Ggn woman’s
headless body
found in Ukhand '

'he headless body of
Jharna Kumari (38), a
Gurgaon woman who had
gone missing nearly a week
ago, was found under a brid-
ge in Uttarakhand’s Udham

Paris St Germain take a big step
towards reaching the Champions

. League final as Ousmane Dembele’s

' early goal seals a 1-0 win at Arsenal in
", a tense first leg of the semifinal, P 18

‘Caste count to be held along
with census, decides govt

Bid To Nullify

Iran executes man convicted of espionage for
Israel and involvement in the killing of a
Revolutionary Guard but activists say he

was sentenced to death after an unfair

trial and a confession obtained by torture, P 16
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Former India shooting coach Sunny
Thomas, under whose tutelage the
sport achieved some historic highs,
including multiple Olympic medals,

Trump, whose admin has insisted it can't bring Kilmar
Armando Abrego Garcia back from El Salvador,

says he has the ability to help wrongly-deported
Maryland man return, but is not willing to

dies after suffering a cardiac arrest, P 19 B[RS0 C R EHETE eR I RIS R Gl ek s o o [

2011 DATA WAS DECLARED FLAWED

Shah hails move, :

Saudi, Qatar urge India,

Pak to defuse tensions

Rubio Speaks
To Sharif, Calls

Phota: PTI

Sara Khan with her 2-week
infant at Attari-Wagah
border. The POK resident

: : e 7 has been living in India since
Singh Nagar district on We- > The last time caste data | > In 1970s, Mandal Commission : -
’ 2017. ‘1 had a C-section, my
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' Rahul Gandhi dubbed it “a solve the situation through > Defence minister Rajnath meeting with security brass,

Reven people, including fo-

in more than 90 years. The Ca-

OBC community It alsosnat- Singh telling LS that the mat-

first step...a bigstep” in chang-

diplomatic means. Rivadh sa-

Singh will represent India at

directs them to crush local

ur of afamily, were killed binet Committee on Political ches a major talking point ter will be considered by the ingthedevelopment paradigm id it was also concerned abo- Russia's Victory Day parade in | support to terror perpetrators
after a wall collapsed on de- Affairs (CCPA) decision sho- from Congress, especially cabinet—butdid notact. while demanding a timeline ut the continued exchange of Moscow on May 9. Russia had » India bars Pakistan
voiees queneing up at Sim- uld also clear the way for the with Rahul Gandhi repeated- During UPA tenure, a so- for completion and abolition fire along the border areas. invited PM Narendra Modi reatstered and ooerated
hachalam temple in Andh- much-awaited census. Iy taking it up and making it cio-economic and caste cen- of the 50% limit on quotas. Gulf countries have re- > PM must not dilly dally =9 ft.incl d.m ilit
It comes ahead of elec- SP chief Akhilesh Yadav : mained in touch with both : ahcratl, nonging myiaty

ra's Visakhapatnam in the
early hours of Wednesday,
Thousands of devotees had
gathered to witness an an-

tions in caste-sensitive Bihar
and amid a govt-opposition
tussle over leadership of the

sus had been done and later,
some states, including Bihar,
Telangana and Karnataka,
have undertaken surveys.

virtually the chief issue in
the opposition's armoury.

At a press conference, [&B
minister Ashwini Vaishnaw

said the move was “a cent per
cent victory” of PDA while
BSP chief Mavawati called it

the Indian and Pakistani lea-
dership in the past few days.
US secretary of state

must take exemplary action
that acts as deterrent: Rahul

» Indian Army asks Pak Army

planes, from its airspace
effective April 30 midnight

REPORTS: P11 & 20

nual event, The wall built numerically predominant said Congress talked about it an “extremely delayed” stepin Marco Rubio called Pakistan =

last week as a barrier aga- and politically significant — with then PM Manmohan »After Bhagwat meet, P12 therightdirection. P10 PM Shehbaz Sharif and isre- HC Stﬂ'ps J&K Cﬂp & Lﬂ“g'r ﬂﬂgE IlmltEd
inst landslides caved in af- ettt ettt et at ettt aseaaes ported to have called forrest- o SL g o oot . .

tera heavy 40-minute down- Fatnb-sid deesrsdation. B SIbllngS deportation strikes on table

pour accompanied by thun-
derstormandgale. P12

5 med students
among 6 dead in
Nellore car crash

]ﬁ‘ive students of a private
medical college died in
an accident on Chennai-
Mumbai national highway

ACB registers case against Sisodia,
Jain in ?2,000cr classroom scam’

Rajshekhar.Jha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: After conducting
an exhaustive preliminary
enquiry, Anti-Corruption Br-
anch (ACB) has registered a
case against former deputy

0f 22,000cr in construction of
12,748 classrooms during
AAP govt's tenure in Delhi

> Case involves alleged scam

1 BASELESS CASE AFTER ANOTHER: AAP

In a statement,
AAP says it is
clear that BJP
govt is incapable
of doing any real

US economy
shrinks 0.3%

in first quarter

"I"he US economy contrac-

ted at the start of the ye-
ar for the first time since
2022 on a monumental pre-
tariffs import surge and
more moderate consumer
spending, a first snapshot
of the ripple effects from

bio was also expected to call
foreign minister S Jaishan-
kar late on Wednesdaw.
According to Business Re-
eorder, Sharif eriticised what
he termed as India's “escala-
tory and provocative behavio-
ur” and said such actions co-
uld undermine Pakistan's co-
unter-terrorism ops.

»Diplomatic means, P 12

&K HC halted Wednesday

the deportation of a police
head constable and his eight
siblings to Pakistan, ruling
they are primafacie residents
of the UT, reports Naseer
(Ganai. Ifthkar Ali, who's be-
en with J&K Police for 26 ve-
ars, challenged the deporta-
tion notice in court and pre-
sented revenue documents to
support hisclaim. P11

s the PM-led CCS met
"\ Wednesday, among the
military options being consi-
deredistheuseof long-range
weapons for limited punitive
strikes against Pakistan wit-
hout crossing LoC. “It won't
be a knee-jerk response but a
calculated, credible and cali-
brated one under the thres-
hold of a full-fledged con-
flict,” an officer said. P20

in Andhra’s Nellore district CM Manish Sisodia and ex- ;:Egﬁ;salﬁﬁjﬁgf work. :ﬁ||thE}f President Donald Trump’s 1 4 k'll d < bl t

on Wednesday when the car minister Satyendar Jain, al- 2860 5cr. with contract vakies know is to file one trade policy. Inflation-ad- 1 e aS maSSIV6 aZe urnS
being driven by one of them leging corruption in the ::allilti. 17% to 90% baseless case after justed gross domestic pro-

rammed ashopand a house construction of classrooms. i ng by = . Py another against duct(GDP)decreased anan- -

at high speed. Another stu- The investigation allegedly due to ‘richer specifications' EEUELEEE Manish Sisodia nualised 0.3% in the first 0 ata Ote lnto gas C al I l er
dent is eritical. A man, 50, reveals a scam of Rs 2,000 cro- > Work worth 342.5cr allegedy executed  and other AAP quarter, well below average

who was inside the house re in the construction of over without proper tenders in five schools functionaries’ growth of 3% in the prior Kolkata: A six-storey hotel

died. The six second-year
MEBRS students were retur-
ning to Nellore after atten-
dingafunction. P10

Forces fly tricolour
at ‘Maoist hill’ top

fter a nine-dayv op era-

tion, Chhattisgarh govt
sources said security forces
had cleared a portion of the
Maoist bastion at Koragutta
Hills in Bijapur and reclai-
med the hilltop, hoisting the
tricolour there at 5,000 feet.
However, top Maoists — Hid-
ma, Deva & Damodar — ma-
naged to flee. INSIDE JACKET

3 P10s found dead

athomeinUS

g I "hree Indian-origin people
were found dead after a
shooting at a home in Was-

12,000 classrooms during
AAP govt’s tenure in Delhi.

The ACE has invoked the
Prevention of Corruption
Act against the accused besi-
des [PC sections 409 and 120B
pertaining to criminal bre-
ach of trust by a public ser-
vant and hatching a criminal
CONnspiracy.

ACB chief, joint commissio-
ner Madhur Verma said that a
comprehensive investigation
was under way to unearth the

19-yr-old dies in

‘escape bid’ from
police vehicle;

family cries foul

A\ 19-vear-old youth was fo-
und dead under myste-
rious circumstances. Ravi
Sahnialias Ravi Kalivaand

conspiracy and fix the role and
culpability of the accused mi-
nisters besides ‘known/unk-
nown govt officials and cont-
ractors’, The ACB is likely to
summon the accused and move
forarrestsinthecaseattheear-
liest, sources confirmed.

The construction of semi-
permanent structure classro-
oms with a30-yvear lifespan was
allegedly done at a cost equiva-
lent to RCC classrooms with a

Tovear lifespan. resulting in
no apparent financial benefit,
the probe revealed. The project
was reportedly awarded to
contractors associated with
AAP without following due
procedure. “Significant devia-
tions and cost escalations were
observed, andnotasinglework
was completed within the
prescribed time period.

» ‘Consultant hired...’,P5

Digital access part of
fundamental right to
life and liberty, says SC

New Delhi: Ruhm, that right
to digital access is an intrin-
sic part of the fundamental
right tolifeand liberty, Supre-

"IN THE coURTS |

> In a 4:1 majority ruling, 5C
says courts can modify arbitral

two years, according to
govt's initial estimate pub-
lished Wednesday. P17

|0C pauses oil
sourcing talks
with Rosneft

] ndia’s largest oil refiner-fu-
el retailer IndianOil has
hit the pause button on talks
for a term deal for sourcing
oil from Russia's Rosneft
amid New Delhi’s efforts to
ramp up energy imports
from the US with the aim of
reducing its trade surplus.
In another development, In-
dian0il signed a five-vear
gas contract valued at $1.4
hillion with global energy
trader Trafigura for LNG
at prices benchmarked to
Henry Hub (USrates). P17

nestled within central Kolka-
ta’s congested Mechhua who-
lesale fruit market caught fire
on Tuesday evening, quickly
turning into a gas chamber
that killed 14 people trapped
inside, 13 of them guests.

All the victims, barring a
staffer who jumped to his de-
ath in a bid to escape the smo-
ke and another who suffered
fatal burns, died of asphyxia-
tion, officials said. Three of
the deceased were from a Che-
nnaifamily that had returned
the previous night froma holi-
day in Darjeelingand Sikkim.

Malfunctioning smoke
detectors and sprinklers in
the 42-room Rituraj Hotel
with 88 guests accentuated

Jatin Kumar

BIG DI LLI HAAT FIRE GUTS MANY STALLS

Scores of stalls were gutted & goods worth several crores lost after
a fire swept through INA Dilli Haat Wednesday evening. It took 15
fire tenders to tackle the blaze. No casualties were reported | P 2

how unsafe the building was,
police said. The hotel had be-
en allegedly functioning over
the past three years without

Man killed, dumped in
drain in city road rage

the stipulated NOC from fire
services department. tww

> Windows sealed, P 11

Bail for B'desh
monk, but govt
opposes release

hington, according to local his friend Vikas alias Maj- me Court on Wednesday said awards | INSIDE JACKET I = Times News NeTwork

media reports. The incident nu, both residents of Sam- itisaconstitutional imperati- _{ . ] KhEII‘I'(ﬂ, DfﬁCEI‘ SUV DRIVER HELD l yangladesh high court gr-
took placeon April24inNew- © alka, were being taken by { ve for the Centre and its aut- | > Delhi court gives bail to h d red 57 New Delhi: A body thatwas | » CCTV footage shows biker Janted Chinmoy Krishna
castle. While deaths of police for questioning after : horities to bridge the digital | gangster, cites violation of wio endau discovered inadraininRan- | interacting with SUV driver. Das, a Hindu monk, bail on
Shwetha Panyam and Dhru- © a weapon was allegedly re- | divide faced by large sections | his constitutional rights | P 2 tra“sfers retires holaon April27turnedoutto | giker identified as victim Wednesday, five months af-
va Kikkeri were ruled as ho- covered from them. of the countrv’s rural popula- > In relief for Nitin Gadkari, ) be that of amotorcyclist mis- Jagvinder Singhania by wife ter his arrest on charges of

micide, Harshavardhana di-
ed by suicide, they said. P16

Court relief for
Sherwood principal

lﬁ“inding “no negligence”

on theirpart, adistrict co-
urtin Nainital hasacquitted
Sherwood College principal
Amandeep Sandhu and two
staffers in the case of the de-

However, Ravi Sahni di-
ed on the way tolockup inso-
uthwest Delhi's Kapashera,
police said on Wednesday,

Cops sald the yvouth and
his friend jumped from the
police vehicle to escape and
sustained injuries in the
process. However, their fa-
milies alleged that the two
were beaten by police, lea-
ding to the death of one of
them in custody.

tion, senior citizens, econo-
mically weaker communiti-

P EDIT: Service Guarantee

es, linguistic minorities and
differently-abled persons.

SC passed a slew of direc-
tions to revise the current
KYC process for visually- and
hearing-impaired users, and
todevelop alternative formats
—Including Brailleand voice-
enabled services — to ensure

SC junks SLPs on his 2019
election win | INSIDE JACKET

» HC steps in, officer gets
promotion a day before
retirement | INSIDE JACKET

» HC: Axe civil judge who
acquitted man without writing
order | INSIDE JACKET

» SC seeks Centre's response
on alleged illegal clinical trials
in Guj hospital | INSIDE JACKET

] [zu‘yana bureaucrat As-

hok Khemka retired
from service Wednesday af-
ter a career marked by an
astonishing 57 transfms
Khemka's de-
cision in 2012
to cancel a
controversial
Gurgaon land
deal involving
Robert Vadra
& DLF cemented his reputa-

singsince April13. Police say
Jagvinder Singhania, 40, a
resident of Gopal Nagar, was
allegedly bludgeoned to de-
ath by a motorist who con-
fronted him after a collision.

Police have since arrested
the accused, Eohit Kumar
Singh, 28, who works as a cas-
hier in Vasant Kunj. Inquiry
revealed that Singhania was
on his way home when his
motorcycle lightly brushed

» Carrying his helmet and
bag, biker then enters SUV

» Singh plies Singhania with
alcohol before murdering

him. He is later arrested

der the pretext of reaching a
“settlement”, Singh allegedly
persuaded Singhania for a
discussionoveradrink, After
Singhania got intoxicated,
Singh allegedly struck him

defaming the national flag.

Hours later, Bangladesh
govt filed a petition seeking
a stay on his release. The
pleaisscheduled tobe heard
on Sunday, reports Ahsan
Tasnim. The court issued
its verdict following the fi-
nal hearing on Das's bail
application in a sedition ca-
sefiled on Oct 31, 2024,

The monk was arrested
at Dhaka airport on Nov 25

ath of a Nepalese student in Police denied beating accessibility for all, reports > Live-in partners can claim tion as a stickler for rules. against Singh's SUV, causing  with a heavy stone and dum- A Chittagong court jailed
2014, Earlier, a lower court anyone and also claimed to Amit Anand Choudhary. domestic violence relief, says Heretiredasadditional chi- some liquor bottles in the ve-  ped his body inadrain. him after rejecting his bail
had sentenced them to two have footage showing the Mumbai court | INSIDE JACKET ef secretary of transport hicle to break, which repor- plea. Another bail petition
vears in jail. INSIDE JACKET duo tried to flee custody. P6 b Equitable, P 11 dept. INSIDE JACKET tedly led toan altercation. Un- was denied on Dec11. P16

students at risk again

Paﬁdlgarﬁ victim’s daughter who saw
carnage, clears ISC with 87 % marks

»CCTV footage,P 4

T m———— YTS’

jail for daughter’s murder

Father loses girl's
interim custody
over home food

nternational students in Lalmohan Patnaik | tnn
I the US whose SEVIS re-  Palestinian student Dwaipayan.Ghosh 5 LAST SEEN THEORY Qupreme Court has stopped
cords were recently re- @timesofindia.com - Cuttack: Orissa high court » HC overturns Raiendra a man from getting the in-
instated mayonceagainfind fr'EEd on ﬂﬂl.ll't ﬂl‘dEl’ E acquitted Tuesday a 69-year- Jain's conviction ﬁlling that terim custody of his eight-ye-
themselves in trouble due to l'}alestine-hnrn Columbia Kolkata: Subhangi Guha ) old man servingalife term for circumstantial E';‘HEHI:E ar-old daughter for not being
anew internal memo issued University student Moh- had to watch her father Samir the 2005 murder of his 19-ye- fails to conclusively able to provide home-cooked
by Immigration and Cus- senMahdawiwasreleased af- Guhashot dead before hereyes ar-old foster daughter due to establish his quilt food even for aday during the

toms Enforcement (ICE), re-
ports Lubna Kably.

Charles Kuck, founding

partner of immigration law
firm EKuck Baxter, explains,

tera US judge ruled he be free
on bail to challenge the admi-
nistration’s move to deport
him for joining pro-Palestini-
an protests. The release is se-

during the terrorist attack in
Pahalgam on April 22. The
trauma left her
numb. But just
| days later, 17-ve-

insufficient evidence. It orde-
red his immediate release un-
less required inanother case.

Rajendra Jain, impriso-
ned for over 19 vears in Sam-

» Says ‘last seen’ theory

is unproven, blood-stained
trouser allegedly recovered
was not shown to belong

fortnight stay with him, re-
ports Dhananjay Mahapa-
tra. Kerala HC had ordered
the daughter to stay with the
estranged parents alternati-

“ltturnsoutthat ICEdidnot enasasetback for Trump’s ef- ar-old Subhangi balpur jail, was convicted in Eﬁiﬁﬁ?gm’eﬂﬁwm vely forl5days inamonth. Af-
‘unrevoke’ the SEVIS regi- forts to deport pro-Palestini- has found rene- 2006 for allegedly stabbing especiailysgince aum;:lsy » Mom can't be accused of
stration to the date ot their anforelgn students. P16 wed resolve 10 o4 jants celebrate the ISC results in a Lucknow school Pinky multiple times while |, jac oyt sexual assault abducting kid, INSIDE JACKET

mess up (date of termina-

honour her fat-

shewasalone attheirhomein

Jharsuguda district. A trial
court had sentenced him to li-
fe in prison on Nov 28, 20086,

ter interacting with thechild,
SC found several reasons —
girl not getting home-cooked

a goal her father championed.
Her mother Sabari Guha ad-
ded: “Herdreams, she feels, will

cal science pulled her average
down, “I want to study psycho-
logy honours at Loreto Colle-

Rajendra allegedly fled from
his home and surrendered at
Brajrajnagar police station

her’s dreams for her: A student
of the arts stream, she recei-
ved her ISC (class 12) results

of statusduring that time.”
SEVIS is a web-based sy-
stem maintained by US aut-

tion of the record). Thev re-
instated it as of April 24
That means these interna-

tional students now have a horities to track and moni- Wednesday, scoring 87%. ge," she said at her family's be fulfilled once she concentra- Pinkvandhernewlywed hus- onJan 2, 2006. He had been in- food, separated from her
gap in their SEVIS records, torforeignstudents. Though she had aimed for SakherBazarhomeinKolkata., tesonherhighereducation.” band were living with Ra- ecarcerated since. brother, & no one except dad
which, according to ICE's over 90%, lower-than-expected Subhangi said she has cho- : jendra and his wife Manju — for company — for quashing
new policy renders themout  »New memo, P 16 marks inpsychologyandpoliti-  sen tofocus on hereducation—  » ‘Don't spread...’, P 11 her foster parents at the time.  »Prosecution failed, P 11 the HC order. INSIDE JACKET
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FORECAST» Cloudy sky. Max and min temperatures on

Thursday would be around 37°C and 26°C

MOONRISE 9.29AM (FRI)
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Girls outshine boys in CISCE results
— in and outside Delhi | 8
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Reasons for arrest not
communicated, court
erants bail to gangster

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A Delhicourt has
granted bail to a gangster; ob-
serving that his constitutio-
nalrights were violated dueto
the failure to inform him of
his arrest grounds.

The court of additional ses-
sions judge Sumit Dass outli-
ned police obligations regar-
ding arrest communication
whilst considering the bail app-
licationof AtaUrRehman, who
stands accused in the 2023 Ti-
har Jail murder of rival gangs-
ter Prince Tewatia. However,
the offence/the consequence of
the offence remains as it is for
which theaccused shall face tri-
al or continue to face trial, the
court stated in its April 15 order.

According to prosecution,
Rehman, wholeads asouth Del-
hi gang, faces multiple murder
charges, including the 2018 kil-
ling of a BJP councillor’'s brot-
her. Delhi Police’s Special Cell
arrested him in 2021 following
a police encounter. Tewatia,
the deceased, was a rival gang
leader in south Delhi.

In April 2023, Tewatia was
killed with a sharp weapon du-
ring a vielent clash between ri-

val gangs inTihar Prison’s Jail
No 3. Rehman stands as a pri-
mary accused. The case conti-
nues with charges framed aga-
inst Rehman and other co-ac-
cused inmates.

The court criticised a ma-
oistrate court’s order that did
not document arrest memo de-
tails during remand procee-
dings. This stage was deemed
vital for verifyving whether ar-
rest grounds were properly
communicated to the accused.

The defence counsel high-
lighted that a primary basis for
secking bail was the authoriti-
es’ failure to inform the accu-
sed about his arrest reasons.

The court said, “In the app-
lication seeking formal arrest
and police custody, in the order
passed by the court - at all the
places there is nothing which
could give a solace that the
constitutional mandate incor-
porated in the CrPC has been
adhered to”. It expressed con-
cern over both the investiga-
ting agency's and magistra-
te’s failure to follow legal re-
quirements regarding arrest
crounds documentation.

Rehman furnished a per-
sonal bond of Rs 50,000,

Losses Could Run Into Crores As Fire
Guts Scores Of Stalls At INA Dilli Haat

DEVASTATED: 15 Fire Tenders Deployed At Scene To Tackle Blaze; No Casualties Reported
REDUCED TO ASHES

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: A massive fire
broke out at Dilli Haat, a po-
pular open market in south
Delhi, on Wednesday eve-
ning. There were no human
casualties but several stalls
were gutited and goods worth
crores of rupees were lost,

Delhi Fire Service recei-
ved a call at 8.55pm, upon
which 15 fire tenders were
sent to the spot at INA
Market. Police also rushed
there. A massive plume of
thick smoke billowed into the
sky, entrancing the people
who shared photos and vide-
0s on social media. Ac-
cording to a fire officer, the
blaze spread quickly due to
the presence of ample com-
bustible material.

Stalls that were gutted
include the ones of Kashmiri
businesses selling pashmina
shawls.

The market, which hosts
craftspeople from across the
country and offers cuisines
fromdifferentstatesof India,
is learnt to have suffered a
huge loss. “Around 30 stalls
have been reduced to ashes.
Firemen are still trying to ex-
tinguish the remaining
flames,” said a shopkeeper
who broke down while tal-
king about the huge loss he
had incurred.

Altaf, a worker at a handi-
craft shop, recounted the ter-
rifying moment when he first
learnt of the blaze. He said he
was packing up for the day
when he suddenly heard peo-
ple screaming about a fire.
“Initially I thought it was a
minor blaze, but within mo-
ments, large flames erupted
and panic spread everyvwhe-
re," hesaid, adding that there
was chaos and devastation.

Mohit also gave his acco-

unt, describing the situation
as “horrific”. He learnt that
the fire started near Gate No.

2 and quickly spread. “There
were still many people in the
market at the time. The wind

made things worse,"” said Mo-
hit. He said that emergency
services arrived, but the fire
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DELHI ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION
Viniyamak Bhawan, C-Block, Shivalik,
Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110 017.
Website: www.derc.gov.in. Telefax: 41080417

PUBLIC NOTICE

Inviting comments/suggestions/objections on Draft
Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission (Supply
Code and Performance Standards) (Seventh
Amendment) Regulations. 2025

Pursuant to the directions received from the Govt, of
MNCT of Delhi under Section 108 of the Electricity Act, 2003, the
Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission, in exercise of the
powers conferred by Regulation 87 of the Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission (Supply Code and Performance
Standards) Regulations, 2017 and all other powers enabling itin
this behalf, hereby proposes to amend the Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission (Supply Code and Performance
Standards) Regulations, 2017,
The said Draft Regulations are available on the website of the
Commission l.e. www.derc.gov.in.
Stakeholders are requested to forward their suggestions/
comments/objections on the Draft DERC (Supply Code and
Performance Standards) (Seventh Amendment) Regulations,
2025 to the Commission, within 15 days from the date of
publication of this Notice. The comments/ suggestions/
objections may be forwarded to Secretary, DERC either by post
on the address given above or through email to
secyderc{@nic.in.
Dated:28.04.2025
DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0029/25-26

Rajesh Dangi, Secretary

intensity of the fire and cha-
0s at the entrance, the fire te-
ams had to enter tfrom the re-
ar of the market. “We began
dousing the flames from four
to five different spots,” a fire
officer revealed. “The wind
was a major hindrance to our
operations, pushing the
flames further and faster
than expected.”

The officer also pointed
out that the area contained a
significant amount of com-
bustible material such as wo-
od, cloth and plastic which
acted as fuel and intensified
the fire. The officer, however,
gave the happy news that no-
body had suffered injuries.
“The blaze was controlled
within an hour. The scale of
loss of property will be deter-
mined after the cooling ope-
ration gets over,” he said.

Chief minister Rekha
GuptasaidthefireatDilli Ha-
atwas “unfortunate™ but was
oerateful that the teams of fi-
refighters had brought the in-
ferno under control. “No ca-
sualties have been reported
so far. We are closely monito-
ring the situation and ensu-
ring all necessary assistance
to those affected,” she posted
onsocial media platform X.

Dilli Haat is a popular pa-
id-entry, open-air market and
craft bazaar in south Delhi,
managed by the Delhi Tou-
rism and Transportation De-
velopment Corporation.
Spread over siX acres across
the road from INA Market,
the crafts and cuisine comp-
lex features thatched cotta-
ges and kiosks that evoke a
villageatmosphere. Whileso-
me shops are permanent,
others crop up at various ti-
mesof the vear, In Sept 2019, a
fire had broken out late at
nightatthemarket. Arounda
dozen fire tenders brought
the blaze under control in
about an hour.

Photo: Jatin Kumar

had already caused extensive
damage by then.

Around 80 firefighters
were deploved to tackle the
massive blaze. Due to the

%] AMARAVATI DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED (ADCL)

: [GIN Humbesr ; US3000AP301556LT05535), Email © cedme. amaravali@gmail com
B4-15-1. Venkateswara Magar, Ring Road, Vijayawada, NTR Dist, Andhra Pradesh-520008.

Request for Proposal

NIT No. 214/ADCL/IPD/2025 (2nd Call) Dated: 30.04.2025

Request for Proposal for Appointment of Consultant for Preparation of Detailed
Project Report (DPR) for Amaravali Iconic Bridge over River Krishna, Connecling
NH-65 (Mear Mulapadu) to N13 Road of Amaravati Capital City, Andhra Pradesh.

The RFP can be downloaded on AP e-procurement portal from 01.05.2025 o
15.05.2025 up to 15.30 Hrs. Due date for submission of Bid is 15.05.2025 up to 16.00
Hrs, Technical Bid opening is on 15,05,2025 @16.30 Hrs. For further details please
refer to www.apeprocurement.gov.in and www.adclin

Sd/- Chairperson and Managing Director, ADCL, Vijayawada

(?{5 (-1 8 Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Regd. Office : PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patiala-147001
Corporate Identity No. U40109PB20105SGC033813
Website : www.pspcl.in Phone No.- 96461-18774,

Email id :- semeteringpatiala@gmail.com
Tender Enquiry No. MQP-248/2025-26/PO(M) dated 28.04.2025
Chief Engineer/Metering, C-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala invites
e-tender for Procurement of LT Ring Type, Resin cast, Metering Current
Transformers (CTs) of ratic 100/5A, 200/5 and 400/5A of Accuracy

Class-0.55 conforming to 15: 16227 Part-| & Il with latest amendments.
For detalled NIT & tender specification please refer to
https:/leproc.punjab.gov.in from 28,04 2025, 11:30 AM onwards,
Note :- Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at

https:/leproc.punjab.gov.in
C-320025 DPR/PD. 761561204 191/2023/4 3058

THE SPECIAL OFFICER AND COMPETENT AUTHORITY,

(UNDER KPIDFE - IMA & OTHER SCAM)
3rd Floor, Podium Block, V.V Tower, Dr. Ambedkar Veedhi, Bengaluru-560001

NOTICE/INVITATION FOR E-AUCTION FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

Pursuant to attachment of Immovable properties by the Government under the provisions of the Karnataka Protection of
Interest of Depositors in Financial Establishments Act, 2004 (KPIDFE Act) and pursuant to the absolute attachment order
by the Hon'ble Special Court, the Special Officer & Competent Authority is issuing notice for e-auction of the immovable
property through e-auction on 'as is where is and whatever there is basis'.

The intending bidders will be required to furnish Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) (as mentioned against each auction in the
e-porial provided by the Service Provider/Karnataka Public Procurement Portal anly).

Short Description of the Immovable Property

Properties are free of all encumbrances and are in the name of Competent Authority appointed by Government and confirmed
by the Special Court under KPIDFE Act, 2004. (Khata stands in the name of Competent Authority and Auctioning Authority)

No.

Sl. DETAILS OF THE SCHEDULE PROPERTY
(Clear Title by Court in order No. MISC No. 692/2019)

Minimum Bid
Price (Rs)

Bid Increase

EMD (Rs) | “vajue (Rs)

MNo. 2/3, PID No.78--8, Spencer Road, Frazer Town, Bangalore-05, measuring East to West 52.6 ft and North to
1. | South 38t aggregating 1998.8 Sq.ft, (Ground + 4 Floors) Location: https://maps.app.goo.gl/GSRABLClotsY6jpdA

(a) | Ground Floor, Flat No.GF-01, UDS-399.67, SBA- 1602 Sq.ft 1,70,00,000/- | 17,00,000/- | 1,70,000/-
(b) | 1stFloor, FlatNo. FF-01, UDS-399.76, SBA-1602.50 S ft 1,72,00,000/- | 17,20,000/- | 1,72,000/-
(c) | 2nd Floor, Flat No. SF-01, UDS-399.76 , SBA-1602.50 Sq.ft 1,74,00,000/- | 17,40,000/-| 1,74,000/-
(d) | 3rd Floor, FlatNo. TF-01, UDS-399.76 , SBA-1602.50 Sq.ft 1,71,00,000/- | 17,10,000/- | 1,71,000/-
(e) | 4th Floor, FlatNo.FRF-01, UDS-399.76 , SBA-1602.50 Sq.ft 1,71,00,000/- | 17,10,000/- | 1,71,000/-

Date of Pre-bid meeting & time and Place

Date of Inspection & time

Last Date of Submission

of Bids & EMD submission | 2ate & Time of E Auction

2nd June 2025, 3 pmto 4 pm
Place: O/o SPLOCA, 3rd Floor,
FPodium Block, Visveswariah Tower,
Bengaluru-01

3rd June 2025,
11:00am to 05:00pm

5th June 2025,
Before S5pm

6th June 2025,
11 amto 1 pm

Date: 22-04-2025
Place: Bengaluru

For Registration & Online Auction, you can login to: hitps://kppp.karnataka.gov.in (Helpdesk No: 080-46010000,
080-68948777) The interested bidders who require auction related information can contact Assistant
Commissioner, Office of the Special Officer & Competent Authority, 3rd Floor, Podium Block, Visveswariah Towers,
Dr.Ambedkar Veedi, Bengaluru-560001, e-mail ID: splocaeauction@gmail.com or Contact Mob. No 6364403715,

DIPR/CP/418/Zen/2025-26 (Under KPIDFE -IMA & Other Scam) Bengaluru.

Sd/-
Special Officer & Competent Authority
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By 2028, Sewer Lines In All
Unauthorised Colonies;: CM

‘One Nation
One Election’
race held at
DU’s stadium

New Delhi: Union education
minister Dharmendra Prad-
han on Wednesday flagged off
the One Nation One Election’
raceat Delhi University'srughy
stadium, underscoring the im-
portance of political stability
in building a developed India.
“If Bharat has to become a
developed nation and a world
superpower by 2047, then politi-
cal stability in the country and
states is necessary.” he said.
Pradhan noted that DU has
historically played a leading ro-
le in new national initiatives
and highlighted how frequent
elections disrupt governance
and drain resources. “The 'One
Nation One Election' race is not
just arace, but it is a race to ma-
ke Bharat the strongest country
in the world by 2047, he added.

UG & PG PROGRAMMES IN

Commerce | Economics
Finance | Actuarial Science

Says There Will Be No Compromise On Efficiency Of STPs

Fibe Phioto

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesofindia.com

ter supply and the sewerage
system. Minister Parvesh Sa-
hib Singh was also present.
“Delhi faces significant
challenges concerning water
supply. Along with this, fix-
ing the sewer system and cle-
aning the Yamuna are inter-
connected issues,” she said.
“(3PS implemented for tan-
ker water supply was exami-
ned in detail and tanker move-
ments across the city were mo-
nitored in real time at the com-
mand-and-control centre to
ensure timely and transparent
distribution,” she said.
Stating that there would be
no compromise on the quality

dern technology Gupta also
instructed them to use the la-
test technologies for building
new 5TPs to enhance their ef-
fectiveness and also ensure
the water purification pro-
cess 1s environment-friendly;
“Delhi needs a 2lst-century
water management model,
and technology will help set
new standards in recvcling
and sanitation,” said Gupta.
Delhi govt, said CM, has
prioritised the completion of
sewer lines in unauthorised
colonies. “While previous
govits neglected these areas,
our govt aims to connect eve-
ry colony to the sewer net-

#1 Ranked for Business & Economics

New Delhi: Delhi govt in- Among Indian Universities, as per Times Higher Education (UK) Rankings 2025

tendstolay sewer lines ineve-
ry unauthorised colony in
the city by 2028, chief mini-
ster Rekha Gupta said on
Wednesday. Anactionplanin-
volving the layving of sewera-
ge network in 1,799 unautho-
rised colonies and 639 JJ
clusters has been drawn
up, CM said.

While sewer lines have be-
enlaidinl.224of thesecoloni-
es, work is in progress in
another 159, The Rs 3,140-cro-
re project will include decent-
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ralised STPs and a 10 MGD pew STPs to enhance and efficiency of sewage treat-  work, and an action plan will Delhi chief minister Rek- « M.A. (Economics)

STP at Delhi Gate, along with - - ment plants (STPs), CM direc-  be made to provide clean wa- ha Gupta congratulated stu- » M.A. (Business Economics)

their maintenance, she said. their effectiveness and ted third-party audits to be terthroughataptoeveryhou- dents for their participation InCUbatﬂr fﬂr StUdent Startupﬂ
The CM's office said du- ﬂlS[_l E“5|-_|m the Wﬂtﬂ_r conducted to ensure transpa- se. Allhouseholdswillbecon- and said, “Due to repeated » BBA (Banking, Financial Services and On-campus incubator with expert mentorship & handholding

ring an inspection of thecom-  purification process is rency in their functioning. mnected to the sewer system. elections, thousandsof crores Insurancel” to launch your venture or scale family business

mand-and-control centre, EI‘IﬂI‘ﬂIII‘I‘IEI'It-fI‘iEHdl]F Transparency and accounta- and local-level sewage treat- of rupeesarespentevery year. + B.5c. [Actuarial Science)*

« MBA [Finance/ Banking, Financial
Services and Insurance)
» M.5c. (Actuarial Science)

ment facilities will be estab-
lished to ensure a well-orga-
nised network,” she said.
Delhi govt was fully com-
mitted to making PM Modi's
‘Har Ghar Nal Se Jal’ mission
successful, CM said, adding,
“Equal access to water supp-
ly across the city will be top
priority,. Through reforms
in DJB’s operations, Delhi
will emerge as a leader in wa-
termanagement.”

bility, she added, would also be
ensured in DJB operations.
CM noted that many parts
of Delhi still rely on decades-
old water pipelines and sewer
lines. “Given the rapidly gro-
wing population and increa-
sing waterdemand, dependen-
ceontheseoutdated systems s
no longer feasible,” she said.
Officials were directed to
replace all old lines under
phase-wise planning with mo-

Development work is affected
due to repeated imposition of
the model code of conduct.”

DU wice-chancellor Yo-
gesh Singh said, “DU is play-
ing an important role in the
'One Nation One Election’ pro-
gramme. This is the third pro-
gramme in April being orga-
nised in DU on this subject.”

Thousands, including stu-
dents and faculty took part in
theevent, twn

Gupta assessed water distri-
bution management through
real-time tanker tracking.
“Immediate action will be
taken on complaints related to
tankers; every needy person
will get water on time,” she sa-
id, adding, *Old water pipeli-
nes and sewer lines will be re-
placed under phase-wise plan-
ning, and instruections have be-
en issued to build new STPs
with modern technology”

Dedicated Placement Support

has led to placements in Deloitte, Ernst & Young, Accenture, TCS,
PricewaterhouseCoopers, KPMG, Swiss Re, Axis Bank, HOFC...

Moreover, 27 new decent-
ralised STPs are being instal-
led for Yamuna cleaning.

Gupta conducted a review
meeting at the Delhi Jal Bo-
ard headquarters on Wednes-
day to assess the action plan
for Yamuna cleaning. During
the meeting, she issued seve-
ral directives regarding de-
partmental functioning, wa-
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Atishi targets BJP

on fee regulation
bill; Sood hits back

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Leader of Opposi-
tion in Delhi Assembly Atishi
on Wednesday wrote a letter to
chief minister Rekha Gupta,
claiming that opaque proces-
ses were adopted by Delhi govt
in introducing the *Delhi Scho-
ol Education(Transparency in
Fixation and Regulation of Fe-
es) Bill, 2025°. She said that the
BJP govt did not follow any
transparent or consultative
process indrafting it.

In the letter, Atishi stated,
“It is ironic that while the bill
seeks to establish a ‘transpa-
rent procedure’, the whole pro-
cess till now has been comple-
tely non-transparent.” She ad-
ded, “Delhi govt has neither
shared any details of any con-
sultative process through
which the aforesaid bill was
drafted, nor has the draft bill
been shared with the public so
far. Till now, we only know
what is being reported; we ha-
ve no authentic document to

Atishi stated, “The draft
bill was necessitated due to a
sudden spurt in the unregula-
ted and arbitrary fee hike by
many private schools immedi-
ately after the formation of
BJP govtin Delhi.”

“In the beginning of April
2025, large numbers of private
schools increased fees between
d0and 80% fortheacademic ye-
ar 2025-26. Also, schools intro-
duced arbitrary and high char-
ges for facilities such as air-
conditioning, swimming clas-
ses, and activity classes. Pa-
rents are being made to buy
highly overpriced books and
uniformsfromspecificshops,”
she claimed in the letter,

“What will happen toall the
parents who are facing these
problems in the current acade-
mic yvear, 2025-267 Will they be
forced to pay the arbitrary fees
and charges introduced by
schools in April 20257" Atishi
gquestioned.

Education minister Ashish
Sood earlier said the move was
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Sub-inspector Pramod EKu-
mar, who led the team from Ha-
ryana, said the breakthrough
came when they traced the mo-

from Gurgaon.

Further investigation will
be carried out by Haryana Poli-
ce,” hesaid.
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‘600Ha Encroachments On Floodplain’

DDA Says Working On Fast-Tracking Demarcation And Removal Of Squatters

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) infor-
med the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) that over 500 hec-
tares of its Khasra land in Zo-
ne-0 has been built upon, with
around 25 hectares falling wit-
hin the Yamuna River's one-
in-25-year active floodplain.
The DDA said it is working to
accelerate the removal of en-
croachments and demarcate
the one-in-100-vear floodplain.

In a preliminary tabletop
analysis, the Khasradata from
Geospatial Delhi Ltd (GSDL)
was overlaid to identify DDA

land falling within Zone-O and
the 1:25-year floodplain. Built-
up areas were then marked on
this land-—about 562 hectares
in Zone-0 and around 25 hecta-
res within the floodplain, the
DDA stated in its April 29 re-
porttothe NGT.

The report said the DDA
would soon conduct a field
survey to verify the nature of
these built-up areas on DDA
Khasras falling in the '0O'-zo-
ne, and necessary actions
will betaken. Itadded that the
agency had recently reclai-
med enecroached land, inelu-
ding 24 acres within the Ya-
muna Vanasthali project.

The DDA would soon
conduct a field
survey to verify the
nature of these
built-up areas on
DDA Khasras falling
in the '0'-zone

The tribunal had in Oct
2023 set up a high-level com-
mittee led by Delhi’s chief se-
cretary to inspect and draft an
action plan to conserve Zone
O-Ilof the Yamuna floodplain.
This followed the NGT's suo
motu response to a TOI report
titled “Why flooding has forced

DDA's master plan rethink’,
published in Aug 2023, and as-
ked the committee to chalk out
a plan on how the encroach-
ment could be removed from
the zone. That report highligh-
ted how the Yamuna's waterle-
vel reached a record 208.6 met-
res during the monsoon, floo-
ding low-lyving areas such as
Raj Ghatand ITO.

As per the DDAs Master
Plan 2041, the O zone is split in-
to two parts—Zone O-1, which
1s highly encroached and
forms 35% of the total flood-
plain, and Zone O-11. The O zo-
ne, one of about 15 delineated
zones, includes riverfront are-

as and ecologically sensitive
floodplain that are officially
no-construction zones but re-
main heavily encroached.

While TOI reported that
officials might regulate en-
croachments in O-Iand adopt
a zero-tolerance stance in O-
II, experts expressed scepti-
cism. “Dividing the O zone
may not address the core pro-
blem,” experts noted, war-
ning that the actual floodpla-
in is far broader than the
10,000 hectares classified un-
der the ‘O Zone', A compre-
hensive study, they said, is ne-
eded to mitigate future
flood impacts.

Road rage: CCTV footage
leads cops to SUV driver

»Continued on P

olice said Jagvinder
1 worked at his father's ki-

rana store at R K Puram.
On April 13, he left home at
10am and was expected back
by 11pm.

“After finishing work, he
left for Gopal Nagar on his
motorcycle but neverreached
home. His phone was
switched off, raising con-
cerns. The following day, wife
Anju and her relatives in-
formed police that they found
Jagvinder’s motorcycle
parked on Firni Road, Najaf-
garh, in front of an institute,
He was missing since the pre-
viousnight,” police said.

CCTV footage trom the ar-

ea showed a motorcvele rider
interacting with the driver of
a black SUV. Carrying his hel-
met and bag, the bikerentered
the SUV, which then drove off
towards Nanglol, Anju identi-
fied the motorcyclist in the
footage as her husband.

Singh allegedly took Sing-
hania to Indira Market,
where thev bought more li-
quor, and the intoxicated SUV
driver offered Jagvinder a
drink, which he accepted, po-
lice said.

The SUV was later traced
to Bakkarwala, and Singh was
arrested. During questioning,
Rohit initially misled investi-
gators but eventually con-
fessed to the crime. Singh had
purchased the SUV in Nov.

Water stagnation
issue in GK-1drain
resolved, NGT told

New Delhi: DJB and MCD ha-
ve told NGT that they have re-
solved the problem of stagnant
water in the GK-1 drain, which
was leading to the breeding of
mosqguitoes in the area. DJB
has said that it broke a six-foot
wall, which was identified as
the cause for the silt accumula-
tion and water stagnation.

NGT took suo motu cogni-
sance of a TOI report publis-
hed in April last vear on how
the drain was a breeding gro-
und for mosquitoes,

In a report DJB said: “Du-
ring the inspection, the height
of the wall as well as the issue
of stagnation was observed,
and deliberations were held
regarding the modus to redu-
cethe height of the wall.™ mn
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‘CVC Report Kept Under Wraps For 3 Yrs’

ACB Action Based On Report That Pointed Out Several ‘Anomalies’ In Classroom Construction Project

Rajshekhar.Jha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau's action on
the construction of classro-
oms in the capital comes in
the wake of a report by the
chief technical examiner of
the Central Vigilance Com-
mission besides the enquiry
carried out by the agency
and the department of vigi-
lance (DoV), sources said.

The CVC's report pointed
out several anomalies in the
classroom construction pro-
ject, but it was kept under
wraps for about three years,
said Madhur Verma, joint
commissioner of police and
ACB chief, on Wednesdav
“During enquiry, it was fo-
und that the examination re-
port of the chief technical
examiner, CVC, in the matter
was issued on Feb 17, 2020,
withtheapproval of thecom-
petent authority but it was
suppressed for about three
vears,” hesaid.

In April 2015, then CM
Arvind Kejriwal had direc-
ted construction of elassro-
oms in govt schools. PWD
wasentrusted with the initi-
al task of constructing 2,405
classrooms in 193 schools, [t
carried out a survey and
projected a total require-
ment of 7,180 equivalent
classrooms in 194 schools,
almost three times the initi-
al figure, sources said.

It was decided that semi-
permanent structures (SPS)
woulld be cost effective for the
project. The CVC report, ho-
wever, observed that ultima-

WHAT THE 'SCAM' IS ABOUT

Case Overview

» The case involves a ‘scam’
of approximately 32,000
crore in the construction of
12,748 classrooms during
AAP govt's tenure in Delhi

> Anti-Corruption Branch
files FIR against former
deputy CM Manish Sisodia
and former minister
Satyendar Jain for alleged
corruption

CVC Report

awarded for 3860.6 crore, with

» Work worth 342.5 crore
executed without proper
tenders in five schools

» Tenders floated and contracts

contract values escalating by 17%
to 90% due to richer specifications

» No fresh tenders invited to reflect
changes, contrary to CVC guidelines

2

e =%

Details of FIR

» Case registered after receiving permission

Probe Findings

» Construction of semi-
permanent structure (SPS)
classrooms at a cost equivalent
to RCC classrooms, with no
apparent financial benefit

» Project awarded to contractors
associated with AAP without
following due procedure

» Significant deviations and
cost escalations observed, with
no work completed within the
prescribed time period

» Consultant and architect
appointed without following
due procedure, leading to cost
escalation

» Actual cost of SPS almost
equal to the cost of permanent
structures

f o
K 4

under Section 17-A Prevention of Corruption Act >

from President of India

criminal conspiracy

> FIR registered under Sections 13(1) Prevention of «O
Corruption Act, besides IPC sections of 409/120-B
pertaining to breach of trust by govt servant, and

» Ministers, govt officials, and contractors under the
scanner of ACB, says joint CP Madhur Verma

tely the actual cost of the SPS
classrooms was more or less
equal to the cost of perma-
nent structures. Due to adop-
tion of richer specifications,
the construction cost of these
classrooms almost matched
the cost of pucca classrooms
and apparently no financial
benefit of adoption of S5PS

construction was achieved,
the report concluded.

“The actual cost per sq ft
... as worked out in the CVC
report is Rs 2,292 per sq ft
against the cost of pucca
structure model schools @
Rs 2,044-2 416 per sq ft,” the
report says.

ACB also observed that

contracts were awarded af-
ter the tenders for work
worth Rs 860.6 crore. Howe-
ver, contract values eventu-
ally escalated by 17-90% due
to richer specifications.
“The escalation amounted to
Rs 326.2 crore, of which Rs
205.4 crore was attributable
toricher specifications, com-

prising 23.8% of the award
value,” Verma said. Contra-
ry to CVC guidelines, no
fresh tenders were invited to
reflect these changes.

Additionally,  construce-
tion work worth Rs 42.5 crore
was executed in five of the
schools without proper ten-
ders and under existing cont-
racts, the Investigation of
CVC and ACE revealed. Ver-
ma said, “Thereportof CTE/
CVC flagged violations of va-
rious clauses of the CPWD
Works Manual 2014, GFR 2017,
CVC guidelines and other ir-
regularities and alleged that
various decisions taken after
theaward of tenders were not
in accordance with the guide-
lines of CVC and other manu-
als, resulting in financial
loss,” Verma said.

ACB has communicated
its findings to DoV, which
has examined the probe re-
port and observed that the
construction cost of classro-
oms in different zones and
districts of the education de-
partment was revised despi-
te the expenditure and finan-
ce committee’s elear instruce-
tions 1n its first meeting in
Oct 2015 that no change wo-
uld be considered in future.

