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Soldier killed,

2 wounded in
J&K gunfight

Jammu: Sepoy Gaykar San-
dip Pandurang from Mahar-
ashtra was killed and two ot-
her soldiers were wounded
Thursday during a gunfight
with suspected JeM terrori-
sts in dense forests of Singh-
pora-Chatroo in Jammu di-
vision’s Kishtwar district.
Joint teams of Army’s 2
Para Special Forces, Assam
Rifles, 11 Rashtriya Rifles,

»1 month after massacre,
empty hotels speak of
Pahalgam desolation, P 16

J&K police’s SOG and local
police launched a cordon-
and-search operation at 7am
basedonintel. The terrorists
opened fire as the forces clo-
sed in, hitting three soldiers.
One died at a nearby hos-
pital, while two were moved
to Udhampur command hos-
pital, reports Sanjay Kha-
juria. Additional troops we-
re deploved and the operat-
ion was intensified, with gu-
nshots ringing out till night.

pContinuedon P13
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Another Char Dham
death, 32nd so far

\ Bengaluru man, 59, died

of heart attack on Char
Dham vatra Wednesday, ta-
king the toll to 32 since the pi-
lgrimage began on April 30.
Most deaths (15) have been
reported from Kedarnath,
which entails a 16km trek
with temperatures often fal-
ling very low, followed by Ya-
munotri and Gangotri (13),
and Badrinath (4). Tan

---------------------------------------

Yamuna pollutaon
levels spike in May

l yollution on Delhi stretch

of Yamuna spiked in May;,
with a rise in faecal levels,
phosphates and ammonia,
as per DPCC’s monthly ana-
lysis. While theriver was dir-
tier at its exit from the city at
Asgarpur, it also entered the
capital at Palla with high le-
velsof pollutants.P8

----------------------------------------

Case filed against
MP cartoonist

ndore police have registe-

red a case against cartoo-
nist Hemant Malviya over al-
leged objectionable cartoons
and comments on RSS, PM
Modi and Lord Shiva. The
complainant, an advocate,
said he came across Malviy-
a'ssocial media profile in wh-
ich the content shared was
deliberately provocative. P15
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Assam mob hacks,
dismembers tiger

‘nraged at recent attacks
con livestock and the kill-
ing of a man, a 1,000-strong
mob killed and dismember-
ed a male Royal Bengal tiger
in Assam’s Golaghat district
Thursday, Villagers of Dusu-
timukh attacked the big cat
with machetes, spears, and
iron rods, and took away bo-
dy parts as trophies, P14
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Blood mismatch:
Mom-to-be dies
at Raj hospital

Jor the second time in 15
months, a patient hasdied
due to blood mismatch du-
ring transfusion at Jaipur’s
Sawai Man Singh Hospital,
Rajasthan’s largest govt hos-
pital, reports Intishab Ali.
A pregnant woman, Cha-
ina, 23, from Niwail in Tonk
district was admitted to SMS
Hospital on May 12 with low
haemoglobin, severe tuber-
culosis, and other complica-
tions. Sources said she recei-
ved A+ blood on May 20, whi-
le her group was B+. She de-
veloped haematuria (blood
in urine), and tachycardia
(rapid heart rate) along with
fever and chills and died
Wednesday. Her doctor deni-
ed a goof-up and said Chaina
had suffered a reaction du-
ring the transfusion. P13

‘Scaremongering
About Using Atom
Bomb Won't Work’

Shoeb Khan & Dipak Dash

Bikaner/New Delhi: PM
Modi on Thursday declared
that he would not let anyone
come in the way of the enfor-
cement of India’s doctrine to-
wards Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism, in what was seen
as a message aimed at inter-
national capitals that have
been concerned by Islama-
bad’'s nuclear sabre-rattling
and ignored or condoned its
use of terrorasaweapon.
“This is what India has re-
solved and no power on Earth
can shake its commitment,”
said Modi— an assertionthat
assumes significance in the
context of US President Do-
nald Trump’s claim that he

The world and

the enemies
of the country have

.1 g
f?é’ 4}’ ! seen what happens
L % when ‘sindoor’

Photo: Bhagirath

turns into ‘barood’
(gunpowder). Ab
toh Modi ki nason
* mein lahu nahi
garam sindoor beh

raha hai (Not blood
J but sindoor runs in

Modi's veins)
—PM Narendra Modi

»UAE, Japan support »Lahore ATC refused
fight against terror, P 12 IndiGo pilot request, P 16

gotIndiaandPakistantopau- by scaremongering about the
se military confrontation in use of atom bomb,” Modi ela-
order to stave off the possibi- borated as he issued a direct
lity of an escalation invol- warning tothe neighbouring
ving the possible use of nu- country’'sarmy.
clear weapons.

“Indiawillnotbedeterred p‘Pak will pay price,’ P 16

'No power can deter India from
unishing Pak terror, says PM -

Jaishankar: lndla
and Pak alone
negotiated truce

1 ) efuting President Donald
\._Trump's claim about a US-
mediated ceasefire in the re-
cent conflict with Pakistan, fo-
reign minister S Jaishankar
said that while American offi-
cials were in touch with both
the Indian and Pakistani lea-

»india to Turkiye: Ask Pak
to end terror export, P 12

dership, the cessation of mili-
tary action was negotiated di-
rectly between New Delhiand
Islamabad. In an interview in
the Netherlands, Jaishankar
said the fighting with Pakis-
tan was halted after its army
sent a message saving it’s rea-
dy to stop firing, and India re-
sponded accordingly, Tan

> ‘We will hit them,’ P 16
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ED crossing all limits, says SC,
stays probe into TN govt corp

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Thursday thrice said “ED
is crossing all limits"” and sta-
ved the agency’s investiga-
tion into alleged money laun-
deringby TN State Marketing
Corporation (Tasmac) pursu-
ant to a raid on its headquar-
ters on March 6-8.

