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COUNTER POINT

Max: 33.0OC
Min: 24.4OC 
RH: 49%
Rainfall: Nil

Forecast: Overcast Clouds.
Max/Min 

temp. 33/24 ºC

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE
Vishwavasu: Uttarayana

Tithi: Jyeshta Bahula Navami till
9.47 am

Star: Hasta till 2.38 pm
Varjyam: Revathi till 9.41 pm

Durmuhurtam: 8.23 am to 9.15
am; 12.44 pm to 1.36 pm

Rahukalam: 10.30 am to 12 noon
HIJRI CALENDAR

Zulhijjah 23,1446 H
PRAYERS

Fajar: 04.32 am
Zohar: 12.27 pm

Asar: 04.54  pm
Maghrib: 6.58 pm

Isha: 8.15 pm
SUNRISE TOMORROW 05.42 AM

SUNSET TODAY 18.52 PM
MOONRISE  00.56 AM

MOONSET 13.40 PM

SC tells K’taka to
act against thugs

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Thursday directed
the Karnataka government

to act against those obstru-
cting the release of Kamal

Haasan starrer Thug Life in
the state, underlining that a
movie, stand-up comedy or

a poem’s recital can't be
stopped on the grounds of

hurt sentiments.

■Full report on Page 10

ED probes Bihar
scam in cop jobs
New Delhi: The Enforcem-

ent Directorate on Thursday
conducted multi-state raids

in connection with a
money-laundering probe

into an alleged scam in the
recruitment of police con-

stables in Bihar during
2023. The agency’s sleuths
searched a dozen locations

of private entities like
agents, syndicate members.

■Full report on Page 10

Sonia Gandhi 
discharged 

New Delhi: Congress
Parliamentary Party chair-

person and former AICC
president Sonia Gandhi was
discharged from Sir Ganga

Ram Hospital here on
Thursday, four days after

she was admitted for a
stomach-related issue, the
hospital said. The 78-year-
old leader had been under
medical care since June 15
for an abdominal infection.

■ Full report on Page 10

IN BRIEFS

SRIDHAR 
KUMARASWAMI | DC
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

Pro-Khalistan elements are
using Canada to fund and
plan violence in India and
it is this extremism that is
driving Indian “foreign
interference” activities in
Canada (to counter it), the
Canadian Security Intellig-
ence Service (CSIS) says in
its latest report. It added
that transnational repres-
sion “plays a central role in
India’s activity in Canada”.

The Canadian intelli-
gence report has admitted,
perhaps for the first time,
the extremist activities of
pro-Khalistan elements in
that country, which comes
as a vindication of India's
stand on the efforts of such

elements to foment vio-
lence in Punjab. 

It may be noted that such
activities also fall under
the category of “transna-

tional crime” that both
countries have to cooperate
in combating.

This also comes hours
after Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and
Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney held talks on
the sidelines of the G-7 sum-
mit at Kananaskis, Alberta,
on Wednesday and decided
to take steps to rebuild and
reset bilateral ties between
the two nations. 

“Since the mid-1980s, the
politically motivated vio-
lent extremism threat in
Canada has manifested pri-
marily through Canada-
based Khalistani extrem-
ists (CBKEs) seeking to use
and support violent means
to create an independent
nation state called Khal-
istan, largely within Pun-
jab, India”, the CSIS said,
according to media reports.

■Pg 10: Khalistan extremists
used Canada: CSIS

Khalistanis fomenting
trouble in India: Canada

L. VENKAT
RAM REDDY I DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

The Central government
has agreed to convene a
meeting between Chief
Ministers A. Revanth
Reddy of Telangana and
N. Chandrababu Naidu
Andhra Pradesh to delib-
erate on the contentious
Godavari-Banakacharla
link project being taken
up by Andhra Pradesh.
Union jal shakti minis-
ter C.R. Patil conveyed
this assurance to
Revanth Reddy and irri-
gation minister N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy when they
met him in New Delhi on
Thursday. During the
hour-long meeting, Patil
assured the Telangana
delegation that a tripar-
tite meeting involving
the Chief Ministers of
the two states would
soon be organised.

■Page 9: GWDT omits flood
and surplus waters: CM

TG delegation opposes AP’s unilateral project

Centre lines up CMs’
meet on Banakacharla Canadian intel report vindicates India’s stand against Khalistanis

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Croatian counter-
part Andrej Plenkovic lay a wreath at the Monument to the
Homeland in Zagreb, Croatia. —PTI

CM A. Revanth Reddy offers a bouquet to British 
ex-PM Tony Blair in New Delhi on Thursday as minister
Uttam Kumar Reddy looks on.  — BY ARRANGEMENT

● The Banakacharla project violates Godavari
Water Disputes Tribunal (GWDT) award and the
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act.

● AP is proceeding
with the link project

without securing appr-
ovals from the Central

Water Commission,
Godavari River tribunal.

● GWDT award does not
mention “flood waters”
or “surplus waters”, on
which AP project is
based, as legal cat-
egories for allocation.

TELANGANA’S STAND

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

Hours after talking to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the phone and
meeting Pakistan Army
Chief Field Marshal Asim
Munir at the White House
for lunch, United States

President Donald Trump
conceded before the media
for the first time that it was
both India and Pakistan
that “decided: to halt their
military confrontation last
month.

■ Pg 10: Trump discusses
Iran with Pakistan

DC CORRESPONDENT
with agencies input
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

In a significant step tow-
ards creating obstruc-
tion free airspace near
airports, the ministry of
civil aviation (MoCA)
has notified draft rules
and regulations to keep
the ‘buffer zone’ near air-
ports free of obstructions
from buildings, tower
erections and tall planta-
tions. 

The rules come nearly
a week after the crash of
an Air India Boeing 787
Dreamliner in Ahm-
edabad.

■ Pg 10: Height violation
may lead to enforcement

Tall buildings
near airports
face hammer

PRATHYUSH 
NALLELLA I DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

Although the United States’
state department resumed
scheduling interviews for
F, M and J student visas, a
new requirement from the
country has sparked signif-
icant outrage among appli-
cants: social media accou-
nts must now be set to “pub-
lic” so that consular offi-
cers can review the online
activity of applicants.

The directive from the US
state department (DoS),
after resuming the visa
interview scheduling
process, has also stated that

all personal social media
profiles of the visa appli-
cant must be set to public
during the visa process.

The US Department of
State has remarked that

closed or private accounts
will be seen as potential red
flags for hiding informa-
tion, and could result in
extra scrutiny or even
rejection. 

The American officials
explained that this man-
date is to detect “hostile
attitudes towards US cul-
ture, government or its
institutions”.

The move has caused frus-
tration among students
across India.

R. Akshay, a Hyderabad
based student who is plan-
ning on going to the United
States for his Masters, said
“They have no right to
check my personal social
media! It feels like every
online post is under a
microscope.”  

■ Page 7: Students slam 
US social media move

Students express outrage over US visa directiveEAGLE | EYE

US to students: Make SM public
U.S. VISA RULE CHANGE SPARKS OUTRAGE

RAKESH K. SINGH I DC
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

A three-judge panel
appointed by the
Supreme Court, which
conducted an inquiry
into the alleged recovery
of cash from the house of
former Delhi High Court
judge Justice Yashwant
Varma, has revealed that
he and his family mem-
bers had “covert or
active control” over the
storeroom where the
cash was allegedly
stashed.

In its 64-page report,
the panel also held that
the judge’s “misconduct”
was serious enough to
seek his removal. 

Acting on the report,

former Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna had
written to President
Droupadi Murmu and
Prime Minister Nare-
ndra Modi recommend-
ing the judge’s impeac-
hment.

The three-judge
Supreme Court panel
headed by Punjab and
Haryana High Court
Chief Justice Sheel Nagu
conducted the inquiry
for 10 days, examined 55
witnesses and visited the
scene of the accidental
fire that started at
around 11.35 pm on
March 14 at the official
residence of Justice Va-
rma, who has since been
transferred to the parent
Allahabad High Court.

SC panel indicts
Justice Varma

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

Grappling with enhanced
inspections and air space
closure due to ongoing
Israel-Iran conflict, Air
India has announced a 15
per cent reduction in its
international flights
operated with widebody
planes till mid-July. 

The airline that has
been facing disruptions
in its international oper-
ations, especially with
the ongoing safety checks
of B787-8/9 aircraft after
the June 12 crash in
Ahmedabad, will under-

take enhanced safety
checks on its Boeing 777
fleet as well as a matter of
added precaution.

“Temporary route cur-
tailment due to the geopo-
litical tensions in the
Middle East, night cur-
few in the airspaces of
many countries in
Europe and East Asia,
the ongoing enhanced
safety inspections, and
also the necessary cau-
tious approach being
taken by the engineering
staff and Air India pilots,
there have been certain
disruptions in our inter-
national operations over

the last 6 days leading to
a total of 83 cancella-
tions,” the Tata Group-
owned airline said.

“Given the compound-
ing circumstances that
AI is facing, to ensure sta-
bility of our operations,
better efficiency and to
minimise inconvenience
to passengers, Air India
has decided to reduce its
international services on
wide body aircraft by 15
per cent for the next few
weeks,” the statement
said. 

■ Pg 10: Air India flight
cuts will apply till mid-July 

Air India slashes 15% int’l
flights, enhances checks

Trump in U-turn says India,
Pak talks secured ceasefire 

Dubai, Calgary, June 19:
US special envoy Steve
Witkoff and Iranian for-
eign minister Abbas
Araqchi have spoken by
phone several times since
Israel began its strikes on
Iran last week, in a bid to
find a diplomatic end to the
crisis, three diplomats told

Reuters. According to the
diplomats, who asked not
to be identified due to the
sensitivity of the matter,
Araqchi said Tehran wou-
ld not return to negotiatio-
ns unless Israel stopped
the attacks.

■Full report on Page 13

Amid Israeli bombing, Iran
opens peace talks with US

● Social media accounts must
be public for student visa
applicants, says US State
Department.
● Privacy Concerns Rise Among
Indian Students
● Applicants fear rejection over
personal posts; many call the
rule invasive and unfair.

● US Embassy: Visa
a Privilege, Not

Right
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India-England Test
series kicks off today 

SRK gives a nod to
Mythri Movie Makers

TABLOID
Russia warns US of
military intervention
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Music programmes by
Pragnika Foundation
Time: 6 pm
Venue: Ravindra Bharathi
Tum, Main Aur Ishq:
Poetry by Ashish Bagrecha
Time: 6 pm
Venue: KLN Prasad
Auditorium
Cine Sangeet Vibhavari by
RK Entertainers
Time: 10 am
Venue: Sri Thyagaraja
Gana Sabha
Gaurav Kapoor Live: Stand-
up Comedy
Time: 6 pm
Venue: Shilpakala Vedika
Anaganaga: Story-telling
for children

Time: 7 pm
Venue: Our Sacred Space
Theatre acting workshop
Time: 7 pm
Venue: Samahaara
Metro Medley: World
Music Day
Time: till June 24, 5-7 pm
Venue: Ameerpet,
Dilshuknagar, Durgam
Cheruvu, Kukatpally,
MGBS, Parade Grounds
and Uppal stations
COMING UP NEXT:
Sri Veturi Sundararama
Murthy’s  Srikakolanu
Chinnadi
Time: June 26, 6.30 pm
Venue: Ravindra Bharathi
Paropakar-Art for
Education: Fundraising art
exhibition
Time: June 21, 22, 10 am
Venue: The Culinary
Lounge, Jubilee Hills
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MRITTIKA BANERJEE I DC 
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

Actor and director Adivi
Sesh has written to Dr
Abhijit Mitra, chairman
of the Committee for
Control and Supervision
of Experiments on
Animals (CCSEA), ask-
ing that all animals held
by Palamur Biosciences
Pvt Ltd. be rescued and
provided new homes. His
letter follows a whistle-
blower-led exposé by
PETA India that revealed
alleged abuse of beagles,
rhesus macaques and
minipigs at the drug-test-
ing facility.

The CCSEA, a central
government body, has co-
nstituted an emergency
committee to inspect the
premises following the
PETA India report.

“I earnestly urge you to
stop Palamur Bioscien-
ces Pvt Ltd from using or
breeding animals and to
take steps to ensure the
surviving animals are
sent to loving homes and
reputed sanctuaries,”
Sesh wrote, adding, “The
world is moving away fr-
om the use of animals in
experiments and toward
modern non-animal
means, and so must we.”

On Wednesday, the Boo-
thpur police registereda
a first information report
(FIR) against Palamur
Biosciences Pvt. Ltd cit-
ing killing and maiming
of animals in the compa-
ny’s custody, causing
irreversible damage and
violating protocols noti-
fied by the Animal
Welfare Board of India.

PETA India’s investiga-

tion, released last week,
describes overcrowding,
violent handling, untr-
eated injuries and unlaw-
ful killings. Beagles were
crammed into cages in
groups of three or four
despite the space being
designed for two. Dogs
fought over food and spa-
ce, which led to torn ears
and infected wounds
that, according to
whistleblowers, were left
untreated. Staff report-
edly kicked the animals
and slammed cage doors
on them. Some dogs were
said to have suffered frac-
tures.

PETA India has filed
complaints with the CC-
SEA, Central Drugs Sta-
ndard Control Organ-
isation and the National
GLP Compliance Monito-
ring Authority. 

The group is seeking
cancellation of
Palamur’s licence, prose-
cution of those res-
ponsible and rehabilita-
tion of surviving ani-
mals.

Adivi Sesh backs
PETA exposé, wants
all animals rescued

HC fines GHMC, HMDA for Rolling Hills layout revision
L. RAVICHANDER
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

Justice C.V. Bhaskar Reddy
of the Telangana High
Court struck down the con-
troversial revised layout
plan for the upscale Rolling
Hills residential communi-
ty in Gachibowli and
imposed exemplary costs on
the civic authorities and
developers involved. The
court directed the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) and
Hyderabad Metropolitan
Development Authority
(HMDA) to pay `1 lakh each
and Patel Engineering
Limited and PBSR

Developers Pvt. Ltd. to pay
`2 lakh each. The amounts
are to be deposited in the
Armed Forces Battle
Casualties Welfare Fund
within four weeks.

Justice Bhaskar
Reddy was hearing
two writ petitions
— one filed by
S a t t i r a j u
Venkateswarlu
and others, and
another by the
Rolling Hills House
Owners Association —
challenging the GHMC and
HMDA’s approval of a
revised layout that altered
open spaces and community
amenities. The original lay-

out, sanctioned in 2004 for
an 18.14-acre gated commu-
nity in Gachibowli, had
been sold to individual buy-
ers who built and occupied
101 independent villas. The

designated park area
(8,833 sq.yds) and

amenities zone
(1,742 sq. yds) were
handed over to the
civic bodies and
maintained by the

residents.
Years later, the devel-

oper, in coordination with
GHMC and HMDA, revised
the layout in April 2013,
January 2015 and November
2017 — claiming to reallo-
cate open space by merging

land from adjacent Sy. No.
32. The residents raised
objections when attempts
were made to demolish a
compound wall and modify
common areas. The peti-
tioners first approached a
civil court and later moved
the High Court, arguing
that their vested rights were
being violated without due
process. They cited
Condition No. 12 of the orig-
inal permit, which explicit-
ly barred any post-approval
alterations.

In a 30-page judgment,
Justice Bhaskar Reddy
found that officials had
ignored statutory safe-
guards and allowed illegal

changes despite the resi-
dents occupying the layout
for over a decade. He
referred to Supreme Court
rulings to affirm that collu-
sion between officials and
developers cannot override
the rights of lawful home-
owners.

Rejecting the respondents’
argument of delay and lach-
es, the court observed that
residents acted promptly
upon discovering the physi-
cal consequences of the
revised layout. The judge
warned that condoning
such manipulations could
open the floodgates to simi-
lar violations across urban
layouts.

EVENTS 
TODAYTODAY

Adivi Sesh 

Red light: Plane to
Tirupati returns
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

A Hyderabad to Tirupati
SpiceJet flight returned
to the city shortly after
take-off on Thursday
morning due to a warn-
ing light indicating a
potential issue with
the rear baggage
door.

Flight SG 2696,
operated by a
Q400 aircraft,
took off from
Hyderabad Air-
port at 6.19 am and
was scheduled to
land in Tirupati at 7.40
am. The aircraft turned
back mid-air to the Rajiv
Gandhi International
Airport (RGIA) as a pre-
cautionary measure after
the warning light started
glowing.

According to SpiceJet,
the aircraft experienced

an intermittent warning
light for the aft (rear)
baggage door after take-
off, although cabin pres-
sure remained normal
throughout the flight.
“The AFT baggage door
warning light came on
intermittently after take-

off. Though cabin
pressure remained

normal, the
pilots chose to
return to
Hyderabad as a
precaution,” a

S p i c e J e t
s p o k e s p e r s o n

said.
The aircraft landed

safely and all passengers
were deplaned without
incident. The airline clar-
ified that it was not an
emergency landing and
that an alternate aircraft
was being arranged to
complete the journey to
Tirupati.

● ACTOR ADIVI Sesh
said the world is moving
away from the use of
animals in experiments
and toward modern non-
animal means, and so
must we.

VIOLATION OF RIGHTS
ROLLING Hills

House Owners
Association chal-

lenges HMDA and
GHMC’s approval of

a revised layout
plan that altered
open spaces and

amenities.

8,833 
sq.yd park
area and

1,742 sq. yd
amenities

zone 
transferred 

to civic 
bodies.

ORIGINAL LAYOUT sanc-
tioned in 2004 for a resi-
dential gated community,
sold to buyers who con-
structed and occupied 101
independent villas.

A DECADE LATER, the developer, in 
collaboration with GHMC and HMDA,
revised the layout, claiming to adjust the
open spaces by merging land from 
adjacent Sy. No. 32.

JUSTICE BHASKAR REDDY strikes down revised lay-
out plan. He imposed an exemplary cost of `1 lakh
each on GHMC and HMDA, and `2 lakh each on
Patel Engineering Ltd. and PBSR Developers Pvt. Ltd.

Petitioners raised
alarm when attempts were
made to demolish a com-
pound wall and alter com-

munity spaces.



SHORT TAKES
KALESHWARAM

WAS CABINET
DECISION: ETALA

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

BJP MP Etala Rajendar reaf-
firmed that the decision to
construct the Kaleshwaram
Project was a Cabinet decision,
not a unilateral move by for-
mer chief minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao. He said
he could provide all support-
ing evidence to back this
claim.Responding to Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy’s
remarks on the project,
Rajendar, finance minister in
the BRS Cabinet when the
Kaleshwaran scheme was
built, questioned how such a
major initiative could have
proceeded without Cabinet
approval.“Some leaders are
trying to create unrest by
spreading misinformation.
Every decision is ratified by
the Cabinet. I am ready to
hand over all documents relat-
ed to Kaleshwaram to the
media. KCR always insisted
that departmental matters be
presented before the Cabinet
before any final decision. If
this is not true, I am prepared
to face the consequences,” he
averred. Rajendar emphasised
the need to separate the pro-
ject’s construction from any
corruption allegations. He
clarified that the BJP opposed
profiteering under the guise of
development. The BJP contin-
ues to demand a CBI probe to
expose all individuals involved
in the Kaleshwaram scam.
While supporting the project’s
construction, the party oppos-
es awarding contracts without
tenders and turning such proj-
ects into money-making
ATMs. “If the Congress gov-
ernment has the courage, it
should act on the available
reports and repair the dam-
aged piers,” he said.

Recalling the origins of the
Telangana movement, he said
it was driven by demands for
fair access to irrigation water,
funds, and government jobs.
After state formation, complet-
ing irrigation projects became
a top priority. He questioned
why the Pranahita-Chevella
project remained incomplete
during the five years when
Congress was in power.
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M. SRINIVAS I DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Thursday made
presentation on Telangana
Rising 2047 to British for-
mer prime minister Tony
Blair, who took particular
interest in flagship initia-
tives like Bharat Future
City, Young India Skills
University and Young India
Sports University.  

The state government and
the Tony Blair Institute for
Global Change exchanged a
letter of intent for partner-
ing in the Telangana Rising
vision development and
implementation. 

In his interaction with
Blair during his visit to
Delhi, Revanth Reddy spoke
of the key highlights of
Telangana Rising including
the plan to grow the state’s
GDP from $200 billion cur-
rently to $1 trillion by 2035,
and $3 trillion by 2047. He
explained that this would be
achieved through a plethora
of strategic and tactical pol-

icy interventions, including
creating a services-focused
zones inside the ORR and
China+1 manufacturing
zone between the ORR and
Regional Ring Road (RRR).

Key elements of
‘Telangana Rising 2047’
would be unveiled publicly
on the second anniversary
of the state government on
December 9. The govern-
ment’s focus would be on
rapid massive infrastruc-
ture projects including RRR
and Regional Ring Railway,
radial roads between RRR
and ORR. 

A dry port, dedicated con-
nectivity to a sea port in AP,
Metro Rail expansion in
Hyderabad, airports in
Warangal and Adilabad,
Musi rejuvenation were the
other initiatives, Revanth
Reddy said. The former
British PM has started the
Tony Blair Institute for
Global Change (TBIGC)
after stepping down from
his public career, said he
was enthralled by the vision
of Revanth Reddy. 

CM pitches TG
Rising to Blair

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy has
requested Union urban
affairs minister
Manohar Lal Khattar to
grant necessary approv-
als for the proposed
Hyderabad Metro Rail
Phase-II at the earliest.
Revanth Reddy met
Khattar at the latter’s
residence in Delhi on
Thursday and briefed the
Union minister about the
importance of the
Hyderabad Metro Rail
Phase-2 project, which is
being taken up over 76.4
km, to meet the growing
requirement of public
transportation in the
fast-developing megapo-
lis.

He said the Metro Rail
Phase-2 will create has-
sle-free commuting and
also contribute to sus-
tainable development
once the project is com-
pleted. Revanth Reddy
also informed the Union
minister that the state
government was ready to

undertake the `24,269-
crore project as a joint
venture with the Centre.
He said the detailed proj-
ect report had been sub-
mitted with necessary
amendments as per the
suggestions of the Union
urban development min-
ister and sought neces-
sary permissions from
other departments con-
sidering the importance
of the project.

The State Cabinet on

June 5 approved the
Hyderabad Metro Rail
Phase-2 project for three
corridors. This phase of
the project is to be under-
taken as a 50:50 joint ven-
ture between the state
government and the
Centre. The three corri-
dors include RGI Airport
to Future City (Skills
University), second
stretch from Jubilee Bus
Station (JBS) to Medchal
and third stretch from

the JBS to Shamirpet. 
Irrigation minister N.