DoV also said that the
construction was not comple-
ted within the prescribed dead-
line of June 2016 and in some
cases, general financial rules
were not followed, thus giving
undue advantage to contrac-
tors. The vigilance directorate
has recommended “fixing re-
sponsibilities” of the officials
concerned in PWD and the
education department.

ACB: Consultant, architect hired without proper procedure

b Continued from P1

chitect were appointed
(for construction of
classrooms) without follow-
ing proper procedures, and
costescalations werecarried
out through them,” ACB
chief Madhur Verma said.
ACB, sources said, was
also probing the role of pri-
vate individuals who alleg-
edly played a significant
role despite not being for-
mally appointed as consult-
ants. They are alleged to
have attended a key meeting

Bennett Univ’s

Fl The consultant and ar-

School of Design
inks MoU with
Kent State Univ

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Bennett Universi-
ty's School of Design has sig-
ned a memorandum of under-
standing with Kent State Uni-
versity, US, to establish a dual
degree global programme in
fashion design.

This initiative is part of the
university’s commitment to
hroadening academic pathwa-
vs through impactful interna-
tional partnerships, said a
press statement.

in the PWD minister's
chamber and reportedly in-
fluenced the minister to
make post-tender changes
to work contracts, citing
“richer specifications”.
This led to additional finan-
cial implications.

ACB had started an ingui-
Iy in 2019 after receiving doc-
uments and complaints from
BJP politicians viz Harish
Khurana, Kapil Mishra and
Neelkanth Bakshi. The com-
plaint alleged corruption in
construction of 12,748 school
classrooms in Delhi govt
schools at an expenditure of

Rs 2,892 crore.

The lump sum cost for
constructing one school
room, as per the awarded
tenders, was approximately
Rs 24.86 lakh per room,
whereas such rooms could
ordinarily be constructed
inDelhiforaround Rs5lakh
per room, it was alleged.
Further, it is alleged that
the project was awarded to
34 contractors, majority of
whom were allegedly asso-
ciated with AAP.

“During verification, it
was revealed that in the
meetings of expenditure fi-

nance committee for the fi-
nancial vear 2015-16, it was
decided that the project
would be completed by June
2016 at the sanctioned cost,
without any scope for future
cost escalations. However,
despite these directions,
even a single work was not
completed within the pre-
scribed time period and sig-
nificant deviations and cost
escalations were observed,”
ACBEB chief joint commission-
er Madhur Verma said.

The project, according to
ACB, was plagued by irregu-
larities, including the ap-

18-yr-old alleges sexual abuse
by tutor in Nangloi,

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: An 18-yvear-old
oirl from Nangloi has alleged
that her tuition teacher sexu-
ally abused her. The suspect,
who runs a private school in
thearea, allegedly committed
theassaulton April 26. Accor-
ding to the complaint, the in-
cident occurred at the accu-
sed’s office when she went to
attend her tuition class.

A case has been registe-
red, said police.

The complainant told the

cops that the accused was her
father’'s childhood friend,
and he was also running a
school. She said the suspect,
who tutored her in Class X,
suggested that after Class XI1
exams, she should prepare
for the teacher’s training ex-
am at his office located in his
school. She started attending
his office for study sessionsat
around 5 pm from April 19,
she told police.

According to the comp-
laint, on April 26, the man
told her to play a game. In

case filed

which the loser had to do
whatever the winner wan-
ted. Upon winning the ga-
me, the suspect foreibly in-
serted his finger into her
private parts multiple fti-
mes, she told the cops in her
complaint. The girl got sca-
red and reported the matter
to her mother, who in turn,
informed the father.

Her father called police,
and subsequently, a case un-
der Section 64 (rape) of Bha-
rativa Nyvava Sanhita was
registered.

pointment of consultants
and architects without fol-
lowing due procedure, which
led to cost escalations.

ACB had subsequently
submitted a report to the di-
rectorate of vigilance (DoV).
The DoV sent a proposal
through LG V K Saxena for
further investigation against
the then education minister
Sisodia and PWD minister
Jain. In March, President
Droupadi Murmu had given
her approval for investigat-
ing the duo after the which
the procedure to file the FIR
was initiated, sources said.

BJP hails FIR;
AAP says it’s one
baseless case
after another

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Referring to the
anti-corruption branch’s FIR
in an alleged classroom const-
ruction scam, Delhi BJP pre-
sident Virendra Sachdeva sa-
1d on Wednesday that a deeisi-
ve moment had come to the fo-
re in the fight of Delhiites
against the corruption of
AAP and its govt,

“ACB initiated an investi-
gation against former mini-
sters Manish Sisodia and Sa-
tvendar Jain, whoareaccused
of a scam in classroom const-
ruction under the guise of
educational and infrastructu-
re reform,” he said. “As soon
as Arvind Kejriwal came to
power in 2015, he began laying
the foundation for wvarious
corrupt practices. At that ve-
ry time, BJP started raising
its voice against these irregu-
larities,” he added.

Sachdeva said Kejriwal
govt had allocated Rs 2,892
crore for the construction of
12,748 classrooms in govt
schools, meaning approxima-
tely Rs 24.86 lakh for one ro-
om. “According to CPWD ma-
nual estimates, the cost sho-
uld have been around Rs 5
lakh,” heclaimed.

Hitting back, AAP said it
was now clear that this BJP
govt was Incapable of doing
any real work. “All they know
istofile onebaselesscase after
another against Manish Siso-
dia and other AAP functiona-
ries,” claimed the party “At
this rate, oneshouldn't be sur-
prised if BJP's agencies regis-
ter a case tomorrow saying,
whyt.. did Manish Sisodia for-
get to put a comma or a full
stop in an official document?
That’s the level of absurdity
this hasreached.”

Itadded, “Tt isnocoinciden-
ce that as soon as Durgesh Pat-
hak is appointed sah-prabhari
of Gujarat, an FIR isregistered
against him and his house is
raided. The moment Sisodia
and.Jainare givenroles in Pun-
jab, fresh FIRs appear against
them,” it added. *This is pure
political vendetta.”
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HC slams ASI and

MCD over delay in
school construction

Abhinav.Garg@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
on Wednesday said that it was
"astonished” that an order it
had passed a year ago regar-
ding the construction of a
school had still not been
complied with by the Archae-
ological Survey of India(ASI)
and MCD.

The bench castigated the
two authorities for their failu-
re to reconstruct the corpora-
tion school in south Delhi.

The school was demolished
in 2012 and was to be reconst-
ructed by MCD but had been in
a limbo as it was located in a
prohibited zone of a monu-
ment. ASI objected to the
constructionasitshared awall
with the tomb of Yusuf Qattal
in Khirki village.

"It is beyvond our compre-
hension how both the autho-
rities are risking contempt
proceedings for not comply-
ing with an order passed abo-
ut a year ago in which court
directions were to be compli-
ed with in six weeks. It has ta-
ken about a year and still not
complied (with). Wecan'tapp-
rove of such a situation. Ha-
ving regardtothe interests of
the students in the school, a
joint meeting should be held,"

the bench of Chief Justice DK
Upadhyay and Justice Tushar
Rao Gedela said.

When the petitioner poin-
ted out that no progress had be-
en made since the court’s May
2024 order, the court said:
"Both authorities don’t appear
tobe serious...."

ASI said that it had sought
some documents from MCD
but was vet to get them. The
municipal blamed ASI for be-
ing unresponsive to the needs
of 350 students.

Identifving the officials
involved — Anil Kumar Tiwa-
ri and Rahul Maurva from
ASI and Anita Nautival from
MCD’s education wing — the
court said that it will hold
them "personally responsib-
le" for any "lacunae or defici-
ency". "We hope and trust the
issues between the two autho-
rities will be sorted out wit-
hin afortnight of the meeting
and permission shall be ac-
corded by the next two we-
eks," itadded.

The school was demolished
in 2012 for reconstruction and
more than 350 students were
shifted to another MCD school
at Savitri Nagar, 2kmaway from
the site. The foundation stone
was laid on April 6, 2003, but ASI
then stopped the project.

Qail into the Future of
Inland Water Transport
Tiough

Inland Waterways Authority of India invites all state designated authorities, vessel

Inland Waterways Authority of India |

inland waterways transport is proving fo

be a game-changer as well as emerging as
an anviranment friendly and cost-affective
mode of transportation.”

— Narendra Modi, Prims Minister

owners and crew to register through Jalyan & Navic portal

Under the agreement, stu-
dents will pursue the first two
vears of their bachelor of de-
sign (BDes) in fashion design
at Bennett University, followed
by the next two years at Kent

Everything you need for inland vessels registration, survey & certification and crew
certification - now online

State University, where they
willearnabachelor’sof artsin \ | | Features of Jalyan & Navic
L‘?ﬁﬁﬁnﬁemgn PR 4y User Registration | Registration of vessels | Survey & certification of vessels

Crew training & Certification | Training Institutes opproval | CoC verification
Management of Disaster & Grievances | Reception facilities & its information

“We believe in empowering
our students with a global
mindset and future-ready
skills. This partnership re-
flects our commitment to aca-
demic excellence, internatio-
nal exposure, and industry-
aligned education. It is vet
another step toward preparing
our students to lead and inno-
vate in the global fashion
landscape,” said Bennett Uni-
versity chancellor Vineet Jain.
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Submission Method: High-resolution images (minimum 300 DPI, more than 2 MB)
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All maritime stakeholders are requested to register through the Central Database Portal
“Jalyan & Navic” under the
Inland Vessels Act 2021 & Rules framed thereunder
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to special needs kids'
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New Delhi: Delhi Legislative
Assembly speaker Vijender

Why Make the Move?

nant governor VK Saxena, ur- - . : H o ;

sinig thio iyl smantatlon el ac Professional 05 consolation prizes of Rs. 50,000 each ’* One Nation, One System | ‘ Transparency & Efficiency —‘
cessibility measures across all ; R . :

DDA sperts compleges for College Students Unified registration, certification, inspection, and + Streamlined Certification & Licensing Process
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any recognized university)
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with * Foster Approvals, Renewals, and Inspections

children and vouth <9,00,000/- compliance under o single, central digital platfarm.
special needs.

Intheletter, Gupta said that
the absence of inclusive in-
frastructure in these complex-
es not only restricted the po-
tential of people with special
needs but also discouraged
their participation in sports.

Gupta proposed that time
slots should be reserved in all
DDA sports complexes for peo-
ple with special needs and trai-
ned instructors must be deplo-
ved to support their unigue

training requirements.
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TEMDER NOTICE
Online e-tender for the work “SITC of Air
Conditioning system at Seminar Hall and
Room Mo, 4 on the First Fioor of Bank
Building {G+2) at Haringhata campus of
MAKAUT, W.B." Estimated Amount: Item
Rate & NI No: WBPWD/EE/NED/ NIQY/
e-T/06/ [1st call] 25-26 Tender ID-
2025_WEBPWD_840260_1 Bid
submission start date (online)
02.05.2025 from 0530 P.M. Bid
submission closing date [online)
16.05.2025 from 01:00 PM. NIT and
Tender document may be download
from http://wbtenders.gov.in
Sdf-R.Barman Executive Engineer, PWD,
Madia Electrical Division, Krishnagar,

Madia. ICA- THAS0{3)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE
MieT No. 01 of EE/EMD of 2025-26
Tender I1D; 2025_PHED_836649_1TO 28
e-Tender is invited by Exe. Engr, EMD,
PHED of P-16, India Exchange Place
{Extn.), C.LT. Annex. Bldg., (Znd FL),
Kolkata-73 on behalf of Governor of
Waest Bengal for "Providing, installation
and commissioning of sub P'M along
with allied E/M warks for Aug T/Well in
connection to Accommodate FHTC at
diff. Pump Houses under diff. ground
water based water supply scheme under
diff Block Dist. — Madia and N 24 Pgs.
under EMD, PHE Dte.” The last date of
bid submission (both technical &
financial) :- 23/05/2025% upto 17:00 hrs,
Details may be had from the office
notice board & official website:

www,.wbphed,gov.in and

Engineer, Eastern Mechanical Division,
PH.E. Dke,

Tender ID No.- 2025_PHED_839590_1-17
The Assistant Engineer, Haldla Electrical
Sub-Division, PH.E. Dte. has invited
NleT[Online} No-01 of 2025-2026
{tender reference No,
WEPHE/AE/HESD/NIeT 01 OF 2025-26,
tender ID No.- 2025_PHED _B39590 _1-
17} for works under M.M.D, P.H.E. Dte.
Bid submission end date 16/05/2025 at
5:00 p.m. Details may be downloaded
from website i.e. - www.whphed.govin

Sd/- AE/HESD P.H.E. Dte.
ICA- TB627(2)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-TEMDER MNOTICE (2nd Call]

e-Tender (2nd Call} s invited by the
Exgcutive Engineear,  Alipore  Division,
FH.E. Dte. On behalf of Governor, West
Bengal vide Ref. No. WBPHED/EES/MIaT-
106/80/2024-2025% and Tender 1D
2025 PHED _B30979_ 1 for Erection of
display board on Swajal Gram/Har Ghar
Jal Village at various lecation in different
blocks within Sowth. 24 Parganas District
under Alipore Division and South 24 Pgs,
WS Division-1, RPH.E. Dte. Details will be
available in the website:
whtenders.gowv.in The last dare for
submission of tender is 21,04, 2025 upts
0300 PM.  5df- For Executive Engineer,
Alipore Division, P.H.E. Dte.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

M.LeT. No. 02 of EE/ED of 2025-26

Memo No. 1095/5MD Dt- 22-04-2025
On behalf of the Governor of W.AB. e-
Tenders are invited in W.B.F. No 2911 by
the Executive Engineer, South 24 Pgs
Mechanical Division P.H.E. Die.
[2025_PHED_B37956_1 to 4] Bid
proposal submission end date
14.05.2025 up to 02:00 P.M. Other
details Information/download/upload
will be available from the website:

in 5d4/- Executive
Engineer, South 24 Pgs Mechanical
Division, PH.E. Dte ICA- TB&24{3)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-Tender Notice

e-tender is invited by the Assistant
Engineer, H.Gu, Burdwan Divn., PHE Dte.
on Behalf of Governor of West Bengal
wide Ref Mo, WBPHED/AES/HOfeNIT-
02/2025-2026 and 1D 2025 PHED
836514 _1 TO 7. For Laying UPVC pipe
line at differant habitation & Sinking of
GTW for different PWSS, Jamalpur Block
under Burdwan Divn,, PHE Dte, Details
will be available in the website:
wbtenders.gov.in The last date for
submisslon of tender is 13.05.2025 upto
14:00 Hours, 5d/- For Assistant Engineer,
H.Q., Burdwan Divn., P.H.E. Dte.

ICA- TE&AZ(A) 2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

West Bengal Tourism Development
Corporation Limited.

(A Gowt. of West Bengal Undertaking)
NOTICE INVITING e-QUOTATION
NIQ No. 07/WBTDCL OF 2025-26

(Technical) 2nd Call
Tender ID- 2025_WBTDC_B40319 1

WEBTDCL invites e-Tender for the work:
"Comprehensive Anncal Malntenance
and servicing of different types Disel
Generator at Udayachal, Sabujdeep,
Mangaldhara, Roopmanjari, Alo and
Mataraj Tourism Property in different
district.” From the reputed, bonafide
and experienced agencies In similar
works, Start date & time of documents
download; 29.04.2025 - 15:30 Hrs, Last
date & time of Bid Submission:
17.05.2025 - 16:00 Hrs. Details are
available in website: www whtdcl.com /
whtenders.gov.in 5d/- Executive
Engineer, West Bengal Tourism
Development Corporation Limitad

ICA- T84 1(3)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
KMDA TENDER NOTICE

KMDA of 2025-2026
e-Tender is invited by the
Superintending Enginear, FAWS-II
Circle, WAS Seclor, KMDA, Block-C,
1st Floor. Unnayan Bhavan, Salt Lake
City, Kolkata-700021, from eligible and
resourceful contactors with financial
capability, for the work, SI. No., Name
of Work, Estimated Amount, Earmest
Money, Time of Completion, (1)
Supplying & Laying distribution neteork
of HOP
160mm dia (OD) PE-100 PN-G
including Permanent road restoration at
Patul, MOUZA within Seakhala Gram
FPanchavet under
Development Authority.,
Rs.1.98,45820/-, Rs 396816/~ 06
months, (2) Design, Drawing &
Construction of 450m3 RCC Elevated

Furfura Sharif

Service Heservoir on 20 m staging

height along with construction of
Boundary wall, Guard room, Drain,
Block pavement, Connecting Road and
Area Development at Patul including
necessary allied works at PATUL
MOUZA within Seakhala Gram
Panchayet under Furfura Sharif
Development Authority.,
Rs.1,59.46 921/-, Rs.3,18938/-, 10
months, End date & time of online
submission 26.05.2025at 18:50 Hrs,
for details contact the above office or
visit both websites.
www.kmda.wb.gowv.in (KMDA-E1)
www.whitenders.gow.in

ICA- TRSBE(312025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

EMDA TENDER MOTICE
e=NIT No. 02/EEECPD-I/E& AM!
MDA OF 2025-26
Omling e-tender s invited by the Executive
Engincer, ECPD-1, E&AM Sector, KMDA,
Block-A, 4ih floor, Unnavan  Bhavan,
Kolkata-T0008 1, from rehable, resourceful,
bonefied, ¢limble and expenenced finms /
companies [ mdividual contractors [ Joint
Ventures (Consortium, for the work, Mamie
of Waork, Estimated Cost (Including GST
& Cess), Earmest Money, Time of
Completion, Investigation of Soil Sample
and submission of Report in hard copies
{35¢iz} of Proposed Urban Health and
Wellness Centre (U-HWC) a1 23 {Twenty
five) Mos, Sites of different Municipalities
under KMA Ares., Rs 9 721 R807/-
Bs 1% 456/ (M Maonths, Last date & time
for onling Bid Submission: 19052025,
Time: 15:00 Hrs,, for details contact the
above office or wvistl both websiies.
www kmduwhgovin  (KMDA-63)

www.whitenders.gov.in

ICA- TE590(2) 2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-TENDER NOTICE

MEYE, R.G.Kar Medical College &
Hospital invites sealed bids from eligible
bidders vide Memo no. RGEHATIE
O, 28.04.2025, eNIT-REEKH/MSWR/OHCS
O1/2025-26. Printing and supply of
Printing articles and IEC Materials for
Different Departments of B G Kar BMCH.
The Last date of online bid Submissionis
16052025 till 6pm. For further details
please login www.whhealth govin /
werwwhtendors pov.in

ICA- TREOI(I2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e=Tendar Motice

e-tender s Inwvited by the Ex-Engr
Bol. fD, PHED on behalf of Governor of
W.E. wvide Ref. No., WBPHED/OB Bol
MD/f2025-26 and | DO;
2025 _PHED_837239_1 for
Peverlopment of old T9%W of Prantik 5508,
WS Scheme under Bol. D, FHE. Dte. of
Birbhum district. Details can be obtained
from
wweLwbtenders.gowin The last date of
tender submission is 14.05.2025 -Llp'i.ﬂ
12:00 naon. 5df- For Ex-Engr, Bol, hMD.

the website:

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER MOTICE

E-tender is invited by the Commissioner
af Police Kolkata for Procurement of
different types of Miscellaneous
Cansumable ltems for wse of Kolkata
Police for the financial year 2025%-26. The
last date for submission of the a-tendars
I5 13,/05/2025% upto 15.00 hours. The MIT
Document and other details will be
avallable In the webslte:
www.whitenders.gov,in 5d/- for
Commissioner of Police, Kolkata

ICA- THE9S{3) 2025

pipe of dia 110mm dia &§

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

NleT No. - 05/B.Ar.D. of 2025-26 is

invited by the AE, B.ARD, PH.E. Dte.

Details information about the tender

will be available in the website-

www.whtenders.gow.in as well as in the
office notice board. Sd/- AE, B.ArD,

P.H.E Dte. ICA- TBA26{3)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENMDER MOTICE
Tender id. 2025_PHED_B40097 _1to b
E.E/MMD, P.H.E. Dte, Invites NleT
[Online) Mo-03 of 2025-26, Tender ref.
Mo. WBPHE/EE/MMD/NIeT-02 of 2025-
26, Tender IDNo.2024 PHED 840097 1
to 6 for work under M.M.D, PH.E. Dte.
Bid submission end date 16/05/2025 at
06:00 p.m. Details may be download
from http://wbtenders.gov.in

S5d/- EE/MMD ICA- TG0 2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE

The Executive Engineer-l, Kolkata South
Health Electrical Division, PWDte,
invites eNIQ for “Emergent thorough
renovation work of Electrical
Installations, Air-Conditioning Systems
and SITC of FDA Systems and online UPS
System at Bio-Chamistry Lab & Ancillary
areas of |OP Office Building, 10P-COE,
Kolkata-25 - 5ITC of UPS" vide Tender ID -
2025 WBPWD_B40164 1. Last date of
submissions - 19/05/25 upto 12.00
Moon. All documents can be seen /[
chtained from the websites
https://whbtenders.gov.in /

5d/- Executive Engineer-l, Kolkata South

Health Electrical Division, PW Dte,
ICA- TRASA[3)/ 2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-TENDER NOTICE
(e-Nit 01, 2025-2026/DHFWS)

DHFEWS, Birbhum invites tender for
Minor repair & renovation works of (civil
and electrical} satellite Eyve OT at
Dubrajpur RH under Birbhum District.
Interested bidders are hereby requested
o vislt www whtenders, gov.in,
wwwwhhealth.povin for details of e-
MIT. Tender [D:- 2025 _HFW _B39820 1,

Sd/- CMOH, Birbhum ICA- TB605(3)2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
N.B.D.D NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
Motice Inviting e-Tender by the E.E./
MBDD Vide NleT No. 28 (5. No. 01, 02,
03, 04, 05 & 06) of 2025-26. Details of
works be seen in the above mentioned
MleT in the website;-
www.whtenders.gov,in &

Sd/f- Executive Enginear, North Bengal
Development Department.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
m-mﬁmm

NleT No. - 05/B.ArD, of 2025-26 is
invited by the EE, B.ArD, P.H.E. Dte.
Details information about the tender
will be available in the website-

www.whtenders.gow.in as well as in the
office notice board. 5df- EE, B.ArD,

P.H.E. Dte. ICA- TBE2S(3) 2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE

MieT Mo WEBPWD/EE/HCD/e-NIT-
01l(2nd Call) f2025-26 of Executive
Engineer, PW.D, Howrah Construction
Division. Mame of Wark:- Cutside and
Inside face [lifting work of BMOH's
Quarter {1 number in 1 building) at
Bagnan Rural Hospital, Bagnan, Howrah.
Estimated Amount:- RS 7,59,145.00
TenderiD:; 2025 WBEPWD_B40388 1
Bid Submission end date 10.05 2025 at
3.00 PM, Details will be available from
the web site http/fwbtenders govin
and notice board of this office an all
working days  within office hours,
td/- Executive Engineer, PW.0 Howrah
Construction Division.  KA- ﬁﬁﬁ! 2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Online tender is invited by the
undersigned for the works: " Electrical
installation for illumination of parking
area and part of earthen gallery
opposite of VIP gallery at Hockey
stadium in VYBK campus, Salt Lake,
Kolkata" Tender No: WBPWOD/EE/BED/
e-MIO-10/2025-26_2nd call & e-Tender
Ix Mo, 2035% WBPWD_B4015%3 1
Document Download Closing Date:
14.05.2025 up to 11:00 Hrs. Details may

td/-Executive Engineer,
Bidhannagar Electrical Division,

ICA- THESS{E)W 2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
TENDER NOTICE
Following E-Tender has been Invited by
the concerned TIA under the Directorate
of Fisheries, W8: Establishment-
Assistant Director of Fisheries, North 24
Parganas. MIT No.-WBDOF/ADF/
MZAPGS/NIT_01/2025-26. Name of
Work/Scheme-Repairing of Meen
Bhaban, Barasat, Morth 24 Parganas. Bid
Submission Start Date : 02.05.2025. Bid
Submission End Date : 16.05.2025.
Other details may also be seen at

https:f/whtenders.gowv.in 5d/- Director

of Fisharies West Bengal.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

West Bengal Tourism Development
Corporation Limited.

(A Govt. of West Bengal Undertaking)
NOTICE INVITING e-QUOTATION
NIQ No. 04/WBTDCL OF 2025-26

(Technical) 2nd Call
Tender ID- 2025 WBTDC_840092 1
WEBTDCL invites e-Tender for the work:
"Comprehensive AMC for existing CCTV,
Imtercem and Wi-Fi system for
Santobitan, Tarabitan, Rangabitan and
Baul Academy Tourism Property in the
district of Birbhum.” From the reputed,
bonafide and experienced agencies in
similar works. Start date & time of
documents download: 29.04.2025 -
13:30 Hrs. Last date & time of Bid
Submission: 17.05.2025 - 16:00 Hrs.
Details are avallable in website:
whidec| whtourismgov.in /
whtenders. gov.in 5d/- Executive
Engineer, West Bengal Tourism

Development Corporation Limited
ICA- TAEYB(A) 2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWDO TEMDER NOTICE
Online e-tender for the work "El work in
x-RAY room and other buildings at
FPanighata PHC.” Estimated Amount:
Item Rate, e-NIQ MNo: WBPWD/EES
MED/NIQ/fe-TfOS3 (15t call) 25-26,
Tender 1ID- 2025 _WBPWD_B840141_1.
Bid submission start date (online);
29.04.202% from 05%.30 P.M. Bid
submission closing date [online}:
10,0%,2025 from 01.00 PN, MNIT and
Tender document may be download
from http:/fwhbtenders. gov.in
5d/- R.Barman, Execulive Engineer,
PWD, Madia Electrical Divisian,

Krishnagar, Nadia ICA- TAG45(2)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Notice Inviting Re E-Tender
NIT NO. H5T/4T-103-2024/DI-RT/ 2025/ 347;
DATED 28-04-2025

Re E-Tender for procurement of drug
items under table-A, for two years from
the date of AOC is imvited from the
Bidders. Interested bidders may visit the
website “https://whtenders.gowv.in” or
"www.wbhealth.gowin” for further
details. Bid submission start date
[anline] ; O7-05-2025, Bid submission
closing date (online) : 21-05-2025, Bid
opening date (online) : 21-05-2025.
Sd/-D.0.H.5. ([E&S), W.B.

ICA- TES94(3)2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE

e_Tender Motice is invited by the
Assistant Engineer, Rampurhat Sub-
Division, PHE Dte. an behalf of Governor
of West Bengal vide Ref. No.
03/2025-2026 and
2025 PHED _B38537_1 to 4 for different
works under Rampurhat Sub-Division
within Birbhum Division, PHE Dte.
Details will be available in the website
whtenders.gov.in The last date for
submission of tender is 19.05.2025 at
14:00 15T, 5d/- for Assistant Engineer,
Rampurhat Sub-Division, PHE Dte,

BCA- TRH2ZP{2) 2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
CORRIGENDUM NOTICE

Ref: RFP vide Memo No. S82/0798/

2024-25, Dated: 20th March, 2025
DEVELOPMENT OF MARKETING HURB
FOR SHGs/ARTISAMS IN DIFFERENT
DISTRICTS OF WEST BENGAL IN PPP
MODE. In partial modification of the RFP,
the following modification has been
made:- 1, The Pre-Bid Conference which
was previoushy scheduled to be held on
28th April, 2025 at 3:00 PM. IST, has
been deferred and now be held on
02/05/2025; 4:00 p.m. I5T. Please note
that all other provisions of the Request
for PFroposal [RFP} will remain
unchanged. 5d/- For WBSIDC Ltd,
Executive Engineer.  (CA- TASB3(3V2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-Tender Notice
Tenders are invited for reputed firms for
construction works under Darjeeling
(SMP). NieT No. — 01{Const.) of 2025-
26, 02 (Const.} of 2025-26 and 15
iConst.) of 2024-25(2™ Call). The
publishing date & time of online bhd is
10.04.2025 from 11:00 AM. WVisit
wwwowbtenders gov.in  5d/f- Chief
Medical Officer of Health, Darjeeling
ICA- TRSBA{41/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Motice Inviting e-Tender by the S.E.f
MBDD Vide NleT No. 29 (SI. No, 01, 02,
03,04, 05, 06,07,08,09,10,11,12 & 13)
of Z025-26. Details of works be seen in
the above mentioned NileT in the

www.wbnorthbengaldev.gov.in
Sd/- Senior Superintending Engineer,
Morth Bengal Development
Department. ICA- T8S 1 B{4) 2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
MN.B.D.D NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
MNotice Inviting e-Tender by the 5.E.f
NBDD Vide NleT No. 27 (5. No. 01, 02,
03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10 & 11) of
2025-26. Details of works be seenin the
above mentioned NieT in the website:-
www. whtenders.gov.in &
www.whnorthbengaldev,gov.in
Sd/- Sepior Superintending Engineer,
North Bengal Development
Department. ICA- TB&17[4)2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
Tender Reference Mao.
WBPHED/EE/MD/NIeT-56/MD (2nd
Call) of 2024-25, Vide NIeT memo no.
1029/MD, Dt, 18.03,2025
Tender |D: 2025_PHED_B2B3ZE_1to
2025 _PHED_828328_17
Last date for submission of Technical and
Financial Bid (online}: 13.05.2025 upto
5:00 .M, Tender Invited by the
undersigned for different type works
and different PWS5 under Malda
Division, PH.E. Dte. Ali detailis available
in website: hittp:Swhtenders gowvin &
www.whphed.gow.in Sdf- Executive

Engineer, Malda Division, P.H.E. Dte,
ICA- TR628{4)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-Tender is Invited by the Executive
Engineer, Birbhym Division, PHE Do, on
behalf of Gowvernor of West Bengal vide

Ref, Mo. D3/2025-2026 and
2025 PHED _BAD107 1 to 6 for differsmnt
types of works for different W /5 S5cheme
undear Birbhum Divisian, P.H.E Die.
Details will be available in the website
wihbtenders.gow.in The |last date for
submission of tender is 23.05 2025 at
15:00 I5T. 5d/- for Executive Engineer,
Birbhum Division, PHE Dte.

ICA- TBE3G[I)2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender Motice Vide Memo No:-
DH/HGL/2253 Date : 28/04/2025. One
E-Tender is invited by the
Superintendent, Imambara District
Hospital, Hooghly for the One [01)
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES for use of
different health programs, publish on
28/04/2025, For Detail, Please visit the
website: www,whtender.gov,in &
www.whhealth.govin or the Office of
the Undersigned. Sd/f- The
Superintendent, Imambara District
Hospital, Chinsurah, Hooghly

ICA- TASS3(I)20Z5

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

MIT WO, HST/4T-108-2024/KIT5-
RT{329)/2025/348, Dated: 28-04-2025
E-TENDER FOR PROCUREMEMNT OF
SOME EKITS, CHEMICALS B REAGENTS
FOR TWO YEARS FROM THE DATE OF
AWARD OF COMTRACT (ADC) AND ITS
EXTEMSION, IF RECUIRED is invited from
the Bidders, Interested bidders may visit
the website "https://whtenders_gowin™
or "www.wbhealth.govin” for further
details. Bid submission start date
[online): 0B-05-2025, Bid submission
closing date [online): 22-D5-2025, Bid
cpening date {online): 22-05-2025,
Ld/-D.0.H.5. (E&S], W.B.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
3 Nos. e-Tender are Invited for during
the year 2025-26 accordingly “(i) CSS
COGCH - Emergent repairing works for
up-gradation of floor of PACU & ancillary
work to the Labour Room OT Complex.
[ii) CNCI - Roof Treatment with others
ancillary works of Doctors Hostel,
(lii) CNCI - Proper Roof treatment works
of Radiotherapy Dept. {G+1) at Hospital
Bldg." Estimated Amounts: (i) Rs.
16,20,042.00, (i) Rs. 8,32,303.00, Hii) Rs.
8,49,377.00, e-NIT No. WBPWD/KSHD/
EE/NIT-01 OF 2025-2026, Tender 1Ds; -
2025 _WBPWD_B840071_1 to
2025 _WBPWD_B840071_3. Bid
Submission Start date (online):
03/05/2025 at 2:00 P M, Bid Submission
Closing date {online); 19/05/2025 upto
2:00 PM. Corrigendum if any will be
published in website only. Details of NIT
& tender documents may bhe
downloaded from:
http://whtenders.govin Sd/- Executive
Engineer-ll, PWD, Kolkata South Health

Division ICA- TEB4E(3)/2025

19-yr-old dies in ‘escape
bid’ from police vehicle,
kin say custodial killing

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A 19-vear-old
suspect, who was being ta-
ken for questioning along
withhisaide (28)after a we-
apon was allegedly recove-
red from them, died on the
way tolockup in southwest
Delhi’s Kapashera, police
said on Wednesday.

While cops said the vo-
uth and his friend jumped
from the police vehicle to
escape and sustained inju-
ries inthe process, theirfa-
milies alleged the two we-
re beaten by police, lea-
ding to the death of one in
custody. Police denied the
claims and said a judicial
inquiry had been ordered.

The deceased was iden-
tified as Ravi Sahni alias
Ravi Kaliva and his friend
as Vikas alias Majnu, both
residents of Samalka,

Accordingtopolice, aro-
und 3pm on Tuesday, head
constable Balbir Singh and
constable Nitesh noticed
the two men on a motorcy-
cle “behaving suspicious-
Iy, When signalled to stop,
they tried to flee but were
caught after a brief chase,
sald police. During a se-
arch, a countrymade pistol
and a live cartridge were al-
legedly recovered from Vi-
kas. Police said the motor-
cycle they were riding was
found to be stolen from Pa-
lam village and was seized.

The suspects were ar-
rested and a case registe-
red against them under
Section 25 of Arms Act
and Section 317(2) (stolen
property)of BNSat Kapas-
hera police station. Follo-
wing a medical examina-

tion, the two men were
transported in a govt vehi-
cle, in which two-three
cops were present, to the
lockup at WVasant Kunj
North police station.

DCP (Southwest) Su-
render Choudhary said du-
ring transit, near the police
station, both the suspects
jumped from the slow-mo-
ving vehicle while it was
turning and sustained
abrasion injuries. They we-
re taken to a hospital, whe-
re Ravi was declared dead.

The families of the ac-
cused, however, protested
against police, claiming
both were tortured in cus-
tody. They alleged that the
two men were picked up
from their jhuggis in Sam-
alka for questioning and
then beaten.

Pradeep Sahni, arelati-
ve of Ravi, claimed police-
men came to his sister’'s
home and took Ravi away
on the pretext of questio-
ning. “They took him to a
nearby forested area,
thrashed him, brought
him to the police station,
and later he was declared
dead,” Sahnialleged.

Vikas's brother Raju
claimed his brother was
beaten by police in an offi-
ce and later in a forested
area, resulting in injuries,
He also alleged that police
manhandled them during
the protest,

Police denied beating
anvone and also claimed to
have footage showing the
duotried to flee custody.

A case hasbeenregiste-
red against both Vikas and
Raviforattemptingtoesca-
pe from police custody.

Weekend Reprieve:

Rain, Thunder Likely

May Bring Down Temperatures Temporarily

Rajesh Mehta

HEAT OF THE MOMENT: Delhiites can look forward to a respite from the soaring mercury of recent days

Tinaes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Light rain, thun-
derstorms, and dust storms
are expected in Delhiover the
next three days as the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) issues a vellow alert.
Strong surface winds rea-
ching up to 50 kmph are also
forecast, likely bringing reli-
ef from the ongoing heat.

On Wednesday, the maxi-
mum temperature at Safdar-
jung—thecity's base weather
station—rose slightly to 38.1
degrees Celsius, still a notch
below normal, compared to
37.0 degrees Celsius, a day
earlier The minimum was

25.8 degrees Celsius, two deg-
rees above average, compa-
red to 24.5 degrees Celsius a
day earlierr Humidity levels
ranged between 36% and
61%, with light, wvariable
windsupto4 kmph.

The IMD predicts a furt-
her drop in temperatures,
thanks to an incoming wes-
tern disturbance expected to
affect the western Himalay-
anregion from May 2. “Maxi-
mum temperatures fell by
about five degrees Celsius
over the past 72 hours. A furt-
her decline of 2-3°C 1s likely
in the next three days,” the
Metdepartment said.

The vellow alert covers

May 1 to 3, with Thursday ex-
pected to see partly cloudy ski-
es and very light rain or drizz-
le. “There are chances of
thunderstorms and duost
storms with surface winds of
30-40 kmph, gusting up to 50
kmph in the afternoon and
evening,” an IMDofficial said.

On Thursday, the maxi-
mum temperature is expec-
ted to hover between 36 and
38°C and dip further to 35 and
37°C by Friday.

Meanwhile, Delhi'sairqu-
ality improved slightly. The
average air quality index
(AQI) stood at 198 on Wednes-
day—classified as moderate-
—down from 209 a day earlier.

DATE AMOUNT | EMD
= MAME OF WEBSITE OF THE BOARD MODAL OFFICER/ CONTACT
No. | BOARD/CORP./AUTH S USRS BT T LU WAPPRILS, ) I CORP. | MUTH DETAILS/ EMAIL

DATE RUPEES

DUTSOURCING THE SERVICES OF ACCDUNTS WORK OF
HARYANS TOURISH 01052055 32 1] L]
1 HARYANA TOURISH CORPORATION(HTC) AND TS FED | 122 _ R

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in ro 34322

Nie-T No. WBNKDA/02/EE-IWD and S)/NKDA OF 2025-26

TE

please visit websites:
www.nkdamar.org

Tr.10 No. 2025_NKDA 840771 1

The Executive Engineer - (WD&S), New Town Kolkata Development
Authority invites online Percentage Rate e-Tender, from the eligible
contractors for the work “Protection of Canal bank of Link Canal near
crossing of Street no. 146 & 101 along the boundary wall of Green
Wood Park extension in Action Area - | under NKDA", For details
http://wbtenders.gov.in and

Executive Engineer - (WD&S)
N. K. D. A.

ABRIDGED

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER NO: 11/EE(R & B)/NKDA/2025-26

the office notice board of NKDA.

e-Tender has been invited for the following work Maintenance of
Arboriculture & gardens within the compound of Biodiversity park at
back side of street no. 37, Green verge of plot no. AC 93/9 at street no.
32, AC park at back side of Coal bhavan and Mohisgot pond at Tarulia
all are adjacent to new town action area -l under New town Kolkata
development authority for a period of 24 (twenty four) months. Estimated
Amount: Rate to be quoted by the bidder. Last date & time of submission
of technical and financial bid (On-line): 13.05.2025 upto 1.00 P.M. Details
available on Website: https:// wbtenders.gov.in & www.nkdamar.org and

NMew Town Kolkata Development Authority

Executive Engineer
(Roads & Building)

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

NOTICE FOR e-AUCTION (1st Phaze)
e-Auction Notice No: 01/SLRDC of 2025-26 Dated 30.04.2025

e-AUCTION for allotment of residential plots in Sector-l, Salt Lake,
Kolkata, West Bengal on freehold basis.

Salt Lake Reclamation and Development Circle on
behalf of the Department of Urban Development and Municipal
Affairs (UD&MA), Government of West Bengal invites online offers
from eligible individual or individual{s) for allotment of the
following residential plots in Sector-1, Salt Lake on freehold basis,
through e-auction process to be conducted in the e-auction portal
https://eauction.gov.in of National Informatics Centre,
Government of India. The e-Auction start date is 10/07/2025.
Details of the e-Auction Notice are available in the U.D. & M.A,
Department website https://udma.wb.gov.in.

Blockname PlotNo.
AA | 16
AE 392
AE | 393
AE 668
AE | 714
BA 199

. 5.349Cottah{more or less)
| 4.139Cottah(more or less)

: 4.156Cottah(more or less)
| 3.173Cottah{more or less)

Area (Cottah)

4.141Cottah{more or less)

4.144Cottah({more or less)

BE | 365
BE 374

. 4.240Cottah(more or less)

4.278Cottah(more or less)

BF | o8
BF | 117
BF 176
BF 313
D

CE

DA

DB

. 4.387Cottah(more or less)
. 4.325Cottah{more or less)

i 4.319Cottah{more or less)

_ !
.~ 5.374Cottah(more or less)
. 5.106Cottah{more or less)

)

5.388Cottah|{more or less)

5.132Cottah{more or less

ICA- THEGH[INZ025

Sd/-

Special En  gineer

Salt Lake Reclamation and Development Circle

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

(A Govt. of West Bengal Enterprise)
Regd. Office : Vidyut Bhavan, Block-D), Sector-H, Bidhannagar, Kolkata - 700 091
CIN : P40 09WEB 200756113473, www.whsedd.in

L Pty
s

WEAFOIL

WEBSEDCL invites e-Tenders as follows:

(TYNIT No.: M2/ Civil/Tender/25-26/02, Dt.: 23.04.2025 of the Zonal Manager, Midnapore Zone,
WESEML. Estimated Cost: < 97 32 390/~ for Construction of Jhargram Regional Office at the
2 Floor of the existing thargram Divisional Office, along with thorough renavetion of exsting building,
including electrification and alfied works under Mhargram Region, WBSED(L.

(2) NIT No.: WEBSEDCL/CE/EMD/2025- 26 e-tender/2, Dt.: 25.04.2025 of the Chief Engineer, Estate
Management Department, WBSEDCL, Estimated Cost: ¥ B 34 458/~ for Wainfenance of firefighting
system at G+4—storied Office Building & Kolkata FET, along with pumps & matars af Vidyut Bhavan,
LA Block Township, Data Centre Complex & Kotkata EETI Complex, WBSEDCL, New Town!

(3) NIT Mo.: RM/24PNR/Civil/2025-26/02, Dt.:

25.04.2025 of the Regional Manager, North 24

Parganas Region, WESEDCL. Estimated Cost: T 623593.16 for Construction of unmanned
Sub-Statian at Deganga under Barasar Division, WESED(T!

Extension of Time

Ref. Original NIT No.: RM/24PNR/ELEC/2025-26/01, Dtd.: 16.04.2025 of the Regional Manager,
North 24 Parganas Region, WBSEDCL, Bid Submission End Date is hereby extended up to

08.05.2025 (15:00 hrs.).

ICA- TRAOE[2) 2025

For defails, visit https://whtenders.gov.in & www.whsedd.in

SOUTH 24 PARGANAS ZILLA PARISHAD

NIT 24 of 2025-26 for
e-tendering
For details log on to
“e-procurement” link from the
website: zps24pgs.wb.gov.in
& wbtenders.gov.in

Sdy-

District Engineer

South 24 Parganas Zilla Parishad
Memo Mo. 767(3)DICOS24Pgs.  Dt.30.04 2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
MN.B.D.D NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
Notice Inviting e-Tender by the E.EJ
HNEDD Vide NieT Na. 30 (51, No. 01, 02,
03, 04, 05, 06, 07, OB, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14, 15, 16, 17, 18 & 19) of 2025-26.
Detalls of works be seen In the abowe
mentioned MNleT in the website:-
www.whtenders.gov.in &

www.whnorthbengaldev.gov.in
5d/- Executive Engineer, Morth Bengal
Development Department,

ICA- TB&20{4)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE

| E-tender is invited by the Commissioner
of Police Kolkata for “Procurament of 06
[5ix) numbers of sound proof 10 KVA
automatic Diesel Generator Sat for the
use of different Police Stations and
Traffic Guard of Bhangar Division area of
The last date far

Kolkata Pallce™
submlission aof the e-tender (s
16/05/2025 upto 12:00 hours. The NIT
Document and other details will be

available in the website:
www.whtenders.gov.in 5d/- For
Commissioner of Police, Kolkata,

PCA- TEAT B[V 202E

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
The e-Tender is being invited by the
undersigned for and on behalf of the
Governor of West Bengal against NileT
MNo.-8 of 2024-25 of SE., SWC., 55.,
PWDte. (Znd Call) for the following work
from the eligible contractors as
mentioned in the NleT. The details are
available and Online Submizsion of bid is
permitted in the wehbhsite:
https://whbtenders.gow.in from 15:00
Hrs. on 07-05-2025 up-te 14:00 Hrs, on
2B-05-2025.Tender I1D-
2025 _WBPWD_240195_1. Tender
Reference No.
WBPWD/55/SE/SWC/NIT_DE/2024_25
_2. Construction of proposed G+2
storied "Vidyasgar Bl-Centenary Building
of Tamralipta Mahavidyalava, P.5.-
Tamluk, District-Purba Medinipur.
Estimated Amount—Rs, 4,73,37.373.00
& Earmest Money - Rs. 9.46,747.00.
5d/- 5 Superintending Enginger, South
Western Circle, Social 3ector, PW. Dte.
ICA- THAST[IV2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
[N.LT. NO.: WBTC/IMD/NIT-453/

2023-24 (5th call),
WETC/IMD/NIT-483,/2024-25 (3rd call} to
WEBTC/IMD,/NIT-485/2024-25 (3rd call),
WETC/IMD/NIT-290/2024-25 (3rd call),
WEBTC/IMD,/NIT-493/2024-25 {3rd call),
WETC/IMD/NIT-404/2022-23 (6th Call),
WETC/IMD/NIT-807,/2022-23 (6th Call),
WEBTC/IMD/NIT-427/2022-23 [6th Call],
WEBTC/IMD/NIT-428/2022-23 (6th Call),
WETC/IMD/NIT-524/2024-25 (4th Call),
WEBTC/IMD/NIT-532/2024-25 [4th Call),
WETC/IMD/NIT-534/2024-25 [4th Call),
WBTC/IMD/NIT-536/2024-25 (4th Call),
WETC/IMD/NIT-537/2024-25 (ath Call),
WETC/IMD,/NIT-554,/2024-25 (4th Call),
WETC/IMD/NIT-498/2024-25 [4th Call) and
WETC/IMD/NIT-399/2024-25 [4th Cali)]

e-Tender, in prescribed from in two

viz. Technical & Financial Bids are
invited for the works below:- Civil work
for upstream power connection for
installation of e-Bus charging station at
different depot/terminus of WETC [CTC
& C5TC), infrastructural development
woarks (Civil] at different depotsf
terminus under CTC & CSTC, sinking of
deep tube-well, maintsnance works
(Civil, Sanitary & plumbing and
Electrical] at different depots &
terminus under CSTC and rencwvation
warks at Howrah Depot of WBSTC,
Published on 30/04/2025 at 09:00 A.M,
Please wislt website:
www.whbtenders.gow.in 5d/- Managing
Director, For WEBTC Limited.

ICA- THGTE(3

red portionsof the Kushalk,

hi. Delhi govt had earlier
that the irrigation and flo

gspecifically mentioned by
theaffidavit(by the MCD) s

the location anddetailsof t

Prakash Shrivastavainan

ring all these aspects.

metres of the covered dra

silted, the applicant said.

New Delhi: A Delhi court

rassment case,
Thecourtof special jud

“The revision petition

Nagar, and Bharti's efforts

NGT seeks timelines,
safety plan for drain
desilting before rains

Priyangi.Agarwal@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: National Green Tribunal has asked
MCD to give clear timelines for desilting the cove-

SunheriPul, and Defen-

ce Colony drains, which pass through south Delhi.
The tribunal asked MCD to disclose what safety
measures will be taken after desilting is completed
toensure thattheopening in thecovered portionsdo
not lead to accidents or emission of any foul smell.
Various pleas, including one by the Nizamuddin
West residents’ welfare association, were filed befo-
rethetribunaldemanding thedesiltingof 24drains.
NGT is hearing a plea regarding the desilting
of the three drains before monsoon arrives in Del-

informed the tribunal
od control department

(IF&CD) will carry out desilting of all 22 drains,
while the MCD will conduct the same exercise on-
ly for the covered portion of Kushak, Sunheri Pul
and Defence Colony drains.

“We find that the clear timeline for desilting
the covered portion of the Kushak drain, Sunheri
Pul drain and Defence Colony drain has not been

MCD. Paragraph 14 of
tates about the meeting

held by the chief secretary on April 15 and certain
decisions taken therein, but the minutes of the
meeting are also not on record. Paragraph 14 also
states that the screen at the entry of the covered
portion upstream will be provided to stop floating
material from entering the covered portion, but

hescreen... havenot be-

en mentioned,” said the bench headed by Justice

order dated April 23.

The tribunal said that MCD’s affidavit speaks
about the plan to create a middle channel in the co-
vered portion in the Defence Colony drain, butitis
not disclosed as to what safety measures will be ta-
ken after the desilting work is completed. NGT ga-
ve MCD one week to submit a fresh affidavit cove-

The tribunal wasearlier told that a stretchof 50

in will be broken open

and cleaned within 10 days.

