a
large sump with a 5-lakh-litre capacity
behind the judges’ bungalows near Pu-
rana @Quila Road.

Chahal said the sump is a vital part of
NDMC’s monsoon preparedness. Rain-
water collected will be stored in the sump
and channelled into the drainage system,

significantly reducing waterlogging.
Chahal mentioned that the sump wo-
uld permanently address the waterlog-
ging issue in Purana Quila Road area.
NDMCsaid its drainage network is di-
vided into four zones based on connecti-
vity with major MCD drains such as near
Dr Sen Nursing Home, Panchkuiya Road,
parts of Nehru Nagar, RK Ashram Marg,
Connaught Place, and India Gate areas.

both websiles. {KMDA-50)
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Irrigation & waterways Directorate
ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
e-NIT Mo:- WBIW/SE/WC-1/NIT-1{e)/2025-26
Encrypted electronic bids are hereby
invited by the undersigned on behalf of
the Governor of West Bengal for 2 {Twa)
na, works amounting to RS
4.38,36,332.00 & Rs. 4,65,60,617.00
from bonafide agencies having
credential as specified in the e-NIT, Last
date of submission of bid (anline] will be
an 19,05, 2025 till 16:00 Howrs 15T, Other
details may be sesn in the website:
www.whtenders.gov.in and
wharawhiard. ot in and in the affice of
the undersigned. 5df- Superintending

Englneer, Western Circle-1, | 88 Ote.

ICA-TE394(3)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

NIT No.:-HST/1P-148-2025/5C)/2025/346;
Dated 24.04.2025

E-Tender for Procurement of Some

Consumable Items for a period of two

years from the date of AOC, is invited

from the manufacturers/direct

importers. Interested bidders may wisit

the website: "https)/fwhtenders.gonin”
or "wwwwbhealth. povin” for further

details. Bid submission start date
{online) : 08.05.2025. Bid submission
closing date [online] @ 22.05.2025. Bid
opening date [onling) | 220520235,

Sdf- D.D.H.5. (ERS), W.B.
ICA-TH399{3)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

DEBEMN MAHATA GOVERMNMENT
MEDICAL COLLEGE & HOSPITAL,
PURLILIA
TENDER MNOTICE

Cancellation of e-tender notice
published vide Memo No. 330 dated
13.03.2025, Tender 1D:
2025 _HFW_B28446_1 for hiring of
Vehicle (Small Passenger Vehicle] for
Deben Mahata Government Medical
College & Haspital, Purulia 1z hereby
cancelled due to participation of
insufficient number of bidders. Please
visit https://whtenders.gowv.in /
www . dmgmech.edu,.in /
www . whhealth.gov.in /
www. purulia.nic.in for viewing the
complete natice. 5d/- Medical
Superintendent cum Vice-Principal,
Deben Mahata Gove, Medical College &

Hospital, Purulia ICA-T8388(3)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL
MORTH BENGAL DENTAL COLLEGE & HOSPITAL
SUSHRUTANAGAR, DARJIEELING
e-TENDER NOTICE
Memao No. 494/NBDCEH dt. 25.04.2025
e-Tenderare invited by the Principal,
Morth Bengal Dental College & Hospital,
Sushrutanagar, Dt- Darjeeling, Pin-
734012 from Reputed Food Suppliers for
"Providing of Canteen Service at North
Bengal Dental College & Hospital”
Mecessary Information is also available
from the office of the undersigned from
25.04.2025 Details can be downloaded

www.whbhealth.gov.in,
www.nbhdch.ac.in 5d/- Principal.
ICA-TE8407(4)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE
The Commissioner BCW & TD
Directorate & Member-Secretary,
FBAKOSE 8B, Lyons Range, Mitra Building,
Kolkata - 700001 invites
e-Tender [online) for "Supply and
Installation of AQUAGLIARD PRO PURE
CHILL 120 P55 RO LY CuZn” vide MIT no.
03/MIT/PBAKDSP Dated 24th April 2025,
[(Tender iD: 2025 PBAKS B3BES92 1).
Last date of submission of bids online:
19.05.2025 (upto 10,00 am). Intending

for bidding and may alsa download the

detailed MNIT from

https:/fadibasikalyan.gov.in For more
detalls intending bidders may visit the
aftice of the undersigned.
5d/- Commilssioner, BCWETD
Directorate & Member-Secretary
PBAKOSP, B, Lyans Range, Kal-700001

ICA- T8403(3)/2025

THE TUSIER OF IS

A LEADING COMPANY

REQUIRES WAREHOUSE SPACE

Looking for a warehouse space of 20,000 to

50,000 sq.ft. space on Lease in and around |

SITUATION
FOR SALE VACANT

TIMES Inter:lgp» ™=

Connecting People, Connecting Needs.

Logon to: ads.timesofindia.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

GURGAON

Mandoli/ Patparganj / Gagan Cinema Area,

having Clear Title, Fire NOC and other
applicable compliances, for commercial use.
Interested parties having the warehouse space
or built to suit may send their proposals with
location details to
Mail ID: delhiwarehouses(@gmail.com

i+.-i

Akshaya
Tritiya
Special

To advertise please contact: |

SPACIOUS :BEHE for sale
1773sqft with stilt car and bike
parking, 2nd floor K Block
AWHO Sispal Vihar, Sect 49
Gurgaon Contact 98848633308

 COMMERCIAL}
| OFFICE |

OWNER:
9910300456

'FOR SALE 2nd Floor
» Spazedge, 991 Sq.ft, above .
. D-mart, East facing, Sohna ;
* road facing, Large window °
« unit. Owner: 9910300456,

aaaaaaaaaaaa

JJJJJJJJJJ

|STOCKS & SHARES| P HYSI CS

Fabricators 5. Immediate
jeining, Highly attractive
package. Mail resumes to
shivasiotrideltechnologles.
oo, WA to +971 543998707

BOOK YOUR
PROPERTY ADS

Sub Lease Deed of Shop Mo, 118
{G.F), Modi Mall, Plot No-2,
Block-1, Sector-234, Noida, .8,
Magar (UJ.P) and Shop Mo 208
(F.I" Modi Mall, Plot No-2,
Biock-1, Sector-234A, Noida, G.B.
Nagar (II.LP} in the name of Lt
Col, Jogi Ram Dahiva (Betd.)
Rso H.No.600, Arun Vihar
Sector-29, MNoida. I found
please contact: $8T10GGEL

SHARE MARKET CONVERT
TECHNICAL YOUR PHYSICAL SHARES TO N E ET TEHDEH &
HE]':'[H.T FOR IEPF CLAIM HOTIGE Ans
CONTACT 8BR2886221 JEE f,rt BSE ”B J;XI jxll
MELHANILS Personalised Guidance For booking
DL T personal byindia's Top Educator | | please contact
Technologies
Private Limited, Guiirat : P N ROT nmﬂ“ .
seeks qualified technicians m wmm 931 253 351 B
for projects. Industrial
Electricians 5. Plumbers 5, I LOST & FOUND I TRUE PHYSICS
Fire Fighting Technicians 5 H.O: Saket, New Delhi TO BOOK ONLIME LDG DN TO
{with pump room — . @Immmm
experience), Steel | LOST Original documents- I"Lﬁ 9873919190

| CHANGE OF NAME |

PLEASE CONTACT

SUNIL : 9999499496

9312633518, 9999499496
9999995460, 9811790649

TIMES Inter:la»

Crvmvai tias) P e, Cadyesim o) Paaids

4%, Readers are recommended to make

20y,

knaa & famuiag

appropriate enquires and seek
appropriate advice before sending

money, incurring any expenses, acting
on medical recommendations or

entering into any commitment in relation
to any advertisement published in this

publication. The Times of India Group
doesn't vouch for any claims made by I
the Advertisers of products and

----------------------

: Dinesh
4 9971110380

‘PANCHSHEEL PARK
« (500 Yards Fresh Booking -
s Open for All Floors AAA+
:l{?ﬂnstructi{:n Corner, Fac 3
« east more detail 9971110380 .

------------

----------

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES

TO BOOK ONLINE LOG ON TO

@imesnf’mﬂi:.unn

L {Anil kumar) F/O (Anannya)
declare that her name have
been changed from (Anannya)
to iAnannya Mehra) for all
purpases vide affldavit no. IN-
DL7i6564 74085384 dated (24
April 2025} .

BOOK YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS

Logon to : ads.timesofindia.com
CALL :
18001205474
(Toll Free)

BOOK YOUR

r RECRUIT
EDUCATION

TIMES Inter:la»

Comnpching Feapla Connacting Meds.

TO ADVERTISE IN THE CLASSIFIEDS SECTION,
FOR ANY OF THE BELOW MENTIONED CATEGCORIES

®- )
N

"\ TENDER, 3) CHANGE OF NAME,
» PUBLIC NOTICE LOST & FOUND

Please call us at the below mentioned nos.

BIRTHDAY/
ANNIVERSARY ADS

BMW

services. The Printer, Publisher, Editor,
and the owners of The Times of India

Group publications shall not be held
liable for any consequences, in the
event such claims are not honoured by

the Advertisers.

BMW330D 95000 km July 2014
White, Immaculate condition,
Singie hand, Company
sarviced, DL Registration 8.5
lakh, Pho71 7483353

Area / Zone | Contact Person | Mobile No. Area/ Zone | Contact Person | Mobile No.
North Delhi Amit Ghosh 98117 90649 Ghaziabad | Sunil Srivastava | 99994 99496
Noida ; West Delhi
+East Delhi | RejeevKhullar | 9560002888 | | 4 Dwarka | Aman Pasricha | 93126 33518
+ Gurgaon
S'ﬂuth DEH'H Flal]hﬂ'lnl' An}ra E‘EEE‘E 95_.:" ED EEI‘ItI‘El Amit Ehﬂsh HETI? HDE"IE
+ Faridabad Delhi Sunil Srivastava | 99994 99496




THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

MONDAY, APRIL 28, 2025

TIMES CITY

145 zones to

HC flags ‘acute shortage’ of judges

be surveyed | Great

New Delhi: Delhi High Court The court's remarks came to even leisure trips to certain Place -
0 has highlighted the "acute shor- while hearing a plea by a chea- extent ought not be declined,” To L&T F 'nance
I“ su mmer tage of judges" with respect to  tingandforgery caseconvict,see-  Justice Girish Kathpalia said. Work.

bird census

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Delhi forest
department and World Wildlife
Fund (WWF), along with near-
lv 100 enthusiastic birdwat-

the population and the litigation
quantum due to which several
matters remain unheard.

The high court said that on
account of overflowing dockets,
it was unable to decide appeals
within a reasonable period of ti-
me and when some matters re-
main unheard, it is "extremely

king permission to travel abroad
toattend aclubassembly of Rota-
rv Club in Almaty Kazakhstan
and Georgia for his social ties
and business growth.

"In my considered view, sin-
ce on account of overflowing
dockets, this court is unable to
decide the appeals within a rea-

The court permitted the
man totravel abroad from Mav 1
to May 11 upon furnishing a per-
sonal bond of Rs5lakh withone
surety of the like amount. It sa-
1d the events like club assembly
of Rotarians are more in the
form of general gettogethers
where social and business rela-

Certified

MAY J035-MAY TOIS
LT

painful” for the judge.

) S B

chers, wvolunteers, students, sonable period of time, theright tionsare developed. e
wildlife experts and conserva-
tionists, flagged off the sum-
mer survey of the Delhi Bird
Atlas at Lodhi Garden. The ini-
tiative aims to identify micro-
habitats across the city

Chief wildlife warden of
Delhi, Shyvam Sundar Kandpal,
and Dipankar Ghose, senior di-
rector of biodiversity conserva-
tion at WWF-India, attended the
event as chief guests.

The forest department re-
cently provided basic birding
training to forest guards, hel-
ping them assist experts in the
development of the bird atlas.
This initiative seeks to docu-
ment the presence of avifauna
across various city locations,
identifying specific bird speci-
es indifferent urban areas.

The Delhi Bird Atlas pro-
ject aims to create a compre-
hensive record of bird diversi-
ty in the capital through public
participation and professional
surveys. The project is a colla-
boration between the forest de-
partment and various organi-
sations, including Bird Count
India, Delhi Bird Foundation,
WWF-India, DIAL, Wildlife
SOS8 and Asian Adventures.

A comprehensive survey
will cover 145 subcells across
Delhi's various habitats and
green spaces during May and
June 2025. This extensive pro-
ject, coordinated by conserva-
tion groups and local birdwat-
chers, aims to collect vital data
forurban wildlifeconservation.

Forest officials emphasised
the importance of public involve-
ment in conservation efforts and
acknowledged the unity among
Delhi's birding community,

"Thisunique birding initiativ
e by the birding community of
delhi will reveal the ecological he-
alth of the city—how green it is,
how beautiful it is, and the well-
maintained parks. Birds can only
thrive in well-maintained envi-
ronments. This initiative, led by
Delhi’s bird watchers and nature
lovers, will contribute signifi-
cantly to environmental aware-
ness in the city" said Kandpal.

(Ghose highlighted the im-
portance of such projects indee-
pening scientific understanding
and promoting environmental
responsibility among residents.
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tutions and resources. Additionally,
there is a pressing need to modernise
schools and universities by introduc-
ing innovative teaching and learning
methods. Equally important is the

I

__-"“*—__
_ - READER ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVE

education reflects the country’s ex-
panding economic ambitions and the
rising demand for skilled leaders who
can navigate the complexities of a
global business environment,

development of digital skills — such
as coding and machine learning — to
equip the population with a compet-
itive edge in the global job market,”
he adds.

In many parts of the world, applica-
tions to MBA programmes have seen
a decline in recent years, but India
has experienced a noticeable surge.
The growing interest in management

Forging the Future
As education and job markets evolve, Indian B-schools prepare
graduates to excel in the global race and digital era. Harnessing

the nation’s vast talent pool, management institutions are focusing
on quality education, nurturing the leaders of tomorrow

Aspiring for a

MBA?

Kickstart your career with cutting-edge, research & industry-oriented
MBA programmes at Sri Balaji University, Pune (SBUP)

Kanchan.Gogate
@timesofindia.com

cultivating a growth mindset.
Through robust industry link-
ages, international collabora-
tions, hands-on projects, and
internships, students gain
crucial exposure to real-world
challenges. These institutions
aim to nurture not just em-
ployable graduates, but re-
sponsible professionals capa-
ble of driving innovation and
meaningful societal change,”

assets and provide a big talent
pool to the world by invest-
ing in its educational system
and equipping its citizens
with the skills and knowl-
edge needed to compete in a
global economy, opines Dr,
Anant Sardeshmukh, man-
agement expert and start-up
counsel. “The new Education
Policy 1s a positive step in the
right direction, yet certain

s India rises as a
global economic
force, the demand
or visionary lead-
ers capable of navigating un-
certainty and leading from
the front is intensifying. In-
dian B-schools—beyond just
the IIMs—are responding
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Indian B-Schools are ac-

tively shaping future-ready

leaders by bridging the gap
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between classroom learning
and industry demands, notes
Prof. Paramanandhan Bal-
asubramanian, Chancellor,
SBUP. “With cutting-edge
training in Al, machine
learning, data and business
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ENSURE INNOCENT KASHMIRIS DON'T BEAR THE
BRUNT OF WAR ON TERROR: MEHBOOBA MUFTI | 12

i
i

Iraq | for over 20 years until
his overthrow in 2003, was
born on this day in 1937

Saeey KUumarapuran

Denied paneer, angry wedding guest
races minibus into mandap, injures 6

hat are the odds of an untoward incident if a wedding
guest is denied his favourite paneer dish in the desired

FADNAVIS TERMS ‘BASELESS’ REPORTS THAT MAHA
WAS UNABLE TO TRACE 107 PAK NATIONALS| 12

=1 In UP, Aadhaar touts clone ‘dy CM’

Covert Fake ID Business Near Lucknow s Seat Of Power Opens Pandora’s Box

Arvind.Chauhan
@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: Barely a few pac-
esfromthe Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly in Lucknow, fearless
touts at an Aadhaar Seva
Kendra (ASEK) promise and
deliver anything for a price.
They even conjure up a name
uncannily similar to that of
deputy CM Brajesh Pathak.

When this reporter visit-
ed the Vidhan Sabha Marg-
based Ratan square complex
to test a widely rumoured
tout racket, he was in for
many surprises. The crowd-
ed Aadhaar Kendra had touts
lurking everywhere, among
them three young women in
their mid-20s who were also
part of the syndicate.

One such tout, who iden-
tified himself as Rajesh, ap-
proached this reporter. “I'm
from Bakshil Ka Talab area
and a huge admirer of depu-
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EPIC of Brajesh Pathak and the Aadhaar Seva Kendra at Ratan Square

tv CM Brajesh Pathak. I wish
to change my name from Bri-
jesh Pathak to Brajesh Path-
ak, but there are no docu-
ments to support this,” the
reporter dropped the bait.
“Ho javega (it will be done),”
Rajesh nodded.

The tout got down to work.
He pulled out his phone,
downloaded a real voter 1D
(EPIC) of another Brajesh
Pathak from Badaun, pasted
the reporter’s photoon it, and
added a fake barcode, Within
minutes, he booked an in-
stant Aadhaar update ap-

pointment — at 12:50 pm —
the same day. “Go straight to
the verifier. No questions will
be asked,” Rajesh assured,
pocketing Rs 1,500 via UPL.
Inside the Aadhaar Seva
Kendra, the script unfolded
exactly as promised. The veri-
fier at counter-5 barely
olanced at the forged docu-
ments, At 2 pm, “Brajesh
Pathak™, along with nearly 20
others who sought touts’ help,
was called — ahead of genu-
ine applicants. The reporter
was directed to counter-22,
where a young woman oper-

ator mechanically processed
the update, taking his iris
scan. In less than an hour, a
fake identity was born. The
reporter was embedded in a
teamof officials who had gone
tocarry out checksatthe ASK
after reports swirled about
[Ds being fabricated.

For the last five vears, the
ASK in question has been
operated by Smart Chip Pri-
vate Limited, the Indian
subsidiary of French multi-
national IDEMIA group.

After the successful sting
operation, TOI contacted the
eroup’s officials for comment
on the rigged system at Luck-
now centre. But after waiting
for a day, an official IDEMIA
source said: “Since we are un-
der contract of UIDAT (govt
agency which issues Aad-
haar), we cannot comment.”
However, the source acknowl-
edged that there were indeed a
few staff at Ratan Square ASK

allegedly involved in malprac-

tices. But still, Smart Chip Pri-

vate Limited has no mandate
tocheck documents.,

A day earlier, the UIDAI
regional office of Lucknow,
too, had sent at least two de-
coys to the Ratan Square
ASK, and found that touts in
connivance with Smart Chip
Private Limited staff were
involved in malpractices.

Speaking to TOI, Prashant
Kumar Singh, deputy DG of
UIDAI (Lucknow region), ac-
knowledged the matter, “A re-
cent surprise inspection at
ASK Ratan Square revealed ir-
regularities, prompting a de-
coy operation on April 21 that
uncovered the modus operan-
di. The matter has been esca-
lated to the agency concerned
for probe and filing an FIR. We
assure all UIDAI's backend
quality checks verify docu-
ment genuineness, rejecting
any fake submissions..”

quantity? Well, quite a lot, if the man drives a minibus and goes
by the alias of ‘Bamboo'! Angered that he was not served as
much paneer as he wanted, minibus driver Dharmendra Yadav,
who ferried the baraatis to the wedding venue in Hamidpur
village in UP’s Chandauli district Saturday, drove his vehicle

full throttle straight into the mandap, reports Rajeev Dikshit. Six
people suffered serious injuries. The groom’s father,

Vinod Yadav, suffered head injuries, while the bride's uncle

Jogi Yadav's hand was crushed. The driver managed to

escape with his vehicle.

STA STICS Aslice of life in numbers

IPL’s Boundary Rush
In Two Trendlines

Every Tth ball brought a boundary in last year's
IPL while sixers came on every 13th ball.
In recent years, IPL 2021 had the longest wait
on average for a hit to the fences

2 decades after launch,
3 Idiots’ fame Ladakh
school now under CBSE

New Delhi: Druk Padma Karpo School in La-
dakh, which 1s popularly known as “Rancho’s
school”, has got CBSE affiliation more than
two decades after it was founded.
Theatfiliation was granted after several de-
lays and rejections. The school, which shot to
fame after it fea-
il tured in the Aa-
mir Khan-star-
rer movie “3 Idi-
ots” in 2009, was
A so far affiliated
with the Jammu
and Kashmir
State Board of

Students at Ladakh's Druk School Educa-
Padma Karpo School tion (JKBOSE).
“We have fi-

nally got CBSE affiliation after delay of several
vears and our first batch of class 10 students is
now waiting for their CBSE board exam re-
sults... Though we had all the infrastructure in
place, excellent result record and focus on inno- ¢
vative ways of teaching and learning, we didn't
get NOC from the JEBOSE despite several at-
tempts all these years,” school principal Min-
gur Angmosaid. e

2024
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Ressarch: Sayan Ghosh | Source; Cricinfo

10-hr fire in ED office having key
Choksi, Nirav, Bhujbal case files

Some Records
May Have Been
Lost In Blaze

Vijay V Singh
& Sanjeev Devasia | Tun

Mumbai: A fire broke out and
raged on for nearly 10 hours in
EDIYs zone-1 office in a privately
owned building in south Mum-
bai’s Ballard Estate on Sunday;
sparking fears that investigation
recordsof some high-profile cases,
including those involving fugitive
businessmen Mehul Choksi and
Nirav Modi as well as politicians
Chhagan Bhujbal and Anil Desh-
mukh, may have been lost.

There was no clarity on
whether ongoing investigations
would be hit, but sources indicat-
ed a severe impact on office in-
frastructure, including comput-

There was no clarity on whether probes
would be hit, but sources indicated a
severe impact on office infrastructure

ers and documentation. They
said an assessment of the extent
of the damage is underway
While both physical and digital
records of investigations were
stored at the office, the sources
said since most of the documents
weredigitised, the agency may bhe
able to recover them.

ED has submitted in court the
original probe records of cases in
which chargesheets have been fil-
ed, keeping the copies with 1tself.
The questioning of scheduled wit-
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nesses summoned by ED for state-
ments at the office will be affected.

ED has offices on the fourth
floor as well ason a portion of the
first floor of the heritage build-
ing, Kaiser-I-Hind, which has
more than four floors. The fire
was confined to the fourth floor
office, which housed the agency’s
additional director’s office and
investigation units. Both floors
were shut owing to the late hours,

According to the fire brigade,
the fire broke out around 2.30am
in the building. Only canteen
staff and security personnel
were present in the building at
that time. No one sustained any
injury. The fire brigade said the
blaze was confined to the probe
agency's wooden furniture and
other office infrastructure. It
saild furniture placed in the com-
mon passage and the balcony im-
peded firefighting operations.

The fire was finally finally
doused by noon.

Pahalgam: Beijing In Ally’s Support, Indian Diaspora Hits London Streets

China backs Pak’s concern, seeks

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: China has sought an
“impartial” probe into the Pahal-
oam terror attack while backing
Pakistan's “legitimate™ security
concerns and calling upon both
India and Pakistan to exercise re-
straint. Chinese foreign minister
Wang Yi spoke to his Pakistan
counterpart Ishaq Dar Sunday
and also supported Pakistan'’s ef-
forts to safeguard its sovereignty
and security interests.

According to a Chinese read-
out, Wang told Dar that as a hard-
core friend and all-weather strate-
gic partner, China fully under-
stands the legitimate security
concerns of the Pakistani side
and supports it in safeguarding

‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’ drowns ‘Pakistan Zindabad’ in

Naomi Canton

London: Hundreds of Indian-
origin supporters gathered Sun-
day outside the Indian high com-
mission in London, overwhelm-

“ ..the conflict is not in the fundamental interests of
India and Pakistan, nor is it conducive to regional peace
and stability. It is hoped that the two sides will exercise
restraint, move towards each other and push for

a cooling of the situation

CHINESE FOREIGN MINISTER WANG YI

its sovereignty and security inter-
ests, China had earlier con-
demned the terrorist attack in
Kashmir's Pahalgam but also
worked with Pakistan last week to
water down a UNSC condemna-
tion of the April 22 attack on tour-
ists, Wang spoke to Dar amid the
threat of an armed conflict be-
fween India and Pakistan.
“China supports an impartial

Islamabad’s London
mission vandalised

man was arrested early
Sunday for smashing win-
dows at the Pakistan high com-

Cuttack: Orissa high court ruled
that a doctor cannot be held crimi-
nally responsible for prescribing

investigation as soon as possible,
as the conflict is not in the funda-
mental interests of India and Pa-
kistan, nor is it conducive to re-
gional peace and stability It is
hoped that the two sides will exer-
cise restraint, move towards each
other and push foracooling of the
situation,” said Wang, according
to the Chinese foreign ministry.
Wang also told Dar China is

ing “Jai Shri Ram”, *Vande Mata-
ram”, and “Bharat Mata Ki Jai".
Some could be seen shaking wa-
ter bottles. The Pakistani protes-
ters raised slogans against PM
Modi and shouted “Pakistan Zin-
dabad”, but lacked placards and
enthusiasm. “This is a disaster,”
said a Pakistani journalist. Moh-
sin, a protester, claimed the ten-
sions were linked to upcoming as-
sembly elections in Bihar
“Modineeded thisbecauseof
theelections in Bihar, They have
blamed Pakistan withoutany in-
vestigation,” he said. “There
won't be war,”" added Zubair, an-
other protester, claimingthatac-
cusations of Pakistani involve-
ment in the Pahalgam massacre

impartial’ probe

closely following the developing :
situation. “Thefight against ter- :
rorism is the common respon- :
sibility of all countries in the :

world, and China has always

supported the Pakistani side in
firmly implementing counter- :

terrorismactions,” he said.

Dar was reported to have giv-

en an update on the tensions be-

tween Pakistan and Indiaoverthe

12 killed as
van hits biker,
plunges into
well in MP

Indore: A van rammed into a
bike, killing the biker on the
spot, before veering off the
road and plunging into a well,
resulting in the death of 10
passengersand critical injury
to four others in Madhyva Pra-
desh’'s Mandsaur district on
Sunday afternoon.

A local villager (42), who
managed to rescue three pas-
sengers, died after inhaling
toxicgasinthe well.

A Special Disaster Emer-
gency Response Force team
deployed a crane to retrieve
the van — which was en route
to Aantari Mata Temple in
Neemuch'’s Manasa — from
the well. They pumped out § to
10 feet of water to ensure no
oneremained trapped inside.

The four injured, includ-
ing a three-year-old girl and a
10-year-old boy, were admitted
to Mandsaur district hospital.

Deputy CM Jagdish Dev-
da, along with district collec-
tor Aditi Gargand SP Abhish-
ek Anand, supervised the res-
cue operations. The collector
said compensation would be
given — Rs 2 lakh for the fam-
ily of each deceased and Rs
50,000 for each injured.

Dhaka court’s
arrest warrant

on Hasina’s
daughter

Ahsan Tasnim | Tnn

Dhaka: A Dhaka court has
ordered the issuance of an
arrest warrant through the
Interpol against Saima
Wazed Putul, daughter of
ousted Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, in
connection with a plotalloca-
tion corruption case.

Dhaka Metropolitan Se-
nior Special Judge Md Zakir
Hossain issued the order on
Sunday, following an applica-
tion by the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACQC).

Hasina's daughter, Saima
Wazed, is currently serving
astheregional directorof the
World Health Organization
(South-East Asia Region).

According to a media re-
port, quoting court and ACC
sources, the commission had
requested the issuance of the
Interpol warrant, and the
court granted the request af-
ter a hearing.

On April 10, the court had
ordered arrest warrants
against Hasina and Wazed in
the same corruption case,

terror attack, saying that the Pa- :
kistani side has always been “res- :

olute in combating terrorismand
opposes actions that may lead to
“The Pakistani side :
is committed to managing the sit- :
uation in a mature manner and ;
maintain communication :
with China and the international :

escalation™.

will

community” said the readout.

lacked proof.

the water,” Zubair said.

On the Indian side, some par-
ticipants waved both Indianand :
Israeliflags. Dheerajquestioned :

the motives behind the Pakista-

ni protest: “Why are they even :
here protestinginfrontof theln- :
dia high commission?” Placards :
held by Indian supporters read :
“Hafiz Saeed Mastermind 26/117 :
and “Professionalism at the best :
sar tan se juda — Pakistan high :
commission hospitality” refer- :

encing a throat-slitting gesture

made Friday “They are shame-
lessly protesting and pretending :

to be victims,” said Gaurav.

Lalmohan Patnaik | tun

“They can't stop :
the water coming to us as they :
have no dams. They can't keep :

drug of a particular pharma com-
pany lor treatment unless it is
*hazardous, of substandard qual-
ity/brand, or restricted by govt.”
Justice Aditva Kumar Moha-
patra quashed criminal proceed-
ings against Dr Rabindra Kumar
Jena and observed, "If thissortof
proceeding is encouraged, no doc-
tor would endeavour to treat any

It quashed criminal proceedings
against a doctor who was accused of
compelling patients to buy expensive
drugs of some pharma companies

cluding drugs)available.”