Uttam Kumar Reddy,
MPs Mallu Ravi and K.
Raghuveer Reddy, state
government special rep-
resentative in Delhi A.P.
Jitender Reddy,
Hyderabad Metro Rail
MD N.V.S. Reddy, coordi-
nating secretary of
C e n t r a l l y - s p o n s o r e d
projects Dr Gaurav Uppal
and others participated
in the meeting. 

Revanth seeks faster
nod for Metro phase-2
Briefs Union minister about Hyd public transport needs

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19 

The BRS on Thursday
demanded an apology
from Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy for not
retrieving the bodies of
dead workers from
inside the SLBC tunnel
in Nagarkurnool dis-
trict, nearly four months
after the February 22
collapse of a section of
the tunnel.Former irri-
gation minister T.
Harish Rao told repo-
rters that, on Wedne-
sday, Revanth Reddy
alleged that BRS leaders
were delighted over
deaths of the people. “It
is Revanth Reddy who is
shameless, who failed to
at least get the bodies of
still missing six workers
out of the tunnel.  The
CM must apologise to
the people for the tunnel
collapse and the deaths,”
Harish Rao said.

He also said irrigation
minister N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy should
have resigned from his
post following the acci-
dent. “Around `4,000
crore was spent on the
project. Revanth and
Uttam are trying to
attribute their failure to
ensure safety to us in the
BRS,” Harish Rao said.

SLBC WORKERS:
HARISH SEEKS
CM’S APOLOGY

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy, irrigation minister N. Uttam Kumar Reddy and
other Congress leaders call on Union minister for housing and urban affairs
Manohar Lal Khattar in Delhi on Thursday.  — DC

P. SRINIVAS | DC
NALGONDA, JUNE 19

Revenue and housing
minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy on
Thursday said that the
Congress government
would  restructure and
develop Vasalamarri, a
village that he claimed
was neglected and
destroyed by former chief
minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao after
adopting it.

Speaking at a pro-
gramme held in the vil-
lage of Thurkapalli man-

dal in Yadadri-Bhongir
district, where sanction
letters for Indiramma
houses were distributed
to selected families,
including Akula 
Agavva, an elderly
woman whom
Chandrashekar Rao had
once claimed as a friend,
Srinivas Reddy accused
the former CM of failing
to fulfill the promises
made for the village’s
development.

"Vasalamarri was
destroyed in the name of
adoption. None of the
development assurances

were fulfilled," he said. 
“As per the instructions

of Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy, steps will
now be taken for the vil-
lage’s development. Just
as the people of
Vasalamarri were misled
in the name of housing,
Chandrashekar Rao mis-
led the entire state with
promises of double-bed-
room houses," he alleged.

He further accused the
previous BRS govern-
ment of pushing the state
into debt under the pre-
text of irrigation proj-
ects.

Ponguleti: Facelift for ‘KCR village’ 

Revenue minister Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy hands over
an Indiramma house sanction letter to Akula Agavva,
during a programme held at Vasalamarri in
Thurkapalli mandal of Yadadri-Bhongir district. 

Hyderabad: The IRCTC
has announced that its
‘Ambedkar Yatra with
Panch Jyotirlinga Darshan’
Bharat Gaurav tourist train
would start from the
Secunderabad station on
July 5. The train will cover
the Jyotirlingas at Maha-
kaleswar and Omkareswar
at Ujjain; Deeksha Bhoomi

Stupa (where Dr B.R.
Ambedkar embraced
Buddhism) and Shri
Swaminarayan Man-dir at
Nagpur; Janma Bhoomi (Dr
Ambedkar’s birth place) at
Mhow; Triambakeswar
Jyotirlinga at Nasik;
Bhimashankar Jyotirlinga
at Pune and Grishneswar
Jyotirlinga at Aurangabad. 

IRCTC SPECIAL TRAINS TO JYOTIRLINGAS
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IN BRIEF

Fake BIS bottled
water seized

Hyderabad: The Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS),

Hyderabad, seized cases of bot-
tled water bearing the fake BIS

mark during a search and
seizure operation on Thursday
at a packaged drinking water

manufacturing unit in Moosapet.
The unauthorised use of the

mark is a violation of the BIS
Act, 2016. BIS clarified that the
standard mark is granted only

after a thorough assessment of
a manufacturer’s production

and testing facilities to ensure
compliance with safety, quality
and health standards. Officials

seized 717 cases of one-litre
bottles 549 cases of 500 ml

bottles and 444 cases of 250 ml
bottles.  

4 hurt as car hits
divider, bike

Hyderabad: Four persons
received minor injuries after an

overspeeding car rammed into a
divider and a two-wheeler, near

CRPF office in Barkas in
Chandrayangutta, on

Wednesday night. Two of the
injured were in the car and the
other two on the two-wheeler,
according to Chandrayangutta

sub-inspector V. Srinivas. Police
reached the spot on being

informed by a passer-by. Police
booked a case against the driv-

er and seized the car, which was
damaged in the incident. 

Driver stabbed for
questioning

Hyderabad: Daramoni Narayana,
a 30-year-old tractor driver, was

stabbed by a man whom the
victim had questioned over sell-

ing a mobile phone late on
Wednesday night. KPHB police

said Narayana was taken to
Gandhi Hospital where he is

undergoing treatment.
Police said at around midnight,

Narayana was sitting on the
footpath near the hotel when he

noticed the accused, Jabbar,
trying to sell a mobile phone.
On questioning him, the man
took out a knife, threatened

him. 

Biker dies while
overtaking lorry

Hyderabad: A 21-year-old bike
rider died after being hit by a

lorry that he was trying to over-
take, in Suraram on Thursday

morning. Suraram police said,
the deceased, Vislawath Sai

Kumar, a private employee, had
left home on Wednesday night

to go to a friend's house.
“Preliminary investigation

revealed he was trying to over-
take the lorry and while doing
so, the lorry driver hit him,” a

police official said. Kumar had
died on the spot. Police identi-

fied the victim and informed his
family. 

Fire breaks out in
bldg: 9 rescued 

Hyderabad: Nine persons were
rescued after a fire broke out at

the ground floor of a three-
storey building in Moghalpura

on Wednesday night.
Moghapura additional district

fire officer V. Bhanupratap said
the was suspected to have been

triggered by a short circuit.
Illegally stored cardboards on

the ground floor intensified the
fire. Moghalpura and Gowliguda
fire personnel reached the spot

and doused the flames. Nine
persons, who were on the floors
above, were shifted to a nearby
building during the rescue ops. 

Gym trainer dies
by suicide

MANVI VYAS I DC AND
ATHULYA M. ANILKUMAR 
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19 

The child protection unit of
the Telangana Cyber
Security Bureau (TGCSB)
has arrested 15 individuals
from across the state for
viewing and circulating child
sexual exploitative and abuse
material (CSEAM), TGCSB
director Shikha Goel
announced at a press confer-
ence on Thursday.

Among the accused are
high-profile individuals and
IT professionals. Most of the
content involved minor girls
aged between six and 14
years. All accused have been
booked under Section 67-B of
the IT Act and Section 15 of
the Pocso Act and have been
sent to judicial remand.

The TGCSB arrested 12
while the Jagtial, Cyberabad

and Rachakonda
police arrested the
remaining three. The
accused hail from dis-
tricts including Nizamabad,
Karimnagar and Warangal
and are repeat offenders,
each with at least two to ten
cyber tip-offs against them.

Director Shikha Goel
warned that browsing, creat-
ing or circulating child
exploitative content is a seri-
ous crime.  “We are closely
monitoring individuals
linked to closed criminal
groups and also tracking

such materials on the dark
web,” she said.She added that
the TGCSB handles CSEAM-
related complaints through
the NCRP Portal and Case
Monitoring Tools of the
National Center for Missing

and Exploited Children.
Since the Child
Protection Unit was
launched in February
2025, the bureau has

registered 294 FIRs and
arrested 105 offenders.

People were urged to report
any suspicious activities
involving children.
“Circulating sensitive con-
tent can lead to serious legal
action. Parents must enable
parental controls and super-
vise children’s online activi-
ty,” Goel said. Reports can be
filed at www.cybercrime.
gov.in under the women/chil-
dren Related Crime tab or by
dialling 1930.

15 arrested for circulating,
viewing child abuse content

DC CORRESPONDENT
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The Gachibowli police
arrested and remanded
Sandhya Convention
owner S. Sridhar Rao
for allegedly physically
assaulting the members
of the Fertiliser
Corporation of India
(FCI) Employees’
Cooperative Housing
Society during the
demarcation on the
roads in the layout by
HYDRAA officials on
Thursday.

According to
Gachibowli inspector
Mohd Habeebullah
Khan, a complaint was
lodged on Wednesday
by one of the members,
Khushichand Wadde,
alleging that Sridhar
Rao’s ‘henchmen’ had
pelted stones on the car
she was travelling in.

According to the com-
plainant, she had
reached FCI colony
when the HYDRAA offi-

cials were engaged in
marking roads in the
layout. She alleged that
Sridhar’s henchmen —
Venkatesh and three
others — allegedly
attacked her, and pelted
stones at her car.

The Gachibowli police
had registered a case
under Sections 115(2),
126(2), 324(5) and 125
r/w 3(5) of the BNS, and
arrested Sridhar. He
was produced at the
Kukatpally court on
Thursday for his judi-
cial remand, the inspec-
tor said.

The incident occurred
just a day after the
brother of another
member had lodged a

complaint with the
Gachibowli police alleg-
ing the henchmen
attacked members with
knives and bats. In the
previous FIR, a case
was registered against
Venkatesh, and three
others.  Reacting to the
earlier incident,
HYDRAA officials had
clarified that these
attacks did not happen
in their presence.
According to HYDRAA
officials, the society’s
20-acre land was divid-
ed into 162 plots, but
Sridhar Rao
encroached into it and
tried to erase the bound-
aries. Sridhar Rao ille-
gally built Sandhya
Convention’s mini con-
vention hall, a G+2 iron
shed structure, 10 rest-
rooms, and kitchen
structures, after eras-
ing the pre-existing lay-
outs. All of these were
demolished by
HYDRAA on May 6.

The complainants

reached out to
HYDRAA alleging
Sridhar Rao was not
allowing them to go into
their layouts, while oth-
ers complained that he
is getting development
agreements made with-
out their involvement
and is raising illegal
structures. Many peo-
ple shared videos and
emails from around the
world and filed com-
plaints to HYDRAA
against Sridhar Rao.

A woman from Delhi
had filed a complaint to
HYDRAA online stating
that her husband died
by suicide after Sridhar
Rao and his henchmen
claimed that the plot
that her husband pur-
chased does not exist.
She further informed
HYDRAA officials that
she will come to
Hyderabad and file a
complaint directly.

Further investigation
into the incident is
underway, police said. 

Owner of a convention
hall arrested for assault
Sridhar, aides had beaten up housing society members

SANJAY SAMUEL
PAUL I DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

Parents have voiced
serious concerns about
their children’s safety
after police and Road
Transport Authority
(RTA) officials caught
several school-bus driv-
ers operating under the
influence of alcohol
during surprise checks
this week. Officers
seized the drivers’
licences and filed
drunk-driving cases in
court, prompting par-
ents to demand that
school managements
face penalties as well.D.
Rama Koteshwar Rao, a
committee member of a
school-parents associa-
tion, said families pay
extra for school-run
transport in the belief
that “the management
will safeguard our chil-
dren’s safety and securi-
ty,” yet basic monitor-
ing of drivers is being
overlooked. “Parents
are paying lot of money
and placing their trust
in school-managed
transport services,
expecting the school to
ensure their children's
safety and security.
However, the manage-
ment is failing to moni-
tor the most critical
aspect which is student
safety,” he said.

Since May, the RTA
has been running spe-
cial inspections of vehi-
cles owned by educa-
tional institutions,
focusing on road-wor-
thiness certificates and
other technical require-
ments. Officials noted
that when a driver fails
a breath-analyser test,
administered by traffic
police, the RTA issues a
notice to the school and
alerts the District
Education Officer
(DEO). Authorities have
also held awareness
programmes for school
administrators and
exclusive interaction
sessions with bus driv-
ers, including health
screenings, to highlight
lapses and potential
dangers. 

Hyderabad DEO R.
Rohini told Deccan
Chronicle that her
office oversees roughly
2,700 schools and has
directed every institu-

tion operating buses to
purchase breath-analy-
sers and test drivers
both at the start and end

of each shift. She added
that schools must also
monitor private
autorickshaws that

ferry students and
report any vehicles car-
rying more passengers
than permitted.  

Parents alarmed as drivers
found drunk during checks 

DC CORRESPONDENT
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A theft of 60 kg of
tamarind from the kitchen
of Sri Lakshmi
Narasimha Swamy
Devasthanam in
Yadagirigutta has prompt-
ed police action and two
parallel investigations —
one by the temple and
another by the
e n d ow m e n t s
department.

Discovered
15 days ago,
the theft did
not affect the
daily prepara-
tion of ‘Pulihora
prasadam,’ which uses
around 800 kg of tamarind
to make 15,000–20,000
sachets. The temple
kitchen has a staff of 92.

The Yadagirigutta police
identified two outsourced
kitchen workers and ques-
tioned them, said sub-
inspector G. Uday Kiran.
Meanwhile, devotees have
questioned the need for
two high-level committees
for minor theft, pointing
out delays in addressing
larger issues like darshan
wait times and the pend-
ing implementation of the
Tirupati-style queue sys-
tem.

60 KG TAMARIND
THEFT PROMPTS 2
PARALLEL PROBES 
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A seven-month pregnant
woman was run over by an
RTC bus and two others
including a minor were
injured in an accident
triggered by a car driver
suddenly opened the door
of the vehicle, in Attapur
on Wednesday evening.
They were riding on a two-
wheeler. According to
Attapur inspector K,
Nageshwar Rao, the
deceased, Syed Asra
Fatima, 29, was riding pil-
lion with her husband
Syed Zameer, 30, and their
four-year-old daughter.
Zameer, a driver by profes-
sion, residing in Mallapur,
and a native of Vikarabad,
and his family were
returning home at about 5
pm.

When they reached near
PVNR pillar 198, an
unidentified person
opened the door of a
parked four-wheeler, caus-
ing the vehicle’s door to
strike their bike. Due to
this, all three fell – Zameer
and the child to the left
side of the vehicle, and
Fatima to the right.

An RTC bus, going from
Mehdipatnam to LB
Nagar, ran over Fatima.
Zameer filed a complaint
with the police. A case has
been registered and fur-
ther investigation is
underway. 

PREGNANT
WOMAN RUN
OVER BY RTC BUS

70th BIRTHDAY
REMEMBRANCE

The righteous shall be in everlasting
remembrance. - Ps 112:6

KANAMALA JOHNSON
Youngest S/o Late Sri.K.William Carey

DOB : 20-06-1955
Called to Glory : 18-04-2024

Inserted by:
Wife, Children & Grandchildren

(S/2526/D00232)

PAGDI

KALAWANTI S MULCHANDANI
W/o Late Satramdas. G. Mulchandani
Pagdi to be held on Friday 20th June

2025 From 5.00 pm to 5.30 pm at 
Sindhu Bhavan, P.G.Road.

From: Naina Prakash, Geeta Rajesh,
Jaya Rajender, Harsha Vinay,
Vihana Dinesh, Nidhi Mohit.

MULCHANDANI FAMILY
Ph: 9848217744

(S/2526/D00234)

OBITUARY

CLEMENT XAVIER
D.O.B: 7-7-1962   D.O.D: 14-6-2025

7th Day Requiem Mass at St.Cecilia
Parish at 6pm on 20th June followed by

Prayer Meeting at Residence.
“Blessed are they that Mourn: For they

shall be comforted”. Mathew 5:4
Contact: 9849702462, 9666861774.

(S/2526/D00235)

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
Though he brings grief, he will show

compassion & unfailing love.
Lamentations 3: 32 & 33

Mrs. SARAH DANIEL BANDUGULA
We wish your soul enjoys all heavenly

pleasures on your birthday
We Love You

Husband : Daniel Solomon 
Children : Susitha Doris, Suchalika,

Sudeep Daniel & Susan

(CA-4377)

The remembrance of the righteous is a
blessing. Prov: 10:07

48th Death Anniversary Of

Rev. GUDIPATI GEORGE
Podili, Prakasam District, Andhra Pradesh

Poet, Field Minister, Pastor, 
Missionary to Burma

DOB: 18.07.1906    DOD: 20.06.1977
In Loving Memory From:

Sons, Daughters & Family Members

Police commissioner C.V. Anand along with Collector Harichandana Dasari at
a meeting of school authorities, parent committees, auto unions and transport
operators in Hyderabad on Thursday.

M. SRINIVAS I DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

Police commissioner
C.V. Anand on
Thursday said that the
school managements
must implement and
maintain all safety
measures and cau-
tioned that school prin-
cipals and manage-
ments will be held
responsible for safety
lapses within 200
metres of the school
premises.

Speaking at a meeting
organised by
Hyderabad traffic
police with school man-
agements and officials
from various depart-
ments, Anand advised
schools to install and
maintain CCTV cam-
eras around their prem-
ises as a basic safety
standard.  He warned
drivers to be vigilant
when students were
boarding and alighting,
as these are the most
a c c i d e n t - p r o n e
moments. “Even a sin-
gle child’s death can
have a huge impact on a

school,” he said.
Noting that some chil-

dren travel in overload-
eded autorickshaws, he
urged parents to moni-
tor how many children
are being taken in each
autorickshaw. He
advised schools to
ensure the presence of
signboards in front of
their premises and said
that areas like Abids,
Secunderabad, and
Jubilee Hills face more
traffic issues due to
school clusters.

Anand said the city
had 3,000 traffic police
officers, but only 325 of
the 650 major junctions
can be manned due to
manpower constraints.
He said special coordi-
nation teams, involving
transportation and traf-
fic personnel, would be
formed.

He raised concerns
about the presence of
pan shops and juice cen-
tres near schools poten-
tially being involved in
the sale of narcotic sub-
stances. He called upon
all stakeholders to
remain vigilant and

report any suspicious
activity.

Joint commissioner of
police (Traffic) D. Joel
Davis said that over 90
lakh vehicles operate
daily in Hyderabad, and
only 3,000 personnel
were available to man-
age the city’s traffic.
“Special drone surveil-
lance will soon be intro-
duced near schools,” he
said.

Davis said that traffic
regulation near school
premises was the
responsibility of the
respective school man-
agements. He advised
schools to deploy their
own security staff for
traffic regulation.

He cautioned against
overloading school
vehicles and urged par-
ents to also take
accountability instead
of leaving everything to
the police. He recom-
mended raising aware-
ness among students
about traffic signals
and staggering school
hours for primary and
high schools to reduce
traffic congestion. 

Schools’ responsibility to
ensure students are safe

● ● INCIDENT OCCURRED
just a day after the
brother of another
member had lodged a
complaint with  police
alleging the henchmen
attacked members with
knives and bats.

Techie’s body found floating 
DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19 

A 27-year-old IT profes-
sional was found dead
in Durgam Cheruvu
early on Thursday.
Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests that the
victim, Sushma, may
have died by suicide.
Madhapur sub-inspec-
tor Laxmi Kanth said
Sushma, employed at an
IT firm in Hitec City,
was reported missing
on Wednesday night.

Her father, Anjaiah,

lodged a complaint after
she failed to return
home from work. Her
manager reportedly
told Anjaiah that

Sushma had left the
office around 10.30 pm.
Her body was found
floating in the lake
around 7 am and was
shifted to the Osmania
mortuary for post-
mortem examination
soon after.

Anjaiah told police
that Sushma, who had
married five months
ago, had allegedly been
facing dowry harass-
ment from her hus-
band’s family for the
past three months. She
had returned to her

parental home in
Secunderabad two days
ago.

While a case of suspi-
cious death was initial-
ly registered, the FIR is
being altered. “We are
booking a dowry death
case against her hus-
band, who is also an IT
employee. We are exam-
ining CCTV footage and
other evidence to con-
firm the sequence of
events,” the SI said.
Further investigation
into the incident is
underway.

● ● Her father lodged a
complaint after she
failed to return home
from work. Her manag-
er reportedly told that
Sushma had left the
office around 10.30 pm.
Her body was found
floating in the lake
around 7 am.

● ● AMONG THE accused are
high-profile individuals and IT
professionals. Most of the
content involved minor girls
aged between six and 14
years.  All accused have been
booked and sent to judi-
cial remand.

Hyderabad: A 40-year-old gym
coach died allegedly by suicide

at his residence in Maruthinagar,
Moosapet, on Wednesday after-
noon. Kukatpally police said the
deceased, Thumu Narender, had

been facing financial problems
and had not been attending

work regularly. His father,
Thumu Narasimha, 65, a retired

employee, stated that there
were also ongoing tensions

between Narender and his wife.



SHORT TAKES

DC CORRESPONDENT
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Police detained several mem-
bers of the Indian People in
Solidarity with Palestine
(IPSP), BDS India, and other
protestors on Tuesday before
they could begin a demonstra-
tion outside the US Consulate
in Gachibowli, against Israeli
attacks in Gaza and the role of
the United States in enabling
it. The protesters were
released in the evening.
Organisers described the
detention as brutal and
accused the government of
suppressing democratic voic-
es. 

“The voice of dissent only
gets louder with each such
suppression,” said a statement
shared by the organisers.
Videos showed people shout-
ing slogans inside the
Narsingi police station where
they were briefly taken. IPSP
member Bhargavi addressed
gathering there and said the
massacre in Palestine had not
started recently. “Since
October 7, 2023, Israel has esca-
lated its attacks with unprece-
dented brutality,” she said. She
described the killing of over
60,000 Palestinians, including
children and women, and
referred to the bombing. “It is
well known that US imperial-
ism backs this genocide. That
is why we must stand with the
people of Palestine and oppose
imperialism,” she said. She
added that food, clean water,
and medicine are being
blocked, and people are being
pushed towards extermina-
tion.