This process will be adopted for the other cove-
red portions as well. One of the applicants earlier
told NGT that the monsoon is approaching, and no
action has been taken. In the previous monsoon,
residents had suffered huge inconvenience becau-
seof theflooding of the drains as they were not de-

Court allows Bharti to
present fresh evidence

on Wednesday allowed

former AAPMLA Somnath Bharti to present addi-
tional evidence in his defence in a 2014 sexual ha-

ge Vishal Gogne passed

the order approving Bharti's revision petition,
which challenged a trial court decision denving
his request to call additional witnesses and sub-
mit specific video recordings.

is allowed with liberty

totherevisionist tolead further evidence indefen-
ceintermsof hisapplications... which are deemed
to be allowed,” the court stated.

In Nov 2024, a magisterial court had rejected
Bharti's application to include additional eviden-
ce, following which he appealed against it. Theevi-
dence comprised seven video clips allegedly sho-
wing media coverage about prostitution in Delhi,
particularly in Khirki Extension area of Malviva

to address the issue,

The case originated in the complaint of an

African woman,

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-Tender Motice
B.l.e.T. No. 02 of EEJED of 2025-26

Executive Engineer, Electrical Division,
PHE Dte. has invited an open e-Tender
for "Different works under Electrical
Division, PHE Die.” (i} Tender Reference
MNo. WBPHED/EE/ED/S02/2025-26 (i)
Bid Submission End Date ;: 23.05.2025
Liii) Details of MIET available in website:
www, whtenders,. gov.in and
www.whphed.gowvin 5d/- Executive
Engineer, Electrical Division, PLH.E. Die,
FCA- TBERI(I)I025

who had arrived in
IndiaonJan 3, 2014,
alleged that Bharti
was one of the peo-
ple who entered
her houseonthein-
tervening night of
Jan 1516 and as-
saulted her. Tun




THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI , THURSDAY, MAY 1, 2025

NP | Awars

o | FORWPRD

MATIONAL PAMENTS

Bharat’s trusted

i

O]
3
©
"
@

3
+
.
]

ﬁi.;n*i#i—i

L

— Scan to download —

=HIMp

BHARAT INTERFACE FOR MONEY

TRUSTED AND SIMPLIFIED FOR ALL

SECURE PAYMENTS \Jl PAYMENTS

Absolutely safe transactions s Simple interface,
built for Bharat

15+ Languages, Split an Expense,
Spend Analytics, UPI Lite (PiNiess transactions)
and Family-mode




8

TIMES CITY

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
THURSDAY, MAY 1, 2025

U-Turn To Declogging

60 Stretches Made Signal-Free Since 2016

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Since 2016, at over
60 traffic intersections and T-
points, U-turns have been crea-
ted to turn the roads into sig-
nal-free stretches with the aim
of easing traffic congestion.
The exercise involved remo-
vingtraffic signals and making
U-turn points to streamline ve-
hicle flow and reduce stoppage.
Key corridors already co-
vered are Quter Ring Road
from Badli Mor to Pitampura
powerhouse and from Deepali
Chowk to Mangolpuri, KNK
Marg covering Rohini Sectors
11 to 17, Bhagwan Mahaveer
Marg (Rohini West metro sta-
tion to Sector 24) and Vikas
Marg(Laxmi Nagar metrosta-
tion to Karkari Mor). Others
where the scheme was imple-
mented include the former
BRT corridor and Arthant
Marg between Mukundpur
metro station and Azadpur fly-
over. The project also included
several smaller crossings and
T-points across the city
Among the proposals being
discussed are Ring Road betwe-
en Kingsway Camp and Civil

Lines, stretches in Rohini and
around Madhuban Chowlk.

On Tuesday, Delhi Traffic
Police requested the Public
Works Department to make al-
terations to the road infrast-
ructure on Mehrauli-Gurgaon
Road, Rohtak Road from Pee-
ragarhi Chowk to Tikri border
and Najafgarh Road from Ut-
tam Nagar Chowk to Ring Ro-
ad at Rajouri Garden to turn
them signal-free.

In the letter to PWD, Ajay
Choudhary, special commissio-
ner of police (Traffic), sugges-
ted closing the central vergesof
the main carriageways at junc-
tfions with jersey barriers and
creating cut-in-median-type U-
turns. Among other sugges-
tions made to PWD was the in-
stallation of road safety infrast-
ructure such as median mar-
kers, cat eyes, solar-blinking
studs, lane markings, transver-
se-bar markings and spring
posts at the U-turn spots.

Choudhary said, “The U-
turn scheme has been a trans-
formative initiative in our ef-
forts to streamline vehicular
flow across Delhi. Over the ve-
ars, we successfully implemen-

ted it at around 60 points, and
the results show noticeable re-
ductions in waiting times, smo-
other traffic flow and fewer con-
flict points at intersections.”

He added, “The recent sur-
veys we conducted on corri-
dors like Mehrauli-Gurgaon
Road, Rohtak Road and Najaf-
garh Road revealed significant
scope for similar improve-
ments, We've written to PWD,
suggesting minor but critical
modifications to make these
roads signal- and congestion-
free. The ultimate aim is to re-
duce delays without compro-
mising safety and to improve
Delhi's traffic experience in a
sustainable, design-driven
manner. Besides these, there
are more such points that may
be identified in the future.”

The role of Guru Hanu-
man Society of Bharat has be-
en significant in this road mo-
dification exercise. The NGO
conducts inspection and sur-
vey of road stretches in the ca-
pital, particularly in projects
that involve removal of traffic
signals and creation of U-
turns to avoid stoppage of traf-
ficat intersections.

ALREADY COVERED

> Quter Ring Road from
Badli Mor to Pitampura
Pﬂwerhnuse and from

sectors 11 to 17)

> Bhagwan Mahaveer Marg
(Rohini West Metro Station
to Sector-24)

» Vikas Marg (Laxmi Nagar
Metro Station to Karkari Mor)
» Former BRT corridor
(Sadik Nagar, Pushpa
Bhawan and Raja Ram

Marg T-point)

» Arihant Marg (between
Mukundpur Metro Station
and Azadpur Flyover)

> KNK Marg (covering Rohini .4

» Ring » Road around

Road Madhuban

between | Chowk in

Kingsway | Rohini, Mehrauli-
Campand | fromthe ket its
Civil Lines | Rithala side ks

GREEN SIGNAL TO IMPROVED TRAFFIC FLOW

SOME OF THE KEY ROADS §

» Rohtak | » Najafgarh
Road from | Road from
Peeragarhi | Uttam Nagar
Chowk Chowk to

to Tikri Ring Road (at
Border Rajouri Garden)

Suspecting relationship with sister,
16-yr-old boy stabs man in NW Delhi

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi: A man was criti-
cally injured after being stab-
bed by three boys in northwest
Delhi's Samaypur Badli. The
incident, which occurred in
broad daylight, was captured
on CCTV. The footage shows
the attackers repeatedly stab-
bingthe victim, with some bys-
tanders passively observing
the scene. The injured man
managed to escape the scene,
and shortly after, the attackers
fled as well. According to poli-
ce, the victim was allegedly in
a relationship with the sister
of one of the boys.

Police received information
around 4 pm that a man had be-
en stabbed near a pizza shop in
Veer Bazaar. Upon arriving at
the scene, they found that the
injured man—who intitially
escaped, returned to the spot
once the attackers fled—and
had already been taken to the
hospital. During the investiga-
tion, it was revealed that a juve-
nile, along with two associates,
had attacked the man at his
shop and stabbed him with a
knife. A case of attempted mur-
der has been registered.

According to police, the
victim was allegedly in a
relationship with the sister

More Roads Will Take Grade expectations! Girls outshine boys

in CISCE results — in and outside Delhi

Meghna.Dhulia
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Girls once again
outperformed boys in the Indi-
an Certificate of Secondary
Education (ICSE) and Indian
School Certificate (ISC) ex-
aminations conducted by Co-
uncil for the Indian School
Certificate Examinations (CI-
SCE), According to the results
announced on Wednesday, the
pass percentage for ICSE or
Class X was 99.09%, and for
[SC or Class XII, 99.02%,

In the Class X examina-
tions, girls achieved a pass
percentage of 99.45%, sur-
passingtheboys’ 98.64% . A si-
milar trend was observed in
the Class XII results, where
the girls’ pass percentage was
99.45% compared to 98.64%
for the boys.

In 2024, the pass percenta-
ge for ICSE was 99.47%, with
the girls’ success rate at
99.65% and the bovs' at
99.31%. For the ISC exams,
the pass percentage stood at
98.19%—598.82% for girls and
97.53% for boys.

To avoid “unhealthy com-
petition” among students, CI-
SCE discontinued announ-
cing the names of toppers
this year too. Instead, it awar-
ded merit certificates to the
students among the top 0.1%
in each subject, provided the-
re were at least 100 candida-
tes, building on a reform in-
troduced in 2024,

The board has introduced
a single consolidated docu-
ment—pass certificate-cum-
statement of marks—stream-
lining results communica-
tion for the qualifying stu-
dents. “The candidates and
stakeholders can access the
results on the official CISCE
website or through the bo-
ard’s CAREERS portal. Addi-
tionally, the results are avai-
lable on Digil.ocker,” said Cl-
SCE chief executive and se-
cretary Joseph Emmanuel.
The council also announced
that the improvement exams
for both ICSE and ISC would
be held in July.

Atotalof 2,52,057 students
from 2,803 schools appeared
for the Class X exams, with
2,308 students unable to clear
them. The Class XII exams
had 99,551 candidates across
1,460 schools, of whom 973 did

2,803 schools took exams

North

followed by southern region
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dents from 56 schools took the
[CSE examinations. Among
them, 3,600 were boys, out of
which 3,584 passed. Of the
3,044 girls, 3,037 cleared it.
This translates to an overall
pass percentage of 99.65%,
with girls once again outper-
forming boys intheregion.

In the ISC examinations,
3.456 students appeared from
46 schools in Delhi-NCR. Of
thel,841 boys, 1,828 passed, whi-
le 1,615 girls appeared and 1,610
qualified. The overall pass per-
centage stood at 99.48%, with
oirls outshining bovs.

The students with special

Among 1,184 candidates with
learning difficulties for the
Class X exams, 112 scored abo-
ve 904% while 13 of the 48 visu-
ally challenged candidatesal-
s0 achieved the same. In the
ISC exams, 29 of the 257 can-
didates with learning chal-
lenges scored above 90% as
did six of the 17 visually chal-
lenged students.

Regionally, the western
zone recorded the highest
pass percentage in ICSE at
99.83 %, followed by the sout-
hern zone at 99.73%. For ISC,
the southern region led with
apassrateof 99.76%, narrow-

The exams started on Feb
18 and concluded on March 27
for Class X, and on Feb 13 and
April 5, respectively, for Class
XII. The Class X exams were
held for 67 written subjects,
including 20 Indian and 14 fo-
reign languages, and one
classical language. The Class
XII exams covered 47 sub-
jects, comprising 12 Indian
and four foreign languages,
and twoclassical languages.

This yvear, CISCE introdu-
ced a range of iInnovative in-
terventions to strengthen the
transparency, fairness and ef-
ficiency of its examination

system, is one such step.
which provided real-time mo-
nitoring of examination
centres, enhancing logistical
security and deterring mal-
practices. This intervention
came in the wake of examina-
tions such as UGC and NEET
being under the scanner last
vear over allegations of pa-
per leaks and other irregula-
rities. All exam centres also
had continuous CCTV surve-
illance. The measures to se-
cure confidential materials
were fortified through better
coordination with custodi-
ansand logistics agencies.

at Gandhi

New Delhi: A major fire
broke out in three clothing
shops at Gandhi Nagar
Market in east Delhi on
Wednesday afternoon, pro-
mpting a swift response
from emergency services
and the evacuation of near-
by stores.

According to fire depart-
ment, they received a dis-
tress call around 2 pm about
afire inashop located on the
market’s main road. Eight fi-
re tenders were dispaiched
to the scene. However, the
blaze quickly spread to two

of one of the accused, who
works in Shalimar Bagh. Her
two brothers opposed the
relationship. A few months
ago, the elder brother in-
structed the victim to dis-
tance himself from his sister,
said police.On Tuesday, the
vounger brother, a 16-year
old, along with two associa-
tes, attacked the man and
stabbed him, said police, ad-
ding, thevictim, who works at
abuilder's office in Badarpur,
Delhi, sustained injuries to
his stomach. Police said the
attackers have been identifi-
ed, and teams have been for-
med to apprehend them.

1 Nagar Market

adjacent shops, fuelled by
large quantities of fabric
stored inside.

Thick black smoke and
towering flames were visib-
le from a distance, making
firefighting efforts diffi-
cult. The blaze was brought
under control after nearly
two hours of intense effort.

Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest a short circuit
may have triggered the fire.
Gandhi Nagar Police have re-
aistered a case and launched
an investigation. Nocasualti-
es have been reported. T
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HOMAGE TO THE DEPARTED 5C L1

REMEMBRANCE

SHARING MEMORIES

PRAYER MEETING |

DEATH
ANNIVERSARY
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~ 4™ ANNIVERSARY :

ANIL KUMAR SHARMA
- - -
Your love, laughter &
memories remain forever
in our hearts.

Mot a day goes by without
remembering you.

Deeply missed & fondly

E With profound sorrow %

we inform the sad demise of

Smit. Pramila Ojha
Wifie of Nar Narayan Ojho

and deep regret, 1

EI‘StWhlIE Major General (Medical),
Headquarters Western Command.
May God grant eternal peace to the departed
soul and strength to the bereaved family.

Maj Gen Jitendra
Nath Phukan (Retd)

(01.10.1938-28.04.2025)

DGAFMS and all ranks
of AFMS family deeply
mourn the sad demise
of Maj Gen Jitendra
Nath Phukan (Retd),

Maj Gen AC Sharma, AVSM, VSM (Retd)

We miss you every mo-
ment in our life, vour pre-
sence continues to sur-
round us,
vou are always there. Re-
membered by: Mr. Ratish Sharma (Son), Mob:
9971677331, Mrs. Kalpana Sharma (Daughter-
in-law), Ms. Thea & Leah (Grand Daughters)
and all members of the Sharma Family.

In Loving Memory of

16.04.1940-01.05.2021

in our hearts,

remembered by
family and friends

e

* Those we love don't go
L away, They walk beside us |

% every day . G_"[%
Lk B

TO BOOK
AN OBITUARY AD
PLEASE CONTACT

i
i1

The prayer mesting

May 2, 2025 from
A:30 pm to 5:30 pm

Arya Samaj Mandir,
Vasant Vihar, New Delhi.

Grief Stricken:-

Mar Narayan Ofha

Son & Daughter-in-taw:
PArinal Ojha & Swasti Rana

Daughter & Son-in-law:

and Jai Arjun Singh

ﬁ Vidhi, Devraj, Meeara

willl be hield on

Hushbard:

. e |
g7

at Igbal Singh Chima (Retd), commissioned in
1968 and served with APTC. May God grant
eternal peace to the departed soul & strength
to the bereaved familvy NOK:- Mrs Louisa
(wife) Mob: 6395797247 Address: Flat No
602, L. Block 6th Floor, Harbhajan Vihar,
Sector-114, Mohali-140307.

1 COLONEL IQBAL SINGH CHIMA (Retd)
(06 Dec 1943 - 30 Apr 2025)

Colonel Commandant
and all ranks of Army
Physical Training Corps
family deeply mourn the
sad demise of Colonel

Abhiasha Ojha

Grandchildren: ]

15

a['?{}‘; is ané étarndl
:I'rugg#r: hetwoeen the

jlrarc'e.! EJ-EEQJ r:n:.J -E"I:"I]T ’
s Spake Larathishtra

live in ’rhe hearts of all your well wishers and
loved ones. Stay happy wherever you are.
SUVRA GHOSH, SAYANTI GHOSH AND
SOUMINI GHOSH

the departed Soul has touc
In Loving Memory of

The silent joy of remembering a loved one.

The moments you shared together.
Little moments that make life beautiful.

Share them. With Friends. Relatives. Neighbours.

Colleagues. With all those whose lives

when you share memories, they stay on forever.

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The court of addi-
tional sessions judge Dhirend-
ra Ranadismissed the third ba-
1l application of a womanaccu-
sed in an acid attack case, ob-
serving that no fresh grounds
were pleaded on behalf of the
accused in the present applica-
tion. The case centres on alle-
eations that the woman, Ruby,
and her co-accused attacked a
woman at her matrimonial ho-
me in 2018.

According to the prosecu-
tion, on June 17, 2018, the sur-
vivor alleged that her sister-
m-law Ruby and mother-in-
law Guddi, along with her
brother-in-law Neeraj, pulled
her hair, and her husband Ji-
tender forcefully put acid into
her mouth,

Advocate Aditi Drall, appe-
aring on behalf of the survi-
vor, argued that the nature of
the allegations was serious.
She further added that the ac-
cused filed for bail before the
high court, where arguments
were heard at length before
Delhi High Court, and thereaf-
ter, the application was with-
drawn. Since then, there has
been no change in circumstan-

Fire breaks out in 3 shops  Acid attack: Third bail Court grants
plea of woman denied

bail to CBI's
prosecutor in
corruption case

Tinmes News NETWORK

ces, and it is further submitted
that the examination of the
victim is vet to be completed.
The counsel appearing for
Ruby, who is HIV positive, sub-
mitted before the court that she
was falsely implicated in this
case due to wear and tear in the
matrimonial dispute arising

New Delhi: A Delhi court on Mon-
day granted regular bail to CBI's
public prosecutor arrested in a cor-
ruption case. This case is linked

. with the alleged demand for a bribe
The SIII"HI"A_'ﬂr all_eged of Rs 35 lakh by the accused from
that her sister-in-law  the complainant to get a favourable
|i|||,'|yr and order for him. The complainant is
mother-in-law an accused in another case.

ddi. al " While granting bail, the court
Guddi, a ong with of special CBI judge Mukesh Ku-
her brother-in-law mar considered the facts and cir-
N'EEI'ﬂi : pu“ed her cumstances, noting that the accu-
hair. and her sed was in judicial custody for mo-

4 2 re than 15 days and that no recove-
husband Jitender ry was made at the instance of the
forcefully put acid accused, Anil Tanwar. He was ar-
into her mouth rested on April 10

“Itisalsoto be noted that no ve-
rification related to the present
accused has been made by the [O.
Accused Anil Tanwar is a CBl offi-
cial, and he was not caught red-
handed, and noincriminating ma-
terial was recovered from his pos-
gession,” the court said.

The court noted that despite the
fact that the accused was interroga-
ted in police custody, no new mate-
rial was brought on record by the
investigation officer, “which indi-
cates that the presence of the accu-

between the injured and her in-
laws. She has been in judicial
custody since Feb 19, 2024. The
counsel also said that the gro-
unds of arrest were not served
upon the accused by the [0, and
co-accused person Somwatl,
who was arrested after being
declared a proclaimed offen-
der; has been granted bail.

The judge rejected these
contentions point by point.

hed. Because while life goes on,

Total
Outlay

5,600

B.B0O

6,600

BUDDHA DEB GHOSH !
Publications
20,11.1952 - 01.05.2021 The Times of India Delhi/NCR|
TOI+NBT (Delhi, NCR)
Four vyears without Iig:?m{f{:mr‘mﬂ}
yvou. We miss your

protective shield as a
brother, father, husband
and friend. Hay you
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sed is no longer required for the
purpose of investigation.”
Advocates Harsh Sharma and
Lakshay Parashar, appearing for
Tanwar, said that the officials of
CBI falselv implicated Tanwar and
prepared forged documents sho-
wing the involvement of the accu-
sed. The counsels also submitted

TOID Capital + NBT (Delhi+NCR)

that the accused was not keeping
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1295 well medieally, adding that he was

1360 taken to hospital for a medical

780 check-up. Considering the condi-

tion of the accused, he was admit-

900 ted to hospital and was sent to judi-
505 cial custody till April 15.

715 On April 15, the accused was

remanded to judicial custody till

100 April 29. The counsels further sa-

k *Placement on specified obit pages only.® This rate benefit is extended up till
the size of 320 sq. cm only. » ## Full run includes Dethi City + NCR (Including
Gurgaon + Noida] + Chandigarh + Western U.P. + Uttarakhand » TOI Capital
[Delhi & MNCR) Includes TOH Gurgaon & T01 Noida.

To place an Obituary announcement or
Remembrance message please call

Vinod: 9958992088

Pankaj: 8130604721

id that Tanwar was not keeping
well, and he was being observed in
the medical room of the dispensa-
ry of Tihar Jail.

“"Accordingly, keeping in view
thefacts and circumstances of the
present case, | am of the conside-
red opinion that the applicant/ac-
cused isentitled to the grant of ba-
il,” the judge said, admitting Tan-
war on bail on furnishing a perso-
nal bond of Rs 1,00,000 with one
surety of like amount.

CBI opposed the bail applica-
tion and filed a reply stating that
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the allegations against the accu-
sed areserious in nature.
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Rings Operating On Chat App

Suspects Booked Under Sections Of IPC, IT And Pocso Acts

Rajshekhar.Jha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Central Burean
of Inwvestigation (CBI) has
dismantled international pa-
edophile rings operating on
the chat app Discord follo-
wing multiple raids in Delhi
and Mumbai that led to the
recovery of “incriminating”
digital evidence, The central
agency has registered two
FIRs in the case and arrested
one of the suspects, accor-
dingto sources.

Discord is a voice, video
and text chat app used hy peo-
ple aged over 13 to talk and
hangout with their communi-
ties and friends. The suspects,
including a Delhi resident, al-
legedly used the platform to
tap, sexually exploit and inti-
midate minor girls in the US.

The raids were conducted
as part of Operation Hawk
2025, aglobal operation targe-
ting online child exploitation

CBI OFFICIAL SAYS

The accused also
intimidated the minor
to continue sharing
her images/videos,
threatening to make
the content viral on
the internet

with international links. CBI
started an investigation after
receiving inputs from FBI,
sources said.

“The international opera-
tions division registered two
cases againstthe suspectsun-
der sections of IPC and IT
Act, besides Pocso Act, and
kicked off a probe,” said an
agency spokesperson.

The official added that the
investigation led to the iden-
tification of two accused —
Mukul Saini from Delhi and
Sheik Muizz Ahmed, a resi-

dent of Mangaluru. Saini
was allegedly operating four
[Ds, namely ‘Tzumis412’, ‘Tzu-
mi707%, ‘Deadddd6873’ and
Arisu’, on Discord and enga-
ginginonlinechats with ami-
nor girl from the US. He alle-
gedlyinducedthegirltoenga-
ge in sexual chats with him.

“The accused also intimi-
dated the minor to continue
sharing her images/videos,
threatening to make the con-
tent viral on the internet,”
the official said.

Following the registra-
tion of the case, CBI conduc-
ted extensive searches at va-
rious locations in Delhi lin-
ked to the accused, which led
to the recovery of electronic
devices like mobile phones
and computer hard disks.
These contained Incrimina-
ting digital evidence relating
to the case, said the official.

In the second case, Ahmed
was found operating an ID
‘heisenberg7343’. He, too, was

MCD polls for ward committee,
standing committee posts soon

Vibha.Sharma@timesofindia.com

New Delhi;: Following the
completion of tenure for 12 zo-
nal ward committees on
March3l, MCD issettorelease
a notice next week regarding
fresh elections for the posts of
chairmen and deputy chair-
men in these committees.
This step will facilitate the
constitution of the standing
committee and enable the
election of its pending mem-
bers as well as chairman.

The civic body has approa-
ched the current zonal com-
mittee chairmen to provide
common dates for holding the
next election before releasing
the official notification. After
that, at least seven days will be
given to the interested candi-
dates to submit or withdraw
their nominations to contest
the chairmen and deputy cha-
irmen elections, said officials.

Of the 12 zones, as of now,
seven have chairmen from
BJP, including Shahdara So-
uth, Shahdara North, Narela,

Najafzarh, Keshavpuram, Ci-
vil Lines and Central. The re-
maining five zones have cha-
irmen from AAP including
City Sadar Paharganj, South,
Karol Bagh, West and Rohini.
Though AAP lost the majori-
ty and its number of council-
lors reduced from 132 in Sept
202410 113 in April 2025, it still
maintains a majority in the
above five zones, and in some
places, the gap is really big.
The standing committee
members from the two zones,
City Sadar Paharganj and So-
uth Zone, will be elected. The-
se two seats were vacated af-
ter the sitting standing com-
mittee members from the abo-
ve two zones, Purandeep
Sawhney and Prem Chauhan,
won the assembly elections.
In the 18- member standing
committee, 12 are elected from
each of the 12 zonal committe-
es, and the remaining six are
elected in the house directly.
While the former Mavor and
AAP councillor Shelly Oberoi
challenged the zonal ward

committee elections held in
Sept 2024 in the Supreme Co-
urt, officials claimed that no
stay was given by the court in
conducting the next elections.
The matter related to the
election of the 18th member,
Sunder Singh Tanwar (Bhati
Ward), in the house meeting
was also challenged in the co-
urt by AAP The seat for one of
the standing committee mems-
bers, Gajendra Daral (from
Mundka Ward), is also lying
vacant as the councillor won
the assembly election. “In Ma-
v's house meeting, the election
forthisseat will take place,and
the agenda will be included in
the list of business to be placed
in the house,” said an official.
OUncetheelectionof chair-
men and deputy chairmen in
12 committees, as well as
three standing committee
members, is completed, MCD
will work towards the consti-
tution of the standing coms-
mittee and conducting its
chairman election, possibly
inJune, said officials.

allegedly engaging in enline
chats of a sexual nature with
a minor girl from the US, in-
ducing her to share images
and videos with him over the
platform. “The accused also
intimidated the minor to en-
gage in obscene sexual activi-
ties online,” said the official.

A case was registered and
CBI conducted raids in Mum-
bai and Mangaluru. They fo-
und amobile phone and alap-
top containing material Ah-
med obtained from the mi-
nor. He was subsequently
arrested and sent to judicial
custody.

The action follows opera-
fions like Carbon and Megh
Chakra carried out by CBl in
2021 and 2022. “These opera-
tionsaimtotraceaccused, su-
spects and conspirators loca-
ted across international ju-
risdictions, requiring a glo-
bally  coordinated law
enforcement response,” said
the agency spokesperson.

CBI Busts Global Paedophile Terminal building not ready yet,

Noida airport to miss May 15 date

Aditya.Dev@timesofindia.com

Noida: Noida International
Airport is set tomiss its third
deadline on May 15, given by
chief minister Yogi Aditya-
nath, as work on the terminal
building 13 unlikely to be
complete by then.

While there is no word vet
on the new date, sources indi-
cated thelaunch wasunlikely
within the next two months.

The airport, as of now, is
running one vyear behind
schedule, [ts original deadline
was Sept 29, 2024, which wasre-
vised to April 17, 2025. But with
the work on the terminal
building not complete, the date
for domestic flight operation
was revised to May 15 and in-
ternational flight to June 25,

UP has imposed a fine of Rs
10 lakh per day on concessio-
naire YIAPL from Jan 1 for the
delay incompleting the project.

On Tuesday, chief secreta-
rvy Manoj Kumar Singh con-
ducted a site inspection in Jew-
ar and met officials from Ya-
muna International Airport
Private Limited (YIAPL), Tata

File phota

UP has imposed a fine of 10L per day on YIAPL from Jan 1 for the delay

Projects Limited and Noida In-
ternational Airport Limited
(NIA). Singh will now held a
stakeholder meeting to set new
completion timelines and sub-
mit a full report within 15days.

At the meeting, the CM
emphasised the need for ur-
gency. Senior officials were
directed to do regular review
meetings and hold direct dis-
cussions with the chairman
of Tata Sons.

While the current con-

struction status has not been
officially disclosed, the over-
all physical progress of the
project till March 10 was 80%.
The runway and associated
airside infrastructure, which
were 90% complete, were to
be ready by April. The pas-
sengerterminal building was
onlv 80% complete, with steel
roofing and internal finish-
ing still underway. The water
and sewage treatment plants,
both 40% complete, were also

behind schedule.

Though the ATC building
was to be completed by March
3l, the commissioning of
CNS/ATM systems by Air-
ports Authority of India(AAI
was projected only by April 30.

Officials earlier told the
CM that non-issuance of the
aerodrome licence from Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), along with pend-
ing construction, were major
roadblocks tocommenceflight
operation by April 30.

At a DGCA review meet-
ing on Marech 5, AAl submit-
ted that limited ATC func-
tionality could be achieved
for its inspection after April
30. The Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) in-
formed that after reviewing
key safety documents, it had
made some observations that
required compliance. BCAS
said it would need 45 days af-
ter receiving the responses to
issuethe security clearance.

At the meeting, YIAPL
was asked to submit oper-
ational scenarios, given the
terminal’s incomplete status.

Biz boom: Clty sees 21k weddings in a day

Tinves News NETWORK

New Delhi: There were hap-
pyfaces all around in the city
on Akshaya Tritiva on Wed-
nesday. Beaming couples to-
ok their vows at the 21,000
weddings ontheday And tho-
se involved in this gargantu-
an festivity — hoteliers, ban-
quet hall operators, caterers,
event managers, beauty sa-
lons, decorators, et all — real-
Iy had no reason not to smile
broadly, And with more au-
spicious marriage dates
scheduled in May, the prices
of products and servicesrela-
ted to the wedding industry
will continue to rise, accor-
dingtohappy businesspeople
and their organisations.

Nearly all hotels and ban-
quet halls were fully booked
on Wednesday, while services
such as catering, event orga-
nising, beauty treatments
and decoration received sub-
stantial bookings, as repor-
ted by the Chamber of Trade
and Industry (CTT).

Brijesh Goyal, chairman,
CTI, contentedly reported

Jakin H;!J!ITIEF

The hospitality, jewellery and event management sectors saw turnover
of 1,000 crore on Akshaya Tritiva, said CTl chairman Brijesh Goyal

the hospitality, jewellery and
event management sectors
saw a turnover of around Rs
1,000 crore on Akshava Triti-
va, “The hotels and banguet
halls increased their rates 10-
15% duetovery high demand.
With more weddings expec-
ted on May 7 and 8, this trend
will continue,” he said.

The gold, silver and jewel-

lery business in Delhi alone
transacted Rs 200 crore worth
of sales, revealed CTIgeneral
secretarv and gold seller Gur-
meet Arora. “Although most
people are demanding light-
welght jewellery due to the
soaring gold price, we prepa-
red in advance knowing what
they would require. We made
gold and diamond jewellery

in smaller sizes and there
was a huge demand for the-
se,” said Arora. “This year,
the price of 10 grams of gold
is about Rs 97,000 when last
vear on Akshaya Tritiva, it
was priced at Rs 73,500.”

The Confederation of All
[ndia Traders similarly clai-
med that the capital managed
a turnover of Rs 5,000 crore
across all sectors on Akshaya
Tritiva. “Considered ahighly
favourable day in Hindu cul-
ture, Akshaya Tritiva is beli-
eved to bring prosperity. That
is why weddings held on this
day are thought to be especi-
ally blessed,” said Praveen
Khandelwal, CAIT national
secretary general and BJP
ME “According toour estima-
tes, wedding-related spen-
ding today alone is likely to
exceed Rs 5,000 crore in Delhi.
Weddings drive significant
business activity across a wi-
derangeof sectors, including
apparel, jewellery, food and
catering, decoration, photog-
raphy, transport, hotel boo-
Kings, event management
and floral services.”

MP KHANDELWAL SAYS

Considered a highly
favourable day in
Hindu culture, Akshaya
Tritiya is believed to

bring prosperity

Khandelwal added that In-
dia's wedding industry had
now grown to over Rs 10 lakh
crore, though it hadn’t vet be-
en given industry status.
“There is a need for a structu-
red policy framework, proper
monitoring and regulations
to organise this vast sector
and curb cash-based transac-
tions,” he said. “Granting in-
dustry status to the wedding
sector and implementing re-
gulatory oversight can bring
more transparency and
strength to the Indian econo-
my. I have urged the central
govt to form a high-level com-
mittee to recognise the wed-
ding sector, gather input from
stakeholders, andformulatea
comprehensive policy™
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‘INTE IONALLY SKIPPING HEARINGS’: COURT WARNS
MALAIKA ARORA OF NBW IN 2012 SAIF ASSAULT CASE

g_njbay state was split

e ——— e

along linguistic lines to form

Gujarat and Maharashtra

on this day in 1960

5 medics killed as car rams into house

speeding car carrying six medical students crashed into a

roadside shop and house in Nellore district of Andhra Pradesh
on Wednesday, killing five of them and a 50-year-old man, reports
Sandeep Raghavan. One student sustained grievous injuries in
the accident, which took place in Pothireddypalem village of

Kovur mandal on the Chennai-Mumbai national highway.

According to police, the six second-year MBBS students of a
private medical college were returning to Nellore after attending
a function at Buchireddypalem. The car was being driven by one
of the students, who lost control of the vehicle while crossing a
petrol bunk and smashed the vehicle into the shop and the
adjacent house at a high speed. A man inside the house, Venkata
Ramanaiah (50) died instantly, while local cops rushed the
injured students to a local hospital, where five of them died while
undergoing treatment. The deceased students were identified as
Naresh Naik, Abhishek Raj, Jeevan Chandra Reddy, Yagnesh and
Abhi Sasi Purushotham. The lone survivor, Navaneeth Shankar,

is undergoing treatment at a private hospital in Nellore.

STA STICS Aslice of life in numbers
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10 Runs Per Over Is
Becoming Normal In IPL

IPL teams aren’t just crossing 200 — they're consistently
smashing past it with record-breaking frequency as the rise in
220-plus scores (i.e. more than 10 runs an over) shows
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New Delhi: The desire to
negate efforts to retard broad-
er Hindu consolidation ap-
pears fo have plaved a major
role inthedecisionof theCab-
inet Committee on Political
Affairs to include caste enu-
meration in the next census.
While political watchers
are linking the move to as-
sembly elections in Bihar,
sources pointed out that the
political field had been lev-
elled inthestate withthe caste
survey already completed.
Besides, the move was
closely associated with Bihar
CM Nitish Kumar, BJP’s alli-
ance partner, leaving little
space for RJD's Tejaswi Ya-
dav toclaim braggingrights.
A major consideration ap-
pears to have been to check at-
tempts to split Hindus on
caste lines, a cause for con-
cern for BJP and RSS, which
has been working on Hindu
consolidation since incep-

COURT ISSUES NON-BAILABLE WARRANT AGAINST
MEHUL CHOKSI IN 55-CRORE LOAN FRAUD CASE

Caste census BJP’s bid to stop Govt must give a
erosion of broader Hindu unity

NUMBERS GAME

1881-1931: British Raj included
caste enumeration in Census

1951: Junked in independent
India's first Census, except
for SCs and S5Ts

1961: States allowed
to conduct surveys to
prepare their OBC lists

2011: UPA undertakes caste
enumeration as a part of Socio-
Economic & Caste Census

2016: SECC data published,
caste excluded

2018: Rajnath Singh, then home
minister, speaks about OBC
data collection in Census 2021

_ 2023: Cong demands an
‘up-to-date’ caste census

2024: Bihar, Telangana
publish caste survey

data. Karnataka undertook

survey, yet to release data

tion. Sources pointed out that
the decision came hours after
aone-on-one meeting between
PrimeMinister Narendra Mo-
diand RSSchief Mohan Bhag-
wat on Tuesday, which capped
parleyvs at different levels of
Sangh and BJP leadership.
The electoral success of
BJP over the last decade
has been facilitated largely
by agglomeration of many
caste groups comingtogether
with OBCs and upper castes
making a common cause.

starting with 2024 general
elections there has been a con-
certed attempt to splinter the
coalition by reviving the thesis
of OBC-Dalit-Muslim unity,
which may have resulted in
some groups moving towards
the Mandal pillar. The latest
move may help BJP arrest the
drift and make fresh bridges.

It was, however, not clear
that theestimateof anational-
istresurgence, which will sup-
plant any ‘savarna’ resent-
ment over caste census, was

partof the larger calculus.

In addition, BJP insiders
suggested the party stands on
a stronger footing, having
seized the main talking point
from the opposition by taking
the initiative, which Congress
could not achieve despite its
long governance tenure. They
sald the party can rightfully
claim it has delivered while
Congress only talked about it.

While there was initial ap-
prehension about the deci-
sion, overall assessment was
that caste survevs in some of
thestates had notcaused much
turbulence on the ground.

BJPsourcessaid that there
was no “unease” as PM Modi
1s himself an OBC, while par-
ties like Samajwadi Party and
Rashtriva Janata Dal, are
identified withdominant OBC
castes, which can repel with
polarisation of smaller castes
against it. The party is also
confident of upper caste sup-
port as it has already imple-
mented a 10% quota for the ec-
onomically weaker sections.

This will empower weaker sections: Shah

Oppn parties clamour to take
credit for govt’s decision

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: BJP and other
constituentsof NDA Tuesday
hailed Modi govt's announce-
ment of casteenumeration in
the next census as historic
and a reflection of its com-
mitment tosocial equality,
Home minister Amit

exploited and deprived, where-
as Nadda said it is an impor-
tant step to bring into the
mainstream castes that are
lagging behind socially, eco-
nomically and educationally.
Chouhan criticised Con-
gress for not conducting caste
enumeration,  questioning,
“Who suppressed Kaka Kalel-

Shah, defence minister
Rajnath Singh, BJP
president J P Nadda
and a host of other lead-
ers, including the par-
ty's OBC faces, lauded
PM Modi, with agricul-
ture minister Shivraj Chou-
handescribing itasanunprec-
edented development towards
the cause of social justice,
“Thisdecision willempow-
er all economiecally and social-
ly backward classes, promote
inclusion, and pave new paths
for the progress of deprived,”
Shah posted on X in Hindi.
Singh said thedecision will
empower those who have been

kar’s report? What was
Congress’s position
when Mandal Commis-
sion report was present-
ed? Congress has always
opposed caste census.”
BJP allies were
unanimous in greeting Modi
oovi's announcement. Bihar
CM Nitish Kumar hailed the
development as a matter of
“oreat happiness”, while TDP
chief CM N Chandrababu Nai-
du said it underscored PM Mo-
di’s “deep commitment” to in-
clusive governance. Sena’s Ek-
nath Shinde called it a “deci-
sive step” towards achieving
genuinesocial justice in India.

Times News NETWORK

TDA govt’s announce-
k ment to include caste

survey in the next cen-
sus triggered a battle among
various political parties
Wednesday for taking
credit, with each claim-
ing that it was the pres-
sure mounted by them
on this issue that forced
the Centre's hand.

“The decision to get caste
census done is a cent per cent
victory of PDA (an abbrevia-
tion SP uses for OBCs, Dalits
and minorities), which com-
prise90% of population. It was
a result of our pressure that
BJP was left with no option
and compelled to take the deci-
sion,” Akhilesh Yadav said.

BSP chief Mayawati said

the move was “extremely de-
Iayed”, but a step in the right
direction. “BSP has been de-
mandingthisforalongtime.”
Claiming it was the social-
ists who first raised demand
for caste census, RJD
chief Lalu Prasad said
in a post: “What social-
ists think today, others
follow later... They
would make BJP people
dance to their tune”
However, JDU said it was CM
Nitish Kumar who first envi-
sionedthe ideaof castecensus
when he was with INDIA bloc.
Terming the movea ‘hard-
earned victory' for DME, Ta-
mil Nadu chief minister M K
Stalinsaid inapost: “Wewere
the first to adopt a resolution
in the legislative assembly
demanding castecensus.”

timeline for caste
census, says Rahul

iii[l LINE OF NO CONTROL SANDEEP ADHWARYU

LOWER CASTE GROOM BREUTALISEP FOR RIPING HORSE

Subodh.Ghildiyal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Rahul Gandhi de-
manded that the Centre pro-
vide the timeline by when
caste census would be done,
even as he warned that the ex-
ercise will only bear fruits if it
is designed to ask the right
questions as done by the sur-
vey conducted by Congress-
led govt in Telangana. The
Congress MP said caste cen-
sus 1s required to Know
participation of weaker
sections in institutions
and power structure, so
that they can be given
“access fo power”.

As he dubbed caste &
census “a first step.a big
step” in changing the devel-
opment paradigm, Rahul de-
manded the govt abolish the
50% limit on reservations
and immediately implement
castequotas inprivate educa-
tional institutions. in line
with the Constitutional
amendment of Article 15(3).

But the leader of opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha expressed
“immediate suspicion™ that
the govt on the census will

WILL THEY CENSUS
MY SCARS TOO?

adopt a “strategyv on timeline”
as in the women's reservation
hill, suggesting that its execu-
tion will be kept open-ended.
Claiming BJP was forced
to change its stance under
Congress pressure, Rahul
mocked, “PM Modi used to
say there are only four castes
but now suddenly announced
caste census”. He was refer-
ring to Modi's election
speeches, in which the PM,
rubbishing the demand for
caste census, said the
only four castesthatex-
ist for him are “women,
vouth, poor, farmers”.
Rahul, who has
turned caste census in-
to a sort of mascot of
Congress’s growing social
justice platform over the past
twoyears, held apressertore-
act to the govt announcement
— indicating that he views it
as a victory with evidence
that “BJP can be pressured”.
Heasserted that Congress
pushed the demand with a
massive grassroots cam-
paign, which had its effect on
the govt. “We welcome the de-
cision. It is our vision, they
have adopted it,” Rahul said.
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Motification for Election of Collegium and Governing Body Election— 2025

SCHEDULE OF ELECTION OF GOVERNING BODY

| Rajinder Bansal, Returning Officer-cum-General Secretary, Vaish Education Society (Regd.) Rohtak is hereby declare the
schedule of Election of Collegium & Governing Body 2025 on behalf of Vaish Education Society { Regd.) Rohtalk.
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Munirka, New Delhi- 110067,
intends o purchase Unit bearing
Mo. 106 B, Laft Wing at Gth Floor,
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H52.76 5q. Mtrs in the commercial

Canreecticeg Propde, [onnsciing RMesd
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TO ADVERTISE IN THE CLASSIFIEDS SECTION,
FOR ANY OF THE BELOW MENTIONED CATEGORIES

Please call us at the
below mentioned nos.

Contact Person Mobile No.
Amit Ghosh 9811790649
Rajeev Khullar = 95600 02888
Raghav Arora | 99999 95460
Sunil Srivastava 99994 99496
Aman Pasricha 93126 33518
Amit Ghosh 98117 90649
Sunil Srivastava

' 99994 99496

building known as The Capilal
Court', constructed over Plot No
M.5.-1, at Local Shopping Centre,
Munirka Phasze-lli, Mew Delhi-
110067 (hereinafter referred fo as
‘Schedule Property”) from  Mr
Ankur Gogia Sto of Mr Salish
Gogia, Rio C-112, Vasant Vihar,
Mew Delhi 110057. It is hereby
informed to the general public that
any person/bankifinancial
institubans elc. having any claim,
charge, mortgage, right, title and
ifarasf etc on the Schedule
Property, are hereby requested to
inform Pav Law Offices F1/11 Hauz
Khas Enclave New Delhi-110016
in writing by Registerad Postie-
mail to manageri@pavio.in along
with supporting documents within
fifieen days from the date of
publication of this notice, failing
which the claim of such persons will
be deemed to have Deen waived
and [ or abandoned and the buyer
ghall procesd to complete the
proposed fransachion,

Place: New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

TENLERS

Publication Date:

registered under Vasika No.
7343 dated 04-09-2002, the
ownetrship of the said unit is
recorded in the name of Mr.

Logon to: ads.timesofindia.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

in ‘as is where is' condition.
e-Auction will be conducted by
MSTC Lid. for further details/

01-05-2025 : n
. Ffiﬂ Chennai Port Authority
As per the property records | G I VETTTRITTEN ) T
af the Municipal —~ . e . COMPUTER
Corporation Of Gurugram Auction Notice SOFTWARE
(MCG), Unit ID  No: No.52/280/2025/M
151 Crsenmaod city,| | &huction s invied for the sale
Gurugram, 122001, and| | of Floating Craft Tug Bharathiar

PC, Laptop

Available for Rent

PROPERTY

FOCUS

Krishan Chandra Sharma, corrigendum, if  any, visit :
Si" o Mr  Ram Chandra) | www.mstccommerce.com, Tablet, Mobile
ST www.chennaiport.govin, w
Following the demise of Mr. Auction date is 22.05.2025
Krigshan Chandra Sharma on 5/
16-01-2025, Mr.  Dili "
Sharma 5/o Mr }{l'lshag Deputy Conservator INTEHN ET
{ SECURITY
Chandra Sharma, has
submitted a request based
on a Registered Will dated E-AUCTION NOTICE- WWW.N DEI‘H".I'IEt
10-06-2013 as the legal heir VARIOUS DAMAGED
of tlhe said unit and has MACHINES AND B 92.72.70.70.50
applied to  have the CERTAIN SPARE 98.22.88.25.66
ownership transferred in
his name. PARTS
E- Auction forms are invited
:?Ej’:whf;“ﬂ]“ s :‘ﬂ';lrﬁmil} strictly on “As Is Where Is” pers onal
transfer of ownership of the basis, on ‘Nos and weight for
sl.;;: ;'lDLE rl~|1 1; "mjd (Unit - ﬁ: disposal of various damaged
F ? ress: H-131, i ; s
Greenwood City, Gurugram, enginearad: aquipmansy CHANGE OF NAME I

122001) may file their
objection in writing at the
undersigned’s office within
30 ([thirty) days from the
date of publication of this
notice.

[f m objections are received
within the stipulated period,
the name of the applicant
shall be transferred in the
property ownership
records. The Municipal
Corporation of Gurugram
(MCG) shall not be held
liable for any claims
thereafter.

Ref No.: MCG/ZTO-
IV/2025/9744 Zonal
Taxation Officer - 4
Municipal Carporation OF
Gurugram, Harvana

BOOK YOUR
EDUCATION ADS

TO BOOK ONLINE LOG ON TO

@:imeml‘mdia.m

[ ey

For booking

please contact
Aman : 9312633518

machines and spare paris
lying at Teesta-Vl H.E.

P ro)] ec¢ct
Sikkimbelongingto M/s
Patel Engineering Ltd.
Damaged Material can be
inspected at M/s Patel
Engineering Ltd. Between
01/05/25 to 10/05/25.E-
Auction to be held on
12105/25.

For E-Auction forms, Contact
Mr. Ashish Rajak at Mob:
09870570511, 8383826416
of Optimum Realiser E-
Auctionner Pvt Ltd

I Vijender Jain 70 Mehar
Chand Jain, R/o 1305 Ivory
Tower The Betreat South City 1
Gurgaon 122001 Harvana, have
changed name from Yijender
Kumar Jain to Vijender Jain
for all future purposes,

I have changed my name from
Swaranjeet Kaur to Swarnjeet
Kaur Vo Gurdey Singh B/o
ME-20, Vishnu Garden, Tilak
Nagar, New Delhi - 110018,

BOOK YOUR

CLASSIFIED

» 5500 sqft » Single floor plate* Brand New Furnishing
» B0 workstations » 4 cabins = Meeting Room
» Conference Room « Cafeteria

Floors rented to MNC's
24 hour working

Maximum Visibility
from highway

BBUARE

BOOK YOUR
MATRIMONIAL

ADS

FOR BOOKING PLEASE CONTACT:

Amit Ghosh: 9811790649
TO BOOK ONLINE LOG ON TO

Readers are recommanded o make appropriate
arguires and seek appropriate adwca bafore
sanding monay, INcuming any expansas, acting on
medical recommendations or enlering inlo any
commitment in relation fo any advertisement
published in this publication. The Times Of India

Group doesn’l vouch for any caims made by the
Advertisars of products and sarvices. Tha Printer,
Publisher, Editor, and Owners of The Times Of India
Group publications. shall ot be held liable for any
consequences, in the event such claims are not
honoured by the Advertisers

(Auctioneers)
Address: Faridabad-
121001. Last date for ADS EXCLUSIVE
submission of E-auction form BT A,
is 1005125 before 06.00 PM. FOR OFFERS AND
ASSISTANCE
RECRUITMENT
PLEASE p—
Fic2l 8
TECHNICAL mm-r FIEF TIVIEH CF XTI
ENGINEERS AMIT :
REQD Civil Site Engg 9811790649
15+ Yrs Exp Min Qual _
Dipl t Site Sec 33 »
Yeida J ;iiﬁkiplylni email - 1“%.{&"
tendersiibsolar.co.in
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Couple leaves Kol hotel briefly,

Father-In-Law Saw Smoke, Called
Us. Perished In Blaze, Says TN Man

V.Srivatsal@timesofindia.com

Karur/Kolkata: “We could
have planned to leave an hour
earlier, or staved back with
them and died together,” a
grief-stricken T Prabhu of
Karur in Tamil Nadu told
TOI, as he lost his two voung
children and father-in-law in
a massive hotel fire in Kolka-
ta on Tuesday night. Prabhu’s

Muthukrlshnan and his
grandchildren Diya (L) and Rithan.
The family was planning to check
out of the hotel after dinner, but
tragedy struck before that

children — 10-vear-old Diva
and 3-vear-old Rithan — and
father-in-law S Muthukrish-
nan (61), were among 14 people
wholost their lives at Hotel Rit-
uraj in Kolkata. Tragedy
struck the family at the end of
what wasto beamemorable12-
day vacation. “We were plan-
ning to check out by 8.30pm af-
terdinner. I still cannot believe
they are not coming back with
us,” said a devastated Prabhu,
breaking down.