On Dec12, 2017, S K Samal, DSP
of Cuttack vigilance cell, had ac-
cused Dr Jena of abusing his posi-

. ing a small protest organised by
Tender Notice British Pakistanis aimed at “re- mission in London’s Knights-
NIT No. 09/ G. /lIMis/Bpl.Z/2018 (Year 2025) Bhopal, Date 23-04-2025 jecting Indian propaganda” fol- bridge and throwing saffron
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5 | PWDRB_ | Betul | Road | House to Gram Imlikheda | 1st Call] 954.5% | are to be submitted Wheatish, Face: Long, Built: Medium, Wearing: Light Green
418476 1 Road. Leneth 5.00 Km. online only, Colour T- Shirt, Sky Blue Colour Jeans and Slipper in feet. Sincere
efforts have been made by the local police to trace out her but no
Total 338540 clue has come to light so far. Any person is having information or
The document can only be purchased online from the above website after making online clue about this missing Girl may kindly inform to the following.
payment. The last date & time for purchase of Document on line is Dated 07-05-2025 up
to (17:30.) Detailed NIT anil other details can be viewed on the above mentioned portal. Ph. No. 011-24368638, 24368641
Amendments to NIT, if any, would be published on website only, and not in newspaper, Website: http://cbi.nic.in
G-12072/25 Sd/- E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in S.H.O
g ———— Chief Engineer (Bhopal Zone) Fax No. 011-24368639 P.S Karawal Nagar, Delhi
===t OT o =6 arears e’ P.W.D. Bhopal Madhya Pradesh DPIS2T76/NE/2025 Ph No. 9205832616, 9971903074

patient fairly and fearlessly as per
the best treatment standards (in-

tion by showing undue favour to
pharma companies. He alleged Dr

3 NSCN(KYA)
militants killed
in gunfight

Guwahati: Threemilitantsof
proscribed NSCN (KYA) were
killed in an operation by secu-
rity forces in Arunachal Pra-
desh's Longding district bor-
dering Myvanmar on Sunday, a
defence spokesperson said, re-
ports Kangkan Kalital.
Army authorities said
the operation by Army and
Assam Rifles was mounted to
locate two construction
workers kidnapped late Fri-
day night from Longding's
Pangchao. One of the work-
ers was rescued, while a
search was on for the other.
The operation lasted sev-
eral hours and was on till late
Sunday evening, with more
forces being sent to the remote
site. Longding SP Dekio Gum-
ja confirmed the three mili-
tant casualties. Four automat-
ic weapons were also seized.

Doc can’t be held criminally responsible
for prescribing drug of particular co: HC

Jena violated Odisha State Treat-
ment Fund (OSTF). established by
the state govt to give respite to poor
patients seeking treatment for ter-
minal diseases like cancer and
chronic heart ailments, Instead of
prescribing a cheaper drug, he al-
legedly compelled patients to buy
expensive chemotherapy drugs,

Justice Mohapatra noted OSTF
guidelines do not restrict preserib-
ing expensive medicines, especial-
Iy when it is better and necessary
for treatment. Also, the guidelines
do not envisage that cheaper medi-
cine should be prescribed irrespec-
tive of the quality and result,
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‘Roche could’ve earned over 100 times  Aunt’s call from Singapore

what it cost for rare disease drug’

Rema.nagarajan
@timesofindia.com

)harma major Roche
I- may have earned over a

hundred times what ris-
diplam, a drug used to treat
spinal muscular atrophy
(SMA), should cost to bring
to market according to cal-
culations by public health
activists. After Roche de-
clined to share information
on the cost of clinical trials,
Knowledge Ecology Interna-
tional (KED), a US-based non-
profit working on accesstoaf-
fordable medicines, calculat-
ed the costs and pegged them
at about $50 million.

Roche earned $5.8 billion
from the sale of risdiplam in
the 2021-2024 period, about 115
times the calculated cost.

In response to the calcula-
tions sent to it by KEI, Roche
stated: “Only a small fraction
of projects make it ‘from
bench tobedside’ and we have
to absorb the cost of failing
projects as well, while your
calculation only addresses
successful development.
sSimilarly, our dedication to
innovation extends to the
continuous development of
next-generation therapie-
s—a commitment clearly re-

flected in our ongoing devel-
opment work of new treat-
ments in SMA.”

The three risdiplam trials
cited in US Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) and four
earlier clinical 1rials in-
volved 587 participants.

KEI estimated per patient
costof conductingthe trial by
combining several data
sources on the cost of con-
ducting clinical trials.

The US provides a tax
credit for qualifying clinical
trials for rare diseases. After
KEI applied the tax credit to
the trial cost, the net cost
ranged from $11 million to $25
million. Clinical trials typi-
cally constitute 60-70% of
drugdevelopment costs.

Roche was also awarded a
Rare Pediatric Disease Prior-

Roche earned 5$5.8 billion
from the sale of risdi-
plam in the 2021-2024
period, about 115 times
the calculated cos. Roche
was also awarded a

Rare Pediatric Disease
Priority Review

Voucher in April 2020

ity Review Voucher (PRV) in
Aug 2020. The PRV is an in-
centive designed to encour-
age development of drugs
and biologics for serious or
life-threatening diseases,

The PRV can be sold to
third parties. In 2020, the mar-
ket value of a PRV wasrough-
ly 5100 million, more than
the Roche outlayvs on trials,
pointed out KEL

since 2003, when it was es-
tablished, Spinal Muscular
Atrophy Foundation (SMAF)
has invested $100 million to de-
velop drugs for this condition.
Roche paid $30 million dollars
to get an exclusive worldwide
license to PT'C Therapeutics’
SMA programme, which PTC
had developed in collabora-
tion with SMAE

Roche’s costs of manufac-

turing the drug are not signif-
icant, with a vear of treat-
ment requiring less than 2
grams of risdiplam, which
can probably be manufac-
tured by Roche at less than
$50,000 per kilo, or $50 per
gram, estimated KEI.

In India, the ftreatment
with risdiplam typically
costs Rs 72 lakh per adult pa-
tient per vear which is unaf-
fordable for most.

According to Roche’s re-
sponse to TOL, as of Oct 2024,
of the 168 patients receiving
Roche’s treatment for SMA, 56
continued to be treated for free
under the company’s Compas-
sionate User Program (CUP),
53 were covered under various
govt policies — Central Gov-
ernment Health Scheme, De-
fence, Emplovee State Insur-
ance(ESI)and Railways —and
the remaining 59 purchased
the drug under Roche's Pa-
tient Access Program,
launched in 2021, “under
which Roche provides free bot-
tles of the treatment for every
bottle that is purchased”.

Cure SMA, a trust formed
by parents of children with
SMA, has 1,800 patients regis-
tered and the govt portal for
rare disease has 700 SMA pa-
tients registered.

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: A child's trauma
at being sexually abused by
herfather,amother’s initial
attempt to protect her with-
out reporting the crime, a
phone call from an aunt in
Singapore that led to the
ghastly secret inadvertent-
ly tumbling out, and a long,
bumpy road to justice.,
Seven vears of silence,
fear, doubt, blackmail and
legal complexities culmi-
nated recently in a Pocso
trial court verdict that sent
the convicted offender — a
Chennai builder — to 20
yvears in jail. The abuse had
started in April 2018, with
thefathertargeting histhen
five-year-old daughter on
the pretext of bathing her
When the child complained
to her mother about what
she was being subjected to,
it led to regular fights be-
tween husband and wife.
The child, already trau-
matised, further withdrew
into her shell when she saw
her parents gquarrel. The
abuse continued, but she
would no longer complain
lest the domestic situation
worsen. The mother pur-

- saves girl from dad

Seven years of
silence, fear,
doubt, blackmail

and legal
complexities
culminated
recently in a Pocso
trial court verdict
that sent the
convicted offender
to 20 years in jail

portedly saw in her daugh-
ter's eves what she couldn’t
express, so she sent the
child to a relative’s house in
Thiruvarur district, 300km
from Chennai.

The crime might have
been buried forever had the
survivor's maternal aunt
not called the relative's
house one day and asked to
speak to her niece.

During the conversa-
tion, the child confided in
her aunt that she was “final-
Iy happy” as she no longer
faced “torture”. Some prod-
ding led to the survivor nar-
rating her ordeal and nam-
ing her father as the culprit.

The aunt flew down to
Tamil Nadu within days
and took her niece to a hos-

pital, where medical tests
confirmed injuries indicat-
ing sexual abuse,

Based on the medical
findings, a Pocso case wasfil-
ed, and the father was arrest-
ed. In 2023, the girl's mother
moved Madras high court
and secured custody of her
daughter This coincided
with the trial eourt denving
bail to the father, citing his
daughter's testimony.

Over the next yvear, the
mother allegedly tutored
thechild toretract her state-
ments about being abused
by her father. Although the
court allowed the girl week-
ly wvisits to her aunt, her
motherretained custody,

At a hearing last week,
the survivor told the court
that no abuse of the kind
she had previously detailed
ever happened and that she
wished for her family to live
together. Despite the child
denyving she was abused,
Pocso court judge M Raja-
lakshmi relied on her origi-
nal statement — backed by
her medical report — to de-
liver the verdict the girl's
determined aunt and the
prosecution were waitingto
hear. The convict was also
fined Rs1lakh.

's abuse

Canadian man
held for hoax
bomb threat in
B'luru flight

Varanasi: Panic gripped Va-
ranasi airport on Saturday
night after a Canadian nation-
al aboard a Bengaluru-bound
IndiGo flight claimed he was
carrying a bomb just before
take-off, reports Rajeev
Dikshit. The aircraft was
swiftly moved to the airport’s
apron from the runway and
checked for several hours by
CISF and bomb disposal squad
(BDS) before being allowed to
depart on Sunday morning.
Yohanathan Nishanth
(23), a resident of Toronto,
was arrested by Phoolpur po-
lice. Inspector Pravin Kumar
said the man appeared to be
under the influence. Canada
high commission has been in-
formed about the incident.
DCP (Gomati Zone) Akash
Patel said no explosive materi-
al was found in the aircraft af-
ter intensive checking by BDS
and CISF personnel. Prelimi-
nary inguiry revealed Nish-
anth had shifted from his seat
while the aircraft was moving
to the runway When cabin
crew instructed him to return
to his seat, he got agitated and
claimed to have an explosive
in his bagzage, besides shout-
ingreligious slogans.
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ACB hands tied as Maha withholds
374 sanctions against employees

Swearing-inof TN
mantris scheduled for :
6pm today: Guv office

Compelling need for ending
 tax reforms in GST, says Jairam

Dengue vaccine ‘Odenga’ to
launch in India next year

p Continued fromP1

reinstated as minister soon after
coming outon bail.

Transport minister § § Sivasankar
has been given additional charge of the
electricity department, while dairy de-
velopment minister R S Rajakannappan
will handle the forest portfolio. This is
the third change in portfolio for Rajakan-
nappan, as he had been shifted from the
transport ministry to backward classes
and then to dairy department.

Former dairy development minister
T Manothangaraj, who was removed

- 1 “The latter got them back on being

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi; Congress on Sunday at-
tacked govt, alleging that “sharpen-
ing inequality” is now firmly embed-
ded in the nature of the country’s eco-
nomic growth. It also said there is a
“compelling need for tax reforms in
GST, ending brazen corporate favouri-

tism and providing income sup-
port for families and incentives
for household savings™.

World Bank has released
its poverty and equity brief

for India, and the reportraises |

several concerns even as the
Modi govt spins it to its bene-

trend in recent vears to reach ex-
tremely low levels, “This reflects the
success of India’s growth story —
which began with liberalisation in
June 1991 and which has since taken
a momentum of its own — and that
of several social welfare interven-
tions developed by Dr Manmohan
Singh's govt during 2004-14," he said.

The most important inter-
vention was MGNREGA,
which effectively set a floor on
the annual income for crores
| of families, acting as a safety
# net to keep them out of pover-
tv. and National Food Security
Act that provides the founda-

Rupali Mukherjee | Tnn

New Delhi: Japanese major Ta-
keda plans to launch its dengue
vaccine, Qdenga, in India next
vear, partnering with Hydera-
bad-based Biological E (BioE)to
align with the ‘Make-in-India’
initiative. Having recognised
dengue as a “global health chal-
lenge,” the over $23 bn company
will adopt a “tiered pricing mo-
del for its first global vaceine to
maximiseaccess”, Derek Walla-
ce, president, global vaceine bu-
siness unit, Takeda, told TOI in
anexclusive interview:

oing and on track”, with clini-
caltrialsunderway togenerate
local safety data. “We've alrea-
dy submitted a comprehensive
data package that supported
registration in 40 countries
and we anticipate the vaccine
will be licensed in India in
2026", he added.

“We plan to introduce the
vaccine in both private and
public sectors simultaneously.
The initial conversation aligns
with WHO guidelines for imp-
lementing public programs for
the pediatric population. Ho-
wever, we are introducing the

Mumbai: Maharashtra govt
has withheld 374 approvals
required by the Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACB) to proceed
with further inguiries and
prosecutions against govt
servants, revealed an RTI in-
formation given by the agen-
cy. reports Chittaranjan
Tembhekar. This delay has
halted probes across several
departments, raising gues-
tions regarding ACB's anti-
graft measures.

(Of the 374 sanctions under
Section 17A of the Prevention
of Corruption Act, over 99%,
1.e.,371approvalsfaced delays

of morethan120davs, leading
to speculation that this could
be a deliberate strategy to
shield tainted officials, the
RTI reply to activist Jeeten-
dra Ghadge suggests. These
sanctions are essential for
ACB to even begin prelimina-
v investigations against govt
officials, establishing a two-
tier sanctioning procedure.
Former Director General
of Police Praveen Dixit, who
was also chief of ACH, said,
“The provision of sanction in
such cases should be removed
as unjustifiably protects the
accused govt employee”.

tion for Pradhan Mantri Garib Ka-
lyan Anna Yojana, he said.

He said, “Lack of clarity and
transparency over prevalence of
poverty in India is a result of this
govit's confused and opagque policy-
making”. “Since the Rangarajan
Committee Reportsubmitted in 2014,
govt has not set any updated poverty
line,” Ramesh said.

The company, with focuson
oncology, rare diseases and
gastroenterology, negotiates
lower prices for centralised
govt procurement on a count-
ry-by-country basis, and a si-
milar strategy will be imple-
mented in India, he said.

Elaborating on the regula-
tory process, he said, it “is ong-

fit, Congress general secretary Jai-
ram Ramesh said. World Bank has
said, “Over the past decade, India
has significantly reduced poverty,
Extreme poverty defined aslivingon
less than $2.15 per day fell from 16.2%
in 2011-12 to 2.3% in 2022-23, lifting 171
million people above this line.”
Ramesh said as per calculations,
poverty has continued its downward

from the cabinet last vear, was re-induct-

ed into the cabinet without a portfolio. :
Mano Thangaraj is the other ministerto :
be brought back, Last vear, minorities
welfare minister § M Nasar returned to
the cabinet. The swearing-in ceremony
of the ministers-designate is scheduled
for 6pm Monday, Raj Bhavan said. Tamil
Nadu goes to pollsin a year. :

vaccine in the private sector
[ 2 11

for both pediatric and adult po- s%s_ NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORT CORPORATION LTD.
pulations™, Wallace added. ncric .22 (A JV ol Govt. of India and participating State Governmenis)
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enga is the company's
ﬁrq'{mgm’f}am, developed and | | BNe: OMIMSICOR-OF272 (1 TS NITIIITE Tende : 2025 NCRTC_ 233388
: : lﬂnlinﬂ Bids are invited for Construction of Steel Bridge including the supply

'['Ilﬂl‘l{.'E.‘tEd vaccine.Itisa t?trmﬁ' and fabrication of steel girder, installation of bearings, over Hindon Canal and
lent live-attenuated vaccine tar- feeder canal for fire tender movement at New Ashok Nagar for Delhi-
geting all four dengue seroty- Fﬁhgzgﬁjﬂlmgﬂ;“fs Ehbﬂfﬂ! mﬁﬂt TR T =

- e _ z or HEd WHSrmanon SUDSEqUaT addendu COFMgenaum (iFamy ), plaase visil
P?E' andhasatwo d:?ﬁe regimien NCRTC website www.nerte.in or CPP Portal www.etenders.gov.in/eprocurefapp from
with a three-month interval. 28.04.2025 to 29.05.2025 (1500 hrs) G al e
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ey NATIONAL BOARD OF EXAMINATIONS
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Srinagar: Former functionaries of the — = x d 2 '

proscribed Jamaat-e-Islami (Jel) Kash- g Nash New Delhi - 110029 C% SECTOR-15

e 1t T & Koo Juetes | |FOREIGN MEDICAL GRADUATE EXAMINATION(FMGE) - JUNE 2025 VRINDAVAN SUB CITY

and Development Front with a call to FETA T LUCKNOW, U.P.

“fill the gap between governance and the
orassroots”, reports Naseer Ganai.
Sayar Reshi, a senior Jel member
who contested J&K's first assembly
electionasalUTlastyearandran CPM's
MY Tarigamiclose in Kulgam, said the
new party would field candidates in all
future elections in the Valley In 2024
polls, he was among 10 Jamaat-backed
Independent candidates in the fray.

S  enee

National Board of Examinations in Medical Sciences (NBEMS)
shall conduct the FMGE - June 2025 on 26th July 2025.

The online applications are being invited from 28th April 2025
(03:00PM Onwards) to 17th May 2025(Till 11:55 PM) at NBEMS
website

REGISTRATION AMOUNT DEPOSIT PERIOD :- FROM 28.04.2025 TO 14.05.2025
DATE OF E-AUCTION:- 15.05.2025

g

People’s Conference MLA Sajad https://natboard.edu.in/viewnbeexam?exam=fmge Start-up Artificial Cyber o " D
Lone said the launch of a new party in n gt R — vt e Te?r:m Ergn::t;?ﬂ:r':ﬁ
J&K's political landscape should be cele- . _ Helpline Portal on applicant login page
brated. “The electoral arena should be Candidate Care Support: e ~ation Web Portal on NBEMS R
exhaustive and present all ideologies.,” +91-7996165333 SN HIICAGON ¥rek.y - Griel o1 G 0ol || B I
he said. Jel was banned in 2019 over its Website .- T 10 a3y o

1 3 it o
alleged links with militant outfits. - 5 s : i :: 5 :: -
" i BN @W mw Wi

e R ED BZ Bz EX
Hon. Balasaheb Thackeray Agribusiness and Rural Transformation (SMART) Project - ol i

E-TENDER NOTICE NO: 2025 DOA_1172780 _1 e i, A

PN
2 re for VANA o : T
42-year-old from Mumbai's implementing the World Bank funded SMART Project. - :
Bandrawas duped of Vasantrao Naik State Agricultural Extension Management Training Institute (VANAMATI), Nagpur l‘}.ﬂ;ﬁ‘iI ﬁ
EE‘ ;f;ﬁgggﬁ';"ﬁgf_:‘:;‘:ﬁ :'ﬂ%t is one of the Implementing Agencies under the project and invites online bids for the Supply and | [REESEEE. S L_ J"" _
left her iewelle.ry and gadgets Installation of IT Hardware and Software. For detailed information, terms & conditions, and bid : : T Rag ™
with the accused which he submission guidelines, please refer to the tender document available on hitps://mahatenders. FREEHOLD IT PLOTS IN CENTRE OF THE CITY WITH NO ENCUMBRANCES. |
vanished with. An FIR has been gov.in. The bid document is also available on the project website www.smart-mh.org in tender Cost of
registered. The accused, Yash, and procurement section, The last date for submission of online bid is 28/05/2025 up to 02.00 Property”
toldthe woman he was ooking PM. Any updates or notices shall be published on htips://mahatenders.gov.in only. 580.79 Cr. Approx*

forinvestors in his businesses. -
The woman had taken her Director, VANAMATI, Nagpur 337.62 Cr. Approx*

jewellery forinvestment.

Woman duped of 2L
by Snapchat friend

Hardware and S

: ...- :—_,d- == —--.'F“ ‘.

Reserve Price
(Per Sq.Mtr.)

68,376.00
68,376.00

Area of Property
(Sqm.)

15/ITP-02 (CORNER) 84,940.64
15/ITP-03 (CORNER) 49,378.32

* The price may vary as per the actual site area.”
* 50% of the Token amount must be paid at the time of Registration as Registration Amount & remaining 50% to be paid
within one week of bid approval / acceptance.

Salient Features

b IT City Located in well developed Vrindavan Yojna.

1 Excellent connectivity to Metro, Convention Center & Airport.
High-Speed Optical Fiber Internet Connectivity.

V1 24x7 Electricity Supply & Water supply.

i Gas Supply by Green Gas Ltd.

Adequate Storm Water & Sewage Management.

] Solid Waste Management by Lucknow Nagar Nigam.

] Eligible for benefits & subsidies as per applicable Industrial Policies.
International Airport, Lucknow International Convention Centre &
- 10 Min. | Exhibition Centre (32 Acre)

E EEEE::E? Railway Station

—== - 24 Min.

EXCELLENT CONNECTIVITY | Lucknow-Agra Expressway | | Lucknow-Kanpur Expressway | | Amar Shaeed Path & Raebareli Road |

Property No. Token Amount

58,07,90,120.00
33,76,29,200.83

DGIPR/2025-2026/377

TELANGANA FOODS: IDA: NACHARAM: HYDERABAD-50007TEG

Phone No, 27152207, 08 & 09
Tender Motification No. TFIGG/TenderRM1 517/Sugar/BG DallRPO/Maize &
Saltf2025-26, D.25,04.2025 L

SECTOR-15 VRINDAVAN SUB CITY, LUCKNOW
AREA = 1030233.16 sqm. 254.58 Acre

IMPARTIMG SEILLS IMPROVING LIVES

Telangana Foods invites e-Tenders (&) for procurement of Raw Matenals viz., 530 Gr.
Sugar 5500 MTs, Bengalgram Dall fagmark): 5500 MTs, RED-RPO: 2400 MTs, Maize: 400
kMTs & Refined lodised Salt: 50 MTs. {b) for supply of Manpower in various sactions
(Un- Skilled, Semi Skilled, Skilled & High Skilled per parson fper dan! production related works
anoutput (MTs¥ Hamalis (MT) basis ind uding Security Parsonnel}in Telangana Foods. For
details please visil website; hitps:tender.eprocurement, gow in and websiie: https: /7
tHoods telangana.gov.in. Bids can be downloaded from 28 04 2025 @ 5.00 prm onwards.

Sdi- Managlﬂ Diractor

Apparel Training & Design Centre

INDIA'S PREMIER INSTITUTE FOR FASHION & APPAREL TRAINING

! h""if' [
Approved by ; .j-"- _E _'#f_' @

Bafl imdia |'_|' A= =

DIPR R.Q. Mo, : 56-PPICL-AGENCY/ADVT//2025-26

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED ADMISSION OPEN

FOR JULY 2025

(A Government of India Undertaking)

1RATR0]
ADE3E £8 SOM
{113 AR

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

TENDER NOTICE NO.: KR/ICO/PR/Adpanel 2025
EMPANELMENT OF ADVERTISING AGENCIES

Applications are invited from INS Accredited Advertising Agencies for
Empaneliment on Koenkan Railway Corporation Limited. Application forms
along with eligibility criteria, terms and conditions can be obtained from
office of Chief Public Relations Officer, 57 Floor, Konkan Railway
Corporation Ltd. Belapur Bhavan, Plot No. 8, Sector-11, C.B.D. Belapur,
Mavi Mumbai 400614 on all working days between 10:00 hrs to 16:00 hrs.
up to 18" May, 2025 and upto 10:00 hrs on 19" May 2025. The forms
can also be downloaded from our website at www.konkanrailway.com
=< Department < Public Relations, Duration of Empanelment is for
two years. Applications along with relevant documents as prescribed in
the tender document in sealed cover must reach the above address on or
before 12:00 hrs. on 19" May, 2025, after which applications will not be
accepted. The Corporation shall not be responsible for any postal delay.
Date and Time of Opening of Application Form is 14:00 hrs. on 19"
May, 2025. Detailed information / instructions are available on Konkan
Railway Corporation Limited website www.konkanrailway.com =

Publi [ E
Department = Public Relations Chief Public Relations Officer/KRCL

SKILLING FOR SUCCESS

orLoua procamnes [
B

PROGRAMMES OFFERED
DEGREE PROGRAMMES (3 ¥rs.) DIPLOMA PROGRAMMES (1¥r.)

Chaudhary Charan Singh Adjacent to Proposed 10,000 Capacity

Medanta Hospital
& Lulu Mall

- 5 Min.

SGPGI
Lucknow

- 5 Min.

p BVoc in Apparel Ma nufacturing
& Entrepreneurship

p BVoc in Fashion Design & Retail

b Apparel Manufacturing
Technology(AMT)

p Fashion Design Technology(FDT)

*Above courses are available in 30 ATDC Centre's Pan India,

Last date to apply is 15th June 2025. . A ) . . —— .
If a single bid is received in E-auction for the given IT plots, it will be retained for 20 days.

Registrations will be re-opened for new bidders & the E-auction will be held again. The action plan will be as follows:-
Registration amount deposit period :- 16.05.2025 to 04.06.2025 | E-auction Date :- 05.06.2025

FOR MORE ENQUIRIES CONTACT : (TOLL FREE) 1800-180-53333 | ® 0522-2236803 () € ) O UPHousingBoard www.upavp.in

|
} INDUSTRY - ALIGMED COURSES ’-Iﬂﬂ% PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE E E-.

i
i o i

Apply Now: https://www.atdcindia.co.in

Admission Helpline: +91-8448444272

Sean to e giabes
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Eve on Pak, India flexes

muscle in Arabian Sea

Warships Fire
Missiles; Night
Sorties By IAF

Rajat.Pandit@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India is keeping
Pakistan on the edge by un-
dertaking major muscle-
flexing along the land and
maritime boundaries, with
the Army strongly respon-
ding to ceasefire violations
along the Line of Control,
the Navy conducting multi-
ple missile firings by war-
ships in the Arabian Sea and
theIAFflying long-rangeday
and night fighter sorties.

As Indian and Pakistani
troops exchanged small
arms fire along the 778-km
LoC forthe third consecutive
night, the Navy on Sunday
declared it had conducted
multiple firings of anti-ship
missiles to “revalidate and
demonstrate the readiness
of its platforms, systems and
crew for long-range preci-
sion offensive strikes”.

The ratcheting up of pres-
sure seems part of the strate-
gy to keep Pakistan unsettled
till decisive strikes can take
place in a cold, calculated
manner if the govt so decides
afterfactoring in therequisite

Jaishankar
raises Pahalgam
terror case with
UK counterpart

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: India’s efforts to
sensitise the international
community about Pakistan's
role in the Pahalgam attack
- continued

Sunday with
external af-
fairs minister
"1 S Jaishankar

taking up the
3 I.” Y™ cross-horder
terrorist attack with his UK
counterpart David Lammy
On X, Jaishankar said that he
underlined the importance of
zero-tolerance for terrorism
inthetalks.

As he leads India’s diploe-
matic response to the attack,
Jaishankar has stayed put in
India skipping participation
in the Brics foreign ministers’
meeting in Brazil.

As tensions soar with Pa-
kistan, uncertainty looms
over the proposed foreign vis-
its in the next few weeks of
other key plavers like NSA
Ajit Doval and defence minis-
ter Rajnath Singh.

Doval is also unlikely to
travel to Brazil later this week
for a Brics security meeting.
While Singh is supposed to
represent Indiaat the Russian
Victory Day parade in Mos-
cow on May 9, the proposed
visit hinges on how the situa-
tion evolves with Pakistan in
the next few days.

Govt has so far received
messages of condemnation of
the attack and solidarity from
close to 140 countries, with 16
world leaders expressing
those sentiments in phone
callsto PM Narendra Modi. P5
countries have all, including
China, condemned the attack.

Jaishankar's conversa-
tion with Lammy followed the
latter's strong condemnation
of the attack. Lammy had said
earlier he was appalled by the
“horrific and cowardly ter-
rorist attack on Kashmir”.

No nation has
100% foolproof
intelligence,
says Tharoor

Thiruvananthapuram: Con-
gress MP Shashi Tharoor on
Sunday said that Pahalgam
terror attack took place possi-
bly due to intel-
ligence failure
and compared
it to the Oct 7,
2023 strike by
terrorist orga-
nisation Ha-
mas which stunned Israel.

“Obviously, there was no
foolproof intelligence. There
was some failure. But we have
theexampleof [srael —regard-
ed as having the world's best in-
telligence services — which
was taken by surprise on Oct 7.
It seems to me, just as [srael is
waiting till the end of the war
before demanding accountabil-
ity similarly, we too should see
the present crisis through and
then hold govt to account.™

He pointed out the success-
ful thwarting of terror attacks
often goes unnoticed, while
failures are highlighted. an

At least four frontline destroyers and frigates have test-fired
BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles

escalation matrix without
crossing nuclear redlines.

In the Arabian Sea, at
least four frontline de-
stroyers and frigates have
test-fired BrahMos superson-
ic cruise missiles, whose
strike range has been extend-
ed to 450 km from the original
200 km, and other weapons
over the last few days.

With the Navy affirming
that it stands “combat ready,
credible and future-readyv”
to sateguard the nation’s in-
terests “anvtime, anvwhere,
anvhow” and releasing vid-
eos and photos of the firing
drills, the strategic messag-
Ing was quite clear.