Appearing for the Tamil

»ED may call K'taka home
min in Ranya case, P 12

'FEDERALISM FLOUTED"  Sethack for agency

» ‘Enforcement Directorate is

violating the federal concept after HC's hacking

of governance... How can you (C'sstay on ED probe against
gﬂﬂﬁ?&ﬂﬁmiﬁg Tasmac has come as a set-

back for the agency which, va-
J"5ﬂCEI ‘F‘G Mfmih uhseriued lidated by the Madras HC or-
> ‘Petition raises questions of  der, had intensified its probe.
wide ramifications including ED sources maintained that
Issue of federalism laid bare by 16 searches at Tasmac premi-
respondent 1 (ED) exceeding ses had vielded “evidence™ of

ﬁ;fp"g;ﬂf’s ;:‘it;?!;“tpu u:?;‘.l;i order manipulation, bribes for
- ey allowing sale of liguor above
offences occurring therein,' TN the MRP and more. P 19

govt's plea had stated

Nadu govt and Tasmac, se-
nior advocates Kapil Sibal,
Mukul Rohatgi and Amit
Anand Tiwari told a bench of
CJIBR Gavaiand Justice AG
Masih that ED had conducted
an illegal raid on Tasmac
when no predicate offence
had been registered against

» Allahabad HC refuses to quash
FIR against Alt News co-founder
Md Zubair by Ghaziabad Police,
accusing him of promoting
enmity among religious groups,
but protects him from arrest | P 8

» SC rules that ‘zudpi’ jungles
or shrub forests in 6 districts
in Maharashtra's Vidarbha

be treated as forest land but
said land allotted for houses,
agriculture, govt offices and
public utilities prior to

Dec 1996 would face no
adverse consequence | P 14

» SC directs that dedicated
surveillance team of state
police be constituted to man
national highways to prevent
any unauthorised occupation
of highway lands | P 19

> Pocso court in Noida
sentences 80-year-old man
to 20 years' Rl for digital
rape and molestation of
minor for seven years | P 3

it, adding that this struck at Additional solicitor gene-
the root of federalism. They ralSV Rajuiried to defend the
accused the agency of viola- raid and claimed huge amo-
ting the right to privacy of untsof moneyhad been pocke-
emplovees by cloningthe pho- tedbutthe benchsaid ED could
nes seized from them. “They  submitits stand in an affidavit
should not use the data taken  intwo weeks.

from the phones of employe-

es,” the counsel argued. »DMK: 41 FIRs filed, P 19

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CBI chargesheet against

J&K ex-guv in graft case
Times News Nerworx DENIED CHARGES

New Delhi: CBI on Thursday > CBI filed an FIR in April

filed a chargesheet against 2022, alleging e-tendering

formerJ&K governorSatypal | guidelines were not followed
Malik and seven others in | inaward of civil works of Kiru

connection with alleged cor- | hydel power project
ruption inaward of a Rs 2,200- » Agency searched
crore civil works contract for Satyapal Malik's
the Kiru hydel project in premises last yr: he
Kishtwar district. denied all allegations of graft
CBI has also named as ac- on Thursday. th

cused Malik's then private se- il B AL A S
cretaiies Vitendrd Ratia and [0 he was hospitalised in

Delhi due to an infection and

Kanwar Rana; M S Babu, MD
of Chenab Valley Power Pro- currently undergoing dialysis
jects Pvt Ltd; company direc- evidences have been gathered
tors M K Mittal and Arun in connection with the case
Mishra; MD of Patel Enginee- that arose after Malik clai-
ring Limited, Rupen Patel; med he was offered a Rs 200-
and Kanwaljit Duggal, a pri- crore bribe for clearing two fi-
vate person. les related to the project.

Sources in the agency said
bothdigitalanddocumentary P‘I'min hospital,’ P 15
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Harvard barred
from enrolling
int’l students

namajorescalation inthe

Trump administration’s
efforts to pressure Harvard
to fall in line with the presi-
dent’s agenda, the US de-
partment of homeland se-
curity has revoked the uni-
versity’s ability to enrol in-
ternational students, and
existing foreign students
must transfer or lose the-
ir legal status. Homeland
security secretary Kristi
Noem ordered the depart-
ment (o terminate Har-
vard’'s Student and Ex-
change Visitor Program
certification.

“This administration is
holding Harvard accoun-
table for fostering violence,
antisemitism, and coordi-
nating with the Chinese
Communist Party on its
campus,” Noemsaid. P24

----------------------------------------

SC: Penalise if
seats blocked in
med PG courses

New Delhi: In order to infu-
se transparency and pre-
vent the malpractice of seat-
blocking in PG admission in
medical colleges, Supreme
Court has directed that the
raw scores, answer keysand
normalisation formulae of
NEET-PG examinations
must be published and said
that strict penalties for seat
blocking be enforced.

The court said the coun-
selling process was concei-
ved as a transparent, merit-
based national mechanism
for allocating post-graduate
medical seats butovertimeit
has come under increasing
scrutiny for facilitating wi-
despread seat blocking. tnn

p ‘Chance over mernit,’ P19

Sheet from rooftop falls on woman, grandson
in Gr Noida condo during storm, both dead

Noida: Rushing back home
from the society park Wednes-
day evening to avoid intense
winds and sudden rain, Sunita
(50) and little Advik (2) were
buried under a colossal tin
sheet that, cut loose by the
storm, fell from the terrace of
the 21-storey building where
they lived on the 6th floor, re-
ports Ashni Dhaor.

Sunita and Advik were
steps away from the safety of
their Sun-4 tower's lobby at
Greater Noida's Migsun Ulti-
mo when the sheet thudded
down at 8.45pm. Sunitadiedon
the spot. The boy, possibly shi-
elded by his grandmother, was
still breathing when he was
rushed to hospital, but suc-
cumbed later in the night.

» Protests over deaths, P 3

MINOR'S DEATH TAKES CITY TOLL T03

> 9-yr-old girl dies of injuries
a day after iron shutter fell
on her at NE Delhi's Dayalpur
during Wednesday's storm

» Differently-abled person
among 2 other fatalities, 1 from

Phato; AFP

collapse of high-mast power

pole and other due to tree fall

> The severe starm was — - N
caused by a cyclonic Workers carry
circulation over Haryana that away branches of a fallen tree.
drew moisture from both At least 53 big trees fell during

Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal R/ [{=M 6 VB B Ol

100m from home, tree crushes lab technician

l yeturning from an evening walk, a 45-yvear-old laboratory
\_technician died 100m from his doorstep when a tree fell on
him during Wednesdayv's storm in Greater Noida's NTPC
township. The victim, Ramakrishna, was found trapped under
the tallen tree by workers clearing the road after the storm. He
was declared ‘brought dead’ by doctorsat NTPC hospital. P3

Rain, winds and
lightning strikes
kill 45 across UP

Lucknow: At least 45 people
died in UP in thundersho-
wers that lashed several dis-
tricts on Wednesday night
and early Thursday. Kasgan]j
and Fatehpur districts acco-
unted for the highest, five de-
aths each. At least two of the
casualties — in Chitrakoot
and Ambedkarnagar — re-
sulted from lightning strikes.

Winds of 60-100kmph las-
hed several parts of the state
while heavy rain was reported
ineast UP Inall, 18 districts we-
re impacted by storm. T

»Payouts to kin, P 20

Guv Speaks To TOI In 1st Media Interview After Taking Office

“RBI examining licence
framework for banks’

Sidhartha & Mayur Shetty

Mumbai: Reserve Bank of
India is “examining” the li-
censing framework for banks
to align it with the evolving
needs of the economy and 1s
alsoreviewingtherole of len-
ders in distributing insuran-
ce products, amid complaints
of mis-selling.