The family had arrived in
Kolkata on April 29 after tour-
ing Delhi, Sikkim and Darjeel-
ing as part of a “long-awaited
trip” that began on April 17
from Trichy It was Muthuk-
rishnan who had insistedon a
day's tour of Kolkata. By eve-

J&K LG holds security meet, seeks action

ning, they had their bags
packed, as their train was
scheduled at 11.45 pim.

Prabhu, who runs an aloe
vera products  business,
stepped out briefly with his
wife Madhumitha to buy
food, leaving behind the chil-
dren and his father-in-law in
Room 313 on the third floor of
the hotel. By the time the cou-
ple returned with the food, a
massive blaze had engulfed
the entire building.

According to official re-
ports, the fire broke out be-
tween 7.30pm and 8pm. “A few
people wererescued, but asfar
as | know, there was no proper
emergency exit on any of the
51 floors,” Prabhu said.

Prabhuhadreceived acall
from his father-in-law, who
saw the smoke as the fire
started raging in the hotel,
“WerushedbackandItriedto
enter the hotel, but the flames
leapt out. Locals said a fire
tender was on the way,” Prab-
hu recounted.

Prabhu said he used a lad-
der set by the firemen to climb
up to the third floor, shattered
the window panes with a piece
of brick and entered a room.
“Itwasabathroomand the mo-
ment I opened the door, smoke
blinded me, I covered my face
with a cloth and tried to get in
the passage leading to the
rooms. But, I was unable to
breathe,” he said. The desper-
ate father had to give up, and
he climbed down, choking.

“T still can’'t believe I lost
them,” said Madhumita.

(With inputsfrom Rohit
Khanna, Srishti Lakhotia &
Subhojyoti Kanjilal)

HC halts deportation
of man who served in -

J&K police for 26 yrs

Naseer.Ganai@timesofindia.com

Srinagar: J&K high court
halted on Wednesday the
deportation of a police head
constable and his eight sib-
lings to Pakistan, ruling
they are prima facie resi-
dents of the UT. The family,
sent to Attari border in Pun-
jab, is now returning home
inJammu’s Poonch district.

Officials had issued de-
portation notices on April 26
to head constable Ifthkar
Ali, 45, and his five sisters
and four brothers, claiming
they were Pakistani nation-
als. The nextday, police sum-
moned them to a local sta-
tion before sending them to
Attari. Their removal was
part of a broader govtcrack-
down following the Pahal-
gam attack on April 22.

Ali, who has been with
J&K police for over 26 vears,
challenged the deportation
in court. He presented reve-
nue documents proving his
family owns land in Salwah,
avillagealongthe LoC.

“Revenue documents are
takenonrecord... primafacie
establish that petitioners are
bonafideresidentsof J&K be-
longing to Poonch,” the court
said, directing the author-
ities to stop the deportation.

Safeer Choudhary, an ac-
tivist who protested against
the deportation, said Ali’s fa-
ther Fakar Din was original-
Iy from Salwah village. Dur-
ing the 1965 war, half the vil-
lage wastaken over by Pakis-
tan, forcing Din and his wife
Fatima Bi to end up in POK.

Pak aircraft banned
from Indian skies

| ndia has barred Pakistan
registered and operated
aircraft, including military
planes, fromits airspace
effective midnight of April
30-May 1. No aircraft registered
in Pak, or owned, operated, or
leased by any Pakistani airline
or operator — including
military flights — is allowed to
fly in Indian airspace till May
23,2025, for now, accordingtoa
notice to airmen (NOTAM)
issued late Wednesday.
Pakistan had barred aircraft
operated by Indian carriers,
charters and private jets
registered here last Thursday
from 6 pmIST. Alarge number
of Indian airliners' flights
between north India, especially
Delhi, and the West are now
taking alonger route. T

Thev lived in arefugee camp,
wherethree of theirchildren
joined them and six more,
mcluding Ali, were born.
The family returned to
Poonch in the 1980s, where
authorities recognised them
as residents of J&K. Choud-
hary said govt issued themall
necessary documentation,
including passports, dom-
icile certificates, and other
official papers. “The Poonch
administration could have
avoided this situation.”
Choudhary said. “Besides,
how can you deport a person
from one region of a country
to another as PoK is constitu-
tionally a part of India?”

‘Prosecution failed to prove
charges against appellant’

pContinued fromP1

F l Though Rajendra Jain

filed a jail criminal ap-

peal on Feb 24, 2007,
the case was never heard un-
til Sept 2023, when the
high court legal services
committee appointed advo-
cate Bikash Chandra Parija
to represent him after learn-
ing no lawyer had appeared
on his behalf.

A division bench of HC
judges Sangam EKumar Sa-
hoo and Chittaranjan Dash
overturned his conviction,
ruling that circumstantial
evidence failed to conclu-
sively establish guilt. “In the
current case, the prosecu-
tion has failed to meet this
threshold,” the bench said.

The court said the “last
seen” theory was unproven,
the blood-stained trouser al-
legedly recovered was not

shown to belong to Rajen-
dra, and the supposed mo-
tive was speculative, espe-
cially since the autopsy
ruled outsexual assault. The
recovery of weapons was
also found to be doubtful.
“Weareof theconsidered
view that the prosecution
has not been able to prove the
charge against the appellant
beyond all reasonable doubt,
and the evidence on record
falls short of the standard
required to fasten criminal
liability,” the bench ruled.
Jailer Santosh Barik
said Rajendra would be re-
leased Thursday. “He has
some mental health issues.
His family members have
not come, We are figuring
out how to go about his re-
lease,” he said. The family
used toearn theirlivelihood
by collecting scrap iron
and discarded materials.

returns to find kids kllled in f

e

Hotel guests being brought duwn by fire brigade personnel on Tuesday

Windows sealed, people
outside were unaware of ﬁre

pContinued from P 1

he fire is suspected to
have started in the ban-

quet area on the first
floor that was being convert-
ed into a dance bar. The state
govt set up a special investi-
gation teamtoprobetheblaze
after unapproved structural
changes were detected with-
in the building, whose own-
ersare absconding.

Fire brigade officials said
they received the first call
fromthe hotel at8.10pm Tues-
day, shortly after staffer Ma-
noj Kumar Paswan leapt off a
ledge and became the first
victim. It was only after see-
ing him jump that locals real-
1sed the hotel was on fire.

“Since all the windows on
the first floor and that of sev-
eral rooms in the floors above
were sealed, nobody outside
realised the hotel had caught
fire till around 30 minutes lat-
er. Inside the hotel, too, guests
and hotel staff did not get
wind of the blaze till smoke
filled the stairwell, corridors,

and STEI_I ted seeping into the
rooms,” a fireman said.

Fire brigade personnel
were able to enter the hotel
only five hours later. They
found 12 people dead in the
rooms and the corridor. An-
other victim collapsed and
died after reaching the ter-
race. Post-mortem reports
suggested they died of car-
bon monoxide poisoning.

CM Mamata Banerjee,
who was in the sea resort of
Digha, took stock of search
and rescue efforts with Kol-
kata mayor Firhad Hakim
and police commissioner Ma-
noj Verma. “Investigation
has been ordered. My condo-
lences to the victim families
and solidarity for all affect-
ed,” she wroteon X.

PM NMNarendra Modi con-
doled the deaths and an-
nouncedexgratiaof Rs2lakh
to the next of kin of each of
the victims and Rs 50,000 for
each of those injured.

Hakim said Wednesday
that illegal portionsof the ho-
tel would be demolished.

- to crush local support for Pak terrorists

New Delhi: Concurrent to the Ph-led
cabinet committee on security discus-
sing likely retaliation against the
cross-border conspirators of Pahal-
gam attack, J&K LG Manoj Sinha
chaired a high-level meeting with the
security brass in Jammu, directing
them to dismantle the terror eco-svs-
tem by crushing all local support to
perpetrators, reports Bharti Jain.
The meeting — which took stock
of the security situation in the wake
of the Pahalgam carnage — was at-
tended by J&K DGP Nalin Prabhat,
J&K principal secretary (home)
Chandraker Bharti, additional DGP
incharge of CID Nitish Kumar, prin-
cipal secretary to LG Mandeep K.
Bhandari, IGP Jammu Bhim Sen Tu-
ti, and DIG of Jammu-Samba-Kath-

ua Range Shiv Kumar Sharma.

“The LG

to destroy the root of
terror emanating from
our neighbourhood.
We must be resolute to
fulfil this mission. Take
strong action against
OGWs who are provid-
ing logistics to terror-
ists, identifving tar-
gets for them and help-
ing them toescape”.

insisted that there
should be resolute action against
local terrorists and overground
workers (OGWs) who facilitate Pa-
kistani terrorists here; the terror
infrastructure permanently dis-
mantled and local supporters dealt
withfirmly,” asource told TOL.
Sinha said: "It is the collective re-
solve of the people of J&K and nation A

Don't spread false
 info about govt aid:
Victim’s widow

pContinued fromP1

ergy on this. We hope we will be get-

ting help from the administration so
that she can fulfil her dreams,” Subhangi
GGuha’s mother Sabari Guha said.

Asthey did a week ago, friends and rel-
atives gathered at the Guha residence to
show support, this time on the day of her
results. “Subhangi has always been a
bright student. We have decided to pool in
whatever resources we have locally to en-
sure that her dream is fulfilled,” said
Shankar Roy, president of the local club
who visited the family in the morning,

Sabari has appealed to the public not to
spread misinformation about the family,
who are still trying to come to terms with
the trauma. “Social media and media out-
lets have claimed that we were paid a death
claimsettlement of Rs1.7crore. Thisis base-
less. An officer did visit us, but he clicked
photos in our flat without our consent. We
have received no cheque,” she said.

The mother and daughter have shared
theiraccountof theattack with NIA investi-
gators., When TOI visited the Guha home,
Subhangi was found speaking over the
phone, fielding calls and messages. She is

“Ij sof now,shewantstotocusall heren-

~ SC: Digital transformation
must be inclusive, equitable

b Continued fromP1 an environment where no individual
is left behind. The petitioners alleged
that they are facing difficulties in
completing the digital KYC/e-KYC
process due to their inability toclick a
“live photograph™ by blinking and
which has prevented them from open-
ing a bank account and purchasing a
SIM card from the telecom providers,
Allowing their plea, the bench di-
rected govt authorities including
RBltoissue guidelines toadopt alter-
native modesfor verifving the “liven-
ess” orcapturinga “live photograph™
of the customers for the purpose of
conducting digital KYC to ensure
inclusivity and user-convenience. It
also ordered them to continue with
the paper-based KYC process.
“Bridging the digital divide is no
longer merely a matter of policy discr-
etion but has become a constitutional
imperative to secure a life of dignity,
auntonomy and equal participation in
public life, Right to digital access, the-
refore, emerges as an intrinsic compo-
nent of right to life and liberty, necessi-
tating that State proactively designand
implement inclusive digital ecosyste-
ms that serve not only privileged but al-
s0 the marginalised, those who have
been historically excluded,” it said.

to observe that in the contempo-
rary era, where access to essen-
tial services, governance, education,
healtheare and economic opportuni-
ties is increasingly mediated through
digital platforms, theright tolifeunder
Article 21 of the Constitution must be
reinterpreted in light of these techno-
logical realities. The digital divide —
characterised by unequal access to dig-
ital infrastructure, skills, and content
— continues to perpetuate systemic ex-
clusion, not only of persons with dis-
abilities, but also of large sections of
rural populations, senior citizens, eco-
nomically weaker communities, and
linguistic minorities. The principle of
substantive equality demandsthat dig-
ital transformation be both inclusive
andequitable,” Supreme Court said.
Justice R Mahadevan, who penned
the verdict for the bench also compris-
ing Justices J B Pardiwala, on pet-
itions filed by two acid attack victims
who suffer facial disfigurement and
100% blindness, said that true inclu-
sion requires that technological ad-
vancements accommeodate the diverse
needs of all eitizens, thereby fostering

,j t this juncture, we may also wish
d

pushing ahead with clarity — a powerful re-
minder that even in the shadow of violence,
a voung life can choose the path forward.

Egypt reaffirms support
to India after J&K attack

T ndia and Egypt strongly condemned the
I terrorist attack in Pahalgam that target-
ed tourists. Egypt reaffirmed its full sup-
port for India in confronting all forms of vi-
olence and terrorism aimed at under-
mining the countrv’s security and stability.
“Both sides agreed to strengthen joint ef-
forts in combating terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations. The two sides exchang-
ed views on terror threats in their respecti-
ve countries and regions,” said the Indian
govt In a statement. “Both sides discussed
ways to strengthen areas of cooperation to
counter new and emerging challenges such
as use of technology for terrorist purposes
and financingof terrorism,” it added. Tun
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DELHIS e | GAMR
Delhi nternational Alrport Limited
Registerad Orfice: Mesy Lidkaan Bhawan
Cipp, Termindd 3, Indira Candgm Incernational &rport,
Mea Delhi - TI0 Q37

TN MO, Us3033 DL 2006PFLCTS 6936

TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT

Delhi International Airport Limited (DIAL),
invites Interested Parties to participate in
the competitive bidding process for grant
of License to Design, Finance, Develop,
Set-up, Operate, Manage and Maintain
Lounges & Business Center at Terminal 3
of Indira Candhi International Airport,
Mew Delhi - TI0037, Last date for
request for RFP i 7" May 2025.

For more details, please visit our

website: www.newdelhiairport.in

DIGL'2 1 PREM ASSUCIATES

Ministry of Power i.e.

pdf

CBC 34101/11/0001/2526

No. 46/3/2025-R&R
Government of India
Ministry of Power
Vacancy of the post of Technical Member for Electricity,
APTEL

It is proposed to fill up the post of Technical Member for
Elelctricity, Appellate Tribunal for Electricity (APTEL), a statutory
organization under provisions of the Electricity Act, 2003. The

above post will fall vacant on 16.09.2025.
2. The detailed Vacancy Circular may be seen at the website of

https://powermin.gov.in/sites/default/files/webform/notices/
vacancy_circular_to_the_post_of_technical_member_ APTEL.

3. Applications are invited in the proforma attached at Annexure
1 of the Vacancy Circular in the above link along with requisite
documents, as indicated in para 5 of the said circular, from
suitable persons having qualification and experience, also as
mentioned in para 3 of the said circular, for appointment to the
post of Technical Member for Elelctricity, APTEL, so as to reach
the Ministry latest by 19th May, 2025. The application may be
addressed to the Deputy Secretary (R&R-2), Ministry of Power,
Room No. 622, Shram Shakti Bhawan, Rafi Marg, New Delhi
- 110001. The application must also be sent through email at

Sd/-
(Lakshmi Murali)

Under Secretary to the Government of India

Teefax: 011-23730265

CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORK
@ CORRIGENDUM

No. PCMM/CLW/HWH/E-
Procurement/CORRIGENDUM/
25/09 Dated: 24.04.2025. The
following Corrigendum of E-Tender/s
is for supply of materials for
manufacture of Electric Locomotive.
The Prospective/likely suppliers are
requested to look up the website
www.ireps.gov.in These are
E-Tenders: manual offers bid for these
tenders will not be accepted under
any circumstances, only electronic
offer bids shall be accepted. For
detailed instructions please refers to
website, SL No.: [01]. Tender Notice
No.: 5. No. 033 of PCMM/CLW/
HWH/E-Procurement/25/09 Dated;
05/02/2025. 51, No. 1 of PCMM/
CLW/HWH/E-Procurement/
CORRIGENDUM/25/04 Dated:
(07.03.2025_ 8L No 1 of PCMM/CLW/
HWH/E-Procurement/
CORRIGENDUM/25/06 Dated;
24.03.2025. 5L No. 1 of PCMM/CLW/
HWH/E-Procurement/
CORRIGENDUM/25/07 Dated:
10.04.2025. Tender No.: 25255005,
Tender Opening Date: Tender
Opening Date i1s to be read as
“05/05/2025" instead of existing entry.
|PR4/020] PCMM/CLW/Howrah

I

Like us on: www.lacehook.com/clwrailways
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BIHAR RAJYA BEEJ NIGAM LIMITED

(A Govt. of Bihar Undertaking) _
An IS/ISO 9001:2015; I1S/ISO 14001:2015; 1S/ISO 37001:2016 m '“.
Certified Company
3" Floor, Krishi Bhawan, Mithapur,Patna-800001(BIHAR)

CIN : Ul}llllﬂF.tlﬂ'T}'.SGé 001294
SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER NO. MARKETING -01/2025-26

Through e-Procurement mode only over https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in
Bihar Rajya Bee] Nigam Limited invites quotations from eligible entities for supply of certified
seeds of various crops under different schemes of Department of Agriculture, Govt. of Bihar
for Kharif 2025-26 season. Tender Schedule / Programme:

S.No. Activity Date/Time: Duration
1 Online Sale/Download date From 02.05.2025 to 14.05.2025 till 01.00 PM
of Tender documents on e-Procurement Portal: (https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in )

D8.05.2025 at 3:00 PM

Up to 14.05.2025 till 3.00 PM on e-Procurement Portal:
| (https://eproc.bihar.gov.in )
| 14.05.2025 at 4:00 PM on e-Procurement Portal:

Date of Pre-bid meeting

3 Date/time for submission/
uploading of offer/Bid

4 Date & time for opening of

| Technical Bid | (https://eproc2 bihargovin)
5 | Contact person/Nodal Officer | Name - Sri Radha Raman, Chief of Seed Marketing,
for queries BREN

Mob. 9031643068
Within 07 days after completion of Technical Bid on e-
' Procurement Portal: (https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in )
Bank Details for EMD and Security Deposit
Bihar Rajya Beej Nigam Limited
Punjab Mational Bank,
Budha Colony Branch, Patna-800001
ASC No-2920000108138361, IFSC-PUNBO292000
For more details, please visit the website:-
1. brbn.bihar.gov.in 2. https://state.bihar.gov.infkrishi/CitizenHome.html
3. https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in

PR. No. 002473(B&C) 2025-26

[ Financial Bid opening date &
| time

Chief of Seed Marketing
Bihar Rajya Beej Nigam Ltd.
This information is available on website www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar also

&ﬁswwwﬁemﬁ
hit pause, fashion hit rock botiom.
And House Of Masaba was Lv

looking worse for wear. Sales were close to nil. Stores were closing.
And expenses, piling up. But Masaba was made of sterner stuff.
She decided io adapt. She pivoted to making masks from unused fabrics,
negotiated rent reductions and fought tirelessly to keep her brand alive,
all while leaning into her digital-first strategy o weave momentum
in a world that had shifted online overnight. Fate also intervened.
A show inspired by her life reignited interest in her brand, ensuring her
comeback was pure cinema. Today, House of Masaba isn't just back.
It's bigger, bolder, and more importantly, borderless. Masaba did more
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~ Pandemic
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House 0f Masaba
On Shaky Ground
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House 01 Masaba |
Expands To 23 Qutlets,
ventures Into Beautly
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APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that
an unidentified male (depicted in the
photo) name Chandar Parkash@
Thekedar S/o Unknown residence and
family is Unknown age about 67 years
was found dead on 29.04.2025 at the
area of Farsh Bazar, Delhi. In this regard, a DD No. 39A
Dated 29.04.2025 has been lodged at PS. Farsh
Bazar, Shahdara, Delhi. His physical description is as
under,

Sex: Male, Age: about 67 years, Height: 5'4"
Complexion: Shallow, Face: Long, Built: Thin,
Wearing: White Colour Shirt & Green Colour Lower,
Any person is having information or clue about the
deceased may Kindly inform to the undersigned on the
following address or telephone number:- S H.O

PS: Farsh Bazar, Shahdara, Delhi
Ph No.: 7065036028

DP/5421/SHD/2025

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that
one female Namely Murti Devi Wio
Narayan Singh Rfo A-1/975, J.J Colony,
Madanpur Khadar, Delhi. has been
missing/ kidnapped from her home.
since: 22.04.2025. In this regard, a case
FIR/DD No. 61A Dt. 23.04.2025. has
been registered at P.5. Kalindi Kunj,
Mew Delhi. The description of the missing
female is as under.

Age: 77 years, Height: 4’8", Complexion:
Dark, Face: Round, Built: Medium,
Wearing: White Color Saree and Hawai Chappal in her Feet.
Sincere efforts have been made by the local police to trace out her
but no clue has come to light so far. If anyone has any information
about the missing female then please inform P.5.Kalindi Kunj,
New Delhi at following Tel Mo, e-mail. cic@cbi.gov.in and
Website: http://cbi.nic.in, providing clue about the person.

Ph: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax No. 011- 24368639

e

MURTI DEVI

Sd/-
5.H.0. Kalindi Kunj, New Delhi
Tel No. 8750870922, 9625664141

DP/5314/SE/2025 sho.kalindikunj@delhipolice.gov.in

—7 General public is here by informed that this gir
(depicted in the Photo) Namely: Mahima D/o:
Sh. Ramesh Bharti R/e: 171, Siddharth Basti,
Jeevan Nagar, Sunlight Colony, 2 Delhi Age:
14 Years, Height: 4 feet 6 inch, Face: Long,
Complexion: Fair, Built: Medium, Wearing: Blue
2+ jeans, green colour fop and pink colour slippers
" in feet, has been missing since 25.04.2025 at
03:00 pm from her home under area of RS, Sunlight Colony, New Delhi.
In this regard a FIR Me. 175/2025, U/S 137 (2) BNS, Dated
26.04.2025 has been registered at PS. Sunlight Colony, New Delhi.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out information
about this missing girl but no clue has come to light so far,

Any person having any information or clue about this girl kindly inform
tothe following.

E-Mail: cic@chi.gov.in
Website: http://cbi.nic.in

Fax: 011-24368639

Ph: 011-24368638, 24368641

SHO

PS.- Sunlight Colony, New Delhi
Ph. 91-11-26347482, 8750870928
DP/5446/SE/2025

SEIIIIGH FOR MISSING GIRL

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that one
Person (depicted in the photo) namely
Tikam Singh Verma S/o Mohan Lal Rio
unknown age about 50 years was admitted
in sick condition Dr. Hedgewar Hospital,
Delhion 17.04.2025 at about 03.34 am. The
patient was referred to GTB Hospital, Delhi
who was brought to died during treatment on
26.04.2025. In this regard a DD No. 100A,
Dated 26.04.2025 has been lodged at PS
Farsh Bazar, Delhi.

His physical description is as under:-

Sex: Male, Age: about 50 years, Height: 5' 7" ft., Complexion:
Shallow, Face: Round, Built: Thin, Wearing: Chaikdaar Shirt &
Matmaila Colour Pant

Any person having any information or clue about the deceased
may kindly inform to the undersigned on the following address or
telephone numbers:-

TIKAM SINGH
VERMA

SHO

PS: Farsh Bazar, Delhi

DP/5381/SHD/2025 Ph.: 011-22303600, 22385817
(UIDB) Mobile: 7065036028

o) NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Mo -DRM/C/AgrafCatg Je-auction/25

E-Auction Notice

On behalf of the President of India, The Sr. Divisional Commercial
Manager - North Central Railway-Agra invites E-Auction for 51

Date: 28.04 2025

KARNATAKA POWER
G[IRPGRATIBH LIMITED

(A Government of Karnataka Enterprise)
CIN: UB5110KA19T0SGCO01919

No. KPCLI2025-26/SED240

Date: 29.04.2025

{Two Cover system) (Through KPPP Only)

Bids are invited from Bidders for Selection of a Mine Operator (MO) for development
and operation of the Durgapur-llTaraimar and Durgapur-lliSarya coal blocks of
Raigarh Coalfield located at Raigarh District, Chattisgarh State, India and supply
of up to 5.00 MTPA of Coal to the specified end use plants of Karnataka Power
Corporation Limited ("KPCL"). The Bid Document can be downloaded from the KPP
Fortal of Gok (https:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in) from 29.04,2025 onwards. Last date
for receipt of the completed Bids is 17,00 Hrs. on 29.05.2025. Further details can be
obtained from The Superintending Engineer (Mines), KPCL, Mo. 82, Shakti Bhavan,
Il Floer, Race Course Road, Bangaluru-560001. Mobile: 3445598501, Telefax: 0&0-
22203894, E-mail: semineskpclifigmail.com Website: hitps./kpel kamataka.govin
KPPP(e-portal) helpdesk/HP Helpdesk: +91-8046010000 ; +91-8068948777

ABSTRACT BID NOTIFICATION - International Competitive Bidding
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BANARAS LOCOMOTIVE WORKS, VARANASI - 221004

BID No. E-03/2025-26 Date: 28.04.2025

E-Tender invited for & on behalf of the President of India for the supply of
following items. Only E-offer will be accepted for which vendors must have class-ll
Digital Signature and ragistration of IREPS. The details of lender are in the
following sequence: 5. No.; Tender No.; Due Date; Description and quantity. 1;
BLW-Vehicle-25-27-01; 12/05/2025; 01-Hiring cost of Vehicle & 02-Driver
Wages; As per tﬂ-nder 2; 04251032; (1200620257 Hr:nlderf-nr T Eusp&nsmn o

Enmp-lele to PL Nc: EEIUE.DD“IE. Oty 2452 Nos. 4; EEEE‘JTEIE 14![!5!2025 15.00;
29612950, SET OF CABLE TRAY FOR WAG-9 L'DED 726 Set. 5; 092410178;
Cpen Tender (19/05/2025); Reclifier Bank Azsembly (PL Mo 18021554); Oy, 143
Nos. 6; 09231142A, Global Tender, (26/05/2025); CONTACTOR-1200
AMP (PL No.18140099); Qty.78 Nos. 7; 09251001A; Global Tender,
{(26/05/2025); MOTOR MODULE (PL No.18120570), Qty.72 Nos, 8. 10241360;
23/05/2025; Detector Asm Part No-16360023; 989 Nos, 9; 10241773;
21/05/2025; Lock-Spring Seat Part No -16241629; 152611 Nos, 10, 10241362;
21/05/2025; Valve Temp Conl Part No-16241228; 1283 Moz, The details of
above Tenders are available on website www.blw.indianrallways.gov.in and

www.ireps.gov.in,

WU HETUE, JovoeTosiofonTo, werge

PR/IBLWIS-03 Principal Chief Material Manager

ﬂ |i| 6 [biwvaranasi

Website: blw.indianrailways.gov.in

# ¢ Karnataka Urban Water Supply & Drainage Board -‘-‘f&
Office of the Chief Engineer Dharwad

Sir.M. Vishveshvarayya Road, Jalamandali Compound, Dhamad-ﬁﬂﬂ 001
Tel No: 0836-2447090 E-mail: kwbcen{@ gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (Through e-Procurement Portal only)

Tender for the following work is invited (iwo tender document
system) through e-Procurement portal (hitps:/fkppp karnataka.gowv.in)
from the eligible Agency / contractors who satisfy the Technical &
Financial eligibility criteria. This office Tender Notification No:
225 Dated: 28-04-2025. Name of Work: Replacement of
existing PSC pipeline by MS pipeline (from Kolhar to Vijayapur
city) of water supply system to Vijayapur city with Almatti
backwater as source. (Lumpsum Tender) KUWSDB/2025-26/
WS/WORK_INDENT341.

For further information visit e-procurement portal or the Office
of the Chief Engineer, K.UW.S & D. Board, Dharwad may be
contacted.

Sdi- CHIEF ENGINEER,
KUWS & D BOARD, DHARWAD

DIPR/Dharwad/107/2025-26/DeshpandePublicity

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
U7 9. 7@, fa o fasfa fa=id: 25.04,2025

ABSENTEE NOTICE

Shri Amit Chandel S/o Late Shri Ramprasad Chandel
Resident/Permanent Address- House No.- 2113, Bahadurpura,
Near Dampier Road, Mathura (UP) Pin 281001, Posted as Asstt.
(TRD) in TRD Depot, Ramgarh under ADEE/TRD/MATHURA.
Shri Amit Chandel S/o Late Shri Ramprasad Chandel is
unauthorized absent from duty since 26.08.2023 DAR
proceeding pending against him. It is to inform through this
notice that he should present himself in the Undersigned office
for attending proceeding within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice otherwise Ex-party decision will be
taken against him.,

Disciplinary Officer
Assistant Divisional Electrical Engineer/TRD
Mathura

T31/25(A)

%22,800cr project
linking Silchar &
Shillong gets
Cabinet nod

New Delhi: Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the con-
struction of a new 167-km
oreenfield high-speed corridor
connecting Shillong in Megha-
laya with Silchar in Assam.
The four-lane highway costing
around Rs 22,800 crore would
reduce the travel time between
the two cities drastically

“The development of this
corridor will improve connec-
tivity to Tripura, Mizoram,
Manipurandthe Barak Valley
region of Assam from the
mainland and Guwahati as
well as substantially reduced

travel distance and travel
time,” Govtsaid.
[&B minister Ashwini

Vaishnaw said the critical in-
frastructure project will re-
duce congestion on the exist-
ing NH-6 and boost transport
infrastructure development.

Once completed, it will al-
so ensure faster movement
of defence forces to meet stra-
tegic needs. Ty

Caste census move

COMcEs a

PM-Bhagwat meet

b Continued fromP1

T aishnaw accused
\ some of the opposi-

" tion-led states of
conducting caste surveys
for political reasons and
said the Modi govt had re-
solved to transparently in-
clude caste enumeration
in the forthcoming pan-In-
dia census exercise,

“This demonstrates
our govt is committed to
values and interests of our
society and country, like in
the past when our govt had
introduced 10% reserva-
tion for economically
weaker sections without
causing stress in any sec-
tion of society” he said.

In a post on X, home
minister Amit Shah called
it “a message of strong
commitment towards so-
cial equality and rights of
every section”.

Addressing the media,
Rahul deseribed it as a

Resolve dispute
via diplomatic
means, Saudi

urges India, Pak

» Continued from P 1

day after

“sudden decision” that
came after it was opposed
by BJP for1l yvears.

BJP fielded big guns
from the OBC community,
including agriculture
minister Shivraj Singh
Chauhan and education
minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, todeseribeitasa
decision towards ensur-
ing social justice,

Coming months before
assembly elections in Bi-

1 The Saudi Kkingdom
1 called upon India and

Pakistan in an official
statement to de-escalate,
resolve disputes through
diplomatic means, while up-
holding the “principles of
good neighbourliness and
working towards stability
and peace in a manner
that serves interests of both

har, the CCPA decision has their peoples and people
injected a new element into of theregion”.
the political scenario and In a statement, Qatar

the opposition will no long-
er be able to blame govt for
opposing a caste census. It
came a day after RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat met PM
Modi at hisresidence.
Sources said questions
on caste and sub-castes
would be part of the na-
tional census expected
next year. The 2020 Cen-
sus has been delayed due
to the Covid-19 pandemic.

urged both sides to exercise
maximum restraint, (let) pre-
vail the voice of wisdom, re-
spect the principles of good
neighbourliness, and resolve
the crisis through diplomatic
channels. Qatar also reiterat-
ed full support for all efforts
aimed at de-escalating ten-
sions between the two coun-
tries and resolving outstand-
ing issues through dialogue
and peaceful means.

1 DELHT
TEACHERS
NIVERSITY

iy levm === § b IR

02 Associate

the date of publication

DELHI TEACHERS UNIVERSITY
(A University Established by an Act of Govt. of NCT of Delhi)
Recognised by UGC under Section 2(f)

P-625 & 745, Outram Lanes, Near Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi - 110009
Phone number 011-35994746

Adverti t of Teaching Posili
Advertisement No.: 01/2025

Online applications are invited for the positions of 02 Professor,
Professor and 04 Assistant Professor
(Education) in Delhi Teachers University.

Applicants are advised to visit the website of the University -

delhiteachersuniversity.edu.in for eligibility criteria.
The last date for receipt of applications will be one month from
of the advertisement.

Note: After successfully applying online, the self-attested copies
of all the required documents along with application form should
reach the University on the following address within 15 days.
"“Registrar, Delhi Teachers University, P-625 & 745, Outram
Lanes, Near Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi - 110009”

Delhi Teachers University
DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0030/25-26

7 devotees
killed as wall
collapses at

Andhra temple

Visakhapatnam: Seven de-
votees were Killedand one in-
jured after a wall collapsed
nearthequeue linesat thefa-
mous Simhachalam temple
in the Eastern Ghats, Visak-
hapatnamon Wednesday
morning, reports Siva G.
Thedead included four mem-
bers of the same family.

The temple’s hereditary
trustee, former Union minis-
ter Pusapati Ashok Gajapati
Raju, and his family were in
the temple offering pravers
when tragedy struck but
they suffered no harm

Thousands of devotees
had gathered at the temple
dedicated to Lord Varaha
Nrusimha Swamy to withess
the annual Chandanotsavam.
Tragedy struck when a newly
built wall eollapsed on devo-
tees. Devotees alleged the wall
collapsed because of substan-
dard construction.

Dated: 01/05/2025

Sd/-
Registrar

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 82 Cr. P.C./84 BNSS)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
Karanbir @Karambir @Kannu @Tanna @Jassa [@Jaiss S/o
Saraj Singh @ Raju Rfo B-807, New Amritsar Colony near
Railway Line, Amritsar, Punjab also at near Baba Resham Singh
Gurudwara, Village Valtoha, District Tarn Taran, Punjab has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR
No. 26/2025 U/s 21 NDPS ACT P.S Crime Branch, Delhi and it
has been returned to warrant of arrest there upon issued that the
said accused Karanbir @Karambir @Kannu @Tanna @Jassa
@dJaiss cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said Karanbir @Karambir @Kannu
@Tanna @Jassa @Jaiss has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of said warrant). Proclamation is
hereby made that Karanbir @Karambir @Kannu @Tanna
@Jassa @Jaiss in FIR No. 26/2025 U/s 21 NDPS ACT P.S
Crime Branch, Delhi is required to appear before this court to
answer the said complaint on or before 11.06.2025.

DP/5419/Crime/2025

Special Judge of NDPS Court
Room No. 207, Rohini Courts, Delhi

By order
Shri Dhirandra Rana L.D

APPEAI. FOR IDENTIFICATION

General Public is hereby informed that an
unidentified male namely Unknown, S/o:
Unknown, Rfo: Unknown, was found lying
with Injury marks & Blood from Divider of
Road MNo.-56, Opp. Foot over Bridge near
ISBT, Anand Vihar, Delhi on 28.04 2025
and was admitted in Lal Bahadur Shashtri
8 Hospital, Khichripur, Delhi where he was
M declared brought dead. In this regard FIR
il MNo.: 285/2025, U/s 281/106(1) BNS,
Dated 28.04.2025, has been lodged at
Police Station Patparganj Ind. Area,
East Distt.,, Delhi. Identification of
unidentified dead body of male is as under:

Sex: Male, Age: Approx 60-65 years, Height : Approx 50",
Complexion: Dark, Face: Forehead Broad, Built: Thin, Wearing:
Black T-Shirt, Black Jacket, Red underwear, & Grey Jeans Pant.
The dead body of deceased preserved for 72 hours in Lal Bahadur
Shashtri Hospital Mortuary for identification.

If any one having any information or clue about this male deceased
may kindly be informed undersigned. SHO

Police Station Patparganj Ind. Area,
Delhi, Ph.: 8750870626, 9891951474

DP/5442/ED/2025  East Distt.,

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: "UJIJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephones: 0135-2763808, Fax: 0135-2763508
CIN No.U40101UR20015GC025866, Website:www.ujvnl.com

Letter No:305

e-Nit no 13/5PH/2024-25 Cancellation Notice

Date: 3042025

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-TENDERING TENDER NOTICE

=r, Divisional Elecirical Engineer [ Traction Distribution) N.C. Railway, Jhansi for and
behalf of Fresident of India invites sealed "Open Tender” through on Line (E-Tendenng)
for the following work.

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

Catering Stalls at Platform of various Railway Stations over Agra

Division for a period of Five years.

Category: Catering Stalls Auction Catalogue No.: Calg -AGRA-25-31

Name of Station Category | Station Code | Total No. of Stalls
Mathura Jn, A-1 MTJ 05
Kosi Kalan D KSV 03

Mandawar Mahwa Hoad D MURD 04
Hodel D HDL 03
Achhnera Jn. D AH 03
MNadbai D NBI 03
Kherli D KL a1
Bhuteshwar D BTSR 01
Vrindaban Road E VRED 01
shamshabad Town E S50T 01
Sholaka E SHLK 01
Fatehabad E FAB o1
Bhandai Jn. E BHA 01
Ramgarh E RAH 01
Chata E CHJ o1
Govindgarh E GVH 01

Auction Starting Time: Date- 15.05.2025 Time 11.00 hrs.

Category: Catering Stalls | Auction Catalogue No.: Calg -AGRA-25-20

Name of Station Category | Station Code | Total No. of Stalls
Dhaolpur Jn B DHO 01
Idgah Jn. E IDH 01
Raibha E RAl 01
Parkham E FHK o1
Paprera E PPEA 01
Kuberpur E KBP 01
Karanpura E KPO 01
Jajau E Jud 01
Halak E HK a1
Ghosrana E GOSs 01
Bichpuri E BCP 01
Bansi pahapur E BIC 01
Bandh Bareta E BR 01
Baad E BAD a1
Kitham E XM 01
Kiraoli E KLB 01
Yamuna Bridge E JAB 01
Brij Nagar E BINR 01
Ajhai E AdH a1
Rundhi E RDE 01

Auction Starting Time: Date- 16.05.2025 Time 11.00 hrs.

Note: Prospective bidders are requested to visit e-Auction Leasing
Module on |IREFS website (www.ireps.gov.in) for more details.
The Lot-wise details are available therein under the above mentioned
Catalogue Number 735/25 FA

||1EPHDHEP 5 www.ncrindianrailways.gov.in

General Public is hereby informed that a male
(depicted in the photo) Namely: Unknown, Slo:
Unknown, Rlo: Unknown was found with an
accident and injuries at Britannia Chowk, Near
Heritage Banquet Hall, Ring Road, Delhi on
28.04.2025 at 2.40 A.M. and taken to Moti Nagar
Hospital vide MLC No.1487/2025 and shifted to
Safdarjung Hospital and expired on 28.04.2025. In
this regard vide FIR No.289/2025 Dated 28.04.2025 U/S 281/125(A) BNS
has been registered at P.S. Subhash Place, Delhi.

The description of the deceased is given as below:

Name: Unknown, Sex: Male, Age: About 45 Years, Height: 5 8", Built:
Medium, Complexion: Wheatish, Wearing: Blue Color Lower having NIKE
Loga, Silver Color Ring with 2 White stone in Right Hand Middle Finger.
sincere efforts have been made by local police to identity the man but no

clue has come to light so far, Anyone having information about the person,
please inform the undersigned. SHO

P.S Subhash Place, Delhi
Ph. : 9868382261

DP/5440/NW/2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF AGCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
person Namely Obinna Rfo Egbma Ozubulu, Anambra State
Migeria and M-block, Gali No. 8, Near H. No. 43, Mohan Garden
New Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in Case FIR No. 627/2022, U/s 21 of NDPS ACT PS:
Mohan Garden, New Delhi, and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused
Obinna, cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to
my satisfaction that the said accused Obinna, has absconded
(or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Obinna, accused of
FIR No. 627/2022, U/s 21 of NDPS ACT PS: Mohan Garden
New Delhi, is required to appear before this Court to answer the
said complaint on or before 30.05.2025.

By Order

Ms. Bhavna Kalia
Special Judge (NDPS)-01
Room No. 610

Dwarka Court, New Delhi

DP/5484/DW/2025
(Court Matter)

Due to unavoidable circumstances e-tender MNo. 13/SPH/2024-25
for,"Augmentation of Transformer Capacity of 132 KV Switchyard from
2x40 MVA to 1x80 MVA+ 1x40 MVA at 132733 kV Voltage level at Sharda
Power House, Lohiahead” invited by the office of Executive
Engineer(M&G), Sharda Power House, Lohiahead, Khatima,is hereby
cancelied

For fuller & further
http://uktenders.gov.in

details, kindly visit e-procurement portal

Executive Engineer (M&G)

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"

[ WGIGYRATERE USSOP B CTRERE
SEARCH FOR MISSING

2

— | General public is hereby informed that
a Male namely Gautam Shah, Slo:
Khaniya Lal Shah, Rfo: Flat No. 1D,
CA Block, Janta Flat Hari Nagar, Delhi
has heenmlsslng since 25.01.2025 at
about 09:30 AM from his home. In
this regard DD No. 89A, Dated
29.03.2025, has been registered at
P.5. Hari Nagar, Delhi. The description
of missing Male is as under:

Name: Gautam Shah, Age:54 Years, Height: 5'1",
Complexion: Fair, Face: Long, Built: Thin, Wearing:
White Colour Shirt, Black Colour Jacket, Black
Colour Pant and Black Colour Slipperin Feet,

If anyone have any information about this missing Male
please inform P.S. Hari Nagar, Delhi.

Web: http://cbi.nic.in, Email: cic@chbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639 SHO

Police Station Hari Nagar, Delhi
Ph: 011-28255719, 8750871128

DP/5434/WD/2025

E-Tender No, Approx Cost (Rs.) |Earnest Money/Bid Security (Rs.)

JHE-TD-TENDER-2025-01 19531139.80 247700.00

Description of work: Provizion of separate Circuil Breaker with all switchgears for
segregation of varous sidings from main ling in Jhansi Division

Date of closing Tender: 20052025, 1500 pm., Date of completion/period from
issue acceptance letter: 09 Months » Tender on line can be submitted upto 15:00
hrs on 20.05.2025. « For full details and submission of bid please seea the Indian
Railways website www.ireps.gov.in. 736/25 (ADM)

[§] North central railways &5 www.ncr.indianrailways.govin 3¢ @ CPRONCR

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tendering Tender Notice

Divisional Railway Manager (Works) N.C. Railway. Jhansi for and behall of
President of India invites sealed *Open Tender” through on Line | E-Tendering )
for the following work.

E-Tender No.: JHS-ENGG - N- 2025-66

Description of work : Yard improvement (Various Pway work on  various
yard) under ADEMN/LINE/JHS (8 yards).

Approx Cost : 33791227.99 Earnest Money : 319000.00

Date of completion /period from issue acceptance letter. 06 Months

Date of closing Tender : 29/05/2025 at 15:00 hrs., Tender on line can be
submitted up to 15:00 hrs on 29.05.2025. For full delails and submission of
bid please see the Indian Railways website www.ireps.gov.in 734/25 (D)

[£] North central railways D @ CPRONCR & www.ncrindianrailways.gov.in

AKIC IMC Agra Prayagraj Limited
UPSIDA, Complex A-1/4, Lakhanpur, Kanpur
E-tender noti

It is hereby nodified that e-tenders are vited from  sole proprietorship firmda partnership firmda Emited
lahitity parinershipd a company incorporated under the Companies Act 1956 (or the Comganies Act, 2013)
or 2 body corporaie incorporated under the applicable laws of its origin working in Govemment
Departments / Public Sector Ungdedakings’ Comporations! Authoribies/Coundcils! Municipal Bodies for
Development Maintenances /Upgradation works under AKIC IMC Agra Prayagra) Limibed, the deadline of
uploading of which iz as follows -

The tender for the mentioned work can be uploadead from 01-05-2025 at 11:004M to 21-05-2025 at
5:00PM, which will be opened on 21-05-2025 at 5: 30PM.

wgierd aeeroT afvae, |f.fa. g4, staarer (79.)

Afeh FTIH % W, A Y, TEErg () 327001 §-AA- mu_hanswara@redrﬂmmlcnm
O HIET- 02962-241808 sebanswara.pwd @rajasthan.gov.in

Ciniby Oeiginal copies of affidavits may be submitted by the Bidders 1o the office by the éate mentioned in the
tender forms, The Details of tenders invited e-tendering are az follows,

S.no MNama of Work Cost o Wi P Ja G |

17.04. 2025

Fi: - At-58 foafery = HEAm - 01/2025-26 O
NIB Code:- PWD2526A0176

Reconstruction Work of Boys Ashram Hostal (TAD) at Danpur, Panchay&t
Samiti Chhoti Sarwan, Distt. Banswara (70 Beded) % w14 1 33505 S92% & 5= T

oy 4 faAiw 27.05.2025, B 06:00 =5 9 TAlagn st = wrft ) fAlome s o fasom
FaaEEe (hifpdvwww eproc rajasthan gov.in 37 hitpwww sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) W
dEwmasn B 9T W Ea s mm i e, As. 261.34 Lacs B
UBN:- PWD2526WS0B00540

DIPR/C/3605/2025

{ TegITETE HAT )
AefiEroT fE
. fa, am aimars

1 | RFG-cum-RFP for Programme Manager for New Cities (PMMC) for Integrated | 15.68
Manufaciuring Clusters (IMC) a1 Agra and Prayagraj in Utlar Pradesh under

Amritzar-Kolkata Industrial Comidor (AKIC) Project.

Note-Bidders should quote their rates inclugive of all taxes in their tenders. Only GST will be paid
separately. Defailed information regarding the tender can be seen on the e-link kocated on the Auihonty's
website: wenw,onlineupside.com and UFLC s website: hips:leiender up.nic.in For other information, the
office assistand Manages (Civil) Mr, Deepak Sonkar can b2 contacted on mobés no, 244197166

Director, AKIC IMC Agra Prayagraj Limitad




THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
THURSDAY, MAY 1, 2025

TIMES NATION

13

Temperature as well
as rain to be ‘above
normal’ in May: IMD

‘Rain Will Keep
Mercury Under
Last May’s Levels’

Vishwa.Mohan@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Most parts of the coun-
try are likely to have ‘above normal’
temperatures in May with parts of
the northwest, central and adjoin-
ing east India witnessing more than
usual heat wave days during the
month, India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) said on Wednesday:
States/regions which may experi-
ence ‘above normal’ heat wavedaysin
May include many parts of Rajas-
than, Haryvana, Punjab, Madhya Pra-
desh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jhark-
hand, Gangetic West Bengal and
some partsof Gujarat, Odisha, Chhat-
tisgarh, Maharashtra and adjoining
Telangana, and north Karnataka.
Though rains and thunderstorms

- : . .
are expected to bring some respite in  northeast India where below nor- Fellowship Er?ﬂg::rhmﬂ” pm. + HRA and mentorship grant as per DAE rules, during masters
northwest India, Indo-Gangetic plain  malrainfall 1slikely,” it said. - - _ _ :

and Delhi during the first week of The temperature situation was Internship hospitals as per AERB All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Bhubaneswar, Acharya Harihara Post Graduate
May, most parts may still face 27 heat  worse in April — the month which guidelines Instifute of Cancer, Cuttack and Tata Memoarial Centre. Internship will be offered only fo

wave days — 1 to 4 days higher than
normal — during the month.

IMD chief Mrutyunjay Mohapa-
tra said frequent and intense thun-
derstorms, and ‘above normal’ rain-
fall in May are likely to prevent tem-
peratures from rising to the levels
seen In May 2024.