The air-breathing Brah-
Mos, which fliesalmost three
times the speed of sound at
Mach 2.8, 15 the prime con-
ventional (non-nuclear) pre-
cision-strike weapon for the
armed forces.

While the Army has at le-
ast four BrahMos regiments,
the IAF has both land-based
batteries as well as 40 Suk-
hoi-30MEKIT fighter jets armed
with the sleeker air-to-ground
missile variants. They are
likely to come into play, along
with otherstand-off weapons,
when the Indian govt decides
toexercise the military option
of limited punitive strikes
against Pakistan, which
could range from concentrat-
od fire assaults without cross-
Ing the LoC to deeper preci-
sion strikes by fighter jets, as
reported by TOI earlier,

“Both PM Narendra Mo-
di and defence minister Raj-
nath Singh have made it
quite clear that there will
deadly retribution for not on-
ly the perpetrators of the Pa-
halgam massacre, but also
their masters pulling the
strings from behind the

scenes,” asenior officer said.

Along the LoC, the Army
said several Pakistan Army
postshad again “initiated un-
provoked firing” with small
arms like rifles and light ma-
chine guns at Indian posi-
tions in several areas, like
Tutmari Gali, Rampur, Uri,
Gurez and Sunderbani sec-
tors, late on Saturday night.

“Our troops responded in
double measure effectively
with appropriate small arms
fire, If Pakistan Army be-
gins using higher-calibre
weapons (artillery guns, an-
ti-tank guided missiles and
120mm mortars), we will also
open up with them,” a senior
officer told TOL.

“Heavy costs can certain-
1y be imposed on the Pakis-
tan Army for fuelling cross-
border terrorism. It was the
norm before the fresh under-
standing between the Indian
and Pakistan DGMOs in Feb
2021 to maintain peace. Our
dvhnamic response strategy
isfullv in place,” he added.

The IAF, too, is maintain-
ing a high state of operation-
al readiness. It has fully acti-
vated all air bases on the
western front, with fighter
jets undertaking regular
CAPs (combat air patrols)
and air defence missile sys-
tems geared towards shoot-
ing down aerial threats.

Forces blow up 3 more houses of
terrorists, total 9 homes razed

Naseer.Ganai
@timesofindia.com

Srinagar: Securityforcesin
Kashmir demolished three
more houses linked to active
terrorists overnight Satur-
day as part of an intensified
crackdown following the Pa-
halgam massacre on April
22 authorities said Sunday.
A total of nine homes have
been razed since Friday,

Unlike in other parts of
India, where bulldozers are
the preferred method for de-
molishing the homes of
criminals and crime sus-
pects., security foreces in
Kashmir have turned to dy-
namites and plastic explo-
sives to destroy houses link-
ed to terrorists.

Officials said the house

Amir Nazir Wani's house was
destroyed in Tral on Sunday

of Adnan Shafi, who joined
terrorist rankslast vear, was
destroyed with explosivesin
Wandina village of south-
ern Shopian district. In Pul-
wama district, security
forces blew up the house of
Amir Nazir, another active
terrorist. In northern Ban-
dipora district, the home of
Lashkar-e-Taiba operative

Jameel Ahmad Shergojri,
an active militant since 2016,
was demaolished.

On  Friday, security
forces blasted the homes of
Haris Ahmad of Kachipora,
Pulwama, active since 2023;
Shaid Ahmad Kutay of Cho-
tipora in Shopilan, who
joined terrorist ranks in
March 2023; and Pakistan-
based terrorist Farooq Teed-
wa. Officials said hundreds
of “overground workers”
(OGWSs) and their support-
ers, mostly in the four dis-
tricts of south Kashmir,
have been detained as part
of the sweeping operation.
Police said they detained
two “hardcore” OGWs — Ta-

hir Ahmad Kumar and Sha-
bir Ahmad Ganai — under
the stringent PSA.

Ensure innocent Kashmiris don’t
bear brunt of war on terror: Mufti

Naseer.Ganai
@timesofindia.com

Srinagar: Therequired war
on terrorism should not
make innocent Kashmiris
collateral damage, Jammu
and Kashmir CM Omar Ab-
dullah, PDP chief Mehboo-
ba Mufti, and People's Con-
ference chief Sajad Lone
have warned amid amassive
crackdown on terrorists, in-
cluding demolition of their
family homes, in the Pahal-
gam attack aftermath.
“Punish the guilty, show
them no mercy, but don’t let
innocent people become col-
lateral damage... There
must be a decisive fight
against terrorism and its
origins. The people of Kash-
mir have come out openly
against terrorism. It's time
to build on this support and
avoid anv misplaced action
that alienates people,” Omar
said. Earlier, National Con-

A security official keeps a vigil
at the Dal Lake on Sunday

ference MP Aga Syed Ruhul-
lah Mehdi alleged on X,
“Kashmir and Kashmiris
are being given collective
punishment.”

Mehbooba said the
Union govt should tread
carefully and avoid alienat-
ing innocent people while
acting against terrorists.
“There are reports of thou-
sands being arrested and
seores of houses of common
Kashmiris being demol-

ished along with those of
militants.” She urged the
Centre to direct the author-
ities to ensure that innocent
people are not made to bear
the brunt, as alienation aids
terrorists' poals of division
and fear. Lone said that us-
ing “collectiveness to define
criminality orterrorismisa
curse and will never allow
reconciliation and social in-
trospection.”

“The mass protests
against the Pahalgam kill-
ings were a rare occurrence,
afirstof itsKindinthelast78
vears., It showed a shift in
mindset — from a society in
which some significant sec-
tions may have accorded so-
cial sanctity to the concept
of violence, to a society
which marched in thou-
sands across villages and
towns condemning vio-
lence, thereby signifving the
social stigmatisation of vio-
lence,” he said.

BJP, media misquoted me on

‘war on terror, Pak’: Sidda

Unfortunate that Cong netas echoing
Pak leaders at such a juncture: BJP

New Delhi: BJP on Sunday hit out at Congress over Karnataka
CM Siddaramaiah’s "no need for war with Pakistan"” remark
and the statement of Karnataka minister R B Timmapur
disputing the account that terrorists identified the victims by

Bengaluru: Caught in the
crosshairs for allegedly say-
ingthat Indiadoesnotneeda
war with Pakistan to avenge
the Pahalgam attack,

Karnataka chief minis-
ter Siddaramaiah on Sun-
day accused BJP and the
media of misquoting him
with a sinister spin.

“I never said no to war
against terrorism and Pa-
kistan... What [ said was
that war should be the last
resort, and that war is not a
solution for everything.
These BJPians are fools and
are misguoting me. So is the
media,” hesaid.

Speaking in Bengaluru
at an event to celebrate the
completion of two vears of
his govt, the CM said, “If
forced and if war is neces-
sary, we know how to protect
our sovereignty. India has
proved this time and again.
Throughout our history, we
have protected our national
integrity and soversignty
and shall continue todosoin
the future as well.”

their faith before killing them,

"The entire country wants retaliation againstthose
responsible for terror attacks. PM Narendra Modi articulated
that feeling by vowing to pursue the attackers and their
masterminds till the ends of the earth. Itis so unfortunate that
leaders of Congress should be echoing Pakistan's leaders at
suchajuncture. Siddaramaiah ji has only repeated what the
foreign minister, defence minister and home minister of
Pakistan had said earlier. Why should therebe sucha
convergence of thoughts? Why Congress leaders have
suddenly become the darlings of Pakistan's media?" BJP
spokesperson Sudhanshu Trivedi said, demanding an
explanation fromthe Congress leadership. tun

He reiterated that India
is a land of Buddha, Basa-
vanna, Gandhi, and Ambed-
kar, and there is no room for
terrorism and unrest.

Earlier, state opposition
leader R Ashoka tagged the
CM to an alleged Pakistani
media house that carried
chif minister Siddara-

maiah'sremarksaspartof a
report on voices in India
against war with Pakistan.,

Calling him *“Pakistan
Ratna,” Ashoka went on to
ridicule the CM, saying In-
dia’s neighbour would give
him “Nishan-e-Pakistan,”
its highest civilian award,
for his“friendliness.”

‘Will chacha have to leave?’ Pak Hindus
in Rajasthan brace for another goodbye

Himanshi.Dhawan@timesofindia.com

he Hindus living in the border
areas of Rajasthan and in
Pakistan’'s Sindh region are
divided by a map, but their
connections go deep. Discrimination,
economic hardships and pressure to

convert often lead to them making the
cross-border trek to India, despite the

uncertainty of visas.

Most of them first take short-term
tourist visas and report to the Foreign-
ers Regional Registration Office (FRRO).
While here, they apply for a Long-Term
Visa (LTV) that allows them to settle in
the country on a more permanent basis.
While some people get a visa for two

vears, others may get several
extensions before they finally
get citizenship. This week’s
govt diktat has been a big
blow for those who have just
arrived in the country, and
have not even had a chance to
apply for a LTV.

So shattered is 25-vear-old
Radha Bhil that she has not
eaten in the last two days.
Sobs overcome her as she
tries to explain her situation.

In 2023, Radha, her husband and two

daughters who are from Pakistan's
Sanghar district in Sindh province,
received visas to travel to India. But
the happiness came with a caveat:
there were no visa papers for her two-
month-old baby boy. With a heavy
heart, Radha’s family made the jour-
ney to Jaisalmer in India, leaving the
child behind with his grandparents.
Over time, they received LTVs, her
husband got a job as a cabbie and the
older children started school.
mundane parts of life were inter-
spersed with calls to her parents who

were raising her son.

On April 4, along-cherished dream
came true when her parents and son
finally received permission to travel to
India. This was the first time she was
seeing him after two years. He didn't
recognise her, but she hugged him and
held him close. On April 23 evening,
her world came crashing down.

In the aftermath of the Pahalgam
massacre, the Indian govt announced a
slew of measures including ordering
Pakistani nationals who had visas un-
der the SAARC Visa Exemption Scheme
(SVES) to leave the country in 48 hours.
Among those unintended victims of a
stroke of a pen are people like Radha.

IN CHAOS: Uncertainty in border villages as short-term visa holders
told to leave. The family of Jethmal Singh (left), who came to India
after a four-year wait, says returning to Sindh is not an option

“T have not even hugged
him to my heart’s con-
tent. Last time, I had to
leave him in Sanghar out
of desperation. I will not let him go
again this time,” she says.

Hindu Singh, a social activist work-
ing in the community for several dec-
ades, says, “There has been so much
confusion and uncertainty since April
23. People from the community started
getting calls from the FRRO office ask-
ing them to pack their bags. A couple
of volunteers and I have been trying to
calm everyone down."”

“1 have appealed to the govt that it
should be clarified that Pakistani Hin-
dus who are a persecuted minority
should not be foreed out,” he adds. On
Thursday, there was clarification that
those who had been given LTV will not
be affected by the order but that has
done little to calm the storm as many
have relatives on short-term visas who
don’'t want to go back.

There is gloom in Dileep Singh
Sodha’s house. On April 17, his voung-

The

is the yvoung children, or my mother
have the same question: will Jethmal
chacha have to leave? T have just lied at
home and said the order has been re-
versed,” says Dileep. He adds that going
back to Pakistan is not an option for
his brother as he no longer feels safe
in Sindh. As per the 2023 census, Paki-
stani Hindus number 5.2 million, with
the highest concentration in Sindh.

21 members of my

family arrived earlier
this month. Now, officials have
told them to go back

Kishan Lal Bhil, jaisaimer

Kishan Lal Bhil, who works in a
ration shop in Jaisalmer, is in a similar
quandary as 21 members of his family
arrived in India earlier this month. The
family, still catching up after decades
apart, was woken up by calls from the
FRRO in the night. “My relatives arrived

est brother, 44-yvear-old Jethmal Singh,
had arrived from Sanghar after a four-
vear wait, two visa rejections and end-
less paperwork. Dileep’s house in
Jaisalmer city was filled with love and
laughter as his mother and three
brothers sat together to share a meal.
But now, uncertainty fills the air.
“Everyone in the house whether it

just a couple of weeks ago and now, offi-
cials have told them to go™ he says.

Recent reports of religious conver-
sions in Sindh have hardened every-
one's stand to brazen it out here rather
than go back. Hindu Singh says, “They
are persecuted in Pakistan. Their
home, family, life 1s here. Going back
is not an option.”

Singer slapped
with sedition
case for remark
on Pahalgam

Lucknow: An FIR was lodged
against folk singer Neha Singh
Rathore at Hazratganj police
station for allegedly making ob-
jectionable remarks on social
media regarding the recent ter-
rorist attack in Pahalgam, re-
ports Pathikrit Chakrabortyv.
Rathore, known for her folk
songs and political commen-
tary allegedly used her X han-
dle (@NehaSinghRathore) to
post videos and statements
questioning the deaths of the
innocent victims in the Pahal-
gam attack. The posis report-
edly made provocative state-
ments that challenged the
sanctity of the victims’ deaths,
inciting division along reli-
oiouslines, saysthe complaint.
The FIR, filed by poet Abhay
Pratap Singh alias Abhay Singh
‘Nirbhik’, alleges that Rathore's
remarks were not only inappro-
priate but also anti-national.
The complaint alleges that her
statements went viral in Pakis-
tan, where they were praised by
individuals and media outlets
who viewed her comments as
critical of India. Rathore’'s posts
are reportedly being used by Pa-
kistani media to fuel negative
narratives against India.

K’taka min calls
Pahalgam
widow’s claim
‘mental fog’

Bagalkot: A day after dismis-
singas‘mentalfog’'aPahalgam
attack widow's evewitness ac-
count of terrorists asking her
husband’s religion before
shooting him dead, Karnataka
excise minister RB Timmapur
made a dramatic U-turn on
Sunday. “It's claimed that ter-
rorists checked the religion of
their victims. If it is true, how
could a Muslim person also die
in the attack? It's just BJP’s
conspiracy of politicising
deaths,” Timmapur told re-
porters on Saturday,

When pointed out that Pal-
lavi, wife of victim Manjunath
Rao from Shivamogga, had
said that her husband was
asked his religion before he
was shot dead, Timmapur had
said, “She might not have been
in the best frame of mind when
she said that”. He had claimed
that there was “no proper in-
formation” on whether terror-
ists singled out Hindus during
the attack. mw

‘VISA DEADLINE’ DILEMMA

Confusion over
pregnant Pak
woman’s return

Gurdaspur: Confusion per-
sists over whether a Pakistani
Christian woman, married to
a Punjab native and six-
months pregnant, has return-
ed home, reports Yuadhvir Ra-
na. Maria Bibi and Sonu Ma-
sih were last seen in a Gurdas-
pur hospital on Saturday, a
day before the deadline for Pa-
kistanis visiting India on
short-term visas expired.

Maria’s case has drawn at-
tention due to her pregnancy
and love marriage with Sonu
of Gurdaspur.

There is no official confir-
mationon Maria's visa status,
nor whether she had crossed
Attari-Wagah border before
its closure on Sunday. Sonu’'s
whereabouts are also not
known. Magbool Ahmad, aso-
cial activist in Gurdaspur’s
Qadian, said late Saturday
that Maria had been admitted
to Gurdaspur civil hospital
for treatment, after which the
couple had not been seen,

Maria Bibi was asked by
the authorities to return to
Pakistan even as she main-
tained that her application for
a long-term visa (LTV) was
under process.

‘Shoot us, but
don’t throw us
out of India’

Balasore: “If we have done
anvthing wrong, let the govt
shoot us. But don't throw us
out of the country,” pleaded
72-year-old Rezia Sultana of
Soro town in Odisha’s Bala-
sore district, who has lived in
India since she was four,

She is one of the many Pa-
kistani nationals who have
been served notice to leave In-
dia in the aftermath of the ter-
ror attack at Pahalgam, re-
poris Kishan Sahu.

To make matters worse,
Rezia is battling kidney-relat-
ed issues and has a critical
medical appointment in Bhu-
baneswar on May 10.

Her family has appealed to
thegovt toreconsiderthedeci-
sion and withdraw the depor-
tation notice.

Rezia's father, Haider Ali,
originally from Bihar, had mi-
orated after Partition to Ban-
oladesh and later Pakistan,
whereshe was born in 1953.

Four years later, Haider re-
turned to India. Since then,
Hezia has built her life in this
country, marrying Sheikh
Samsuddin of Soroand giving
birth to two sons. Her hus-
band passed away in 2023.

Shinde, CM differ on
‘missing’ Pakistanis

Alim.Shaikh@timesofindia.com

Pune: Hours after Maharash-
tra chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis Sunday termed as
‘baseless’ reports that the
state govt was unable to trace
107 Pakistani nationals, his
deputy Eknath Shinde con-
tradicted him, warning the
‘missing’ Pakistanis to re-
turn to their country,

Speaking to reporters af-
ter attending an event in
Pune, Fadnavis urged people
to refrain from sharing mis-
leading information.

“Reports of 107 Pakistani
citizens reported missing are
making the rounds. As the
state’s home minister, [ want
tomake it clear that no Pakis-
tani national is untraceable
in the state, Every individual
was traced, and we made ar-
rangements to send them
back. None of them will re-
main here. Their departure
procedure will be completed
by Monday morning,” Maha
CM Fadnavis said.

However, speakingataral-

Maharashtra CM Fadnavis terms
‘baseless’ reports that the

state govt was unable to

trace 107 Pakistani nationals

Iy in Buldhana, Shinde said:
“(PM) Modiji and (Union
home minister) Amit Shah
both asked Pakistani citizens
to leave our country, and it 1s
an order which every Indian
wanted from their hearts.
There are 107 Pakistani citi-
Zens missing in Maharash-
tra. [ warn them to return to
their country, Otherwise, po-
lice will track them down.
Peopleareangry.”

Relief for Pak
Ahmadiya
brides in Pjb

Gurdaspur: Pakistani Ah-
madivya brides living in their
matrimonial homes in Pun-
jab’s Qadian town have
breathed a sigh of relief after
Union home ministry clar-
ified that visa cancellations in
the Pahalgam aftermath
would not apply to long-term
visas (LTVs), reports Yudh-
vir Rana.

“No new visa will be is-
sued, except for diplomatic,
official, and LTV categories,
which remain valid,” says the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) memorandum issued
on Friday.

The elarification came af-
ter a wave of anxiety swept
through &@adian, internation-
al headqguarters of Ahmadiy-
yvas in Gurdaspur district,
where more than a dozen Pa-
kistani-origin brides reside,

“These women were in
complete shock,” said Chaud-
hary Magbool Ahmad, a so-
cial activist and Qadian resi-
dent who is also married to a
Pakistani woman.

“Fordays, they feared they
would be expelled, even
though their families, lives,
and futures are here,”

Communal
clash over
Pak flags on
Mumbai road

Mumbai: A communal clash
broke out over flags of Pakis-
tan, Bangladeshand Palestine
being put up on a road in San-
tacruz East on Saturday
night, resulting intwo tothree
persons sustaining injuries.
Seven persons have been ar-
rested, police said.

Police said the clash broke
out between members of two
communities on Nehru Road
after the evening aarti. They
said a mob of 25-30 persons
was involved. Vakola police
reached the spot and brought
the situation under control.

An FIR was registered and
senior police officers visited
those who were affected. Offi-
cers are now viewing CCTV
camera footage to identifv ac-
cused persons,

“The FIR has been regis-
tered suo motu by police,
Charges applied are under
various sections of Bharativa
Nyaya Sanhita,” said a senior
police official. tww
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NEET-UG set for May 4 amid  Anory with her
steps to foil any malpractice

To Be Held At
5,500 Centres
In 571 Cities

and state govt schools, accord-
ingto NTA officials.
Meanwhile, the datesh-
eet for CUET-UG 2025, sched-
uled to commence on May 8,
remains pending.
Following paperleak alle-

marriage, x-Sl
~ shoots daughter

Nashik: A former sub-inspec-
tor with Central Reserve Po-
lice Force (CRPF) shot his
daughter dead and critically
injured her husband on Satur-
day at a relative’s pre-wedding
ceremony in Jalgaon, Maha-

Away in China for a week, CJI to
resume today, set for a hectic spell

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In a first in the
history of Supreme Court,
an incumbent CJI did not at-
tend to judicial work for a

AN

April 21, the CJI had left for
China for the SCO confer-
ence, He will resume work
on Monday and will have a
hectic spell before May 13
when he isdue to retire.
Before retirement, he

BJP sacks Raj’s
ex-MLA over
‘purify’ ritual row

Jaipur:
sacked

former

BJP on

sunday

Rajasthan

MLA Gvandev Ahuja. arepeat
offender who had embar-
rassed the party on more than
one occasion, reports Shoeb

Khan.

This included an in-

Manash.Gohain gations and widespread rashtra, reports Santosh So- week to participate in a con- has two important tasks. stance on April 7 when Ahuja
@timesofindia.com complaints that marred nawane. Police said Kiran Ar- ference abroad and will re- The first is to decide the “purified” a temple in Alwar
NEET-UG 2024 , NTA has jun Mangle (48) was angry sume work on Monday. prayer for stay of certain after Tikaram Jully, leader of

New Delhi: National Testing
Agency (NTA) will conduct
NEET (Undergraduate) 2025
on Sunday at around 5,500 ex-
am centres across India and
abroad, marking a sharp in-
crease from last vear's 4,750
centres spread over 571 cities.
This year, the test will be held
across 552 cities in India and
14 international locations.
Monitored by the educa-
tion ministry, 180 central in-
stitutions have been entrust-
ed to verify the preparedness
of the centres. In some states,
such as Assam, following are-

180 central institutions have
been entrusted to verify the
preparedness of the centres

quest from CM Himanta Bis-
wa Sarma, all centres are lo-
cated in govt-run institutions.

Candidates have been al-
lotted centres based primar-
ily on theirfirst-choice prefer-
ences, leading toexpansion in
several cities. Nearly 90% of
the centers are located in
govt-run institutions, includ-
ing Kendriya Vidvalayas, Ja-
wahar Navodava Vidvalayas,

formed state-level and dis-
trict-level committees to
oversee logistics and securi-
ty. According to NTA sourc-
es, district magistrates
(DMs), superintendents of
police (SPs), and senior local
officials were consulted be-
fore finalising exam centers.
They, along with district co-
ordinators, will jointly su-
pervise arrangements to en-
sure seamless conduct.

NTA has also launched a
dedicated portal for report-
ing suspicious activities re-
lated to NEET-UG 2025.

with her daughter’s marriage.

Last yvear, Trupti (24), an
MBBS graduate, married
Avinash Wagh (28), a class 12
pass-out who works as a help-
er with a Pune-based private
company and earns about
Rs12,000a month.

Around 10.15pm, Mangle
fired three rounds from his li-
censed pistol in full view of
guests, “Trupti died on the spot
while Avinash received two
eunshot wounds to his back
and hand. On Sunday, he was
moved to a hospital in Pune,”
SP Maheswar Reddy told TOIL.

CJI Sanjiv Khanna left
for China on Monday last
week to attend the confer-
enceof Chief Justicesof Su-
preme Courts of Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) countries being held
in Hangzhou. Several CJls
told TOI that they would at-
tend the SCO conference on-
Iy when the court was on va-
cation. If such conferences
clashed with the working of
SC, then a senior judge was
assigned to attend it, they
gsaid. Even when India host-
ed the SCO CJs conference

SC had a five-day holiday from
April 10 to 14, during which CJI
Khanna had vacationed in Port Blair

in 2023, the then CJI did not
not miss judicial work in the
courtroom even foraday.

SC had a five-day holiday
from April 10 to 14, during
which the CJI had vaca-
tioned in Port Blair. He held
court from April15to17. The
court was closed on April 18
because of Good Friday and
then the weekend followed.
When the court reopened on

provisions of the Waqgf
(Amendment) Act sought by
more than 150 Muslim pet-
itioners but opposed by the
Centre. The second is to de-
cide on the course of action
— whether to direct lodging
of FIR or close the case —
against Justice Yashwant
Varma from whose official
residence in Delhi a huge
pile of cash was found on the
night of March14.

On March 22, the CJI had
appointed a three-member
judicial panel to inquire into
the incident.

opposition and Congress’ Da-
lit face in the state, visited it.
Ahuja's actions in Alwar
had triggered widespread out-
rage and left the governing BJP
While he was sus-
pended days later and served a
show-cause, his expulsion by
BJFP's disciplinary committee
came on the eve of a Jaipur ral-
Iv by Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge. Both Kharge
and Jully would have likely
seized on Ahuja’s deeds and

red-faced.

pointed to

fory practices”

BJP’s

Constitution™ rally.

“discrimina-
at “Save the

HIGH COURT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR AND LADAKH HIGH COURT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR AND LADAKH

Cancer
pﬁtiEl‘l’t shoots Subject - Advertisament Notification for appointment of President in the District Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission - regarding. Subject - Advertisement Notification for Appointment of Member (Female) in the District Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission-regarding.
self in Kolkata Advertisement No. ;- 03 of 2025/RR dated 25.04.2025 Advertisement No. :- 05 of 2025/RR dated 25.04.2025
ﬁE--:-.rear-nId Last date for acceptance of Applications - 15.05.2025 Last date for acceptance of Applications - 15,05.2025
: Total Vacancies of President : 06 (Six) @ one in each District Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission - Doda, Srinagar, Anantnag, Baramulla, Total Vacancies of Member (Female) : 04 {Four) @ one in each District Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission - Anantnag, Kupwara, Udhampur &
construction Budgam & Kupwara, Jammu. .

hu5|n355mar| 1 ; gua""taﬂnn L {Hﬂtﬂ‘ : gﬂ!l{ﬁm.ﬁﬂﬂﬁldﬂtﬂiﬂmpf!}-
anﬂ_ cancer The applicant should be a person who is. or has been, oris qualified to be a District Judge. 1. MM""E:
patient from 3 i Hication :- The applicant should -
Kolkata shot The applicant shall be dizgualified for appointment as a President, if he/sha - ']' NOLDE lads than SByeRre afage on e I:Iate.cnl ”Dm'cm'ﬂf “f tha adverBsament
himself dead i}  hasbeen convicted and sentenced to imprisonment for an offence which involves moral urpitude; or '_!_:'} EDEE‘EE d ;3‘3;:?:”"_'5?99_:99 :;mq d rzf:ﬂﬂ“'z‘:'i: niversity ; — §orefessional _ ot s than 10 e At

- : iii e parson of ability, integrity and standing, an ving special knowledge and professional experience of not less than 10 years in Consumer Affairs,
Sgtqrday with "] !sadjudged ta h_E' insoivent, or Law, Public Affairs, Administration, Economics, Commerce, Industries, Finance, Management, Engineering, Technology, Public Health or Medicine.
his licensed iy isofunsound mind and stands so declared by a competent court; or 2 Dizaualification :-
ﬁrﬂ?tl'ﬂ'l Gl’f‘lr‘!li!'lE i) Eanavgfr?; fnﬁ:w or disrmissead from service of the State Government or the Central Government or a body corporate owned or controlled by such The applicant shall be disqiiaified for appoiitment as @ Merber, Ifshe -
rooTtop ot nis ' , ; i o : :
home at v} has, in the opinion of the State Government, such financial or other interest as is likely to affect prejudicially the discharge by hisher of hisher 'I};u :f:d?j:mu:ﬁ:;?iﬁn;?”md o ETpE0OMe or analance WINENIolues o rpide or

functions as a President. ' '

Kolkata's 3. Terms & Conditions :- i} isof unsound mind and stands so declared by & competent court; or
Phumihagan. i} The appointment shall be made under the provisions of the ‘Consumer Protection Act, 2019' and the 'Consumer Protection (Qualification for iv) réias beean r&qmuad or dismiszed from service of the State Government or the Central Government or a body corporate owned or controlled by such
Before hisdeath, appointment, method of recruitment, procedure of appointment, term of office, resignation and remaoval of the President and members of the State Eoarerant on _ _ i g : :
JayantaSaha Commission and District Commission) Rules, 2020° as amended from time to time and subject to outcome of civil Appeal (SLP (Civil) No. 25612 v} has, inthe cpinion of the State Government, such financial or other interest as is likely to affect prejudicially the discharge by her of her funcbions as a
recorded a video of 2023; Ganesh kumar Rajeshwarrao Selukar & Ors. Vs Mahendra Bhaskar Limaye & Ors. & connected matters) pending for mamber.
on his phone consideration of Hon'ble Suprame Court. 3. Terms & Conditions :-

l.] i) The appointment is subject to submission of an undertaking by the candidate that he/she does not and will not have any such financial or other i}y The appointment shall be made under the provisions of the "Consumer Protection Act, 2019 and the "Consumer Protection (Qualification for
declaringno PHE interest as are likely to affect prejudicially hisfher functions as President of the District Commission, appnin_tm&nt, mathod 4_:.|’ rec:ruilr‘naqt, procedure of appointment, term arnﬁim,lramgnaunn;nd ramoval of tha IF"Irﬂsidenl and men:lt:lers af tha Stata
was responsible iii) The President shall receive salary and allowances and their terms and conditions of services shall be as per the rules notified by the Govemment Commission and District Commission) Rules, 2020' as amended from lime to time and subject to outcome of civil Appeal (SLP (Civil) No. 25612 of
for his death. in this regard. 2023; Ganesh Kumar Rajeshwarrao Selukar & Ors. Vs Mahendra Bhaskar Limaye & Ors. & connected matters) pending for consideration of

i 8 , ) , Hon'ble Supreme Gourt.