In anexclusive interview
to TOI, his first since taking
charge in Dec, RBI governor
Sanjay Malhotra said the re-
gulator places “great impor-
tance on fair practice codes,

FULL Q&A: P 23

Photo: SL Shanth Kumar

KEY TAKEAWAYS

Intends to ensure sufficient
liquidity for monetary transmission

Customers need to be vigilant
about frauds, banks told to
pre-emptively identify and close

mule accounts

Rules out immediate increase in
deposit insurance beyond 35 lakh

India to remain fastest growing
economy in next decade;
suggests diversification of trade

: . RBI governor Sanjay
basket to deal with tariff turbulence Malhotra said guidelines

Business restrictions to be used BTESTiEU R (o
as last resort would be issued shortly

consumer protection, and
customer service,” and that
mis-selling of investment-
linked insurance products is
a valid ground for escalating
complaints under the ban-
king ombudsman scheme.

“We are reviewing the si-
tuation and if required, we
will consider additional me-
asures to tackle this issue,”
Malhotra said.

On the question of sca-
lingupIndian banks, Malhot-
rasaid RBI is reviewing poli-
cies to ensure an adequate
number of strong and trust-
worthy institutions. The cen-
tralbankisalso “examining”
foreign shareholding norms
and licensing rules as part of
a broader review,

Addressing recent gover-

nance concerns, including Malhotra dismissed fe-
those at IndusInd Bank, Mal- ars of fiscal slippage due to
hotra assured that the ban- higher defence spending or
King system "is very robust ftrade-related concessions,
andstrong” and thereare“no citing the Centre’s fiscal
systemicrisksorconcerns.”  track record. “Even if there
The governor emphasi- are minor slippages in some
sed the need to improve KYC  heads, they will be made go-
processes by making custo- odinothers,” he said.
mer data available across fi- On interest rates, he con-
nancial institutionsand pro- firmed the central bank's pi-
mised that guidelines onre- vot to an accommodative
KYC simplification would be  stance, but added, “The pace

issued “shortly”. of any future cuts will be de-
India, he said, is well-po- termined by the MPC."
sitioned to retain its status Malhotra also said RBI

as the world's fastest-gro- has injected Rs 9 lakh crore
wing major economy for the of durable liguidity to sup-
next decade, thanks to port credit growth and aid
strong fundamentals, politi- transmission. “We will con-
cal stability, sound macroe- tinue to provide liguidity to
conomic policies, and a favo- ensure monetary transmis-
urable demographicprofile.  sion,” hesaid.

Gunman kills 2 Israeli ~ GovtonWaqf Act

embassy staffers just

in SC: Proof of
being Muslim in

2km from White House | syewiih Sheets
|n CUStOdy! Chants lt&t ‘ !. g“ [—— ‘;_.! New Delhi: Supreme Court

‘Free Palestine’

Washington: Two Israeli
embassy staffers were Killed
by a lone gunman in Was-
hington DC outside Capital
Jewish Museum, just 2km
from the White House, on
Wednesday night.

The suspect, identified
as 30-yvear-old Elias Rodrigu-
ez from Chicago, chanted
“Free Palestine” after he
was taken into custody.

» Guards shoot at woman
outside CIAHQ, P 24
»EDIT PAGE : Pahalgam,
Washington, P 22

on Thursday reserved its
verdict on the ambit, conto-
urs and necessity of an inte-
rim order after arguments
over three days between the
Centre and petitioners for
and against the validity of
Wagf (Amendment) Act,
2025, reports Dhananjay
Mahapatra. Responding to
the petitioners’ objection to
the provision that only a
practising Muslim for five
vearscould dedicate proper-
ties for waqf, SG Tushar
Mehta said it was in sync
with the requirement of the
Muslim Personal Law (Sha-
riat) Application Act, 1937.

THE VICTIMS: Yaron Lischinsky
purchased a ring this week with
the intention of proposing to his
girlfriend, Sarah Lynn Milgrim,
next week in Jerusalem

The victims, Yaron Li-
schinsky (30)and Sarah Lynn
Milgrim(26)—acoupleabout
to get engaged — were com-
mitted to building bridges
between Arabs and Jews 1n
hopes of ending bloodshed in
West Asia, according to advo-
cacy groups they belonged to.

[sraeliembassiesaround
the world immediately step-
ped up security. Calling Rod-
riguez an “abhorrent murde-
rer”’, PM Benjamin Netanya-
hu said, “We are witness to
the terrible cost of antisemi-
tismand wild incitement aga-
inst Israel. Both must be fo-
ught to the utmost.”

President Trump posted »1923 Act cited, P 19
on Truth Social, “These hor- : ... ... ..,
rible killings, based obvious-

ly on antisemitism, must end, ED: Bank ex-CMD

NOW!Hatred and Radicalism

havenoplace inthe USA.” I:wught property

The shooting is likely to

fuel tension inthe US betwe- :  yia bribe money

en supporters of Israel and

pro-Palestinian demonstra- : ] 'D claims former UCO
tors. Police said Rodriguez, ;,Bank CMD Subodh Ku-
who wasonce affiliated with : mar Goel acquired proper-
a far-left group but had no : ties worth several crores in
previousrun-inwiththelaw, : Delhi-NCR—abungalow in

shotatagroupof fourpeople : upscale Panchsheel Park in
with a gun, fatally hitting : Delhi,avillain Jaypee Gre-
the two victims. Acencies . ens In Noida, several flats

. and plots in Noida and Gre-
P ‘Targeted violence,’ P24 : ater Noida, warehouses

- and commercial properties
— allegedly through bribes

2 trespassers at Salman’s | et scionng o

wer Ltd, which later defaul-

home tWO days irl a rOW ted on repavments, reports

V.Narayan@timesofindia.com

Mumbai/Raipur: An inqu-
iry has been launched into
two incidents of security
breach in two days at actor
Salman Khan's Bandra resi-
dencedespite his Y+ security
cover, which entails the man-
datory presence of five poli-
ce personnel 24x7.

Isha Chhabria (32), an
aspiring model-actor from
Khar, entered Galaxy Apart-
mentat 3am Wednesday clai-
ming to be aresident. She re-
ached the actor’s first-floor
flat, rang the doorbell and
told one of his staffers she
had been invited. After the
staffer checked with Khan,
he called the guards and po-
lice, Chhabria managed to
walk out unchecked.