“As a country once crushed
by colonial rule, it is our
responsibility to stand by
Palestine’s freedom struggle,”
Bhargavi said. She called for
increased participation in the
Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions movement and
urged people to reject compa-
nies supporting Israel. Dr
Suhas, also from IPSP,
described the scale of violence
as staggering. “Israel has
killed over a thousand educa-
tion personnel,” he said.
“Malnutrition and hunger are
worsening by the day,” he said,
adding, “Every conscious citi-
zen with an iota of humanity
will keep speaking for
Palestine, no matter the extent
and severity of repression.
Israel can bomb the last
remaining hospital in
Palestine, but doctors across
the world will take to the street
and bring it to its knees.” 
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Two separate single-
judge benches of the
Telangana High Court on
Thursday issued sepa-
rate notices to senior IAS
officer Naveen Mittal, in
regarding to his issuance
of a no-objection certifi-
cate (NOC) to declare
evacuee property as non-
evacuee property to some
applicants in Nanal-
nagar, Gudimalkapur,
when he was the
Hyderabad district col-
lector.

Evacuee property refer
to land left behind by
individuals who migrat-
ed to Pakistan after the

partition of India in 1947.
They have been a subject
of controversy and legal
battles. These properties
are governed by the
Evacuee Property Act,
1950.  Petitioner Shanti
Agarwal had filed two
separate petitions before
the High Court, challeng-
ing the inaction of the
government in prosecut-
ing Mittal though the
High Court had pointed
to his conduct in issuing
the NOC.

She had requested the
Chief Secretary for sanc-
tion for prosecution
under Section 197 of the
CrPC on 26.4.2024. The
Chief Secretary neither
rejected nor gave sanc-
tion for prosecution in

spite of the three-month
deadline on such peti-
tions, mandated by the
Supreme Court of India
in the ‘Vineet Narian’
case. This was the subject
matter of one of the peti-
tions.She filed another
petition challenging the
decision of the trial
court, which kept the
recording of cognisance
against Mittal and other

public servants in
abeyance for want of
sanction to prosecute
them under Section 197
CrPC. Agarwal, who was
aggrieved with the
issuance of the NOC to a
third party, alleged that
Mittal, in criminal collu-
sion with the other
accused, had reportedly
created fake and fabricat-
ed documents. He had
allegedly issued the NOC
with false recitals, even
to the extent of recording
the objections of the com-
plainant.

Agarwal stated that she
was not even issued
notice to record her
objections. Mittal then
proceeded to declare the
title and possession of

the NOC applicants, the
petitioner alleged.

The entire exercise was
to declare the subject
land in Survey No. 284/6,
Nanalnagar, as non-evac-
uee property, so that the
title of the complainant
became untenable; she
was claiming her title
through GO No. 388 dt.
20.12.1954 declaring the
subject property as evac-
uee property.

These two petitions
were heard by two sepa-
rate single-judge bench-
es, one headed by Justice
K. Lakshman and the
other Justice N.
Tukaramji seperately. In
the two cases, the bench-
es issued notices to
Mittal and the others.  

HC issues 2 notices to Mittal
for NOC to evacuee property
Certificate given by senior IAS officer when he was collector of Hyd 
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The coal and steel
ministries said they
would jointly organ-
ise a 24-hour count-
down event ahead of
International Yoga
Day, beginning at 5.30
am on Friday at Lal
Bahadur Stadium
here. 

This celebration
will bring together
yoga practitioners,
youth, and students
from Hyderabad,
Secunderabad, and
Cyberabad.

Present will be
Governor Jishnu Dev
Varma, Union minis-
ter G. Kishan Reddy,
Union minister of
state for steel

Bhupathi Raju
Srinivasa Varma, for-
mer vice-president
M. Venkaiah Naidu,
former member of
the Women’s
Commission of India
Khushbu Sunder,
film actors Sai
Dharam Tej and
M e e n a k s h i
Chowdary Kishan
Reddy reviewed the
event arrangements
on Friday.

and emphasised
the importance of
participant safety
and ensuring facili-
ties were in place.
The organisers have
also invited celebri-
ties, political leaders,
sports stars, software
engineers, doctors,
and eminent person-
alities. 

24-hour countdown for
International Yoga Day

Hyderabad: Union
minister Dr Virendra
Kumar will attend an
event on
International Yoga
Day on June 21 fea-
turing more than
3,000 people with
d i s a b i l i t i e s
(divyangjans),
at the Kanha
Wellness Ce-
ntre in
Chegur. The
p a r t i c i p a n t s
will represent
16 categories of
disabili-
t i e s .
T h e

event is being organ-
ised by the depart-
ment of empower-
ment of persons with
disabilities (DEPwD)
National Institute for
the Empowerment of
Persons with

Intellectual Di-
s a b i l i t i e s
(NIEPID). 

A statement
said the pro-
gramme will

include cultural
shows, sports
events, a purple

fest and an
a b i l i t y
mela.

Union min to take part
in Yoga day tomorrow
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This World Music Day brings
a musical treat to com-
muters, as Metro Rail
authorities celebrate with
Metro Medley — a vibrant
showcase of sound, style and
stories. Running until June
24, the celebration will fea-
ture over 220 artists across 65
curated acts at seven differ-
ent metro stations.

Organised by Goethe-
Zentrum Hyderabad in col-
laboration with L&T Metro
Rail, Alliance Française,
George Hull Collective and
Dark Vibe Society, the series
was inaugurated on
Thursday at the Ameerpet
station with lively perform-
ances by The Djembe Circle
and George Hull Collective. 

Commuters can catch live
performances from 5 pm to 7
pm at Ameerpet,
Dilsukhnagar, Durgam
Cheruvu, Kukatpally, MGBS,
Parade Ground and Uppal
metro stations between June
20 and 23. From eight-year-
old students to 68-year-old
folk storytellers, the line-up

spans a wide canvas, includ-
ing Carnatic, jazz, drag
artistry, indie, Burrakatha
and experimental genres. 

World Music Day or Fête de
la Musique, observed global-
ly on June 21, began in
France in 1982 as a celebra-
tion of open-access music. It
invites amateur and profes-
sional musicians alike to
perform in public spaces,
allowing music to exist as a
spontaneous and free experi-
ence.

“Any musician, profession-
al or amateur, from any style,
is invited to play in a public
place to offer a beautiful
moment to anyone passing
by, making music accessible,
at its present.”Hyderabad
Metro Rail MD N.V.S. Reddy
said the Metro Rail was more
than a transit system. “It’s a
platform that celebrates our
rich cultural identity and
brings communities closer,”
he said.

The festival will conclude
on June 24 with a live con-
cert by French artist David
Walters at EXT, Filmnagar,
and the entry to the closing
concert is free. 

Metro tunes into
World Music Day

Goethe-Zentrum Hyderabad and L&T Metro Rail officials light
a lamp to inaugurate the World Music Day at Ameerpet
Metro station on Thursday. — DC

Two sides of GHMC

GHMC placed plants on the Shivaji Bridge in Osman Shahi over Musi River but neglects to
retain wall for the area with littered garbage, posing risk to pedestrians. —P. SURENDRA

L. RAVICHANDER
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

A two-judge panel of the
Telangana High Court
comprising Justice
Moushumi Bhattacharya
and Justice B.R.
Madhusudhan Rao heard a
habeas corpus petition
seeking the immediate
production and release of
three minor children
allegedly being held in ille-
gal custody by their moth-
er and maternal grandpar-
ents.  The petitioner, the
biological father and natu-
ral guardian of the chil-
dren, alleged that his sons
were forcibly taken from
his residence by the
respondents and had been
unlawfully detained.  The
petitioner also contended
that the action of the
respondents was arbitrary
and in violation of the
principles of natural jus-
tice. During the proceed-
ings, the special govern-
ment pleader argued that
the matter appeared to be
a private familial dispute
rather than one warranti-
ng extraordinary constitu-
tional remedies like
habeas corpus. The panel
questioned counsel as to
how the writ petition was
maintainable and posted
the matter to June 23.

FOUNDER’S HEIRS PLEA
ON TEMPLE BOARD PLAN

Justice E.V. Venugopal of
the Telangana High Court
ordered status quo against
the proposed constitution
of the trust board to the

Shri Ranganayaka Swamy
Devasthanam, Kubya
thanda, Madgul mandal of
Ranga Reddy district, by
the temple’s executive offi-
cer. The judge was hearing
a writ plea filed by A.
Venkata Rama Rao against
the executive officer and
his higher-ups. The peti-
tioner sought a declara-
tion that the proposal of
the constitution of the
committee for the temple
was illegal and arbitrary
as the same ignored the
petitioner and his broth-
ers, who were legal heirs
of the founder of the dev-
asthanam. The petitioner
also sought consideration
of their representation
and not to proceed with
the constitution of the
committee. The petitioner
contended that due to
political pressure from
local politicians, the exec-
utive officer was proceed-
ing with the constitution
of the committee by ignor-
ing the family members of
the founder of the temple.
The government pleader
argued that the procedure
of the constitution of the
committee was in tune
with the provisions of the
Telangana Charitable and
Hindu Religious
Institutions and

Endowments Act. The
judge ordered status quo
and posted the matter for
further hearing.

FARMER WANTS TO FELL
TREES ON HIS LAND

Justice Pulla Karthik of
the Telangana High Court
will hear a writ plea of a
72-year-old agriculturist
from Mancherial district,
challenging the denial of
permission to fell trees on
his patta land. 

The judge was hearing a
writ plea filed by Bukya
Tejia, assailing the action
of the district collector
and forest department offi-
cials who, through pro-
ceedings issued in
November 2024, denied
him permission to cut 127
out of 140 trees standing
on his land. The petitioner
contended that the land
was private patta and that
the denial of felling per-
mission was contrary to
the guidelines for liberal-
ising felling and transit
regime for tree species
grown on non-forest/pri-
vate land, issued by the
Union ministry of envi-
ronment, forests and cli-
mate change in November
2014. It was argued that
because of the liberalised
policy framed by the
Union government, the
petitioner was entitled to
fell trees on non-forest
land without undue
restrictions. The judge
directed the respondents
to file their response and
posted the matter for fur-
ther adjudication.

HC hears habeas corpus
plea over 3 minor kids

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

A petrol station was found
delivering short quantities
of fuel, prompting swift
action from the legal
metrology department. The
issue was resolved within
24 hours after a customer

complained of receiving
petrol worth only `73
despite paying `100. Zonal
officer S. Rajeshwar led the
investigation. Upon inspe-
cting the dispensing unit,
officials confirmed the
short delivery and took
action. The department’s
prompt response drew

praise from citizens on
social media. Officials
urged consumers to stay
alert while refuelling.

“Always check that the
dispenser meter is reset to
0.00 before fueling begins.
Do not make payment until
the full quantity is recei-
ved,” department advised. 

Petrol pump found cheating people

LEGAL STORIES

COPS DETAIN IPSP
MEMBERS OVER

ISRAELI PROTESTS  

Naveen Mittal

Members of the IPSP protest
against Israeli attacks in Gaza
outside the US Consulate in
Gachibowli on Tuesday. — DC

BRIEFIN 



PARUCHURI 
SAALINI | DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

The GHMC is construct-
ing multi-purpose func-
tion halls to provide
affordable spaces for wed-
dings, birthdays, and
other family or commu-
nity gatherings. The
GHMC has taken up the
construction of 28 such
halls across six city
zones, with a total budget
of `118.09 crore.

Of these, 13 halls have
been completed and are
operational in Kukat-
pally, Addagutta, KPHB
Colony, Chaithanya
Nagar, Bansilalpet, and
Marredpally, among oth-

ers. Eight more halls are
under construction,
including at Jummerat

Bazaar, Banjara Hills,
and Suraram.

According to official

data, the Serilingampally,
Secunderabad, and
Charminar zones have
received the highest proj-
ect allocations. While the
project in Kanchanbagh
is yet to begin, three are
in the tendering process,
and three others have
been delayed due to court

cases or land disputes.
The halls are being

developed with basic
infrastructure such as
parking space, power
backup, and drinking
water facilities. GHMC
officials say the complet-
ed halls have seen steady
demand, especially from
middle-income families
who are looking for low-
cost, functional spaces to
host events.

To improve public
access and ease of book-
ing, GHMC has intro-
duced an online reserva-
tion system. The civic
body plans to finish the
remaining halls soon,
once legal and land
issues are cleared.
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DU PLANS COURSE
ON INTIMATE 

RELATIONS
AASTHA MISHRA
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

As people struggle with diffi-
cult relationships in a world
that is getting ever complex,
the Delhi University’s depart-
ment of psychology has pro-
posed to introduce an elective
course titled “Negotiating
Intimate Relationships” for
undergraduate students for
the academic year 2025-26.

Commenting on the develop-
ment, Professor Dr. Vishal
Akula, a psychologist, said,
“It’s often that intimate rela-
tionships play a crucial role in
emotional development and
mental health.”

Nevertheless, people lack the
skills to deal with them effi-
ciently. With the help of this
course, students can better
understand emotions, commu-
nication, boundaries, attach-
ment and resolving conflicts.

According to the University
of Hyderabad’s Professor
Madhavi Ravikumar, "The
introduction of an ‘Intimate
Relationship’ elective at Delhi
University is a bold and pro-
gressive move. It suggests an
effort to open up dialogue on
topics such as consent, emo-
tional well-being, and inter-
personal relationships, the
issues that are often neglected
in formal education in India."

Furthermore, she believes it
is important to critically
examine what lies beneath
such initiatives. 

However, the UoH professor
also sought to understand as to
whose voices and perspectives
shaped the course. She won-
dered if the course draws
meaningfully from intersec-
tional, gender-sensitive, and
culturally-nuanced scholar-
ship, which challenged patri-
archy, heteronormativity, caste
and class inequalities. “Or
does it risk becoming a
tokenistic gesture that avoids
addressing the deeper struc-
tural realities of our society?” 

TUTF DEMANDS
PROMOTIONS FOR

ELIGIBLE TEACHERS
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

The Telangana United
Teachers Federation (TUTF)
met the new commissioner
and director of school educa-
tion Naveen Nicholas to pres-
ent a list of grievances affect-
ing teaching staff in govern-
ment schools.  Among their
foremost demands was the
immediate promotion of eligi-
ble teachers to fill vacancies in
headmaster and school assis-
tant positions. They also drew
attention to long-pending med-
ical reimbursement claims
and requested an end to delays
in processing them.

TUTF president Ramineni
Venkateswarlu, accompanied
by general secretary
Lachchimalla Venkanna,
handed over a union diary
after formally welcoming the
officer. 

The delegation raised con-
cerns about administrative
vacancies and stated that the
roles of mandal and district
education officers should be
held by regular officers, not
temporary appointees, to
ensure continuity. 

Another pressing issue
involved unpaid scavenger
bills from the previous aca-
demic year. The federation
asked that these dues be
cleared and that this year’s
funds be directly deposited
into the Amma Adarsh School
Committee accounts.

As many schools now hold
digital equipment such as com-
puters and televisions, the
teachers’ body sought the
appointment of night watch-
men for basic security. 

SHORT TAKES GHMC launches crackdown
on officials in graft cases
NABINDER 
BOMMALA I DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

The GHMC has finally
moved to oust several
officials either directly
involved in corrupt prac-
tices or those who turned
a blind eye to wrongdoing
within their depart-
ments. The action
includes filing criminal
cases, issuing notices
seeking explanations and
referring erring officials
to their parent depart-
ments for disciplinary
action.

Recently, criminal cases
were registered against
those involved in issuing
fraudulent birth and
death certificates.

The anti-corruption
drive gained momentum
after GHMC commission-
er R.V. Karnan and the
corporation's vigilance
wing uncovered irregu-
larities in the tenders
related to monsoon emer-
gency teams (METs). The
tenders were found to be
tailored to favour specific
agencies. As a result, the
entire tendering process
was transferred to the
HYDRAA.

Following this discrep-
ancy, in addition to the
action being initiated
against the officials of
the GHMC engineering
wing, who are responsi-
ble for the MET tenders,
the corporation is also
taking steps to weed out
corruption in the town
planning, sanitation, and
transport wings of the
corporation.

Following the discovery,
action was initiated

against officials in the
GHMC engineering wing
responsible for the MET
tenders. The corporation
has also begun taking
gradual steps to root out
corruption in other
wings, including town
planning, sanitation and
transport.

A source told Deccan
Chronicle that the main
corrupt practices in the
town planning wing
include ignoring illegal
constructions and
demanding bribes to
issue no-objection certifi-
cates (NOCs). In the sani-
tation wing, irregulari-
ties include sweepers
existing only on paper
and payments made for
sweeping machines that

violated norms and failed
to cover their designated
routes.

In the transport wing,
officials found a lack of
clear auditing for vehicle-
related payments.

Moreover, some staff
members have remained
in the same postings for
over two decades. 

“There are instances
where an employee
joined an area on the first

day of his job and,
decades later, is still
working in the same
place with retirement
just a few years away,”
said a source in the cor-
poration.

Due to corruption, a few tenders were transferred to HYDRAA

● FRAUDULENT birth
and death certificates
prompt criminal cases.

● MONSOON
tenders rigged;
tendering
process trans-
ferred to HYDRAA.

● TOWN planning, 
sanitation and 
transport wings face
GHMC actions.

● IN THE transport
wing, officials found a
lack of clear auditing
for vehicle-related 
payments. 

● MOREOVER, some
staff members have
remained in the same
postings for over two
decades. Hyderabad: Greater

Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC)
commissioner R.V. Kar-
nan has directed offi-
cials to fix streetlight
problems without delay. 

At a meeting on
Thursday, he directed
zonal commissioners
and department heads
to visit problem-prone
areas, identify why the
lighting was poor, and
take quick action. 

He said approvals for
manpower and materi-

als were in place and
zonal teams must act
without delays. Karnan
said he would make
surprise visits to moni-
tor the work. The meet-
ing also covered sanita-
tion and mosquito con-
trol during the rainy
season. Later, the com-
missioner visited Dur-
gam  Cheruvu and ins-
tructed officials to com-
plete sewage diversion,
water testing, and stor-
mwater drain works by
September. 

20 officers get BTech degrees
at MCEME 107th convocation
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

The Military College of
Electronics and Mechan-
ical Engineering (MCE-
ME), Secunderabad, con-
ducted its 107th convoca-
tion ceremony here on
Thursay, awarding
BTech degrees to 20 offi-
cers of Technical Entry
Scheme course-43.

Chief guest Prof. Hima-
nshu Rai, director of the
Indian Institute of Man-
agement (IIM) Indore,
emphasised the role of
character, ethical leader-
ship and intellectual
agility in both military
and civilian spheres. He
made a mention of the
excellent response by
armed forces in
Operation Sindoor.

Lt D. Subhash received
the DGEME gold medal
and GOC-in-C ARTRAC
Trophy for being the best
all-round student officer

and Lt Abhinav Nair and
Lt Adarsh Kumar Singh
were awarded with com-
mandant's silver medal
for securing first posi-

tion in Mechanical and
Electronics streams resp-
ectively. Lt Gen. Neeraj
Varshney, Commandant,
MCEME, lauded the com-
mitment and persever-
ance of graduating offi-
cers. He highlighted the
growing relevance of
advanced technologies
such as artificial intelli-
gence, drones robotics,
machine learning and
unmanned systems in
contemporary and future
warfare. “The training
imparted at MCEME
ensures that our officers
remain at the forefront of
technological and opera-
tional excellence,” he
remarked. He also men-
tioned that countries
which possess technolo-
gy would dominate the
world.

Lt Gen Neeraj Varshney, Commandant, MCEME 
felicitates Prof. Himanshu Rai, Director, IIM Indore, in
Secunderabd, on Thursday. — S. SURENDER REDDY

GHMC spends `118 cr on wedding halls

DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

Future teachers in
Hyderabad may soon be
trained not just in peda-
gogy, but in how to support
students emotionally,
which could change class-
room dynamics across gov-
ernment schools. As part of
a new partnership,
Osmania University and
the University of Notre
Dame (USA) will jointly
work to embed Social and
Emotional Learning (SEL)
into B.Ed programmes

through a whole-school
approach. “This MoU pro-
vides an excellent opportu-
nity to deliver Social and
Emotional Learning
through a school-wide per-
spective,” said OU Vice
Chancellor Prof. Kumar
Molugaram. He said both

institutions would also col-
laborate on joint research
and urged them to publish
findings internationally. 

Notre Dame’s Global
Centre for the Development
of the Whole Child will
help develop the curricu-
lum and training methods,
in an effort to make class-
rooms more responsive to
students’ emotional needs,
particularly in early and
middle school years. “We
are excited to work with
India, a rapidly developing
nation,” said Prof Neil
Boothby, who leads the cen-

tre. “This agreement offers
abundant opportunities to
enhance training skills and
conduct excellent
research.”

The MoU was signed on
Wednesday by OU registrar
Prof. G. Naresh Reddy and
Prof. Boothby, in the pres-
ence of education faculty,
college heads, and mem-
bers of the MoU committee.
Prof. Ravindranath K.
Murthy, Principal of OU’s
College of Education, said
the focus would be on build-
ing a practical mechanism
for rollout. “This is not just

theory, we’re working on
implementation, training,
and structured follow-
through.”

The partnership also
includes plans for faculty
and student exchanges, and
research that will examine
how emotional learning
impacts teacher perform-
ance and student outcomes.
OU officials say the goal is
to equip educators with
tools to manage not only
academics, but the growing
emotional and behavioural
needs of students in today’s
classrooms.  

Future teachers to learn to nurture minds
OU, Notre Dame varsity to jointly work to embed social learningSUPPORT | SYSTEM

ATHULYA M. 
ANILKUMAR 
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

In a fast-changing world,
several monuments and
structures that repre-
sent the past of Hyde-
rabad are now strug-
gling to stay relevant,
with the neglect shown
by officials and people.

The Telangana Arch-
aeological Museum, wh-
ich was the first muse-
um to be set up in Hyd-
erabad in 1927 and hous-
es rare artefacts includ-
ing Buddha’s relics and
an Egyptian mummy,
lies in a state of neglect.
For several decades, it
used to attract school
students. However, in a
technologically advanc-
ed world, the museum
fails to attract people’s
attention and is slowly
getting erased from pub-
lic memory. Although
interactive kiosks and
display boards are pres-
ent, none of them func-
tion as visitors navigate
through. 

Hayat R., a frequent vi-
sitor of the State Archa-
eological Museum, said,
“The crowd has forgot-
ten this gem. The muse-
um’s visitors, mostly
consisting of students,
have diminished. There
has been a rapid decr-
ease in the footfall, mak-
ing the interiors feel
ghostly.” The Shaikpet
Sarai, located within the
Golconda circuit at
Tolichowki, has been an
overnight inn meant for
weary travellers for at
least four centuries. 

GHMC commissioner R.V. Karnan along with other
officials conduct inspection at Durgam Cheruvu
park in Hyderabad, on Thursday.