The Prasident of a District Commission shall hold Office for a term of four years or uplo the age of 65 years whichever is eadiar. , : ; , . , _ _

Police said ) c : ! f a Presid : i Ih I be subiact ! R ; y Hificata F: Physi gl : y e ; E_r I‘l - ' Chiaf Madical i)  The appaintment is subjact to submission of an undertaking by the candidate that sha does not and will not have any such financial or other interes!
Sahawas deeply v) n?w "*;pﬁ'_l?::r"gﬂmg A II'I:[&E et shall e EWDIBCt To SUhmiss)| on of & cariiicatl o oK MNess sigh ¥ LAV CLERan OF LANSE e dica as are likely to affect prejudicially her functions as Member of the District Commission.
depressed after i UL . T i} The Member shall receive salary and allowances and their terms and conditions of services shall be as per the rules notified by the Government in
losing his wifein 4. Declaration of Financial and Other Interests - A President before entering upon hisiher office shall declare her assets and liabilities. this regard.
March. “It seems 5 ﬂ_adth of Office and Secrecy - Every person appointed as President before entering upon hisher office shall take an oath of office and secrecy in Form | iv) The Member of a District Commission shall hold Office for a term of four years or upto the age of 65 years whichever is earlier.
HETS{]HEI grief ang i ) ) i ) ) - ) ) v)  Ewvery appointment of a Member shall be subject to submission of a certificate of Physical fitness signed by a Civil Surgeon or Chief Medical Officer to

dill d 6. No T A/DA is admissiblae for attending any test or interview in this connaction, if conducted by the Selaction Committesa. her madical fitness
and liness drove p ; : : ; % e
himtothe £ Erocedure of Appointment ; _ _ 4, Declaration of Financial and Other Interests - AMember before enterning upon her office shall declare her azssets and liabilities.
ot <t The appointment of President of the District Commission shall be made on the basis of the performance in written Tﬁ_ﬁt consisting of two papers of 100 [ |5, Oath of Office and Secrecy - Every person appointed as Member bafore entering upon her office shall take an oath of office and secrecy in Form land |1,
CXUCANE SUeh, L L ra_a-::h And 30 Marks Tore Vazvoce; The Wit iast canslsh L chivm papere Wil bask par e Tollowing sclismes » . 6. Mo TA/DA - is admissible for attending any test or interview in this connection, if conducted by the Selection Committee.
However, we Paper Topics . Na?ure of Test | Max Marks | Duration T Procedure of Appointmant :
have starteda Paper- tg}ﬁenﬂaéﬂm;gdgﬁ_ﬂq Gurlr;avr'él_aﬂa:ra Objective type 100 2hours The appointment of Members of the District Commission shall be made on the basis of the performance in written test consisting of two papers of 100
case of (b} Knowledge of Constitution of india ; marks each and 50 marks for viva-voce, The written test consisting of two papers will be as per the following schemes ;-
(e) Knowledge of various Consumers related Laws as indicated in the Schadule,
unnatural death Paper-ll | a)0One essay on topics chosen fromissues on trade and commerce consumer related issues or Public | Descriptive type 100 3 hours Dapee L Ttinn of Taok | M Saris | Durabion
and sent the e Affairs FERE ¥ i Paper-l | (a)General Knowladge and Current affairs Objectivetype | 100 2 hours
: - e : : (b} Knowledge of Constitution of India
bnﬁ:ﬂf]{]l;t m"a Th i FD}DHZ:::.SE stu:ynfa m: S:r;n a;ﬂcase mr:EugiEE at::mllrabiﬂf s i a:;;}mga: ot UL (c) Knowledge of varous Consumers related Laws as indicated in the Schedule.
Egﬁiur';uﬁl!:e‘ e-qualifying marks ineach papecenall ke 0 per cent an s EEﬁEETJT.E TG Paper-ll | a)One essay onlopics chosen from issues on trade and commerce consumer related issuss or Public Descriptive 100 3 hours
Affairs. tvpe

officer said. tun [See rule 6(9)) (k) One case study of a consumer case fnrlastlng the abilities of analysis and cogent draﬁmg of orders

_______________ 1. The Consumer Protection Act, 2019 (35 of 2019) The qualifying marks in each paper shall be 50 per cant and there shall be viva-voce of 50 marks.
2.  ThelLegal Metrology Act, 2009 (1 of 2010) SCHEDULE

MEBBS St!ld'Eﬂt 3. The Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016 (11 of 2016) [See rule B{9]]
kills self at 4.  The Competition Act, 2002 (12 of 2003) 1.  The Consumer Protection Act, 2019 {350f2019)
GMC Jammu 5. TheFood Safety and Standards Act, 2006 (34 of 2006) 2. Thelegal Metrology Act, 2008 (1 0f 2010)

second year 6. TheDrugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 (23 of 1940) 3. TheBureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016 {11 of 2016)

MEBES 7. The Sale of Goods Act, 1930 (3 of 1930) 4, The Competition Act, 2002 (12 of 2003)
student died by 8. TheReal Estate (Regulation and Development) Act, 2016 (16 of 2016) 5. TheFood Safety and Standards Act, 2006 (34 of 2006)
suicide in his g, The Electricity Act, 2003 {36 of 2003) &. The Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 (23 of 1940)
hostel room at 10. Thelnsurance Act, 1938 (4 of 1938) 7. The Sale of Goods Act, 1830 (3 of 1830)
Govt Medical 8. ImportantInstructions Before Applyin 8.  TheReal Estate (Regulation and Development) Act, 2016 (16 of 2016)
Coll : a) Applications are accordingly invited in the attached form from the desirous candidate which shall be submitied only digitally through an e-mail by 9. TheElectricity Act, 2003 (36 of 2003)

olegeiIn attaching the duly filled application form in PDF format at the given e-mail address - 10.  Thelnsurance Act, 1938 (4 of 1936)
Jammu Sunday. "recruitmentcell99@yahoo.com” 8.  Important Instructions Before Applying :-
The hﬂy’ b) The Registrar Recrultment shall duly acknowledge the receipt of every application through a retum mail. a) Appllc_atlang ara accﬁrdlﬁgl_y In_u'iled in the attached form {mr_n the deaatn:rug candidate which shall ba submitted only digitally through an e-mail by
belonged to R i ! : _ _ ) attaching the duly filled application form in PDF format at the given e-mail address -
= c) Applications incomplete or lacking in any details as asked for and those received after the cut-off date will be rejected, summarily. Any i icall o

Mendharin qualification/experience acquired after last date of receipl/submission of online Application Forms |.e., 15.05.2025 shall not be taken into account for . —recrulbmentcsiigoayahon.com”
Jammu and any purpose. b) The Registrar Recruitmeant shall duly acknowledge the receipl of every application through a return mail.
Kashmir’s d) Afeeof Rs. 1000/- (One Thousand only) per application has to be deposited in the Account Number (04060102000008486) operating in the name of c) Applications incomplete or lacking in any details as asked for and those received after the cul-off dale will be rejected, summarily. Any
Poonch district "Registrar Recruitment (Secretary to the Selection Committee)”, in the shape of a Demand Draft (DD). The receipt of Demand Draft shall be the gqualification/experience acquired after last date of receipt/'submission of onling Application Forms i.e., 15.05.2025 shall not be taken into account for

FalakSaya d‘ only enclosure to be attached with the duly filled application form in FDF. The Fee deposited shall be non-refundable. any purpose.

It is clarified that multipl lications have to be submitted in case dirlat tgt Iy for multiole District Commissions. Feai d) Afee of Rs. 1000/~ {One Thousand only} per application has to be deposited in the Account Number "Registrar Recruitment (Secretary to the
Khan (22) was ® bgﬁs:ig:-,;uad fjr Eﬁzgﬂﬁﬁgﬁimns BVt o eubimithed 10 e @ Gan it Wanta 30 Aol for oulipl Cvesrict CommiBmond. SApecan Eae i1 Selection Committee)”, in the shape of a Demand Draft (DD). The receipt of Demand Draft shall be the only enclosure to be attached with the duly
1 : filled ication formin PDF. The F [ hail -refundable.

found hanglljg f) Candidates are not required o submit any document along with the Application Form, except for the receipt of Demand Draft. Original documents/ A ni e b i UOpEATI A t.m e i o o & i :
fromthe ceiling testimonials will be seen only when specifically callad for Viva by the Selection Commitlee, at a later stage. ) :Jizﬁnmﬁmhﬂasggﬂltp:;z!;ﬁnp#mahnm have to be submitted in case a candidate wants to apply for multipte District Commissions. Separate Feeistobe
fanwitha g) Searving (In-service) candidates should apply through proper channel viz the concermed Head of Department. In the event of failure of the candidate g W_lgl_l_-_. i ith R E f - (D 4 Draft. OFf d /
hedsheet at to route the application through proper channel, hissher eligibility shall be assessed as if he/she is notan in-service candidate. B % 2 Ep;ci ool oy 3,:?5‘;}: P ooy tind :;:gr:ceml Ar LRmEnG Sl SgnaEIckioema
around 1|JI‘TI. h) Fg;ﬂaﬂgﬂgﬁ;ﬁrfgsg dﬁgﬂﬂ?;?&ﬁ;rﬁgrﬁﬁég?;iﬁﬂg::g!ﬂ?g gftﬁn;gt?ég;ﬁ%ﬂﬂgné EE;:'?:::%mumﬁs;gﬂgglg:n;gﬁr:u?&ﬁgg gl Serving {In-sarvice) candidates should apply through proper channel viz the concernied Head of Departmeant. In the evant of failure of the candidate 1o
police said. The S.0. 355 dated 18.10.2021 ' route the application through proper channel, her eligibility shall be assessed as if she is nol an in-service candidate.
bodv has been ; ril P . i i ; - , . , h) The salary and other terms and conditions of service of candidate will be governed by the provisions of the Jammu & Kashmir Consumer Protection

¥ ) Thadate of axamination & subsequent viva-vace shall be nolifiad separately, regarding which publiclty shall be given through print, slactronic media (Salary, Allowances & Conditions of Service of President and Members of the State Commission & District Commission) Rules, 2021 notified vide 5.0,
sent for and official website https./'www.jkhighcourt.nic.in of the High Court of J&K and Ladakh. 155 dated 18.10.2021
pnﬁt mortem. 9. The 5"?;&““"-‘".1 %ﬂmm ittee reserves the right to cancel the advertisement at any time without assigning any reason(s) or issue any clarification atany later i} The date of examination & subsequent viva-voce shall be notified separately, regarding which publicity shall be given throwgh print, electronic media

College it abiat ol _ _ and official website https:/fwww.jkhighcourt.nic.in of the High Court of JAK and Ladakh.
principal Dr Reé?:tt::f;;?ﬁgman i 8. The Selection Commitlee reserves the right to cancel the advertisement al any time without assigning any reason(s) or issue any clarification at any later
Ashutosh Gupta stage, W soqured,

Mo. 22672-91/RR Dated :-25.04.2025

(Satinder Singh)
Registrar Recruitment

Dated ;-25.04,2025

said police have

registered a HIGH COURT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR AND LADAKH

No.22712-31/RR

case and Advertisement No, :- 03 of 2025/RR dated 25.04.2025 AN BBl ok sl R AR R AR A AR
investigation APPLICATION FORM FOR THE POST OF PRESIDENT, DISTRICT CONSUMER DISPUTES REDRESSAL :
has been COMMISSION (DISTRICT COMMISSION) Advertisement No.:- 05 of 2025/RR dated 25.04.2025
Initiated. T 1. Nameofthe District for which applying - APPLICATION FORM FOR THE POST OF MEMBER (FEMALE), DISTRICT CONSUMER DISPUTES REDRESSAL
...................... 2. Name of Applicant : COMMISSION (DISTRICT COMMISSION)
3. Gender: . 1. Mame of the District for which applying :
13students 4, Father's Name/Spouse's Name Hﬁg{sgﬂ-g:trgg&;nt 2. Name of Applicant ;
detained after 5, PermanentAddress pﬁutngpra ph duly 3, Gender: Affix your rE:j:E:nl
clashinPatna 6.  Address for Correspondence With PIN Code attested 4. Father's Name/Spouse’s Name | passport size
hirteen y Contact details for correspondence : 5, Permanant Address photograph duly
students of Residence/Office Landline- 6. Address for Correspondence With PIN Code attested
Patna Mobile (mandatory) - T Contact detalls for correspondence
University were E-mail {(mandatory) - Residence/Office landline -
detained 8. Date of Birth Mobile (mandatory) -
following a 2. Age as on date of Notification ; E-mail t@ndalﬂ,ﬂ L
clash between 10, FPrezent Qoccupation & Annual Income ; 8. Date of Birth . .
two groups at 11 Clualification { Graduation and onwards) ; 9. Age asondate ﬂf.NDHﬂt‘-ﬂtlﬂﬂ ;
its hostels EXAMINATION PASSED UNIVERSITY YEAR OF PASSING %, OF MARKS/CGPA 10, Present Occupation & Annual Income:
e o 11. Qualification {Graduation and onwards) ;
gﬁ"ﬂalﬂ saldon EXAMINATION PASSED UNIVERSITY YEAR OF PASSING % OF MARKS/CGPA
undaay.
The clash
took placeinthe 12, Incase of In-Service candidatas :
'E!El.ﬂ'y' hours i Date of Joining of service
between T Present designation 12. Incase of In-Service candidates :
students of iii Scale of pay g basic pay i Date of Joining of service
Cavendishand " Dt of diineran neion ii Present designation
Minto hostels, V. Government under which serving il Scale of pay & basic pay
they said. 13.  Incaseof Retired Candidates - iv. | Dateofsuperannuation
“On SEEiI’lg 1 Diate of Joming of serice W, Gmrarnmenulmd&r whi;h serving
the police, i, | Lastpostheld (on substantive basis) 13, hicesaof Relres Candidates -
students ii. | LastPayscaledrawn L Date of Joining of service
started flee [T'IEL . Date of retirement il. Last post held (on substantive basis)
It appeared that V. Gavernment under which served l. | LastPayscaledrawn
th ey pe Ited 14 Experience (which is considered necessary for current assignment) : :" g?j;;:g:?:':;; e rap—
stones at each Mame of subjectfield - (whether in Consumer Affairs, Law, Public Affairs, Administration, Economics, Commerce, Industries, Finance, - ; — , ,
ather. Police Management, Engineering, Technology, Public Health or Medicing) 14, Experience [v!.rhqch is considered necessary for currentas_mgnment} ; . . . . . . _
also racovered 5 No. Position held Name & Address of Organization Nature of work handied Period Mame of subjectfield - iwhether in Consumer Affairs, Law, Public Affairs, Administration, Economics, Commerce, Industries,

Finance, Management Engmeerlng Tﬂchn-:}lngy Fublic Health or Medicine)
Name & Address c of Organization

some bombs
fromthe spot,”
Sub-Divisional
Police Officer

5. Mo, Position heid Mature of work handlied Period

DECLARATION

| heraby declared that all statements made in this application are true and complete to the best of my knowledge and balief. In the event of any

{T‘.‘]Wﬂ-l} : information being found false or incorrect or ineligibility being detected before, during or after the process of selection [ appointment, my candidature will stand PEELARAT*DH
Dikshasaid. cancelled and all my claims to the appointment will stand forfeited. _ | h_eraby declared th'_eal all statements made :n_TJ'l.Is application are true and complate to the best of mmy Hnnwled_ga and belief. In _tha event of any
The SOPO 3 information being found false or incorrect or ineligibility being detected before, during or after the process of selection / appointment, my candidature will stand
. = Date :- cancelled and all my claims to the appointment will stand forfeited.
said no one was _ - (SIGNATURE OF THE CANDIDATE) | | pate:- [SIGNATURE OF THE CANDIDATE)
injured in the NB :- 1) Al particidars should be filad in Capital Latisrs. | | - NB :- 1} All particulars should be filed in capital Letters.
clash. Tun 2) Application without duly authenticated photograph and receipt of Fee would be treated as incomplete and void ab-initio. 2} Application without duly authenticated photograph and receipt of Fee would be trealed as incomplete and void ab-initio,
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CONTRAPUNTO

Whoever said money can't buy happiness simply
didn't know where to go shopping

It Pays 1o Pivot

Trump’s willingness to switch track on policies
is a good thing. All leaders should take note
Yﬂu candisagree with Trump's ideology, if hehasone, and you

can frown upon his methods, but you can’t deny the man can

pivot. Like he did on Saturday at the Pope’s funeral. Having
told off Zelenskyy at their last face-to-face on Feb 28 - “you’ve
done a lot of talking...vou're not winning this... vou're gambling
with WW-III" - he sat down again with the Ukrainian leader inside
St Peter’s Basilica. Videos show three chairs were hurriedly placed
but only Trump and Zelenskyy sat, drawing closer into what
psvchologists would describe as a sub-4-foot “friendly” range.

What Trump said afterwards about Putin was the real surprise.
He’s been accusing Zelenskyy of starting the war, even when
Russian strikes Kkilled over 30 Ukrainians in Sumy on April 13.
And again last Wednesday - “It's inflammatory statements like
Zelenskyy's that makes it so difficult to settle this War.” But after
Saturday’s meeting, Trump sounded doubtful about Putin's
intentions — “maybe he doesn’'t want to
stop the war, he’s just tapping me along,
and has to be dealt with differentiy”.

It’'s a clear shift, and Trump has
. rapidly changed position on other matters
e too in recent davs. For instance, he's
become less strident on the China tariff
issue. Last Tuesday, he said tariffs will
“come down substantially. But it won't
be zero”. He's already backed off from
his threat to fire Federal Reserve chair
Jerome Powell. For now, his department of Homeland Security has
also paused the campaign to deport foreign students. Altogether,
some would say, Trump isn’t looking like the strong and decisive
leader his MAGA voters wanted. Yet, flexibility might be his
greatest strength. After all, he was elected to deliver, not sink under
the weight of his bluster.

If tariffs are backfiring, there’s no point persisting with them
while American firms and consumers suffer. Brexit, for instance,
wasa huge mistake - UK's per capita GDP hasrisen just 4% over the
2016level, asagainst 8% acrossthe eurozone-but the countryv’'s been
too proud to change course. Trump is smarter that way, and other
leaders shouldn’t become hostage to their own rhetoric either
While Indian leaders spoke hot words after Pahalgam, and rightly
so, India’s actions should be governed by cold self-interest. Unlike
Pakistan, India has a global stature and a promising future. There's
no point in jeopardising both with rash actions.

Use & Throw Nightmare

A fridge fished out of a Bengaluru lake tells us what's in
store as upgrades replace repairs in consumer culture

‘\

somuch garbagethatitsimply overwhelms the water. Thissight,

if notthefires, atleast not sofar, isafamiliar one at water bodies
across the country. What feels even more overwhelming is how
every cleanup points to the need for bigger and better efforts. At
Madiwala lake, which suffers a severe water hyacinth infestation,
an airboat called Jaldost, designed by the National Aerospace
Laboratories, has already pulled out over 20 tonnes of waste. But
what all makes up this waste?

Not just weeds. Not just plastic bags. But also mugs, books, pens,
steel vessels Both at home and at work, our dustbins are growing

' : larger and larger. The detritus of modern
life overflows. The garbage mounds
lining our highways and railway tracks
and culverts that we are constantly
photoshopping out of our selfies, are
the result of govts slacking. They have
totally fallen out of step with how much,
how fast today’s Indians consume and
create waste. Once, we used to marvel at bicycles being discarded
into Amsterdam’s canals. Today, Jaldost has fished out a refrigerator
from Madiwala lake.

We haven't embraced DIY culture with nearly the same enthusiasm.
In India it’s still possible to comfortably find someone to repair a
shoeoranair-conditioner, to reupholster the family sofa, to appreciate
a hand-me-down silk sari or door or carpet or book. Our neighhour-
hoods still have carpenters, cobblers, tailors, mechanics, carrying
forward our reuse and recvcle heritage. Of course the less it's
patronised the faster it will die, and as that Madiwala fridge tells us,
s0 will our lakes and forests. Imagine all our refuse and rubbish
invading all our surroundings like relentless water hyacinth. Have
arethink. Chooserepairing over replacing.

The right word: Terrorist

On Pahalgam and the West's ‘militant’ bias

It’s true, Bengaluru’s lakes sometimes catch fire. Because there's

Arnab Ray

Words matter. The progressive liberati tell us they matter so
much that your survival as a decent human being depends on
being sensitive enough to correctly gender a houseplant on
social media, Nouns, adjectives and pronouns must be treated
with the reverence accorded to ancient artifacts found at an
archaeological dig. You would imagine that when Hindus are
hunted downand murdered in Pahalgam, Kashmir-murdered for the crime of
existing - then NYT would deploy that same obsessive precision. Surely, they
would reach for a familiar, correct word, the word thev use for the perpetrators
of 9/11. You know, terrorists.

But no. When Hindus die, the term that gently floats down is ‘militant’ -a
word so gloriously belge that it sounds like someone gota bitrowdy ataPTA
meeting. ‘Militant’ - not a monster, not a butcher - just a spirited political
activist with poor anger management. Makes vou wonder if the target of

their attack were soldiers and tanks...or families on vacation.
m y  Spoiler: it wasfamilies.

Jacques Derrida - patron saint of people who quote books
they've never finished - taught us that language encodes hidden
power structures. Well, here's an easy one: when Western media
call terrorists ‘militants’, it's because Hindus, in their worldview, can never be
victims. Hindus are cast as permanent oppressors, with violence against them
cast as ‘punching up’. No different than storming the Bastille - violence, sure,
but to be seen in the larger context of historical justice, or, wait, there is a word
forit, karma.

There is a side-show of clowns that enable this, pushing a pseudo-
academic thread of messaging, namely that Hinduphobia isn't real. It's a
‘constructed term’, they say, from the comfort of paneldiscussions that smell
faintly of Sauvignon Blanc and moral cowardice, used by Hindu fascists to
protest when the chickens come home to roost - or militants come to do their
‘militanty’ things.

Terror exists. All religions are targeted where they are in the minority.
sSome groups, though, get murdered twice: first by bullets and again by the
slow suffocation of their truth. Meanwhile, their killers get to keep their moral
alibi, polished and gleaming, courtesy of Western media houses.

Yes, words matter, especially when they come fromorganisations of influence.
It's long past time we used the right words. And called out those who do not.
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Chairs Pulled Up But Wheels Oft

Results of Trump-Zelenskyy chat at Vatican may not be enough to set right
the current round of American peacemaking efforts on Ukraine

Andreas Umland

It has been encouraging to see Trump
and Zelenskyy meet at the funeral of
Pope Franeis. This confirms how well
US-Ukraine relations have survived
the many tensions of the last three
months. And yet, current American
attempts to mediate between Moscow
and Kyiv will fail. At least this is what
people familiar with East European

Columnist based
in Stockholm

affairsexpect.

Since Trump returned to the White House in
Jan, what's been missing from the ‘new’ American
search for a compromise between Russia and
Ukraine? Anyv substantial increase of inter-
national pressure on Moscow.

During the last three years, Kremlin has put
up a list of demands that vieolates, in a scandalous
way, fundamental rules of post World War 11
international law in general and post communist
European security order in particular, In essence,
Moscow continues to demand from Washington
and the rest of the world that they throw out of
the window, with regard toaregular UN member
country, the two most basic principles of the
modern state order: territorial integrity and
national sovereignty.

Surprisingly, Washington has, in its proposal
for the latest negotiation round, partly satisfied
Russia’s demands. The Trump administration
has offered to formally recognise the Russian
illegal annexation of Crimea In 2014 and to
cancel Ukraine’'s official Nato membership
perspective existing since 2008.

These US concessions do not only undercut world
security by demonstratively disregarding the integrity
and sovereignty of a fully recognised, entirely peace-
ful, and, since 1991, properly independent state. They
are also paradoxical within the context of US foreign
policies of earlier Republican administrations.

A written Nato membership perspective was
provided to Ukraine as well as Georgia at the Nato
Bucharest Summit in early April 2006 - on the insistence
of George W Bush. And in 2018, during the first Trump
administration, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
issued an official “Crimea Declaration™ - saying that
US “rejects Russia’s attempted annexation of Crimea
and pledges to maintain this policy until Ukraine’s
territorial integrity is restored”.

The second Trump administration has now reversed

both former GOP foreign policies and one of the first
Trump administration’s most explicit pledges towards
Ukraine. It has made these and other incredible
American compromises vis-a-vis Kremlin without any
tangible material successes.

S0 far, there is no soothing of the Russo-Ukrainian
conflict. Infact, US's demonstrative turning away from
international law, Western principles, and American
foreign political traditions has had, until now, the
opposite results. It has led to an increase of Russian
missile and drone attacks on Ukrainian cities.

L

Washington's strange international behaviour not
only vis-a-vis Ukraine, but also in other regards, one
fears, will continue to encourage Moscow to behave
even more aggressively. Trump’s new course may even
lower Kremlin's so-far prevalent hesitation to risk direct
military escalation with a Nato state. If so, a prime
candidate for attack is Estonia, a Nato member since
2004, Estonia hosts the most Russian city outside Russia,
Narva, and follows a particularly restrictive approach
towards Russian residents, trade and tourists.

A Russian advance into a country like Estonia has
become more likely after the publication of Trump's
recent odious proposal to Ukraine. An attack on a Nato
member state would touch upon US obligations under
the 1949 Washington Treaty establishing the Alliance.
While Trump’s plan is supposedly about peace, it 1s
putting US —at least as long as it takes the Washington

Treaty seriously —atrisk of adirect military confronta-
tion with Russia.

Moreover, Nato's mutual support promise has been
undersigned by altogether 32 countries. This implies
that a relatively minor armed conflagration in, for
instance, the Baltic region could quickly escalate into
anall-European or even a world war,

The most far-reaching consequences of Trump's
turnaround concern the worldwide regime of non-
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Russia,
its official political friend China, as well as now its quasi-
collaborator US are all official nuclear-weapon
states under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT).

When Ukraine became independent in 1991 it
was a country with thousands of atomic warheads
but agreed to become a non-nuclear weapon
stateunder NPT. In exchange it received guaran-
tees from NPT's five official nuclear-weapon
states, which also happen to be the UN Security
Council’s permanent members. Only France
and UK are still observant of the five security
assurances issued to Ukraine in Dec 1994,

Washington’s public agreement to recognise
CrimeaasRussian, and itsundisguised pressure
on Kyiv to make concessions vis-a-vis Moscow
put the logic of non-proliferation on its head.
NPT as well as the conventions on chemical and
biological weapons no longer look like worldwide
arrangements to prevent mass destruction
but ploys to keep non-nuclear-weapon states
defenceless vis-a-vis expansionist great powers.

A more and more likely scenario is that
countries around the world will officially or
unofficially leave the non-proliferation regime, and
arm themselves with WMDs, thereby creating domino
effects, if notarms races intheirregions.

Asinotherfields of US domestic and foreign affairs
where the second Trump administration is currently
disrupting old arrangements, Washington's new
approach tothe Russo-Ukrainian War constitutes, even
within narrowly understood American national inter-
ests, a strange development. US is disassociating itself
from the very world order that it once principally
co-created and from which it has benefitted for 80 vears.
The distrust that Washington currently sows concer-
ning the rules-based order in general and US foreign
policies in particular will have aftereffects increasingly
disadvantageous toor even dangerous for US itself,

The writer is an analyst af Swedish Institute of
International Affairs

‘Dalits in Rajasthan remain labourers at society’s base...with
only 1-2% in govt jobs and 1% owning land’

After Rajasthan LoP Tikaram Jully visited a Ram
templein Alwarearly thismonth, BJP's Gyvan Dev Ahuja
“purified” it with gangajal. Amid the resulting contro-
versy, BJP first suspended Ahuja, and finally expelled
himyesterday—on theeveof Congresschief Mallikarjun
Kharge's ‘Save the Constitution’ rally in Jaipur
Siddhartha Dutta discusses the episode, entrenched
castedivisions. and solutions with Jully:

® What was your initial reaction to Ahuja purifying the
temple?

I dismissed it, knowing Ahuja’s history of offensive
behaviour. He labelled Dalits as “demonic”, made dero-
gatory remarks about JNU, and openly supported cow
vigilantism. His actions weren't surprising. However,
when family, sisters, and friends called to offer support,
[ grew uneasy, reflecting on how a community still
faces such targeting. It troubled me deeply, leaving me
restless for twonights. One BJP functionary also called
tosay hedisagreed with Ahuja’s statement. l can-
not name him because that would put him in aspot.

@ What did you make of Rajasthan BJP chief QO\A

Are you surprised?
Govt Inaction is baffling; law and order have collapsed
in Rajasthan. I repeatedly raised Dalit atrocities with
officials, but Dalits and backward classes aren't
priorities. This neglect fuels (caste-related) erime. In
the assembly, I highlighted the high number of cases,
yvet no action followed. I felt caste dynamics intensely
after entering politics, unlike in childhood. My father, a
daily wage labourer-turned-army man, started a slate
export business in 1976, which I later managed. We
engaged with all communities, breaking bread together:
But politics exposed deep caste consciousness,
especially in rural areas. Some transcend it, but
I never played the caste card. When BJP MLAs
silenced me in the assembly, I didn't frame it
as the targeting of a Dalit. Casteism persists,
though it is also true that if some perpetuate it,
many don't.