He said ‘above normal’ maxi-
mum (day) temperatures are, how-
ever, likely over most parts of the
country except many parts of south-
ern peninsular India, and some
parts of east India where normal to
‘below normal’ maximum temper-
atures are likely ‘Above normal’

Most parts may still face 2-7 heat
wave days — 1 to 4 days higher than
normal — during the month

minimum (night) temperatures too
are likely over most parts of the
country, Mohapatra added.

Red-Crowned Roofed Turtles, last seen in Ganga’s
main channel 30 years ago, reintroduced in river

TinEes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: In a move that
may go a long way in restor-
ing the complete ecosystem
of river Ganga, 20 critically

endangered

Roofed Turtles have been re-
introduced in the river in
UP. The turtle species was
last seen in the main chan-
nelof theriver 30 vears ago.

“The turtles were divid-
ed into two groups — one
group was released above
the barrage of Haiderpur
Wetland, while the other
wasreleased downstream in
the main channel of the
Ganga,” said Jal Shaktimin-
istry. It said, “This approach
aims to determine which
method is more effective for
the turtles’ reintroduction.”

UniondJal Shaktiminister
C R Paatil described the rein-
troduction move as an impor-
tant milestone in restoring
ecology of the Gangariver.

The turtles were trans-
ferred from Garhaita Turtle
Conservation Center into
Haiderpur Wetland in UP.
These turtles were tagged
with sonicdevices tomonitor
their safety and migration.

Red-Crowned

Pune med college suspends trio over ragging

Pune: Three second-yvear postgradu- The action came after the mother of
ate students at BJ Medical Collegeand  ajunior student, who was allegedly rag-
Sassoon General Hospital were sus-  ged, approached the chief minister’s of-
pended andordered tovacatetheirhos-  fice Monday with a complaint, stating
tels on Monday following a ragging the victim had been insulted by the ac-
complaint against them, reports Alim  cused seniors on multiple occasions.
Shaikh. Their department head was During the inguiry, three more students
also removed over the alleged harass- came forward alleging harassment by
ment on the institution’s premises. the same seniors, officials said.

National Institute of Science Education and Research Bhubaneswar

AN AUTONOMOUS INSTITUTE UNDER DAE, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

ADMISSION TO MASTERS PROGRAM IN MEDICAL AND RADIOLOGICAL PHYSICS

The National Institute of Science Education and Research (NISER) Bhubaneswar, invites applications from
interested candidates for the M. Sc. program in Medical and Radiological Physics at the Centre for Medical and

Radiation Physics, NISER, Odisha, India.
PROGRAM DETAILS

L% SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice No: CAQ/CN/BNG112/2025
Dated ; 24-04-2025

The undersigned, on behalf of the

President of India, invites E-Tenders

far the following work.
Name of the Work | Approx. Value

Construction of | Rs. 4,60,93,121)-
Officer's Rest House on 3rd, 4th & 5th
Floors (3 Floors) over newly
constructed ORH Building at
Bengaluru Cantonmenl. (Composite
Tender). (Tender Ref. No.: BNC-5tn-
Development-04)

Last date for submission of bids:

Upto 15:00 Hrs on 21-05-2025
For details log on: www.ireps.gow.in

38

LOKPAL OF INDIA

Lokpal of India has issued a
Vacancy Circular dated 28.04.2025
for filling up the post of Registrar
(IT) and Assistant registrar (IT) on
deputation basis. For more details,
please visit the website of Lokpal of

'India. Link: www.lokpal.gov.in

Last date of receipt of applications
is 27.06.2025

Deputy Chief Engineer/Construction/

Works/Bengaluru Cantonment
PLIE 7D AA S TP RE SR 00 5- 24

The Met department predicted
‘above normal’ rainfall over the
country as a whole during Mayv 2025
averaged over the country as a
whole. “The normal to ‘above nor-
mal’ rainfall is likely over many
parts of the countrv except some
parts of northwest central, east and

experienced seventh highest mean
April temperature (29.1 degree celsi-
us which was higher by 0.8 degree C
than normal) over the country as a
whole since the formal recording be-
gan in India in 1901. Northwest India
during the month recorded the fifth
warmest April since 1901.

Rajasthan and Gujarat faced 6-11
heat wave days, and east MP and Vi-
darbha experienced 4-6 heat wave
days against normal of 2 to 3 days.
Over east central India, Maharash-
traand adjoining northern Peninsu-
lar India, 1-3 heat wave davs were ob-
served against normal of 2-3days.

Degree awarding institute

Homi Bhabha Mational Institute, Mumbai and NISER

Duration of the course

2 years Masters program and 1-year mandatory intemship.

Total No. of seats

10

Minimum qualification and selection

60% marks in B. Sc with physics as a main course and JAM 2025 / JEST 2025

scorecards. The shortlisting will be based on JAM 2025/ JEST 2023 marks, followed by
interview for selection.

students who have a CGPA of 6 or greater in the course.

HOW TO APPLY

More details about the program are available at: https:fiwww.niser.ac.infcmrp/

See announcements section of NISER website https:/l'www.niser.ac.in/ or Scan the QR code.

Last date of online application

15th May 2025

Date of interview

1st-dth July 2025

Announcement of final selection list

th July 2025

Centre for Medical and Radiation Physics, NISER, Jatni-50, Odisha, India
Email: cmrp@niser.ac.in

CBC48158/12/0001/2526
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HARYANA RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION Lud.

(A joawt vesture of Goverssent of Harvasa and Misisiry ol Railways)

Dated: 01.05.2025

details and terms & conditions, may please refer HRIDC website: www.hridc.co.in

(Vacancy Notice) CAD-258
R = ]
HARYANA RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOFPMENT CORPORATION LTD (HRIDC) @ OBISHATON [Fﬁﬂ#[:riﬁgls':nﬂgmlﬁnm 1ON LimITER
invites applications from suitable candidates for the following posts for Retired ' ; : .
personnels on re-engagement basis : - PANTHRANIVAS [OLD BLOCK): LEWIS ROAD: BHUBANESWAR-14
) No 526 INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB] Date : 25.04.2025
etter No. ate : 25.04.
3"- Designation | Posts :'““t'? of ”3';‘3""5’ lssue Date | Last Date NOTICE INVITATION FOR BIDS (NIFB)
0. osting | Notice No. E-Procurement Notice No. BP-1/06/2025-26 dt.25.04.2025
1. Nature of Work : RFP for Selection of C Itant for Providing Detailed Project Report
1. MEHEQEﬁHR 01 Post fu::u?'I ;'riﬁe:rjem Tcr:urism F’rniects?n oneTeEEEE e v : e
& Mgﬁggﬁmﬁ Glees: Gurugram HeS 01.05.2025 |31.05.2025 g’: g?f;giﬂ;”;”ﬁ;“;;’;&“s
i 2025/09 e e 4. Class of Contractor ; As Per RFP
Sr. Executive/
i HR 01 Post 5. Period of Completion : 1 (One) month
- 6. Other details as follows :
4. | Executive/HR | 01 Post Procurement | Bid ldentification| Availability of Bid Date, Time & Place of
5 Sr. Manager/ 01 Post Officer No. online Opening of Tender
’ Accounts A Supenntending | BP-I/06/2025-26 From To 11.30 Hours of dt. 15.05.2025
Manager/ HRIDC/ g;g@ﬁé dt. 26.04 2025 |30.04.2025|14.05.2025 s in 'lhf ﬂéﬁne EF the
T Lperniencin ngineer,
6. Accounts 01 Post | Gurugram 2025/10 01.05.2025 |31.05.2025 EBhubaneswar. OTDC Lid, Ehﬁban%swar.
- Sr. Executive/ —— Further details can be seen from the Govt. Website www.etenderodisha.gov.in.
| Accounts 5 . osdk
Superintending Engineer
For more details regarding Educational/ Technical Qualification, Experience, Age, other Dg;ﬁ%;u;&%ﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂﬁ

sciences (BTech/BE).

Sd/-
GM/HR/HRIDC
i3c BRIC-RCB PhD Programme 2025-26 Ll 3%3

Details of the qualifying criteria and selection process can be found at

idcadmissions@rch.res.in.

CONTACT US:

/’_\1
BRIDCUL
; e

CIN No - U45203UR20085GC032501
Ref : - 962/BRIDCUL- 976 Tender/25

given as below:-

https://rcb.ac.in/rch_website/i3c-bric-rch-phd-programme-bioscience. The last date for
submitting online applications is June 15, 2025. For any query, please email to

SEBT—~ 0135-2522041, B-FoT -

E-Tendering

On behall of Hon'ble, Governor of Uttarakhand, E-Tender are invited by Managing Director BRIDCUL, from
the Contractors registered with any Govt./Semi Govt./PSU/Nigam in suitable Class & Category for the works

CRHpaTiraien

Online applications are invited for admission to the i3c BRIC-RCB PhD Programme in
Biosciences from Indian students through two tracks. Track | eligibility: 4-year Bachelor's degree or
IMaster's degree from a recognised institution in any area of science and technology, or a Bachelor of
Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery, or an equivalent degree. Track Il eligibility: Medicine (MBBS)
undergraduates or 4-year undergraduates in any branch of engineering from the non-bioclogical

1 Bl ey

Registrar

Regional Centre for Biotechnology Telephone: +91-129-2848800
Faridabad - 121001, Haryana (NCR Delhi)

BRIDCUL (srs=ze1)

firer, radl, ==1e1 UYE 397 SenTIngY? Sgegse SeureE 3ihe eerares s
(FeeraTEve HEane w1 IawH) gl #A Teaereve Free s esrs frera it
CIEITH ESTIITOTE: STErESITaar sTeraT, SH3—5,
Freorerge @ =TS, ATOTET, FAETISTYE g, TEITEET— 248001
bridculigmail.com

Dated: 30/04/2025

Website: www.rcb.res.in

ZTOTERTEl MTEOSIO3TTEO

5. Ref No. Name of Project Estimated | Earnest| Cost of Tender| Time
No Cost (In Lac| Money | Document | Period
including | (In Lac) (In Rs.)
GST)
BRIDCUL/HAQ | Construction of Art & Science Block at 5000 + 18
1 | HLD/15/2025 |Scban Singh Jeena University Distt.| 186024 3720 18% GST M
-26 Almars. 0 onth

https:/fuktenders.gov.in

For above tenders, document download start date is 02.05.2025 and Bid submission end date is
23.05.2025 at 1500 Hrs. The details of e-tender of above work can be obtained directly from website

Changes, if any will be intimated only through website https://uktenders.gov.in
General Manager (Civil)-l
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DIREGTORATE OF HANDIGRAFTS, ODISHA

- 1STFLOOR, HOD BUILDING, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR-T51001

NOTICE FOR EXTENSION OF TENDER FOR SELECTION OF AGENCY FOR SUPPLY
OF TRIBAL JEWELLERY & DHOKRA CASTING IMPROVED TOOLKIT SETS

Mo.- 2892 Date: 25.04.2025

Submission of Tender for selection of agency towards supply of improved toolkits for Tribal

Jewellery & Dhokra Casting published vide Tender Notification No- 2231 did. 27.03.2025
in 03 English Dailies i.e The Times of India, The Hindu & The New Indian Express is
extended up to 09.05.2025 (5:.00 PM) and the same will be opened 14.05.2025 at 11 AM.
Sdi-
Director of Handicrafts
Odisha

CHENNAI METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY

AND SEWERAGE BOARD
MOTICE INVITING TENDER THROUGH E-TENDER
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
e-bid is invited from the eligible bidders for the following work as per the
procedure of CMWSSB under two cover system conforming to the Tamil Nadu
Transparency in Tenders Act, 1998 and Rules 2000.

s, Bid =E =
No MName of work and Tender No. Security Submission | Opening
’ closing Date Date
Sewer Package |A - Heplacement
of various sizes of damaged PSC/
SWP, Enlargement! Improvement/
Extension of sewage pumping main

1 and Strengthening of existing collection| Rs.13.02 15'35'%“25 15'2?{3325
system in various Sewage Pumping lakhs EDI}P m. | 3.30 o.m
Stations commanding areas in L0 p-m- <0 p-m-
Area LIII & IV under Vada Chennai
Valarchi Thittam,
CNT/SEW/NCB/NCVT/3651A/2024-25

EMD by online transfer only through tender Portal. The tenderer shall submit
2 |scanned copy of online transaction statement towards EMD as part of Tender
document.

Last date for submitting applications for issuance of work site inspection cerlificates
3 |to the concemed Executive Engineer / Superintending Engineer for having visited
the site of work is 48 hours before the tender submission date.

Availability of tender documents and e-bid submission is permitted through tender
4 |portal / website:www.tntenders.gov.in For all other details refer tender schedule
in the website from 02.05.2025

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

DIPR/ 1814/TENDER/2025 (CONTRACTS & MONITORING)
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Bihar State Power (Holding) Company Limited
(A Govt. of Bihar Undertaking)
[Department of General Administration)

GST Number : 10AAFCB2394A27D,
CIN Number : U40102BR20125GC018495

Job Contract Notice No. — 08/2025 (Contract)

Walk-In-Interview

Bihar 5tate Power (Holding) Company Ltd. invites application for contractual

engagement on one no. of post of Advisor [ Transmission).
Walk-In-Interview is scheduled to be held on 14.05.2025 (Wednesday) at 12:00 PM in

BSP({H)CL, Vidyut Bhawan, lawaharlal Nehru Marg, Patna.
For application format & details kindly visit the company website : www.bsphcl.co.in.

This information is available on www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar also

PR. No. 002463 (B&C) 25-26
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Govt. £ of Binar

BIPARD SKILL PARK-PATNA

BIPARD is inaugurating the Skill Park-Patna, followed by - A National Skill
Conference on the role of skill development in building a "Viksit Bihar'.
(Skill se Samridhi Tak.)

BIPARD to Inaugurate its First Skill Park — A State-of-the-Art Centre

The Bihar Institute of Public Administration and Rural Development (BIPARD) is proud to
announce the inauguration of its first Skill Park, a state-of-the-art facility dedicated to preparing
youth for national and international job markets. The inauguration will be graced by Mr. B.V.R.
Subrahmanyam, CEQ of NIT| Aayog, on 1st May 2025 at AIMS Road, Patna.

Following the inauguration, BIPARD will host a National Skill Conference at Hotel Taj, Patna,

from 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM. The conference will bring together policymakers, industry leaders, and

academic experts to deliberate on strategies and the way forward in partnering with Bihar to
nurture a future-ready workforce. BIPARD is preparing and inviting the kind attentions of the key
stake holders of the country to:

1. Commit to long-term partnerships with BIPARD skill development initiatives, co-designing
curriculum and offering real-world training to bridge the skill gap.

2. Seek inputs from policy makers, industry leaders, innovators on emerging trends,
technologies, and job roles to develop a forward-looking skill development roadmap aligned
with future market demands.

3. Encourage industries to invest (financially or through resources) in state-of-the-art training
centers, tools, and mentorship programs to modernize and scale skill development initiatives.

Let us pledge to Make Skill Aspirational, Affordable, Inclusive and Result-oriented.

Hosted By:

BIPARD 5kill Park- Patna &
Bihar Skill Development Mission

PR- 02478 ( B & C ) 2025-26
9 DI AR, 94ie PN GE! INR|

PR- 002349 (B & C ) 2025-26
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A thought for today

The digital world is so convenient and nice,
but just playing back a vinyl record is a much warmer,
hotter, more present feeling
STEVE MILLER

ATTEMPT THE ABSURD .

Not Who But What

GOI has joined the caste count brigade. The
politics is clear, economic usefulness isn't

he Centre’s decision to include caste enumeration in the next

I Census is not unexpected - it had already signalled its
willingness last Sept. Opposition bloe had drummed up its
demand ahead of Lok Sabha 2024 elections. Caste is at the heart of
India’s politics. And there's nodoubt that enumerating caste as part
of the Census will help with accurate information — size, literacy
levels, occupational structures. It will immediately be visible if a
caste is denied basic facilities and infra. But what will be done with
all that knowledge? BJP ally Nitish Kumar’s survey of caste in
Bihar - where elections will be held later this year —was released in
Oct 2023. Itfound 63% of the state’s13cr population belonged to castes
listed under Extremely Backward Classes (EBC)and OBC categories.

Guestion is: How has Nitish Kumar’s govt used its survey for targe-
ted interventions in the two yearssincerelease of thedata? Further,
caste sizes will always remain a hot potato. It's what Karnataka CM
Siddaramaiah is grappling with - political
accusations from both Congress and BJP
that the data is “inaccurate”. Caste enume-
ration is of little use if the outcome is
limited to power politics.

Truth is, govts have limited capacity to
wholesale iImprove soclo-economic inequali-
ties. Caste numbers are most likely to
spur agitations for more gquotas in the name
of affirmative action - all that govis can
seemingly do. To pull people out of economic backwardness demands
investment, meaningful &relevanteducation and training & good jobs
for vouth. Without these pillars, for which govts act as enablers, no
matter how much the data collected and collated, it’s status quo for
those discriminated against and forced to remain socially backward.
Fundamental to progress is availability and access to justice, law &
order, education, health and mobility A caste census is not essential to
ensure this. Further, fears that a caste census can be an “identity trap”
must be dealt with—perhapsthe enumeration should include a column
“no caste”. And now the big question: when will the Census be held?
The cabinet briefing didn’t indicate a time. Numbers far more vital to
policymaking than caste count need serious updating.

SC calls digital access to services a fundamental
right, but making that work is very tough
Digita] access to services is a fundamental right, Supreme

Courtsaid on Wednesday. If you get news and entertainment

from the net, catch up with friends on social media, bank
and book cabs online, you might not feel the significance of this
judgment, but ask your domestic help who can’'t get a subsidised gas
cylinder even now.

The bench of Justices JB Pardiwala and R Mahadevan was
hearing two PILs where the petitioners’ physical - not financial or
educational - disadvantages barred access to digital services. One
of them, an acid attack survivor with severe facial disfigurement,
failed her bank’s KYC because she couldn’t blink her eyes —an RBI-
mandated requirement. The other had 100% wvisual impairment,
While they had sought modified KYC norms, SC
went a step further and addressed the bigger
1ssue of inclusion.

Theright to life and liberty - Article 21 of

the Constitution - includes the right to live
with dignity, and earn a livelihood. While
bringing digital access to services under
Article 21 - because “access to essential
services, governance, education, healthcare
and economic opportunities are (sic) increasingly mediated
through digital platforms” — SC said, “bridging digital divide is no
longer a matter of policy discretion but imperative for a life of
dignity”. Italso mentioned the “principle of substantive equality” -
the need to remove the root causes of inequality.

Online learning during the pandemic brought home the reality
of digital inequality. Children from well-to-do families could continue
learning during lockdowns, but the majority couldn’t because they
didn’t have laptops, internet and online courses. Since then, many
services have gone online, usually resulting in reduced walk-in
facilities, This disadvantages poor people and senior citizens who
are not net-savvy. Where thev could talk to, say, bank staff in the
local language, online services may be available in only one or two
languages. There’s also the issue of internet access. India claims
B86% tele-density, but only 59% of rural India is online. And only
4.5% of Indians are on wired broadband. That's important because
last vear India enforced 84 internet shutdowns affecting mobile
internet users. SC has made the right move on guaranteeing digital
access, but the ball is in govt’s court.

Red-faced East

[t’s now more toxic than exotic
Bachi Karkaria

The East Is Red was a 1965 musical extravaganza hailing Mao
Zedong's shaping of Chinese Communist Party. Its title song
(‘Dongfang Hong' in the original) became Cultural Revolution's
unofficial national anthem. And also unofficially that of Bengal’s
ultra-Left in those ll-salaam days of ‘China’s Chairman
amader (our) Chairman. "However the east is now more in the
red. The fault lies not only with colonies-and-credit-grabbing West, If the sun
has been setting on it, we only are to blame. Centre and town-planners alike.
‘Neglect of the east’ was acri de coewr,'cry phrom the haart’ long before Mamata
raised her fist against fiscal unfairness. This stuck record of '60s Calcutta found
an unlikely avatar when [ lived in Bombay for the next decade. Handling ‘News in
Pictures’ at llustrated Weekly, I'd get an avalanche of images for calamities in
remote corners of the world. But for floods in Orissa, photographic drought.
The Red Fortress barricaded itself during Jyoti babu's long hold.
@ Then, for one, brief and shining moment’, his quasi-capitalist succes-

so0r Buddhadeb Bhattacharva promoted the state as gateway to emer-
gent east, Land of the Rising Tigers. Now Bengal Tigress wantstoget it

, outof thered by bringing in the world via Bisiwa Bangla melas.
re— Country, state, city, same to same. For companies, “Going
erraliCad south’ meansdownward slope. For urban wannabes, it means
upward mobility, whether in Mumbai, Kolkata or Delhi. In the
first, west is also best, East is not a socially leavening agent anywhere.

Mumbai, city of Kipling’'s birth and early childhood, seems determined to
honour hisdire ‘twain shall never meet’ prediction. Engineering marvels keep
linking its west with south. But central city's eastern flank remains unseen,
unserved by Viksit Bharat's breathless forerunners. Despite the fact that space
and sea-views of these once-depressed dock and mill areas are now manna for
heavy-breathing developers and muse of their hyperventilating hoardings.

Stepchild east waits in cautious hope for the Sewri-Worli connector that
will speed it to the blandishments of west and south. But braces for monumental
disruption, diversion - and extra dollop of delays.
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AlecSmartsaid, “The whole world (and planet)is sending adesperate

May Day call.”
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ACHIEVE THE IMPOSSIBLE
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Trump’s threats & Khalistan-pandering by Conservatives were among the reasons Liberals won.
But India-Canada ties won't change much. Khalistani factions are still entrenched in both parties

Daniel Bordman

At the beginning of the wear, the
resultsof the Canadianelection werea
| near certainty. Conservative Party of
Canada (CPC)was up over 20 points in
the polls, the Trudeau brand was
beyond toxic and top Liberals were
Columnist based jumpingship.
in Toronto But then everything changed.
Trudeau resigned, Trump took office
and started threatening to annex Canada, the polls tigh-
tened up and now there is a need to do a post-mortem on
why the Conservatives lost, The biggest
reason for the massive swing is undo-
ubtedly Trump’s threats of tariffs
and annexation. The defining trait of
left-wing Canadiannationalism is anti-
Americanism. It makes sense that
when threatened by US, Canadians
would default to Liberal Party.

It should be noted that Con-
servatives under Pierre Poilievre got
41.4% of the total vote, which is
higher than Trudeau ever got in his
career, and a historically good result
for CPC. However, this brings up
the second reason why Poilievre lost:
Jagmeet Singh.

The collapse of NDP under Jagmeet
will be studied for vears. How the
leader of a farleft socialist party could
not capitalise on the fact that Liberals
brought in an international banker,
who moved his company to US and
allegedly stashes his income in tax
havens in the Caribbean, is beyond anyone's under-
standing. Jagmeet was a complete disaster on nearly
everymetricasaleader, and asaresult this caused most
of NDP's voters to consolidate behind Liberal Party Add
in the fact that Green Party strategically decided not to
run candidates in most ridings, and the Conservatives
had to face down a consolidated left in this election.

Those were the factors that were beyvond the control
of CPC, but there were many mistakes too. The biggest
complaint that most CPC supporters tended to have
with the Conservatives' campaign is that they ran
scared. Basically, to borrow a sports analogy, they
plaved not to lose. Up over 20 points, they did not

push the pace and control the narrative of the election,
but rather campaigned to avoid criticism. This mani-
fested in a near six-month period where the only thing
CPC would do publicly is wish different communities
on theirholidays.

Theyv also made the mistake of giving what was a
very consequential election the most narrow framing
possible. For the entirety of 2024, nearly 15% of Poilievre's
entire vocabulary was “Carbon Tax". It was a “Carbon
Taxelection”, all of the Liberals got a nickname - “Car-
bon Tax Carney”, “Carbon Tax Chrystia”, basically
anyvthing that Poilievre didn’t like got a “Carbon Tax”
put before it, It got very annoying.

WE ARE CANADA STRONG
"~
NOUS SOMMES UN CANADA FORT

The pace of the election was stolen as soon as Mark
Carney became the leader of Liberal Party He declared
the carbon tax cancelled, and asserted that he was a
centrist outsider coming to bring change. And just
like that, Carney had branded himself as the change
candidate, stole CPC’s singular talking point and had
talken control of the election narrative.

Poilievre’s last big mistake was his choice of whoto
associate with and who to shun. Particularly, choosing
the Khalistani movement over the Indian-Canadian
community.

During the six-month spree of happy holidays pos-
ting, there was one holiday that was quite loudly omitted,

Diwali. In Oct last year, there was a rumour that the
Conservatives were going tocancel their yvearly Diwalion
the hill partv Shockingly, the behind-the-scenes excuse
was that they were told that if they ran the event they
would be accused of meeting with Indian agents, soitwas
best to cancel. Needless to say the Indian-Canadian
Hindu community did not take their humiliation quietly:

The last week of Poilievre’'s campaign was full
Khalistan Zindabad. He flew across the country to
attend the Vaisakhi day parade in Surrey BC, the most
radical of all the Khalsa parades in Canada. Pictures of
Bhindranwale, Parmar and other so-called ‘martyrs’
were present, and journalists deemed to be unfriendly
were harassed and threatened. The
parade ended up foreshadowing what
was to come for the Conservatives.
They came in force and gave the
Khalistanis evervthing they wanted.
Yet, the Khalistanis gave a lifetime
award to Trudeau despite the Liberals
staying away from the event,

The Conservatives' grand pande-
ring did not worlk. The promise of
direct flights to Amritsar swayved
exactly zeroridings with high Punjabi
populations. Worse, there was a dedi-
cated spite vote from some segments
of the Hindu community who were
purged from CPC ranks. In three
ridings in the city of Brampton with a
very large Indian-Canadian commu-
nity, the People’s Party, which is
basically a protest vote party, ran
Hindu candidates that were cast off
from the Conservatives and managed
to make up the voting difference
between the Liberals and Conservatives.

At the end of the day Carney is now PM and Poilievre
is in limbo after losing his seat. For India-Canada
relations there is some good news. There is no way
things can get any worse and Jagmeet no longer
holds any power to carry out any more parliamentary
political crusades against India.

However, don’t expect things to get much better
Bothmajor partiesstill have Khalistanifactions within
them that the currentleaderships have accepted. There
will be less open hostility towards India but the core
problems still remain.

The writer isa Canadian journalist

PORTRAIT OF A KILLER AS A SCHOOLBOY

Adolescence’s Jamie IS a misogynist monster? He's only 13, so give us a break

Rupa Sengupta

Rumour has it ‘Adolescence-2” might
materialise. Doubtless because
Adolescence-l is now Netflix’s third
‘most popular’ English-language TV
show ever. People are still talking
about it, staggered by its portrayal of a
schoolboy who kills a schoolgirl after consuming
online misogvnistic content. Thev're still alarmed,
too: this CCTV-captured crime follows 13-vear-old
protagonist Jamie's ‘radicalisation’ in the digital
‘manosphere’, where anti-feminist males rage against
being rejected by choosy, emancipated females.

Adolescence’s co-creator Stephen Graham read
about cases of boys stabbing girls, and rising knife
crimes in UK. Drawing from these reports, the
series-makers wove an ingenious plot around an
‘ordinary family' —caring, if clueless parents, cute
kids - struck by tragedyv They wanted common
folks to think "My god, this could be happening to
us!" They also sought to avoid blame-the-parents
‘tropes’-violentdad, alcoholicmom-—in portraying
loss of innocence.,

Adolescenice, then, is loosely news-inspired.
But its long one-take shots help people forget it's
fiction. That's alright: good art helps suspend
disbelief, What's dodgy, though, i1s that Jamie's
being perceived as a spine-chilling - and, some claim,
sociopathic — symbol of the ‘dark side of modern
bovhood’. Viewers, reviewers and UK politicians have
hyped Adolescence as social commentary, a veritable
docu-drama. But is its portrait of a Killer as a young
boy true-to-life?

No, writes Ioan Grillo, journalist-author focused on
drugs and organised crime: ‘A depressed Kid slaving
classmates more resembles’ US school shootings, ‘a very
different reality linked to firearms’. Jamie isn’t your
typical teen Killer, Grillo argues, Many of UK’s youth
stabbings and murders involve ‘gangs, crews of boys
and voung men...mostly in bigcities'. Youcan'tdiscuss
such crime ignoring gang culture, as Adolescence’s
makers self-admittedly do. Also, besides most murder
victims being male, over 76% sentenced children in
UK have experienced ‘fatherlessness’. Unlike Jamie.

Besides drug-running, knife crime’s linked to poor,
deprived neighbourhoods, mental health issues and
families scarred by domestic violence, substance abuse
and childhood trauma - none of which figures in Adole-
scence. Une commentator asks why such social blights
don’'t attract screenwriters and political endorsers.
Others lambast the idea that ‘stable two-parent’ working-
class families are potential nurseries for toxically
masculine girl-killers. Still others feel Adolescence
needed to highlight both inequality and working-class
reality, which isn't all dark and despondent.

In Adolescence, stabbing victim Katie's cyberbully-
ing triggers Jamie’s violence: her ‘meaning’-laden
emojis branded him an ‘involuntary celibate’ deprived

of sex and romance. A scrawny pubertal schoolboy’s
unhinging by insulting emojis might be riveting TV
drama. To say he represents incel culture downplays
the real-life danger, to society, of conjoined misogyny
and supremacist fanaticism. Even so, Adolescence
rightly reminds parents, educationists and policy-
makers tocounter women-hating ‘kidfluencers’.
Series co-creator Jack Thorne requests authorities
to consider under-16 smartphone or social media bans.
such measures can help, provided they aren’t a copout
for guardians too lax or indulgent to monitor their
wards. AsClaudia Young, researching digital subcultu-
res, says, social media-deprived kids could access more
sinister, extremist cyberspaces, ‘further out of sight
than mainstream platforms like Instagram...” Clearly,

guick fixes can't supplant hands-on vigilance.

Finally, treating troubled children as grownup,
‘truth’-telling self-reporters can be counterproductive.
Especially if it involves sexualising them, asking
age-inappropriate questions, or badgering them to
discloseoedipal ‘desires’ and transgressive feelings. Teen
aggression can be a defence against real or imagined
anxieties and narcissistic wounds deepened by authority
figures. The latter include secab-picking shrinks who
have no ethical problem ‘evaluating’ juveniles after
manipulating their emotions, stoking their fears and
prolonging their trauma.

Graham wanted an episode in Adoelescence devoted
to‘understanding...thislad’. Episode-3showsa woman
forensic psychologist, wittingly or unwittingly,
‘adultifving’ Jamie, playing on his chaotic teelings
and heightening his insecurities about being
‘ugly’ and unmanly She asks the emotionally
immature sexual novice a barrage of unsettling
questions. How do ‘masculine men’ feel about
women? What would ‘a boy vour age’ do "sexually
with a girl'? Would you touch her ‘chest’, *backside’
and ‘vagina'? Probing his thoughts about Katie's
snuffed-out life appears secondary.

Jamie’s volatile reactions to mixed messaging,
suspected ‘trick’ gquestions and being cornered
aren’'t unexpected. Yet the lady's rattled as he raves
and rants, when she should be unflappable, if not
inscrutable. Jamie's excitability seemingly betrays
what Freud called ‘transference’ of past emotions -
attachment and/or antagonism - marking therapist-
patient relationships: ‘dovoulikeme? heasks, craving
reassurance. Her ending their sessions abruptly seems
counter-transferential. Both aggressor and child-
victim, defiant and frightened, Jamie sees it as
abandonment,

Series co-writer Thorne rightly savs, like Katie,
‘Jamie’s a tragedy, too’. Yet many read Adolescence as a
horrorstory, and view Jamie as an embodiment of teen
evil. This is to forget that even a killer can be a lost boy
struggling between wanting to hurt and needing to
atone. And that this seesawing between longing and
hostility, denial and avowal of guilt, is a ery for help,
and perhapsforgiveness-notsome “terrifving glimpse
into the murderous heart of darkness.

Calvin & Hobhhes

THROWING THESE SHNOWBALS
WOULD GIWE ME |MMEDIATE
AND CERTAIN PLEASURE.

i 19D w-m‘t‘w P Lboweied Sl IOk

REFRAIMING TROM THROWING
THESE SHOWRAULS N THE

HOPE OF BE\NG REWARDED
AT CHRISTMAS 1S DELANED
AND UNCERTAIN PLEASURE .

Sacredspace

AS USUAL, SO0ODNESS
HARDLY PUTS UF A FIGHT.

Themind
isnothing

L SRR

but a bundle
of thoughts.
These thoughts
depend upon
thei-thought alone. Hence the
reason is nothing but this
i-thought.

Ramana Maharshi

Shankara’s Advaita And Magnificence Of Brahmn

V Balasubramaniam

di Shankaracharyashared
Apmfuund Vedantic insights

in Vivekachudamani, verse
78, “Humans, victims of all five senses”,
and pinpointed Advaitic truths by
expounding that to catch a deer, one
entices it with sweet sound of, say, a
flute, and when it stands motionless
entranced by that sound, one catches it.
Anelephant is caught by tempting it
with the touch of ashe-elephant.

A moth is attracted toa flame by the
brightness of itsform, falls into it and
dies. Fishermen catch fish by using
bait; fish takes the bait and falls prev.
Fragrant smell of flowers attracts the
bee, which dies enjoying that fragrance.
“Thus, oneor the other of thefive senses
leads these beings toafatalend. Buta
man who is a slave to all the five senses,
falls prey to the five-fold influence.”

Inverse 261 of Vivekachudamani,

Shankaraexplains that Brahmnis
actionless and changeless. So, when we
say that Brahmn is the cause of the
universe, we are only viewing it
through the medium of our
senses and mind.

Brahmn is the cause of the
universe, itisonly an
indicative characteristic

of Brahmn; it isnot its
‘swarupa-lakshan’ - which
is existence-consciousness-
bliss, a three-in-one definition;
an integral whole, not three
butoneonly.

In Advaita Pancharatnam,
verse two, Shankaraexplains
the core teaching of Advaita:
“Aropemistakenforasnake,a
shell mistaken for silver, the
trunk of atree mistakenfora
thief.” These objects last only
as long as their perception

1gnorance.

]
Also. when we say that S80S ga:uiﬂ absolute Self, we are aware
T3 ;&'® only of the body, mind, and

THE SPEAKING TREE

reality

persists when the rope is perceived in
ignorance, either due to darkness or
otherwise, as a snake; we merge with

In the same way, unaware
of our true nature as the

intellect. This conglomera-
tion, which we usually call
----- jiva, isthought of astheonly
existence, an empirical

InShankara, one finds
unusual combination of
philosopher, poet, savant,
saint, myvstic, and religious
reformer, all rolled into one,
who ensured that the truth of
Advaita Vedanta would thrive
not only in India but throug-
hout the world. Shankara
traversed farflung corners,
preaching tothe local populace

and debating philosophyv with Hindu,
Buddhist, and other scholars and
monks along the way. Heengaged in
reforming the Sanatan Dharm and
personified wisdom of the Vedas.
Shankara also wrote philosophical
treatises, and composed hymns known
as ‘Prakarana Granthas’ including
*Vivekachudamani', ‘Atma Bodha' and
‘Upadesa Sahasri’ in verse and prose.
His verses have unfathomable
depth, and they have helped successive
generations experience beauty and
liveliness of the Self. In Bhaj Govindam,
Shankaraexhorted people to chant the
nameof Govind and free themselves
from the illusion of samsara. He
established that duality is all-consu-
ming, and we can get out of the binary
of dusk and dawn, winter and spring,
only when we have mastered our
desires and are ready toseek
permanent refuge in Brahmn.
Shankara Jayantiison May 1
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A GROUND REPORT FROM

Fear And
OnUSC

Chidanand Rajghatta | TNN

ear stalks American college cam-

puses. It is not just students shying

away from speaking out, but academ-

ics and administrators, too. At the

(reorge Mason University in North-
ern Virginia, hosting more than 4,000 interna-
tional students out of 40,000 on its 677-acre cam-
pus, no one wants to speak on record about the
15 foreign students at the varsity whose F-1 visas
have been scrubbed, though both students and
faculty know about the revocation.

The Dean’s office directs you to the Human
Resources Office, which directs vou to the
Student and Academic Affairs department,
which sends you to the Office of International
Programs and Services. Finally, Melanie Be-
log, an executive director in the university’s
Communications office, a former journalist
herself, forwards a statement from college
president Gregory Washington that acknowl-
edges the revocation of 15 international stu-
dents’ visas but says “these terminations
have ocourred without involvement of or pri-
or notice to the university”. More of that later.

For now, it is the palpable fear and forebod-
ing across US campuses that is striking, This
is America, land of the free and home of the
brave, where the lore of academic freedom,
peerless instruction, and vibrant engagement
attracts more than a million students from all
over the world, bringing in an estimated $44
billion annually to the American Kitty That's
being shredded. No one knows why, “This ad-
ministration is working to destroy the core
of America’s brand equity and its greatest
assets... (including) a terrific education sys-
tem that has attracted talent from all over the
world,” says Dipankar Chakravarti, profes-
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT: International students at GEﬂrgE Mason Ur*|r1.ﬁ.=1r5|t1n,r "uflrgima. feast on pani puri

more relaxed; unlike Virginia, which has
a Republican administration (so universi-
ties here face double pressure from the fed-
eral and state administrations), Maryland is
Democrat-run, Schlepping out to play pickle-
ball after a day's grind, three desi undergrad
kids open up after some bantering. “We don't
need this pressure, As it is, we are worried
about summer internships,” says Hemant,
who like his buddies Rajesh and Ayush, is
studying supply chain. They've spent the
past week bunging in 400 applications for in-
ternships across the US, Things are not look-
ing good, especially with the tariff
standoff casting a dark shadow ﬂ
on the economy,

Outside the Graduate Hills

just over three months they don't drive vet.
Between getting settled in winter, where's the
time to buy or lease or rent a car and get a US
licence and beat the 60-day window in which
the international driving permit expires?

[t's the last thing on their mind though
they've heard a couple of desi students had
their visas revoked — because they were driv-
ing with expired permits. Right now, their
lives revolve around the shopworn shibboleth
for desi grad students: Apartment-Depart-
ment; Adviser-Budweiser. There’s no regret
though about coming to the US; they reckon

~ the hoopla will eventually die
= down, “Actually, my parents

are more stressed out than [ am.

FRONTLINES OF TRUMP’S CRACKDOWN

Silence
mpuses

They keep calling every day to check how I am
doing,” says Hari, gently suggesting “the Indi-
an media should not hype up coverage”. Nope,
he has no interest in politics or activism, and
has never participated in a protest. But he will
now make sure he doesn't get anywhere close
to one given what happened to Ranjani Srini-
vasan, the srad student at Columbia who had
to self-deport after getting caught up in the
anti-Israel demos in Columbia University

Wonderful Part Of US Campus Life

Back across the capital at George Mason,
Lori Clark, adjunct professor at the School
of Dance and Music, is teaching a Bollvwood
dance class outdoors in the campus square,
A score of mostly foreign and American stu-
dents tuck into the pani-puri and jalebi spread
she has laid out before first swayving to a dan-
diva song and then going into "Tutak Tutak’,
‘Balam Pichkari” and other desi hits. “Who
knows when they will decide Bollywood can't
be part of American or MAGA culture?” she
muses, America has come a long way from
the early days of globalisation when she lived
in Delhi’s Defence Colony (*near the gandi
naala™) studying dance forms in movies like
Pakeezah and Mughal-e-Azam,

In the motley dance group, Taruni, an engi-
neering undergrad from Hyderabad, is hang-
ing out with Savannah, an American student
with Down Syndrome. Taruni is not formally
in the dance class; she's studying IT. But she’s
assisting Savannah as part of her campus
work at the Mason LIFE Program for young
adults with intellectual and developmental
disabilities. “I don't know if I would ever have
such an experience in India,” she says about
her work with the special needs student. “It 1s
a unigue and wonderful part of my American
campus life.” And now MAGA is blowing it up
with a crude and witless campaign against
foreign students, purportedly because they
are “taking away our jobs".

University administrators are spooked
on two fronts. One: the Trump crackdown
on DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion) and
classroom teaching it regards as discrimina-
tory, with threats to withhold funding. And
two: the potential drving up of lolly from
foreign students who constitute a signifi-
cant revenue source. Either will doom US
universities, but scorching foreign intake
will have deleterious long-term impact, It is
the massive research investments that creat-

sor of marketing at VirginiaTech, which, like
George Mason and scores of other universi-
ties, 1s also in ferment.

Don’t Quote Me, Please

It's not just foreign students, even Americans,
teachers and students alike, are in a funk.
With rare exceptions, the few who talk ask to
speak off the record with no names and no
close-up photographs. Universities in Mos-
cow and Beijing could well be more open. This
1s more like North Korea. An American fac-
ulty member who opened up to talk about the
“red lines™ and “high-wire” the university is
having to navigate to retain govt funding, lat-

Mahesh from

Trump

apartment on Campus Drive,
Hari from Kakinada and

are doom scrolling in the S
warm spring evening as

cherry blossoms wilt before
the incoming summer, They
arrived in the US in Jan for
the spring semester, just as the
administration
charge, They find it hard to be-
lieve foreign students are getting
visas revoked for minor traffic
infractions. Having been here for

Chennai {In lakh)

2015-16

Indian Student Surge in US May Stall

Total foreign students

APR

Apr 21 Trump admin freezes

10.4 $2.2 billion in grants to Harvard

er sent frantic texts asking not to be quoted.
The mood at the University of Maryland,
College Park, north of the capital, is a little

CULTURE DANCES ON: A US student = ™%
grooves to a Bollywood beat

We don't need  An American faculty
. member who opened up
this pressure. i, 1o) o talk about the
Asitis, we're  “redlines” and “high-wire”
worried about summer thﬁ univﬁ"t'ﬁlp s qungﬂ
; : 0 navigate to retain go
mternshlps funding, later sent frantic

— Hemant | SUPPLY CHAIN STUDENT texts aaiung nnt tn hE qunted

UmvEfsrtles are spuuked on twu Irunts hump
crackdown on DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion)
and the potential drying up of lolly from foreign
students who tunstitute a 5|gmﬁcant revenue source

In some unwe;sitles, mternatmnal students
constitute more than a quarter of the intake,
going up to an astonishing 52% at the
storied Carnegie Mellon and 46%
at Columbia University

HOW
TRUMP'S
GONE AFTER
COLLEGES

A TIMELINE

ed a platform for
contributions from a
global community of sci-
entists in multiple fields, Vir-
giniaTech’s Chakravarti points
out, not to speak of a “core com-
mitment to free speech, innovative
thinking, and an open judiciary (even
if flawed in implementation)” that
spread across the world. In some univer-
gities, international students constitute
more than a quarter of the intake, going up
to an astonishing 52% at the storied Carn-
egie Mellon and 46% at Columbia University.
With 26% international students, the Univer-

LR Jan 28 Trump
orders a freeze
on all federal

sity of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign’s moni- funding
ker — "UIUC" — was once dubbed “Univer- grantg. loans,
sity of Indians and University of Chinese”. and a'd_ to
By that token, George Mason is less vul- ?duf:atllﬂnal
nerable (around 10% international). “To our institutions
4,000 international students and our 36,000 pending
American students, we care about yvour well- assessments
being, and we are doing everything possible to ensure
to maintain a stable, positive scholarly en- they aren't
vironment for you,” University president prﬂmptmg
Gregory Washington said in a letter to the "Marxist

equity”, “trans-
genderism”, or
“green new deal
social engineering
policies”™

student community He savs the visa ter-
minations (since held in abeyance) “have
occurred without involvement of or pri-
or notice to the university”. But it is a
small comfort; in the broader sense,
international students don't feel
welcomed In America beyond the
campus, “I've always wanted
to go back home to India,

but now I'm ready to

Jan 29 Issues an

executive order for
combating antisemitism
at educational institutions.

return sooner. I'm It particularly targets “alien
so done,” says students and staff” for monitoring
Taruni. FEB

Feb 3 Department of Education places at least
100 employees on administrative leave as part
of a broader crackdown on Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion (DEI) initiatives

over campus activism 2 e _
2016-17 10.8 _ : : .ff Mar 7 Trump administration revokes $4pﬂmn_ n
e 109 Apr 23 Trump signs executive federal grants and contracts to Columbia University,
actions calling for harder L~ citing alleged failure to combat antisemitism
2018-19 1.0 enforcement of a law requiring - \
colleges to disclose their | .
s 201920 10.8 financial ties with foreign sources |  Mar 8 Mahmoud Mar 11 Ranjani Srinivasan, a Mar 25 Hundreds of
2020-21 9.1 . Khalil, a Palestinian Columbia University student international students
2071-72 9.5 Apr 29 Probe launched student and lawful US  from India, voluntarily leaves  get email from
into Harvard University and permanent resident,  US after her visa is revoked Department of State
2022-23 10.6 the Harvard Law Review is arrested over his by Department of State on (DOS) asking them to
3023-24 1.3 citing reports of race-based involvement in anti- March 5 over allegations that  self-deport owing to
= 73 S T e discrimination Israel protests she had supported Hamas campus activism
==

AHMEDABAD MUNICIPAL
TRANSPORT SERVICE

Outside Jamalpur gate,

Ahmedabad-380 022.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR SELECTION OF BUS
OPERATOR FOR PROCUREMENT, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
OF 100 (nos.) AC 900 MM FLOOR HEIGHT FULLY BUILT CITY
SERVICE BSVI CNG MIDI BUSES FOR AHMEDABAD MUNICIPAL
TRANSPORT SERVICE

Ahmedabad Municipal Transport Service (AMTS) invites proposals
from duly qualified interested parties for Procurement, Operation and
Maintenance of Operator owned 100 nos. AC 900 mm Floor Height
City Service BSV|I CNG 09 meter Buses for Ahmedabad City. Interested
parties may download RFP from website www.nprocure.amc.com,
and www.ahmedabadcity.gov.in from Dt. 30.04.2025 onwards,
Pre-bid queries can be on or before Di. 09.05.2025 at the address
provided in the RFP. Last date of online submission of price bids shall
be Dt. 26.05.2025. Offline submission of RFP Fee, EMD and Technical
bid shall be strictly before 27.05.2025 by 6:00 PM.

NORTHERN RAILWAY
Tender Notice No. Tab/lnj. Medicines Date: 30.04.2025
Invitation of Tenders through E-procurement system

Frincipal Chief Materials Manager, Morthem Railway, New Delhi-110001, for and on

behalf of the President of India, invites e-tenders through e-procurement system for

supply of the following items:-

S.No.| Tender No.
1. |B22512004

Brief Description
Liraglutide Pen Inj 6mg per mL {Long
Acting Insulin
NOTE- 1. Vendors may visit the IREPS websites i.e. www.ireps.gow.in for details
2. Mo Manual offer will be entertained. 127112025

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

. |Closing Date
23.06.2025

Tendar Notice No.: 04/2025-26/CE /SE-IIEE-IINDB/GVMC, Dt:29.04.2025
No.of Works : 1 No., Value of Works (ECV) : Rs.669.27 Lakhs
Downloading Etarting Date : 29-04-2025 @ 02.00 P.M.

Downloading End Date : 14-05-2025 @ 02.00 P.M.

Last Date for Submission of bid : 14-05-2025 @ 03.00 P.M.