Fix streetlight without
delay, says GHMC chief

35 illegal
units razed at
M’devpally
Hyderabad: The
GHMC in a major anti-
encroachment opera-
tion, cleared 35 unau-
thorised structures that
had come up on the
footpaths in
Mailardevpally. 

The drive, which
began around 7.30 am,
stretched from
Mainarepally junction
to Durganagar along
Old Karnam Road, and
continued till nearly
11.30 am. 

The demolition was
carried out under tight
police security. 

Rajendranagar circle
deputy commissioner
said the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation had issued
notices to the encroach-
ers in advance. :This
stretch had many ille-
gal temporary struc-
tures occupying the
footpath, including
flower shops, small
mechanical sheds, and
roadside trading stalls."
Officials warned the
vendors not to reoccupy
cleared spaces.

MUSEUMS LIE IN 
STATE OF UTTER
NEGLECT IN
HYDERABAD

Hyderabad: Tension pre-
vailed at the Yousufguda cir-
cle office on Thursday after
GHMC officials and staff
staged a protest demanding
the arrest of Rahmathnagar
Congress corporator C.N.
Reddy for allegedly abusing
and attempting to assault
assistant municipal com-
missioner (AMC) A. Balraj
on Wednesday.

The incident reportedly
took place in the presence of
the deputy commissioner
and other staff. According to
Balraj, who submitted a wri-
tten complaint at Madhura-
nagar police station, the cor-

porator used abusive lan-
guage and threatened him
when he declined to leave an
official meeting to attend to
Reddy. Balraj alleged that
Reddy barged into the circle
office with several men
described as “local rowdies”
and attempted to physically
attack him. “He came to the
Yousufguda circle office
with a group of rowdies,
tried to assault me, used vul-
gar language, verbally
abused me and threatened to
kill me — all in front of my
colleagues and subordi-
nates,” the AMC wrote in his
complaint.

GHMC staff: Arrest
R’nagar corporator

CLEAN-UP ACT

● OU VC Prof. Kumar
Molugaram said the MoU
provides an excellent
opportunity to deliver
Social and Emotional
Learning through a school-
wide perspective.

● THEY also drew attention to
long-pending medical reim-
bursement claims and request-
ed an end to delays in process-
ing them.

The GHMC constructed a multi-purpose function hall
to provide affordable spaces for weddings, birthdays,
and family gatherings in Hyderabad.

● THE GHMC has built 13
halls and are operational
in Kukatpally, Addagutta,
KPHB Colony, Chaith-
anya Nagar, Bansilalpet,
and Marredpally, among
others. Eight more halls
are under construction,
including at Jummerat
Bazaar, Banjara Hills, and
Suraram.



DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

The Footwear Design and
Development Institute (FDDI)
has declared the results of its
all-India selection test, and
opened admissions into its UG
and PG programmes. Students
who cleared the entrance test
can take part in the online
counselling process, which
will continue until June 28. 

Seat allotments are sched-
uled to begin from July 4.
Selected candidates have a ten-
day window to complete fee
payments. The semester fee
must be submitted between
July 4 and July 15. Classes for
the new academic session are
set to begin on July 21.

General category applicants
are required to pay `25,000 to
confirm participation in coun-
selling. 

Of this, `10,000 counts as a
non-refundable registration
fee while `15,000 goes towards
the semester fee and is refund-
able if no seat is allotted,
according to FDDI's withdraw-
al policy. 

Reserved category candi-
dates, including SC, ST, OBC
(non-creamy layer), PwD and
EWS, will need to pay `10,000,
of which `5,000 will be refund-
ed under the same policy.
Courses offered include BDes,
BBA, MDes and MBA in areas
such as footwear, fashion,
retail, leather, and lifestyle
product design across all FDDI
campuses.
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FDDI ANNOUNCES
AIST 2025

RESULTS

STATE DISBURSES
RYTHU BHAROSA
TO 62L FARMERS

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

The state government has dis-
bursed `6,404.7 crore under
the Rythu Bharosa scheme in
just four days for ongoing
kharif season, benefiting 62.47
lakh farmers owning up to five
acres of land each. 

This accelerated disburse-
ment of money marks a
record-breaking effort in the
history of farmer welfare
schemes in the state.

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy launched the disbursal
on June 16 at a special event
under the “Rythu Nestham”
initiative. As per his commit-
ment to deposit `9,000 crore
into farmers’ accounts within
nine days, the finance depart-
ment has been releasing funds
on a daily basis. 

By Thursday evening, the
state had credited funds to
farmers with holdings of up to
five acres.

Agriculture minister
Tummala Nageswara Rao, in a
media statement, said that on
Thursday alone, the govern-
ment released an additional
`1,189.43 crore, enabling 4.43
lakh more farmers, covering
19.82 lakh acres, to receive
assistance. In total, invest-
ment support has now been
extended to 1.06 crore acres of
cultivable land.

The scheme provides `6,000
per acre for kharif and `6,000
per acre for rabi in two phases,
amounting to `12,000 per acre
per year to each eligible
farmer, helping them meet
essential input costs for kharif
and rabi seasons.

The breakdown of benefici-
aries for ongoing Kharif
includes 24.22 lakh farmers
owning below one acre, 17.02
lakh up to two acres, 10.45 lakh
up to three acres, 6.33 lakh up
to four acres and 4.43 lakh up
to five acres.

The remaining eight lakh
farmers, who own more than
five acres, will receive their
payments in the next five days,
ensuring complete coverage
within the promised timeline.
Tummala said that Rythu
Bharosa was being extended to
all cultivable land, regardless
of acreage, reinforcing the
state's inclusive approach.

SHORT TAKES AI videos make fake
content convincing
PRIYA RATHNAM I DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

Recently, a fraudster
had allegedly used an
AI-generated video of
Union finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman to
create an advertise-
ment to attract poten-
tial investors for his
fraudulent investment
schemes. The result: A
70-year-old doctor lost
`20 lakh. 

Welcome to the new
world of Artificial
Intelligence, where real
and virtual merge
seamlessly to create a
reality that is difficult
to distinguish for com-
mon people, especially
those who belong to the
old world. 

Earlier, clues like lack
of blinking and the
poor lip sync do not
apply anymore. The AI
generated videos are
just too perfect to make
out the difference if it
is fake or the original.

Experts and police
officials said the users
must stay cautious and
rely on genuine and
verified websites, if
they want to avoid get-
ting defrauded.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle. cybercrime
investigator and trainer
Sandeep, the founder
and CEO of Sytech
Labs, said, "The faces
which are artificially
generated are either
already existing on the
Internet or completely
created newly. These
are being misused by
fraudsters. On the flip-
side, the pictures are
also created by using
multiple applications
and platforms where
they can create a face
based on physical
attributes like race,
national, complexion,
features including
height and facial fea-
tures. The creators who
create these videos are
animators and graphic
designers."

Sandeep added that
the videos are program-
ming based and are
designed by the experts.
He said, "The creators
usually are the anima-

tors. They already have
the knowledge of the
designs and graphics
and apply program-
ming to it and voila!"

Russians, Israelis and
Americans have
already acquired mas-
tery in using AI plat-
forms and creating AI-
generated videos is a
cake walk from them.
Indians, on the other
hand, are catching up,
opined Sandeep.
"Technology is only
being misused. In the
near future, the
chances of differentiat-
ing between an original
and fake are almost

remote."
A year ago too, actress

Rashmila Mandanna's
deep fake video was
also widely circulated
in which a BTech grad-
uate was arrested by
the Delhi police.

According to D.
Kavitha, DCP,
Cybercrime, Hyderabad
c o m m i s s i o n e r a t e ,
"Videos of high-profile
persons like ministers,
billionaires and top offi-
cials are also being cir-
culated. One should
think of the possibility
that they can avoid
falling prey to such
cyber offenses. No min-

isters will release such
videos or promote any
profits. We also have an
advisory which can act
as clues to spot the dif-
ferences."

Nagalaxmi, DCP,
c y b e r c r i m e ,
R a c h a k o n d a
Commissionerate, said
one has to visit only
verified applications,
platforms or links. One
must avoid fake web-
sites, downloading any-
thing suspicious will
avoid being a victim of
such cyber offenses.
"One minute thinking
before acting will also
help," said Pakeezha,

Images complicate efforts to verify authenticity: Experts

Footpath rails removed illegally

Part of a footpath railing was found removed alleged by traders at
Moazzam Jahi Market, Hyderabad, on Thursday, for access to customers
but has made it easier for motorists to take a short cut. — P. SURENDRA

RACHEL DAMMALA I DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

Contract teaching staff at
government medical col-
leges in Suryapet,
Nalgonda and Yadadri say
they have not received
salaries for over two
months, as the state gov-
ernment has yet to renew
their appointments for the
new academic year. “We
were told every year that
contracts would be
renewed by March-end.
This time, there's com-
plete silence,” said Naveen
Merugu, an assistant pro-
fessor. “We can’t even plan

our lives because we don't
know if we’ll have jobs
next month.”

Around 90 professors,
associate professors and
assistant professors
across the three colleges
are reportedly waiting for
clarity. Their annual con-
tracts, issued under the
directorate of medical
education, expired in
March. Under the previ-
ous BRS-led government,
reappointments were typi-
cally processed by April.

“Unless our contracts
are officially renewed, we
are not eligible for
salaries. It's already been

nearly three months,” said
a senior faculty member
from Nalgonda. “We’re
still showing up to work
because students need us,
but we don’t know how
long we can continue.”

The delay comes as the
National Medical
Commission (NMC) has
issued notices to 26 med-

ical colleges in Telangana
—including those in
Suryapet and Nalgonda -
for lacking adequate infra-
structure and failing to
meet required norms. The
health secretary and
director of medical educa-
tion have been summoned
for a hearing on June 26.
“We are worried about
what this delay means. Is
the government reconsid-
ering these institutions?
We have received no offi-
cial communication,” said
another faculty member.

The colleges were
launched under the previ-
ous administration to

widen access to affordable
medical education. Each
admits around 150 stu-
dents annually, and facul-
ty say many from the first
batches have already grad-
uated. “This was a lifeline
for students from middle-
income families who
couldn't afford private col-
leges. Now, even the facul-
ty who helped build these
institutions are left in
limbo,” said Prof. A.S.
Kishan from Suryapet.

The state health depart-
ment has not responded to
queries on whether con-
tract renewals are under-
way.

Financial woes hit med college teaching staff
Contract staff in Suryapet, Nalgonda, Yadadri unpaid for 2 monthsSALARIES | STUCK

● AROUND 90 professors,
associate professors and
assistant professors
across the three colleges
are reportedly waiting for
clarity. Their contracts
expired in March.

OMC: CBIreveals Srilakshmi’s facts
Hyderabad: The Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
has informed the Telangana
High Court that IAS officer Y.
Srilakshmi, sixth accused in
the Obulapuram mining case,
had allegedly concealed mate-
rial facts and filed a petition
despite earlier dismissals by
the court.

According to the CBI’s sub-
missions, Srilakshmi filed a
review petition without dis-
closing the prior dismissals

or relevant facts concerning
her earlier petitions. The CBI
emphasised that the court
had rejected her earlier peti-
tions and noted that there
was prima facie evidence
indicating her involvement in
the misuse of office during
the hearing of her initial peti-
tions. The High Court had
accordingly directed that she
must face trial before the
competent lower court. 

Subsequently, Srilakshmi

challenged the orders passed
by the CBI court by filing
revision petitions before the
High Court. Upon hearing
these petitions, the High
Court acquitted her.

The CBI challenged this
acquittal before the Supreme
Court of India. The apex
court observed that the High
Court’s decision to acquit
Srilakshmi without hearing
the CBI’s submissions was
procedurally improper. 

STUDENTS
EXPRESS THEIR
CONCERNS
FROM PAGE 1

Sahiti Reddy, another
student from Hyder-
abad, said: "I am slightly
vocal on international
politics on my X page. If
my statements aren't
coinciding with the US
government's views, it is
almost clear my visa
would not be accepted.
"Nishanth, a student fro-
m Jaipur who is looking
to pursue his PhD in US
said "This is nothing
short of a breach of our
privacy. Our personal
lives are being judged
before we've even land-
ed.” They said that their
screening does not stop
after a visa has been
issued and authorities
may revoke it if one
breaks the law. “Using
illegal drugs or breaking
any US laws while on a
student/visitor visa can
make you ineligible for
future US visas. A US
visa is a privilege, not a
right. US visa screening
does not stop after a visa
is issued,” the US
Embassy said.

VISUAL AND AUDIO CLUES
● Face and body

inconsistencies.
● Unnatural blinking

or eye movement.
● Misaligned facial

expressions with
emotion or voice.

● Skin texture or
lighting inconsistencies.

● Weird head movements or
awkward body motion.

● Hands or fingers might look 
distorted or unnatural.

● Lip sync issues.
● Mouth movements may not

match speech precisely.
● Artifacts and glitches.
● Blurring, pixelation, or weird

edges, especially around
faces,

● Flickering in the background
or inconsistent lighting.

● Audio quality
● AI voices may sound sli.ghtly

robotic or too perfect.
● Ambient sounds might not

match the setting (e.g., no
echo in a large room).

HOW TO SPOT AI FAKES

USE AI-
DETECTION

TOOLS
Here are some
tools that can

help detect deep
fakes or AI-

generated videos:

● Deepware Scanner:
Scans videos for deep
fake content.
● Hive Moderation:
Detects manipulated
media.

● Reality Defender: Real-
time media verification.
● Microsoft Video
Authenticator: Analyses
videos for signs of
manipulation.

BEHAVIORAL
AND

CONTEXTUAL
RED FLAGS

● Sensational or
highly emotional
content that
lacks source
verification.

● Videos shared
with vague or no
background
information.

● Lack of shadows,
poor object
interaction, or
strange

reflections.

● InVID (browser plugin): For verifying video sources

METADATA ANALYSIS
● Use tools like ExifTool to analyze

video metadata.
● AI-generated videos might

have missing, manipulated,
or inconsistent metadata (like
camera model, time/date).

CROSS-VERIFICATION
● Reverse search the video using

Google Lens, TinEye, or InVID.
● Check if the video exists on reliable

news sites or social platforms.
● Look for the original source,

suspicious videos often lack
credible origins.

Jabalpur, June 19:
The Jabalpur adminis-
tration on Thursday
set up a committee to
examine if proper care
was being taken of
racehorses on a farm
in the district follow-
ing the death of three
animals there in the
last few days. 

These horses were

brought from
Hyderabad by one
Sachin Tiwari.

In May, eight horses
had died on the farm
at Raipura village,
supposedly due to the
hot weather.

“A committee has
been formed under the
chairmanship of the
district panchayat

chief executive officer
to find out whether
proper care is being
taken of horses,”
Jabalpur collector
Deepak Saxena told
reporters.

On May 5, the district
administration had
sent a team of three
veterinary doctors to
the farm. — PTI

Panel to check on horses 
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I
t is not often that US President Donald Trump sits for too long on the
horns of any dilemma. It is being reported that he had approved a plan
to attack Iran and then hung back only to give Iran time to ponder on
whether to end its nuclear programme, or probably he is just timing

an American offensive on military advice. But there will be no U-turns
once he decides to go into another of the “forever wars” that he promised
to avoid while campaigning for the President’s job in 2024.

A third US aircraft carrier group is on its way to the Middle East, but it
is far from certain Trump will take the United States back to 2003 when his
predecessor George W. Bush ordered a full-scale invasion of Iraq. But then,
as Trump said, no one knows what he will do, not even Trump. “I mean,
you don’t know that I’m going to even do it. You don’t know. I may do it, I
may not do it. I mean, nobody knows what I’m going to do,” Trump
said. And that explains everything — or nothing.

Trump may be facing resistance from within his inner circle, his
Republican party base and the American community in general. His stints
in the Situation Room and his comments about the Ayatollahs of Iran have
made everyone uneasy about where this is heading. The word is that
while he may be reluctant to be drawn into a full-scale war, he

might still be considering taking out the nuclear
facility in Fordow.

The potential consequences of a direct US
strike on Iran, with heavy bunker-buster bomb-
ing that only America can carry out and which
will obviously be done only through stealth
bombers piloted by Americans, are too grave to
contemplate. The repercussions could go far
beyond Iran retaliating on US bases in the
Middle East. There is a chance that the world
itself would be destabilised if the Iran regime is
brought down.

Far from not being the era of wars, it would
appear this is the era of no-holds-barred bomb-
ing, which began with Vladimir Putin dropping

bombs on Ukraine on February 24, 2022, while sending in troops on the
ground and Israel taking retaliation against the October 7, 2023, Hamas ter-
ror strike to disproportionately high levels in carpet bombing of the Gaza
Strip, taking on the Hezbollah in Lebanon and now attacking Iran’s
nuclear facilities.

There is no leader in today’s multipolar world whose word may be suffi-
cient to bring adversaries to the negotiating table. Apart from angling for
the Nobel Peace Prize, which might be worthless in this conflicted world of
raging wars, there seems to be no place in Trump’s mind about off-ramps
for creating negotiating space. And yet he makes egotistic claims that
everyone, including the Iranians, wants to come to the White House to
meet him.

Iran has been clear enough in its stand that so long as the aggression con-
tinues — along with its retaliation measures that even struck hospitals
and schools in Israel — there is no space for engaging with adversaries
across the table. At a time when peace is at a premium, there appears to
be no room for dialogue and diplomacy. We must fear for the world if the
“anything can happen” position continues to define the present. 
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Will he strike Iran, or not?
Trump keeps all guessing

Apart from angling
for the Nobel Peace
Prize, which might

be worthless in this
conflicted world of
raging wars, there

seems to be no
place in Trump’s

mind about off-
ramps for creating
negotiating space.

T
he UN Population
Fund (UNFPA)
estimates that
India’s popula-
tion will reach its

peak by 2050, with the fertil-
ity ratio (the average live
births per woman between
15 to 49 years of age) al-
ready 1.9 — lower than the
commonly assumed sus-
tainable level of 2.1. This
cheers the hearts of all
Indians born before the
year 2000 who grew up
blaming the growing popu-
lation for slow economic
growth. To put this in con-
text, fertility rates are dec-
lining, and the global popu-
lation is expected to peak
before 2100. The global fer-
tility rate in 2025 is 2.2, va-
rying from 1.5 in high-in-
come countries to 3.8 for the
least developed countries.

India is ahead in this
transition compared to less
developed countries, which
have an average fertility
rate of 2.4. This correlation
between development and a
lowering of the fertility rate
reflects a consensus ar-
rived at since the 1970s.

At the time, explosive
population growth created
a global “fertility boom”,
bringing managing popula-
tion growth front and cen-
tre in development policy,
including in India. In the
second decade of this centu-
ry, “population anxiety”
has captured the public and
political imagination, even
in low fertility developed
countries, manifesting as
anti-immigration activism
mixed as a front for main-
taining the dominant racial
identity.

Even America, the poster
boy of immigration-led dev-
elopment, sustained econo-
mic growth and innovation
since the mid-20th century,
and the favoured destina-
tion for most Indians, has
succumbed to this anxiety.

“Population anxiety”
induced coercive popula-
tion control was most
notable in China, with dele-
terious outcomes. India’s
brief copycat attempt was
fortuitously terminated in
the mid-1970s. Coercive
attempts to reduce fertility

have been short-lived. Most
such ended within forty
years. Declining fertility
and populations induce a
swing to the other extreme
of incentivised birthing, as
in China and Singapore,
because low fertility results
in uncompetitive labour
costs and a shrinking
domestic market — both
are damaging for economic
growth. The UNFPA good
practice asserts that a nor-
mative fertility rate is
ephemeral, and it must be
contextually determined.
Plans to achieve the desired
fertility rate must never be
coercive because such reg-
ulations tend to deprive
women of their reproduc-
tive rights.

“The Real Fertility
Crisis” (UNFPA 2025) per-
sonalises the fertility tran-
sition in India by tracing
three generations of an
Indian family. A grand-
mother who lived under
patriarchal control in the
1960s, had no awareness of
contraception or voice in
the timing or number of
children she had. Her
daughter in the 1990s had
some knowledge of contra-
ception methods but little
agency to decide the num-
ber of children which
catered to the preference
for a boy child. Her recent-
ly-married granddaughter
in the 2020s has already
decided with her husband,
to have two children
(slightly below the replace-
ment rate) so that they can
give them their best.

This vignette exemplifies
why and how India has
transitioned demographi-
cally even at low per capita
income levels — via exten-
sive government outreach,
support for public health
and medical facilities for
pre- and post-natal care,
and by an extension of pub-
lic and private educational
facilities for women. This
task is incomplete, and
results vary significantly
across communities and
regions. The trend line for
gender-sensitive develop-
ment policy, however, is
drawn. It includes reserva-
tion for women of one-third

of seats in India’s Parli-
ament to increase their rep-
resentation from the exist-
ing 14 per cent — an ins-
tance where even UNFPA
would support a “forced
choice” by legal means.

Together with reaching
sustainable fertility rates,
India has also reduced
poverty. The World Bank
assesses that the share of
the poor in India declined
from 27.1 per cent in 2010-11
to 6.25 per cent in 2022
based on $PPP 3.0 (2021) per
day per person poverty
line. Purchasing Power
Parity (PPP) differs from
the market-based currency
exchange rate. It estimates
the income required for a
similar quality of consump-
tion across countries. It
neutralises high subsidies
and lower labour costs (as
in India and most develop-
ing countries) which boost
the real income of house-
holds even if they are lower
in dollars at the exchange
rate. This is a useful guide
for equalising pay for
employees across coun-
tries, as is necessary for
multinationals and the
World Bank.

PPP in India quadruples
notional nominal income
and doubles it in China. But
anyone would rather earn
the equivalent in dollars
than enjoy a higher notion-
al (PPP) value of a lower
income in INR or yuan.
This is why nationalist
economists prefer that
countries should develop
their own poverty line,
relating well-being to mini-
mum income levels in local
monetary terms. There is a
logic to that. One reason
this acquires urgency is
that even as per World
Bank formulations, the
appropriate current pover-
ty line level for India is 2021
PPP$4.20, up from the earli-
er 2017 PPP$3.65, corre-
sponding to living condi-
tions across lower middle-
income countries, like
India.

On this basis, poverty in
India declined from 57.8 per
cent in 2010-11 to 23.89 per
cent in 2022. Economist
Surjit Bhalla, earlier a
member of the PM’s Ec-
onomic Advisory Council,
advocates an upward revi-
sion in the poverty line.