® What's the way forward?

Many Dalits in Rajasthan
remain labourers at society’s
base. Their progress through

Madan Rathore calling Ahuja sanskari at the time
of his suspension?

Ahuja is a repeat offender, regularly making state-
ments that violate India’s Constitution, yvet BJP never
disciplined him (before Sunday). Union home minister
AmitShahalsofailed toapologisefor hisremarksagainst
Baba Saheb Ambedkar in Parliament, This mindset
traces back to RSS, which, when the Constitution was
enacted, opposed equal rights for women and marginali-
sed groups. They resist women's empowerment, and pro-
gress for backward classes. In Rajasthan assembly, Turged
RSS to formally denounce caste discrimination and unto-
uchability on its centenary, Everyvone in the govt opposed
me. Why? Was I wrong? Earlier, state education minister
Madan Dilawar suggested a DNA test to verify a tribal
leader’s Hindu lineage, reflecting RS5’s mentality

@ Rajasthan ranks third in Dalit atrocities after UP and
MP. Recently in Sikar, a Dalit youth was abducted, subjec-
ted to casteist slurs, sexually tortured, and urinated on.

education or reservation unsettles
some. BJP's anti-Dalit, anti-Muslim,
and anti-Sikh agenda poisons society;
unlike Congress’'s focus on equality,
Empowermentiscritical, starting with
education. Congress govt opened Eng-
lish-medium schools and SC hostels to
foster awareness and self-reliance,
moving Dalits bevond manual labour, Yet,
90-95% of Dalits remain labourers, with
only 1-2% in govt jobs and 1% owning
land. Most rely on govt-provided homes,
with no option but manual labour.

® Why demand reservation for SC -
students in the Swami Vivekananda
Scholarship?

Congress launched the scholarship
for 500 students, but BJP cut it to 300,
Now, only children of govt officials bene-

fit. I advocate reservations for OBC, MBC, SC, 8T, and
Hindi-medium govt school students to ensure broader
access formarginalised groups.

@ Why, then, do many among Rajasthan’'s 18% SC
population support BJP?

Historically, SCs aligned with Congress, but BJP's
communal narrative in the 2023 election drew them
into the ‘Hindu' fold. BJP's Dalit deputy CM, Premchand
Bairwa, and Union minister Arjun Meghwal lack real
power. BJP even scrapped Bairwa's home district,
Dudu. Schemes for the poor, mostly Dalits, have
stalled - medical services are weak, pensions and
unemployment allowances delaved, and other
programmes are closing. Congress, by contrast,

had four Dalit cabinet ministers and a Dalit chief
secretary. BJIP's shift from ecaste to communalism
is a political tactic that hasn't benefitted
lower castes.

@ Is the lack of a Dalit leadership
causing SC voter attrition?
I won't say that. My party leader-
chip appointed me as LoP in Raja-
sthan. Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi
and Mallikarjun Kharge have
supported me, especially through
the Ahuja episode. Congress
consistently champions equality. 1
am the youngest LoP in Rajasthan
assembly’s history

@ Does Congress's recent post about
“" Rahul Gandhi with Kanshi Ram’s sister,
Swarn Kaur, resonate at the grassroots?
-4 In politics, impact is unpredictable,
evolving gradually. Actions like Ahuja’s
temple “purification”, Dilawar's remarks
on STs, or Shah's Ambedkar comment
form a pattern shaping community
perceptions. Kanshi Ram’s sister
aligning with us carries weight in this
context.
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Sacredspace

Sarrow comes in
great waves...but
rolls over us, and

though it may
almost smother us,
it leaves us. And we
know that if it is
strong, we are
stronger; inasmuch
as it passes. and we remain.

Henry James

How Love Songs Bridge Sacred And Profane

Sonal Srivastava

: echaand sa roshan chehra, zulfon
karang sunahra,

Yejheel sineeli aankhen, koi
raaz hai in mein gehre.

Tareef karun kya uski, jisne tumhe
hanaya.

In a shikara on beautiful Dal Lake in
Kashmir, a young man sings to profess
his love toa Kashmiri girl. The song is
an assertion of earthly, romantic love,
vet it also becomes a paean to the Creator
for fashioning someone so beautiful

very selves.

that her eves resemble the blue waters divine spark praising : this world.
of the lake, Most songs—-whether another, and in doing so, THE SPEAKING TREE The more obvious
Bollyvwood numbers, ghazals, English exalting the Self that meaningis-agirl wanting to

pop, or Sufi rendifions - are imbued with
sacred and profane interpretations.
The profane meaning remains
purely atthe level of physical existence,
involving praise of skin-deep, ephemeral
heauty that will eventually fade.
However, such songs also allude tothe

inner beauty of arealised soul - aspark
of the Divine that exists within all.

The Upanishads mark thisdivinity
by declaring: “Aham Brahmasmi”-Tam
Brahman; “Tattvamasi”
The Isha Upanishad states: “Ishavasya
idam sarvam, yat kincha jagatyvam
jagat” - God permeates everything
that moves and does not move,
Ishwaraexists in all that we
see and feel, including our

Hence, when the singer
praises his lover, it is one

inhabits all beings. The song, then, isno
longer about the ephemeral beauty of
lover; it becomes a metaphor for the
Divine. We experience nonduality of
onerealised soul praising another:
Take another example: asong
picturised with young people

S0 are you.

celebrating and dancing on the beach.
While hedonism is apparent in the
song’s visuals, embodying the profane,
its lyrics narrate a different story;
“Aavijagtaj ke; ishqsikhajab vaar
kare parwah meri/Mujhe Kva parwah
iss duniva ki/Jag mujhpe lagaye paban-
di; main hoon hinahiissdunivaki,” -
When my beloved taught me how
tolove; when He cares for me,
why should I care about this
- heas, World? The world triesto
impose restrictions on me,
but I nolonger belong to

break all rules of engagement and
explore unbridled physicality of her
relationship with her lover. The exalted
meaning, however, is why worry when
Beloved (the Divine) is taking care of
us? We are merely souls onashort
physical journey through this world; it

15 not our permanent home. For
listeners, both sacred and profane
interpretations are juxtaposed,

and each can camouflage the other,
depending on listener’'s state of mind.

The Sufis viewed Ishq, love, through
twodifferent lenses: Ishqg-e-Majazi
and Ishg-e-Haqgiqi. Ishg-e-Majaziisa
metaphor for earthly love between two
people, signifving attachment to beauty
and longing for the beloved on a physical
plane. Ishqg-e-Haqiqi, on the other hand,
15 love for God - true Beloved.

Many Sufi poets, such as Bulleh Shah,
Rumi, and Rabia, wrote verses on Ishq-e-
Majazi, expanding the metaphor towards
[shg-e-Haqiqi. Their quest was simple;
when vou love God, vou see His reflection
everywhere. When you take small steps
towards the One, the Oneembraces you.
As Kabirsays: “paachhe laga Harifire,
kahat Kabir Kabir” -l am so lost in love
for the Divine, it is God who runs after
me, calling out “Kabir, Kabir!'
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TIMES Special

Why Indians are ‘abandoning’
their children at US borders

Families Lacking Valid Visas Are ‘Strategically’ Leaving Minors At Border Crossings, Alone
And Only With A Chit, Hoping They Can Become Their Ticket To The American Dream

Ashish.Chauhan@timesofindia.com

hey are to be found at the

US border with Mexico

or Canada. Mostly be-

tween 12 and 17 vears

old, but sometimes even
as yvoung as six. Left alone, afraid, in
unfamiliar surroundings, carrying
nothing but a chit of paper. on which
15 scribbled names and contact details
of their parents.

In a disturbing trend visible over
the past few vears, Indian children
are increasingly being found all by
themselves at the US borders, try-
ing to enter the country sans docu-
ments or the the company of guard-
ians. Data from the US Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) shows that
from Oct 2024 to Feb this year, 77 un-
accompanied Indian minors were
apprehended at the US borders,
pointing to a pattern in which mi-
nors become both victims and tools
in the complex world of illegal im-
migration.

These children, mostly teenaged,
were found “strategically aban-
doned” along the US-Mexico border,
though a significant number also
crossed from Canada, where harsh
weather conditions make it riskier.

Data show that 53 of the 77 kids
were apprehended at the southern
land border with Mexico, and 22
were caught crossing over from
Canada. Some were Iintercepted
within the country. These children
highlight the persistence of un-
documented immigration and the
Increasing use of minors as part of
broader immigration strategies.

Child-First Immigration Pattern

According to USCBP records, be-
tween 2022 and 2025, a total of 1,656
unaccompanied Indian minors were
apprehended while attempting to
enter the US. The highest number of
children — 730 — were found in FY
2023 and 517 in 2024. In 2022, the num-
ber was 409,

The Covid pandemic saw com-
paratively lower numbers, with 219
minors found in 2020 and 237 in 2021,
possibly due to travel restrictions
and a global slowdown in migratory
movement. However, the numbers
sharply rose after the pandemice, in-
dicating renewed activity on illegal
migration routes.
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‘I SENT MY KIDS ALONE’
How a man from Gujarat who

sent his two kids alone to US
explains his decision...

| knew they were not going

to be in danger. They were
with my friends and relatives and
were ultimately going to be in the
custody of US law agencies. So, they
are safe and secure in the US.

The Reasoning

@6 We can't wait till our kids complete
their studies in India and then opt for
legal ways to enter the US... if they are
already there when young, they can
complete their studies, find a job and
earn decent money

The incentive

#& When their children are caught
at the borders, they seek refuge

for the minors and themselves —
which they usually get on
humanitarian grounds,” said a
person associated with illegal
trafficking, who added that these
kids are seen as ‘green cards’ for
their parents, who are often already
in the US as illegal immigrants.

According to immigration ex-
perts, these figures reflect a deliber-
ate pattern by families trying to se-
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cure residence in the US by sending
their children first.

The Strategy

These kids act as ‘green cards’ for
their parents, who are also illegal
immigrants, a person associated
with an illegal immigration network
explained. “In most cases, their par-
ents first reach the US illegally and
then they send for their children
with other illegal immigrants to the
US,” he said. “When their children
are caught at the borders, they seek
refuge for the minors and them-
selves — which they usually get on
humanitarian grounds.”

In some instances, the strategy is
reversed: parents send their children
first, using their presence as a reason
to apply for asylum themselves later,
“They claim asylum on the grounds
that their children are already in the
JS,” this person told TOL

Another insider involved in hu-
man trafficking said children are
often sent along with groups of
adults, but abandoned near border
checkpoints to be picked up by the
authorities. “These children carry
chits in their pockets or bags, which
bear the names of their parents
and/or guardians. They are then
sent to their parents, who may be al-
ready living illegally in the US, and

given health and education benefits
free of cost,” the source explained.

First-Hand Accounts

several Gujarati families have ad-
mitted to following this route. One
such case is of a couple from Kadi in
Mehsana, where the father, a lawver,
shared how he and his wife had moved
to Atlanta illegally in 2019, leaving
their two-year-old son in India.

“All sources of transport were dis-
rupted because of the pandemic,” the
lawvyer said. “I told my cousin who
was travelling to the US (illegally) in
2022 to bring my child there, who had
turned five by then. My cousin did
as told and left my son at the border
near Texas, where he was spotted by
a US security agency officer.”

Officials located him through
a note that his son was carrving,
which had his name and contact de-
tails. A call later, they were reunited.

From rural Gujarat, particularly
villages like Jhulasan, Mokasan,
Nardipur, Dingucha, Vadu and Kai-
val, there has been a noticeable up-
tick in minors being sent to the US,
A police officer from Gandhinagar
range confirmed this trend. “Cops
cannot prevent them because they
are not doing anything illegal on In-
dian soil,” the officer said. “It is up
to the US authorities to take action
against the exploitation of children
in human smuggling.”

The Road Ahead

A US-based source said abandoned
children are not officially declared
as such in many cases, but that they
stood a strong likelihood of secur-
ing green cards within six to eight
months after juvenile court rulings.
*In such cases, once kids get green
cards, their relatives here proceed
with adoption applications,” he said.

However, some see the current
trend slowing down because of
changes in US policy Experts say
the Trump administration’s tough
stance on immigration is expected
to reduce the number of unaccom-
panied minors at the borders.

In the meantime, children con-
tinue to arrive — some from the
dusty lanes of rural Gujarat, others
guided through wvast international
routes — ending up alone at a for-
eign border, often with just a slip of
paper as their lifeline,

TOLL PLAZA

INDIAS RICHEST?

Located On A Prime Stretch,
Karjan In Vadodara Dist Earned
Nearly I500Cr Last Fiscal

Tushar.Tere@timesofindia.com

ad it been a startup. it would have been

a storied one, its annual turnover al-

most hitting Rs 500 crore while operat-

ing from a village of 364 houses and
1,761 people (2011 Census) after posting four
straight vears of earnings above Rs 400 crore.
The feat has made Karjan toll plaza, located in
Bharthana in Gujarat’s Vadodara district, the
country’s top highway grosser and vet another
example of success bevond cities,

It’s the value of his personal contribution
to this success that makes Piyush Parmar feel
“pride” when he steps into his glass cabin
next to one of the 22 toll gates here. Parmar
has to make sure the computer registers each
passing, and paying, vehicle. His shift is a long
eight hours, but time flies. “I barely get time to
relax because of the constant flow of vehicles.
After all, this is one of the major junctions on
a busy national highway,” he says.

Busy is an understatement for NH-48,
which is the conveyor belt linking engines
that run the Indian economy; It's the main —
and, as of now, only — highway connection
between Delhi and Mumbai (the new Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway is vet to be completed).
But NH-48 is also a lot more. It runs all the
way to Chennai, carrying the arterial traffic
between the north, west and south. It links the
Tamil Nadu and Harvana automobile hubs
and 1is the gateway to Gujarat’s industrial cit-
ies and Dahej port. A part of it is known in the
north as Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway and Del-
hi-Jaipur highway The west knows another
section as Ahmedabad-Mumbai highway

Karjan toll plaza is on the industrial thor-
oughfare between Vadodara and Mumbai.
Gujarat is India’s leading chemical and petro-
chemical manufacturing hub, and most of the
units are based in central and south Gujarat,
access to which is through Karjan. Because

Jaipur »

Rajasthan

Ul'.'-leil.'.l[:'-!.h"

Maharashtra

Every hour, around

2,000 vehicles

cross the toll plaza on NH-48, which
connects Delhi, Mumbai and Chennai

of this, and cargoe movement from Dahej port.,
around 65% of the traffic that the plaza sees is
commercial — containers, trucks, tankers, etc.

“For commuters, it's just another toll pla-
za, but for us, it's about keeping a vital north-
south link running smoothly” said Rangesh
Mishra, operations manager of the plaza,
managed by Prakash Asphaltings and Toll
Highways (PATH) India Ltd on behalf of Na-
tional Highways Authority of India (NHATI),

The toll plaza, set up in 2009, has been a star
performer for vears because Gujarati facto-
ries use it to transport goods to Mumbai ports
like JNPT. “Besides industrial traffic, Karjan
also collects toll from the passenger vehicle
traffic,” said P R Patelia, secretary, roads and
buildings department, Gujarat.

The last time Karjan was in the news was
13 vears ago, when Vitthal Radadiva. a former
MP brandished his pistol at a toll plaza em-
plovee during a brawl. That was a rare anom-
aly in an operation that otherwise runs like
clockwork, in three shifts spanning 24 hours.

The operations resemble a medium-scale
company with 190 emplovees, led by four man-
agers. Around 80 of these employees are en-
caged in toll collection and 33 are deployed at
the lanes to assist drivers. Five work in I'T and
the rest handle cleaning and maintenance.

The efficiency shows in how the toll re-
mains free of jams despite being such a busy
one. “There are 11 toll lanes on either side
of the plaza and FASTag runs smoothly So, 1
don't have to wait,” said Pritesh Shah, a trans-
porter who frequently crosses it.

Karjan, in fact, was the test site for NHATI's
FASTag pilot project. After it got the green sig-
nal here, FASTag was rolled out nationally,

S P Sharma, former general manager and
project director of NHAL currently posted in
Rajasthan, said, “This has been one of our star
toll plazas for a long time. In 2017, the daily fee
collection at this plaza exceeded Rs 1 crore.”

Noida Metro Rail Corporation Lid.

(A Joint Venture of the Govt. of India and Govt. of Uttar Pradesh)

Block-lll, 3rd Floor, Ganga Shopping Complex, Sector-29
MNoida-201301, Gautam Budh Magar, U.P. Ph: 0120-2210631

OPEN E-TENDER INVITATION NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF SUBHAS MEHLA, SPECIAL JUDGE
(Under the Prevention Money Laudering Act 2002)-cum-

SESSIONS JUDGE, GURUGRAM

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED

TaE Economic TivMes Al

Tender No.:
NMRC/PD Area/Sec.-81, Sec.-83 and Depot Metro Station/348R1/382/2025
Tender for licensing of commercial spaces at, Sector-83, Sector-81 and Depot Metro
Station in NMRC Metwork.

Tender for Work related to the below mentioned scope is invited from
competent bidders:

1. Thelicense period of this tender is for 15 years

2. Thetable provided below outlines the key terms and conditions of the tender.

Station Location/ |Commerciall Minimum Requirement | EMD
Name Spaces Area  |reserve price of] of Average | (in Rs.)
(in sgm) | space (per sqm|annual turnover,
per month) | (past 3 years)
(in Rs.) fin Rs.)
Depat | Conc./1si Floor 106 320 17,00,000 |1,90,000
station
Sec-81 | Ground Floor-1 26 360 12,00,000 51,000
Ground Floar-2 172 400 23.00,000 |2,00,000
Conc./131 Floor-1 315 280 26.00,000 |2.40,000
Conc./1st Floor-2 232 280 22,000,000 12,00,000
Sec-83 | Upper Ground 226 400 27.00,000 | 2,50,000

3. Bidder can bid for one or more than one or all the offered spaces at, Sector-83,
Sector-fi1 and Depot Metro Station.

4. Thabid processing feeis Rs. 23,600

5. Bidder can refer the E-portal https:/letender.up.nic.in/ and NMRC Website
www.nmrcnoida.com/ for term and condition of tender.

The Tender/RFP is available on the E-portal hitps:/fetender.up.nic.in/ and NMRC

Website www.nmrenoida.com/ from 26.04.2025. If there is any amendment/

change in the tender, it will be made available on these websites.

Last date of submission of tender on E-portalis 16.05.2025, till 15.00 hrs.
Executive Director, NMRC Ltd.

See Section 82 Cr.P.C (Section 84 of the BNSS 2023
read with section 65 of the PML Act 2002)

Directorate of Enforcement Versus Anil Jindal & others

CaseNo:-02/29.08.2022 The PML Act, 2002
Date of hearing:- 06.06.2025 Complaint U/s 44 r/w Sec-45 of the
Time:-10:00a.m. PMLA 2002 for commission of offence

C.1.5. No:- COMA/14/2022 U/s 3r/w Sec 70 of PML Act 2002
CNRMNo: HRGR01-013928-2022  ECIR/03/CDZ0/2018 Dated:20.12.2018

Whereas accused Sunil Jin iriraj Singh Jindal (Whole Time Dire
M/S SRS Ltd and Director of M/s SRS Real Esate Ltd) R/o Flat No 702, RR-3, Eros
Royal Retreat, Charmwood Villagae, Suraj Kund Road, Faridabad, Haryana is
facing trial before this court in Case No. COMA/14/2022 pertaining to ECIR No:-
ECIR/03/CDZ0/2018 Dated 20.12.2018, for the commission of offence of money
laundering as defined under section-3 read with section -70 punishable under
Section-4 of the PML Act 2002 and it has been reported on a warrant of arrest

thereupon issued agains! said Sunil Jindal S/o Giriraj Singh Jindal that the above
named accused cannol be found, and whereas it has been shown to my

satisfaction that the above named accused Sunil Jindal $/o Giriraj Singh Jindal
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant),

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Sunil Jindal $/o Giriraj
Singh Jindal (Whole Time Director of M/s SRS Ltd and Director of M/s SRS Real
Esate Ltd) Rfo Flat No 702, RR-3, Eros Royal Retreat, Charmwood Villagae, Suraj
Kund Road, Faridabad, Haryana is required to appear before this court to answer
the said complainton the 06.06.2025

Issued under my hand and seal of this Court on this 24" day of April, 2025.

Sd/-

SPECIAL JUDGE

(Under the Prevention of

Money Laundering Act,2002)-cum-
SESSIONS JUDGE, GURUGRAM

IN THE COURT OF SUBHAS MEHLA, SPECIAL JUDGE
(Under the Prevention Money Laudering Act 2002)
-cum-SESSIONS JUDGE, GURUGRAM
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED

See Section 82 Cr.P.C (Section 84 of the BNSS 2023
read with section 65 of the PML Act 2002)

Directorate of Enforcement Versus Anil Jindal & others

Case No:-02/29.08.2022 The PML Act, 2002

Date of hearing:- 06.06.2025 ComplaintU/s 44 r/w Sec-45 of the
Time :-10:00 a.m. PMLA 2002 for commission of offence
C.1.5.No:- COMA/14/2022 U/s3r/w Sec70of PML Act 2002
CNRNo:HRGR01-013928-2022  ECIR/03/CDZ0/2018 Dated:20.12.2018

Whereas accused Praveen Kumar Kapoor (Co-founder & Promotor of SRS
Group) R/o H No 506, Sector -14, Faridabad- 121007 is facing trial before
this court in Case MNo. COMA/14/2022 pertaining to ECIR MNo:-
ECIR/03/CDZ0/2018 Dated 20.12.2018, for the commission of offence of
money laundering as defined under section-3 read with section-70 punishable
under Section-4 of the PML Act 2002 and it has been reported on a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued against said Praveen Kumar Kapoor (Co-founder &
Promotor of SRS Group) that the above named accused cannot be found, and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the above named accused
Praveen Kumar Kapoor (Co-founder & Promotor of SRS Group) has absconded
(oris concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Praveen Kumar Kapoor
(Ca-founder & Promotor of SRS Group) R/o H No 506, Sector -14, Faridabad-
121007 is required to appear before this court to answer the said complaint on
the 06.06.2025

Issued under my hand and seal of this Court on this 24" day of April, 2025.

Sd/-

SPECIAL JUDGE

{Under the Prevention of

Money Laundering Act,2002)-cum-
SESSIONS JUDGE, GURUGRAM

IN THE COURT OF SUBHAS MEHLA, SPECIAL JUDGE
(Under the Prevention Money Laudering Act 2002)-cum-
SESSIONS JUDGE, GURUGRAM

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED
See Section 82 Cr.P.C (Section 84 of the BNSS 2023
read with section 65 of the PML Act 2002)

Directorate of Enforcement Versus Anil Jindal & others

CaseMNo:-02/29.08.2022 The PML Act, 2002

Date of hearing:- 06.06.2025 Complaint U/s 44 r/w Sec-45 of the
Time:-10:00 a.m. PMLA 2002 for commission of offence
C.I.5.No:-COMA/14/2022 U/s3r/wSec70 of PML Act 2002
CNRMo:HRGR01-013928-2022  ECIR/03/CDZ0/2018 Dated:20.12.2018

Whereas accused Jitender Kumar Garg S/o Sh. Prem Nath Garg (Director of
M{s SRS Limited and Promoter and Director of many others Companies of SRS
Group) R/o H Mo 537, Sector- 14, Faridabad, Haryana-121007 is facing trial
before this court in Case Mo. COMA/14/2022 pertaining to ECIR No-
ECIR/03/CDZ0/2018 Dated 20.12.2018, for the commission of offence of
money laundering as defined under section-3 read with section -70 punishable
under Section-4 of the PML Act 2002 and it has been reported on a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued against said Jitender Kumar Garg S/o Sh. Prem Nath
Garg that the above named accused cannot be found, and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the above named accused Jitender Kumar Garg
S/o Sh, Prem Nath Garg has absconded (or is concealing himself 1o avoid the
service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Jitender Kumar Garg
S/o Sh. Prem Nath Garg (Director of M/s SRS Limited and Promoter and
Director of many others Companies of SRS Group) R/o H No 537, Sector-14,
Faridabad, Haryana-121007 is required to appear before this court to answer
the said complaint on the 06.06.2025

Issued under my hand and seal of this Court on this 24” day of April, 2025.

SPECIAL JUDGE
(Under the Prevention of

Money Laundering Act,2002)-cum-
SESSIONS JUDGE, GURUGRAM
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Parents living illegally in the US deported. But
should their US-born kids with cancer go t00?

Lawyers, Activists Say Families Being Rushed Out Of Country Without Due Process

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tun

Washington: America's liber-
al conscience is being shaken
this weekend by the deportati-
on on Friday of three US-born
citizens, children of immigra-
nt parents, including a 2-yvear-
old baby and 4-year-old child
with stage-4 metastatic cancer,

US authorities maintained
the children’s mothers, who we-
re undocumented, were being
deported to their home country
Honduras, and they chose to ta-
ke the children with them. But
a judge, 2 Trump-appointee, fo-
und the process guestionable
andsaid thereappeared tobeno
meaningful process to their de-
portation. He called the move
“illegal and unconstitutional”.

Lawyvers for the families sa-
id the two mothers were taken
into custody while attending a
routine check-in in New Orle-
ansas partof the “intensive su-
pervision appearance progra-
mme", which allows individu-
als to remain in their commun-
ities whileundergoing immigr-
ation proceedings.

In one case, Jenny Caroli-
na Lopez Villela, mother of
the two-year-old girl and her
older sister, is said to have gi-
ven a handwritten note in Spa-
nish choosing to take them
with her even as the children's
father, whose immigration
status is unclear, was on the
phone with her to remind her
their younger daughter was a
UScitizenand notliableforde-
portation. He was cut off when
he was about to give her con-
tact information for lawyers.

In the other case, a four-yve-
ar-old child with Stage 4 cancer

Lubna Kably | Tnn
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Demonstrators protest deportation of immigrants in NYC last week

Nearly 800 immigrants held in Florida in a week

mmigration and customs enforcement officers, along with state

law enforcement officials, arrested about 780 immigrants in
Florida inan operation this past week, according to ICE data obtained
by NYT. The operation began Monday and targeted immigrants living
inthe country illegally with final deportation orders, according to an
ICE official. The officers picked up more than 275 migrants with final
removal orders, the data showed. ABC News and Fox News earlier
reported news of the arrests, which took place over four days. It was
the latest move by Trump govt to seek to accelerate deportations of
immigrants living in the country illegally, which have so far been well
below the administration’s goals. The effort in Florida was the first to
be conducted as part of a formal arrangement with state law enfor-
cement known as a 287(g) agreement, according to the official. nvr

was deported without medica-
tion or means to contact doe-
tors, the family's lawyer said, It
was the second such case prose-
cuted by Trump govt after a 10-
vear-old US citizen with brain
cancer was deported to Mexico
on Feb 4 while en route to a me-
dical appointment, due to her
parents’ undocumented status.

The family was travelling
from Rio Grande City, Texas, to
Houston for an emergency me-
dical check-up for the girl, who
had undergone brain surgery
in 2024 to remove a tumour,

tentially ‘adverse information’

when they were detained at a
customs and border protection
checkpoint in South Texas.
The Trump administration
maintains it does not deport US
citizens, but they may choose to
accompany family members
being deported, and in the case
of minor children, family me-
mbers being deported may take
the children with them as part
of a policy not to separate fami-
lies, The MAGA perspective:
Trump didn't deport two-vear
old American citizen. US provi-
ded free transportation to a yvo-

ung child whose custodial mot-
her wanted her daughter to co-
me with her: But civil liberties
lawyers and activists say the fa-
milies are being rushed out of
the country without due proc-
0ss. In the New Orleans case, di-
strict judge Terry Doughty ap-
peared to agree with them. The
two mothers and their children
were reportedly prevented
from communicating fully
with their families tryving to ar-
range legal representation, dri-
ven to the airport, and puton a
flight to Honduras, irking even
a Trump-appointee judge.

“The govt contends this is
all okay because the mother
wishes that the child be depor-
ted with her. But the court do-
esn't know that,” Doughty said,
noting he was unable to verify
the mother’s consent for the
child to accompany her before
the deportation. The case high-
lighted growing disquiet in the
country over the Trump admi-
nistration’s crackdown on not
just undocumented immigra-
nts, buteven greencard and visa
holders, including internatio-
nal students, not to speak of be-
aring down on judges, two of
whom have been arrested for
purportedly obstructing the de-
portation of illegal immigrants.

Insome cases, homeland se-
curity officials in plainclothes
have been arresting immigra-
nts without serving warrants,
with supporters of such action
citing security concerns.

New Trump administra-
tion policies include reversing
Biden-era curbs on arrests in
sensitive locations like hospi-
tals and invoking Alien Enem-
ies Act for expedited removals.