Further details at http://'www.apeprocurement.gov.in

Olo the Executive Engineer (PW-Ill) Division

ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES 5

Mang a1ag:rl Guntur District

IEST2OUE &3iars 2997 37TSian
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o1 asis— 249404

HEIT 262/01/E-4/FOREST (DR)/2024-25, fa=ri®: 30 arltd, 2025
fersifta
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vergar it b wwn & R farem i : A-1/E-4/FOREST(DR)2024-25
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i POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF UTTARAKHAND LTD.
- (A Govt, of Uttarakhand Enterprise)

Office of Chief Engineer {O&M), Kumaon Zone, 220KV 5/s, Campus, Kamaluaganja, Haldwani-263139
Corporate ID U40101UR20045GC028675 Phone No. 7088117917

E-Tender Notice
Power Transmission Corporation of Uttarakhand Limited invites E-Tender of
following work and the last date of submission of e-bid (On line/Off Line) is
30.05.2025 upto 17:00 Hrs.
1. Supply and erection of chemical earthing at switchyard at 220KV S/s,
Mahuakheraganj under 220KV O&M Division, PTCUL, Mahuakheraganj
against E-Tender Specification No. CE/O&M/PTCUL/HLD/03/2025-26,
TENDERID (2025_PTC21_83361_1).
For more details please visit E-Tender Website www.uktenders.gov.in and
E-Tender information is available at PTCUL Website www.ptcul.org.
For any assistance on E-Tendering, please contact +91-8899890000

Chief Engineer (0&M)

Kumaon Zone
PTCUL, Haldwani

Letter No. 977/CE{O&M )/PTCUL/HLD/E-Tender
Date: 30.04.2025  “Save Electricity in the Interest of Nation”

ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL MATHURA CANTT

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION/EMPANELMENT OF
VENDORS/FIRMS AT APS MATHURA CANTT THE INTERESTED
VENDORS/FIRMS WHO ARE IN BUSINESS OF MANUFACTURING
STOCKING OR MARKETING OF GOODS & SERVICES CAN SUBMIT
APPLICATION THROUGH MAIL/REGD POST/BY HAND ALONGWITH

FEA | TR T, mmvﬂ—mmmﬁ#mﬁwwﬂ umrbdalngwlnﬂ'm?ﬂﬂ: 1A

apefiary ad=n

= :

i : !
&+ 30, nﬂ 1'3'25

The complete document and Terms and Conditions may be downloaded from
the website of |IIT Delhi at hitps:/www.iiitd.ac.infenders.

PE&EO

MDWHD AIJ'MEFMGMdmrn.-’HEErmfmen.!.ﬂi-’i"—'acm'tyf?ﬁi’fﬁ' 01 did. 26/04/2025] EREEARL ﬁﬁﬁ fmon =mar & T s arr ey Fefaiea ge o
e SR S S— 15 MAY 2025 AT APS MATHURA NEW RATC LINE MATHURA CANTT-
POSTGRADUATEINSTITUTE i g e e L e D Sl i GIRT < & IR 351 I ST & fad T & 281001 APPLICATION CAN BE DOWNLOADED FROM SCHOOL WEBSITE
OF CHILD HEALTH (PGICH DEPUTATION / RETIRED FACULTY ON CONTRACTUAL BASIS(under SRESTA |  [a5p (FFT™H| g R = oy gy WEReR S (08l Bl | WWW.APSMATHURACANTT. EDU.IN sch
T ; R oo . chool Management
SECTOR.30. NOIDA. AlIMS Mangalagiri invites Online applications from eligible candidates for 50 AT 0 faf 3 wwm HE
Website: www.pgich.edu.in, Email: childpgincida@gmail.com FACULTY POSTS (GROUP 'A’) IN "JA.HH:::UE DEPA%- The EL:EﬁH 2050 2 o 13, 14, 15, 16, 19,
Advertisement no:PGICH,NOIDA/JRFI2025/10 Date: 30.04.2025 ﬂﬁii:ﬁéémiﬂdﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁﬁ rﬁgﬁ:}*;ﬂf";‘f ‘Er:;’rs:{':i:r F;‘;E o oL the D4El| gy | S 20 § 21 |, 2025 M sr1cc5o3outto - Swfra vfimares sTfeeacht SrgeteT wearr
Advertisement for Junior Research Fellow (JRF) Position bt gy Ll : || 7| 2022 3 | 108 | Rfeamiter | w@iE 1000 9 ed | QCTUN 1 AR-Central Institute of Coldwater Fisheries Research
i , please visit website www.aiimsmangalagiri.edu.in. im?ﬁ} /]
Applications are invited from qualified candidates for Junior Research Fellow (JRF) Executive Director HURTE 02:00 Chl s Bhimtal-263136 Distt, - Nainital - (Lt uruhh inid)
Position on contract basis for the Grant-in-aid Scheme of the Department of AlIMS, Mangalagiri e Geiails ol sail v director e iR e aovin
Health Research (DHR) funded project titted, "Detection and Molecular WAEER H:TIEEH:TII T:ﬁf fﬁﬁﬁ ﬁEFH T Hﬂﬂf QH:HTEE https:h‘ UG COT. CICITTETCAT, EOY, 10
Characterization of Diarrheagenic Escherichia coli as a cause of morbidity ; F No. 3-1 {59”‘2021 'ESIT Date: 28.04.2025
?’?d murlt_alit_y in -:rtrdildren under 5 y?jars of age pres;nimg w_ithﬁjcﬁtedifarrheﬁ“ 2 _ |uppsc.up.nic.in 7 30E=E £ 2o w‘ Ik-in-int I el
e application and accompanying documentation deadline is ays from the . . alk-in-interview
date of publication of notice in newspaper. The job description can be found on our ﬁﬁ qu SF;[FIT:]F-I Helddl tl'ﬁ'ﬂﬁ |- 133/52/¢-1/09-11/2022-23 (S0 gi0 ITE) Walk-in interview f = t of "'l"'nFu]-E.-'rJﬁF,"'JFF il be held at
i i Director | | c-ine coe (T2 R 1 ) fies- T, 30 3, 2025 SRR || | oiofR, Bhimtal campus on 14.05.2025, at 10:00 AM. The detaled
imidl Campus on 14.U9. : 2. 1ne aetaie
Y, -1 i) i ]
@F‘“ BIOTECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY RESEARGH instructions regarding Qualifications/ Experience are available on our
)| TerrarTs T T o b Irac ASSISTANGE COUNCIL ARTIFICIAL LIMBS MANUEACTURING website www.cicir.res.in.
s TRTATET SHTETIT T W= TErrA Tavr] HU=e] ST s dnnaval inrabete (A Govt. of India Enterprise) Head of Office
—ffemr
fopA e T =oeas FregEe #-ﬁ%ﬁ - Ref. No. BIRAC/Vac/Adv-12/April-2025/01 ALIMCO B“H PuRnT"]" UF INDIA
0 ﬁiﬁq e 1 iffam | ifafam | §-ff Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council {BIRAC), a Not- A 'Miniratna' Company (Government of India Undertaking)
o £ a‘mi- T m“;'m;? EI;TET;? for-Profit Section 8, Schedule B, Public Sector Enterprise, under Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
mﬂr mf gﬂ;m: Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Government of India invites G.t. Road, Kanpur- 209 217 (U.P.) Toll Free No. 18001805129
il o . - online applications for the following positions: -
K et e I e T X S | |ese| I Pasition No. of Vacancies| | | Artificial Limbs Manufacturing Corporation of India (ALIMCO), a Mini
Y B ol P i it idnd) - i - - : Ratna Category-ll a CPSU working under Department of Empowerment -
T s San L S A | e - MI-D5  [toungFrofessional under Maksinndle] (02 of Persons with Disabilities, MOSJE, Government of india. _ LDGI{ OUT NOTICE
TR 1 T oo T 4 A 6w For further details regarding gualification, experience, eligibility ;Eﬁljc{;ﬁgﬁﬁtﬁg fuﬁllﬁﬁ:iﬁng%lﬂs?:maﬂwe package and invites online | |\ o infarmed to the General Public
(T s W), fafam fafwie & sgEm ) A criteria, pay-scales ete. please visit BIRAC website www.birac.nic.in th h Medi f thi ti that
T T 10800/ - TE wE i w0 4,23.0000- L for Onli i - § Post Name of Post No of Emm Consolidated I'DUQ edium o IS5 Nolce d
1 |fafan [&fem wmosro we # faofaomve =wemEd % 15051005 | 95.05.2005 | 15.05.2025 25 Date Tor Onine Appications: May 25, 0% d | Code Posts Monthly Pay accused persons namely Mansur
(9,300 | ryme S & st 3311 Hodio TEam| oo wR | oo | 10w . Ansari S/O Murtaza Ansari Rlo
2025-26 iy P o o A A g | 6 | e | o g e, oot | % | orose | "™ | | Chauparia, Maharaj Ganj U.P. 273303,
T wmam 41.08 RO == Tt im0 e ' i, ; : g .
: ] bl o : . INDRAPRASTHA INSTITUTE o :
= R L LER. 5 1 L E ] 11F AL 1 -
iyl tiog i farﬁ-fem% S ilblingy (A State University established by Govt. of NCT Delhl) s st = Disability Empowerment) i 420, 120-B RPC of Police Station SCW
e T ' Gon.3 | UVUX Developer- (Mission Alfor | 01 SC As. 105000~ | [Jammu and under investigation with
s |Fufs |fe wwosmdo 7% # faofaomes s #| 150502 | 150500 [ 1s0s.200s NOTICE INVITING TENDERS | Disanility Empowerment) | Police Station SCW, Crime Branch Jammu. This agency
W05 | e wiEEE S HSE 33017 oo Trsaan 11:00 4 1330 74 1400 o : . ] ; i Epig
202526 i 2 P 1) g e B T T | ™ % e Indraprastha Institute of Information Technology (IIT-D), CII_{I'I.IE. Mew Delhi, a Con.4 | Al Accessibiiity Consultant - (Mission | 01 m Rs 105000~ | |requires the arrest of the above-mentioned accused
A i 41.95 Wﬂ@gﬁf_ﬂ i /i State University established by the Govt. of NCT of Delhi, invites tenders for the Al for Disability Empowerment) person for legal proceedings, but he is untraceable. Even
SRR Shl TROET0 TR SR S R R0 E ; . , _ .
b s gecanifasi gl o following work / service contracts forits Campus: Con.5 | Assistant Manager (Plastics) 01 SC Rs. 75,000/- | |though notice U/S 41 (a) Cr.P.C. has been tried to serve
T %0 11,800/~ T ST WA ¥ 4,21.000/ Tender No Description Con.6 | Young Professional (Artificial 02 | 01-UR Rs. 30000~ | |upon said accused to attend the office of SSP SCW
g |40 TUE Um0 we § faofacEe WMk 9| jeosz0s | aeos.z0es [ 1s0s.202 == " _ I 1- ; - : . Py .
4. If?.?&:_ Mo T o0 S % il veosaus | ieasaus | 1e0sa0as onss  [Tander el Brnarand sk erence Woie—ekrorootng Inte |1gE_-‘l‘|¢E] _ 01-0BC Jammu in connection with the investigation of the said
RIP0 [RSETL A THERE SRS e . | . : Con.7 | QC Assistant (Mechanical) 01 EWS Rs.30,000- | |case.
202526 {ftertar rpram o T fewre Frem e, T Lo w of Terrace of Old Academic Block at |l T-Delhi Campus. ' i
ﬁmm:;.mmfﬁﬂ R G 2360~ TE T Partton Eleciieal Fire Alarm & Con.8 | Accountant 01 OBC Ris. 35,000/ As such, anybody having knowledge/information
— 1212025 F!'mﬁe;.“ rin E“Er “"“rkg E ad ”':f"; |:|Emmf' le E"Tt 1| | cone [ Receptinist 02 UR Rs.30,000- | |about his whereabouts may please inform SSP
(o331 oo fren ke i e (| s | e | e Sk T Dol Canpa T MO ULSEMEREL) | ool S oot bt e period of ey veer [auist beeed or | | Crime Branch (SCW) Jammu on E-mall 1D :-
2025-24| 1) o v S et S i | 7w W | _ ' to click on the Link hitps-//erp.alimco.inisap/be/webdynpra| |PS-Scwj@jkpolice.gov.in or Ph. No. 01912571710. The
oy T.r:.f;a? m:,f;;rfm 2 13/2025  |Tender for Comprehensive Annual Maintenance of the low side | isaﬁgf_zglmu_?_@%m_tmﬁnthrr the ﬁlllngappllcﬂaﬂnéﬂ e 0105 2005 photograph of the accused person is attached herewith.
= i ‘e inetall IT-Delhi ) tart date of submission of applications in the Corporation is 01.05. al . - .
i - TR A 01 3 OG0T W A T o A R, 7 81 9 02 e T, (i e g HVRGeqipments Mstaled i I-OchiCampus 11.30 a.m. & Last date of submission of applications in the Corporation is | | 1@ identity of the informer shall be kept secret.

30.05.2025. For details login o our website www alimeo.in, You may keep in
touch with our website for further information is future. Kindly note that no
separate communication will be sent by the Corporation in this regards.

Ref: FTC/Contractual/April-2025

Manager (AD)

(Sanjay Parihar)-JKPS
Sr. Superintendent of Police,
SCW, Crime Branch Jammu.

Mo:- SCWJIKC/25/5498
Dated:- 28/04/2025

DHP B DIF-7 1420028002 2025
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Judge Rules He
Should Be Freed
To Challenge Bid

To Deport Him

™ olumbia University
( student Mohsen Mahda-

JwiwasreleasedfromUS
immigration custody on Wed-
nesday, after a judge ruled he
should be free on bail to chal-
lenge the Trump administra-
tion's efforts to deport him
over his participation in pro-
Palestinian protests.

Mahdawi, born and raised
in a refugee camp in the West
Bank, was arrested earlier this
month upon arriving for an in-
terview for his US citizenship
petition. A judge swiftly orde-
red President Trump’s admini-
stration not to deport him from
the US or take him out of the
stateof Vermont.

After two weeks in deten-
tion, Mahdawi walked out of
the federal courthouse in Bur-
lington, Vermont, after US dis-
trict judge Geoffrey Crawford
ordered his release at a court
hearing on Wednesday, accor-
ding to his lawyers,

Mahdawi's release marked
a setback for the Trump admi-
nistration’s efforts to deport
pro-Palestinian foreign univer-
sity students, though other stu-
dents remain in jail.

“l am saying it clear and lo-
ud to President Trump and his

New memo

pContinued fromP 1

eing ‘out of status’ can le-
B ad to serious consequen-
J ees. These include being
barred from re-entry for a cer-
tain period (3 or 10 vears) ba-
sed on the length of unlawful
presence, potential deporta-
tionanddifficulties with futu-
re visaapplications.
According to a copy of this
memo reviewed by TOL, it pro-
vides specific guidance to the
student and Exchange Visitor
Program (SEVP) managers to
terminate SEVIS records. The-
se can be terminated on vario-
us grounds such as failure to re-
port employment while under-
going OPT, on approval of a
change of status from F-1, failu-
re to comply with the terms of
the F-1 visa, withdrawal from
the eduecational institute and
‘revocation of a visa by the de-
partment of state (DOSY’,
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Mohsen Mahdawi, born and raised in a refugee camp in the West Bank,
was arrested earlier this month upon arriving for an interview for his
US citizenship petition over his participation in pro-Palestinian protests

lllegal hides in tree to evade ICE agents, held

CE agentsinSan Antonio arrested a man said to be an undocumen-

ted immigrant after a roughly 8-hour standoff that unfolded on
Tuesday in a backyard where he tried to evade arrest by climbing a
tree. The man, who immigration officials identified as Raul Ical, a
29-year-old from Guatemala, attracted a large crowd of residents
and journalists. When Ical surrendered, looking defeated, he was
quickly handcuffed by agents. Kristi Noem, the homeland security
secretary, said, "You can run, but you can't hide.” She added, “Whet-
her inatree or harboured inan activist judge’s house, if you are here
illegally, ICE will find you, arrest you and you will be deported.” ICE
said that deportation officers in San Antonio and state police tried to
serve lcal what the agency described as a “criminal warrant™ on
Tuesday before he left his vehicle and fled onfoot. Heraninto a
backyard and climbed a tree, where he remained for hours. nyr

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI | THURSDAY, MAY 1, 2025

‘ PETE DAVIDSON SAYS YOUNG PEOPLE ‘DON'T HAVE A SHOT’ AT FINDING
LOVE: "WHEN IT COMES TO DATING, IT SHOULD BE MORE PREHISTORIC’

n a sethack for Trump admin,
Palest|n student given bail

Prez says can bring
back man deported
to El Salvador by
mistake, but won't

l )resi{lent Trump, whose
administration has insis-
ted it could not bring Kil-

mar Armando Abrego Garcia

back from El Salvador to the

US, said he does have the abili-

tyv to help return the wrongly

deported Maryland man, but is
not willing to do so because he
believes he is a gang member:

“You could get him back, the-

re’s a phone on this desk,” said

Terry Moran, an ABC News co-

rrespondent, notinga an SC or-

der to “facilitate” the release of

Abrego Garcia. “l could,” Tru-

mp replied. Moran said Trump

could call President Bukele of

El Salvador and get Abrego

Garcia back immediately “And

if he were the gentleman that

you say he is, I would do that,”

Trump =said. “But he is not.”

Trumpadded that govt lawvers

donot want to help bring Abre-

go Garcia back tothe US. nyt

cabinet, lam not afraid of you,”
Mahdawisaid after heemerged
from the courthouse, dozens of
protesters waving Palestinian
flags chanting “no fear” and
“yeslove.” “Thisisalightof ho-
pe, hope and faith in the justice
system in America,” Mahdawi
said of Crawford's decision to
release him. Neither the de-

partment of homeland securi-
ty nor the justice department
immediately responded to re-
quests for comment.

Trump administration offi-
cials have said student visa hol-
ders are subject to deportation
overtheirsupport for Palestini-
ans and criticism of Israel’s
conduct in the war in Gaza, cal-

ling their actions a threat to US
foreign policy

Other protesters in similar
circumstances include Colum-
bia University student Mahmo-
ud Khalil and Tufts University
student Rumeysa Oziturk. Both
Khalil and Ozturk remain in
custody and have not been ch-
arged with any crimes. reuters
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BEYONCE LOSING HER PULLING POWER? TICKETS FORHER GIG IN

LONDON STILL AVAILABLE, EVEN AS PRICES HAVE DROPPED TQ £66

- Not consulted on Harvard’s

Defence secy cancels
women security law
signed by Trumpin’17 :

efence secretary Pete Hegse-

th boasted Tuesday he had
“proudly” cancelled a program-
me that seeks to encourage more
women to take part in national
security issues. Women, Peace
and Security Act was signed into
law in 2017 by none other than the
man who is Hegseth's boss tod-
ay, President Trump. The prog-
ramme looks to increase the role
of women in preventing and res-
olving conflicts all over the world.
Hegseth called the programme
“yet another woke divisive/social
justice/Biden initiative that
overburdens our commanders
and troops — distracting from
our core task: WAR-FIGHTING.”
Hegseth said that from here on
in, the Pentagon would work to
end the programme. wyr

Milwaukee judge
accused of helping
immigrant suspended
isconsin SC suspended a
judge accused of helping a
man evade immigration author-
ities, saying Tuesday itis inthe
public interest to relieve her of
her duties as she faces two fed-
eral charges. FBl took Milwaukee
county circuit judge Hannah Du-
gan into custody Friday at the co-
unty courthouse. She has been
charged with concealing an ind-
ividual to prevent arrest and im-
peding a proceeding. SC said it
was acting to protect public co-
nfidence in Wisconsin courts du-
ring proceedings against Dugan.
The order noted the court was
acting on its own initiative. ap

provides guidance on terminating SEVIS records

The memo states that: “A
terminated record in SEVIS
could indicate the
non-immigrant no longer ma-
intains For M status.” F visas
are granted for academic stu-
dies and M visa is for vocatio-
nal studies. However, it also
states that termination does
not necessarily result in ad-
Verse consequences — a posit-
ion that has been legally con-
tested and hasresulted in tem-
porary restraining orders be-
ing passed in favour of the
international students by se-
veral district courts. On SE-
VIS termination, ICE may
conduct further investigation
or initiate removal procee-
dings, the memo says.

The memo also states that
“DOS may at any time, at its
discretion, revoke an alien’s vi-
sa. DOS can consider derogato-
ry information provided by
ICE and other US law enforce-

Ukraine poised to sign
minerals deal with US

Kyiv: Ukraine said Wednes- £f

day it was poised to sign a mi- 2
nerals deal with the US immi-
nently after months of someti-
mes fraught negotiations, alt-
hough a source familiar with
the matter said a last-minute
snag had appeared.

Ukraine’s PM said first de-
puty PM Yulia Svyrvdenko
was flying to the US to sign the
deal, which iscentral to Kyiv's
efforts to mend ties with Do-
nald Trumpand the White Ho-
useas the US president triesto
secure a peace settlement in
Russia’s warin Ukraine.

Two sources said the signi-
ng could happen later on Wed-
nesday. But one source said
the US was pushing Ukraine
to sign two additional docum-
ents as well as the main mine-
rals deal and that Kyiv felt it
was not ready vet. “Who Kkn-
ows — mayvbe todav they will
take (those) two docs and fi-
nish them too,” the source sa-
id. A draft of the main mine-
rals agreement showed Ukrai-
ne had secured the removal of
any requirement for it to pay
back the US for past militar:.*

LAST-MINUTE SNAG? US is
reportedly pushing Ukraine to
sign two additional documents as
well as the main minerals deal
and Kyiv feels it is not ready for it

assistance, something Ukrai-
ne had staunchly opposed.

Ukrainian officials hope
that signing the deal promo-
ted by Trumpwill helpfirmup
softening American support
for Kyiv in the more than
three-year-old war. The draft
agreement gives the US prefe-
rential access to new Ukraini-
an natural resources deals but
does not automatically it a
share of Ukraine's mineral
wealth or any of its gas in-
frastructure. “Indeed, it is a
strategic agreement... it 1s a
truly equal, good internatio-
nal agreement on joint invest-
ments in the development and
recovery of Ukraine,” PM De-
nys Shm}rhal said . rReuTERS

ment agencies in its assess-
ment of whether visa revoca-
tion is appropriate for an alien.
When DOS revokes an alien’s
visa with immediate effect,
ICE should take steps to initia-
te removal proceedings.” It al-
soprovides that if DOS revokes
a non-immigrant visa with im-
mediate effect, SEVP must ter-
minate the SEVIS record, as
such revocation can serve as a
basis for removability:

In the backdrop of this me-
mo, Greg Siskind, founding
paritner of Siskind Susser, an
immigration law firm said,
“We are expecting a lot of peo-
ple who were reinstated, to on-
ce again have their SEVIS ter-
minated. In short, ICE says
they will terminate whenever
DOS revokes a visa. And DOS
will revoke a visa for phantom
reasons with no due process to
address why revocation hap-
pened. The Trump Admini-

Iran hanged man
for being Israeli
spy, say activists

Paris: Iran Wednesday execu-
ted a man convicted of espio-
nage for Israel and involve-
ment in the Killing of a Revol-
utionary Guard but activists
said he was sentenced todeath
after an unfair trial and a con-
fession obtained by torture.
Mohsen Langarneshin, re-
portedly aged 34, was hanged
atdawnat Ghezelhesarprison
in Karaj outside Tehran, seve-
ralrights groups said.

Hismother and father held
a vigil outside the jail during
the night, pleading for his life
to be spared, images on social
mediashowed.

The Mizan news agency of
the Iranian judiciary said he
had been put to death in the
morning, describing Langar-
neshin as a “high-ranking
spy” who supported Mossad
operations inside [ran.

The rate of executions is
again surging in Iran in a
trend that has caused interna-
tional concern with at least
335 people hanged so far this
year alone, according to the
Norway-based Iran Human
Rightsmﬂnitm‘. AFP

stration is counting on the ar-
gument that nothing DOS de-
cides isreviewable by a court.”

As was reported by TOI in
its April 26 edition, termina-
ted SEVIS records of interna-
tional students weresuddenly
showing ‘active status’. When
the SEVIS terminations com-
menced, many students —
mostly Indian — were advised
by their Designated School Of-
ficials toleave the US.

Several students stayed
back and filed lawsuits.

ICE officials in various co-
urt hearings cited that the
agency was restoring the SE-
VIS records and that it was de-
veloping a policy framework
for SEVIS record termina-
tions. “Until such a policy is
1ssued, the SEVIS records will
remain active/will be reacti-
vated. ICE will not modify the
SEVISrecordssolely based on
the National Crime Informa-

tion Center (NCIC) finding
that resulted in the recent SE-
VIS terminations...,” it sta-
ted. NCIC isacentral database
for crime-related information
maintained by the Criminal
Justice Information Services
Division of the FBI, which
provides access to various US
law enforcement agencies.

However, the ICE memo
that has now been issued, has
added another twist.

Key questions now facing
international students inclu-
de: Will the SEVIS reactiva-
tions be considered retroacti-
ve? Does the period between
termination and reinstate-
ment constitute unlawful pre-
sence? Are students still at
risk of detention or deporta-
tion? According to immigra-
tion attorneys, class action
suits and individual lawsuits
that will be filed in the days to
come, will seek answers.

Temp in Britain could
set records thls Week

burst of summerlike we-

Brltﬂns have basked in a §~
ather this week as tempe-
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ratures have surged beyond [}

the seasonal average — and
they may soon break records.
Forecasters say Thursday
may be Britain's warmest
Mayv 1, with highs expected to
reach 84.2°F (29°C).

The heat has been driven
by two key factors: a largearea
of high pressure that has sett-
led over Britain, causing de-
scending air that warms as it
sinks, and continuous sunshi-
ne, fuelling daytime heating.

Aidan Me(Givern, a meteo-
rologist at the Met Office, ex-
plained that this has been a fa-
miliar pattern over thelast few
months. “The sun this time of
the year is as strong as it is in
Aug” he said, “We're not im-
porting this air from anvwhe-
re else — this is homegrown
warmth.” London recorded
Britain’s highest temperature
of the yvear on Monday; only for
that to be beaten on Tuesdawv

The mercury isexpected to
rise further on Wednesday and
Thursda}f D‘l»'ernight tempera-

Thursday could be Britain's
warmest May 1 on record, with a
forecast high of 84.2°F (29°C)

tures have been above average
too, with parts of Scotland ex-
periencing their warmest
April night on record.

The peak of the heat is ex-
pected on Thursday. Tempera-
tures in southern England co-
uld reach 29°C, which would
be a record for May 1. The cur-
rent record was set in 1990 in
Lossiemouth, Scotland, which
hit 27.4°C. If temperatures ri-
se a bit higher it could also be-
come the earliest date in the
yvear that Britain has hit 30°C,

based on Met Office data going

back to 1860, Tvpical highs for

Britain in late April are arou- :

nd 54°F (127) in northern areas
and61°F {lﬁ""j!in the south. wyr

‘Pak

- conference’ by SAI Mittal family

Chidanand Rajghatta | rnn

Washington: Under attack
from Indian activists for pur-
portedly bankrolling a “Pakis-
tan conference” at Harvard
University in the aftermath of
the Pahalgam terrorist attack,
the Mittal family, whose $25
million donation funds the So-
uth Asia Institute (SAI) that
platformed the event, clarified
on Wednesday that the event
was scheduled “without con-
sulting its benefactors”.

A spokesperson for the fa-
mily drew attention to a state-
ment from SAI that it “did not
consult any benefactor of the
institute about this conferen-
ce’” and Pakistani students at
Harvard, along with their fa-
culty advisor, “independently
determined the topics and spe-
akerspresenting”. “The instit-
ute also supports the annual
student-run India Conference
at Harvard, which this year
was held on Feb 15-16. In the ca-
se of the India Conference al-
50, we do not consult any bene-
factors; the student organis-
ers, along with their advisors,
independently determine the
topics and speakers,” thestate-
ment said, “Please know that
we share the grief and angui-
sh with our friends, colleagu-
es, and loved ones in India who
have been affected by the att-
ack in Pahalgam on April 22,
2025, and we offer our heartfelt
condolences,” it added. Both
the institute and its benefact-
or;, Indian steel magnate Lax-
mi Mittal, whose family foun-
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Both the Harvard mstltute and its
benefactor, Indian steel magnate
Laxmi Mittal, are under fire for
being tone deaf’ in hosting such a
conference against the backdrop
of the Pahalgam terror attack

dation’s 825-million gift esta-
blished SAI in 2017, are being
pilloried on social media and
by Indian students for being
“tone deaf” in hosting such a
conference against the back-
dropof the Pahalgam attack.

While the institute says its
mission is to foster academic
dialogueacross south Asia, in-
cluding Pakistan, through in-
terdisciplinary research on to-
picslike economics and gover-
nance, Indian supporters say
it was a particularly insensiti-
ve time to host such a confe-
rence and platform Pakistani
delegates. Pakistan's finance
minister Mohammed Aurang-
azeb and the country’s ambas-
sador to the US were among
the speakers at the conference.

“At a time when the Indian
govt is leaving no stone untur-
ned to pressurise Pakistan
govt to relinquish its support
for terror, Lakshmi Mittal's
sponsorship of the ‘Pakistan
Conference at Harvard 2025 is
not only tone-deaf, but it re-

flects a deep sense of betrayal
by the Indian steel magnate to-
wards innocent Indian tou-
rists who lost their lives in Pa-
halgam at the hands of Pakis-
tan-lrained terrorists,” a com-
ment read. Pakistani delega-
tes, however, contested the
claim the Mittal family spon-
sored the event, saying it was
funded by National Foods, a
Pakistani food products com-
pany, whose CEO Abrar Has-
san also spoke at the event.

Along with National Fo-
ods, the conference website
lists “The Lakshmi Mittal and
Family South Asia Institute”
as one of the “partners” to the
conference. As part of its in-
terdisciplinary, cross-country
dialogue, the institute 1s cur-
rently hosting Naiza Khan, an
acclaimed wvisual artist from
Pakistan, as its second Dis-
finguished Artist Fellow.

“It will bean extraordinary
honour to have such an ac-
complished artist with us at
the Mittal Institute. It will pro-
vide a wonderful opportunity
for students and faculty alike
to Interact and engage with
one of the most celebrated ar-
tists working in South Asia to-
day"” Hitesh Hathi, executive
directorof the Mittal Institute,
gaid in an announcement abo-
ut the fellowship that began
this month. Some activists are
now pressing for an end to
such “freebies” for Pakistan
while excluding other countri-
es like Sri Lanka and Nepal,
and for the centre to be rena-
med after India.

- Bangladesh HC grants bail to
~ Hindu monk; govt seeks stay

Indian-origin
trio found dead
in US city

New York: Three Indian-

: origin people were found de-

ad afterashootingatahome
in Washington, according to
local reports. The incident
took place on April 24 in
Newcastle city.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Harshavardhana Kik-
keri, 44, Shwetha Panvam, 41,
and Dhruva Kikkeri, 14, The
Seattle Times newspaper re-
ported on Tuesday While the
deaths of Shwetha and Dhru-
va were ruled as homicide by
police, Harshavardhana died
by suicide, the report quoted
the King County medical ex-
aminer’s office as saving, Ne-
ighbours said a young family
lived in the home where the
shooting took place. The
KING 5 television station sa-
id its crew saw a child being
escorted from the home and
comforted by investigators.

Unconfirmed reports sa-
id Harshavardhana and Sh-
wetha, owned an India-based
Al tech company Holoworld.
King County sheriff’s spoke-
sperson Brandyn Hull said
she could not comment on
whether the case was belie-
ved tobeamurder-suicide, pr

UK military joins US
in targeting Houthis
Dubai: The British military
launched air strikes with the
UStargeting Yemen's Houthi
rebels, officials said early
Wednesday, their first attack
in Washington’s new intense
campaign targeting the Iran-
backed group.

The UK offered a detailed
explanation for launching
the strike, in a departure fr-
om the US, which has offered
few details about what it savs
are over 1,000 targets it has
hit since beginning its cam-
paign on March 15. The UK
defence ministry described
the site attacked as “a cluster
of buildings, used by Houthis
tomanufacture drones of the
type used to attack ships in
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, lo-
cated some 15 miles (25 km)
southof Sanaa.” ap

Young people are not as happy as they used to be f nds recent surveys

Christina Caron

lapsing. For decades, res-
earch showed the way pe-
ople experienced happiness ac-
rosstheirlifetimes lookedlikea
U-shaped curve. Happiness ten-
ded to be high when they were
young, then dipped in midlife,
only to rise again as they grew
old. But recent surveys suggest
yvoung adults aren’t as happy as
they used to be, and that U-sha-
ped curve is starting to flatten.
This pattern has shown up
vet again in a new study;, one of
a collection of papers publis-

v 1"111& happiness curve is col-

hed on Wednesday in the jour-
nal Nature Mental Health.
They are the first publications
based on the inaugural wave of
data from Global Flourishing
Study, a collaboration Harvard
and Bayvlor University,

The data. collected by Gall-
up primarily in 2023, was deriv-
ed from self-reported surveys
of over 2,00,000 people in over 20
countries. It found that, on ave-
rage, young adults between ag-
es 18 and 29 were struggling —
not only with happiness, but al-
so with physical and mental he-
alth, finding meaning in life,
the quality of relationships and

SabEL] Ay100

rectorr of Harvard's Human
Flourishing Programme, It rai-
ges an important question, he
said: “Are we sufficiently inves-
ting in well-being of yvouth?”

A 2023 Harvard report fo-

Young adults were struggling not only with happiness, but also with physical
and mental health, finding meaning in life, and the quality of relationships

financial security, Participants
had relatively low measures of
flourishing on average until

age b0, “Itis a pretty stark pictu-
re,” said Tyler J VanderWeele,
lead author of the study and di-

und yvoung adults in the US re-
ported double the rates of anxi-
ety and depression as teens. On
top of that, perfectionism has
skyvrocketed among college stu-
dents, who often report feeling
pressure to meet unrealistic ex-
pectations. Participation in
community organisations has
declined, and loneliness is now
becoming as prevalent among
voung adults as it is among ol-

der adults. “Study after stud}f
shows social connection is cri-

tical for happiness, and young
people are spending less time
with friends than they were a
decade ago,” said a professor at
Yale. “Plus, likefolksof allages,
young people are facing a world
with a whole host of global issu-
es— from climate to the econo-
my to political polarisation.”
There are several theories asto
why voung people are in troub-
le, said a professor at Dartmo-
uth College, but he suspects the
problem is largely tied to what
they aren’t doing because they-
‘re busy looKing at screens. nyr

Ahsan Tasnim| tnn

Dhaka: Hours after a bench
of the Bangladesh high court
ordered the release of Hindu
monk Chinmoy Krishna
Das on bail on Wed-
nesday —five months
after his arrest on
charges of defaming
the country’s natio-
nal flag —the interim

tice Md Ali Reza, upheld its
earlier ruling and asked the
authorities why Chinmoy
should not be granted bail,
according to a court official.
On Oet 31, a case was filed at
the Kotwali police sta-
tion in Chittagong, ac-
cusing Chinmoy and
18 others of disrespec-
ting the Bangladesh
national flag. The se-

govt filed a petition
seelking a stay on the reprie-
ve granted to the monk. The
plea is scheduled to be heard
on Sunday.

Earlier in the day, the HC
had issued its verdict follo-
wing the final hearing on
Chinmov’'s bail application
ina sedition case filed on Oct
31, 2024. The two-judge
bench, comprising justice
Md Atowar Rahman and jus-

dition casewaslodged
by Firoz Khan, former BNP
general secretary of Chitta-
gong's Mohoraward.
Chinmoy was arrested at
Dhaka’s Hazrat Shahjalal In-
ternational Airport on Nov
25. The following day, the local
court in Chittagong sent him
to jail after rejecting his bail
plea. His subsequent bail peti-
tion was denied by the same
courton Dec11.
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"MLI.E‘lIr ﬂF RED: Britain's iconic Tﬂw uf London is decnrated wrth
30,000 red ceramic poppies to mark 80 years since the end of WWIL. The
tribute, called ‘The Tower Remembers’ will be unveiled to the public on
May & which is celebrated as Victory in Europe Day

Trump jokes that
he'd like to be
the next pope

S President Donald Trump

Tuesday joked he would
like to succeed Pope Francis,
who died last week at the age
of 88. Trump, asked about wh-
om he'd like to see become the
next Catholic pontiff, said: “I'd
like to be pope. That would be
my No 1 choice.” Trump noted
he actually had no preference,
adding, “I must say, we have a
cardinal that happens to be out
of a place called NY who's very
good, so we'll see what happ-
ens.” Cardinal Timothy Dolan,
archbishop of New York, is not
on the short list of possible co-
ntenders, but it does include
cardinal Joseph Tobin, ar-
chbishop of Newark. About 135
Catholic cardinals will soon be
entering a secret conclave to
choose the next pope, with no
clear frontrunner in sight.

Tunics & turbans: Af pupils wear
Taliban-imposed uniforms
Since the start of the school
year in March, Afghan boys
have been required to wear
new uniforms of turbans and
long tunics, following an order

to adopt outfits reflecting Tali-
ban rule. The education mini-
stry cites strengthening discip-
line, masking social inequaliti-
es and promoting what the au-
thorities see as true Islamic at-
tire as reasons for the dress
code change — a move that
has sparked division. Girls are
already from a young age requ-
ired to wear uniforms, but can
no longer study past primary
school in non-religious institut-
ions. The rule is still implemen-
ted unevenly. Also, for some
families paying the average
1,000 Afghanis ($14) per unifo-
rm is a burden in a country wh-
ere 85% of the population lives
on less than a dollar a day.

Runaway kangaroo shuts
down US highway: A runaway
kangaroo named Sheila shut
down a stretch of interstate in
Alabama on Tuesday before
state troopers and the animal's
owner wrangled the wayward
marsupial. The sight snarled
traffic, and troopers shut down
both sides of the interstate.
“When somebody said there
was a kangaroo of course |
didn't believe it, and nobody
believed it. But I'm looking at
him,” Macon county sheriff
Andre Brunson said in a Face-
book live video.




At 38.3 lalch crore, cost of new
projects announced in FY25 was
second highest since FY96. Majority

(69%) of the projects have been
announced by private sector (domestic
& foreign), while remaining (31%) will
be implemented by the public sector

Cost of

projects

annnum:ed Govt Centre
ﬁlakh cr)
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State Private

25.2

3.7

MES BUSINESS

Domestic
22.6

Source: CMIE
Capex, Bank of
Baroda Research

Total
36.3

Foreign

2.6

(*As per sample that covers 95%
of 738.3 lakh cr worth projects)

Credit growth to
farm sector slows
{0 10.4%: RBI data

Mumbai: The bank credit
growth to the agriculture sector
slowed to 10.4% year-on-year
for fortnight ended March 21,
against 20% in corresponding
fortnight of previous year, while
advances to industry remained
flat at 8%, as per RBI data. RBI
has released the data on
sectoral deployment of bank
credit collected from 41 select
commercial banks, accounting
for about 95% of the total
non-food credit deployed by all
banks taken together. Credit
growth to infrastructure
decelerated. Credit to personal
loan segment showed growth of
14% compared to 17.6% a year
ago. Non-food bank credit grew
by 12% against 16.3%. acencies

POWER IS MOST
ENJOYED OVER
THOSE WHO THINK
THEY HAVE POWER

SUNIL AGALWAL-. IN

PE-VC funds record
27% rise in Jan-April

rivate Equity—Venture

Capital (PE-VC) investments
recorded a 27% growth
year-on-year during Jan-April
this year at $11.8 billion against
$9.3 billion in the same
four-month period last year. In
April, the investments stood at
$2.7 billion, data released by
research firm Venture
Intelligence on Wed said. tun

Study: Large

services cos

lead In asset
ownership

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Larger enterprises
with an output of Rs 500 crore
and above dominate in terms of
assetownership(62.8% ), netfix-
ed capital formation (62.7%),
oross value added (69.5%), and
total compensation (63.2%), a
pilot study of the annual survey
of services sector enterprises
showed on Wednesday.

The data also showed that

enterprises with an output be-

low Rs 500 crore accounted for

over 63% of total employment
and 36.8% of total compensa-
tion. The majority of corporate
entities in the pilot study are
private limited companies
(82.4%) during FY2022-23, follo-
wed by public limited compani-
es and limited liability part-
nerships(each with anearly 8%
share). The same trend is visib-
le for all broad activity categori-
es (BAC) such as construction,
trade, and other services.

The results of the study also
showed that overall, 28.5% of
enterprises reported having ad-
ditional places of business wit-
hin the state. This percentage
was observed to be the highest
in trade sector, with 41.8% of en-
terprises belonging to this sec-
tor reporting additional places
of business in the state,

Record high gold prices hit
buyers but ETFs find favour

Jewellery Demand Subdued On Akshaya Tritiya Despite Offers
SURGING GOLD ETFS FUEL JAN-MARCH DEMAND

Swati Bharadwaj
& Asmita Dey | Tnn

Hyderabad/Mumbai: The
current high prices of gold
led to lukewarm demand for
the vellow metal on Akshava
Tritiva, despite jewellers of-
fering various schemes like
slashing making charges for
jewellery and offering gold je-
wellery as prizes for lucky bu-
yvers. The demand for gold ex-
change-traded funds (ETFs),
however, jumped on both the
exchanges on Wednesday:

Earlier in April, the price
of the precious metal rose
above the Rs 1 lakh/10gm le-
vel, an all-time record. On
Wednesday, the price in retail
markets around the country
hovered between Rs 94,000
and Rs 95,000,

AcrossIndia, jewellers de-
signed schemes and offers for
consumers to soften the blow
of steep gold prices and enco-
urage more customers to
shop. For example, Malabar
Group offered up to 25% off
on making charges of gold je-
wellery and studded jewelle-

cold Jan-Mar 2024 Jan-Mar 2025 % Growth
Demand | Tonnes :::me; E'f..'ﬁ Toanes t.ﬂfe} E'..s..'ﬁ o ;ar::je ::ﬂﬁ
Jewellery | 955 | 52750 | 64 | 714 [s56880 | 66 | -25% | 8% | 3%
Inv(ETF) | 436 | 24070 | 29 | 467 [37050 | 43 | 7% | 54% | 48%
Total | 1391 [ 76820 | 93 | 1181 [ 94,030 | 109 | -15% | 22% | 17%
Source: World Gold Council

rv. The company also had an
advanced booking facility in
place, which allowed custo-
mers rate protection by enab-
ling them to book jewellery
with a minimum down pay-
ment of 10% of the total value
and pay the rest based on the
booked rate or the prevailing
market rate—whichever was
lower, said chairman MP
Ahammed.

some of the purchases
were driven by investment-
based needs and the growing
desire to hedge against furt-
her pricerises, he said.

According to Darshan
Gupta, partner at Mangatrai
Jewellers in Hyderabad, the

mood among gold buvers was
‘Tukewarm’. Gupta, who has
been trving to woo customers
with offers like ‘no making
charges’, said despite all the-
ir efforts, the sentiment to
buy was lacking. “Businessis
expected to be at least 30% lo-
wer than last year’s Akshava
Tritiva,” he said.

Although business in
terms of volume was lower
than last year, in terms of va-
lue it was almost similar, ac-
cording todata from the India
Bullion & Jewellers Associa-
tion. Approximately 20 ton-
nes of gold worth Rs 18,000
crore was sold across the co-
untry during the day In the

10C pauses oil sourcmg
talks with Russia’s Rosneft -

Sanjay.Dutta
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India’s largest
oil refiner-fuel retailer Indi-
an0il has hit the pause but-
ton on talks for a term deal
for sourcing oil from Russi-
a's Rosneft amid New Del-
hi's efforts to ramp up ener-
gy importsfrom the USwith
the aim of reducing its tra-
de surplus.

Company chairman A S
Sahney said the move was
prompted by market dyna-
mics and not any govt pres-
sure. “As of now we are not
in active negotiations (with
Rosneft) but we are open to
it. There is no mandate (to
buy from the US). We buy
crude based onourneed and
price competitiveness,” he
said on wgdnmday after re-
porting a 50% jump in the
March quarter profit at Rs

7.264.8 crore against Rs
4.837.6 crore in the previous
corresponding period.

In another development,
Indian(il signed a five-vear
gas contract valued at about
$1.4 billion with global ener-
gy trader Traficurafor LNG
at prices benchmarked to
Henry Hub (US rates), rai-

‘NO PRESSURE

FROM GOVT’

sing the possibility of ship-
ments from America.
Sahney said anv crude
hastofit into the company’s
rigorous optimisation mo-
del which looks at produ-
cing the fuel that market
wants from the most econo-
mically available source.
*“This is not a good time for
term deals...”, he added, al-
luding to the ever-changing
geo-political situation in-

volving Russia and abun-
dance of cheaper barrels
fromelsewhere.

The share of Russian oil
in the bouquet of crudes pro-
cessed by Indian(Qil stood at
224% in 2024-25 against 31% in
223-24. The decline, Sahney
said, had started much before
the fresh sanctions imposed
on Russian oil and shipping
sectors by the Trump admini-
stration. Indian0il continues
tobuy Russiancrude through
tenders, something he said,
will continue if prices suit
the company.

Sahney declined to say
whether the gas contract
with Trafigura had any con-
dition of supplies from the
trader’s US portfolio. The
coniract envisages sour-
cing of 2.5million tonnes of
LNG divided in 27 ship-
ments, beginning second
half of the currentfiscal.

IndusInd forms team to
run show after CEQO exit

TinmEs NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Indusind has ap-
pointed a committee com-
prising two senior execu-
tives, Anil Raoand Soumitra
Sen, following approval by
the RBI to set up a panel to
run the bank until a full-time
CEQ is identified. The move
comes after Sumant Kathpal-
iastepped downfromtherole
at the end of business hours
on Tuesday,

After Kathpalia stepped
down, the board meeting,
which started on April 29,
went on until 12.15am on
April 30. The board decided
to implement the arrange-
ment, which the RBI formal-
Iy approved the same day A
letter from the RBI con-
firmed its nod to the propos-
al. The bank informed the

Battling Turbulence
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stock exchanges of the devel-
opment inafilingon April 30,
following an initial commu-
nication on April 29. Shares
of Indusind Bank opened
weak and were down 2.5% on
Wednesday following Kath-
palia’s resignation.

Rao, the chief adminis-

trative officer, and Sen, head
of consumer banking, began
their roles effective April 30.
They will temporarily man-
age the bank’s daily work in
placeof a CE(Q. Thisarrange-
ment will continue until a
new chief is appointed or for
three months from the date
Kathpalia left, whichever is
earlier: The two executives
will be monitored by a group
from the board.

This group will be led by
the board’s chairman and in-
clude three other board
members who handle the
bank’s finances, hiring, and
risk matters. According to
the bank, it is focused on
keeping things running
smoothly and following
rules. Sen, who joined the
bank in 2008, has 33 years of
work experience.

Mumbai market alone, about
2.5 tonnes of gold worth abo-
ut Rs 2,350 crore is estimated
to have been sold.

Rising gold prices also
pushed consumers to opt for
more pocket-friendly op-
tions. PC Chandra Jewellers,
for instance, saw more custo-
mers quening up for lightwe-
ight gold jewellery and silver.
sSome diamond pieces, too, fo-
und favour with customers.

The demand for ETFs sho-
wed good traction on the bo-
urses. On the NSE, ETFs
worth about Rs 340 crore we-
re traded, while on the BSE
the corresponding number
was nearly Rs 30 crore,

Optiemus,

Dixon sign
deals with
Taiwan cos

Pankaj.Doval@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: With US tariffs loo-
ming large over global manu-
facturing hubs, some multina-
tional electronics component
suppliers started coming to In-
dia for partnerships and joint
ventures. Leading electronics
contract manufacturers Dixon

Technologies and Optiemus ha-

ve struck partnerships with se-
parate Taiwanese suppliers,
growing their footprint in
terms of product portfolio & po-
tential client base. The develop-
ment aligns with govt's focuson
the Make in India programme.

Sunil Vachani-led Dixon,
the top homegrown electronics
maker, signed a joint venture
with Taiwanese Inventec for
manufacturing notebook PC
products, servers, and desktop
PC products, including compo-
nents, Dixon, which also makes
computers for HP under the IT
hardware PLI scheme, will hold
60% equity in the new joint ven-
ture, while Inventec will have
therest.

“The joint venture marks a
significant milestone for Dixon
as we expand our portfolio into
high-growth segments of note-
booles and servers. With Dixon's
operational efficiency and local
expertise and Inventec’s tech-
nological prowess in the IT
hardware segment, we will pro-
duce high-quality products,
while driving technological in-
novation,” Atul B Lall, vice cha-
irmanof Dixon, said.

Inventec president Jack
Tsai said Dixon brings in matu-
re production systems, a high
degree of automation and
strong alignment with loeal
zovt policies.

Optiemus Electronics also
announced a partnership with
Taiwan-based ASRock tomanu-
facture mother boards in India.
“This partnership aligns with
our vision of enabling cutting-
edge manufacturing capabiliti-
es in India,” Optiemus group
chairman Ashok Gupta said.

Costa Coffee sees rising sips grow its India biz

Asmita.Dey@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: For British coffee
chain Costa Coffee, there'sno
going slow on India expan-
sion despite an uncertain glo-
bal macro environment,
which hasnudged many busi-
nesses to review their growth
strategies. In India, where
many people still love waking
up to a hot cup of tea and de-
bates over chai versus coffee
continue to rage, parts of the
population are moving from
tea to coffee.