About 27 per cent of
India’s population already
benefits now from multiple
welfare measures. This in-
coherence between claimed
low poverty levels and
much higher subsidy levels
is often, erroneously, used
to question the earlier re-
duction in poverty from
16.22 per cent in 2011 to 2.35
per cent in 2022 at the earli-
er 2017 rate of PPP$2.15 (in
2021 revised to PPP$3.0)
applicable for low-income
economies.

Formally adopting the
PPP$4.2 level prescribed for
lower middle-income coun-
tries seems appropriate for
universal coverage of the
poor, even though the res-
ulting poverty levels would
increase statistically.

Measuring well-being is
far more complicated. The
OECD has a “Well-being
Framework” to assess so-
cial progress. The UNDP’s
“Human Development Ind-
ex” evaluates well-being
from life expectancy, edu-
cation, and income metrics.
The World Happiness
Report ranks countries on
social support, freedom,
and corruption metrics.
India does not fare well on
any of these indices, rela-
tive to its achievements in
reducing fertility, poverty
and boosting economic
growth. The 2020 partner-
ship between Well Being
for Planet Earth, a
Japanese charitable foun-
dation, and Gallup, a US
polling specialist, generates
survey data from 150,000
respondents annually, on
how they view well-being.
India could collaborate
with Japan to develop glob-
ally actionable contextual
well-being metrics for eval-
uating national policies on
equity and economic
growth — that is, if we can
first get around Amartya
Sen’s 1970 paradox of the
“Paretian Liberal” floun-
dering to optimise econom-
ic efficiency with individ-
ual liberty.

The writer is
Distinguished Fellow,

Chintan Research
Foundation, and was 

earlier with the IAS and the
World Bank

Formally adopting
the PPP$4.2 level
prescribed for lower
middle-income
countries seems
appropriate for 
universal coverage
of the poor, even
though the resulting
poverty levels would
increase statistically

Do lower fertility, poverty
rates improve well-being?

The new FASTag Annual Pass, introduced by Union road transport
and highways minister Nitin Gadkari on June 18, represents a quali-
tative improvement to India’s existing highway toll collection sys-

tem. It will save the time and effort of frequent users of national and state
highways in the country, and therefore, it is a welcome initiative.

The concept of FASTags, which utilises Radio Frequency Identification
(RFID) technology for making cashless toll payments, was introduced by
the Narendra Modi government in 2016. It allowed the vehicles to pass
seamlessly through the toll plazas, making the users save on time as well
as fuel. Following the dramatic improvement in
the toll collection process, the government made
FASTags mandatory from January 1, 2021, giv-
ing a big boost to the issuance of RFID cards.
The number of FASTags increased phenomenal-
ly from 2.49 crores in January 2021 to 10.98
crores in May 2025, which validates people’s
adoption of the new toll payment system.

Though the people have adopted the RFID toll
payments, the requirement to keep wallets ade-
quately funded has created problems for fre-
quent travellers. If they forget to add funds to
the wallet, drivers could get stranded at the toll
plaza, resulting in traffic congestion and a waste
of time. The FASTag Annual Pass is expected to
address this problem as it would be valid for 200 trips or for one year,
whichever is the earliest. The average toll paid by a person is `50 per trip.
As the average toll paid for 200 trips would be `10,000, the FASTag Annual
Pass could also help people to save up to `7,000 annually. On the flip side,
however, it would not be of any great help for people who use highways
occasionally and will not be acceptable for airport toll charges amongst
others. If the government makes it acceptable for all types of road-related
payments, including parking fees, it would become a truly ubiquitous card.

Pass for faster highway travel

Trump turns US
military parade

to serve partisan,
political agenda

T
he tradition of military parades dates back
to the ancient civilisational empires of the
Egyptians, Greeks and Romans, who un-
dertook them to celebrate victories, invoke

gods or simply intimidate rivals. But beyond its
political and societal rationale, military parades
also bore some functional utility — such as instill-
ing martial discipline with an insistence on total
coordination, patriotism and loyalty to the “flag”.
As the concept of the nation-state started emerging,
these spectacles became symbols of national
remembrance, cultural coherence and deterrence.

The tenor and accompanying essentialities of mil-
itary parades obviously differed, depending on the
sort of nation or political system it represented. In
dictatorial or authoritarian regimes like North
Korea, China or the erstwhile Soviet Union, they
serve a propagandic purpose. However, some
parades serve the vital purpose of reminding a
nation of its history — such as the Bastille Day
parade in France, to celebrate the French
Revolution, the Victory Day parade in Russia, to
commemorate the Soviet Union’s defeat of Nazi
Germany in the Second World War, and the
Trooping the Colour in Britain, marking the official
birthday of the reigning monarch. India’s Republic
Day parade on January 26 every year marks the
adoption of the Constitution and the birth of a proud
and sovereign republic.

Now, like all participative democracies where the
doctrine of civilian control over the military is con-
stitutionally wired, it is critical to balance such mil-
itaristic events with a larger national identity, pur-
pose and conflation. Hence, the Republic Day
parade is steeped in the symbolism of “unity in
diversity” and federalism. Therefore, when the
national mood occasionally gets polarised, it is the
glorious march of the Indian soldier belonging to
the Naga Regiment, Sikh Regiment, Gorkha
Regiment, Rajput Regiment, Madras Regiment or
Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry advancing in
contingents behind each other that reminds a wary
nation of the uselessness of societal “divides” on the
basis of religion, ethnicity, caste or region that is
possible, given the sort of unhinged politics that has
been pandered to by all dispensations (without
exception) since Independence. This restrained and
measured underpinning to the military parade in
the Indian context also had its roots in its colonial
past, where the Crown was served by tradition-
bound, but loyal military.

In the United States, however, the American nar-
ratives and opinions were shaped by their own his-
tory, circumstances and understanding of demo-
cratic imperatives. Even though the grand review
of the armies following the end of the Civil War in
1865 led to a massive military march, or more
recently, the National Victory Celebration (to mark

the success of the Gulf War) was held — displays of
military might were seen to militate against the
American notion of democratic ideals. Such
parades were, typically, the standard instruments
deployed by the “other side” during the Cold War,
and so these were shunned.

Due to relative lack of history, given America’s
long history of immigration, and with no real dan-
ger of implosive societal “divides” (at least, earlier),
Americans never felt the need to hold such specta-
cles. Importantly, the US military needed no such
public valorisation either as it was always a deeply
respected institution. The professional and emo-
tional aspects of the “patriotic duty” of the US sol-
dier was uniquely reserved for the men and women
in uniform, which could not be usurped by any
politician, unlike countries like India where the
imagery of the “Indian soldier” is sought and
appropriated to build political muscularity for wily
politicians. Therefore, there were always good rea-
sons for countries like India to persist with the tra-
dition, and for countries like the US not to start one.

But President Donald Trump went beyond
American traditions and objectives, such as Fourth
of July or Veterans Day celebrations, to showcase a
personal-political spectacle via a military parade in
a bid to serve his own “muscular” desperation.
Seemingly intent on drowning the societal disso-
nance owing to hundreds of simultaneous protests

(under the “No Kings” banner) against his illiberal
agenda, Trump presided over an unprecedented US
military parade on June 14, which tellingly coincid-
ed with his own birthday! Despite the draft-dodger
Trump’s condescending (and inconsistent) homilies
to the American soldier as one who drove “bayonets
into the heart of sinister empires” and similar the-
atrics, he has shoved the avowedly apolitical and
non-partisan institution of the US military towards
the dangerous shores of partisanship.

Attempts to politicise the US military have been
long in the making under Trump. From removing
senior officers under the pretext of diversity, equity
and inclusion to reinstating discharged service
members (for violating service norms), to creating
military zones on Mexico’s borders and unleashing
Marines on the streets of Los Angeles, the abuse of
the armed forces has been unparalleled. Previous
American Presidents (both Democrat and
Republican) are aghast and see the US military
parade as part of the same political project. Whether
in the US, France or India, soldiers would only want
to celebrate a national or constitutional cause, and
not a partisan or personal one. That is the funda-
mental difference.

The writer is a retired lieutenant-general and a
former lieutenant-governor of the Andaman and

Nicobar Islands and Puducherry

Subhani

Bhopinder
Singh

Sanjeev Ahluwalia

The average toll
paid by a person is
`50 per trip. As the

average toll paid 
for 200 trips would

be `10,000, the
FASTag Annual 
Pass could also 
help people to 

save up to `7,000
annually.
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TRUMP MEETS MUNIR
It is really shocking to see
US President Donald Trump
hosting a lunch, a presti-
gious event meant for
select heads of govern-
ment, for Field Marshal
Asim Munir of Pakistan,
indicating that he wants to
have out of the way good
relations at any cost with
Islamabad (Pak Army Chief
meets Trump, June 19).

Sangeeta Inamdar
Hyderabad 

REVANTH, KCR
It is almost two-and-a-half years
since A. Revanth Reddy took charge
as Chief Minister, but not a single
day passes without him blaming his
predecessor and BRS chief K.
Chandrashekar Rao (Revanth bla-
mes KCR for state’s water woes, June
19). It is high time Revanth Reddy
settles down to business and
ensures the successful completion
of the 6Gs promised by ramping up
financial resources 

Shivane Datta 
Hyderabad

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy
must stop playing the blame game
and take stock of the performance of
the present government. There are
many issues at hand including the
bad condition of many roads in
Hyderabad, which may turn worse
when full-fledged monsoon sets it.
There will be nobody left to be
blamed but his government alone.

Kishore Sitamraju
Hyderabad

CANTONMENT DUES
The SCB staff is now alert for recov-
ery of water bills and property tax
collections perhaps for revenue col-
lection before civil areas merge
plans with the GHMC (SCB faces
cash crunch, salaries of staff
delayed, June 19). Riding or driving
in SCB lanes causes spinal injuries
as the road conditions are very bad.
How long must residents suffer?

Naresh Sohanraj
Secunderabad

ANIMAL CRUELTY
We thank DC for highlighting ani-
mal cruelty issues be it of horses by
the Hyderabad Race Club or the
shameful treatment of animals by
Palamur Biosciences (FIR against
Palamur Biosciences, June 19). The
incidents show the moral degrada-
tion of scientists. Nothing can be
too harsh on these people by way of
punishment. They should be named
and shamed so people dare not
carry out such experiments.

Raseel Ahluwalia
Secunderabad

LETTERS

Email your letters to
info@deccanmail.com, 

editor@deccanmail.com.



SHORT TAKES
JAIDEEP REDDY

TO TAKE OVER AS
HYD CREDAI CHIEF

SHINDE’S SHIV
SENA TO FIGHT

POLLS IN TG

WE-HUB LAUNCHES
PRE-INCUBATION

MEET FOR WOMEN
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

We-Hub, the government’s
incubator for empowering
women entrepreneurs, launc-
hed its pre-incubation pro-
gramme  “We-Reach” on
Thursday to support women at
the early stages of their start-
up journey. The programme
has been designed to nurture
entrepreneurial potential
among 120 selected rural
women participants, a state-
ment said.

Inaugurated by Hyderabad
collector Harichandana
Dasari, the initiative will offer
comprehensive support from
ideation to enterprise estab-
lishment including business
skills training, financial and
digital literacy, mentorship,
exposure visits, and assistance
with MSME formalisation.

DC CORRESPONDENT
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Shiv Sena Telangana presi-
dent Sinkaru Shivaji said the
party would contest local elec-
tions in the state on its own.
He asked party workers to
strengthen the party in every
village and announced that it
would hold a public meeting
here soon. Shivani was speak-
ing at meeting with Shiv Sena
chief and Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde at his home in Thane,
Maharashtra. The leaders met
to celebrate Shiv Sena’s
Foundation Day. Shivaji said,
“Shiv Sena is a party that
works for the country and pro-
tects dharma. We don’t do
vote-bank politics. We support
Hindutva leadership and
invite all those who want to
fight for Sanatana Dharma.”

MAN SENTENCED
TO LIFE IN JAIL

FOR KILLING AUNT

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

N. Jaideep Reddy will now take
over as president of Credai-
Hyderabad for a two-year term
on Friday. The names of the
other members of the new
team, including vice presi-
dents, secretary, treasurer and
joint secretary will also be
announced, according to a
statement from Credai
(Confederation of Real Estate
Developers’ Associations of
India.

The outgoing team comprises
V. Rajashekar Reddy as Credai-
Hyderabad president, B.
Jagannath Rao (general secre-
tary), Aditya Gowra (treasur-
er), Kothapalli Rambabu (joint
secretary) and vice-presidents
G. Anand Reddy and Kacham
Rajeshwar.  
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Three universities from
Hyderabad — IIT
Hyderabad, University of
Hyderabad, and Osmania
University — have fea-
tured in the QS World
University Rankings 2026.

IIT Hyderabad emerged
as the highest-ranked
institution from the city. It
was placed at 664 in a list
of 1,501 institutions
across 106 countries,
improving from its previ-
ous 681–690 band. The
institute’s official QS pro-
file shows consistent per-
formance across core indi-
cators, including research
output and internationali-
sation. Though category-
wise ranks weren’t dis-
closed, IIT-H has main-
tained its place among the
top 700 globally.

According to the insti-

tute, its rise reflects its
focus on research and
innovation since its incep-
tion in 2008. With strong
postgraduate and doctoral
enrolments, IIT-H has also
been steadily expanding
international collabora-
tions and startup sup-
port.The University of
Hyderabad (UoH) has
been ranked in the 801–850
band overall — the same
rank as last year. However,
it ranked 335 globally in
‘Citations per Faculty’,
indicating high research
impact relative to faculty
size.“We are delighted to

have achieved a notable
ranking of 335 in the
world in the ‘Citations per
Faculty’ indicator,” said
UoH Vice Chancellor Prof.
B.J. Rao. “This recogni-
tion shows the dedication
and hard work of our fac-
ulty and researchers.” He
also acknowledged that
“there is room for
improvement in global
visibility and perception.”

UoH ranked 692 in aca-
demic reputation and 701+
in employer reputation.
Its performance in student
diversity, faculty ratio,
and international rese-
arch network remained in
the lower bands (801+).

Osmania University fea-
tured in the 1201–1400
band, one of the few state
g ove r n m e n t - m a n a g e d
public universities in
India to be included in the
rankings. This is the sec-
ond consecutive year the

university has appeared
in the QS list.

While it did not score
high in research or repu-
tation indicators, officials
described the inclusion as
an important step. “We see
this as encouragement to
build on our academic
legacy and strengthen our
international standing,” a
university official said.

India had 54 institutions
ranked this year. The
rankings assessed over
8,400 institutions and fea-
tured 1,501 from 106 coun-
tries based on academic
reputation, employer per-
ception, faculty-student
ratio, citations, sustain-
ability, and more.

While IIT-H and UoH
showed strength in
research metrics, all three
universities scored low on
international student
diversity and employment
outcomes.

IIT-Hyd secures 664th
spot in global rankings
UoH ranked in 801-850 band, OU falls in 1201-1400 band

NABINDER 
BOMMALA I DC
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After the state government
allocated `20 crore for the
celebration of the annual
Bonalu festival, several
temples where Goddess
Durga and her forms are
worshipped have sped up
the activity for celebrating
the monsoon festival. The
festival will start on June
26 and continue till July
24.

Every year, the members
of the temple committees
receive financial assis-
tance from the state gov-
ernment, with cheques
being distributed 10 days
ahead of the festival in
that particular area. 

Just days to go for June
26, the city temples are get-
ting decked up. The
Bonalu festival will be cel-
ebrated initially on the
first Sunday of the Ashada
Masam at Golconda. The
temple of the deity
Jagadambika Yellamma
Talli, also known as

Oruganti Yellamma by
senior citizens of
Golconda, inside the fort
was recently inspected by
transport minister
Ponnam Prabhakar and
Hyderabad Collector Hari
Chandana Dasari.

At Golconda Fort, the
Bonams are traditionally
offered every Thursday
and Sunday during the
entire festive season till
July 24.

After Golconda, the
Bonalu festival is celebrat-
ed in Secunderabad, with
the scheduled date being
July 13 (Sunday), followed
by Rangam on the next
day, where the Oracle will
give her predictions. After
Rangam is performed, a
procession is taken out.
After the celebrations in

the Secunderabad area
and its vicinity, on the next
Sunday, the Bonalu festi-
val is celebrated in the Old
City — on July 20.

While painting works are
underway at Lal Darwaza
Temple, and a road leading
to the place has also been
restored, at the Sri Ujjaini
Mahakali Devasthanam in
Secunderabad, the ele-
phant from Anantapur
will scale up the festive
spirit at the Bonalu cele-
brations at this temple.

A couple of years ago,
Gajalakshmi Menaka, fea-
tured in the Baahubali
movie, was the attraction
at the temple procession of
Sri Ujjaini Mahakali
Devasthanam. “This same
elephant will be used at
the Akkanna Madanna
Mahankali Temple in the
Old City and for the
Muharram procession
too,” said an official from
the endowments depart-
ment. After the Old City,
the celebrations are held
on the following Sunday —
July 27.

Celebrations to begin from Golconda on June 26, elephant likely for festival in Sec’badMONSOON | FESTIVAL

Goddess temples spruce up for grand Bonalu festivities

PULI SHARATH KUMAR |
DC
WARANGAL, JUNE 19

For the first time in the
temple’s history, the state
government will offer a
golden Bonam to Goddess
Sri Bhadrakali Devi at the
Bhadrakali temple in
Warangal. This will be the
first time that Bonalu will
be celebrated in Ashadam
at the Bhadrakali Temple
in Warangal.

Built during the Kaka-
tiya period, the temple
holds great historical and
cultural significance. It
regularly hosts rituals and
special festivities, espe-
cially during Navratri.

While the Ashadam
Bonalu festival is predomi-
nantly celebrated in
Hyderabad, similar rituals
are observed in villages
across various parts of
Telangana. In the erst-

while Warangal district,
Bonalu festivities are tra-
ditionally held in the
month of Shravana for vil-
lage deities such as
Yellamma, Pochamma,
Beeranna, and Mysamma.

With the arrival of
Ashadam, Bonalu festivi-
ties commence in

Hyderabad and continue
for a month.

After the formation of
Telangana, Bonalu was
declared a state festival.
Following this, the
Mahankali Temple Trust
members took the initia-
tive to spread the tradition
of offering the golden

Bonam across the state.
As part of this initiative,

golden Bonams began to
be offered at major tem-
ples dedicated to the Godd-
ess in both Telugu states.

Beginning this year,
under the orders of the
endowments department
and the direction of the
Telangana government,
the temple committee in
Warangal will oversee the
golden Bonam offering to
Goddess Bhadrakali
Ammavaru.

In preparation for the
historic event, the authori-
ties of the Bhadrakali
Devi Temple have begun
elaborate arrangements. 

Endowments minister
Konda Surekha is sched-
uled to visit the temple on
June 22 to present the gold-
en Bonam. The celebra-
tion is expected to draw a
large number of devotees,
including 200 to 300 artists.

RACHEL DAMMALA I DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

As India explores driver-
assist and autonomous
vehicle technologies, rese-
archers at IIT Hyderabad
say the country still lacks
a proper ecosystem to
develop and test these sys-
tems. Now, through a new
collaboration with Jap-
an’s Mitsubishi Electric,
they hope to bridge that
gap.

“There is a void in creat-
ing an ecosystem for
research and development
to deliver services for
innovation through indus-
try-academia collabora-
tion,” said Nobutoshi
Todoroki, general manag-
er at Mitsubishi Electric’s
Advanced Technology
R&D Centre. “We are
pleased to enter this col-
laboration, combining our
expertise to contribute to
the future of society.”

The partnership, signed
with TiHAN – IIT
Hyderabad’s hub for
autonomous navigation
research – includes joint
efforts on testing, skill-
building and support for
startups working on self-
driving or AI-powered
vehicle systems. “TiHAN
is working towards the
vision of becoming the
destination for next-gen-
eration mobility solu-
tions. This platform offers
a collaborative space for
industry, R&D labs and
academia to work togeth-
er,” said Prof. P.
Rajalakshmi, project
director. Funded by the
department of science
and technology, the
TiHAN facility houses
India’s only large-scale

testbed for autonomous
vehicles. It includes prov-
ing grounds, smart inter-
sections and environ-
mental simulators
that allow
researchers to
study system
performance in
rain, traffic and
other complex
conditions.

Describing the col-
laboration as “a long-
standing partnership,”
IIT-H director Prof. B.S.
Murty said it aligns with
the institute’s broader

mission of developing
technologies that serve
society. He added that
TiHAN’s focus on Indian
road conditions makes it a
unique testbed.

Mitsubishi Electric,
which plans to establish
an incubation centre in
India, views the partner-
ship as a path to practical
solutions. “We can ensure
products are market-
ready, meet international

standards, and
reduce redundant

work,” Todo-roki
said.

Re s e a r c h e r s
say the collabo-
ration isn’t just

about building
autonomous vehi-

cles, but about creat-
ing a long-term innova-
tion ecosystem — from
classroom to test track —
that supports India’s
future mobility landscape.

IIT-H, Mitsubishi team
up for self-driven cars

The presiding deity Bhadrakali Devi at the historic
Bhadrakali Temple situated in Warangal city.

● The partner-
ship, signed
with TiHAN –
IIT Hyderabad’s
hub for
autonomous
navigation
research. 

● It includes
joint efforts on

testing, skill-
building
and sup-
port for
startups

working on
self-driving

or AI-powered
vehicle sys-
tems. 

● It includes
proving grounds,
smart intersec-
tions and envi-
ronmental simula-
tors that allow
researchers to study
system performance in rain, traf-
fic and other complex conditions.

The
TiHAN

facility houses
India’s only large-
scale testbed for

autonomous
vehicles. 
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The Principal District and
Sessions Court at LB Nagar on
Wednesday sentenced a 30-
year-old man to life imprison-
ment for murdering his mater-
nal aunt over a financial dis-
pute. According to police, the
accused, Madhagoni Raju, a
resident of Injapur, was found
guilty of murdering
Lakshmamma on February 17,
2024.

The case was registered with
Vanasthalipuram police, who
investigated the matter and
filed a chargesheet and
secured the conviction and
sentencing of Raju

Investigators said Raju had
borrowed `5.2 lakh from
Lakshmamma in several
instances, including during
the Covid-19 lockdown. Unable
to repay the money, he report-
edly faced repeated verbal
abuse and humiliation from
her.

On the day of the incident,
the police said, an argument
broke out between the
Lakshmamma and Raju near
her residence. Raju followed
her home, waited until she
was alone and attacked her
with cement bricks, striking
her head and face. She died on
the spot.