2 one wonders whether this is an

Trump calls for free
passage of US ships
through Panama
and Suez canals

resident Trump called for

“free of charge” passage of
US ships through the Panama
and Suez canals, renewing his
focus of expanding US influence
over critical commercial and
naval waterways. While Trump
began pushing for an exit of
Chinese port operators around
the Panama Canal soon after
returning to the White House in
Jan, the post on his Truth Social
network on Saturday also turned
attention to the Suez Canal,
which cuts through Egypt to link
the Mediterranean and the Red
Sea. *Those canals would not
exist without the US,” Trump
said, adding that he has asked
secretary of state Marco Rubio to
“immediately take care of " the
situation. eLoomeera

Prez floats new tax cut
to ease bite of tariffs

resident Trump suggested

Sunday his sweeping tariffs
would help him reduce income
taxes for people making less
than $200,000 a year, as public
anxiety rises over his economic
agenda. Trump has previously
argued tariff revenue could
replace income taxes, though
economists have guestioned
those claims. “*When tariffs cut
in, many people’s income taxes
will be substantially reduced,
maybe even completely elimi-
nated. Focus will be on people
making less than $200,000 a
year,” Trump said Sunday on his
Truth Social network. sLoomeers

holders have not normally been

Adverse mformatlo clalms by USCIS alarm H-1Bs

A newrequest from the US
% Citizenship and Immig-
A ration Services (USCIS)
while processing H-1B visa
applications (Form 1-129) and
alsowhile processing applica-
tions for employment-linked
green cards is perplexing at-
tornevs and H-1B beneficiari-
es who are sponsored for the
visa or green card. USCIS sta-
tes that it has ‘adverse infor-
mation’ and requires an upda-
ted address of the beneficiary
for collection of biometrics.
The number of such ingui-
riesfrom USCIS has gained mo-
mentum over last week. “The
request for evidence (RFE) sta-
tes: We have encountered po-

related to the beneficiary To
continue processing yourappli-
catlon or petition, we require
an updated address for the be-
neficiary sothat we may collect
biometric data. Please submit
the beneficiary's current and
updated residential address.”

This has prompted the
American Immigration Lawy-
ers Association (AILA) to issue
a ‘Practice Alert’ for its mem-
bers and also to reach out to
USCIS, It has reminded the
agency that if it does have any
adverse information, it is requ-
ired to disclose the same and
provide the petitioner with an
opporitunity to respond.

Kripa Upadhyvay immigra-
tion attorney at Buchalter, sta-

BATI'IHE FOR IMMIGRANTS

tes “USCIS is breaking the law
Regulations require it to disclo-
se any derogatory information
being used as a basis for an ad-
verse decision. These RFE's
provide no information or indi-
cation of what the ‘adverse in-
formation’ is.” Cyrus D Mehta,
a New York-based immigration
attorney echoed the same and
added, “It is bizarre and again

ddY BIA S inwl A

A] prﬂgmm that has gone ro-
Vincent W Lau, mana-
ging partner at Clark Lau, who
is the vice-chair at AILAS
‘USCIS Benefits and Policy
Committee’ told TOI, "An offi-
clalanswer is still awaited from
USCIS. Anecdotally from AILA
member reports, we surmise
that the ‘adverse’ information
may include prior police activi-
ty and USCIS may be trving to
use biometrics to verify the
identity of the individual.”
While biometrics are collec-
ted in several cases, suchas citi-
zenship, green cards, employ-
ment authorisation, or when
applyving for visas at consulates
abroad, immigration attorneys
are also puzzled as H-1B visa

r*equu*ed to submit to biomet-
rics. “1 would not say therefore
that it is illegal to request bio-
metrics of H-1B beneficiaries
but it has not been part of the
petition process. If indeed this
is anew trend, practitioners ha-
ve not received any notice of
this and therefore, with the un-
certainty and unpredictability
in the immigration space right
now, it is unsettling. Practitio-
nersand theirclientsare not su-
re whether there is more to the
request. Is this just a simple re-
quest for biometries or is there
more behind the request? Sho-
uld an individual be concerned
and what can one expect when
appearing to submit biomet-
ries?" states Lau.

OSCAR-WINNER DIRECTOR FRANCIS FORD COPPOLA, 86, GIVEN Y ‘.
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Toll from blast at Iran port
rises to 40, over 1,200 hurt

Def Ministry Denies Missile-Related Cargo Led To Blast

Dubai: The death toll from a §
powerful explosion at Iran's @

biggest port of Bandar Abbas
has risen to at least 40, with
more than 1,200 people inju-
red, state media reported on
sunday, as firefighters worked
to fully extinguish the fire.

Saturday's blast took place
1 the Shahid Rajaee section
of the port, Iran’s biggest con-
tainer hub, shattering win-
dows for several kilometres
around, tearing metal strips
off shipping containers and
badly damaging goods inside,
state media said. The incident
occurred as Iran held a third
round of nuclear talks with
the United States in Oman.

Fires kept breaking out in
different parts of the affected
areaasof Sundaynight, accor-
ding to state media, with heli-
copters and fire fighters conti-
nuing efforts to extinguish
them. Chemicals at the port
were suspected to have fuelled
the explosion, but the exact
cause was not clear and Iran’s
defence ministrv denied inter-
national media reports that
the blast may be linked to the
mishandling of solid fuel used
for missiles. A spokesperson
for the ministry told state TV
thereports were “aligned with
enemy psyops”, saying that
theblast-hitareadid not conta-
in any military cargo.

AP cited British security
firm Ambrey as saying the
port in March had received so-
dium perchlorate, which is
used to propel ballistic missi-

Smoke rises following an explosion at the Shahid Rajaee port in Bandar

Abbas. British security firm Ambrey said that the port in March had
received sodium perchlorate, which is used to propel ballistic missiles
and whose mishandling could have led to the explosion

les and whose mishandling co-
uld have led to the explosion.
The Financial Times reported
inJan theshipment of two Ira-
nianvesselstrom Chinaconta-
ining enough of the mgredi-
ent to propel as many as 260
mid-range missiles, helping
Tehran replenish its stocks
following its direct missile at-
tacks on arch-foe Israel in 2024.

Plumes of black smoke ro-
se above the site on Sunday
and pieces of twisted metal

and debris lay scattered across
the blast site, By early afterno-
on, the head of Iran’s Red Cre-
scent Society told state media
the fire was 90% extinguished
and officials said port activiti-
es had resumed in unaffected
parts of Shahid Rajaee.

A spokesperson for the co-
untry’'s crisis management or-
ganisation appeared to blame
the explosion on poor storage
of chemicals in containers at
Shahid Rajaee. reutens

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

150 Russian drones hit Ukraine as Trump
says he doubts Putin’s desn‘e for peace

Kyiv: Russia launched a swee-
ping drone assault and air stri-
kes across Ukraine early Sun-
day, killing at least four people,
officials said, after US Preside-
nt Trump cast doubt over Rus-
sian President Vladimir Put-
in's willingness toend the war,
Three people died and four
were wounded in air strikes in
the Donetsk region of Ukrai-
ne, the regional prosecutor's
office said. Another person di-
ed and a 14-yvear-old girl was wo-
unded in a drone attack on the
city of Pavlohrad in the Dni-
propetrovsk region that was
hit for the third straight night,
governor Serhii Lysak said.
The attacks came hours af-
ter Russia claimed to have re-
gained control over the remai-
ning parts of the Kursk region

Il people killed as a vehicle plows into a
Filipino street festival crowd in Vancouver

Pak troops kill 54
militants trying to
enter through Af

Islamabad : Pakistani secu-
rity forces overnight killed
54 militants who attempted
to cross Into the country
from Afghanistan, the mili-
tary said Sunday, marking
one of the deadliest such Kkil-
lings in recent vears.

The military said intelli-
gence reports indicated the
killed militants were “Khwa-
rij” — a phrase govt uses for
Pakistani Taliban.

Without directly blaming
anyone, the military said the
slain insurgents had been
sent by their “foreign mas-
ters” to carry out high-profi-
le attacks inside Pakistan,

The insurgents were
spotted and Killed near the
former stronghold of Pakis-
tan Taliban near North Wazi-
ristan, adistrict in northwes-
tern Khvber Pakhtunkhwa
province along the Afghan
border; “This is the first time
during the ongoing opera-
tions against terrorists that
Pakistani forces killed terro-
rists in such a high number
in a single day” interior mi-
nister Mohsin Nagvisaid. ar

Vancouver: At least 11 people
were Killed when a man drove
through a crowd at a Filipino
community festival in the wes-
tern Canadian city of Vancou-
ver on the weekend before Ca-
nada’s federal polls, police said.
Police said they had arres-
ted a 30-vearold Vancouver
man at the sceneof the incident
on Saturday evening. “At this ti-
me, we are confident that this
incident was notan act of terro-
rism,” Vancouver police said
on X. "It is the darkest day in
Vancouver's history,” said Van-
couver police interim chief Ste-
ve Rai. *The person we have in
custody does have a significant
history of interactions with po-
lice and health care professio-
nalsrelated to mental health.”
Speaking Sunday morning,
Canadian PM Mark Carney sa-
id more than 20 people were in-

jured in what police described

as a car ramming attack. He sa-
id an investigation had begun
into how and why the attack to-
ok plar:e. “Last nighl, families

Police forensics officers investigate the attack scene in Vancouver

lost a sister, a brother, a mother,
a father, a son or a daughter.
Those families are living every
family’s nightmare,” Carney
told reporters in Hamilton, On-
tario, where he also expressed
his condolences to the count-
ry’'s Filipino community.

The suspect was initiallv ch-
ased down and held by festival-
goers until police arrived, witn-
esses said. The injured were ta-
ken to multiple hospitals.

The incident happc:ned ne-

ar East4lst Avenueand Fraser
Street, where Lapu-Lapu Day
Block Partywas taking place.
One witness said he saw a
black vehicle driving erratical-
ly in the area of the festival just
before the crowd was struck.
Carney’s campaign move-
ments for Monday's election
were delayed after the tragedy,
but a govt official said the PM
would head to Saskatoon to re-
suIme campaigning.
Phﬂippine President Ferdi-

51a)n

¥ %‘ nand Marcos Jr said he was

“shattered to hear about the ter-
rible incident” and extended
his “deepest sympathies to the
families of the victims and to
the strongand thriving Filipino
community in Canada”.

Jagmeet Singh, leader of
Canada’s New Democratic Par-
tv. was among the attendees at
the event, but left minutes befo-
re the vehicle arrived. “We do-
n't know the motives, we don't
know any of the details, but ul-
timately this is something that
targeted the Filipino com-
munity” “I was there, and I just
imagined the faces of the kids [
saw smiling and dancing. It's
horrific,” he said. Another wi-
iness said he had seen about 15
people lvingon ground after the
SUV plunged into the crowd.

The festival, celebrated
especially in the central Philip-
pines, honours Datu Lapu-La-
pu, a Filipino chieftain who de-
feated Spanish forces led by Fer-
dinand Magellan in the Battle
of Mactan in1521. acencies

Carney or Poilievre?
Canada votes today

onald Trump might as
[) well be on the ballot when
' Canadians vote for anew
govt. The US president’s trade
war and threats to make Cana-
da the 51st state have infuriated
Canadians and led to a surge in
nationalism that has helped the
Liberal Party flip the narrative
heading into Monday's parlia-
mentary election, at least In
opinion polls. Foreign policy
hasn't affected a Canadian elec-
tionthis much since 1988, when,
ironically, free trade with the
US dominated the political dis-

course, PM Mark Carney, the
Liberal leader, led in the polls

heading into Monday Until a

few months ago, Conservative
Party leader Pierre Poilievre
was seen as a shoo-in to become
the next PM. The first results of
the polls will come in just after
7pm and 7.30pm EST, when vo-
ting hours end in the four Atla-
ntic provinees, accounting fora
little less than 10% of the
seats in play The vast majority
of results will be released at

9.30pm, when voting ends in

most of the country. The outeo-
me of the election could be
known shortly after these votes
start tobe I‘E]J-Drtﬁ{l. AGENCIES

20 yrs ago 3US preSldents travelled together to mourn a pope Not this time

David E Sanger

th, President George W
Bush landed in Rome to
pay his respects to a deceased
pope, John Paul I1. He was the
first sitting president to attend
a papal funeral. But he was not
alone: He had asked his predec-
essor, Bill Clinton, to ride along
on Air Force One, along with
his father, George HW Bush.
Together, the three presi-
dents sped to St Peter’s Basili-
ca. Kneeling, they prayed side
by side before the pope's body.

- l—‘rwent}r vears ago thismon-

It was a remarkable display
of American bipartisan unity,
the kind of kinshipamong poli-
tical rivals that feels unimagi-
nable today. And things played
out differently when President
Donald Trump landed in Rome
on Friday night to attend Pope
Francis’ funeral. He was acco-
mpanied by his wife, Melania,
and a clutch of senior aides.
But his predecessor, former
President Joe Biden, and his
wife, Jill, flew in on their own.

Considering Trump had re-
cently stripped Biden of his se-
curity clearances and regular-

Farthful attencl Mass fullﬂwmg the Tunemi m‘ Pclpe Franm at the ‘l.l’atman

Z ly denounces him, it is under-

% standable they did not share a
ride to Rome. When former Pre-
sident Jimmy Carter died in
Dec, Trump said he had passed
away “"a happyvman” in the kno-
wledge that “he wasn't the wo-
rst. President Joe Biden was.”
Biden has often talked abo-
uthis Roman Catholicupbring-
ing. Hesaw Francis briefly in [t-
aly inJune, weeks before the di-
sastrous debate with Trumpth-
atled to his decision to drop out
of the race Biden had talked
about returning to Rome to get
the pope’s blessing before leavi-

ng the White House, but he can-
celled the trip because of the
Los Angeles wildfires in.Jan.
Asked on the flight to Rome
whether he planned to talk wi-
th Biden at the funeral, Trump
sounded surprised his predece-
ssor was attending. “It’s not hi-
ghonmy list,” hesaid, “It'sreal-
lvnot.” The contrast was stark.
Bush waseager toensure Clint-
on was partof the full presiden-

tial party Not only did the two

men attend the funeral toget-
her, Clinton sat in on the highly
classified presidential daily
brief onthe flight over. nv7

People paint on a giant wall in
Kyiv to help them relieve stress

that Ukrainian forcesseized in
in Aug 2024. Russian agencies
even quoted Kremlin as saying
that Putin telephoned his top
commanders in Kursk to cong-
ratulate themon “victory” and
the end of the operation to ex-
pel Ukrainian foreces from the
region in western Russia.

Ukrainian officials, howe-
ver, said the fighting in Kursk
was still under way.

Trump said Saturday he

doubts Putin wants to end the
more than three-year-old war,
Only a day earlier, Trump had
said Ukraine and Russia were
“ very close to a deal”. “There
was no reason for Putin to be
shooting missiles into civilian
areas, cities and towns, over
the last few days,” Trump wro-
te in a post after attending the
funeral of Pope Francis at the
Vatican, where he met briefly
with Ukraine President Zelen-
sky Trump also hinted at furt-
her sanctions against Russia.

US secretary of state Mar-
co Rubio said on Sunday that
the coming week would be “ve-
ry critical”, and the US would
need to“makeadetermination
about whether thisisanendea-
vour that we want to continue
to be involved in.” aAcencies

DAILY PLANET

Participants drive vintage cars during a rally in Moscow on Sunday

Dog rescued after
529 days on Aus
island, doing well

miniature dachshund, wh-

ose rescue after 529 days
missing on an Australian island
captured global media atten-
tion, is recovering well, rescu-
ers have said. Valerie the sau-
sage dog's survival story made
headlines after she was rescu-
ed Friday on Kangaroo Island,
about 14 km off the coast of
South Australia state. Valerie
went missing in Nov 2023 when
her owners travelled to the
island. “She's doing really,
really well,” Jared Karran, dir-
ector of Kangara Wildlife Res-
cue, The mission to find her co-
mprised more than 1,000 hours
of searching by volunteers, and
also involved vehicles and “nu-
merous cameras and traps”.

Letter written onboard Titanic
fetches $399,000 at auction

A lettercard penned by one of
Titanic's most well-known sur-
vivors from onboard the ship,
days before it sank, has sold
for 300,000 pounds ($399,000)
at auction. In the note, written
to the seller's great-uncle on
April 10, 1912, first-class passe-
nger Archibald Gracie wrote:
“It is a fine ship but | shall awa-

it my journeys end before | pa-
55 judgement on her.” The let-
ter was sold to a private colle-
ctor from the US, according to
auction house Henry Aldridge
& Son in Wiltshire, England.
The hammer price far excee-
ded the initial estimate price of
60,000 pounds. The letter is be-
lieved to be the sole example
in existence from Gracie from
onboard the Titanic. Gracie,
who was rescued by other
passengers onboard a lifeboat
went on to write “The Truth
about the Titanic. The letter
was postmarked Queenstown,
Ireland, one of two stops the
Titanic made before sinking.

Suspect in Kardashian heist
case plans to admit role at trial
One of the suspects in the arm-
ed robbery of Kim Kardashian
said he plans to take responsi-
bility for his role in the 2016
high-profile heist and will apo-
logise in court as the trial beg-
ins Monday in Paris. Yunice Ab-
bas, 71, who has publicly ackn-
owledged his participation in
the heist, is among 10 suspects
facing charges, including arm-
ed robbery and kidnapping. Ka-
rdashian is expected to testify
in person at the trial. Abbas sa-
id he was unarmed and did not
personally threaten Kardashi-
an, but acknowledged he sha-
red responsibility for the crime.




Automotive segment witnessed
strong rebound in deal
landscape, both in terms of volumes
and values by 27% and 191%,
respectively. The revival was majorly
attributed to over billion-dollar deal
closing in Q1, 2025 in the PE space
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Bill proposing 100%
insurance FDI likely
in monsoon session

New Delhi: The Insurance
Amendment Bill, which
proposes 100% FDI in the
insurance sector, may be
introduced in Parliament in the
Upcoming monsoon session,
sources said. The draft bill is
ready and will be placed before
Cabinet for its approval soon,
sources said, adding, after
Cahinet nod the Department of
Financial Services under the
finance ministry would begin
the process for introduction of
the Bill in Parliament. The
ministry hopes to table the Bill
in Parliament during the
Upcoming monsoon session,
sources said. Monsoon session
usually begins in July. acencies

I NEVER SEE AN
EMAIL UNLESS
IT'S A REPLY

Huawei’s Al chip to
rival Nvidia’s: Report
hina's Huawei Technologies
Co is getting ready to testa
new and powerful artificial
intelligence processor that the
company hopes can replace
some products made by
US-based Nvidia Corp, the Wall
Street Journal reported. Huawei
has approached some companies

about testing the feasibility of
the new chip. eLoomeerc

Netherlands, India
look to boost trade

New Delhi: India and European
nation Netherlands have
discussed ways to boost trade
and investments ties during the
visit of commerce secretary
Sunil Barthwal to Hague. The
visit assumes significance as
India’s exports to Netherlands
are recording healthy growth
despite global economic
uncertainties. acencies

Hybrid MF schemes’
inflow moderates

New Delhi: Hybrid MF
schemes attracted Rs 1.2 lakh
crore in FY25, 18% lower than
last fiscal, owing to market
turbulence in second half of
FY25, triggered by earnings
slowdown and geo-political
tensions. Despite moderation in
inflow, the category has seen
increase in both the number of
investors and AUM. acencies

figure it out

Share of UPI users who
would stop using the service
if a transaction fee is imposed
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Happy developers: 10S stores

facilitate 745k cr sales in 2024

Apple s India Biz Engagement Crosses 32.3L Cr Last Year

Pankaj.Doval@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: [t's not just the
multi-billion-dollar sale of iP-
hones and lucrative exports,
the world's biggest electronics
company Apple has also hit a
jackpot in developer billings
and sales on the 108 app eco-
svstem in India.

The Cupertino-headquar-
tered company hasreapedina
rich engagement through its
appecosystem in India, raking
in $5.3 billion (around Rs
44,447 crore) last year,

This has opened a whole
new frontier for the company
in India, and has seen Apple’s
business engagement cross
nearly 327 billion (Rs 2.3 lakh
crore) in 2024, sources told
TOL This includes around $8
billion of salesof iPhones and
other products such as Air
Pods, MacBooks and iPads in
the local market, $14 billion of
exports(alarge part tothe US),
and $5-billion-plusof appstore
fransactions.

Such has been the intensi-
ty through the India app Store
that Apple’s global CEQ Tim
Cook has termed it a “miracle
for developers in India” due to
the rush in transactions. “The
app store has been an econo-
mic miracle for developers in

APP ECONOMY ON THE RISE

Estimated billings and
{3?,9 %4 —' sales facilitated by the app -_ {Zﬁf ?T
ha x . %) Digital
n-app store ecosystem in India, Goods
Adverti- 2024 {#Er} Services
ik Total: 744,447
38,906 (8%)
Physical Goods
and Services
631 —
f&%} 3,289 4,126 —— 11429 17,431
Ride (M%)  (%%) Food (26%) (39%) General
Hailing Grocery delivery & pickup  Travel retail
Indiaandallaround theworld, developers, without any

and we're thrilled to support
their work,” Cook said as he
commented on the billings
and sales estimates for 2024,
arrived atinastudy conducted
by IIM, Ahmedabad, professor
Viswanath Pingali.

Cook further said., “This
study underlines the power of
India's incredibly vibrant app
economy. And we're commit-
ted to keep investing in the suc-
cess of developers of all sizes
as they build apps that make
an Important impact and en-
rich people’s lives,”

Interestingly, more than
94% of billings and sales fa-
cilitated by the app store In
India accrued solely to the

commission paid to Apple.
Also, the global earnings of
India-based developers tri-
pled over the past five vears
through the engagement on
the apps which are available
across Apple's markets,

On an average, more than
22 million users visited the
India app store each week -
double to what it was three
vears ago. Throughout the
vear, 108 users in India
downloaded apps nearly 1.1
hillion times, which is also
almost double to what it was
three years ago. A signifi-
cant share of the app store
ecosystem in India is driven
by the local developer com-

munity: 38% of the downlo-
ads by users in India in 2024
were for apps developed by
India-based developers. This
represents a 27% increase in
the share of local downloads
compared to five years ago.

Talking about the global
reach, the study shows that
close to 80% of India-based
developers’ app store ear-
nings came from users
outside of the country, and
87% of developers were acti-
ve on multiple storefronts
(countries).

“Throughout the same
vear, users from all over the
world downloaded apps from
developers in India more
than 755 million times thro-
ugh the app store — twice as
many asfive years ago. Many
apps from India-based deve-
lopers have also appeared on
the most-downloaded app
charts in storefronts outside
of India, and apps from In-
dia-based developers were in
the top 100 most-downloaded
appsin70storefronts outside
of India.”

In the last five vears, down-
loads by Indian users have mo-
re than tripled, and earnings
from these users have increa-
sed more than five-fold, the
study said.

External probe: IndusInd’s
derivatives loss at T2k cr

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Indusind Bank
will take a charge of Rs 1,956
crore in the fourth quarter of
FY25 to correct longstanding
discrepancies in its deriva-
tives valuation. The private
lender also plans to hold em-
ployees accountable for the
lapses that inflated its report-
ed profits over several years,
In a disclosure to stock ex-
changes, the bank said that
an independent investiga-
tion, commissioned in March
2025, had confirmed an ad-
verse accounting impact of
Rs 1,960 crore as of March
31st. The investigation report
was submitted on Saturday
and taken up by the board
which met for the purpose on

Lender also plans to
hold employees
accountable for the
lapses that inflated
its reported profits
over several years

Saturday and Sunday The
bank has not revealed the
name of the external agency
which was appointed by the
bank, but sources said that it
was Grant Thornton.

The discrepancies
stemmed from internal deriv-
ative trades between the as-
set-liability management
desk and the treasury, which
used accrual accounting,
while external counterpar-
ties' trades were marked to

market,

asset-liability

aninternal review

The central bank subse- :
quently banned internal de- :
rivatives trades from April :
2024, forcing Indusind to un- :
wind its positions. In March :
2025, the bank warnedof aRs !

1,600 crore pre-tax hit.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Indo-Pak tension, FPIs to
decide trend on D-Street

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Geopolitical ten-
sions between India and Pa-
kistan, inthe backdropof the
Pahalgam terror attack, tra-
ding trends by foreign funds,
guarterly results by compa-
nies in India and the US, and
trading trends in the US mar-
kets will decide how inves-
torson Dalal Street behave in
the truncated trading week.
The volatile nature of In-
do-Pak relations, especially
after the suspected backing
of theterrorists by Pakistani
actors, took its toll on the
market on Friday, pulling the
sensex and Nifty down by
about 0.8% each, while mid
and smallcap stocks were hit
even worse. The day’s selling
also wiped out over Rs 8 lakh

Foreign Investors Inject ¥17k cr In A Wk

FP1 net investments
(¥cr) in equity

Jan, 2025

T
&

Sowrce: NSDL

Nov, 2024

-21,612
15,446
-18,027

-34,574

3973 o
Apnl 25,

56718 s

crore worth of investors” we-
alth. If Indo-Pak tensions
continue and skirmishes at
the border escalate, there co-
uld be more downside to the
market, brokers and traders
said on Sunday.

Surprisingly, foreign
funds are betting big on India
despite the tensions at the
border. In the last eight ses-

sions, foreign portfolio inves. :
tors (FPI=) net bought Indian :
stocks worth nearly Rs 32,500 :
crore, According to VK Vijay- :
investment :
Invest- :
there is a distinet :
trend reversal in FPI strate- :
gy in India. The week will al- :
so see many blue-chip com- :

akumar, chief
strategist, Geojit
Iments,

panies announce results.

India committed to reforms: RBI guv

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Despite rising pro-
tectionism around the world,
India remains committed to
market reforms, according to
sanjay Malhotra, governor of
the Reserve Bank of India.
Speaking at an event orga-
nised by the Confederation of
Indian Industryand the USIn-
dia Strategic Partnership Fo-
rum on Friday Malhotra
pointed to the new liberalisa-
tion measures in defence, in-
surance, petroleum, telecom,
and space.

Stating that market-ori-
ented policies had been a con-
sistent theme across succes-
sive Indian governments,
Malhotra said, “While the
pace and specific focus of re
forms may have varied frc:m
time to time, the commitment
to a more market-oriented ec-

onomic

structure has not

changed,” The governor said
that almost all sectors have
been opened up to 100% for-
eign direct investment in a

come,” he said. He credited
monetary policy for helpingto
tame inflation. “In view of the
benign inflation outlook and
moderate growth, monetary

‘India set for sustainable growth'

While the pace and specific focus of
reforms may have varied from time
to time, the commitment to a more market-
oriented economic structure has not changed.
India is poised to be a dynamic powerhouse of
opportunities, innovation, and sustainable growth

in the years to come
Sanjay Malhotra | rei covernor

phased manner. “Almost 90%
of the FDI isnowundertheau-
tomatic route,” he added.
Malhotrapainteda bullish
picture of India’s prospects.
“India is poised to be adynam-
ic powerhouse of opportuni-
ties, innovation, and sustaina-
ble growth in the years to

policy has turned accommo-
dative,” he said, noting a cu-
mulative 50 basis point reduc-
tion in policy rates this year.
The Indian economy, he
said, had demonstrated “re
markable resilience and dy-
namism”, with average
growth of 8.2% over the past

four years, compared with
6.6% in the previous decade. :
Growth is expected to hold up

at 6.5% this vear despite glob-

al financial volatility Overthe :

past decade, India
climbed from the world's

tenth-largest economy to the :
fifth-largest, and ranks third :
by purchasing-power parity
“Even nominally, we are :
poised to become the third :

economy  shortly” :
Malhotra said. He reiterated :
India’s goal of becoming a de- :

largest

veloped economy by 2047.

On external balances, he :
said India’s current account :
deficit remains manageable :
at1.3% of GDPandthat theru- :
pee has held up better than :
many emerging-market cur- :
India's foreign-ex- :

rencies.

change reserves, he noted,

stood at $686.1 billion as of

April 18th.

This mismatch al- :
lowed Indusind to defer loss- :
es internally while prema- :
turely booking gains exter- :
nally, overstating earnings. :
The bank began internal de- :
rivatives trade between its :
management :
desk and treasury in 2017-18, :
mostly hedging foreign cur- :
rency borrowings in yen and
dollars. A regulatory inter- :
vention in Sept 2023, when :
the RBI tightened derivatives :
accounting rules, prompted :

|CICI Lombard

- to up health biz
Investments,

look at buyouts

Mumbai: ICICI Lombard Gen-
eral Insurance plans to step up
investment in its health insur-
ance business, seeking to close
the gap between its health port-
folio and its broader non-life
market share. The company al-
0 remains open to acguisi-
tions should suitable opportu-
nities arise.

“Historically, we've been
below the industry in terms of
market share. We did not invest
enough in products orondistri-
bution expansion, which is
why our market share has been
at 3% inretail health compared
to our aggregate market share
of close to about 9%." said Go-
pal Balachandran, the compa-
ny’'schief financial officer;

In recent vears, [CICI Lom-
bard has sought to correct this
imbalance by launching new
products and expanding its
salesforce focused on health in-
surance. Though it has surplus
capital, the company is not ac-
tively pursuing acquisitions.
Rather; it is interested in busi-
nesses aligned with sectors
where itis already investing or-
ganically “For example, retail
health, we are investing orga-
nically. So if there are opportu-
nities in the space of similar
kind we are willing to look at
it,” Mr Balachandran said. The
push into health insurance
comes as growth in motor in-
surance, traditionally a strong-
hold for the firm, slows. Ty

India may seek
parity on tech
access in trade
pact with US

New Delhi: India is likely to
ask the US to ease export con-
trols and grant it access to
critical technologies on par
with key American allies like
Australia, the UK, and Japan
under the proposed bilateral
trade agreement (BTA),
sources said.