Millennials with higher
disposable incomes and Gen
Z are driving the market op-
portunity in India, where the
coffee space i3 growing at
10%-12%, double the rate of
global markets, said Philippe
Schaillee, CEO at Costa Cof-
fee, which was acquired by
The Coca-Cola Company in

SERVING IT HOT

> Coffee space in India
growing at 10%-12%, double
the rate of global
markets

> Country among
Costa Coffee’s top
10 markets globally

2019 in a $4.9 billion deal. In-
dia, which is among the com-
pany’s top 10 markets global-
1y, has the potential toget into
the top five markets in five ve-
ars, Schaillee, who isonatrip
to the country, said.
“Moreand moreof the(In-
dian) population is starting
to increase the incidence of
all the beverages they drink,
starting to shift from tea to
coffee and increasingly to
premium, specialty coffee,

> CEO Philippe Schaillee says
India has potential to get into
CC's top 5 markets in 5 years
> CC has low exposure in
US so tariffs unlikely to
have any material impact
on business

which i1s partially driven by
the fact that thev see coffee as
a product that delivers healt-
hyenergy. We havethe benefit
of being in a category that is
just growing rapidly within
an overall economic environ-
ment that is slowing down,”
Schaillee said in a media ro-
und table on Wednesdawv

The local food and bevera-
ges segment saw some slow-
down in the second half of
last year, but consumption

picked up in the March quar-
ter. “We aredefinitely not mo-
derating our growth rate in
India,” Schaillee said, adding
that the company will conti-
nue to open 40-50 new outlets
every year as targeted. Costa
Coffee, which operates in the
specialty coffee space in In-
dia through its franchisee
partner Devyani Internatio-
nal, competes with a mix of
global giants like Starbucks,
Tim Hortons, and new-age
players like Blue Tokai Cof-
fee Roasters and Third Wave
Coffee in the market alongsi-
de traditional chains such as
Cafe Coffee Day

Given the company’s low
exposure to the US, the tariffs
areunlikely to have any mate-
rial impact on its business;
the steep increase in coffee
prices has been a bigger hea-
dache for players in the space.

“Across the globe, we have
passed through green coffee
inflation, either directly to
consumers or through to our
partners and allowed them to
decide how they passontothe
consumers,” Schaillee said.

In India, where the firm
sources most of its products
locally, the strategy will be
not to lower the price points,
which Schaillee said ham-
pers the experience of quali-
ty coffee, but to diversify its
range of offerings to include
more accessible options. It
will also sell more combo
packages (with food) that al-
low brands the scope to offer
discounts to consumers.

Costa Coffee has histori-
cally had more millennials as
its customers, given their hig-
her purchasing power com-
pared to Gen Z, and the same
15 true for India.

Ather IPO
subscribed
1.4 times

Bengaluru: Electric scoo-
ter maker Ather Energy
closed its Rs 2,981-crore ini-
tial public offering (IPO)
with a total subscription of
1.4 times on Wednesday
This capped athree-day bid-
ding window that saw
strong interest from retail
and institutional investors.
The issue marked the
first listing of the 2025-26
and the first major tech-led
consumer PO since 2023-
24, testing investor senti-
ment, amid global geopoli-
tical and market volatility.
Retail investors led the
response, subscribing to
theirportion 1.8 times, follo-
wed by gualified institutio-
nal buvers at 1.7 times. The
employee quota was over-
subscribed 5.4 times. Tun
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TIMELESS TREASURES
OF SBI

Training at SBI has always been digitally
forward. However, the pandemic
opened up a slew of new possibilities,
and the Bank became the first
non-academic organisation in India and
the second financial institution in the
world, after the
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Exporters set to get
collateral-free loans

Govt’s Promotion Mission To Bring Interest
Equalisation Scheme, Back New Fin Tools

Sidhartha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The commerce
department on Wednesday
unveiled the elements of the
Export Promotion Mission
focused on providing low-
cost and collateral-free loans,
backing new instruments,
supporting opportunities in
new markets and boostingex-
port credit to e-commerce,
amid concerns that the ove-
rall allocation of Rs 2,250 cro-
re was spread too thinly.

Top of the agenda is Niry-
at Rin Vikas or NIRVIK, an in-
terest equalisation scheme
targeted at MSMEs and new
exporters. The plan is to reset
interest rates annually by
benchmarking them to rates
in other countries that Indian
exports are competing with.
The decision flows from the
realisation within govt that
interest rates in India are twi-
ce, if not thrice, the level in co-
untries such as China, South
Korea, Singapore, Malaysia,
and Thailand.

The scheme will come
with a specified cap with a ne-
gative 11st of sectors linked to
parameters, such aslow value
addition, raw material or pri-
mary products, and items
where there is a high probabi-
lity of misuse, sources told
TOIL Exporters will get the be-
netit upfront with banks get-
ting reimbursed,

Govt is also seeking to
end the hardship faced by ex-
porters —especially MSMEs
and e-commerce — due to
banks demanding collate-
rals. The plan is to provide
over 80% of the collateral re-

ters. The overall benefit will
come with a ceiling, sources
indicated.

Similarly, to support
emerging opportunities, the
govt intends to share up to
0% of the risk of MSMEs,

WHAT'S ON THE MENU

> NIRVIK: Interest subsidy
with annual reset in rates

» Collateral support to meet
up to 80% requirement

> Trade instruments for
MSMESs to provide post-
shipment tools such as
factoring, vendor &
deep-tier finance

» E-commerce credit card
scheme, including direct
finance, likely

> ‘TRACE' to help MSMEs
tackle non-tariff measures

> Support for emerging

opportunities may cover up
to 90% risk of forays into
new markets

» Assistance to MSMEs
for branding, participation
in fairs
» Aid for export logistics,

overseas warehousing
planned

quirement based on track re-
cord through an online eva-
luation and monitoring me-
chanism. Exporters will be
given a unigue I with fund
disbursals on a monthly or
guarterly basis under the
scheme where a credit gua-
rantee fund will be roped in.

The commerce depart-
ment has also lined up
plans to provide easier ac-
cess to working capital thro-
ugh trade finance instru-
ments, with post-shipment
tools, such as factoring, re-
verse factoring, and vendor
financing for small expor-

which are looking to venture
into “new, high-risk mar-
kets"”, with at least 1000 ex-
porters to be backed in the
first year The Centre in-
tends to use the Trade Assi-
stance Fund to invest in liqu-
id assets allowed under EX-
IM Bank’s investment policy,
sources said.

A Focused Market Access
Initiative is also planned to
help exporters tap new op-
portunities. Govt will sup-
port their participation in
fairs and meet up to 90% of
the cost. This will be in addi-
tion to a boost for branding.

US eco contracts for Ist
time in 3 yrs Wall St falls

all Street’s main in-
\\ dexes dropped on

" ¥ Wednesday after da-
ta showed the US economy
contracted for the first time
in three vears in the first qu-
arter, deepening concerns
around the impact of US ta-
riffsand the global trade war,
Thecommercedepartment’s
advance gross domestic pro-
duct (GDP) report took cent-
restageonadata-packed day,
showing a 0.3% contraction
for the first quarter, compa-
red with expectations for
0.3% growth.

Private payrolls growth al-
s0 slowed more than expected
in April, while personal con-
sumption expenditure index
— the Federal Reserve's pre-
ferred inflation gauge — was
broadly in line with expecta-
tions. US consumer spending
orew 1.8% after a robust 4%

jump in the fourth quarter.

Wednesday's reports join

-

In trade on Wednesday, Dow
Jones fell 97 points to 40,431,

S&P 500 lost 31 points and Nasdaq
slipped 134 points to 17,327

a series of data releases over
the month that have pointed
to an increasingly uncertain
outlook for the US economy,
as the fallout from the Trump
administration’s steep tariffs
and erratic trade policy takes
effect. Traders are now pri-
cing in a full percentage point
interest rate cut from the Fed
by the end of the vear:

“The Fed has been very
data dependent and they're
ooing to want to see some
of this hard data like GDP

and some of the labour mar-

ket data really show signs of
weakness,” said Charlie Ri-
pley, senior investment stra-
tegist at Allianz Investment
Management.

“We are starting to see a
little bit of that, which is
really why wvou're seeing
the market reacting the way
it istoday.”

In initial trade, the Dow
Jones Industrial Average fell
97 points to 40,431, the S&P
500 lost 31 points to 5,529 and
the Nasdaq Composite lost
134 points to 17,327.

Meanwhile, "Magnifi-
cent Seven" members Meta
Platforms and Microsoft fell
2.6% and 0.9% ahead of their
results, due after markets
close, that investors are wat-
ching closely for clarity on
the outlook for the tech sec-
tor and Alfocused invest-
ments. REUTERS

['TCG of R1.25L from equities?
Return filing gets simpler

New Delhi: Govt has notifi-
ed the income tax return
forms 1 and 4 for assessment
vear 2025-26, and made it ea-
sier for individuals with
long term capital gains of up
to Rs 1.25 lakh from listed
equities to file returns.

(rovt hasalsomadecertain
changes inthe formregarding
deductions claimed under
80C, 80GG and other sections
and has provided a drop down

Govt notified
ITRforms1&4
for AY 2025-26

menu in the utility for tax fi-
lers to select from. Also, asses-
sees will have to furnish in the
ITR section-wise details with
regard to TDS deductions.
Once utility for filing ITR
is made available by the I-T de-
partment, people can start fi-
ling ITR for income earned in

2024-25. Last date for filing ITR
for individuals and those who
do not have to get their acco-
unts audited is July 31.
Usually, ITR forms are no-
tified before end of the fiscal,
mostly around Feb/March.
This time, I'TR forms and fi-
ling utility got delayed as re-
venue department officials
were pre-occupied with new
Income Tax Bill, which was
introduced in Feb. acencies
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Cricket retained
for 2026 Asian
Games in Japan

New Delhi: The Olympic
Council of Asia confirmed
that cricket will be a part of
the 2026 Asian Games to be
held in Japan from Sept 19
to Oct 4. Matches will be
played in T20 format and
hosted in Aichi prefecture,
although the exact venues
are yet to be finalised.

‘Djokovic’s Rome
pullout worrying sign”:
Novak Djokovic's withdraw-
al from next week’s Italian
Open should be a *huge
worry” for the 24-time
Grand Slam champion's
fans as he heads to French
Open without winning a
match on clay this season,
former Roland Garros
winner Jim Courier said.

England eye Southee as
pace consultant:
England are considering
former New Zealand pacer
Tim Southee as their fast-
bowling consultant ahead
of a home summer season
that includes a five-Test
series against India.

Bangladesh to tour Pak
for T20Is in May: The
Pakistan Cricket Board on
Wednesday confirmed that
Bangladesh will travel to
the country next month for
a five-match T201 series in
which Faisalabad will host
international matches after
a long gap of 17 years.

Kenya to startits own
T20 League in Sept:
Cricket Kenya is all set to
start its own franchise-
based league, CKT20, in
September to revive the
sport in which the country
reached the semifinal of
the ODI WC in 2003. acencies
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Home The Advantage Against Arsenal

London: Paris St Germain have been
labelled a collection of talented individu-
als with little collective backbone in re-
cent years but they have turned the cor-
ner this season and on Tuesday against
Arsenal in the Champions League looked
like a team with a masterplan.

The French champions secured a 140
win in London in the first leg of their
semi-final, a result built less on star pow-
er than on tactical coherence, defensive
discipline and a tireless press that choked
the life out of Arsenal in the first half.

Ousmane Dembele's early goal gave
PSG alead they ultimately protected with
a mixture of intelligent pressing and or-

thesmn The Key As 1‘_| reless PSG Take __

e Bl W

ganised defending that had Luis En-
rigue's stamp all over it.

0
1

last summer to provide more unpre-
dictability on the wing, was instrumen-
tal in the win.

His assist for Dembele’s goal was a

PSG's press was sharp and well-coor-
dinated, forcing Arsenal into rushed
passes and panicked clearances through-
out the opening 30 minutes. “This team
is always competitive, we're getting the
maximum out of our qualities. We
achieved a great job, individually and col-
lectively,” Luis Enrigue said.

While PSG faded physically after the
break they still kept their shape, and in
Gianluigi Donnarummea had a goalkeep-
er ready to make the key interventions
when Arsenal threatened.

Khvicha Kvaratskhelia, brought in

product of both sharp movement and
awareness, but equally valuable was his
defensive discipline — dropping in to sup-
port his full back and thwarting Arsenal’s
attempts to overload the flank.

Arsenal. who are second in the Pre-
mier League, struggled to find space in a
congested final third.

Danger men Martin Odegaard and
Bukayo Saka were largely contained
while their attempts to play through mid-
field were repeatedly stifled by Fabian
Ruiz, Joao Neves and Vitinha. PSG host
the second leg next week. rReuTers

AP

Fighter pilot helps ﬁmy

Bodo/Glimt reach ¢§
Europa semifinals

Sudeshna.Ghosh
@timesofindia.com

ACTION TODAY

team from a tiny town north of the Arctic
Circle, the transformation has been un-

Fnr Bodo/Glimt, an unheralded Norwegian

FOOTBALLS NORTHERN LIGHTS: Bodo/Glimt's

BADMINTON: Sudirman
Cup, 7 am & 2.30 pm (Star,
JioHotstar); CRICKET: IPL:
Rajasthan vs Mumbai, 7.30
pm (Star, JioHotstar);
FOOTBALL: EPL: Notting-
ham vs Brentford, 11.55 pm
(Star); Europa, Semis, Leg 1,
Athletic vs Man United;
Spurs vs Glint, 12.30 am
Friday (Sony): TENNIS:
Madrid Open, 7.30 pm &
11.30 pm (Sony)

derpinned by a fighter pilot who developed
mental techniques for his squadron before

bombing missions in Libya.

Bjorn Mannsverk discovered a group of play-
ers exuding negative energy and prone to “a

collective mental breakdown™ when he

asked inearly 2017 to join the backroom staff of
a team that had just been relegated to Norway's
second tier It was all about following a philoso-
phy established by Mannsverk, a former Roval
Norwegian air force squadron leader whose
military duties took him to Afghanistan after
9/11 and to Libya for a NATO-led intervention
in 2011. Bodo until recently had a NATO air base.

After securing an immediate return to Nor-

Aspmyra stadium — with a capacity of less than
9,000 — is one of the most northernly in world
football at 67 degrees latitude. Tourists have long
come to the town on the tip of Norway because it
15 a good spot to see the Northern Lights

Bhubaneswar: A second for
Manolo Marquez and a hat-
trick for Khalid Jamil —
that hnw
nal stnries
at Kalinga Super Cup un-

was

tale, almost a miracle,

way's top division, the team — based more than
1,000 kms north of Oslo in a fishing town,
with a population of around 55,000 — has cap-
tured four of the counftry’s last five league titles.
The first leg against Tottenham in the Eu-
ropa League is in London tonight. “It is a fairy
” Mannsverk said.

In the other semis, Athletic Bilbao host
Ruben Amorim’s Manchester United .

folded at Kalinga Stadium
here on Wednesdayv

Jamil and his Jamshedpur
FC did a triple on Mumbai
City FC this season by beating
them 1-0 with a Rel Tachi-
kawa late winner to set up a
summit clash with FC Goa.
Manolo’s boys scripted their
AP second win of the season over

Boda,

Dembele is the first
1 French player to score in

the Champions League
semifinals for PSG. The
France forward now has eight
goals in nine Champions
League appearances since
the start of 2025 and seven
goals in his last five away
matches in the competition.

against Arsenal at the sixth
attempt (D2, L3).

1 This was PSG's first win

PSG have won
five of their
last six away
in the Champions
l.eauue (L1).

Luis Enrigue's side have
scored first in six of their

last eight Champions

League matches.

Arsenal were
unbeaten in 17
home European

matches, stretching back
to March 2021, before losing

With emotions high,
it's difficult to
analyse the game. We tried
to play our way, scored the
first goal (early), suffered a
lot sometimes and could
have scored a second.”
—Luis Enrigue, P5G coach

“My message is exactly the
same as it was against Real
at home (3-0 win). We have
to go to Paris and win. |
saw two very good teams,
where the margins were 50
small, Their goalkeeper
made a difference.”

—Mikel Arteta, Arsenal coach

JEC set up summit
clash with Goa

Mohun Bagan Super Giant,
having beaten them once in
ISL. Bagan, comprising Indi-
an voungsters and one for-
eigner, defender Nuno Reis,
succumbed to a 3-1 defeat in
the first semifinal,

Goa took the lead through
Brison Fernandes but Bagan's
Suhail Bhat equalised. It took
Marquez’s men 15 minutes in
the second half to seal the
game. A mistake from goal-
keeper Dheeraj Moirangthem
resulted in a penalty. I[ker
Guarrotxena converted to
make it 2-0. Borja Herrera
scored an ‘Olimpico’, when he
curled his corner straingth
into the Bagan net.

Churchill asked
to return trophy

Marcus.Mergulhao
@timesofindia.com

Panaji: The All India Football
Federation{ AIFF) has request-
ed Churchill Brothers FC tore-
turn the I-League champions
trophy and medals to comply
with the stay order granted by
the Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS), a Switzerland-
based independent court

tasked with resolvinglegal dis-
putes in the field of sport
through arbitration.

The AIFF handed over the
I-League trophy to champions
Churchill Brothers FC on Sun-
day unaware that two hours
earlier, CAS had staved the de-
cisionof itsappealscommittee
and asked the federation “not
to declare the winner of the I-
League 2024-25 or organise a
medal ceremony for the I-
League until the present arbi-
tration has been concluded.™

Inter Kashi, who finished
second behind Churchill by a
point after the final round of
matches, had appealed the
AIFF's decision to declare
Churchill asthechampions be-
forethesportscourt. The Vara-
nasi-based side can finish on
top, if they get the three points
that were taken away by the
ATFF appeals commitiee.

On Feb 24, the disciplinary

New 4x100m

relay national
record set

Chandigarh: Thequartetof
Gurindervir Singh, Ani-
mesh Kujur, Manikanta Ho-
blidhar and Amlan Borgo-
hain on Wednesday broke
the national record in men’s
4x100m relay, clocking 38.69
seconds during the National
Open Relay Carnival here.

Thev erased the previous
mark of 38.89 seconds which
was set during the 2010 Com-
monwealth Games in Delhi.
On that occasion, the team
consisted of Rahamatulla
Molla, buresh Sathya, Sha-
meer Mon and A Qureshi.

Tamil Nadu (39.83 sec-
onds) and Army (41.40 sec-
onds) came second and third
respectivelv. rm

committee had upheld Kashi's
appeal and handed them a 3-0
win after Namdhari FC were
adjudged to have fielded an in-
eligible plaver. A month later,
that decision was staved by the
appeals panel and subsequent-
ly, on April 19, the verdict was
in favour of Namdhari, paving
the way for Churchill to be
crowned champions.

“The AIFF has to comply
with the CAS order which has
stayed the decision of the ap-
peals committee,” a senior offi-
cial told TOI on Tuesday. “The
federation has officially writ-
ten to Churchill Brothers CEO
(Valanka Alemao) to return
the trophy and medals to the
AIFF attheearliest.”

The AIFF has explained to
Churchill that they went
ahead with the trophy distri-
bution ceremony since it was
notified of the CAS order only
after the conclusion of the
medal ceremony, owing to Sun-
day beinga public holiday.

In its order, Elizabeth
Steiner, deputy president of
the CAS's Appeals Arbitration
Division, provided AIFF, Chur-
chill and Namdhari FC time
till April 29 to file a full reply to
Inter Kashi's application for
provisional measures. Accord-
ing to sources, AIFF is in fa-
vour of a guick resolution to
the dispute and remain eager
for a conclusion before the end
of the season on May 31.

India secure 25
medals at Asian
U-15 boxing,
including 11 gold

Amman: India topped the
Asian U-15 Boxing Cham-
pionshipsmedaltally with 25
medals, including 11 gold, a
tally powered by a stellar
showing in the girls section.

The Indian girls secured
10 gold and four bronze med-
als across the 15 weight ap-
pearances, winning every ti-
tle bout they contested in the
finals on Tuesday and conse-
quently cementing their su-
premacy at the event.

Four Indian bovs contest-
ed the finals on Tuesday
Apart from one gold for San-
skar Vinod, three finished
with silver medals, adding to
the seven bronzes from earli-
erdavs in the meet. i

Letter Mo.-BSROC Ltd-4475/2025

BIHAR STATE ROAD DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD.

B (A Govt.of Bihar Undertaking)
RCD Central Mechanical Workshop Campus, Near Patna Airport, Sheikhpura, Patna- 800014, rwworcs

el Tel:- 0612-2226711, Fax:- 0612-2226723

Wehsite—https:ﬁhsfdcl.hihangw.in, Email-bsrdcitd@gmail.com

INVITATION FOR BID ON EPC MODE

(Through e-procurement mode only- https://eproc2.bihar.gowin)

Inwitation for Bidsfor: -

"Improvement/ Up-Gradation of 04d NH-82 Road and Construction of Two-Lane Elevated Flyover from lagjivan College to
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Letter No-BSRDC Lid-4474,/2025

BIHAR STATE ROAD DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD. JES

i (A Govt.of Bihar Undertaking) 3

RCD Central Mechanical Workshop Campus, Near Patna Airport, Sheikhpura, Patna- 800014, cowrszwnca
B of Bk Tel:- 0612-2226711, Fax:- 0612-2226723
Website-https://bsrdcl.bihar.gow.in, Email-bsrdcltd@gmail.com

INVITATION FOR BID ON EPC MODE
{Through e-procurement mode only- hitps://eproc2.bihar.govin)

Invitation for Bids for: -
"New Construction of Four Lane Flyover on NH-82 at Ghughari Tand Length of 0.810 Km

w: MAHARASHTRA ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (MEDA)

(A Government of Maharashtra Institution)
Aundh Road, Opposite Spicer Collage, Near Commissionerate of Animal Husbandry, Aundh, Pune -411007
Tel :020-35000450, Website: www.mahaurja.com, Email: gmghc@mahaurja.com

INVITES for Tender

MEDA invites Tender for Selection of Green Hydrogen Producers for Setting up Projects for Green Hydrogen Production

Manpur Block Office Induding ManpurGolambar to Manpur Falgu Bridge (Towards Gaya Town)" on EPC Mode.

including Ramps under Gaya Districton EPC Mode " Facilities (Anchor Units & Experimental Anchor Units) in the Maharashira State as per Maharashira Green Hydrogen Policy-

2023. All these Anchor Unit & Experimental Anchor Units will be selected through a bid selection process.

For detailed information of Tender, Applicants are reguested to visit http://mahatenders.gov.in website. The date of
publication of Tenderis 30/04/2025 & the last date of submission of tender offeris 04/07/2025 at 15:00 Hrs.

Director General, MEDAreserves the right to accept or reject anyone or all the tender
without assigning any reasons thereof,

The Bihar State Road Development Corporation Limited [BSRDCLtd.) is desirous for
"MNew Construction of Four Lane Flyover on NH-82 at Ghughari Tand Length of 0.810 Km including
Ramps under Gaya Districton EPC Mode"
1. BSRDC Ltd. intends to undertake a single stage two bid system open competitive bidding process
in order to shortlist and qualify successful bidder at the qualification stage, who shall be eligible
for evaluation of the price bid of the successful bidder in terms of the RFP, for awards of the
project,
The successful Bidder at the end of the Bidding process may be awarded a contract by BSRDC Ltd.
to implement the project on EPC Mode. The contractor (the successful Bidder) shall be
responsible for the Design, Engineering, Procurement, Construction and Maintenance (for 10
years including DLP} of the project in terms of the Agreement to be signed between the
Contractor and BSRDC Ltd, Further, the Contractor shall be responsible for remedying all defects
and deficiencies, normal wear and tear expected, in the project or any section thereof during the
defects liability period/Maintenanceperiod in terms of the EPC contract to be executed in terms
of the RFQ and RFP.
The details of the bidding process and summary of the scope of construction works for the
projectare included inthe RFP document.

The Bihar 5State Road Development Corporation Limited (BSRDCLtd.) is desirous for
"Improvement/ Up-Gradation of Old NH-82 Road and Construction of Two-Lane Elevated Flyover
from Jagjivan College to Manpur Block Office Including ManpurGolambar to Manpur Falgu Bridge
(Towards Gaya Town)"on EPC Mode.

BSRDC Ltd. intends to undertake a single stage two bid system open competitive bidding
process in order to shortlist and qualify successful bidder at the qualification stage, who shall be
eligible for evaluation of the price bid of the successful bidder in terms of the RFP, for awards of the
project, 2.
1. Thesuccessful Bidder at the end of the Bidding process may be awarded a contract by BSRDC Ltd.

to implement the project on EPC Mode, The contractor (the successful Bidder) shall be
responsible for the Design, Engineering, Procurement, Construction and Maintenance (for 10
years including DLP) of the project in terms of the Agreement to be signed between the
Contractor and B5RDC Ltd. Further, the Contractor shall be responsible for remedying all defects
and deficiencies, normal wear and tear expected, in the project or any section thereof during the
defects liability period/Maintenanceperiod in terms of the EPC contract to be executed in terms
of the RFQ and RFP. 3.
2. The details of the bidding process and summary of the scope of construction works for the

Sdl-
Director General, MEDA

Tender Enquiry No. 20/12/11/2023/FSU-3553/121238 dated 21st/03/2025
Government of India
Cabinet Secretariat

(Special Protection Group)
9, Lok Kalyan Marg,
New Delhi - 110 011.

MNotice Invitin lobal Tender

Special Protection Group, (SPG), New Delhi-110011 (India) invites e-Tender under TWO

Note=(i) Dates mentioned at 51. No. 09to 12 are tentatively planned only, may be changed.

(i) Clarification sought after the lapse of Standstill period shall not be entertained.

PR- 002259 (B & C) 2025-26

{Chief General Manzger)
Bihar State Road Development Co. Lid.

For further details please visit : www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar rcp Contral Mechanical Workshop Campus,
Near Patna Airport, Sheikhpura, Patna- B00014.

PR- 002261 (B & C) 2025-26

Mote — (i) Dates mentioned at 51, No. 09 to 12 are tentatively planned only, may be changed.
{il) Clarification scught after the lapse of Standstill period shall not be entertained,

[Chief General Manager)
Bihar State Road Development Co. Ltd.

For further details please visit : www.state bihar.gov.in/prdbihar gcp Central Mechanical Workshop Campus,

Mear Patna Arport, Sheikhpura, Patna- 800014

only in CPP Portal http:/leprocure.gov.in/feprocure/app. Incomplete tender enquiry is liable

to be ignored/rejected

CBC 58101/11/0006/2526

M el e e YT B BID SYSTEM (Technical and Financial Bid) from original Manufacturers or their Authorized
Indicative | " Costof Processing Name of work Projectcast® | DOCOCURY | o nent Fae Time af Dealers/Distributors/Representative for procurement of following items:-
Mame of work Project cost * e eyt Document Fag iz nf {Rs. in Cr.} n Completion =
(Rs.incCr) | {Rs. in Cr.} {in Rs.) {in Rs.) Completion Bl | | I 0 L : Tender No. & Date Item Quantity | Earnest Money
"Improvement/ Up-Gradation "New Construction of Deposit
etdentoi ol Four Lane Flyover on No.  20/12/11/2023/ | Pre-fabricated integral cab body |01 (One) | Rs. 11,44,000/-
Eleatiod ot froi ) 1005 Dags s NH-82 at Ghughari Tand ” 1095 Days + FSU-3553/121238 | (Mono CDII:]I‘JE}I Medical Ambula nce (Rupees Eleven
Jagjivan College to Manpur 117.82 2.36 10,000 Apph;ble 10 Years _ LE“EF“ of 0.810 Km 67.26 135 000 | s oelicabie Ml_ﬂ Years dated 21/03/2025 on Egtra]fDuea&l as per Technical Lakhs Forty Four
Block Office Including Maintenance including Ramps under alntenance Specifications complete in all respects Thousand) only
ManpurGolambar to Manpur Gaya Districton EPC and ready for use with all medical
Fa'ﬁ;j:fﬁzﬂnp‘;ar:f;d?ﬁ Mode " equipment and other fitments installed
*Rates are inclusive of all duties and taxes Including 'EST *Rates are mn:luswe n-f all duties an-d ta:ces ml:!udmg GST and _ﬂﬂmmlssljﬂ ned as per technical
Important Dates Important Dates specifications”.
:; Event Description Date :: Event Description Date 1. | Date of publication of Tender | 28/03/2025 (1000 Hrs)
L | invitation of RFP (NIT) 30.08.200% 1. | Invitation of REP (NIT) 30042025 2. | Date of start of downloading of | 28/03/2025 (1300 Hrs)
2. | Period of Downloading and uploadingBid | From 08.05.2025 Time-03:00 PM IST to 29.05.2025 up 2. | Period of Downloading and uploadingBid | From 08.05.2025 Time-03:00 PM IST to 29.05.2025 up documents
Documents by bidder to 3:00 PM IST through website Documents by bidder to 3:00 PM IST through website 3. | Date of pre-bid conference 07/04/2025 (1130 Hrs) (will be scheduled on 10th
https://eproc. bihar.gov.in only https://eprocd.bihar.govin only day from the date of publication on newspaper)
3. | Last date for receiving queries 15.05.2025 up to 3:00 PM IST 3. | Last date for receiving queries || 15.05.2025 up to 3:00 PM I5T 4. | Venue of pre-bid conference Special Protection Group, 9, Lok Kalyan Marg, New
4. | Pre-BID meeting at venue 2.11.4i) 15.05.2025 at 3:30 PM 15T 4, | Pre-BID meeting at venue 2.11.4 (i) 15.05.2025 at 3:30 PM 15T Delhi-110011 .
5. | Authority response to gueries latest by 21.05.2025 5. | Authority response to queries latest by 21,05.2025 - —
6. |BidDueDate  (Lastdateof  final | 29.05.2025 Time-3.00 PM IST through website 6. |BidDueDate  (Lastdateof  final | 29.05.2025 Time-3.00 PM IST through website 5. | Bid submission end date 18/04/2025(1700Hrs)(willbeextended&corrigendum
Submission of the Bid) https://eproc2 bihar.gov.in only Submission of the Bid) https://eproc2.bihar.govin only :f “:ﬁcﬂiﬁ;""" will be published on cpp portal &
7. | Physical Submission of Bid 30.05.2025 up to Time 12:30 PM I5T 7. | Physical Submission of Bid 30.05.2025 up 10 Time 12:30 PM IST 6 Physical submission of original 1:; 412025 (1700 Hrs) (as mentioned above)
Security/POA/IV agreement (if any) etc. Security/POA/IV agreement {if any] etc. ' payment instrument in r/o EMD
8. ?;;elnln{g:luf Technical BIDs at venue EGM;DES T;n;s 30 PM IST tlhrnugh website 3 gqir:"ﬁﬂr Technical BiDs at venue iﬂ.ﬂﬁjﬂﬁ Em;:jﬂ F'r'._ﬂ IST tlhrnugh website 7. Bid opening date (Technical) 21/04/2025 (1130 Hrs) (as mentioned above)
i tps://eproc2 bihar.govin only 1410 ps./fepracd.bihar.govin anly - : — : -
9. | Declaration of eligible / qualified Bidders | 09,06.2025 EE 9, | Declaration of eligible / qualified Bidders | 09.06.2025 8. |Venue, Date and time for|Will be intimated to technically qualified tenderers.
10, | Standstill Period for receiving 3 days from Declaration of eligible / qualified Bidd 10, | Standstill Period for receiving S o e ol T opening of Com rnert:ttal .bld . . ‘
clarification on evaluated technical bids, | ~ o7 o Declaration of Elgible f qualiiied Bicders. clarification on evaluated technical bids, | = o1 o Cecaranon DT ENBINIE f GUATINEE BICCEErS. 9. |Address of communication Assistant Inspector General (FSU), Special Protection
11. | Opening of Financial BID 12.06.2025 at 3:30 PM IST 11, | Opening of Financial BID 12.06.2025 at 3:30 PM IST Group, 9, Lok Kalyan Marg, New Delhi- 110011 (India)
12. | Letter of Acceptance (LOA) 18.06.2025 12. | Letter of Acceptance (LOA) 18.06.2025 Tele- +91-11-23015474, Fax- 011-23793352,
13, | Validity of BID 180 Days from Bid due date 13, | Validity of BID 180 Days from Bid due date Email- aigmt.spg@gov.in
14, | Submission of Performance Security (PS) | Within 30 days of receipt of LOA. {The bidder has the 14, | Submission of Performance Security (PS) | Within 30 days of receipt of LOA. (The bidder has the 2. The complete tender documents can be accessed and downloaded from CPP Portal
and Additional Performance Security optien to provide 50% of PS and APS | if any within 20 and Additional Performance Security option to provide 50% of PS and APS |, if any within 30 http://eprocure.gov.infeprocurelapp and bids submitted online in electronic format with
|APS), if any days of receipt of LOA and the remaining PS and APS, (APS), if any !:ta'ra of receipt of LOA and the remai:ning PS and APS, digital signatures. Instructions to the Bidders for enrolment in the e-Procurement site for
It a4 e e s WEhin 40 dayx o signinig o} 000 s o o MR il O NG OF submission of bids online through the Central Public Procurement Portal are available with
agreement) agresment) tisider dnripremnts
15. | Signing of Agreement | Within 10 days from the receipt of 50% of 15. | Signing of Agreement Within 10 days from the receipt of 50% of '
Performance Security and 50% of Additional Performance Security and 50% of Additional 3. Those filling in the tender entries are advised to ensure that their tenders are complete in
Performance Security, if any Performance Security, if any all respects, all documents have been filled in and all supporting documents are uploaded

Assistant Inspector General (FSU)

Sdi-

Tel. No. 011-23015474
aigmt.spg@gov.in
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“NARINE IS A QUIET INDIVIDUAL WHEN
HE IS IN A CERTAIN ENVIRONMENT,
WHERE HE'S NOT COMFORTABLE. BUT
ON THE PARK, HE'S A LEADER. HE'S
BEEN MORE TALKATIVE OVER THE
LAST FIVE YEARS. IT GOES TO SHOW
k THAT WHEN YOU YOURSELF,
- YOU ENJOY THE GAME AND YOUR

PERFORMANCE SHOWS AS WELL."

Shrivathsan.S@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The top-three batters
have done the heavy lifting for Pun-
jab Kings so far this season and the
trend continued at the MA Chid-
ambaram Stadium on Wednesday,
Captain Shrevas Iyver (72 off 41
balls; 5x4, 4x6) and opener Prabh-
simran Singh (54 off 36 balls; 5x4,
Jx6) were the heroes in the success-
ful 191-run chase, while ace leg-
spinner Yuzvendra Chahal (4/32
off 3 overs) made his way into 1PL
history books with a match-turn-
ing hat-trick in the penultimate
over of Chennai's innings, in
which he took four wickets.
Chahal was at the centre of

i

C

IPL history, Chennai Super
Kings have lost five
consecutive games at Chepauk.

1 For the first time in their

PBKS’ late charge, his effort result-
ing in a sensational CSK collapse
and preventing the hosts from get-
ting to a 200-plus total.

His first scalp of the over was
MS Dhoni, who could not clear the
long-off boundary, In the last three
deliveries of the 19th over, the mas-
ter leggie removed Deepak Hooda,
Anshul Kamboj and Noor Ahmad,
dismissals that took the steam out
of the CSK innings.

Last-placed Super Kings be-

Chennai Are First Team To Be
Eliminated As Hat-Trick Hero

Chahal, Shreyas & Prabhsimran
ombine To Fashion 4-Wkt Win

12/10 7/10

first came for RR vs KKR
at Brabourne Stadium, Mumbai
on April 18, 2022.

1 Chahal's hat-trick is the first by

for CSK vs Punjab on May 10, 2008,
the first-ever IPL hat-trick.

came the first team to be officially
knocked out of playoff contention.
Although Super Kings posted
their highest total of the season on
a ‘typical’ Chepauk surface, PBKS
went about their pursuit without
fuss. Batting without burden given
their superb depth — the lineup
included nine genuine batters —
Shrevas and Prabhsimran laid the
foundation with a 72-run partner-
ship for the second wicket.
Watching Prabhsimran go
about his business like he usually
does, Shreyas allowed himself
time to pace the chase. Going at 28
runs off 23 balls at one point, the
Punjab captain shifted gears seam-
lessly to put his team on the brink

Yuzvendra Chahal has produced
his second hat-trick in the IPL. His

any bowler against CSK. The only
previous hat-trick at the Chepauk
was recorded by Lakshmipathy Balaji

Hauls of four wickets or more by
Chahal, an IPL record. He

overtakes Sunil Narine's tally of 8.

SCOREBOARD

CSK: S Rasheed ¢ Shashank b
Arshdeep 11, A Mhatre ¢ lyer b
Jansen 7, S Curran ¢ Inglis b
Jansen 88, R Jadeja c Inglis b
Brar 17, D Brevis b Omarzai 32,
S Dube ¢ Shashank b Arshdeep
&, MS Dhoni c Wadhera b
Chahal 11, D Hooda ¢ Arya b
Chahal 2, A Kamboj b Chahal 0,
N Ahmad c Jansen b Chahal 0, K
Ahmed not out 0; Extras: (Ib3,
nb1, wil2) 16; Total: (19.2 overs)
190; FoW: 1-21, 2-22, 3-48, 4-126,
5-172, 6-184, 7-186, 8-186, 9-186;
Bowling: Arshdeep 3.2-0-25-2,
Jansen 4-0-30-2, Omarzai 4-0-
39-1, Brar 2-0-21-1, Chahal 3-0-
32-4, Shedge 3-0-40-0.

PBKS: P Arya c Dhoni b Khaleel
23, P Singh c Brevis b Noor 54, 5
Iyer b Pathirana 72, N Wadhera
¢ Jadeja b Pathirana 5, 5 Singh ¢
Brevis b Jadeja 23, J Inglis not
out 6, S Shedge c Noor b
Khaleel 1, M Jansen not out 4:
Extras: (Ib3, w3) 6; Total: (6
wikts, 19.4 overs) 194; Fow: 1-44,
2-116, 3-136, 4-180, 5-188, 6-190;
Bowling: Khaleel 3.4-0-28-2,
Kamboj 2-0-20-0, Jadeja 3-0-32-
1, Noor 4-0-39-1, Curran 3-0-27-
0, Pathirana 4-0-45-2.

RESULT: PBKS won by 4 wickets
with 2 balls remaining

JRLUNY YSa4ng 3

CSK SHOWN THE DOOR

of a win. The win was all but
sealed when he hit slinger Pathi-
rana for two consecutive sixes in
the 17th over. CSK delaved the in-
evitable with three late wickets.

Earlier, Sam Curran, to an ex-
tent, single-handedly solved CSK’s
middle-overs problem with a blis-
tering 88 (47 balls; 9x4, 4x6). Cur-
ran, promoted to No. 3 for the sec-
ond game running, made a state-
ment against his former team to
ouide Super Kings to 190.

Curran wowed the crowd with
a knock of substance after CSK
were once again in trouble in the
Powerplay. Curran did the bulk of
the scoring in a 78-run stand with
Dewald Brevis.

BCCI TAKEN TO COURT

OVER IPL ROBOT DOG

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The Board of Control for
Cricket in India's (BCCI) move to name
its Al-driven robot dog ‘Champak’ has
led to it being dragged to court over

r [ - ' T = - —
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The publisher claimed that the

commercial usage of the name amounts

HOW THEY STAND

‘Barabanki
blitzer’ Nigam
Impresses with
allround show

Hindol.Basu@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Vipraj Nigam’s mete-
oricrise has captured the imagina-
tion. From the bustling town of
Barabanki, Uttar Pradesh, Vipraj
orew up like countless other boys
in small-town India, with a bat in
his hand and a dream in his heart.

Initially, the 20-year-old Nigam
was known more for his batting
prowess. But it was his decision to
add leg-spin to his arsenal that
would change the trajectory of his
career. His breakthrough came in
the 2024 UP T20 League, in which
he represented Lucknow Falcons
and announced himself with 20
wickets in just 12 matches.

By the 2024-25 domestic season,
Nigam had debuted for UP in all
three formats, making an immedi-
ate impact in the Ranji Trophy
with a four-wicket haul on debut.
The Syved Mushtag Ali Trophy that
season was his statement of intent.

At the IPL-2025 auction, Delhi
Capitals snapped him up for Rs 50
lakh. Nigam's debut was no quiet
affair. Against LSG in Vizag, Vi-
praj announced himself with a
blazing 39 off 15 balls. His leg-spin
— thoughtful and deceptive — has
offered crucial breakthroughs.

Nigam has nine wickets in 10
games and has also scored 104 runs
at a blistering strike-rate of 203.92,
often coming in with the team un-
der pressure. On Tuesday, his 38
off 19 balls against KKR nearly
pulled off a miraculous chase.

“IPL is a journey where yvou
always face ups and downs. But the
main thing is how strong vour
mindset is, how the team atmos-
phere is, The seniors have always
supported me.
That gives vou
the confi-
dence to do

SURYAVANSHI

—Andre Russell on suniL NARINE

Suryavanshi-inspired

Royals run into MI

Suhas.Nayse@timesofindia.com

Jaipur: Vaibhav Suryavanshi’s
incredible century and the
team’s subsequent win over Gu-
jarat Titans on Monday has acted
as a much-needed tonic for Ra-
jasthan Royals. Arresting a four-
match losing sequence, the Roy-
als thrashed GT by eight wickets,
but with just six points to their
credit from 10 outings, all the
four remaining matches will be
must-win games for the Jaipur-
based franchise, which only has
a mathematical chance of mak-
ing the playofts.

The 14-yvear-old Suryavanshi
lifted Rovals’ spirits with a re-
cord-breaking century off just 35
balls to help his team register
their first home win this season.

Mumbai Indians, on the other
hand, are on a five-match win-
ning streak. The Hardik Pandya-
led side did not have the ideal
start to the season but they seem
to have ironed out the chinks.

Samson yet to recover: Riyan

A side strain to regular skip-
per Sanju Samson on April 16
while playving against Delhi
Capitals has not completely
healed and will be most likely to
miss yet another tie. “Sanju has
just started knocking in the nets.
He is recovering. We will analyse
his fitness before deciding about
including him in the playing
XII,” said Rivan, adding: “We
should have won three close
matches (against DC, LSG and
RCB). We plaved well for 35 overs
but couldn’ finish it off.”

| WEATHER |
“2..38C

Matches won by RR out of

the last 8 played against MI

at the Sawai Mansingh
Stadium. MI's last win at the
venue came in 2012,

—Stats: Rajesh Kumar

Boult looking forward to
bowling at teen wonder

MI's Trent Boult, for one, is
looking forward to the challenge
of bowling to RR’s new teen won-
der. “I've bowled to some bril-
liant batsmen around the world,
like Chris Gavles, AB de Villiers.
I think I'll be careful not to say
I'm worried about a 14-year-old,”
said Boult. The 35-vear-old left-
arm fast bowler, incidentally,
represented RR till the last sea-
somn. “It’s going to be an exciting
challenge to come up against a
guy who's obviously fearless and
running in hot form at the mo-
ment, so that's what it's about.
The whole world saw that perfor-
mance,” he said.
Likely X1i: RR: Yashasvi Jaiswal, Vaibhay
Suryavanshi, Nitish Rana, Riyan Parag
(captain), Shimron Hetmyer, Dhruv
Jurel, Wanindu Hasaranga, Maheesh
Theekshana, Jofra Archer. Tushar
Deshpande, Sandeep Sharma; ME: Rohit
Sharma, Suryakumar Yadav, Tilak
Varma, Corbin Bosch, Ryan Rickelton,
Hardik Pandya (captain), Naman Dhir,
Will Jacks, Jasprit Bumrah, Karn
Sharma, Trent Boult, Deepak Chahar.

alleged trademark infringement issues

by a renowned children's magazine of the camera-friendly mechanical dog

FAN FAVE: DC captain Axar Patel with

the same name. The Delhi High Court
heard the suit on Wednesday and
sought the stand of the cricketing body,
even as it declined to issue any interim
stay. Justice Saurabh Banerjee observed
that “Champak was an existing brand

BCCI to file its written statement in

response to the plea within four weeks.
Further hearing will be on July 9 on the
plea filed by Delhi Press Patra Prakashan

working hard: Dravid

name since eternity” while asking the

Pvt Ltd, which has been publishing
‘Champak’ magazine since 1968.

to dilution of the publication's registered Ll | m | W| L |HH5 NRR |FT5 everything,”

trademark and has tamished itsimage.  peg 101713100521 | 14  Nigam said.

However, the court remarked that the

publication failed to show the existence  PBK5|10|6|3|1|0.199| 13

of a commercial gain in using the name, g 10l6!4|0lo.889] 12 :

as it was adopted after an online poll. | ﬁ@t
During the hearing, the judge also GT' |9(6[3]0)0.748] 12 it

pointed out that even cricketer Virat pc |10l6|4|0l0362|12 i r]! Hero

Kohli's nickname is ‘Chiku’, which is also ¥ W FINCORF

one of the popular characters in L5G |10]5]5[0-0.325 10

Champak magazine. Senior advocate) KKR |10/4|5|1/0.271] 9

Sai Deepak, who appeared for BCCI,

opposed the plea, saying Champak was RR 10]3|7]0]0349 6

the name of a flower and people SRH 19136/ 0/-1.103] &

associated the robotic dog with a

character of a TV series. CSK |10f2]8]0]1211 4

Legacy cemented: Narine offers reminder of enduring impact

Hindol.Basu@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Sunil Narine’s legacy
in the IPL is defined by his remark-
able consistency, adaptability and
unwavering match-winning ability
for Kolkata Knight Riders. Since
joining the franchise in 2012, Narine
has played a pivotal role in KKR's
triumphs, evolving from a mystery
spinner to a dynamic allrounder.

His longevity and continued im-
pact, even as he approaches his 37th
birthday, make him one of the most
influential overseas players in IPL
history. Narine’s journey with KKR
began as a spinner with an aura of
mystery, bamboozling batters with
his variations and stingy economy.

Over the vears, he has not only
maintained his effectiveness with
the ball but also reinvented himself
as a dangerous pinch-hitter at the
top of the order, often providing
KKR with explosive starts,

On Tuesday, his allround value
was on full display in the clash

against Delhi Capitals. Opening the
batting, Narine smashed 27 runs off
16 balls, including two sixes and two
fours, setting the tone for KKR's
imposing total of 204. His opening
partnership with Rahmanullah
Gurbaz yielded 48 runs in under
three overs, giving KKR the mo-
mentum they required.
But it was with the
ball that Narine truly
turned the game.
With Delhi Capitals
threatening to
chase down the
target, Narine's
spell in the mid-
dle overs was
decisive. He
dismissed & &8
the big- e
hitting 4
Axar
Patel,
the dan-
Zerous
Tristan

Stubbs and the well-set Faf du Ples-
sis, finishing with figures of 3 for 29.
His wickets came at a crucial junc-
ture, derailing Delhi’'s chase and
sealing a 14-run victory for KKR.
Despite his heroics with the bat
and ball, Narine enjoyed most the
run out he effected of KL
Rahul. His dead-eye
pick-up-and throw
from short fine
leg was perfect,
catching Ra-
hul just short
of his
ground at

the strik-
er's end. Sending
back Rahul, who has
been a key figure for Delhi
this season, was another key
moment of the match that went in

favour of KKR. “I'm obviously not
the greatest fielder: But it's always
good to give a good run out whenever
it's possible. My mantra 1s just pick
up and swing, and throw the ball as
hard as possible,” Narine said.

Narine's value to KKR extends
beyond his runs and wickets. In the
same match, when regular captain
Ajinkya Rahane left the field due to
injury, Narine stepped in as stand-in
captain and made some astute tacti-
cal decisions. One such being en-
trusting Varun Chakravarthy to
bowl the critical 18th over, which
yvielded two wickets and stifled Del-
hi's chase.

“I back myself to deliver for the
team. There are games where you
don't start well but end well. Self-
pride keeps me going. [ always want
to be the go-to option for my captain
in pressure situations,” Narine said.

Rahane termed Narine a “bank-
er” for the side who ean deliver un-
der any pressure situation. “He has
been a champion bowler for the

franchise. It's so good to have him
and Varun in the team. I can always
£0 to him whenever we are in trou-
ble., He has been working really
hard, coming early for the practice
sessions, bowling for hours and
hours in the nets,” Rahane said.