The previous day, a 23-ve-

Pradeep Thakur.P19

A'ITEMPTS FOILED .............. . .........................
Wednesday, 3am | Aspiring Jamia expels

model-actor Isha Chhabria,

32, enters apartment, 6 students for
rings Salman Khan's @ g )

doorbell. Turned :

away by staffer. No : Apr 25 VI0|ence
guards outside Khan's flat :  TamiaMilliaIslamia hasex-
Tuesday | Jitendra Kumar . | pelledsixstudentsand bar-
Singh, 23, who claimstobe @ red them from seeking ad-
a fan, is sent away by a cop . mission tq any programme
at9.45am, Returns at 7.15pm ; 1D the university for up to

and enters main gate as it is three years for alleged invol-

opened for a resident's car . vement in a violent clash on

- the campus last month. The

ar-old man from Chhattis- : university has also issued
oarh, Jitendra Kumar Singh, : show-cause notices to 20
who claimed to be Khan's : other students, reports Su-
fan, wasnabbedafterheente- : gandha Jha. Two student
red the compound from the : groups clashed on April 25,
frontgateand triedtorunin- : and the notices alleged that
to the building. . lathis, stones, and other wea-

. pons were used, and a guard
pSecurity enhanced, P19 : wasattackedaswell. P11
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Fasten your seatbelts
as we launch a
high-energy

safety demo In
collaboration with
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This video is a creative interpretation and not a replacement for the mandatory safety demonstration conducted on board.
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A DAY AFTER STORM, COUNTING THE LOSSES: NINE DEAD ACROSS NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION

Noida: Man Crushed To Death
Under Tree 100m From Home

Advitya.Bahl
@timesofindia.com

Noida: A 45-year-old labora-
torytechnicianout for aneve-
ning walk died just metres
from hisdoorstep when a tree
fell on him and pinned him to
the ground during Wednes-
day’s storm in Greater Noi-
da’'s NTPC township.
Ramakrishna, who
worked at DAV Inter College,
was found trapped under the
fallen tree by a group of work-
ers clearing the road after the
storm. He stayed 1n the town-
shipwith hiswifeand son.
According to the workers,
Ramakrishna was taken to
NTPC hospital, but was de-
clared dead on arrival.
“Security officials at
NTPC alerted us about an in-
jured person who was found
during cleanup operations.
He was rushed to a hospital,
where doctors declared him
dead on arrival. Our team re-
ached the health facility too,
and the body was sent for an

Tarun Rawat
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Meanwhile, in Delhi, BSES workers repair cable lines damaged by storm

autopsy. His family members
were also present there,” said
a senior officer from Jarcha
police station.

According to family mem-

bers, Ramakrishna had
stepped out for his customary
evening walk around 7pm on
Wednesday. maintaining his
daily routine despite the ap-

proaching thunderstorm.

“He attempted to return
home when the weather wors-
ened, but was caught in the
storm barely 100m from his
house. He had either stopped
under the tree or was struck
while returning home. The
trunk hit his head, injuring it
badly,” the officer saidl.

Police officials said the
family had initially assumed
that Ramakrishna had found
shelter from the storm In
some building,.

An autopsy was conducted
on Thursday, and the body was
handed over to his family Till
late on Thursday, no formal
complaint had been launched.

The incident occurred
during a severe squall that
struck Delhi-NCR following a
scorching dayv where the heat
index peaked in the upwards
of 40 degrees Celsius. The
evening storm, with wind
speeds reaching 80kmph,
brought heavy rainfall and
hailstorms, claimingsix lives
in Noida and Ghaziabad.

Delhi: Girl diesasiron Ghaziabad: Falling trees, wall collapse

Greater Noida
deaths trigger
angry protests

»Continued from P1

fimo in shock and trig-

gered a protest by resi-
dents against the developer of
the society at Omicron 3 round-
about. The tin sheet wasn't the
only lethal flying object that fell
on the compound. The metal
gate to the terrace of another
tower, Sun-6, was also dislodged
by the storm and landed on the
society compound, buryving it-
self several inches into the
ground. Fortunately no one
was present there.

“Sunita had Advik in one
armand hisred cycle in the oth-
er: The tin shed that came hur-
tling down on them is the one
that covers the building’s cen-
tral shaft,” said Bijendra Dwi-
vedi, a society resident. Ravin-
dra Yadav, a member of the
Migsun Ultimo Allottees Wel-
fare Association, said he heard
“a deafening sound”. “By the
time we reached the spot, Suni-
ta was motionless. Advik was
still breathing faintly, but he
was critically injured,” he add-
ed. Sunitawasdeclared dead on
arrival at Govt Institute of
Medical Sciences (GIMS). Ad-
vik passed away at Fortis Hos-
pital around midnight.

- ['he tragedy left Migsun Ul-

&

.@ Powerful air throw
- and fast caoling

Al | Humidity control
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4 kids feared drowned in Munak Canal

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Four children
from the same family, inclu-
ding two brothers, are feared
drowned after they ventured
into the Munak Canal in
northwest Delhion Thursday.
The incident occurred when
six children decided to bathe
inthe canal, which flows from
Haryana into the city.

While two bodies were reco-
vered and two others were re-
scued early on, the remaining
two children are still missing.
The families reported that in
an attempt to save one of the
children who fell into the ca-

nal, others jumped in and were
swept away by the strong cur-
rent, The search for the mis-
sing children continues.

According to police, aro-
und 12 pm, Narela policerecei-
ved a PCR call reporting that
children had drowned in the
canal. A search operation was
launched immediately, invol-
vingfireservices, boat club te-
ams, and six divers. By app-
roximately 2.15 pm, the bodies
of two minors were recovered
and taken to a nearby hospi-
tal, where they were declared
dead. However, the search for
the other two children conti-
nued until lateevening,

Policesaid thesixchildren
had goneto collect fodder fora
gaushala (cow shelter) when
they decided to bathe in the
canal. While bathing, four
children were swept away by
the strong current, and two
others were saved.

Initial probe revealed that
the children, along with their
families, lived in Katwara vil-
lage, Bawana.

A family member mentio-
ned that none of the children
knew how to swim, which
contributed to the tragedy. In
a video filmed after the inci-
dent, divers were seen sear-
ching the canal.

shutter falls on her

Times News NETWORK

Avishek.Xumar@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The thunderstorm that struck
the city on Wednesday claimed another life,
bringing the total number of rain-related
deaths to three on Thursday. A 9-vear-old
girl fromnortheast Delhi's Dayalpur wasfa-
tally injured when a partof awindow fell on
her during the storm.

Thegirl, aresidentof Nehru Vihar, was
standing near an alley when a strong gust
of wind caused an iron window shutter to
fall from the third floor, hitting her on the
head.Policesaid theyreceivedacallataro-
und 8 pm from the Civil Lines Trauma
Centre, reporting the death of the girl du-
ring treatment.

According to the girl's grandfather, she
was standing in the alley when the window
shutter fell. She was rushed to the trauma
centre, where she succumbed to her injuries.

Upon inspecting the scene, police re-
gistered a case against the building owner
under Section 106 (causing death by negli-
gence) of the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita.
Further investigations are ongoing.