They added that India may
seek these easing for sectors
like telecom eguipment, bio-
technology, Al (artificial in-
telligence), pharmaceuticals,
guantum computing and
semiconductors.

The country is also seek-
ing duty concessions for la-
bour-intensive sectors like
textiles, gems and jewellery
leather goods, garments, plas-
tics, chemicals, shrimp, oil
seeds, chemicals, grapes and
bananas in the proposed pact
with America. On the other
hand, the US wants duty con-
cessions in sectors like cer-
tain industrial goods, automo-
biles (electric vehicles partic-
ularly), wines, petrochemical
products, dairy, agriculture
items such as apples, and tree
nuts, they said. acemcies

‘Sarvam Al to
build India’s
1st Al platform
In 6 months’

New Delhi: Lightspeed
venture capital-backed Sar-
vam Al will develop India’s
first Al platform in six
months, the company’s fo-
under said on Saturday.
Union minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw announced the
selection of Sarvam Al to
develop India’s first GenAl
platform. “We are confident
that Sarvam’s models will
be competitive with global
models,” Vaishnaw said.
The minister asked for a
timeline for developing the
platform from Sarvam foun-
ders who committed that it
would be done in six months.
Govtwillallocate 400 GPUsto
Sarvam for six months for de-
veloping India’'s own large

language models with 70 bil- "-h...

lion parameters. Tnu
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TIMELESS TREASURES
OF SBI

The Bank of Calcutta was formed in 1806
and was later redesignated as the Bank
of Bengal in 1809 as the first of the three
Presidency Banks. The mighty Bank

of Bengal was the largest in terms

of territorial
jurisdiction, with
branches extending
from Lahore

to Calcutta and from
Nagpur to Rangoon

_

Continuing 219 years of Lngn:y

Amid global headwmds
FMCG cos bet on India

From P&G To Reckitt And PepsiCo, Cos Say
Consumption In Country Remains Steady

REVENUE DECLINES WORLDWIDE

Asmita.Dey@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: For global consu-
mer giants battling business
headwinds posed by tariffs
and sluggish consumer spen-
ding in developed regions
likethe US, wherean uncerta-
in macro environment has
nudged people to cut back on
purchases, India is emerging
as one of their kev growth
markets. From P&G to Reck-
itt and PepsiCo, companies in
their recent earnings calls sa-
id that consumption in India
remains steady, even as some
firms have lowered their full-
vear forecasts due to the glo-
bal backdrop.

“If vou look at markets
like India, we are profitable,
and India i1sdriving mid-sing-
le-digit growth very nicely
We have local production on
the ground, and we have R&D
capability on the ground. The
market gets better every time
we look at it,” said Andre
Schulten, chief financial offi-
cer at P&G, The firm, howe-
ver, did not rule out the possi-
bility of volatility in emer-
ging markets going ahead in
line with the macro develop-
mentsunfolding globally. The
maker of Pampers and Tide
detergent, which expects cur-
rent tariffs to have an impact
of §1-81.5billion, said that cur-
rently the largest US tariff
impacts are coming from raw
and packaging materials and
some finished products sour-
ced from China.

Unilever’s acting CFO,
Srinivas Phatak, said that in

March Qtr 2025 [0 L i giiP) !

Net Revenue Net Revenue
(In S billion) (In S billion)
P&G 19.8 20.2
Unilever 16.8 17
Reckitt 4.90 497
PepsiCo 17.9 18.2
Source: company releases

India, there are no new ma-
croeconomic headwinds and
thatisan “importantelement
to call out”. Govt incentives,
tax relief, and lower food and
oil inflation are potential con-
sumption tailwinds that set
up the market for good
orowth, the firm said.

“I think this is a market
where we'll be unblinking in
our defense. And when we get
our growth engine moving
up, we know how to really ma-
kemoney hereand how really
to drive earnings ahead of
orowth,"” said Phatal. A huge
population and an increasing
shiftfromunbranded to bran-
ded consumption help com-
panies tap into new growth
spaces in India, even though
broader local consumption
has been subdued over the
past few quarters due to tepid
urban demand.

Reckitt said that the com-
pany has seen strong volume
orowth in emerging markets
led by China and India, parti-
cularly in the germ protec-
tion and intimate wellness

spaces. “We fully expect sus-
tained strong volume growth
in China and India and in
other emerging markets as
we go through this vear,” said
CEO Kris Licht.

The company expects Eu-
rope to deliver low single-di-
git growth and North Ameri-
ca to show a low single-digit
decline in Q2, given the wea-
ker consumer backdrop.
“The overall macro environ-
ment has gotten weaker and
has been more volatile than
what we would have seen
when we were guiding for the
front half of the vear,” said
CFO Shannon Eisenhardt.

American beverage ma-
jor PepsiCo. which lowered
its full-vear earnings fore-
cast,said thatitseesIndiaina
“good place”, and the interna-
tional business continues to
be the largest “growth engi-
ne” for the company. Nestle,
which expects importing Ne-
spresso into the US and some
soluble coffee to be impacted
by tariffs, said it will expand
in India this vear.

IN THE

How To Invest
In Gold Through
eaat® The ETF Route

s gold prices inch towards the 71 lakh per

10 gram mark in domestic markets, investors
who do not hold gold or have a low exposure in their
portfolios can buy gold funds or ETFs.

What are gold ETFs? How can one buy them?

Gold ETFs, or exchange-traded funds, are vehicles that allow investors

to take exposure to gold prices without the need to buy or store

physical gold. They are traded on stock exchanges like regular stocks
and their value reflects the performance of gold and investors can buy

them during trading hours. Gold ETFs typically invest in gold bullion,

gold futures contracts, or a combination of both and they aim to track

4. Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and
awareness initiative

For Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
details, etc., please visit the Education and Guidance section on
www.invescomutualfund.com. Investor should deal with only SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under "Intermediaries/Market
Infrastructure Institutions™ on https:/www sebi.gov.infindex.html. For any
grievance [ complaint, please call us on 1800-209-0007 or write to us at
mfservices@invesco.com. Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the
SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.sebi.gov.in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully,

the price of gold as closely as possible. Investors who do not have
demat accounts to buy a gold ETF or find it cumbersome to trade, can
buy a gold fund, which invests in a gold ETF.

What returns have gold funds given ?

Gold has rewarded investors well over the |last decade. In rupee
terms, over the last one year, gold funds have returned 29.25%.
Over longer tenures of three, five and 10 years these schemes have
returned an average annualised return of 21%, 13.98% and 12.26%,
respectively, according to Value Research,

Advantage of gold ETF over physical gold...

There is no storage cost, worries of purity, making charges or chances

| of theft in buying gold

| ETF. It gives you exposure
- to gold as an asset class
- and helps you track gold
. prices at a very low cost,
| Investors can buy either
a gold ETF/fund, or get

- exposure to gold through
- a multi-asset fund that

. buys gold as a part of

its portfolio.

" No. of gold ETFs
. and assets under

. management...

. There are 20 gold ETFs

. that manage assets worth
i 58,887 crore as of March

- 31, 2025 and have 7 million
. investor folios,

~ How much gold
" should investors’
- portfolios have?

- Gold acts as a portfolio

. diversifier a hedge against

. inflation. Wealth managers
| believe investors should

- allocate 10% to gold in

- their portfolios. Given the

. sharp rise in prices, those

. who are low on gold,

. should stagger their

- purchases buying on dips

. or through SIPs. Those with
. an allocation beyond 10%

. could make additional

| investments in equity or

. debt or consider some

- profit-booking and

. reallocate that money in

. line with their asset

. allocation.

: _ —
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BACK ON THEIR PERCH

Liverpool Win Premier League For
Record-Equalling 20th English Title

Liverpool: Liverpool demolished Tottenham
5-1 to clinch the Premier League title at an
impassioned Anfield on Sunday, sealing a re-
cord-equalling 20th English top-flight crown.

Arne Slot’s men stormed back after conced-
ing a surprise early goal to dominate the first
half as the decibel level soared among 60,000-
plus crowd. Liverpool, who can no longer be
caught by second-placed Arsenal, are now
level with bitter rivals Manchester United as
the joint-most successful club in English top-
flight history

Slot's men started on the front foot at an ex-
pectant Anfield after a stirring rendition of club
anthem “You'll Never Walk Alone” in the warm
spring sunshine, The Liverpool fans -- deprived
of celebrating the 2020 Premier League trophy
due to Covid restrictions, ran through their full
repertoire of songs as their team pushed for a
fourth goal in the second half,

Top-scorer Salah scored the goal the crowd
craved, collecting Szoboszlai’s pass before cut-
ting in and blasting his shot into the bottom

L

ue
(1992-93 onwards)

SELFIE SALAH: Mo celebrates with the Anfield faithful

tanda,.
 Charter é‘a

corner. He celebrated by grabbing a fan’s phone 18 Liverpool
before taking a selfie in front of the Kop. i

Deafening cheers of “We're going to win the L9 Arsena
league” and “We shall not be moved” rang out. 9 Everton
The win leaves Liverpool on 82 points, 15 clear 7 panchester United
of Arsenal with jfour games remaining. arp

7 Aston Villa

LIVERPOOL'S ENGLISH Most EPL title wins
TOP-FLIGHT TITLES (20) 13 - Man United

1500-01, 1905-06, 1921-22, 1922-23,

1963-64, 1965-66, 1972-73, 1975-76,

1978-79, 1979-80, 1981-82, 1982-83, 1983-84, NYHAE 1T STRMDR POy
1985-86, 1987- 88, 1989-90, 2019-20 “This is our bread and
butter (pointing to
SUCCESS IN THE PREMIER the 1st Div trophy).”
LEAGUE YEARS -Bill Shankly, LiverrooL

2019-2

The success in 2019-20 finally
ended a wait for domestic

1946-47, 8 - Manchester City

1976-77,

MAMNAGER (1950-1974)

“My greatest

CITY BEAT FOREST 2-0 TO
REACH FA CUP FINAL

London: Manchester City beat Nottingham Forest
2-0 at Wembley on Sunday to reach their third
straight FA Cup final, with goals from Rico Lewis
and Josko Gvardiol keeping alive City's hopes of
avoiding a rare season without a trophy.

Lewis scored inside two minutes when he
was fed by the influential Mateo Kovacic and
given time and space to fire into the bottom
corner and silence the Forest fans.

supremacy that had extended to 30 years as
Klopp's all-conquering team added the Premier
League title to the Champions League and FIFA
Club World Cup trophies to become reigning
champions of England, Europe and the world.

2024-25:. 2 record saualing

20 titles this season.

challenge was
knocking Liverpool
right off their ****ing
perch. And you can
print that.”

-Alex Ferguson,
MANCHESTER UNITED
MANAGER (1986-2013)

in the gameplan for Forest, who struggled to
gain a foothold in the first half.

victory in their record-extending seventh
consecutive FA Cup semifinal means they will
face Crystal Palace on May 17. reuters

Conceding an early goal was certainly not

City comfortably closed the game out and

TITLE BLOW

INTER BEFORE CL TIE

Madrid: Inter Milan's Serie A title
hopes took a massive blow when
the defending champions suffered a
1-0 home loss to AS Roma on
Sunday, giving Napoli the chance to
open up a three-point gap at the top
when they host Torino later on
Sunday. The hosts, who bowed out

of the Coppa Italia o

FOR

n Wednesday

with a 3-0 semi-final second leg
defeat by AC Milan, suffered their
third loss in a week as their treble-
bid risks coming apart at the seams.
Inter need to recover before
Wednesday's Champions League
semifinal first leg at Barcelona.

Rautprs

I just went to run in every direction (after scoring), to join the fans and my team-mates,
this is what we live for; this is why we love football, it brings these sort of emotions.”

i JUiEE Hﬂ““df‘. BARCELONA DEFENDER WHO SCOHED THE WINNER

Barca win Cup, Real lose pride

Catalans triumph in extra-time to win wild Copa del Rey flnal

Seville: Barcelona defender Jules Kounde struck
deep in extra-time to decide a gripping Copa del
Rey Clasico final on Saturday in Seville, earning
his side a 3-2 win over rivals Real Madrid.

The Catalans, aiming for a quadruple this
season, won the first major trophy of Hansi
Flick's reign as coach and a record-extending
32nd Spanish cup in dramatic fashion.

Pedri sent Barcelona ahead at La Cartuja but
two Real Madrid goals in seven second-half min-
utes, from Kylian Mbappe and Aurelien Tchoua-
meni, pulled the Spanish and European champi-
ons level. However, Ferran Torres struck in the
g4th minute to take the game to extra-time and
Kounde drilled home to win it for the La Liga
leaders. “It was a good time to bring joy to our
fans -- we have to enjoy it but without forgetting
the Champions League semis are coming,” Torres
told La 1. Barca host Inter Milan on Wednesday.

“Theyv can make a party - for today; it's OK,”
a delighted Flick, who has won all seven finals
he has coached in his career;, told Movistar,

Substituted Madrid defender Antonio Rudi-
ger was sent off in the final seconds for appearing
to throw an object onto the pitch towards the
referee, and Lucas Vazquez, also replaced, was
dismissed for further protest as Madrid unrav-
elled. "I don’t want to talk about the referee,”
said stone-faced Madrid coach Ancelotti.

He admitted he had no idea about that hap-
pening, with his team out of control. “I don't
know what happened at the end.”
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LOSING IT: Real Madrid players argue with

referee Ricardo De Burgos Bengoetxea

Madrid pride themselves on their ‘senorio’
- gentlemanliness, honourable approach, or
class - none of which was evident during a
frightening weekend for Spanish football.

Madrid's actions before the match and in
its denouement, with Antonio Rudiger, Jude
Bellingham and Lucas Vazquez sent off in a
blizzard of red cards, ripped at the fabric of
the game. Rudiger and Bellingham needed to
be restrained as they confronted the official,
with the former facing a lengthy ban.

For many months Real Madrid have at-
tacked Spanish referees via their official tel-
evision channel, La Liga is still on the line and
they face Barcelona again on May 11, trailing
them by four points, but have not been able to
stop them yet, arp

They There's definitely no excuse for It has been a perfect night.

can't my behaviour last night. I'm To win a title in a game like
handle us this | very sorry for that. Before the final the Clasico against Real Madrid is
year, we've whistle | did a mistake.” always special. The treble is an
proven it." —Antonio Rudiger on X, after attempting to option, but we have to keep
—Lamine Yamal | throw a piece of ice at the referee working.” —Hansi Flick, Barca coach
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Assefa wins
London
Marathon

London: Ethiopia’s Tigst
Assefa shattered the
women's-only world record
in winning the 45th London
Marathon on Sunday,
pulling away from Joyciline
Jepkosgei of Kenya. The
28-year-old Assefa crossed
the finish line in two hours,
15 minutes and 50 seconds.
Olympic marathon
champion and 2024 London
winner Sifan Hassan of the
Netherlands ended third in
2:19.00.

14 Indian boxers advance:;
As many as 14 boxers
moved to the finals of the
Asian U-15 & U-17 Boxing
Championships in Amman.
Nine of the 12 women's U-15
boxers competing in the
semifinals won their bouts
to progress on Saturday.
Komal (30-33 kg), Navya (58
ka), and Sunaina (61 kg)
secured dominant RSC
(Referee Stopped Contest)
victories, while Khushi
Ahlawat (35 kg), Tamanna
(37 ka), Princi (52 kg), and
Trushana Mohite (67 ka)
picked up dominant wins.

Aditi struggles: Aditi
Ashok had a rough time in
the third round, managing
a 5-over par to be placed
tied 74th at the Chevron
Championship in The
Woodlands, Texas. Aditi's
third round included one
birdie, four bogeys and one
double bogey. She is seven
over par for the
tournament.

Lahiri placed T19: Anirban
Lahiri was hit by a triple
bogey as he carded an even
par 71 in the second round of
the LIV Golf Mexico City to
be placed Tied-19th. Lahin
had six birdies, three bogeys
and a triple on Par-5 12th.

Rawal, bowlers shine as
India hammer Sri Lanka
Opener Pratika Rawal
struck a fine half-century
after spinners Sneh Rana
and debutant Shree
Charani starred with the
ball as India outclassed Sri
Lanka by nine wickets in
the rain-hit opening ODI of
the women's tri-nation
series here Sunday.

Brief Scores: Sri Lanka: 147
all out in 38.1 overs (Sneh
Rana 3-31) lost to India:
149/1 in 29.4 overs (Pratika
Rawal 50n.0, Harleen Deol
48n.0, Smriti Mandhana 43).

AGEMCIES

ACTION TODAY

BADMINTON: Sudirman Cup
Finals, 7 am & 2.30 pm (Star
Sports, JioHotstar)
CRICKET: Rajasthan vs
Gujarat, 7.30 pm (Star
Sports, JioHotstar)

TENNIS: Madrid Open, 2.30
pm (Sony Sports)

Zaheer backs ‘leader’ Pant
despite his struggles with bat

Pix: PTI

Gaurav.Gupta@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: A major reason for Lucknow Super
Giants’ inconsistent IPL-2025 campaign has
been the poor form of their captain Rishabh
Pant, who has scored just 110 runs in 10 match-
es at an average of 12.22. His run includes six
single-digit scores, with a top score of 63 against
Chennai Super Kings. On Sunday against
Mumbai Indians, Pant managed onlv a two-ball
four, falling to Will Jacks in L.SG's 54-run defeat.

However, the struggling 27-vear-old re-
celved solid backing from LSG mentor and
former India pacer Zaheer Khan. Dismissing
sunggestions that Pant — bought for a record
Rs 27 crore — is feeling the pressure of the
price tag, Zaheer insisted that Pant “has been
ticking all the right boxes as a leader” and
just needs “something to click with the bat”
to rediscover form.

“I wouldn't relate it to anything like that.
He is a leader, and he has been fantastic as a
leader, which I can vouch for, The kind of effort
he has been putting in to ensure each individ-
ual in the group feels comfortable and heard,
and his planning around everything in the IPL,
has been spot on. As a leader; he is ticking all
the boxes. As a batter, the middle order depends
on Rishabh and I am very confident that the
impact we want from him will come. It’s just
about something clicking,” Zaheer said.

Reiterating that the hefty price tag was
not adding pressure on Pant, Zaheer said,

“I wouldn't relate it to pressure. You have
seen that he is the kind of personality who
doesn’t dwell on setbacks, What happened in
the last game is behind him. He is very opti-
mistic and positive.”

Zaheer emphasised that Pant remains key
to LSG's ambitions, “When you're talking
about a team aiming to win the tournament,
vou look at leaders who can take vou forward.
We've identified Rishabh as that leader. Play-
ers will hit form and lose form — that’s how
the game goes. Now, in the back end of the

Rishabh Pant got out attempting a reverse
sweep to Mumbai's Will Jacks on Sunday

Pant fined for slow over-rate

Mumbai: LSG skipper Rishabh Pant was fined
Rs 24 lakh for maintaining a slow over-rate on
Sunday. “The rest of the members of the
Playing X!, including the Impact Player, will
be fined either INR six lakhs or 25 per cent of
their respective match fees, whichever is
lesser,” IPL said in a release. e

tournament, with pressure increasing, it's
about finding that one innings that can turn
things around for anvone,” he said.

Meanwhile, Zaheer expressed confidence
that pacer Mayank Yadav's pace will improve
as he gets more game time. Returning from a
back injury, Mavank returned figures of 4-0-40-
2 on Sunday, but clocked speeds below his ear-
lier highs of 150-155 kmph. “It was important
for him to complete his full quota of overs and
stay on the field for 20 overs. Execution and
speed will only improve,” Zaheer said.

‘Nehra’s inputs proving invaluable’
Yorking KL Rahul Is Standout Dismissal For Prasidh Krishna

Sabu Cherian
& Arnab Mukherji | TNN

Ahmedabad: In Gujarat Ti-
tans’ inaugural season in 2022,
their bowling attack was led
bv Mohammad Shami, Hardik
Pandya, Lockie Ferguson and
co. Despite Ferguson'’s depar-
ture in 2023 and Mohit Shar-
ma’s subsequent addition, the
franchise came within one
ball of defending the title.
Currently positioned sec-
ond after 46 matches in the
IPL, their strategic focus on
bowling at the mega-auction

when vou're confident, I think
vou would want to play as
many games as possible and
make sure vou contribute to
vour team's victory,” he added,

Against DC in Ahmedabad,
Prasidh’s full-length vorker
dismissed KL Rahul during the
visitors’ high-scoring power-
play; effectively reducing their
scoring rate. It's his personal
favourite. “KL Rahul’s wicket
was my favourite because | was
kind of under the pressure. I
was lucky that the ball swung
very late and got somebody like
KL Rahul,” he said,

has proven successful, with
Prasidh Krishna (16 wickets
in 8 matches) and Mohammed
Siraj (12 wickets in 8 match-
es) leading the charge.

With Kagiso Rabada hav-
ing returned home for per-
sonal reasons and leg spinner
Rashid Khan's reduced wick-
et-taking form, Prasidh has
effectively managed crucial
wickets across all phases of
the game, effectively limiting
opponents’ scoring opportu-
nities. This augurs well for
the Titans as the tournament
enters a crucial stage.

Prasidh, on Sunday, was

highlighting the role of GT
head coach Ashish Nehra in
his impact this IPL season.
“1I was very clear about what
I wanted to work on, made
sure I put in the hours, and
had the right conversations
with Ashish Nehra. One
thing that I've learned from
him is about reading the con-
ditions, the pitch, making
sure you make the right deci-
sions when you're at the top
of the mark,” Prasidh said in
the JioHotstar Press Room
for Race to Playotts..

“All of these things help
vou be more confident. And

The reintroduction of the
saliva rule has benefited bowl-
rs. “It has played a bit of a
part because if vou look at
what the ball does with the
saliva on it, even if it means
that one out of the 120 balls
tears in a little more, that
means you get a wicket that's
an extra dot ball,” he said.
*And if that happens at a
crucial stage when the right
batsman gets out, that means
voul slow down the run rate and
vou get the momentum back.
S0, it has a chain reaction kind
of a thing. And it definitely
helped the bowlers.”

Royals face
uphill battle
against GT

Mandakini.Shalya
@timesofindia.com

Jaipur: Rajasthan Rovals will
hawve little to lose as thev face
Gujarat Titans in their 10th
league match against Gujarat
Titans here on Monday.

Placed at eighth spot in the
table, Royals face uphill battle
against high-flying Titans who
are holding the top spot. But,
as their stand-in captain Riyan
Parag said after the team lost
by 11 runs against Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru, Rovals
‘will play for pride now’.

RR's regular captain Sanju
Samson is not available for the
match as he is vet to recover
from a side strain he picked
during the game against DC.

Royals' top order, featuring
Yashasvi Jaiswal's flair and
13-year-old Vaibhav Suryavan-
shi’s raw potential, is looking
oood, but beyond that, there is
little hope for the hosts, Nitish
Rana’s patchy form, Rivan's
inability to convert, Dhruv
Jurel and Shimron Hetmyer's
inability to finish leave Royals
vulnerable.

The possibility of a fight
against Titans' juggernaut
which includes bowlers like
Prasidh Krishna, Mohammed
Siraj, Sai Kishore and Rashid
Khan, look bleak.

Titans™ top-order, captain
Shubman Gill, Sai Sudharsan
and Jos Buttler, are in red-hot
form. The three have consist-
ently scored runs giving their
team a dream start.

Titans' top

53.90::

batters are averaging 50-plus in
this IPL, scoring 1078 runs,
including 11 50s in nine matches
— the only group of batters to

average 50-plus in this IPL.
=Rajesh Kumar

Gujarat

TV TIME:
730 PM
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Chhangte spurs Mumbai City;
JFC edge NEUFC to make semis

Sourav.M@timesofindia.com

lant-killers Inter Kashi's run in the
GHai inga Super Cup came to a halt at
the hands of Mumbai City on Sunday.

After shocking Bengaluru FC via penalty
shoot-out in the pre-quarterfinals, the expec-
tation from Inter Kashi was sky-high. But
despite all their efforts to continue the dream
run in the knockout tournament, Inter Kashi
succumbed to Mumbai's constant pressure
that resulted in Lallianzuala Chhangte net-
ting the only goal of the early quarterfinal at
Kalinga Stadium on Sundaw

Mumbai City will take on Jamshedpur FC

in the semifinal as

the latter held their

nerves to beat North-
East United FC 5-4 via penalty shoot-out after
the second quarterfinal of the day finished
goalless in regulation time.

There was hardly anvthing to separate the
two Indian Super League (ISL) sides in the
evening game as they matched each other in
almost every aspect — be it defending with
grit or showing profligacy in front of the goal.

ISL Golden Boot winner Alaaeddine Aja-
raie failed to find his goalscoring touch as the
Jamshedpur box was guarded by an ever-alert
Stephen Eze, who was adjudged Player of the
Match for his efforts. Ajaraie’s only notable
effort came in the second half when he was
denied by the near upright from left.

As 90 minutes failed to provide any win-
ner, the game headed to shoot-out.

AIFF

CHHANGTE
CELEERATES

CAS STAYS I- LEﬁGUE TITLE
VERDICT, BUT CHURCHILL GET
TROPHY FROM AIFF

Marcus.Mergulhao @timesofindia.com

Panaji: Sunday threw up more twists and turns in
the battle between Churchill Brothers and
second-placed Inter Kashi over |-League title.

It all started with the Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS) staying AIFF's decision to take away
the three points that were previously awarded to
Inter Kashi. The order asked the AIFF “not to
declare the winner of the |-League 2024-25."

Churchill, however, were crowned {:hampiﬂns
later in the day with AIFF deputy secretary general
M Satyanarayan handing over the trophy to
captain Lamgoulen Hangshing and the medals to
the team members in South Goa. “The AIFF would
like to clarify that due to a holiday in the AIFF
Secretariat, the federation was informed of the
order at a time when the ceremony had already
been concluded in Goa,” it said in a statement.

India lose 1-4
to Denmark In
opening tie

Manne.Ratnakar
@timesofindia.com

V Sindhu and HS Pran-
Pnﬂy suffered straight
game losses as India
went down to Denmark 14 in
the Group D round robin
league match of the Sudirman
Cup in Xiamen on Sunday.
The saving grace for India
was the 21-13, 21-18 victory of
women'’s doubles pair Tanisha
Crasto and Shruti Mishra in
the last match of the rubber.
Dhruv Kapila and Tanisha
Crasto, who started the pro-
ceedings for India, faltered

SUDIRMAN CUP

against Jesper Toft and Ama-
lie Magelund 13-21, 14-21,
Prannoy, who came in next,
worked hard but was not able
to stop Anders Antonsen 15-21,
16-21. In the crucial men’s dou-
bles tie, youngsters Hariharan
Amsakarunan and Ruban Ku-
mar proved no match to the
formidable pair of Kim Astrup
and Anders Skaarup Rasmus-

Bengaluru: Race Dav on
Sunday morning was pleas-
antly cool due to the early
start times, with tempera-
tures around 23 degrees
Celsius. However, high hu-
midity levels, recorded at
approximately 85 percent,
quickly offset this comfort.
The conditions hindered

MARATHON

the potential for record-
breaking performances in
both the men’s and women's
elite races.
Ugandan Olympic Cham-
pion Joshua Cheptegel and
former Youth Olvmpic
Champion Sarah Chelangat
each secured the winner's
prize of $26,000 at the TCS
World 10K Bengaluru.

For Cheptegei, the race

unfolded as expected, culmi-
nating in an exciting finish
on Cubbon Road. He shifted
cears and fended off a
strong challenge in the last

Ugandans Cheptegei &
Chelangat seize the day

Biju.BabuCyriac
@timesofindia.com

two Kilometres from young
Eritrean Savmon Tesfagior-
gis (27:55) to win in 27 min-
utes, 53 seconds.

The event record re-
mained intact at 27:38, as the
multiple Olympic and World
Champion charged to breast
the ribbon even as the Open
10K runners, numbering
more than 20,000, got into
siride for a test of stamina
and endurance.

Abhishek, Sanjivani clock
best timings for Iindia

Abhishek Pal and Sanji-
vani Jadhav finished on top
among Indians.

Abhishek, an Asian
championship bronze me-
dalist in 2023, improved his
10K best to 29:12 to finish
seventh overall. The highly
experienced Sanjivani, who
secured two gruelling dis-
tance running double in
Kochi, was a bit slower than
her last year's winning time
in Bengaluru while retain-
ing the top spot among wom-
en in 34:16.

Ultimately,

sen 7-21, 4-21, At 0-3, Sindhu
was expected to fetch the first
point for India. But the ace
shuttler, who is struggling to
get back to her best, went down
fighting against Line Hojmark
Kjaersfeldt 20-22, 21-23. This is
Sindhu’'s first loss against the
Dane in six meetings.

In the other Group D
match, Indonesia blanked
England 5-0.