Based on the investigation
and Raju’s confession, police
filed a chargesheet under
Section 302 of the Indian Penal
Code. The court convicted him
and sentenced him to life
imprisonment, along with a
fine of `1,000. 

The police investigation and
prosecution of the case drew
praise from the authorities.

FROM PAGE 1

Mainly to facilitate discus-
sions and arrive at an ami-
cable resolution regarding
the Banakacharla project.
Revanth Reddy and Uttam
Kumar Reddy firmly
opposed the Banakacharla
project, stating it contra-
vened both the Godavari
Water Disputes Tribunal
(GWDT) award of 1980 and
the AP Reorganisation
Act, 2014. They accused
AP of proceeding unilater-
ally, without securing
approvals from the
Central Water Commi-
ssion (CWC), Godavari
River Management Board
and the Apex Council
chaired by the jal shakti
minister and the two CMs.

Revanth Reddy expres-
sed serious concern over
the Union finance and
environment ministries
granting clearances to the
Banakacharla project,
which AP claims was
based on flood waters of
the Godavari. Revanth
Reddy pointed out that the
GWDT award does not
mention “flood waters” or
“surplus waters” as legal
categories for allocation.

Revanth Reddy noted
that the AP government
had taken up projects such
as Purushothapatnam,
V e n k a t a n a g a r a m ,
Pattiseema and Chintala-
pudi, under the Polavaram
scheme using Godavari
floodwaters without
approvals from the techni-
cal advisory committee of
the CWC. He also flagged
environmental violations
in the redesign and con-
struction of the Polava-
ram project, urging the
Centre to intervene and
uphold the regulations.

Revanth Reddy proposed
an alternative, linking
Icchampally to Nagar-
junasagar with Central
funding to divert water to
the Penna basin. This plan
would benefit both states.

Revanth: Tribunal doesn’t list
Godavari flood, surplus water

● ● WHILE OSMANIA
University did not score
high in research or repu-
tation indicators, officials
described the inclusion as
an encouragement to
build on its academic
legacy.

BALU PULIPAKA I DC
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Former irrigation minis-
ter and senior BRS leader
T. Harish Rao on Thur-
sday excoriated Chief
Minister A. Revanth
Reddy for “approving”
AP’s Godavari-Banaka-
charla irrigation project. 

“Revanth gave a blanket
clearance to AP Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu by saying
Chandrababu should give
a NOC to our using 1,000
tmc ft of Godavari water,
and 500 tmc ft of Krishna
water. Telangana already
has hydrological clear-
ances from the Central
Water Commission for
using 946 tmc ft of
Godavari waters. What
Revanth did by his NOC
offer is nothing but app-
roving the Banakacharla
project,” Harish Rao said.

“Who is Revanth to give
away Telangana’s water to
Chandrababu? Does he
think he is a king? Can do
whatever he pleases with
the lives of lakhs of peo-
ple and their water

rights,” Harish Rao said at
a press conference here.

“With his statements
yesterday (Wednesday),
Revanth displayed his
utter ignorance. Irriga-
tion minister N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy sat silently
next to him without cor-
recting the CM,” Harish
Rao said.

The BRS leader said
Revanth Reddy showed
how clueless he was about
vital issues. “He does not
have basic knowledge
about river basins, all he
knows is how to carry
bags of cash. He does not
know where Devadula
project is. Even worse, his

irrigation adviser
Adityanath Das, who was
AP chief Secretary and
irrigation secretary, said
Banakacharla was in
Prakasam district, while
it is in Nandyal district.”

Harish Rao slammed
Revanth Reddy for alleg-
ing that former chief min-
ister K. Chandrashekar
Rao had said “KCR said
there is 3,000 tmc ft of
water in the Godavari
flowing into the Bay of
Bengal every year,” and
because of this AP was
going ahead with the
Banakacharla project.

Harish Rao said the est-
mation was made by the
Central Water Commis-
sion, which Chandrashe-
kar Rao had referred to at
an Apex Council meeting.

Harish Rao said there
was never any agreement
with the Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy government, and
that the then AP CM had
backed out because “KCR
insisted that Telangana’s
interests must come first.
Revanth and Uttam are
lying on this just as they
lie on every other issue.”

Harish: CM’s NOC plan
will favour Banakacharla

● ● THE PARTNERSHIP
includes joint efforts on
testing, skill-building and
support for startups work-
ing on self-driving or 
vehicle systems powered
by artificial intelligence.

T. Harish Rao

Bhadrakali to get Golden Bonam
● ● AFTER GOLCONDA,
the Bonalu festival will 
be celebrated in
Secunderabad on July 13
(Sunday), followed by the
festivities in the Old City
on July 20.

WHAT TELANGANA WANTS
CHIEF MINSTER
Revanth Reddy

presses for swift
verdict from the

Krishna Water
Disputes

Tribunal-II.

IF TELANGANA’S
concerns were
ignored, the state
government
would approach
the Supreme
Court.

CLEARANCES and water allo-
cations for Palamuru-
Rangareddy, Sammakka-
Sarakka and Thummidihatti proj-
ects.

CENTRAL FUNDING for the Musi 
rejuvenation project at par with the
Ganga and Yamuna clean-up initiatives.

NO-OBJECTION certificate (NOC) to
Telangana from the Centre and AP to
utilise 1,500 tmc ft of water — 1,000 tmc ft
from the Godavari and 500 tmc from the
Krishna, to irrigate 1.5 crore acres.

Painting underway at the Bibi ka Alawa in Dabeerpura, ahead of the Muharram
month on Thursday. The observance of the month of mourning will begin later in
June. The 10th day of Muharram could fall on July 6. — P. SURENDRA

Getting set for Muharram
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Khadi and Village
Industries Commission
said it had disbursed a
margin money subsidy of
`300 crore to 11,480 serv-
ice sector beneficiaries
across the country under
the Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation
Programme(PMEGP).

This disbursement was
done against the loan
sanction of `906 crore. In
Telangana, Andhra Pra-
desh, Karnataka, Tamil
nadu, Kerala and Pudu-
cherry a subsidy of `116
crore was disbursed, cov-
ering 4,565 projects while
loans exceeding `343 crore
were sanctioned for these
projects.

The amount was

released by Manoj Kumar,
KVIC chairman, to the
bank accounts of benefici-
aries virtually. Kumar
said the scheme was not
limited to providing only
financial assistance but it
had become a social move-
ment which was connect-
ing lakhs of youth,
women and artisans with
self employment and
entrepreneurship.

Khadi panel disburses `300-cr
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SHORT TAKES
SONIA GANDHI

DISCHARGED
FROM HOSPITAL

RAHUL GANDHI
RELOCATES TO

BUNGALOW NO. 5

Rahul Gandhi meets Congress
workers and well-wishers on
the occasion of his birthday. 

New Delhi, June 19:
Congress Parliamentary Party
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi
was discharged from Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital here on
Thursday, four days after being
admitted for a stomach-related
issue, the hospital said.

The 78-year-old leader had
been under medical care since
June 15 for an abdominal
infection.

According to Dr Ajay
Swaroop, the chairman of the
hospital, Gandhi’s condition is
now stable.

“She has been discharged
and will continue to receive
treatment on an outpatient
basis,” he said.

Senior doctors involved in
her care, including Dr S
Nundy and Dr Amitabh Yadav,
said she responded well to the
treatment.

“She was admitted for an
abdominal infection, which
has been managed with med-
ications. Her condition has
improved, and she will be
closely monitored as an outpa-
tient,” the doctors stated in a
release.She was admitted to
the hospital’s gastroenterolo-
gy department last Sunday.

New Delhi, June 19:
Bungalow No. 5, Sunehri Bagh
Road, will be Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi's
new address and he has started
the process of shifting on the
occasion of his birthday on
Thursday but will start living
there before the next Par-
liament session, party sources
said.Gandhi has agreed to have
5, Sunehri Bagh Road as his
official residence, they said. He
started shifting his belongings
from Thursday to the new acc-
ommodation, the sources said.

Gandhi will start living in
that bungalow in a few days
from now before the Monsoon
Session of Parliament begins
on July 21, they said.Last year,
parliamentary sources had
said Gandhi had been
offered the bungalow and a
response is awaited from his
end.Since Gandhi became an
MP, his residence had been 12,
Tughlaq Lane. 

However, he had vacated that
house after he was disqualified
from Lok Sabha in 2023, follow-
ing his conviction in a defama-
tion case.

PM CONDOLES 9
DEATHS IN PUNE
ROAD ACCIDENT

DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, JUNE 19

At least nine people, including
a woman and a six-year-old
child, were killed and couple
of others were injured during
a collision between a speeding
car and a stationary pick-up
truck on the Jejuri-Morgaon
Road in Pune district on
Wednesday evening. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi con-
doled the death of people in
the accident and announced ex
gratia of Rs two lakh from
PMNRF to the next of kin of
each deceased.

According to Pune Rural
Police officials, the owner of
Shriram Dhaba, Somnath
Wayse, was unloading a refrig-
erator from a delivery pickup
vehicle when a Swift Dzire car
suddenly rammed into them
from behind at high speed.
The impact was severe, result-
ing in nine fatalities on the
spot, including seven men, a
woman and a child. 

The police informed that
seven deceased individuals
have been identified while one
male victim remains unidenti-
fied. 

Those identified include
Somnath Ramchandra Wayse
and Ramu Sanjivan Yadav
from Nazare in Purandar,
Ajaykumar Chauhan from
Kushinagar in Uttar Pradesh,
Ajit Ashok Jadhav from
Kanjale in Bhor, Kiran Bharat
Raut from Pawarwadi in
Indapur, Ashwini Santosh
Aisar from 
Nangnapur in Solapur,
Akshay Shankar Raut from
Zhargadwai in Baramati,
Sarthak Kiran Raut and a six-
year-old child.

India begins evacuation
of nationals from Israel
Land borders with Jordan, Egypt being explored for rescue
SRIDHAR
KUMARASWAMI | DC
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

With a beleaguered Iran
refusing to back down and
stepping up retaliation
against Israel, India on
Thursday evening decided
to evacuate those of its
nationals from Israel who
wish to leave thereby
broadening the scope of
Operation Sindhu to
include evacuation of
Indian nationals from both
the warring nations.
“Their travel from Israel to
India will be facilitated
through the land borders
and thereafter by air to
India,” New Delhi said.
Evacuation through
Israel’s land borders with
Jordan and Egypt are being
looked at. According to
reports, a hospital in the
Israeli town of Beersheba
has been hit as Iran fired a
barrage of missiles at the
country which has sent
alarm bells ringing in New
Delhi.   

India had begun
Operation Sindhu on
Wednesday initially to
evacuate Indian nationals
only from Iran but this will
now include evacuation of
Indian nationals from
Israel as well. In the early
hours of Thursday, 110
Indian students evacuated
out of Iran arrived on an
evacuation flight from the
Armenian Capital Yerevan
after having been evacuat-
ed first through the Iranian
land border into Armenia.
Welcoming the Indian stu-
dents home, Minister of
State (MoS) for External
Affairs Kirti Vardhan
Singh indicated that more
Indian nationals from Iran
would also soon be evacuat-
ed through Turkmenistan
by chartered flights. Iran
shares a land border with
Central Asian nation
Turkmenistan as well.

But the challenge faced by
India in evacuating its
nationals from Israel may
be far greater. According to
some reports, there were

till recently only about
4,000 Indians in Iran of
which about half were stu-
dents but the number of
Indians living and working
in Israel is much larger and
could exceed even 20,000.
The MEA had said in April
last year that there were
then about 18,000 Indian
caregivers in Israel. Apart
from this number, there are
also Indian professionals
living and working in
Israel. Also, Indian con-
struction workers have also
been going to Israel to work
there.     Meawnhile , New
Delhi said, “In view of the
recent developments
between Israel and Iran,
the Government of India
has decided to evacuate fro-
m Israel those Indian
nationals who wish to
leave.

SC TO K’TAKA:
ENSURE ‘THUG
LIFE’ RELEASE
DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

The Supreme Court on
Thursday directed the
Karnataka government
to act against those
obstructing the release
of Kamal Haasan star-
rer "Thug Life" in the
state, underlining that a
movie, stand-up comedy
or a poem's recital can't
be stopped on grounds of
hurt sentiments.

A two-judge bench of
Justices Ujjal Bhuyan
and Manmohan said:
"There is no end to hurt-
ing sentiments in India.
If a stand-up comedian
says something, senti-
ments are hurt and there
is vandalism and pro-
tests. Where are we
heading? Does it mean
because of protests, a
movie should be stopped
or stand up comedy
should be stopped or
reciting of poems be
stopped?"The State has
filed an affidavit, paving
the way for the release of
the movie..., we find that
it would be in the inter-
est of justice to bring
closure to the matter. We
don't find it appropriate
to lay guidelines.”

Extremists exploit Canada: CSIS
FROM PAGE 1

“Since the mid-1980s, the
politically motivated vio-
lent extremism (PMVE)
threat in Canada has mani-
fested primarily through
Canada-based Khalistani
extremists (CBKEs) seek-
ing to use and support vio-
lent means to create an
independent nation state
called Khalistan, largely
within Punjab, India”, the
CSIS said, according to
media reports.

The CSIS report further
said: “A small group of
individuals are considered
Khalistani extremists
because they continue to
use Canada as a base for
the promotion, fundraising
or planning of violence,
primarily in India.”

It added: “In particular,

real and perceived
Khalistani extremism
emerging from Canada
continues to drive Indian
foreign interference activi-
ties in Canada.”According
to global media reports, the
CSIS report said India is a

perpetrator of foreign
interference in Canada but
added that China poses the
greatest counter-intelli-
gence threat to Canada.
The report also named
Russia, Iran and Pakistan
as countries of concern in
this regard. “Indian offi-
cials, including their
Canada-based proxy
agents, engage in a range of
activities that seek to influ-
ence Canadian communi-
ties and politicians,” the
CSIS report stated. “These
activities attempt to steer
Canada’s positions into
alignment with India’s
interests on key issues, par-
ticularly with respect to
how the Indian govern-
ment perceives Canada-
based supporters of an
independent homeland
that they call Khalistan.”

Trump discusses
Iran with Pakistan
FROM PAGE 1

Despite refutations by
India that the ceasefire
"understanding" last
month was reached
"directly" at the behest of
Pakistan, Mr Trump per-
sisted with his narrative
that it was he who bro-
kered the truce
between the two
neighbours as
recently as
W e d n e s d a y .
However, on
Thursday, the US
President, in con-
trast with his often
repeated claim,
credited the lead-
ers of the two countries
with ending the May 7-10
hostilities.

The US President told
the media: "… I'm so
happy that two smart peo-
ple, plus you know, people
on their staff too, but two
smart people, two very
smart people, decided not
to keep going with that
war. That could have been
a nuclear war. Those are
two nuclear powers, big

ones, big, big nuclear pow-
ers, and they decided
that.”

Mr Trump also con-
firmed that he had dis-
cussed the Israel-Iran con-
flict at a closed-door lunch
at the White House
Cabinet Room with the
Pakistan Army Chief and

said he was "hon-
oured" to meet
him. He also said
he had invited
Gen. Munir to
thank him for
ending the mili-
tary confronta-
tion with India
last month and
added that the US

wanted to do trade deals
with both India and
Pakistan. The US
President told the media,
"Well, they (Pakistan)
know Iran very well, bet-
ter than most, and they're
not happy about anything.
It's not that they're bad
with Israel. They know
them both, actually, but
they probably, maybe,
know Iran better, but they
see what's going on.

MANOJ ANAND | DC
GUWAHATI, JUNE19

The District and Sessions
Court in Shillong on
Thursday remanded
Sonam Raghbanshi and
Raj Kushwaha on two days
police custody while three
other accused have been
sent on 14 days judicial
custody.

Meghalaya police on
Thursday produced all five
accused of Indore busi-
nessman Raja
Raghuvanshi’s murder
case,  including his wife
Sonam and her alleged
lover Raj Kushwaha before
the court and demanded
extension of police cus-
tody to conclude the

remaining investigation
into the sensational mur-
der case.

Earlier police revealed
that a new name Sanjay
Verma that had surfaced
during the investigation
was none other than Raj
Kushwaha, Sonam's lover
who hatched the plan for
Raja's murder.

Police said that Sonam
Raghuvanshi had saved
alleged lover and co-con-
spirator, Raj Kushwaha's
number as "Sanjay Verma"
possibly to avoid any sus-
picion. According to
police, Sonam saved Raj's
phone number as "Sanjay
Verma" to conceal their
relationship, obviously to
avoid suspicion. Police

accessed call records
showing a high volume of
calls between Sonam and
"Sanjay Verma," revealing
a close relationship
between Sonam and her

alleged accomplice, Raj.
Raja Raghuvanshi, a

transport businessman
from Indore, was found
dead on June 2 in
Meghalaya, allegedly

killed by three assassins
during a honeymoon trip
with Sonam. The accused
Sonam, Raj Kushwaha,
Anand Singh Kurmi,
Akash Rajput, and Vishal
Singh Chauhan were
arrested and remanded to
eight days’ police custody
on June 11.

Police which on
Thursday pleaded for
extension of police cus-
tody of the accused , said
that investigation has
expanded beyond
Meghalaya. Police team
was in Indore to examine
Sonam’s family members
and to recover her missing
cell phones. Police are also
examining her contacts
and relationships for the

past several months, look-
ing for connections or co-
conspirators. 

Meanwhile in the wake
of this sensational murder
the state government has
also introduced certain
changes in its tourism pol-
icy. The Meghalaya gov-
ernment has mandated
that all homestays and
resorts now register
tourists on its official
tourism app, and the infor-
mation about every trav-
eller is now stored digital-
ly. This new protocol aims
to improve tourist 
tracking and support
investigations ensuring
better oversight in the
wake of the sensational
crime.

Honeymoon murder sparks ILP demand 
Govt alters tourism policy, makes digital records mandatory for travellersMEGHALAYA | ALERT

210 bodies identified, given to 187 families 

Air India wreckage
awaits recovery still

Cheaper air tickets until 
mid-July, starting now
FROM PAGE 1

The cuts will be imple-
mented between now and
June 20 and will continue
thereafter until at least
mid-July. This effectively
adds to our reserve air-
craft availability to take
care of any unplanned dis-
ruptions,” Air India said. 

The airline added that
the DGCA mandated
enhanced safety inspec-
tion across Air India’s
Boeing 787-8/9 aircraft
fleet was going on and out
of total 33 aircraft, inspec-
tions have been completed
on 26 which had been
cleared for service.
Inspection of the remain-
der will be complete in the
coming days. “The fact

that 26 aircraft have been
cleared gives reassurance
in the safety measures and
procedures that we fol-
low,” the airline said in a
statement. As a matter of
added precaution, Air

India will also undertake
enhanced safety checks on
its Boeing 777 fleet.“Going
forward, we will continue
to cooperate with the
authorities, viz AAIB,
DGCA, MoCA to ensure
the safety of our passen-
gers, our crew and our air-
craft, which remains our
highest priority,” Air
India said.In a personal
message to the frequent
fliers of Air India, its CEO
Campbell Wilson tried to
provide clarity about
AI171 that crashed in
Ahmedabad. He said the
flight was led by Captain
Sumeet Sabharwal, a
highly experienced pilot
and trainer with over
10,000 hours flying wide-
body aircraft. 

Ahmedabad, June 19: A
week after the devastat-
ing Air India plane crash
in Ahmedabad claimed
270 lives, the debris,
including the ill-fated air-
craft’s tail fin, is still
lying at the site as investi-
gators looked for clues to
establish the exact cause
behind the accident, said
officials on Thursday.

The London-bound
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner
with 242 persons on board
plunged into a medical
hostel complex in
Meghaninagar moments
after taking off from the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport at
1.39 pm on June 12. As
many as 270 persons,
including passengers,
crew members and people
on the ground, were killed
in the crash and subse-
quent fire, which engulfed
the aircraft as well as hos-
tel buildings.

The Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau
(AAIB), a division of the
Ministry of Civil
Aviation, is leading the
investigation and its
members keep visiting
the site as part of the
probe into one of the
worst air disasters in
recent times.

While the Gujarat gov-
ernment on Thursday
clarified that it has no
role in the investigation,
local firemen are helping
forensic and aviation
experts in their ongoing
probe at the crash site,
said Ahmedabad’s
Additional Chief Fire
Officer Jayesh
KhadiaAfter the aircraft
smashed into the medical
hostel complex, its tail fin
got stuck on top of the
hostel canteen’s damaged
building and it was
brought to the ground
using cranes on June 14,
two days after the acci-
dent, said Khadia.

“The debris, including

the tail fin, is still lying at
the site. There are no
orders on moving the rub-
ble to some other place,”
he informed.

Inspector DB Basiya of
the Meghaninagar police
station, under whose
jurisdiction the crash
occurred, maintained
that AAIB will decide the
fate of the plane wre-
ckage.“Role of the police
is limited to protecting
the site. The plane’s
wreckage is still lying
there. AAIB will decide
what to do with it. It is
possible that in the
future, AAIB may take the
debris to another spot for
investigation,” said
Basia.Days after AAIB
found the Flight Data
Recorder (FDR) of the ill-

fated plane, investigators
on June 16 confirmed that
Cockpit Voice Recorder
was also recovered from
the debris, a crucial dis-
covery that is expected to
help ascertain the cause
of the horrific
accident.The officials
confirmed the recovery of
black boxes to P K
Mishra, Principal
Secretary to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
who on Sunday inspected
the site.AAIB has
launched a detailed inves-
tigation, while the US
National Transportation
Safety Board is conduct-
ing a parallel probe under
international protocols as
the crashed aircraft was
American-made, said an
official release.

ED raids states in police recruitment scam
DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

The ED on Thursday con-
ducted multi-state raids in
connection with a money-
laundering probe into an
alleged scam in the
recruitment of police con-
stables in Bihar during
2023. The agency’s sleuths
searched a dozen locations
of private entities like

agents, exam paper leak
syndicate members and
their associates in Patna
and Nalanda, Ranchi,
Lucknow, and Kolkata
were raided under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
official sources said.

A printing press in
Kolkata where the exami-
nation papers were print-
ed was also covered,

sources said, adding that
the masterminds of this
alleged scam are the same
as that of the NEET
UG paper leak scam
of 2024. The Bihar
Police Constable
2023 recruitment
was aimed to fill
21,391 vacancies
across various units of
the Bihar police.