Earlier on Wednesday, two people, inclu-
ding a differently-abled individual, lost the-
ir lives after a high-mast electric pole and a
tree fell on them in separate incidents
across thecity.

kill 2, woman dies after falling

Ghaziabad: Three people died and six
were injured in accidents during the
brief but intense storm that saw winds
gustingup to 70kmph sweepthrough the
city on Wednesday night.

Police said a 40-year-old Mujammil,
who was driving home after finishing
work in Sahibabad, was crushed under a
tree that got uprooted during the squall
in Madhuban Bapudham around 8.30pm.

Ghaziabad DCP Dhawal Jaiswal said a
passerby alerted cops about the accident,

“Mujammil, a resident of Rasulpur
Dasna, worked for a private company.
He was returning home when the inci-
dent took place. He wore a helmet but
sustained severe injuries tohischest,” a
senior police officer said on Thursday.

The second incident was reported
from Khoda Colony, where the bounda-
ry wall of a private school collapsed on-
to two shanties adjacent to it around
9pm. A 38-yvear-old woman died and five
of herfamily were injured.

ACP (Indirapuram) Abhishek Sri-
vastavasaid labourersand theirfamilies
lived in shanties next to BMR Adarsh
Public School. The boundary wall of the
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At Khoda Colony, the boundary wall of a
private school collapsed onto two shanties

school’s second-floor terrace caved in
during the sudden spate of rain.

“Immediately, a police team reached
the spot and took the injured to a nearby
hospital. Panu Devi succumbed to her in-
juries. Her husband Ravindra (41), a na-
tiveof Bihar, received injuriesalongwith
their son, Bablu (8). In the second jhuggi,
Sarifa was present with her two sons,
Santosh (12) and Ganesh (8). Sarifa and
Panu were relatives,” Srivastava said.

The officer added that initial investi-
gation indicates that the school's wall
was built recently. “We are investigat-
ing how the incident occurred. No com-
plaint has been made till now.”

A police official said Advik
had suffered severe head inju-
ries. “His ribcage was broken
and his lungs were punctured.
The mjuries were too grave.
The tin shed decapitated his
orandmother Her face was
damaged beyond recognition,”
he added. Originally from Bo-
karo in Jharkhand, the family
had moved to the Greater Noi-
da society in 2022, Sunita had
been living with her son Jiten-
dra and daughter-in-law Pam-
mi— both IT professionals —to
help raise Advik, who was born
in 2023. “This was their daily
routine. Sunita was devoted to
the boy, always taking him to
the park and carrving him
home when he was tired,” said
arelative from Faridabad.

On Wednesday evening, Ji-
tendra and Pammi heard a
crashing sound and rushed to
the balcony of their flat. All
they could see was the shat-
tered tin shed and Advik's bicy-
cle lving at a distance. When
they reached downstairs, they
found Sunita and Advik pinned
to the ground, below the metal
structure.

80-yr-old gets
20 years’ Rl for
raping minor

Noida: A special Pocsocourt
on Wednesday sentenced an
g0-year-old painter to 20
vears of rigorous imprison-
ment for sexually assaulting
aminor for seven years.

Special public prosecu-
tor Jai Prakash Bhati said
the accused, Moris Rider, be-
longedto Shimlaand lived in
Noida's Sector 46. The mi-
nor's family, also from Shim-
la, knew the accused.

Rider had studios iIn
Shimla and Noida, and he of-
fered the girl's father to take
her to Noida for education,
Bhati said. When the girl
was 9 vears old, her family
took up the offer and sent her
tolive with him in Oct 2013.

According to the com-
plaint, Rider started sexual-
ly abusing the minor from
July 2015. Tnn
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M’} (A Navratna company)

SPORTS SCHOLARSHIP

Aligned with the national vision of "Sports for Nation Building
— Harness the Power of Sports for Nation's Holistic
Development”, EIL invites applications for 15 scholarships in
Kabaddi, Swimming, and Athletics.

» Scholarship value: T15,000t0 ¥ 20,000 per month
»w Agelimit: 13-20 years as 0f23.05.2025

» Eligibility: Participation at National or International level

YEAR EF“

TRANSFORMATION

For further details and to apply, visit EIL official website
www.engineersindia.com (Homepage --> What's New)

Offline application will not be accepted

Regd. Office: Engineers India Bhavan, 1, Bhikaiji Cama Place,
New Delhi - 110066
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PUTTING —

PEOPLE FIRS
KERALA DRIV
PROGRESS AHEAD.

With comprehensive and inclusive development across all sectors,
the Pinarayi Vijayan Government completes four years of governance.
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THE GROWTH STREAK CONTINUES

Vizhinjam Port
® Vizhinjam Port has emerged as the
commercial gateway of India.

National Highway

@ Kerala contributed ¥5,580 crore to the
Centre for land acquisition for National
Highways, showing unmatched state-level
commitment.

Hill Highway
® 166.08 km of the Hill Highway has

been completed as part of a transformative

1,166 km project,

IT Sector

® Achieved 390,000 crore worth of IT
exports, positioning Kerala as a major tech
export hub.

Coastal Highway

® Proposed a 625 km Coastal Highway
across 9 districts at a cost of 76,500 crore,
one of India's longest coastal connectivity
projects.

K-FON
® Provided free internet to 5,222 BPL
families, ensuring digital inclusion.

GAIL Pipeline

® Completed the Kochi-Mangaluru gas
pipeline, increasing LNG terminal utilisation
from 8% to 30%.

K-SMART

® Digitally processed over 35 lakh files
across all local bodies, driving
e-governance at scale,
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PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

NATIONAL RECOGNITIONS

No.1 in NITI Aayog's Health Index, consistently
in Sustainable Development Index (2022)
Ranked Best State in Poverty Reduction (2023)

_ Top Performer in Central Education Ministry's
- - Performance Grading Index

Winner of the Central Health Ministry's Excellence
Award for Free Healthcare

No.1 in National Food Safety Index

‘Year of Entrepreneurship’ recognized as India's Best
Practice by American Society of Public Administration

Top 5 Global Business Incubators — Kerala Startup Mission
No.1 in Digital Workforce Management
(Platinum Award for K-DISC)

® Best in public safety, gender equality and social
inclusion — India Today's Behaviour Survey

@ Recognised for curbing cybercrimes against
women and children

No.1 in Ease of Doing Business

No.1 in Social Auditing under MGNREGS

INFORMATION &

Industries

® Attracted ¥1.96 lakh crore in investments
and launched over 3.5 lakh enterprises,
creating 7.2 lakh jobs.

® I[ndia Innovation Centre for Graphene
(IICG): India's first graphene innovation hub,
established through a collaboration
between Digital University Kerala, C-MET,
and Tata Steel.