The 2024 season was particularly
remarkable for Narine. He amassed
488 Tuns at a staggering strike-rate
of 180.74 and claimed 17 wickets
with an economy rate of 6.69. His
all-round prowess earned him the
‘Most Valuable Player’ award for the
third time (2012, 2018 and 2024), mak-
ing him the first player in IPL his-
tory to achieve the feat.

This season Narine hasn’t
touched the lofty standards of 2024,
but has still delivered the goods for
KKR with both bat and the hall in
two of the franchise’s four wins so
far. It is his 14th consecutive IPL
season, and Narine's enduring pres-
ence and consistent performances
are cementing his legacy as one of
[PL's best ever.

Mandakini.Shalya
@timesofindia.com

Jaipur: When Vaibhav
Suryvavanshi an-
nounced his arrival
with a jaw-dropping 38-
ball 101, a chuffed Ra-
hul Dravid forgot about
his injured leg and stood
up beaming to applaud the
14-year-old. On Wednesday, put-
ting Vaibhav's knock in perspec-
tive, Dravid said that the 14-year-
old's ability to remain unfazed by
the occasion was what stood out.

“You don't get to see (knocks
like that) with people who are so
young. The range of shots he
showed, he 15 only going to de-
velop and get better. Nobody is
saying he is a finished article. He
will have to keep working hard.
No one should be in a rush to
proclaim him as something he is
not. He is what he is, an excep-
tionally talented voung playver,”
Dravid said during the Star
Sports Press Room show,

The former India captain and
coach said that the Royals coach-
ing staff had given Vaibhav the
freedom to express himself. “He
13 going to have his share of ups

DRAVID

and downs. The nature of the T20
format i1s such that he is going
to have some dayvs where
things won't work out.
From our side, we en-
courage him to play
the game he enjovs. [t's
important that we al-
low him to express him-
self and as he goes on,
there will be lessons he
will learn and mistakes he will
make. He will refine himself and
mould himself as time goes on.
But as of now, from our side 1t's
all about letting him go out and
have some fun and soak in eve-
rything,” the head coach said.
Now that Vaibhav is the talk
of the town, how does one pro-
tect him from the intense public
oglare? “He can't completely avoid
experiencing what’s going on
around him. A lot of things will
be beyond his and our control.
We can’t control how much peo-
ple are going to talk about him.
It's about recognising that this
1s what happens and helping him
navigate all of this attention and
still allowing him that space to
be a youngster. But I think that
is part of being a cricketer in
this country” Dravid said.

Rathore’s historic silver at the 2004

‘Doubt Freestyle chess

B’desh win 2nd Test,
level Zimbabwe series

Rayson.Tennyson@timesofindia.com

Athens Olvmpics, followed

Kochi: Sunny Thomas, the man who took

Indian shooting to new heights as a na-

tional coach, died in Uzhavoor in Kot-

tavam district of Kerala on Wednesday
after a cardiac arrest. He was 84.

In the mid-90s, when Thomas stated
that Indian shooters would go on to break
the hegemony of Chinese shooters on the
olobal stage, there were quite a few raised
eyebrows. India may not have toppled the
Chinese as Thomas predicted, but the
birth of the new millennium saw our
national shooters enjoving a golden run.

1t started with Rajyvavardhan Singh

ing gold at Beljing. Four vea

in London.

plonships, Asian Games, and
wealth Games.

Abhinav Bindra’s groundbreak-

later, Vijay Kumar and Gagan
Narang won a silver and bronze

Soon after, Thomas stepped
down from his role as national coach.
During his almost two-decade-long stint
from 1993 to 2012, Indian shooters accu-
mulated 108 gold, 74 silver;, and 53 bronze
medals in international competitions
spread across the Olympics, World Cham-

More than a coach, Thomas
was a mentor to many of In-
dia’s top shooters, “He was
morethan acoach. Hewasa
wge mentor, guide, and father
y Wy figure to generations of In-
dian shooters.
*His belief in our potential

by

I's

THOMAS

to the sport laid the foundation for In-
dia’s rise in international shooting.
He played a big role in my early vears, r
and I'll always be grateful for his sup-
port and guidance,” Bindra wrote on
his X handle. Thomas was bestowed
with the Dronacharva Award in 2001.

Common-

‘He knew how to motivate
young shooters: Samaresh

Biju.BabuCyriac@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Former shooting stars Ra-
jvavardhan Singh Rathore, Gagan Na-
rang and ‘Goldfinger’ Samaresh Jung
mourned the demise of celebrated coach
Sunny Thomas. They hailed him as the
“(zodfather of Indian shooting™ who was
the bridge between the shooters and the
national federation.

“There was one instance during a na-

tional camp in 2000-01 in Bangalore when
five of us — Jaspal Rana, Ved Prakash,
Satendra Kumar, Vivek Singh and [ —got
our heads shaved. This was after Sunny
Thomas had jokingly told us that if the
five of us went bald, then he would too.
“In the evening, we went to the dining
hall with our heads shaved. He was sit-
ting there. He packed up his dinner,
washed his hands and simply walked out.
After 15 minutes, he returned. He had

shaved his head,” former pistol ace Jung
told TOI, giving an example of the bond
between top shooters and the national
coach Thomas.

“Most of the credit for all the superb
performances can be traced back to the
process that began during his time,” Jung
said. “As he was a college professor, he
knew how to handle the voung shooters.”

Rathore added: “He knew the sport
intricately, he knew shooters very well.
Most shooters in India have worked with
him one time or the other, It's a loss to
the sport of shooting.”

London bronze medallist Narang said:
“Sunny sir was like the Godfather of In-
dian shooting.”

and his relentless dedication 3

1

Amit.Karmarkar @timesofindia.com

Pune: Chess Olympian Sandipan
Chanda, who was V Anand’s second
and now works as trainer
at his academy in Chen-
nai, has given thumbs
up for Freestyle
chess. But with a ca-
veat. “One does not
need to prepare open-
ings and that's a very
attractive part about it,”
said Chanda, 41, during
the Maharashtra Open GM tourna-
ment recently.

“So, for top players, it can really
be very interesting. Because after
all, chess is supposed to be fun. It is
supposed to be a game and not sup-
posed to be like work (prep) — like
you have to study and then repro-
duce at the board. That wayv Free-
style makes it much easier.”

Chanda, who trains R Vaishali,
doesn’'t quite agree with the state-
ment that chess suffers from drawn
games only because of frequent dis-
play of opening theory. He said hu-
mans still have not cracked normal
chess as today’s top engine would
hold a top player to a draw even if it

‘:‘ -y .i:!; 4

SANDIPAN [§

CHANDA

can sustain on its on’

starts with two pawns less. “Normal
classical chess still has a way to go.
[t really has many vears left, pro-
vided enough people believe in that.”

Chanda also argues that if the
fans cannot comprehend and fully
enjoy the live games of normal
chess, and if the sport itself is
deemed not spectator friendly,
how are the fans going to get
truly connected while following
Freestvle games?

“] feel Freestvle chess is giving
more fascination to those plavers
and people who already know a lot
about standard classical chess. So
that way I have my doubts about
Freestyle sustainingon itsown as a
stand-alone format,” he said.

“It 1s not that we (humans) have
generally become so strong in nor-
mal chess that almost all top games
end in draws with precise play. So, 1
understand the problem, but I don’t
think that it really has to stop vet.”

Chanda lauded Magnus Carlsen
for taking the Freestyle experiment
further with a series of events and
playing in the Grenke Open in Ger-
many. “He is bringing in investors,
he’s taking initiative, he's doing
stuff,” said Chanda.

Chattogram: Mehidy Hasan hit a century
and claimed five wickets in a stellar all-
around display as Bangladesh beat Zimbabwe
by an inmings and 106 runs in the second and
final Test on Wednesday:

Mehidy became the third Bangladeshi
player after Shakib Al Hasan and
sohag Gari, and 39th overall in
world cricket, to score a cen-
tury and get a five-for in the
same match.

He struck 104 for his sec-
ond century as Bangladesh
finished their first inning on
444 for a 217-run lead. Mehidy
then took 5-32, his third five-wicket
haul in two Tests, as Zimbabwe were lim-
ited to 111 in 46.2 overs in an extended last
session on Day 3.

Left-arm spinner Taijul Islam took 3-42
after taking 6-60 in the first innings. The vic-
torv earned Bangladesh a series draw after
losing the first Test by three wickets,

On an increasingly deteriorating pitch,
Bangladesh’s two spinners tormented Zimba-
bwe batters, turning the ball viciously right
from the start. Opener Ben Curran was the
only one to offer some resistance, scoring 46
bhefore being the eighth batter out. Skipper
Craig Ervine (25) and Wellington Masakadza
(10} were the only others to reach double digits.
BRIEF SCORES: Bangladesh 444 (Shadman 120,
Mehidy 104; Masekesa 5-115) beat Zimbabwe 227
and 111 (Curran 46; Mehidy 5-31). ap

MEHIDY

HASAN
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Ex-RAW chief to Hit-back set to be calibrated,

head Security
Advisory Board

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Days after the Pa-
halgam terrorattack, inwhich
a Pakistan link has emerged
during investigations, the
Centre has reconstituted the
MNational Security Advisory
Board (NSAB), appointing for-
mer RAW chief Alok Joshi as
its chairman and 14 other do-
main experts that include ex-
commanders from the three
armed forces, former diplo-
mats, officersand technocrats.
NSAB, tasked with under-
taking long-term analysis of
and providing perspective to
the PM-led National Security
Council on 1ssues related to
national security, now has 15
serving members. The other
new members appointed are
former Western Air Com-
mander Air Marshal P M Sin-
ha, former Southern Army
Commander Lt Gen AK Singh
and Rear Admiral (Retd) Mon-
tv Khanna, former IPS offi-
cers Rajiv Ranjan Verma and
Manmohan Singh, and for-
mer diplomat B Venkatesh
Varma. NSAB also comprises
technical experts like Prof K
Kamakotiand B § Murthy.
The board is reconstitut-
ed from time to time, with ap-
pointments usually for a two-
vearterm. Themembers' ten-
ures donot run concurrently.
The decision to get Joshi, a
top intelligence brain — who
served in Intelligence Bureau
before he joined RAW and re-
tired as its director, and then
went on to head the countrv's
technical intelligence agency,
National Technical Research
Organisation, post-retire-
ment—tolead NSAB comesat
atime when India isbracingto
give a befitting response to Pa-
kistan for continuing to spon-

Heartbreak at
Attari: Couples

separated, kids
left behind

Yudhvir Rana | tun

Attari: Cradling her 14-dav-old
infant, Sara Khan stood at the
Attari-Wagah border in her
washroom slippers, holding
back tears. A resident of PoK,
she had been living in India
since 2017 after marrying Au-
rangzeb Khan from J&K. “Thad
a C-section recently, My stitch-
es haven't healed. Doctors ad-
vised me not to travel,” Sara
said Wednesday as her pleas to
stay with her family in J&K,
citing her newborn'’s Indian ci-
tizenship, went unanswered.
Sara is among dozens of
Pak nationals—mostly women
married to Indian men — who
have been forced to leave India
in the wake of a govt directive
issued after Pahalgam attack.
The directive has triggered
scenes of heartbreak, confu-
sion, and uncertainty at Attari.
Anjum Tanveer, fatherof a
two-vear-old Aveza, was told
his wife Attiyva Aslam —aPak
national from Gujranwala
must leave India despite four
vears of marriage. “She was
summoned for verification on
April 28, and we were told her
visa stands revoked,” said An-
jum, who will now have to play
mother to Ayeza. “Punish the
terrorists, yes, but why must
innocent families suffer?”
Then there’s a story of
heartbreak for Kashmir's Aa-
mir and Pakistan’'s Hajra who
got married just two days ago.
“One day, I brought my wife
home with joy, and the next, she
was told to leave — it all hap-
pened sosuddenly” said Aamir.

PM must not
dilly-dally: Rahul

tating that PM Modi must

not “dilly-dally™ and should
take immediate action on the
Pahalgam attack, Congress’
Rahul Gandhi Wednesday said
the response against those
responsible for the Kashmir
outrage has to be exemplary so
thatitacts as a deterrent
against future misadventure.
Hours after he met the family of
a Kashmir terror victimin
Kanpur, Rahultold reporters,
“Those responsible for this act,
wherever they are, have to pay
for it. And they have to pay for
it properly. Not insome
half-hearted way, but properly,
so that they remember that it
cannot be done with India.”

“Itis pretty clear who are
responsible (for the attack) and
they must pay the price. The
PM has totake action. It hasto
beclearand it has to be strong.
Without any confusion. The PM
must not dilly dally, he must not
waste time and must make it
clear that India will not tolerate
this kind of nonsense. He can
act in whatever time frame he
thinks necessary, but he has
toactsoon,” Rahul said. muw

sor terrorism in J&K by facili-
tating recurrent attacks on in-
nocent civilians, the Pahal-
gam carnage by Pakistani
terrorists, facilitated by local
aides, being the most recent.
With the carnage at Baisa-
ran being seen as an intelli-
gence failure, bringing in
Joshi as head of the NSAB is
seen as a clear move to focus
thenational security policy on
revamping intelligence gath-
ering to foil future misadven-
tures by Pakistani elements.

short of full-fledged conflict

Punitive Strike
Plans Already
In Place, Says
Senior Officer

Rajat.Pandit@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The use of long-
range weapons for limited pu-
nitive strikes against Pakis-
tan, without erossingthe LoC,
is currently being considered
the preferred military option.
This comes amid a review of
the situation by the PM-led
cabinet committee on securi-
ty, even as firing exchanges
between therival armies have
now spilled over to the inter-
national boundary in J&K.
Indian Army warned Pa-
kistan Army to desist from
“unprovoked” small arms
firings being initiated by its
troops all along the 778-Km
LoC, from Kupwara, Bara-
mulla and Uri to Naushera,
Sunderbani, Akhnoor and
Poonch, over the DGMO hot-
line on Tuesday afternoon.
“Butlater in the night, Pak
Army escalated the situation
by opening fire in Pargwal
sectorof the198-km IB in Jam-
mu region. Our troops are ef-
fectively responding in dou-
ble measure to all ceasefire vi-
olations,” an officer told TOL.
The CCS meeting
Wednesday, the second since
the Pahalgam massacre on
April 22, came a day after PM
Modi told the military chiefs
they had *“complete oper-
ational freedom” to decide
on the “mode, targets and
timing™ of the countrv’'s re-
sponse to crush terrorism.
Consequently, itis nolong-
er a question if kinetic mili-

Fearing covert op,
Pak steps up LeT
chief’s secrlty

RajshekharJha
@timesofindia.com

stepped up security for
Lashkar-e-Taiba & Jamaat-
ud-Dawa chief Hafiz Saeed,
fearing a covert operation in
the wake of the Pahalgam ter-
rorattack, sources have said.
Former commandos from
Special Service Group have
been assigned to his security
detail and additional men de-
ployved at his residences, in-
cluding the one in Mohalla Jo-
har in Lahore, sources added.
He has been deliberately
placed in a densely populated
area that has a mosque and
madrassa besides homes of
common Pakistanicitizens.
As he is currently impris-
oned, on paper, his house has
been converted into a tempo-
rary sub-jail. A control room
hashbeenformed tomonitorall
movements through gesture
detection CCTV cameras in a
one km radius, sources added.
The 77-vear-old LeT foun-
deriswanted by the USand In-
dia for the deadly 2008 Mum-
baiattacks, besides the Pahal-
gam killings. The Lawrence
Bishnoi syndicate also vowed
Wednesday to retaliate for the
killing of the civilians in Pa-
halgam. Attaching a picture
of Saeed, Bishnoi issued the
threat on a social media plat-
form, stating that the group
will target an individual of
immense value to Pakistan.

I'Si and Pakistan govt have

The 77-year-old LeT founder is
wanted by the US and India for
the deadly 2008 Mumbai attacks

Saeed is in the so-called
custody of the Pakistan govt,
serving a 46-year-sentence as
a result of his conviction in

seven terror financing cases.

In an order dated April 7,
2022, Saeed was sentenced to
31 yvears in prison in two cases
financing.
Shown as arrested on paper
since 2019, Saeed was already
serving a 15-vear sentence on
similar charges awarded in
2020. The court ordered the

of terrorism

sentences run concurrently,

Saeed has made over two
dozen public appearances in
the last three vears, the latest
being in Feb this vear. Sur-
rounded by a multi-laver se-
curity ring, which also has
commandos,
Saeed is frequently spotted
at terror launch pads in PoK
as well as camps in Muridke,

former S8SS8G

Bahawalpur and Rawalkot,

After India nullified Article
370, Saeed renamed Lashkaras

The Resistance Front in 2020.

In charged atmosphere, Pak

chases ghosts of IAF fighters

Omer Farooq Khan | T

Islamabad: An official 2am
warning in Pakistan about an
impending Indian military of-
fensive “within 24 to 36 hours”
set the stage for an information
blitzkrieg throughout Wednes-
day, including claims by state-
run media that air force jets
scrambled toforce four IAF Ra-
fale fighter jets to “retreat in
panic” from nearthe LoC.
Some reports said two Indi-
an surveillance guadcopters
hovering over LoC in Bhimber
& Kotli sectors were shot down.
Pakistan’s defence minister
Khawaja Asif vowed a “deci-
sive response” to any aggres-
sion from across the border.
Hours before PTV News
reported that several IAF Ra-
fales and Su-30MKIs were
“spotted and chased” during
reconnaissance along the
LoC, information minister
Attaullah Tarar put out a
statement citing “credible in-

Pakistan's state-run media claimed
its air force jets scrambled to force
four Rafales to ‘retreat’

telligence” that India could
strike at Pakistan any time.
“India’s refusal to allow
neutral probes{intothe terror-
ist attack on tourists in J&K's
Pahalgam) reveals its intent,”
Tarar said, accusing New Del-
hiof “escalating tensions”.
Islamabad denies its invol-
vement in the attack, while In-
dia blames Pakistan-backed
terroristsof targeting tourists
after identifying them as Hin-
dus. Delhi has also demanded

an independent investigation.

Jailed ex-PM Imran Khan
put out amessage through the
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s X account,
“India must avoid reckless ac-
tions in this nuclear flash-
point. Peace isnot weakness.”

Pakistaniauthorand polit-
ical scientist warned of “cata-
strophic risks” of going to
war. “Domestic pressures are
driving this dangerous escala-
'she said. “Media frenzy

tion,’
iz sidelining restraint.”

Former Indian Army offi-
cer and strategist, Lt Gen D §
Hooda (retd), said “missteps in
this charged atmosphere could
spark a conflict neither side
can contain”. US secretary of
state Marco Rubio has already
engaging with both nations,
and UN spokesperson Ste-
phane Dujarric has urged “ur-
gent dialogue”™. But diplomacy
faces hurdles as the drums of
war grow louder, PM Modi has
already authorised “full oper-
ational freedom™ for the forces,

A farmer drives a tractor nExt toa BSF cher,kpust on a farm in Neshta.
next to the Pakistan border on the outskirts of Amritsar, Wednesday

Lt Gen Pratik Sharma is new chief of
Army’s crucial Northern Command

ieutenant General Pratik Sharma will be the new chief of

Indian Army's crucial Northern Command in J&K, while Air
Marshal Narmdeshwar Tiwari will take over as the indian Air
Force vice-chief, amid heightened tensions with Pakistan.

“Pakistani social media handles are spreading fake news that
Indiais shunting out top military officers in wake of the Pahalgam
massacre. In fact, the new appointments have taken place since
the incumbents superannuated Wednesday,” an officer said.

Lieutenant General Sharma, who has earlier served as the
director-general of military operations and deputy chief
{strategy), replaces Lt Gen MV Suchindra Kumar at the
Udhampur-based Northern Command. Air Marshal Tiwari, the
South-Western Air Command chief, in turn, succeeds Air
Marshal SP Dharkar as the |AF vice-chiefin New Delhi.

In another top appointment, Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit will
be the new chief of the integrated defence staff and succeeds
Lieutenant General JP Mathew, who also retired Wednesday.

tary options will be exercised
but when, while the public
messaging was also clearly
meant to keep Pakistan on
tenterhooks. “The plans for
punitive strikes and the grad-
eddynamicresponsestrategy
are already in place, It won't
be a knee-jerk response but a
calculated, credible and cali-
brated one under the thresh-
old of a full-fledged conflict,”
a senior officer told TOL

With Pakistan already on
guard and mobilising its
forces as well as activating

its entire air defence ma-
chinery, there is however no
element of surprise left, A
feasible immediatestepisfor
the Indian Army to launch
concentrated fire assaults by
155 mm artillery guns, 120
mm mortars and anti-tank
guided missiles against Pak
Army posts and positions
as well as “terror launch
pads” located near them.
“Without crossing the
LoC, use of other long-range
vectors can also impose seri-
ous costs on Pak Army and

their infrastructure along
the frontier. There are re-
ports Pak Armyisfacing ma-
jorshortagesof 155 mm artil-
lery shells, with its reserves
being sent to Ukraine
through third-party chan-
nelsto makemoney,” he said.

Then, there are shallow
cross-border ground raids
that can be carried out by Ar-
my Para-Special Forces like
the “surgical strikes” con-
ducted in Sept 2016 against
terror launch pads in four
different locations in Pakis-
tan-occupied-Kashmir after
19 Indiansoldiers werekilled
inasuicide attack at Uri.

Calibrated air strikes also
remain an effective though
escalatory step, much likethe
one conducted against the
JeM terror facility at Balakot
in Pakistan in Feb 2019, “The
IAF did not have the 4.5-gen-
eration Rafale fighters dur-
ing the Balakot air sirikes.
This time the targets can be
the headquarters of JeM at
Bahawalpur or LeT at Mu-
ridke,” another officer said.

This will involve jets like
Rafales, Mirage-2000s and
Sukhoi-30MEKIs, armed with
long-range weapons like the
French *Sealp’ air-to-ground
cruise missiles, Israeli Crys-
tal Maze missiles and
Spice-2000 precision guided
penetration bombs, hitting
pre-designated targets, as
reported by TOI earlier.

The militarv options are
being contemplated after a
raft of retaliatory diplomat-
ic measures against Pakis-
tan were announced when
the CCS met on April 23,
which ranged from the sus-
pension of the Indus Waters
Treaty to downsizing of the
Pakistani high commission
and revocation of visasof all
Pakistaninationals in India.

Rajnath to represent India at
Russia’s Victory Day event

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: India confirmed
Wednesday that defence minis-
ter Rajnath Singh will repre-
sent India at Russia’s Victory
Day parade in Moscow on May
9. Russia had in-
vited PM Modi
for what would
be the80th Victo-
rv Day celebra-
tions but, govt
sources said, In-
dia had conveved to Russia
weeks earlier that Singh will
visit Moscow in his place.

Russian agencies had re-
ported earlier that India was go-
ing to send Singh for the event.
Russiacelebrates May 9annual-
lv holdinga parade in Moscow's
Red Square, as victory day to
mark the Soviet Union's victory
over Nazi Germany in1945.

An Indian contingent is al-
so likely to participate in the

Although Russia had
invited PM Modi for
the event, Delhi had
conveyed to Moscow
a fortnight ago that
Rajnath Singh would
be going in his place

parade even though it is vet to
be officially confirmed. Rus-
sian deputy foreign minister
Andrey Rudenko had earlier
beenquoted assayving by a Rus-
gian agency that Modi had
been invited for the event and
he was expected to participate.
However, Modi twice visited
Russia in 2024 and it's the turn
of President Vladimir Putin to
visit India this year for the an-
nual India-Russia  summit.
Both sides remain in touch dip-
lomatically to finalise dates for
the summit that India will host
towards the end of this year.
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AMUL MILK PRICES
HAVE BEEN REVISED.
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CSK becomes the

first team to drop out
of contention for IPL
playoffs as Chahal
takes a hat-trick in
Punjab Hings
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The future docks in Kerala

Vizhinjam opens a global
ateway for India

Vizhinjam International Deepwater Multipurpose Seaport
will be dedicated to the nation by the

Hon'ble Prime Minister, Shri. Narendra Modi,
In the esteemed presence of the

Hon'ble Chief Minister of Kerala,
Shri. Pinarayi Vijayan.

2025 MAY 02 | Friday

Vizhinjam Port, Thiruvananthapuram

g

Kerala takes a historic step towards making India a global maritime powerhouse,
with the dedication of India’s first automated, deep-water international container
trans-shipment terminal in Thiruvananthapuram. The groundbreaking infrastructure
project will mark Kerala's emergence as a global maritime hub, while ushering in a promising
future for India’s maritime industry. A testament to successful public-private collaboration,
the port that can accommodate the world's largest container ships will firmly place the country
on the global trans-shipment map.

Technology: First Automated Terminal run mainly by women CRMG operators | Capital Investments: ¥ 18,000 Cr (for all phases)
Natural Depth: 18-20 metres | Connectivity: 10 nautical miles from International Shipping Route | Capacity: Upto 5 million TEUs/annum (at full capacity)
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Man loses interim custody of daughter for failing to
give home-cooked food during her stay with him

Had Custody For 15 Days A Month, Would Fly From Singapore To Thiruvananthapuram

a doting father, the surround- “ Continued consumption of food from hotels
would pose a health hazard... the fact that the child
gets no company whatsoever except for that of the
father during the interim custody period is an
additional factor which weighs against his claim

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A man lost inter-
im custody of his eight-yvear-
old daughter, ordered by Kera-
la HC to stay with her estrang-
ed parents alternatively for 15
days in a month, for not being
able to provide home-cooked
food even for a single day
during the stay with him.
After interacting with the
child, a bench of SC Justices
Vikram Nath, Sanjay Karol
and Sandeep Mehta found sev-
eral reasons— the girl not get-
ting home-cooked food, sepa-
rated from her three-year-old
brother, and no one except fa-
ther for company — forgquash-
ing the HC order on the
ground that even though he is

ings and circumstances at his
place is not conducive for her.
The man, working at Sin-
gapore, had rented out a place
in Thiruvananthapuram and
used to fly down every month
to be with hisdaughter:
Writingthejudgment, Jus-
tice Mehta said, “Continued
consumption of food procur-
ed from restaurants/hotels
would pose a health hazard,
even to a grown-up person,
what to talk of a tender aged
child of eight vears. The child
requires nutritions home-co-
oked food for her overall well-
being, growth and developme-
nt. Unfortunately, the father is
not in a position to provide
suchnutrition to the child.”
SC said it would have con-

SUPREME COURT

sidered asking the father to
provide home-cooked food,
but “the factthatthe child gets
no company whatsoever ex-
cept for that of the father dur-
ing the interim custody peri-
od of 15 days is an additional
factor which weighs heavily
against his claim for the
child’s custody at this stage.”
Finding the mother works
from home and has her par-
ents with her, SC said the girl
would get better company at

mother’s place in addition to
the company of her brother.
SC also frowned at the HC
order granting 15-day custody
every month of the three year-
old son to the man, terming it
“grossly unjustified” which
could have serious adverse ef-
fect on the emotional and phy-
sical well-being of the son bei-
ng forced to be separated from
the mother at a tender age.
“Hence, the emotional and
maoral support which thechild

gets at her mother's home is
manifold than what is being
provided by the father during
the interim custody period.
The period of 15 days during
which the daughter would be
with the father would also le-
ad todeprivation of hercomp-
any to her sibling, the boy ch-
ild aged three years,” it said.
SC allowed the man to get
interim custody of the daugh-
ter on alternate Saturdays
and Sundays of every month
and interact with them on vid-
eo call two days every week.
“Om either of these two days,
father will be entitled to meet
& have interim custody of the
childforaperiod of fourhours
subject to the comfort of the
child and under supervision
of achild counsellor,” it said.

Mother is a ‘lawtul guardian’

can't be

accused of kidnapping kid, says court

Aayswaztmesondacom— ‘Marriage not must for individuals in live-ins
to seek relief under Domestic Violence Act’

Chandigarh: Punjab and
Harvana HC ruled Wednes-
day that a parent cannot be
charged with Kkidnapping
her own child, granting cus-
tody of a 12-vear-old boy to
his Australia-based mother
amid afamily dispute.
Justice Harpreet Singh
Brar made the ruling while
hearing a habeas corpus plea
filed by Raja Rekhi of Gur-
gaon, the child’s paternal un-
cle, Rekhi sought the boy's re-
lease from what he called the
illegal custody of the mother,
who had taken the child
while his father was away on
abusiness trip to Belginm.
“For an act to amount to
kidnapping, it is necessary
that the minor is taken from
the custody of a ‘lawful
guardian’. However, a moth-
er falls well within that am-
bit, especially inthe absence
of an order passed by a com-
petent court, divesting her
of thesame,” the court said.
The boy’s father Amit
Relkhiwasabroadon April 24
when the mother allegedly
broke into his office, took the
child’s passport, and left
with him. According to the
uncle’s plea, she falsely told
police she was taking the boy
briefly to visit her parents in
Delhi—a claim he disputed,
saying her mother does not
live there. The petitioner al-
s0 alleged she intended to

Rebecca.Samervel
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: In a significant or-
der.amagistrate'scourt orde-
red a man to pay monthly ma-
intenanceof Rs5,000tohises-
iranged live-in partner and
her son from her earlier mar-
riage. The courtreiterated th-
at a marriage is not a prereqg-
uisitefor individuals inalive-
in relationship to seek relief
under Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence Act
(DV Act). The court empha-
sised that cohabitation in a
relationship akin to mar-
riage is sufficient to warrant
protection under the Act.
The court’s observation
came while examining a case
where the woman filed for re-
lief under the DV Act against
the man with whom she was
in a live-in relationship. “Up-
onreading the Act, it could be
held that a live-in relation-
ship in a couple under the
same roof, like a relationship

i5tock

A magistrate court ordered
the man to pay monthly
maintenance of Rs 5,000 to
his estranged live-in partner

of marriage, 1s pretty much
sufficient to base the claim of
reliefs under the said Act.
The material filed on record,
at this juncture, shows that
the applicant and respondent
had aphysical as well as men-
tal relationship, as if they
had a relationship of mar-
riage,” judicial magistrate
(First Class) AD Ghuge said.
The magistrate clarified
that the act of filing a rape

case by a woman against her
live-in partner does not disg-
ualify her from seeking prot-
ection and relief under the
Act. The magistrate asserted
that the existence of a live-in
relationship characterised
by a phyvsical and emotional
bond akin to marriage is the
primary criterion for claim-
ing relief, irrespective of any
parallel legal proceedings.
The woman moved court
in 2024. While she sought Rs
55,000 a month, claiming the
man earned monthly income
of Rs1lakhto Rs1.51akh, the
magistrate termed her claim
exageerated and unfair co-
nsidering the actual income.
The woman alleged the
man engaged ina physical re-
lationship with her based on
false promise of marriage.
When she broached the subj-
ect of marriage, he allegedly
ended the relationship and
moved out. She claimed he
subjected her to repeated in-
stances of abuse and assault.

take the child to Australia,
where she currently resides.

The mother told the court
shecametoIndia becausethe
boy had been left in the care
of house help and had re-
quested her presence. She
produced call logs and mess-

ages exchanged with the
child and argued that as his
mother and natural guardi-
an, sheretains custody rights
until the pending guardian-
ship case before Gurgaon
family court is resolved.

“It would be just and

prudent for this court to
take into account the wishes
and well-being of the
detenu, who is 12 vears old,
and capable of forming a
rational opinion about his
living situation,” the HC
sald, siding with the mother.

HC: Axe judge who acquitted

Principal, staff
acquittedin’l4

student's death man In

Dehradun: The principal of
sherwood College, Nainital,
Amandeep Sandhu, who was
earlier sentenced to two years
imprisonment for the 2014
death of a Nepalese student by
a lower court, has been acquit-
ted by a district court in Naini-
tal, reports Pankul Sharma.
The court of the additional dis-
frict and sessions judge also
acquitted school nurse Payal
Paul and warden Ravi Kumar,
overturning the 2022 verdict by
a trial court that sentenced all
three to two vears in prison.
The court found “no negli-
gence” on the partof the school
staff in the death of Shaan Pra-
japati, who died of septicemia
(blood poisoning) in Nov 2014

while being shifted from Hald-

wani's Bombay Hospital to Del-
hi. His mother, Neena Shres-
tha, had alleged school author-
ities failed to provide timely
andadequatemedical aid, lead-
ing to a case being filed against

the three under IPC Section

304A (death by negligence),

Ashutosh Shukla &
Siddharth Pandey | Tnn

Bhopal/Jabalpur: Madh-
va Pradesh high court has
upheld the dismissal of a
civil judge who acquitted
the accused in three cases
without writing an order.
He also adjourned proceed-
ings in two cases without
passing an order.

Hearing a petition filed
by the accused judge, Ma-
hendra Singh Taram, the
bench comprising Chief
Justice Suresh Kumar Kait
and Justice Vinay Jain
held him guilty of “grave
professional misconduct”
andsaid hisdismissal from
service was appropriate.

Taram's petition said
he had joined as a trainee
civil judge class-IT at
Narsinghpur in July 2003.
After training, he was

Upholding the dismissal
of a civil judge, HC held
the accused quilty of
‘grave professional
misconduct’ and said
his termination of
service was appropriate

Nivas in Mandla district.
On HC’s recommendation,
he was dismissed from
service in 2014. He present-
ed a rejoinder against the
dismissal order, but it was
rejected, after which he
filed a writ petition.

Taram pleaded that in
addition to work pressure,
he was passing through per-
sonal problems, and bec-
ause of his situation, he
might have committed some
mistakes in discharging his
duties. Taram's petition
argued that while another

posted at Naugaon in Chha-
tarpur district and then at

civil judge had been let off
for similar

mistakes with

3 cases sans judgment

only twoannual increments
withheld, he had been
dismissed from the job.

The division bench went
through the judge’s records
and saw that a vigilance te-
am of MP HC, during an in-
spection in 2012, had found
that Taram had acquitted
the accused in three crimi-
nal cases without writing a
final judgment and adjourn-
ed proceedings in two cases
without writing an order
Following this, he was issu-
ed ashow-causenoticeanda
departmental enquiry (DE)
was conducted against him.

The enquiry officer
found him guilty on all five
points included astermsof
reference in the DE, It was
then that MP HC recom-
mended his dismissal from
service. HC held him guilty
of grave professional mis-
conduct and dismissed his
petition, upholding the
termination of service.

Ukhand HC steps in, woman gets promotion
pending for 4 years a day before retirement

Times News NETWORK

Dehradun: Uttarakhand’s
women welfare and child de-
velopment department has
issued an order to promote
deputy director Sujata (goes
by herfirst name only)tothe
post of joint director, just a
day before her retirement,
after receivinga warningof
contempt notice from the
high court over non-compli-
ance with its earlier order.
Sujata, who had been
awaiting promotion for four
vears, retired on Wednesday,
The promotion order was
issued on Tuesday after the
court questioned the depart-
mental secretary for defyving
its directive and asked why
contempt proceedings sho-

Sujata had all&ged gnvt was deliberately dEIaymg her promotion

uld not be initiated. HC had
initially ordered her promo-
tion on Sep5, 2024, but the de-
partment had notacted on it,
In her petition, Sujata
alleged govt was deliberately
delaying her promotion. Giv-
en Sujata’s imminent retire-
ment, her counsel urged cou-
rt for urgent intervention.
During an earlier hear-
ing, the court observed, “It

has been almost six months...
Primafacie, thedisobedience
appears to be contemptuous
of thedirection issued by this
court. Hence, the respondent
must show cause as to why
the disobedience should not
be made the subject of
contempt proceedings.”
Counsel representing the
departmental secretary info-
rmed court that in complian-

ce with its order, the depart-
mental promotion committ-
ee (DPC) convened on Oct 16,
2024, and approved the petiti-
oner’s promotion from depu-
ty director to joint director.

On April 24, the court or-
dered, “In such view of the
matter, the writ petition is
disposed of with a direction
tothe state to implement the
recommendation of the
DPC as early as possible, but
not later than April 28.”

Following the directive,
additional secretary Prasha-
nt Arvaissued the promotion
order. The division bench of
Chief Justice G Narendar
and Justice Alok Mehra
subsequently disposed of the
petition after the depart-
ment's compliance,

In a relief for

Nitin Gadkari,

SC junks SLPs
on 2019 LS polls

Nagpur: SC Wednesday dismi-
ssed a bunch of special leave
petitions challenging a 2021 or-
der of Nagpur bench of Bomb-
av HC that struck down portio-
ns of an election petition agai-
nst Union minister Nitin Gad-
kari's 2019 Lok Sabha victory,
reports Vaibhav Ganjapure.

A bench comprising Justic-
es Surva Kant and N Kotiswar
Singh upheld HC's application
of procedural
law, concluding
therewerenogr-
ounds to interfe-
re. The petitions
were filed by for-
mer Maharasht-
ra Congress chief Nana Patole,
who lost to Gadkari in 2019 gen-
eral election, Nagpur voter Na-
fis Khan, and other candidates.

Although Gadkari was
re-elected to LS from Nagpurin
2024 polls, the court decided to
hear the matter on merit. It also
directed Nagpur bench to expe-
dite proceedings in the original
2019 election petition, which
has been pending for over five
vears, the petitioners’ counsel
Shakul Ghatole told TOIL.

The case stems from accu-
sations that Gadkari. while
filing his nomination in 2019,
failed to fully disclose his
assets and under-reported
campaign expenditure, alleg-
edly violating the Representa-
tion of People Act, 1951. In
response, Gadkari filed a plea
seeking deletion of certain
paragraphs from the petition.

Khan's counsel argued
that HC prematurely purged
substantive content from the
petition and failed to assess
pleadings holistically He cit-
ed precedents to assert that
arguable claims should not be
struck down solely on
perceived weakness. SC found
no merit in these submissions
and upheld HC's reasoning,
reiterating that courts are
empowered to eliminate mate-
rial that is unnecessary or ob-
structive to fair adjudication.

response on
‘lllegal clinical
trials’ in Gujarat

New Delhi: SC Wednesday so-
ught central govt's response to
allegations by an NGO that as
many ass8illegal clinical trials
have been conducted by nation-
al and international pharma-
ceutical companies in the last
four vears at Ahmedabad mu-
nicipal corporation-run Sheth
Vadilal Sarabhai Hospital.

Appearing for the NGO,
Swasthya Adhikar Manch, se-
nior advocate Sanjay Parikh
informed a bench of Justices
P S5 Narasimha and J Bagchi
that these trials were conduct-
ed in the absence of an ethical
committee, which is mandato-
rv under New Drugs and Clin-
ical Trials Rules, 2019.

The allegation about illegal
clinical trials in hospital was
narrated, with support from
news reports published in T'OI,
in an atfidavit, which was filed
in the main petition that high-
lighted how multinational pha-
rma majors are conducting cli-
nical trials withoutadheringto
the safeguards provided under
the rules and regulations, and
treating those undergoing clin-
ical trials as guinea pigs.

The NGO said, “...After
coming to know of these clini-
cal trials, Ahmedabad munici-
pal commissioner formed an
inquiry committee, which in
its report highlichted the
irregularities, and has recom-
mended action against the
wrongdoers.” i

Courts can modify
arbitral awards: SC

One Judge
On 5-J Bench
Dissents

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi; Settling diverge-
nt judicial pronouncements
on the scope of judicial inter-
ference in an arbitral award, a
five-judge bench of Supreme
Court on Wednesday said that
to avoid protracted litigation,
courts have powers to modify
an award to sustain it by
severing the ‘invalid’ portion
from its ‘valid’ part rather
than guashing itentirely.

A bench of CJI Sanjiv Kh-
anna, CJl-designate B R Gavai
and Justices Sanjay Kumar, K
V Viswanthan and A G Masih
was grappling with a long-
standinggrey area—when the
Arbitration and Conciliation
Act, 1996, does not expressly
permit courts tomodify or var-
y an arbitral award, should
courts strike down awards
even when it could be saved by
minor modifications? Under
Section 34 of the Act, a court
canonly strikedownanaward.

Writingthe37-page4:1ma-
jority judgment, CJI Khanna
saild, “We are of the opinion
that modification represents
amore limited, nuanced pow-
er in comparison to the an-

nulment of an award, as the
latter entails a more severe
consequence of the award
being voided in toto,”

“The limited and restricted
power of severing an award
implies a power of the court to
vary or modify the award. It
will be wrong to argue that
silence in the 1996 Act, as pro-
jected, should beread as a com-
plete prohibition,” he said.
Justice Viswanathan penned a
130-page dissent and said
courts donot have the power to
modify an award as the parties
had eschewed the path of
litigation to go for arbitration.

CJl Khanna said, “We are
thus of the opinion that the
courtcan apply the doctrine of
severability and modify a por-
tion of the award while retain-
ing the rest. This is subject to
parts of the award being sepa-
rable, legally and practically”

The majoritv judgment sa-
id courts can also correct cleri-
cal, computational and typogr-
aphical errors apparent in the

“ We are of the opinion that
the court can apply the doctrine
of severability and modify a
portion of the award while
retaining the rest. This is subject
to parts of the award being
separable, legally and practically
CJI SANJIV KHANNA

award and modify the post-
award interest rate. CJI Khan-
na said striking down an awa-
rd in its totality just because
there was no agreement over
rate of interest would cause
orave prejudice to parties, who
would then have to undergo a
fresh round of arbitration.

“Thislimited power 18 sig-
nificant, as it can help avoid
further rounds of litigation.
Without it, the court may be
forced to set aside the entire
award or order a fresh round
of arbitration because of an
erroneous interest rate rath-
er than simply adjusting this
rate,” the CJ1 said.

Referring to the extraor-
dinary powers of SC under
Article 142 of the Constitu-
tion, which enables it to pass
any order for the purpose of
doing complete justice, the
five-judge bench sounded a
caution and said this power
must be exercised with great
care and caution while deal-
ing with arbitral awards.

Deven Bharti new
Mum police chief,
supersedes 1l

Ahmed Ali | Tun

Mumbai: Deven Bharti (58),
an IPS officer of the 199
batch who's held several key
positions including a newly
minted role as Special Com-
missioner of Police for the
metropolis — which made
him a de facto number two in
the Mumbai hierarchy —
took over as the city’s police
commissioner on Wednesday
replacing Vivek Phansalkar.
After taking charge.
Bharti said “Govt has en-
trusted me with a great re-
sponsibility.. I will give it my
best to ensure that police ser-
vices reach the last man.
Wherever there is a gap, we
will fill it — and we will do so
with the helpof technology™
To accommodate Bharti
as commissioner, govt has
downgraded the post of
commissioner to the rank of
additional DGE Earlier, the
post was upgraded to DGP
rank with officers such as
Datta Padsalgikar, Subodh
Jaiswal, Parambir Singh,
Hemant Nagrale and Sanjay
Pandey occupying it. Bharti
superseded 11 1PS officers
whoare seniorto him.
Bharti told media he wou-
1d build upon existing frame-
works and policies. “l have
been part of this force for a
major part of my career,andl
will continue the same polici-
es. My priority will be to mai-
ntain law and orderand reach
out to every citizen.” He reit-
erated the department’s com-
mitment to inclusivity and
modernisation, underlining
the importance of technolog-

5L Shanth kumar

CHANGE OF GUARD: Deven
Bharti (R) and Vivek Phansalkar

ical tools In closing systemic
gaps in service delivery
Bharti is considered a
confidante of CM Devendra
Fadnavis, who is also home
minister: There is no clarity
whether the post of special
commissioner which he has
been holding will continue.
A native of Bihar, Bharti
hashad along and influential
career in Mumbai Police. He
served as Joint Commission-
er of Police (Law & Order) —
one of the longest tenures in

that role—and headed Maha-
rashtra Anti-Terrorism
Squad. He also held the key
post of Additional Commis-
siomer of Police (Crime
Branch) and Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (Law & Order)
at the state headquarters.
Bharti handled supervi-
sionof afew important cases
like the Sheena Bora murder,
Indian Mujahideen bomb-
ings, Chhota Rajan aide Fa-
rid Tanasha's murder and
journalist J Dey's assassina-
tion. He was also part of the
26/11 investigation headed by
IPS officer Rakesh Maria.

Forces reclaim
Koragutta Hills
in C'garh
from Maoists

New Delhi: Chhattisgarh govt
sources Sunday claimed to ha-
ve cleared a portion of Koragu-
tta Hills in Bijapur, which bord-
ers Telangana, of Maoists’ pre-
sence as counter-Naxal forces,
who had encircled the Naxal
bastion in a massive operation
under way for the past nine
days, reclaimed the hilltop and
hoisted the tricolour there at
5,000 feet, reports Bharti Jain.
Though top Maoist leaders
and cadres of the notorious
People’s Liberation Guerrilla
Army’s Battalion No. 1 were in-
itially contained at the hilltop
and supply lines to them cut as
commandos from Chhattisga-
rh Police’s District Reserve
Guard and Special Task Force
and CRPF's CoBRA battalion
dominated access from Chhat-
tisgarh side, a top officer of Ch-
hattisgarh govt said the Naxa-
lites managed to escape to Te-
langana from the other side of
the hill. “It appears Telangana
special forees, which were part
of the operation initially, were
not manning the escape routes
on their side,” said the officer.
“This region was the basti-
on of top Naxal commanders
like Hidma, Deva, Damodar,
Azad and Sujata. Chhattisgarh
police and CoBRA battalion
have reclaimed the hills on its
side. The forces will now set up
camps or forward operating ba-
ses in Koragutta Hills and hold
the area to prevent return of
Maoists,” an officer told TOT.
After the Maoists were sur-
rounded by the forcesand three
PLGA cadres killed in the Kore-
gutta operation, CPI{Maoist)
central committee on April 25,
appealed for a time-bound cea-
sefire to “create a conducive
atmosphere” for peace talks.

Khemka ends career marked by 57
transfers & ‘inconsequential’ roles

Times NEws NETWORK

Chandigarh: Haryana burea-
ucrat Ashok Khemka, whose
2012 decision to cancel a conir-
oversial Gurgaon land deal in-
volving Congress MP Privan-
ka Gandhi Vadra's husband
Robert Vadra and realty firm
DLF cemented his reputation
as a stickler for rules, retired
from service on Wednesday
after a career marked by an
astonishing 57 transfers. The
1991 batch IAS officer retired as
additional chief secretary of
transport department.

BJP had flagged the Vadra-
DLF deal as a svmbaol of cor-
ruption during its 2014 Lok
Sabha campaign against the
then UPA govt. But Khemka
didn’t quite become anyone's
blue-eyed boy, While BJP came
to govt at the Centre and the
state, the bureaucrat re-
mainedarollingstone, withno
consequential assignment
coming his wav until the fag
end of his career. He was ap-
pointed additional chief secre-
tarv last Dec in a department
headed by minister Anil Vij,
who is known to trust him.

For some time, Khemka

Ashok Khemka plans to start a
new innings as a lawyer

was posted in the science and
technology department, whi-
ch Vij previously headed. Most
of his tenure, first under Bhu-
pinder Singh Hooda-led Con-
gress govi and then BJP minis-
try, was spent in the archaeolo-
gy and museums department.
BJP had once cited Khem-
ka’s alleged persecution as a
manifestation of Congress get-
ting even with “a whistleblow-
er’, But even before the party
had completed a vear at the
Centre since winning the 2024
polls, hewas back ina purport-
edly inconsequential role.
Khemka had vented on so-
cial media and written to the
govt about “mistreatment” on

several occasions. In a letter
ex-Haryana CM Manohar Lal
Khattar in 2019, he said some
of his transfers at the time
were “not in public interest,
but based on extraneous and
personal considerations”.

Referring to the DLF-Va-
dra land deal, which he can-
celled after noticing alleged ir-
regularities, Khemka had
said: “The promisemadetothe
nation at the time of the 2014
elections is now forgotten.”

“Governance is no longera
service; it is a business, Only a
few foolslike me will think and
act like trustees of the public
faith. Hoping against hope you
will not throw this letter into
the dustbin. | also request you
to please accord me permis-
sion to write and seek an audi-
ence from the PM on the issue
highlighted in this letter in
public interest,” he wrote.

He was given a farewell by
the TAS Officers Association
in the presence of chief secre-
tary Anurag Rastogi.

Khemkatold TOT he plann-
ed to start a new innings as a
lawver, “1 will apply to the bar
councilfor alicence to practice
asanadvocate,” he said.
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