The said examination

was conducted at 529 cen-
tres across 37 districts of
Bihar on October 1, 2023

wherein over 18 lakh
aspirants appeared
in this test but after
allegations of the
paper leak in this,
the state central

selection board of
constables (CSBC) can-

celled on October 3 in
2023.The case was regis-

tered following FIRs from
Bihar Police (economic
offences unit or EOU). The
ED suspects money laun-
dering in this case as a
gang of agents generated
"proceeds of crime" (illicit
funds) by leaking the
exam papers and selling it
to aspirants and used the
money given by the candi-
dates to create personal
assets.

HEIGHT
VIOLATIONS
MAY INVITE
DEMOLITION

FROM PAGE 1

The plane had crashed
on a medical college
building that was very
close to the airport
premises, killing at least
five persons. 

The draft rules titled
‘Aircraft (Demolition of
Obstructions) Rules,
2025’, empowers the
Director General of
Directorate of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) and
other authorities to take
immediate action
against the owners of
the buildings, trees, and
other structures that
exceed permissible
height limits in desig-
nated aerodrome 
zones. 

These rules are an
improvised version of
the The Aircraft (Demol-
ition of obstruction
caused by buildings and
trees etc) Act of 1994.
The new rules fall under
Bharatiya Vayuyan
Adhiniyam 2024.

Under the proposed
rules, any structure ex-
ceeding the height
restrictions around noti-
fied aerodromes will be
served a notice by the
officer-in-charge. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi being greeted by
Prime Minister of Croatia
Andrej Plenkovic. —PTI

Mother mourns co-pilot
Clive Kunder as remains
arrive at Mumbai resi-
dence. — PTI

CRASH PROBE
DEBRIS,

including tail
fin, still at site.

AAIB to decide fate
of debris.
GUJARAT govt 
clarified no role in
probe.

POLICE
guarding
site, not
involved in
investigation.

Local firemen
assisting forensic,
aviation experts.

TAIL fin
brought down
on June 14.

NO ORDERS ISSUED TO
MOVE WRECKAGE.

CRASH 
site under
Meghaninagar
police jurisdic-
tion.

AAIB 
officials visiting
site regularly.

WRECKAGE
may be shifted
later for 
analysis.

INVESTIGATORS
searching debris
for vital clues.

COCKPIT Voice Recorder
found in wreckage

INVESTIGATION 
follows interna-
tional aviation
protocolsFLIGHT Data Recorder

recovered earlier.
● “We saw missiles in the
sky and heard bombs in
our neighbourhood... We
were petrified”, said
MBBS student Mir Khalif,
his voice still trembling
with fear, as he stepped
out of the Delhi airport
after being evacuated
from war-hit Iran under
Operation Sindhu.Khalif
arrived in the national
capital early Thursday.

Indian students returning from Iran via Armenia, under an evacuation operation facili-
tated by the Government of India, react as they exit from the Indira Gandhi
International Airport, in New Delhi, on Thursday. — PTI

INNER LINE PERMIT
CoMSO

renews call
for Inner

Line Permit.

ILP resolution
passed by
Assembly in
2019.

POST-MURDER, ILP debate
gains momentum again.

CoMSO says
ILP could

block criminals'
entry.

LEADERS stress
ILP ensures bet-
ter security
ILP seen as tool
to regulate out-
siders.

CENTRE yet to approve ILP
for Meghalaya
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SHORT TAKES

IIT DELHI TOPS 
QS WORLD

RANKINGS 2026

SC TRANSFERS
JAYARAM 

KIDNAP PROBE
DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

Setting aside the directive of
the Madras high court asking
the police to take ADGP HM
Jayaram into custody in con-
nection with the kidnapping
case, the Supreme Court on
Thursday transferred investi-
gation against him to the CB-
CID after the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment said it wants his sus-
pension to continue till the
probe in the case is over. 

A two-judge bench of
Justices Ujjal Bhuyan and
Manmohan said: “The peti-
tioner would have his reme-
dies to assail the order of sus-
pension. However, given the
controversial circumstances
in which the impugned order
came to be passed, we are of
the view that the investigation
of this case be handed over to
CB-CID.That apart, we request
the Chief Justice of Madras
High Court to assign and other
related matters to another
bench.”

New Delhi, June 19: Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT),
Delhi is the best-ranked Indian
institution in QS World
University Rankings for 2026
by climbing up to the 123rd
spot with a record 54 universi-
ties and institutions from the
country making it to the covet-
ed list.

IIT Delhi has climbed more
than 70 places in two years,
ranking 123rd this year com-
pared with 197 and 150 in previ-
ous two years. This has been
down to outstanding results in
Employer Reputation (where it
now ranks 50th), Citations
(86th), Sustainability (172nd),
and Academic Reputation
(142nd). IIT Delhi has jointly
bagged the rank alongside Ge-
orgia Institute of Technology,
US.While IIT Bombay slipped
to 129th this year from its all-
time best rank of 118 in 2025, it
remains in the global top 130 .

Gunfire in Patna
before PM visit
Tejashwi says NDA protecting Bihar criminals
DC CORRESPONDENT
WITH AGENCY INPUTS
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

A day before Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
scheduled visit to Bihar,
two motorcycle-borne
gunmen on Thursday
opened fire in a high-secu-
rity zone in the state’s cap-
ital Patna, where official
residences of several min-
isters, the leader of oppo-
sition and bureaucrats are
located, police said.

No one was injured in
the firing incident, Sub-
Divisional Police Officer
(Sachiwalay-1) Anu
Kumari said.

Leader of the opposition
in the Bihar assembly, Tej-
ashwi Yadav, criticised
the NDA government in
Bihar, alleging that the
criminals have been “pro-
tected” by the administra-
tion.“Immediately after
receiving the information,
a team of Airport Police
Station personnel reached
the spot and found a spent
cartridge there.
According to eyewitness-
es, two motorcycle-borne
miscreants fired at a local

person, identified as
Rahul, and fled the spot.
Rahul was unhurt,” she
told. 

Prime Minister Nare-
ndra Modi will be on a
two-day visit to  Bihar,
Odisha and Andhra
Pradesh from Friday.
During his visit to poll-
bound  Bihar on June 20,
he will flag off the first
locomotive manufactured
at the Marhowra factory
in the state for export to
the Republic of Guinea
from an event in Siwan.

He will also lay the foun-
dation stone and inaugu-
rate multiple development
projects in Bihar and
address the gathering on
the occasion.

From Bihar, Modi will
visit Bhubaneswar in
Odisha and chair the
State-level function mark-
ing completion of one
year of the state govern-
ment. He will also inaugu-
rate and lay the founda-
tion stone of multiple
development projects wor-
th over Rs 18,600 crore and
address the gathering on
the occasion.

On June 21, the Prime
Minister will participate
in International Yoga
Day- Mass Yoga Dem-
onstration in Visak-
hapatnam, Andhra Pra-
desh and will also address
the gathering on the occa-
sion.The Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) said that in a
major boost to infrastruc-
ture and socio-economic
development in Bihar, the
Prime Minister will lay
the foundation stone and
inaugurate multiple
development projects at
Siwan.

THAROOR STIRS
STORM IN
CONGRESS

British fighter jet still in Kerala
DC CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE 19

Royal Navy's F-35 B stealth
fighter jet, which made an
emergency landing at
Thiruvananthapuram air-
port on Sunday, continues
to remain grounded. The
jet was part of the Royal
Navy’s HMS Prince of
Wales Carrier Strike
Group. Initially, it was
reported that the British
fighter jet was forced to
land in
T hir uvananthapuram

because of low fuel. 
However, experts say

that fuel may not be the

sole reason as it would
have flown out after refu-
elling. 

The aircraft had taken
off for a training mission
from the  aircraft carrier,
which was anchored 100
nautical miles off the
coast. 

The F-35B, a fifth-genera-
tion fighter jet, was pilot-
ed by only one person dur-
ing the training flight.

Experts do not rule out
the possibility of some
technical snag that has led
to the grounding of the
aircraft for the last five
days. Efforts are under-
way to sort out the sus-
pected technical snag.

British Royal Navy’s F-35 B stealth fighter jet remains
grounded at Thiruvananthapuram airport. — DC

M.B.GIRISH | DC
BENGALURY, JUNE 19

As per the directive from
the Union Government,
the State cabinet meeting
on Thursday decided to
hike the reser-
vation/quota for minori-
ties in various housing
schemes of the Housing
department in both urban
and rural areas from 10
percent to 15 percent.

The Union Government
while issuing the direc-
tion to the State Gover-
nment took note of the
persons from minority
communities faced short-
age of houses and accord-
ingly the State Gover-
nment keeping in mind
the figures of homeless
and social justice, a hike
in reservation/quota for
minorities from 10 per-
cent to 15 percent has
been effected. However,
the hike in reservat-
ion/quota for minorities
came in for criticism
from State Bharatiya
Janata Party president
and MLA B.Y. Vijayendra
accused the ruling
Congress government in
Karnataka of having con-
verted welfare schemes
into a marketplace for

vote-bank politics and
questioned the State
Government “Where does
this appeasement en-
d?”.Vijayendra pointed. 

CABINET TO
WEIGH CROWD
CONTROL BILL
Bengaluru: Key Bills
including the one on cro-
wd control and manage-
ment in the wake of the
June 4 stampede in Be-
ngaluru that killed 11 peo-
ple is likely to be dis-
cussed in the next cabinet
meeting, state Law and
Parliamentary affairs
minister H.K. Patil said
on Thursday.

“Four bills were pro-
posed today -- Karnataka
crowd control, managing
crowd at events and
venue of mass gathering
Bill, 2025; Karnataka
Rohith Vemula Bill, 2025;
Karnataka misinforma-
tion, fake news prohibiti-
on Bill, 2025; Karnataka
hate speech and hate
crimes prevention Bill,
2025,” Patil told reporters
after the cabinet meeting.

LAXMI PRANATHI | DC
VISAKHAPATNAM, 
JUNE 19

Captain Sridhar Tata
from Srikakulam dis-
trict has been appointed
as the first commis-
sioned captain of INS
Tamal, a cutting-edge
stealth frigate set to join
the Indian Navy fleet
next month.

The warship, currently
stationed in Russia, is
scheduled to arrive in
Indian waters on July 1
under Captain Tata's co-
mmand.Captain Sridhar
Tata hails from Chor-
langi village in Srik-
akulam district.  Over
his 26-year naval career,
he has served aboard 12
different warships in
various capacities, with
the distinction of being
the first commissioned
captain on three vessels. 

Record poll 

People wait in a queue to cast their votes during the Nilambur Assembly by-election,
at GMLP School, in Malappuram district, Kerala, on Thursday. — PTI

Karnataka raises
minority quota

DC CORRESPONDENTS
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

Relations between
Congress Thiruvanan-
thapuram MP Shashi
Tharoor and his party
continue to remain
rocky. Tharoor, who is
also a Congress Working
Committee (CWC) mem-
ber, on Thursday stated
that he has differing
opinions with some
members of the
Congress leadership. He,
however, refrained from
speaking on the differ-
ences in light of the
bypolls in the Nilambur
constituency.

Interacting with the
media in Thiruvanant-
hapuram, Tharoor, who
came under attack from
some party colleagues
for supporting the Modi
government’s stand fol-
lowing the Pahalgam
terror attack, said that
the Congress, its values,
and its workers are dear
to him. “However, I do
have differences of opin-
ion with some in the
Congress leadership.
You know what I am
talking about, as some of
those issues are there in
the public domain and
have been reported by
you (the media),”he said.

Gunmen open fire near
ministers' homes in high
security zone in Patna. 

CAPTAIN TATA
CONMMANDS
INS TAMAL 

Captain Sridhar Tata

WORLD

Thailand’s Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra pre-
pares to leave after talking to journalists at the gov-
ernment house in Bangkok on Thursday. — AP

Thai crisis grows
over PM’s audio
Bangkok, June 19: Thai
Prime Minister Paetongt-
arn Shinawatra apolo-
gised on Thursday for a
leaked phone call with
former Cambodian leader
Hun Sen that has pro-
voked widespread anger
and put her government
on the brink of collapse.

Her main coalition part-
ner has quit and she faces
calls to resign or hold an
election, throwing the
kingdom into a fresh
round of political insta-
bility as it seeks to boost
its spluttering economy
and avoid US President
Donald Trump’s swinge-
ing trade tariffs.

The conservative Bhum-
jaithai party pulled out
on Wednesday, saying

Paetongtarn’s conduct in
the leaked call had wou-
nded the country and the
army’s dignity.

As pressure grew on
Thursday, Paetongtarn
apologised at a news con-
ference alongside mili-
tary chiefs and senior fig-
ures from her Pheu Thai
party.

“I would like to apolo-
gise for the leaked audio
of my conversation with
a Cambodian leader
which has caused public
resentment,” Paeto-
ngtarn told reporters.

The 38-year-old is the
daughter of billionaire
Thaksin Shinawatra, Th-
ailand’s most influential
but controversial modern
politician. — AFP

SHORT TAKES

BUDAPEST MAYOR
DEFIES BAN ON

PRIDE MARCH

DR CONGO,
RWANDA PEACE

PACT ON JUNE 27
Washington, June 19: Repre-
sentatives of the Democratic
Republic of Congo and
Rwanda have initialed a peace
agreement aimed at ending
the conflict in eastern DRC —
a document to be formally
signed on June 27, a joint state-
ment said Wednesday.

The text, which builds on a
declaration of principles sign-
ed in April, “includes provi-
sions on respect for territorial
integrity and a prohibition of
hostilities” in eastern DRC,
according to the statement
released by the two nations, as
well as the United States and
Qatar, which acted as media-
tors. US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio will witness the
signing in Washington later
this month.

The deal was reached during
three days of “constructive
dialogue regarding political,
security, and economic inter-
ests” between DRC and Rwa-
ndan officials in US capital.

Budapest, June 19: Hungar-
ian police on Thursday banned
the country's main Pride
march from taking place in
Budapest on June 28 but the
capital's mayor defied them,
vowing it would still go ahead.

Since Prime Minister Viktor
Orban returned to power in
2010, Hungary has passed a
series of laws which have been
criticised at home and across
the European Union for cur-
tailing the rights of the coun-
try's sexual and gender
minorities in the name of
“child protection”.

“The police, acting within
their authority over public
assemblies, prohibit the hold-
ing of the assembly at the
aforementioned location and
time,” the police said on their
website.

Police said the ban was nec-
essary under recent legislation
that bans the promotion of
same-sex relationships to
under-18s. They said any
appeal against the decision
must be lodged within three
days.

US okays twice a year
injection against HIV
$28,218 per drug per year in US would be negative factor
Washington, June 19:
The US Food and Drug
Administration on Wedne-
sday approved Gilead
Sciences’ twice-yearly inj-
ection to prevent HIV — a
move the company hailed
as a major breakthrough
in the fight against the se-
xually-transmitted virus.

Drugs to prevent HIV
transmission, known as
pre-exposure prophylaxis
or PrEP, have existed for
more than a decade. But
because they typically
require taking a daily pill,
they have yet to make a
significant dent in global
infections.

“This is a historic day in
the decades-long fight aga-
inst HIV,” Gilead chair-
man and chief executive
Daniel O’Day said in a
statement.

Lenacapavir, marketed
under the brand name
Yeztugo, has been shown
to reduce the risk of HIV
transmission by more
than 99.9 percent in adults
and adolescents — making
it functionally akin to a
powerful vaccine.

The company conducted
two large clinical trials.
The first, involving more
than 2,000 women in sub-

Saharan Africa, resulted
in a 100 per cent reduction
in infections and demon-
strated superiority over
the daily oral pill Truvada.

In the second trial,
involving over 2,000 men
and gender-diverse indi-
viduals, only two infec-
tions were recorded — a
99.9 percent prevention
rate, again surpassing
Truvada.

Reported side effects
included injection site
reactions, headache, and
nausea.

Results from both trials

were published in The
New England Journal of
Medicine, and the journal
Science named lenaca-
pavir its 2024 “Breakth-
rough of the Year.”

Despite the impressive
results, optimism may be
tempered by the drug's
cost — a list price of
$28,218 per year in the US,
Gilead spokeswoman
Blair Baumwell said.

An earlier long-acting
HIV prevention shot —
cabotegravir, which is
injected every two months
and was approved by the

FDA in 2021 — costs tens of
thousands of dollars per
year and has yet to make a
major global impact.

Lenacapavir’s current
list price for its previously
approved use as a treat-
ment for HIV is $39,000
annually.

Baumwell said the
$28,000-plus per year cost
for Lenacapavir as a pre-
ventive drug is “in line
with” those of existing
PrEP products and that
the company inspects
insurers to cover it.

“We are working to make
Yeztugo accessible for
anyone who needs or
wants it and expect to see
broad insurance cover-
age,” she said in the email.

Activists are urging
Gilead to drastically cut
the price to help end the
HIV pandemic.

“Even high-income coun-
tries will not be able to
afford widescale use of
lenacapavir at prices above
US $20,000 per year,” said
Andrew Hill of Liverpool
University, who led a team
of chemists and scientists
that found it could be
mass-produced and sold
for as little as $25 per per-
son per year. — AFP

Paris, June 19: From car-
bon pollution to sea-level
rise to global heating, the
pace and level of key cli-
mate change indicators are
all in uncharted territory,
more than 60 top scientists
warned on Thursday.

Greenhouse gas emis-
sions from burning fossil
fuels and deforestation hit
a new high in 2024 and
averaged, over the last
decade, a record 53.6 bil-
lion tonnes per year —
that is 100,000 tonnes per
minute — of CO2 or its
equivalent in other gases,
they reported in a peer-
reviewed update.

Earth’s surface tempera-

ture last year breached 1.5
degrees Celsius over pre-
industrial levels for the
first time, and the addi-
tional CO2 humanity can
emit with a two-thirds
chance of staying under
that threshold long-term
— our 1.5C “carbon budg-
et” — will be exhausted in
two years, they calculated.

Investment in clean ener-
gy outpaced investment in
oil, gas and coal last year
two-to-one, but fossil fuels
account for more than 80
percent of global energy
consumption, and growth
in renewables still lags
behind new demand.

Included in the 2015

Paris climate treaty as an
aspirational goal, the 1.5C
limit has since been vali-

dated by science as neces-
sary for avoiding a cata-
strophically climate-

addled world. The hard
cap on warming to which
nearly 200 nations agreed
was “well below” two
degrees, commonly inter-
preted to mean 1.7C to
1.8C.

With the 1.5C level now
expected to be breached in
the coming years, “we are
already in crunch time for
these higher levels of
warming,” co-author Joeri
Rogelj, a professor of cli-
mate science and policy at
Imperial College London,
told journalists in a brief-
ing. 

“The next three or four
decades is pretty much the
timeline over which we

expect a peak in warming
to happen.”

No less alarming than
record heat and carbon
emissions is the gathering
pace at which these and
other climate indicators
are shifting, according to
the study, published in
Earth System Science
Data.

Human-induced warm-
ing increased over the last
decade at a rate “unprece-
dented in the instrumental
record”, and well above
the 2010-2019 average reg-
istered in the UN’s most
recent Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
report, in 2021. — AFP

1L tonnes COs released every minute in 10 yrs
Report says Earth’s surface heat in 2024 breached 1.5ºC over pre-industrial levelsHIGH | ALERT

FRANCE CLOSER
TO DEFINING
RAPE AS LACK
OF CONSENT
Paris, June 19: The
French Senate passed a
bill late on Wednesday
that includes lack of
consent in the country's
criminal definition of
rape, paving the way for
its official adoption in
the coming months.

The vote comes several
months after a court in
Avignon found a French
man guilty of drugging
his wife so he and
strangers could rape her.

The case drew renewed
attention to the wide-
spread crime of rape
and the issue of consent.

The bill passed this
week redefines all sexu-
al assaults — including
rape — as “any non-con-
sensual act”.

France's lower house of
Parliament approved a
slightly different ver-
sion of the bill in April.

Wednesday's vote is not
the final legislative hur-
dle. A joint committee of
senators and lower-
house MPs is
expected to
draft a
joint text
prior to
the final
a d o p t i o n
of the law in
both houses.

“Consent is not saying
no,” said Equality
Minister Aurore Berge,
but “saying yes, an
explicit yes, freely, with-
out constraint or ambi-
guity”.

The vote is a “decisive
step towards a genuine
culture of consent”, she
added.

The bill passed by both
chambers defines con-
sent as “free and
informed, specific, prior
and revocable”, adding
that it “cannot be
inferred from the vic-
tim's silence or lack of
reaction alone”.

France’s current legal
definition of rape defines
it as “any act of sexual
penetration... by vio-
lence, constraint, threat
or surprise” but this bill
would specify that there
is “no consent” under
these conditions. Some
lawmakers and activists
have expressed concerns
about the change. — AFP

A file picture of the Gibson Power Plant in Princeton,
New New Jersey. — AP

LENACAPAVIR, marketed under the
brand name Yeztugo, has been shown
to reduce the risk of HIV transmission

by more than 99.9 per cent in adults
and adolescents.

MAKING OF A MAGICAL DRUG

THIS IS a
historic day in
the decades-
long fight
against HIV.

— DANIEL 
O'DAY, 

Gilead chairman 

In the 2nd trial,
involving over
2,000 men and
gender-diverse
individuals, only
2 infections
were found.
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SHORT TAKE
EUROPEAN,

IRANIAN FMs TO
HOLD N-TALKS

Iran holds direct talks with
US amid conflict with Israel
Tehran says it won’t return to negotiations unless Israel stopped attacks

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu visits the Soroka Hospital in the southern
city of Beersheba, after it was hit by a missile fired from Iran on Thursday. — AFP

Dubai, Calgary, June
19: U.S. special envoy
Steve Witkoff and Irani-
an foreign minister
Abbas Araqchi have spo-
ken by phone several
times since Israel began
its strikes on Iran last
week, in a bid to find a
diplomatic end to the cri-
sis, three diplomats told
Reuters.

According to the diplo-
mats, who asked not to be
identified due to the sen-
sitivity of the matter,
Araqchi said Tehran
would not return to nego-
tiations unless Israel
stopped the attacks,
which began on June 13.

They said the talks inc-
luded a brief discussion
of a US proposal given to
Iran at the end of May th-
at aims to create a re-
gional consortium that
would enrich uranium
outside of Iran, an offer
Tehran has so far reject-
ed.<US and Iranians offi-
cials did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment on the matter.

This week's phone dis-
cussions were the most
substantive direct talks
since the two began
negotiations in April. On
those occasions, in Oman
and Italy, the two men
exchanged brief words
when they encountered
each other after indirect
talks were held.

A regional diplomat

Gaza City, June 19: Gaza’s
civil defence agency said Israeli
fire killed at least 25 people on
Thursday, including 15 who had
gathered near an aid distribu-
tion site.