Welfare

® Only state providing social welfare
pensions to 60 lakh people, distributing
372,000 crore.

Education

@ Allocated ¥5,000 crore for public school
infrastructure, with 139 school buildings
renovated.

® Digital University Kerala: India's first digital
university, offering advanced programmes in
emerging technologies.

Startup Kerala

® Kerala supported the launch of over
6,261 startups, creating more than 65,000
jobs. By 2026, the state aims to reach
15,000 startups, potentially generating
over 1 lakh jobs.

Loka Kerala Sabha
® |ndia’s first diaspora assembly and a
model of excellence for the nation.

Health

® Provided free treatment worth 7,000 crore
to 30 lakh people, making Kerala No.1 in
Healthcare.

Water Metro

® Kochi Water Metro, now operating on
5 routes with 9 terminals, has emerged
as a national model for inland water
transport,

One of the few states to consistently share its Annual Progress Report, Kerala will release this year's Report on May 23 at Thiruvananthapuram.



4

TIMES CITY

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

FRIDAY, MAY 23, 2025

CITY SH

Think you know your city inside out?

Or have the perfect line for everyday chaos?
Scan the QR code, tell us the spot — or
suggest a caption. One winner gets a

500 Barbeque Nation voucher*, every day!

Contest open till 3pm. *T&C apply

“ATENG.

3 YEARS. 1 POTHOLE. THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN: Which
children's hospital in Delhi greets you with a water hazard?
Scan the QR code and enter the name of this spot

#=-8 Yesterday's winning caption: When you're
—— 99% sure you can make it... and 100% wrong
Winner: Anurag Munjal (Voucher will be sent by email)
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Mega job fair in July to offer
opportunities to skilled youth

New Delhi: Delhi govt will organise a mega job fair in July this year
to provide employment to the youth. Delhi employment minister
Kapil Mishra held a meeting on Thursday to form a strategy to hold
the fair and to establish coordination among departments and
industrial organisations. In a statement, Mishra said a common
platform will be created where job-seeking youth and recruiting
institutions can interact. “It was decided that information letters or
emails will be sent to industry bodies such as FICCI, Dalit Indian
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Cll, and PHD Chamber of
Commerce, besides the department of training and technical
education, the department of higher education, Delhi Skill and
Entrepreneurship University, the vocational branch of the education
department, colleges and institutions under GGSIPU, as well as
potential job-providing institutions such as hotels and hospitals, for
the collection of data related to both employers and jobh-seeking
youth,” govt said in a statement. The minister also directed officials
to collect information on student placements and companies from
all technical institutions and universities under the departments of
education, training and technical education and higher education. A
meeting will be held next week with all departments and
institutions for detailed discussions, Tnn

I Share Of anate Colleges nghest
In Bengaluru, Lowest In Kolkata

Of every 100 colleges in the national capital, as many
as 67 are private entities. Bengaluru tops the list with
the share of the private sector being 84%

Private unaided colleges as share of total colleges (%)
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MAIN GOAL: FELL TREES
ONLY WHEN NECESSARY

What's Changed

Earlier, CEC's nod was needed
only for trees in Ridge areas

New Delhi: Delhi govt has
notified its new standard ope-
rating procedure for tree fel-
ling and transplantation un-
der the Delhi Preservation of
Trees Act. Unlike earlier
when tree officers of the fo-
rest and wildlife department
reviewed all applications for
tree felling and transplanta-
tion, under the new SOP it is
mandatory for the Central
Empowered Committee
(CEC), appointed by the Su-
preme Court, to review all re-
quests for felling 50 or more
trees. In Delhi, five trees are
chopped down every hour,
This condition was modifi-
ed following the orders of the
Supreme Court and Delhi

What The New SOP Says
Tree Officer's Authority

Can approve felling/
transplantation of up to 49 trees

For 50 Or More Trees

Needs approval from Central
Empowered Committee (CEC),
appointed by Supreme Court

lllegal Tree Felling

If 50+ trees are felled illegally,
the tree officer must notify CEC
within 24 hours

What Is DPTA

allowed when necessary

Defines a “tree"” as any woody
supported by a trunk

Now, applies citywide for larger numbers

Delhi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994
Objective: Preserve trees; felling only

“Felling" includes cutting, uprooting,
bulldozing, burning, or any damage

In Delhi,
five trees
are cut
every hour

plant

TREE FELLING / TRANSPLANTATION PROCESS

CEC Review |
(for 50+ trees) |

CEC reviews
application, objections,
and site assessment

May: Approve |

High Court. However, tree offi-
cers will continue to grant per- e . p—
missions for felling or trans- Py — f_ L | |
plantation of 49 or fewer trees. ‘( 1)) Oh'm“"? V i i @
Earlier, CEC permission was 7 L 't-}ﬂgfi'ﬂiﬁ’ﬂlngz \/ Decision
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The SOP was submitted to SENE! Appucaiion utho *EE objections Tree officer Officer
Delhi High Court recently; l' J " Submit Tree Officer To CEC if 50+ vicits and categorises
but the court asked the forest request via sends application | t.o6c involved 35585565 trees to
department to also be invol- DPTA e-Forest | to MCD/NDMC/ . whether felling | De saved,
ved in the planning stage of portal with DDA/Cantonment | T0tree officer is justified transplanted,
infrastructure projects to en- necessary Board if fewer than 50 : or felled
sure that trees weren't unne- documents STEP Must aim to STEP
cessarily impacted. N\ Save as many 2 Y /
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me Court appointed CEC to re- o

Reject | Partly
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Day after storm, temperatures
drop and air quality improves

New Delhi: Delhi recorded a
significant drop in temperatu-
re and improved air quality on
Thursday, following a thun-
derstorm and hailstorm that
hitthecity late Wednesday eve-
ning. The maximum tempera-
ture fell to 34.7 degrees Celsius
— 81X degrees below normal
andasharp drop from40.7 deg-
rees Celsius a day earlier. The
minimum also dipped by 10
degreesto20.8degrees Celsius.

Humidity ranged between
51% and 100%, but gusty winds
up to 15 kmph helped keep dis-
comfort levels in check.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has issued
a vellow alert for Friday and
Saturday, warning of thun-
derstorms, light rain, and

strong winds. A cvclonic circu-
lation over Punjab and nearby
areas may draw in moisture
from the Arabian Sea, fuelling
further thunderstorm activity.

The IMD forecasts partly
cloudy skies, with possiblera-
in and dust-raising winds in
the even‘mgs

Delhi’s air quality impro-
ved from poor to moderate,
with the AQI dropping from
213 to 119, Preventive measu-
res under Stage 1 of the Gra-
ded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) have been activated,
including anti-smog guns,
mechanised road cleaning,
and waste removal.