ZVEREV, SABALENKA ADVANCE

Madrid: World No. 2 Alexander Zverev was taken to the limit by
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina in a gripping Madrid Open third
round battle on Sunday, progressing 2-6, 7-6 (7/3), 7-6 (7/0).
Earlier Andrey Rublev's Madrid Open title defence hit the rocks
in a defeat by Alexander Bublik. Bublik won 6-4, 0-6, 6-4.

In the women's draw last year's defeated finalist Aryna
Sabalenka fought back to beat Elise Mertens and reach the last
16. Women's world No. 1 Sabalenka progressed 3-6, 6-2, 6-1
against Belgian Mertens, ranked 26th. arp
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Krunal’s all-round show crushes DC

Southpaw’s Heroics With Both Bat And Ball Helg
RCB Beat Capitals By Six Wickets On Dry Surface

Arani.Basu@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: It has been a
while since the world has seen
Krunal Pandya the allrounder,
flourishing. On Sunday even-
ing, on a pitch designed to help
the three Delhi Capitals spin-
ners, he brought out his A-
game that once saw him make
the Indian team. He backed up
his bowling spell of 1/28 with
a tenacious unbeaten 73 off 47
to help Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru chase down 163 with
six wickets and nine balls to
spare here.

At 26/3 in the first four
overs of the chase, Capitals
would have felt their plan to
play on sluggish pitch was
working to a nicety. Then
Krunal and Kohli happened.
With the master of chasing
moderately high totals hold-
ing one end, Krunal main-
tained his composure even as
he looked clueless for the first
25 balls of his innings. It took
two crisply-times sixes - one
off the backfoot over fine-leg
and one down the ground over
long-off -- oft Mukesh Kumar
to open the floodgates for RCB.

Even if RCB weren't run-
ning away with the game,
Capitals were never breathing
easy with Kohli milking the
bowling and Krunal going
about finding the fence at
regular intervals. When Kohli
finally fell for 51 off 47, trving
to hit his first six of the in-
nings. the score was 145 in the
18th over, The duo had set the

stage for Tim David to knock
oftf the remaining runs. It was
clear RCB had targeted Muke-
sh Kumar -- the least potent
option for skipper Axar Patel.
And they ended up scoring 51
off his 3.3 overs.

Earlier, Capitals plaved out
a strange innings by current
[PL standards. Had it not been
for Abhishek Porel's fluent 11-
ball 28 at the top of the innings
and Tristan Stubbs clubbing
34 off 18 at the back end, the
score would have looked worse
than 162/8.

[t was strange on two
counts. Firstly, the Capitals
management has been yearn-
ing for slower tracks at the
Kotla. Secondly, their middle-
order has largely struggled
the most on their home track.
Much was expected of KL Ra-
hul to regulate the pace of the
innings once Capitals got off
to a flver through Porel.

The Capitals batters who
batted between Porel and
Stubbs struggled to maintain
a strike-rate of 100 for most
part of their knocks, Rahul
heing at the centre of it. Ra-
hul’s 41 off 39 balls seemed
even more bizarre as he strug-
gled to find his new-found
power-hitting form for nearly
an hour at the crease.

Eventually, it turned out
that the RCB bowling assessed
the pitch conditions better in
the first half of the match.
The spin duo of Suyash Shar-
ma and Krunal are fast emerg-
ing as one of the more depend-

ON SONG: Krunal
Pandya smashes
one to the fence
during his
dynamic 47-ball
unbeaten 73

AF TATA MEL
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wander

able pairings this season with
figures of 0/22 and 1/28 in
their four-over spells.

Josh Hazlewood and Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar laid out the
template for pacers bowling
on this pitch returning figures
2/36 and 3/33.

3 / 3 Bhuvneshwar

Kumar produced
his best bowling performance
vs Delhi Capitals in the IPL.
His previous best was 2 for 11
at Hyderabad in 2023.

Rajesh Mehta
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TEAM | M|W| L|I'I-ll| NRR |FT5

RCB |10(7 |30 (0521} 14
GT |8|6|2|0|1.104| 12
MI 10/6|4(0|0.889| 12
DC |9|6|3|0|0482]12
PBKS|9 5|31 |0177|11
LSG (10|5|5 )0 |-0.325| 10
KKR |19]1315]1|0212] ¥
SRH |9|3|6|0|1.103] 6
RR [9]2|7)0|-0.625f 4
CSK (9]2|7]0|-1.302] 4

SCOREBOARD

DC: A Porel c Sharma b
Hazlewood 28, F du Plessis ¢
Kohli b Pandya 22, K Nair ¢
Kumar b Dayal 4, KL Rahul ¢
Bethell b Kumar 41, A Patel b
Hazlewood 15, T Stubbs c
Hazlewood b Kumar 34, A
Sharma b Kumar 2, V Nigam
run out 12, M Starc 0 not out, D
Chameera 0 not out; Extras: (lb
1,nb 1, w 2) 4; Total: In 20
overs (RR: 8.10) 162/8; FoW:
1-33, 2-44, 3-72, 4-102, 5-118,
6-120, 7-158, 8-162: Bowling:
Kumar 4-0-33-3, Dayal 4-0-42-1,
Hazlewood 4-0-36-2, Suyash
4-0-22-0, Krunal 4-0-28-1.

RCB: ] Bethell ¢ Nair b Patel 12,
V Kohli ¢ Starc b Chameera 51,
D Padikkal b Patel 0, R Patidar
run out 6, K Pandya 73 not out,
T David 19 not out; Extras: (nb
2, w 2) 4: Total: In 18.3 overs
(RR: 8,91) 165/4; FoW: 1-20,
2-20, 3-26, 4-145; Bowling: Axar
4-0-19-2, Starc 3-0-31-0,
Mukesh 3.3-0-51-0, Vipraj 1-0-
12-0, Kuldeep 4-0-28-0,
Chameera 3-0-24-1.

Result: RCB won by 6 wickets.

Josh Hazlewood,
with 18 wickets
became the

leading wicket-taker in the
IPL — overtaking Prasidh
Krishna's tally of 16.

Royal Challengers
6 Bengaluru have won all

six games away from
home in the ongoing IPL.

Runs tally by
44 Virat Kohli. It
is the highest

by any batter in this IPL.
—Stats: Rajesh Kumar

SKY, Bumrah help MI
seal fifth win in a row

Gaurav.Gupta
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Is 2025 Mumbai
Indians’ year in the I[PL? Play-
ing flawless cricket, MI out-
plaved Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG) by 54 runs to record
their fifth consecutive win,
propelling them to the second
spot on the table on Sunday.

Rising like a phoenix af-
ter a habitually low start that
saw the five-time IPL cham-
pions lose four out of their
first matches, MI raised
hopes of a plavoffs berth,
thus putting to rest the bad
memories of a forgettable
campaign last vear.

It was proper teamwork
that helped MI ecall the shots
in this crucial game. While
the fiery pace duo of Jasprit
Bumrah (4/22) and Trent
Boult (3/20) were their chief
heroes with the ball, the ar-
chitects of the five-time
champions' thumping victory
were the in-form Suryakumar
Yadav (54, 28b, 4x6, 4x4) and
south African opener Ryan
Rickelton (58, 32b, 6x4, 4x6).

Chipping in with vital all-
round contributions were
Will Jacks (29 & 2/18) and
South African allrounder
Corbin Bosch (20 & 1/26).
shrugging off his controver-
sial exit from PSL, Bosch

KK Choudhary

i SURYAKUMAR YADAV

Suryakumar
Yadav posted ten
consecutive

scores of 25-plus in the
ongoing IPL, emulating
Robin Uthappa's feat, which
was accomplished between
May 2, 2014-May 28, 2014,

capitalised on the first oppor-
tunity he got after left-arm
spin ace Mitchell Santner
was ruled out due to a niggle.

Chasing 216, LSG looked
to be in contention till Mitch-
ell Marsh (34), Nicholas
Pooran (27), Ayush Badoni
(35), and David Miller (24)
were in the middle. However,
the peerless Bumrah dashed
any hopes in his second spell.
Brief scores: Mumbai Indians
215/7 (Ryan Rickelton 58,
Suryakumar Yadav 54, Will
Jacks 29; Mayank Yadav 2/40,
Avesh Khan 2/42) beat
Lucknow Super Giants 161 all
out (Ayush Badoni 35, Mitchell
Marsh 34; Jasprit Bumrah 4,/22,
Trent Boult 3/20, Will Jacks
2/18) by 54 runs.
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Class Action: Indian Consumers’ New Weapon

Dipak.Dash@timesofindia.com

relative newcomer in the

Indian grievance redress

system, class action got its

biggest shot in the arm vet

this March when Delhi high
court upheld Central Consumer Protec-
tion Authority (CCPA)'s guidelines bar-
ring hotels and restaurants from charg-
ing patrons a service tax.

Formed during the pandemic after
the Consumer Protection Act, 2019, came
into force, CCPA has made important
interventions through class action, like
refunds for flvers when planes were
grounded during Covid. Class action
itself became available as a legal re-
course to enforce consumer
rights after the Act laid
down provisions for
it, offering protection
for consumers and pro-
viding an avenue for
redress against com-
panies engaging in un-
fair trade practices.

The Act empowers
CCPA to regulate mat-
ters relating to vio-
lation of rights
of consumers,
unfair trade prac-
tices and false or
misleading adver-
tisements that are
prejudicial to the interests
of the public and consumers, and to pro-
mote, protect and enforece the rights of
“consumers as a class”,

CCPA became functional in difficult
circumstances after the first wave of
the pandemic because the consumer
affairs department, which is its parent,
didn't wait for a qu office with staff
and manpower.
It went ahead
with whatever re-
sources it had at
its disposal then.
The move paid off when CCPA made
major interventions through class ac-
tion, such as directing companies to
withdraw misleading advertisements
claiming to neutralise the novel coro-
navirus and ordering refunds for can-
celled air travel.

“Since the idea of establishing
CCPA was to take cognisance and act
immediately when one saw a pattern
of infringement of consumer rights, we
went ahead with it rather than wait for
posts to be created and an office to be set
up,” former consumer affairs secretary
Leena Nandan told TOL.

To begin with, an additional secre-
tary in the ministry was designated
chief commissioner and a joint secre-
tary was appointed as commissioner.
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)

Explains "

With the law finally
recognising
consumers as a
class, the customer
can truly hope to
be queen or king

and National Test House (NTH) were
tasked with technical investigation.

Class Action & Qutcomes

So far, CCPA has passed nearly 150 orders.
Among these are class action cases. Post
the first phase of the lockdown, it took
cognisance of complaints lodged with
National Consumer
(NCH)
large-scale
ending refunds
b} people who had
booked tickets in advance but could not
fly because of the lockdown. Airlines and
ticketing firms had not cleared refunds
despite a Supreme Court order of April
20, 2020. After a series of hearings and
warnings, all the refunds were issued.
Another such intervention came
when it took suo motu cognisance of
misleading advertisements by coaching
centres, claiming success rate and high
rank of students, particularly for civil
service exams, and imposed nearly REs 80
lakh in penalties over two years on two
dozen institutes. It clubbed complaints
lodged with NCH about enrolment fees
they charged by making such claims
and initiated class action that eventually
ot coaching institutes to collectively re-
fund Rs 1.6 crore to the affected students.
That 15 also how it acted against food

delivery platform Swiggy after NCH re-
celved 10,590 complaints of deficiency
of services and delivery of defective or
wrong products. It directed Swiggy to
change its consumer grievance redress
mechanism and ensure faster resolution
of complaints. It took cognisance as well
of 7,938 consumer complaints against
Zomato, with directions to the aggrega-
tor to submit their resolution status.
The directives were passed in Oct 2024.

Also, following a similar CCPA inter-
vention in Dec 2024 — with more than
10,000 pending complaints for service
deficiency, delivery delays, and a slow re-
pair process against the company — Ola
Electric addressed almost all the com-
plaints. Among other important orders
were the recall of non-ISI pressure cook-
ers sold on e-commerce platforms and re-
fund of payments to consumers and a Rs
10 lakh fine plus a directive to withdraw
all misleading ads to Naaptol in 2022.

Where To Complain?

Consumer affairs secretary and chief
commissioner of CCPA Nidhi Khare
told TOI that similar complaints lodged
with NCH are one of the criteria that
trigger class action. “Sometimes, even
a few complaints or sale of an item that
poses a threat to consumer safety can
become the basis for a class action,”
she said.

Hustration:
Uday Deb

“*While complaints can be
sent to CCPA, we encourage people to
lodge complaints with NCH. That helps
us identify a pattern and initiate action
to bring relief to a large section of con-
sumers. The focus of CCPA and NCH is
to strengthen grievance resolution at
the pre-litigation stage without any fi-
nancial burden on the consumer.”

CCPA can also be an avenue for the
executive to step in, as proceedings on
car seat-belt alarm-stoppers showed.
The road transport ministry had ap-
proached CCPA to stop their sale by
e-commerce companies, arguing that
their manufacture and sale was illegal
under Motor Vehicles Act, Amazon,
Flipkart, Meesho, Snapdeal and Shop-
clues have since collectively delisted
13,118 stoppers.

Consumer Rights Get Teeth

The suo motu approach has led to a
marked difference in the assertion of
consumer rights compared to the ear-
lier regime of the consumer affairs
department issuing advisories. Compa-
nies could overlook those and the only
practical option would be to go to the
consumer forum.

Rohit Singh, a member of National
Consumer Disputes Redressal Commis-
sion and former consumer affairs secre-
tary, said, “The establishment of CCPA
marked a transformative moment in
the evolution of consumer rights in In-
dia. For the first time, a dedicated statu-
tory body has been empowered to take

KEY JUDGMENTS

THAT SHAPED CLASS ACTION

Refund On Flight Bookings
During Covid In India

B Post the first phase of the
lockdown, CCPA took cognisance
of the large number of complaints
lodged with National Consumer
Helpline (NCH) regarding pending
refunds for tickets booked in
advance for flights that were
subsequently cancelled.

M Airlines and ticketing firms

had not cleared refunds despite a
Supreme Court order. After a series
of hearings and warnings, all the
refunds were issued.

Misleading Ads By
Coaching Institutes

B CCPA took suo motu cognisance
of misleading advertisements

by coaching
Settlement cost centres
Rs 1.6 Cr claiming high
success rate of

their students, particularly for civil
services exams. The institutes had
to collectively refund Rs 1.6 crore
to the students.

Tobacco Master Settlement
Agreement, 1998
M The case was brought against all

the major tobacco companies by
more than 40 US states.

Settlement cost ;Lntiﬁ}m
$246 hn industry agreed

to pay billions
of dollars over 25 years that would
be spent by US states on smoking-
awareness projects.

Dieselgate: VW emission
scandal, 2015

M Volkswagen's admission about
falsifying environmental claims of

its diesel
Settlement cost  \ohicles
$14.7bn triggered a

wave of

litigation. In 2016, a San Francisco
judge approved a $14.7 billion
settlement with regulators and
nearly half-a-million vehicle owners.

B Other class action suits related
to the same matter are

ongoing in other jurisdictions,
including the UK.

sui0 motu action against unfair trade
practices, misleading advertisements,
and rights violations. This has shifted
the paradigm from reactive grievance
redress to proactive market oversight.”
Ashim Sanyal, COO of Consumer
Voice, added, “It's clear now that if
CCPA functioning is streamlined as an
independent body with its own setup, it
gives the regulatory framework the teeth
it needs to stop business malpractices.”

Birth Of Class Action

The old law, the Consumer Protection
Act, 1983, focused on individual con-
sumer rights and lacked mechanisms to
effectively address unfair trade practic-
es and enforce product liability through
class action. It provided for consumer
forums at the district, state, and nation-
al levels, offering consumers an avenue
to seek compensation for grievances re-
lated to goods and services. But it didn’t
spell out mechanisms for regulatory in-
terventions on behalf of the consumer,

Officials who dealt with the prepa-
ration of the new consumer protection
law recalled that with the dissolution
of Monopolies and Restrictive Trade
Practices Commission (MRTPC) and
the emergence of Competition Commis-
sion of India (CCI), unfair trade practic-
es no longer fell under direct regulatory
scrutiny While CCI concentrated on
promoting fair competition, consumer
issues such as misleading advertise-
ments and deceptive pricing remained
unaddressed. Without class action and
product liability enforcement, it was
difficult for consumers to seek justice
against powerful corporations.

Learning From The US

(G Gurucharan, former additional sec-
retary in the consumer affairs depart-
ment, said the regulatorv gap led to
the legislation of Consumer Protection
Act, 2019. Sources said the idea of CCPA
as a body that could initiate class action
came from a conference where experts
from the US talked about the impact of
class action in their country and how
companies complied with orders.

The US enacted Class Action Fair-
ness Act in 2005, which lets one or more
plaintifts file or prosecute a suit on be-
half of a larger group in federal courts.
Class action results in orders or settle-
ments that treat all class members as
one, even those who are not part of the
suit. Types of class action include se-
curities litigation, school funding, and
consumer product liability cases. Suc-
cessful class action cases often result in
hefty pre-trial settlements.

For filing a class-action suit in the
US, a lawver looks at a case to determine
its strength and then files a complaint. A
judge certifies class action based on the
information provided.

Pak on verge of
split, Balochistan

willbeanew = OVCI l‘HlS]Ilg S

Raj BJP chief reprimands MLA |
logans in mosque

~ aresult of quarrel

Cop: Man shot as

-~ over food qual'rty

Only those on med visas have
until tomorrow to leave India

nation: Goa CM

Murari.Shetye@timesofindia.com

Panaji: Pakistan is on the
verge of splitting into two as
Balochistan makes its final
push towards independence,
Goa CM Pramod Sawant pre-
dicted to a gathering of BJP
workers on Sunday. He also re-
assured them that PM Naren-
dra Modi would *“100% take re-
venge on Pakistan” for the
April 22 Pahalgam attack.

Sawant said that unlike
Pakistan, where the popula-
tion of Hindus had been de-
clining, India’s Muslim com-
munity was growing.

“Muslims staved back in In-
dia after Partition and we have
since seen their population in-
creasing. We have no issues
with them. We are a secular
country. Hindus. Muslims and
Christians maintain commu-
nal harmony and stay together
peacefully in the country™

He suggested Pakistan’s
forced insularity had since
paved the way for another split.
“Bharat was one counitry, After
it was divided, India and Pakis-
tan were formed. In 1971, Pakis-
tan was divided into two coun-
fries, and a new country Ban-
gladeshwas born. Again, anew
country called Balochistan is
likely to be born.”

Balochistan, the largest
and among the more backward
provinces of Pakistan, has
been at war with Islamabad,
with Balochs claiming their
territory was forcibly annexed.

Referring to the attacks on
Kashmiri pandits in the 19905
that led to their exodus from
J&K, the CM said it was only
possible because politicians of
that era tolerated terrorism.
He said Congress was in govt
for almost 60 years but never
took a stand against terrorists.

*Think why they (Con-
gress) are in this situation -
because they have never wo-
rked in the interest of the coun-
try but for themselves. This is
the first time the people of In-
dia have realised it,” he said.

“Maodi is not like them... he
won't tolerate,” Sawant said.
“Govt has already asked Pakis-
taninationals toleave the coun-
try and it will not allow them to
enter India till Pakistan stops
terrorism.” He said three Pa-
kistani nationals who had been
living in Goa on short-term vi-
sas had since left the country,

Times News NETWORK

Jaipur: Rajasthan BJP
president Madan Rathore
reprimanded Sunday party
MLA and Hathoj Dham ma-
hant (head priest) Balmu-
kundacharya after he and
his supporters raised slo-
gans and stuck posters in-
side Jaipur's Jama Masjid
before Friday prayers, trig-
gering tensions in the city's
walled area.

“Those who deliberately
provoke unrest have no
place in BJP Such actsarea
betrayal of our principles
and will be dealt with strict-
Iv," Rathore said, adding
that he had instructed all
party members to uphold
communal harmony and
warned against actions da-
maging public trust.

Tensions escalated after
Jaipur’'s Hawa Mahal MLA
Balmukundacharya and
his supporters stepped onto
the first stair of the mosque
on April 25. A large gather-
ingoif Muslimsformed soon
after, leading to unrest. An
FIR was filed against Bal-

F'mtests intensified Saturday when police lathi-charged demonstrators

mukundacharvaataJaipur
police station on charges of
disrupting religious peace,

Protests intensified Sat-
urday when police lathi-
charged demonstrators de-
manding the MLA's arrest.

Rathore said Balmukun-
dacharva had apologised
and clarified his position. “I
instructed him to prioritise
peace and publicsentiment,”
Rathore said, stressing that
BJP “respects all religions
and their places of worship”
and advising against politic-
ising the matter.

“(Good governance can-

not thrive without unity, We
reminded our representa-
tives that promoting peace
and harmony is their fore-
most duty,” he said, while
urging Congress MLAs Ra-
feek Khan and Amin Kagzi
to work for calm.

Adarsh Nagar MLA
Khan welcomed Rathore’s
action. “I welcome your call
to reprimand him for ac-
tions that undermine the
dignity of a public represen-
tative,” he said, stressing
that all elected representa-
tives must work to maintain
peace and harmony.

PM repeats resolve to punish
perpetrators, their controllers

pContinued fromP 1

o matter which state
V one belongs to, no
A

matter which lan-
guage one speaks, one is feel-
ing the pain of those who
have lost their loved ones in
thisattack. Icanfeel that the
blood of every Indian has
been on the boil after seeing
the pictures of the terrorist
attack,” Modi said as he re-
peated hisresolveto hand se-
verest punishment to the
perpetrators and their con-
trollers. "Tonceagain assure
the affected families that
thev will get justice, justice
will be done. The perpetra-
torsand conspiratorsof this
attack will be served with
the harshest response.”

The PM also said the ter-
rorists and their patrons
were driven by desperation
to reverse the progress
achieved by Jammu and
Kashmirin recent years.

The terrorists and their patrons
were driven by desperation to
reverse the progress achieved by
JEK in recent years, said Modi

“At a time when peace
was returning to Kashmir,
schools and colleges were
vibrant, construction work
had gained unprecedented
pace, democracy was get-
ting stronger, the number
of tourists was increasing
at a record rate, people’s in-
come was increasing, new

opportunities were being
created for the yvouth. The
enemies of the country, the
enemies of Jammu and
Kashmir, did not like that,”
he said. “They want Kash-
mir to be destroyed again
and so executed the heinous
conspiracy.”

He also underlined that
the international commu-
nity shared the anger.

“Angerthat we the people
of India feel, that anger is
there in the whole world. Af-
ter this terrorist attack, con-
dolences are continuously
pouring in from all over the
world. Global leaders have
called me up as well, written
letters and sent messages
too, Everyvone has strongly
condemned this heinous ter-
rorist attack, They have ex-
pressed condolences to the
families of the deceased. The
whole world stands with 140
crore Indians in our fight
against terrorism.”

rContinued from P 1

™ n the night of April 23,
()Gulfam Ali, 27 — who
7 worked at Shahid Al
Chicken Birvani, owned by his
cousin — was closing the shop
when three men arrived on a
scooterr Two of them ap-
proached and greeted him be-
fore oneof them shot himinthe
chest. His co-worker Saif Ali,
20, suffered minor injuries in
the attack. The assailants es-
caped after the shooting.
Hourslater, avideocirculat-
ed online showing Manoj Cha-
udhary, with pistols tucked in
his jeans, alleging he was from
Kshatriva Gau Raksha Dal and
taking responsibility for the
murder. He claimed that he will
avenge the Killing of 26 — inan
apparent reference to the Pa-
halgam incident — with 2600.
Police had earlier dismis-
sed the link of the murder to
any operational Kshatriya Gau
Raksha Dal unit in Agra, add-
ing that the video was “likely a
publicity stunt”. After the ar-
rest, police commissioner Dee-
pak Kumar reiterated the cops’
earlier stance, saying, “The cri-
me seems to have been commit-
ted as a result of a quarrel over
the quality of food served by bi-
rvanisellerafew daysago.”
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J&K MLA slams
govt over killing of
bro of ‘LeT man’

kContinued fromP1

Tuspected  terrorists  en-
Stered the residence, took
him outside, and opened
fire, critically wounding him.
Locals took him toa hospital in
Srinagar, but he died around
2am. “There was no electricity
at the time, making it impossi-
ble for me to identify them,”
Magray’s mother said. Magray,
who was unmarried, is sur-
vived by his mother.

Langate MLA Khursheed
Ahmad Sheikh, brother of
jailed MP Engineer Rashid, ca-
lled for accountability 1 want
to know what govt is doing to
stop such killings. Govt should
take such Killings seriously
Those unknown gunmen in-
volved in his Killing should be
made accountable,” said J&K
Awami lttehad Party legislator:

Police have registered a
case and launched a probe.,

b Continued fromP1

™ ovt had, while revok-
ing the visas, an-

I nounced that the val-
idity of Saarc visa would ex-
pireon April 26, medical visa
on April 29, and all other vi-
sas across a dozen catego-
ries, by April 27. Thus, all Pa-
kistani citizens in India on
these visas were required to
time their exits accordingly.

Sources in agencies man-
ning the Attari ICP told TO1
that 191 Pakistani nationals
had returned to their home
country on April 25 by cross-
ing over to Wagah, followed
by 81 Pakistanis on April 26
and 237 the day after.

The deadlines for 13 or
the 14 categories of visas is-
sued by India to Pakistanis
expired by Sunday Only
those on medical visas have
another couple of days, until
April 29, to leave India.

A security personnel checks the
passports of Pakistani nationals
at the Attari on Sunday

As for Indian visitors to
Pakistan on valid visas, 287
returned to India via the Wa-
gah-Attari land route on
April 25, followed by 342 on
April 26 and another 115 on
Sunday Some Pakistanis
may have returned home
through the air route via a
third country, given that no
direct tlights currently oper-
ate between India and Pakis-
tan, butnodata inthisregard
was immediatelv available.

The home ministry had
last week asked all the states
— both through phone calls
from home minister Amit
Shah to the chief ministers
and during a video-confer-
ence chaired by Union home
secretary  Govind Mohan
with the state/UT chief secre-
taries and DGPs — to identify
all Pakistani visitors within
their jurisdiction and ensure
that theyexitIndia within the
get deadlines. The states/UTs
were also told to ensure suita-
ble action against Pakistanis
who fail to adhere to the dead-
lines, which sources said may
include deportation and pro-
ceedings under the Immigra-
tion and Foreigners Act, 2025.

Under the Immigration
and Foreigners Act, any for-
eigner who overstays the pe-
riod for which a visa was is-
sued to him, could face up to
three vears in jail and/or up
to Rs 3 lakhfine.

Revisions aim at including Indian
traditions into school curriculum

pContinued fromP1

—This marks a shift from
the previous textbook
‘Honeycomb'’, which

had only four Indian writers
among its17 authors,

The new books, which
were released this week, in-
troduce a variety of changes,
including addition of chap-
ters on Indian dynasties, “sa
cred geography”, govt initia-
tives and other cultural as-
pects, aligning with the vi-
sion outlined in the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020
and the National Curriculum
Framework for School Educa-

tion (NCFSE) 2023,
Theserevisionsaimat in-
corporating Indian tradi-

tions, philosophies and local
knowledge systems into the
school curriculum.

The move follows earlier
efforts during the Covid-19
pandemic to streamline the
syllabus, where sections on
Mughals and the Delhi Sul-
tanate, including detailed ac-
counts of dynasties like those
of Tughlaqg, Khalji, Mamluk,
and Lodi, were trimmed. In
the most recent update, all ref-
erences to these historical pe-

riods have been completely
removed from the social sci-
ence textbook.

Instead, the revised social
science textbook ‘Exploring
Society: India and Beyond' in-
troduces fresh chaptersonan-
clent Indian dynasties such
as the Magadha, Maurya,
Shunga, and Satavahanas,
with a strong emphasis on
“Indian ethos”. One notable
addition is a chapter titled
‘How the Land Becomes Sa-
cred’, which explores the sig-

CULTURAL TOUCH

nificance of sacred places
across India and the world,
touching on major pilgrim-
agesites associated with vari-
ous religions, including Hin-
duism, Islam, Christianity,
Judaism, Zoroastrianism,
Buddhism and Sikhism.

The chapter delves into
mm‘eprq like “sacred geog-
raphy”,describingnetworks
of revered locations such as
the 12 jvotirlingas, the Char
Dham Yatra, and the shakti
pithas, as well as sacred
mountains, rivers, and for-
ests. A gquote from Jawahar-
lalNehruaboutIndiabeinga

land of pilgrimages further
underscores this theme.

The revised curriculum
also discusses the ‘varna-ja-
ti' system, noting its role in
providing societal stability
initially, but highlighting
how it became rigid over
time, particularly wunder
British colonial rule, lead-
ing to inequalities.

In addition, the Maha
Kumbh Mela, which attract-
ed around 660 million people
in Prayagraj this year, is
mentioned, though the trag-
ic stampede that resulted in
the loss of 30 lives is not ref-
erenced. The book also intro-
duces content related to
modern-day India, includ-
ing references to govt initia-
tives like ‘Make in India’
‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
and the Atal Tunnel.

A chapter on the Consti-
tution emphasises the im-
portance of national flag, re-
counting a landmark mo-
ment in 2004 when a citizen
challenged the restriction
on flying the national flag at
home. SC's ruling affirmed
that flying the tricolour is
part of Fundamental Right
to Freedom of Expression.
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