The AQI is expected to re-
main in the moderate range
from May 23 to May 25. t™n

down 50 or more treesin thecity.
The apex court emphasised the
urgent requirement to protect
the capital's diminishing green
cover and expressed concern at
the tree authorities' ineffective-
ness in enforcing the Trees Act.

In May, Delhi High Court stated
that any tree felling request in-
volving 50 or more trees had to
be approved by CEC.

The modified SOP also in-
volves CEC in illegal chopping
of 50 or more trees. “In case of

any illicit felling of 50 or more
trees, CEC will be informed by
the tree officer within 24 hours
of receipt of such informa-
tion,” states the SOP.

A forest official said the
SOP aimed to establish trans-

parency and a structured
framework for tree removal
activities. “Since numerous
cases concerning tree felling
are ongoing in both the high
court and Supreme Court, the
courts in the past have asked

for an SOP to be prepared. The
new SOP clearly states CEC's
approval is required for pro-
jects needing felling of 50 or
more trees,” the official said.
According to thenew SOP,
on receiving a request for fel-

= Fall In Line: SC Panel To Vet Cuts Or
Transplants Of More Than 50 Trees

CHOP STOP: Govt Issues New SOP; Tree Officer Must Inform CEC Of Mass Felling Within 24 Hrs

ling of trees, the tree officer,
after visiting the site, will de-
cide whether the felling or
trans-location of the trees as
sought by the applicant is ne-
cessary. The tree officers will
make an effort to save as ma-
ny trees as possible. “The tree
officer will carefully exami-
ne and inspect all the trees in
the project area to arrive at
the bare minimum number
of trees to be felled/trans-
planted,” states the SOP.

CEC too will carefully con-
sider the applications and all
relevant aspects and will deci-
(le whether the permission de-
served to be granted or whet-
her any modification was re-
quired to the permission or
the terms and conditions im-
posed while permitting the fel-
ling. The SOPs also have the
concurrence of CEC on the
matter of felling or transplan-
ting 50 or more trees, the gazet-
te notification said.

“The forest department’s
SOP isn't introducing anvt-
hing new. The procedures for
projects involving 50 or more
trees have already been clearly
outlined by the Supreme Co-
urt,” said eco activist Bhavre-
en Kandhari, who has filed ca-
ses in the apex and high courts
seeking protection of trees.
“What is being overlooked is
the tree officer’slegal duty tois-
sue a reasoned speaking order,
regardless of whether the case
is referred to CEC or not. That
responsibility cannot be mea-
ningfully fulfilled when the de-
partment lacks the staft, reso-
urces and technical support ne-
eded by tree officers to properly
assess felling applications.”

RWA alleges drinking water MCD issues dos and don’ts for

contamination in Janakpuri,
NGT orders surprise check

“CPCB had informed DJB officials:
therefore, desilting by deputing asu-
per suction machine to artificially
lower the sewer load and temporari-
ly suppress cross contamination
was done to manipulate water quali-
ty in the test results by DJB officials
on April 27 and 28. Therefore, these
samples may not reflect the correct
position,” NGT was informed.

He also said one of the residents
was hospitalised and it was found
that he was suffering from Hepati-
tisAandE.

“The supply of drinking water,
which is unfit for the residents of
the city, is very serious matter, but
ignoring such a seriousness, DJB
has not taken expeditious action to
remediateitand CPCB hasnotdone
the needful to get the water sample
report expeditiously in terms of
the previous order of the tribunal,”
said the bench headed by Justice
Prakash Shriavastava.

The bench directed CPCB to fol-
low NGT's previous order and take
fresh samples from 10 earlier and 10
new locations. It has been told to
analyse the samples expeditiously
particularly for fecal coliform E-co-
li and submit both reports before
the next date of hearing.

Though DJB had claimed that it
took corrective action, NGT obser-
ved that until the water wasfound to
befitfordrinking, itcouldn’tbesaid
that corrective action was taken.

Priyangi.Agarwal@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has directed Central Pol-
lution Control Board to collect and
analyse drinking water samples
from 10 homes in Janakpuri's A
block without informing Delhi Jal
Board or any other agency.

NGT is hearing a plea from the
residents welfare association in A-1
block, which claimed that the area
was not receiving fresh drinking
water that met the requisite norms.

RWA alleged that DJB was
supplving sewage-mixed drinking
watertothem.Itclaimedthatthe se-
wage line in the area had been
blocked, resulting in corrosion of
the pipelines supplving the fresh
water, and consequently untreated
sewage was getting mixed with the
drinking water supplied through
the pipelines,

On April 8, NGT directed CPCB
to collect tap water samples from 10
houses in the affected area and sub-
mit the test report before the next
date of hearing. “More than two we-
eks have passed... the counsel appe-
aring for CPCB stated that samples
are under analysis,” said NGT in
the recent May 14 order, which was
shared on Thursdayv.

However, the counsel appearing
for the applicant claimed that CPCB
had collected the sampleson April 29
and informed DJB in advance.

emergency contact

such as flowerpots,

maged trees within

IDs such

Vibha.Sharma@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In view of the increa-
sing incidents of thunderstorms,
tree damage and uprooting, Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) has
issued an advisory to resident welfa-
re associations (RWAs), offering

outlining preventive measures.
According to the MCD (central
zone) advisory issued May 20, resi-
dents have been asked to avoid stan-
ding near trees or electric poles and
to secure or remove loose items,

sheets, from balconies or rooftops
during thunderstorms.

With the pre-monsoon showers lik-
ely to hit the city next month, the civic
body has asked residents not to park
vehicles under trees or unstable struc-
tures. Residents should keep emer-
cgency supplies like flashlights, char-
gers and first-aid kitsready, it stated. It
also requested RWAS to use notice bo-
ardsand various communication met-
hods to keep residents updated.

Information about fallen or da-

must be shared with MCD immedia-
tely through contact numbers, email
as adhenzsdme@gma-
il.com, or MCD control room helpli-
ne numbers such as 011-29812700/
29812228, the civic body said.

“The report should include the ex-
act location, a photo of the fallen tree,
and the name and contact number of

Tarun Rawat

numbers and

boards and tin

storm preparedness tree safety

One uf the two giant trees that fell near ITO after thE stnrm on Wednesday night

RWA premises

the reporting person. Priority should
be given to locations where the fallen
treeisblocking access orposing a safe-
ty hazard. The RWAs should take the
advisory seriously and ensure the sa-
fety of residents,” the advisory said.
A separate departmental circular
mandates the deployment of a team
of gardeners and a supervisor from
the horticulture department in each
of the 12 zones during the monsoon to
handle tree-related emergencies.
“They work under the deputy com-
missioners’ offices, and the roster is
already divided, especially for days
when an alert is issued by IMD. Garde-
nersare being trained on proper hand-
ling and maintenance of chainsaws,

as well as safety precautions to be fol-
lowed. Trucks are also engaged in
each zone to lift fall trees and broken
branches during heavy rains or
storms,” said an MCD official.

During the training, the garde-
ners were briefed about the new SOPs
circulated by the forest department
for tree-pruning activities. “The key
points included guidelines for identi-
fying branches suitable for pruning,
permissible limits of pruning as per
the SOP and documentation and app-
roval process,” stated MCD.

After a thunderstorm followed
by rainon Wednesday, MCD received
53 complaints of falling branches or
uprooting from all 12 zones.

Gone with the wind? Why solution lies in going to root of the problem

Kushagra.Dixit
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Three severe thun-
derstorms on May 2, 18 and
May 21 uprooted or damaged
more than 350 trees. In the
storm that struck the city on
Wednesday, a treefell ona 22-ve-
ar-old man, killing him. On all
three days, the winds reached
speeds of up to 80kmph and
caused havoc in many loca-
tions across the city While the
easy answer for the widespre-
ad tree damage is the strength
of the winds, horticulture offi-
cials and environmental acti-
vists say inadequate arboreal
maintenance, improper plan-
tation practices and concreti-
sation of the base of trees are
alsosignificant factors.

Three vears ago, in May
2022, Delhi High Court in-
structed all three civic bodies
and govt agencies like Delhi
Development Authority and
Public Works Department to
establish tree ambulances and
engage arbaorists for tree pre-
servation and surgical needs.
The recent storms proved this
hasn'tbeen done and claims of
compliance, the ground reali-
ty is quite different.

Horticulturists  identify
problems with tree plantation
along avenues, species selec-
tion, planting locations and
concretisation. “The prime is-
sue is the lack of a study on
tree health in Delhi or the sui-

tability of trees for specific
areas,” said tree expert Pradip
Krishen. “Speaking from ex-
perience, we don't learn the
lessons and don’t plant appro-
priate species. For example,
mango needs moisture, so it
doesn't belong to the Delhi eco-
system. Trees like neem,
which proliferate in Delhi, ha-
ve dense canopies that act like
a ship’s sail and resist winds,
causing them to break during
storms. Horticulture officials
must consider these.”
APWDofficialadmitted to
hasty and unplanned planta-
tion, confiding that they were
often under pressure to imple-
mentdecisions without consi-
dering expert advice. “We are
often asked to plant trees of 10-
12 ft when the ideal height is
-5 feet,” an official said. “To
make them grow taller in nur-
series, the tap root, which
strengthens the trunk, is of-
ten chopped. They grow and
seem healthy because adven-
titious roots feed them. but
they don’'t have strength to
withstand strong winds. The-
re are many examples across
the city, including the planta-
tion near the high court.”
The official added, “Yes,
there was a proposal to get
ireeambulances, butasfaras
we know, there are none in
PWD or CPWD so far.” New
Delhi Municipal Council offi-
cials claimed to have two am-
bulances and Municipal Cor-

UNABLE TO WEATHER THE STORM
) oy

At least At least Peak winds reached
Over 250

trees fell or 50 trees 53 trees | around 80 h“‘fh

were damaged  fell or were fellor were | Trees also fell in areas
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poration of Delhi reported 12
ambulances, which also ser-
ve as transport vehicles.

NDMC, whose tree ambu-
lance was taken as the model,
1s In the process of procuring
two new ones, the one opera-
tional ambulance having be-
en retired a few vears ago.
Verhaen Khanna, trustee,
New Delhi Nature Society;
commented, “The tree ambu-
lances did some good work in
the past, but I haven’t seen
them for a long time, The peo-
ple of Delhi are paying taxes
and one of the services they
expect is the tree ambulan-
ces. But we're not seeing any
action on the ground.”

The agencies should have
saved every fallen tree, said
Khanna. The civic bodies bla-
med the falls to weak roots
but acknowledged lacking an
arborist. “Many of the av-
enue trees are weak, hollow
or infested. We inject many
trees with pesticide and even
conduct surgery to give them
strength,” an MCD horticul-
turist claimed. “While we
prefer the peepal and banvan
speciesfortheirhighersurvi-
val or regeneration, the pro-
blem is that trees were plan-
ted without much considera-
tion of speciesand area.”

Experts identified the ci-
tv'srocky terrain as a signifi-
cant cause of weak root sy-
stems. Eco activists added
that poor management ex-

acerbated the natural woes.
“Permissiontofell trees isea-
sy to get, but when it comes to
protecting a tree, monitoring
its health and treating its di-
seases, the process continues
tobedistantanddelaved,” no-
ted activist Bhavreen Kand-
hari. “The fact that tree am-
bulances, mandated by the
high court, are still nowhere
in sight shows contempt and
reflects the authorities' lack
of urgency and commitment
to safeguarding our dwind-
ling tree cover. The damage
wrought by the recent storms
1s a clear sign of poor tree he-
alth in the city.”

The MCD official pointed
out that very large trees have
been planted insomeresiden-
tial areas, where renovation
of buildings often necessita-
te removal of trees or cemen-
ting their base. He also said
no safe distance has been ma-
intained between the trees.

S Chellaiah, horticulture
director, NDMC, admitted
that in the absence of arbo-
rists, much needed pruning
was hampered and that untra-
ined workers were managing
the city's trees. He said the ci-
ty needed a tree census asa gu-
ide to an action plan that co-
uld help preventthe widespre-
ad damage to trees during
high winds and storms.

“It's not just trees by the
roadsides that fell. Many tre-
es were uprooted in spaces

like Nehru Park,” said Chel-
laiah. “Uprooting or bran-
ches breakingoff happendue
to three reasons. One, the soil
profile could be weak, which
means rocky soil that doesn’t
allow the roots to spread and
grow. Second, due to physio-
logical reasons the trunk and
roots become hollow. Third,
wrapping the tree bases in
concrete distorts root and
shoot proportions.”

Stressing on long delayed
pruning to lighten the tree ca-
nopy, he said the civic bodies'
horticulture departiments had
their hands tied by acts and re-
quirement of legal complian-
ce. 'I’the are worsened by the
unavs h}htyof professional
arborists. “The contractors
are not trained in arboricultu-
re practices. They don't even
treat the pruned areas with
medicines to prevent fungal or
other infection of the exposed
spotsthat can hollow the trunk
out or decay the tissues.”

Thenorthernregionof the
capitalissemi-arid withsandy
soil, making termite infesta-
tion a big problem for trees.
Concretisation also stops wa-
ter percolating down to the ro-
ots. So many trees in Delhi,
while appearing green and he-
althy from the outside, are ac-
tually weak inside and get
uprooted easily, And every ti-
me a storm hits the city, they
topple over, causing other col-
lateral damage in the process.
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