Civil defence official
Mohammad Al Mughayyir said
15 people were killed and 60
wounded, while waiting for aid
in central Gaza’s Netzarim cor-
ridor, where thousands of peo-
ple have gathered daily in the
hope of receiving rations.

The Israeli army said it was
“looking into” the reports.

Witness Bassam Abu Shaar
said thousands of people had
gathered overnight in the hope
of receiving aid at the US-
and Israeli-backed distri-
bution site when it
opened in the morn-
ing.

“Around 1.00
am (2200 GMT

Wednesday), they started shoot-
ing at us. The gunfire intensi-
fied from tanks, aircraft and
quadcopter bombs,” he said by
phone.

He said the size of the crowd
had made it impossible for peo-
ple to escape the Israeli fire
near Shuhada Junction, and
dead and wounded were left
lying on the ground within
walking distance of the distri-
bution point run by the Gaza
Humanitarian Foundation.

“We

couldn't help them or even
escape ourselves,” he said.

Mughayyir said the casualties
had been taken to the Al-Awda
and Al-Aqsa hospitals, in north
and central Gaza respectively.

Dozens of Palestinians have
been killed in recent weeks
while trying to reach aid distri-
bution points in Gaza, which is
suffering from famine-like con-
ditions, according to UN agen-
cies operating in the territory.

In early March, Israel
imposed an aid blockade on the
territory amid a deadlock in
truce negotiations, only partial-
ly easing restrictions in late
May. After Israel loosened its
blockade, the privately run
Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation began distributing
aid, but its operations have
been marred by chaotic scenes.

UN agencies and major aid
groups have refused to cooper-
ate with the foundation over
concerns it was designed to
cater to Israeli military objec-
tives. — AFP

UKRAINE FEARS
BEING SIDELINED
BY CONFLICT

RUSSIA WARNS
U.S. OF MILITARY
INTERVENTION
Moscow, June 19: Rus-
sia’s foreign ministry on
Thursday warned the
US not to take military
action against Iran,
amid speculation over
whether Washington
will enter the war along-
side Israel.

Moscow issued its
warning after Russian
President Vladimir Put-
in and his Chinese coun-
terpart Xi Jinping in a
phone call condemned
Israeli attacks on Iran
and urged a diplomatic
solution to the conflict.

Israel launched an
unprecedented wave of
strikes at Iran last week,
to which Tehran respo-
nded with missile and
drone attacks.

US President Donald
Trump announced on
Wednesday he was con-
sidering whether to join
Israel's strikes. “I may
do it, I may not do it,” he
said.

Russian foreign min-
istry's spokeswoman
Maria Zakharova told
reporters: “We would
like to particularly warn
Washington against mil-
itary intervention in the
situation.”

“Any US military acti-
on would be an extreme-
ly dangerous step with
truly unpredictable neg-
ative consequences”, she
added. — AFP

Kyiv, June 19: Fighting
between Iran and Israel
could deflect global atte-
ntion from the Russian
invasion of Ukraine and
even bolster Kremlin’s
war effort, Ukrainian
officials say.

Israel launched a mas-
sive bombing campaign
on Iran last week that
prompted Tehran — a
close ally of Russia — to
strike back with mis-
siles and drones.

The conflict has pus-
hed up the price of oil —
a key revenue stream
funding Russia's inva-
sion.

“For Ukraine, the chal-
lenge is the price of oil,
because if prices remain
high for a long time, the
Russians will earn
more,” a senior Ukr-
ainian political official
said.

However, Kyiv has wel-
comed Israeli attacks on
a country which has
directly aided and pro-
vided weapons to Mos-
cow for its own strikes
on Ukraine. — AFP

Foreign students
to unlock social
accounts for visa
Washington, June 19:
The US state department
said on Wednesday it is
restarting the suspended
process for foreigners ap-
plying for student visas
but all applicants will now
be required to unlock th-
eir social media accounts
for government review.

The department said
consular officers will be
on the lookout for posts
and messages that could
be deemed hostile to the
US, its government, cul-
ture, institutions or
founding principles.

The department said it
had rescinded its May
suspension of student
visa processing but said
new applicants who
refuse to set their social
media accounts to public
and allow them to be
reviewed may be rejected.
It said a refusal to do so
could be a sign they are
trying to evade the
requirement or hide their
online activity.

The Trump administra-
tion last month temporar-
ily halted the scheduling
of new visa interviews
for foreign students hop-
ing to study in the US
while preparing to
expand the screening of
their activity on social
media, officials said.

Students around the
world have been waiting
anxiously for US con-
sulates to reopen appoint-
ments for visa inter-
views, as the window left
to book their travel and
make housing arrange-
ments narrows ahead of
the start of the school
year.

A 27-year-old Ph.D. stu-
dent in Toronto was able
to secure an appointment
for a visa interview next
week. The student, a Chi-
nese national, hopes to tr-
avel to the US for a res-
earch internship that wo-
uld start in July. — AFP

Houston, June 19: One
of Elon Musk’s SpaceX
Starships exploded dur-
ing a routine test late
Wednesday in Texas, law
enforcement said, in the
latest setback to the bil-
lionaire's dream of turn-
ing humanity into an
interplanetary species.

The Starship 36 suf-
fered “catastrophic fail-
ure and exploded” at the
Starbase launch facility
shortly after 11:00 pm
(0400 GMT Thursday), a
Facebook post by the
Cameron County author-

ities said.
A video shared with

the post showed the
megarocket attached to
the launch arm, and
then a flash and a tower-
ing, fiery explosion.

Musk’s Space X said the
rocket was preparing for
the tenth flight test when
it “experienced a major
anomaly while on a test
stand at Starbase,” with-
out elaborating on the
nature of the complica-
tion.

“A safety clear area
around the site was

maintained throughout
the operation and all
personnel are safe and
accounted for,” Space X
added on social media.

“There are no hazards
to residents in surround-
ing communities, and we
ask that individuals do
not attempt to approach

the area while safing
operations continue.”
The Starship was not
scheduled for launch on
Wednesday evening
when the explosion
occurred during a “rou-
tine static fire test,”
according to the
Cameron County author-
ities.

During a static fire,
part of the procedures
preceding a launch, the
Starship’s Super Heavy
booster would be
anchored to the ground
to prevent it from lifting

off during the test-fir-
ing. Starbase on the
south Texas coast, near
the border with Mexico,
is the headquarters for
Musk's space project.

Standing 123 meters
tall, Starship is the
world's largest and most
powerful rocket and cen-
tral to Musk's long-term
vision of colonizing
Mars.

The Starship is billed
as a fully reusable rocket
with a payload capacity
of up to 150 metric tons.
The latest setback fol-

lows an explosion of a
prototype Starship over
the Indian Ocean in late
May.

The biggest and most
powerful launch vehicle
ever built had lifted off
on May 27 from the
Starbase facility, but the
first-stage Super Heavy
booster blew up instead
of executing its planned
splashdown in the Gulf
of Mexico. The previous
two outings also ended
poorly, with the upper
stage disintegrating over
the Caribbean. — AFP

SpaceX Starship explodes during routine test
The rocket was preparing for 10th flight test when it experienced major issueTRAGEDY | AVERTED

Crowning styles

Racegoers in colourful outfits and ornate hats pose at
the Royal Ascot horse race meeting, traditionally
called Ladies Day, at Ascot, England, Thursday. — AP

Google suffers legal setback on fine
Luxembourg, June
19: Google suffered a
legal blow at the
European Court of
Justice on Thursday,
when the body’s adviser
recommended uphold-
ing a record fine
imposed on the compa-
ny for anti-competitive
practices.

The US tech giant has
been trying to overturn
on appeal a $4.9 billion
fine imposed by the
European Commission
in 2018, which was later

reduced to 4.1 billion
euros. But in its opin-
ion, Juliane Kokott,
advocate general at the
Court of Justice of
the European
Union (CJEU),
said “the legal
arguments put
forward by
Google are inef-
fective”, the court
later said in a state-
ment.

The commission, the
EU’s antitrust regula-
tor, had accused Google

of abusing the popular-
ity of its Android oper-
ating system to restrict
competition.

It alleged Google
pressured phone

makers using
Android to pre-
install its search
engine and

Google Chrome
browser — essen-

tially shutting out
rivals.

The findings were
upheld in 2022 by the
European Union’s sec-

ond-highest court,
which slightly reduced
the fine.

The levy remains the
EU's biggest ever.

Arguing that the com-
mission's case was
unfounded and that the
sanction penalised
innovation, Google
appealed to the EU's top
court.

The company had also
pushed the case that the
EU was unfairly blind
to Apple, which gives
preference to its own

services, such as Safari
on iPhones. Thursday's
advice will guide the
EUCJ in its decision.
The court has the final
say on the matter.

“Google held a domi-
nant position in several
markets of the Android-
ecosystem and thus
benefited from network
effects that enabled it to
ensure that users used
Google Search,” the
court said, detailing
Kokott's opinion. 

— AFP

Locals walk amid debris following the passage of
Hurricane Erick in Bahia Principal, Puerto Escondido,
state of Oaxaca in Mexico on Thursday. — AFP

Erick ‘extremely
dangerous’ now 
Puerto Escondido, Me-
xico, June 19: Southern
Mexico’s Pacific coast
was braced for a Thur-
sday morning impact
with the approach of Hur-
ricane Erick, which was
upgraded to an extremely
dangerous Category 4
early Thursday, the US
National Hurricane Cen-
tre said.

The major storm threat-
ens to unleash destruc-
tive winds near where the
eye crashes ashore, flash
floods and a dangerous
storm surge, forecasters
said.

The Miami-based centre
reported Erick was about
110 kilometres west-

southwest of Puerto
Angel, Mexico, and about
145 kilometres southeast
of Punta Maldonado,
Mexico.

The storm had maxi-
mum sustained winds of
230 kph) and was moving
northwest at 15 kph.

A hurricane is defined
as Category 4 when wind
speeds reach 209-251 kph.

Late Wednesday, Erick's
projected path crept
south, closer to the resort
city of Puerto Escondido
in Oaxaca state, and cen-
tred on a sparsely popu-
lated stretch of coastline
between the Oaxacan
resort and Acapulco to
the northwest. — AFP

A file picture of the SpaceX Starship sits on the
launch pad. — AFP

Brussels, June 19: Foreign
ministers from Britain,
France and Germany together
with the EU's top diplomat will
hold nuclear talks with their
Iranian counterpart in Geneva
Friday, officials and diplomats
said. The meeting comes as
European countries call for de-
escalation in the face of
Israel's bombing campaign
against Iran's nuclear pro-
gramme — and as US Pres-
ident Donald Trump weighs
whether to join the strikes
against Tehran.

“We will meet with the
European delegation in
Geneva on Friday,” Iran's for-
eign minister Abbas Araghchi
said in a statement carried by
state news agency IRNA.

European diplomats sepa-
rately confirmed the planned
talks, set to involve French for-
eign minister Jean-Noel
Barrot, British foreign
Secretary David Lammy and
German Foreign Minister
Johann Wadephul, as well as
EU foreign policy chief Kaja
Kallas. Lammy was in
Washington on Thursday,
where he was due to meet US
secretary of state Marco Rubio
for talks focused on Iran, the
state department said.

Trump has said he is weigh-
ing military action against
Iran's nuclear facilities as
Israel pummels the country
and Tehran responds with
missile fire.

France, Germany, Britain
and the European Union were
all signatories of the 2015
nuclear agreement with Iran
sunk by Trump during his
first term in office.

Israeli strikes kill 25 in Gaza

close to Tehran said
Araqchi had told Witkoff
that Tehran “could show
flexibility in the nuclear
issue” if Washington
pressured Israel to end the
war. A European diplomat
said: “Araqchi told Witkoff
Iran was ready to come
back to nuclear talks, but
it could not if Israel con-
tinued its bombing.”

Other than brief enco-
unters after five rounds of
indirect talks since April
to discuss Iran's decades-
old nuclear dispute,
Araqchi and Witkoff had
not previously held direct

contacts. A second region-
al diplomat who said “the
(first) call was initiated by
Washington, which also
proposed a new offer” to
overcome the deadlock
over clashing red lines. 

US President Donald
Trump wants Tehran to
end uranium enrichment
on its soil, while Iran’s
supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei has said
Tehran's right to enrich-
ment is non-negotiable. 

Trump has been keeping
his cards close to his chest
over whether he will
order US forces to join

Israel’s bombing campa-
ign that it says aims to
destroy Iran's nuclear pro-
gramme and ballistic ca-
pabilities. But Trump off-
ered a glimmer of hope
that diplomacy could res-
ume, saying Iranian offi-
cials wanted to come to
Washington for a meeting.

He rebuffed President
Emmanuel Macron earli-
er this week when the
French leader said Trump
had told G7 leaders at a
summit in Canada that
the United States had
made an offer to get a
ceasefire. — Reuters

A plume of smoke 
billows in Jabalia in the

northern Gaza Strip 
during an Israel strike 

on Thursday. — AFP

● CONSULAR
officers will
be on the
lookout for
posts and
messages that could be
deemed hostile to the
US, its government,
culture, institutions or
founding principles.

● NEW applicants who
refuse to set their
social media accounts
to public and allow
them to be reviewed
may be rejected.

CRACKDOWN
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Five firms get ready to
raise `15,600 cr via IPOsFALAKNAAZ SYED

MUMBAI, JUNE 19

The Indian rupee fell to its
weakest level since mid-
March on Thursday, as the
Middle East conflict
threatened to escalate and
the US Federal Reserve
kept interest rates
unchanged for the fourth
consecutive time. 

Thursday marked the
third consecutive day of
rupee depreciation, log-
ging a loss of 69 paise. 

The rupee opened at
86.54 against the green-
back, touched an intra-day
high of 86.49 and a low of
86.89, before slightly par-
ing losses to close at
86.7225 against the US dol-
lar, down 30 paise from its
previous close.

According to Jamal
Mecklai, chief executive
officer at Mecklai
Financial Services, the
rupee is possibly on its
way to the approximate
target of 88. “There are
several events in the near
future that could cause
market trauma and drive
the rupee lower — the pas-
sage of Trump’s Big
Beautiful Bill, expected by
July 4; the next tariff
deadline on July 9; and, of
course, the Israel-Iran
war, which could result in

the Straits of Hormuz
being mined and closed to
shipping at any time.
Clearly, a weaker rupee is
a distinct possibility. That
said, if rupee climbs abov-
e the 85.79 level, this target
could be invalidated.”

“It is very possible that
the rupee could cross 88 if
the war escalates with the
entry of the United States
and if oil prices touch $80
per barrel,” said Anil
Kumar Bhansali, head of
Treasury and executive
tirector at Finrex
Treasury Advisors.

“Today, the RBI may
have sold at 86.70, but it
was not supporting the

rupee as aggressively as it
did earlier in March,
when rupee strengthened
from 87.95 to 83.75. FPIs
and oil companies contin-
ued to buy dollars for out-
ward remittances, while
exporters held back their
dollar sales, waiting for
further rupee weakness,”
Bhansali added.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges gree-
nback’s strength against a
basket of six major cur-
rencies, was trading 0.02
per cent higher at 98.92 on
safe-haven demand.

Brent crude rose 0.25 per
cent to $76.89 per barrel in
futures trade.

Rupee declines to its lowest
in 3 months at 86.72 vs dollar

India secures FDI
of $28 bn in 2024

FALAKNAAZ SYED
MUMBAI, JUNE 19

The Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) new rules on
gold loans issued this
month will make lenders
in the booming gold loan
market overhaul their
underwriting practices
and brace for higher near-
term costs, S&P Global
Ratings said on Thursday.

The new norms require
lenders to shift to cash
flow-based credit assess-
ments and tighter moni-
toring of loan-to-value
(LTV) ratios. Operational
agility and service excel-
lence are emphasised as
crucial differentiators for
lenders in this new envi-
ronment. Lenders have

until April 1, 2026, to fully
implement these changes. 

One of the most signifi-
cant aspects of the new
rules is the inclusion of
interest payments until
maturity in calculation of
LTV ratios. This adjust-
ment could potentially
limit the upfront loan

amount disburse. 
The new regulations also

require credit appraisals
to be based on borrowers’
cash flow analysis for con-
sumption-focused loans
exceeding $3,000 and all
income-generating loans. 

The adjustment to credit
appraisals will be particu-

larly significant for
NBFCs with focus on gold-
based loan books, it said.

Traditionally, NBFCs
have relied on collateral
valuation. Bridging the
skill gaps to hire and train
loan officers on assessing
repayment ability is both
an upfront cost, S&P
Global Ratings credit ana-
lyst Geeta Chugh noted.

The report anticipates
that lenders will gradual-
ly increase the proportion
of shorter tenor products
with 3-month and 6-month
maturities. This shift is
expected to benefit low to
middle-income borrowers
by enabling them to rece-
ive larger upfront loan dis-
bursements against their
pledged collateral.

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, JUNE 19

India witnessed foreign
direct investment (FDI)
inflow of $28 billion in
2024 same as last year,
while FDI outflows incre-
ased to $24 billion, accord-
ing to global investment
report of UN’s trade body. 

While the US remained
the top recipient of FDI in
2024 with $279 billion,
India managed to
garner $28 billion,
same as last year’s
FDI inflows. 

Among the
emerging markets,
10 major countries
accounted for appro-
ximately 75 per cent of
total FDI inflows, which
included China, Brazil,
Mexico, Indonesia and
India, as per UNCTAD.

India was among the top
five nations in terms of
number of FDI deals. In
greenfield projects India
stood fourth with 1,080
deals. With regards to
international project
finance deals, India stood

fifth with 97 deals.  
India experienced signif-

icant growth in manufac-
turing projects with semi-
conductor and basic met-
als projects contributed to
the rise.  

New battery and EV
assembly facilities were
announced in the US,
India and European coun-
tries. Microsoft $3 billion
investment to enh-ance its

cloud and AI infra in
the country.

India attracted 33
deals of data cen-
tres valued $3.5
billion and had a

share of 24 per
cent in the total

funding.
India was also the top

developing economy in
terms of project
announcements in digital
economy sectors between
2020 and 2024 with $114
billion with a share of 22
per cent in developing
economy projects.

Meanwhile, FDI out-
flows from India stood at
$24 billion against $14 bil-
lion in 2023. 

NATCO PHARMA GETS
SEVEN OBSERVATIONS
FROM USFDA CHECKS
New Delhi, June 19:
Natco Pharma on
Thursday said the US
health regulator has
issued a Form 483 with
seven observations after
inspecting its pharma
division in Hyderabad.

The US Food and Drug
Administration (USFDA)
had conducted an inspec-
tion at the company's
pharma division located
in Kothur, Hyderabad,
from June 9-19, it said.

“On conclusion of insp-
ection, the company recei-
ved seven observations in
the Form-483,” it said.

As per the USFDA, Form
483 is issued to a firm’s
management at the con-
clusion of an inspection
when the investigator has
observed any conditions
that may constitute viola-
tions of Food Drug and
Cosmetic Act. — PTI

Market conditions returned to normalcy after Indo-Pak conflict
RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, JUNE 19

At least five mainboard
public offerings are open-
ing next week, aiming to
raise around `15,601 crore.

These mainboard IPOs
include Kalpataru (`1,590
crore), Ellenbarrie
Industrial Gases (`852
crore), HDB Financial
Services (`12,500 crore),
Globe Civil Projects (`119
crore), and Sambhav Steel
Tubes (`540 crore).

The primary market has
seen a revival in the sec-
ond half of May, as condi-
tions returned to normal-
cy after the Indo-Pak con-
flict, with five IPOs get-
ting listed — Schloss
Bangalore (Leela Hotels),
Scoda Tubes, Prostarm
Info Systems, Belrise
Industries, and Borana
Weaves. In June, two IPOs
— Oswal Pumps (closed on
June 17 with 34.41 times
demand) and Aris Infra —
have hit the market so far,
which to close on June 20.

Mumbai-based realty
developer Kalpataru has
announced a `1,590 crore
IPO in the price band of
`387 to `414 per equity
share of `10 each. The
entire issue is a fresh
issue of equity shares.
The IPO opens on June 24
and closes on June 26.

The net proceeds from
the public issue of
Kalpataru will be used to
repay debt of `1,192.5
crore — `333.25 crore by
the company and `859.24

crore by its subsidiaries.
K o l k a t a - b a s e d

Ellenbarrie Industrial
Gases has also announced
a `852 crore IPO in the
price band of `380 to `400
per equity share with a
face value of `2. The IPO
opens on June 24 and clos-
es on June 26. The issue
comprises a fresh issue of
equity shares worth `400
crore and an offer for sale
of `452 crore by promoter-
selling shareholders.

The net proceeds from
the fresh issue will be
utilised to repay debt of

`210 crore and for setting
up an air separation unit
at the Uluberia-II plant
near Howrah in West
Bengal (`104.5 crore).

HDB Financial Services’
`12,500 crore public issue
will be the largest so far
this year. Last year,
Hyundai Motors India
raised `27,870 crore in
what remains the biggest
IPO on Indian bourses to
date. HDB Financial’s IPO
comprises a fresh issue of
`2,500 crore and an offer
for sale of equity shares
worth `10,000 crore by its

parent company, HDFC
Bank. The net proceeds
from the fresh issue will
be used to augment the
company’s tier-I capital
base to meet future capital
requirements.

Another IPO likely to
open next week is that of
C h h a t t i s g a r h - b a s e d
Sambhav Steel Tubes,
which plans to raise `540
crore through a mix of a
fresh issue of equity
shares (`400 crore) and an
offer for sale (`140 crore)
by promoter-selling share-
holders.

quick
BITES

INDICATORS %
Sensex 81,361.87 -0.10
Nifty 50 24,793.25 -0.08
S&P 500* 5,980.87 -0.03
Dollar (`) 86.73 0.28
Pound Sterling (`) 116.42 -0.009
Euro (`) 99.54 0.08
Gold (10gm)* (`) 99,270▼267 -0.27
Brent crude ($/bbl)* 78.13 1.86
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6.37 0.05
US 10-Yr T-bill yield* 4.387 0.64

* As of 8:30 PM IST

Walmart to add
more MSMEs to
supplier network
Walmart will connect one lakh
more MSMEs in next 3 years to
its supplier development pro-
gramme in India, Jason Frem-
stad, senior VP of Supplier
Development - Sourcing at
Walmart said. The programme,
Walmart Vriddhi, has partnered
with Ideas to Impact Foundati-
on (i2i), which will enable more
MSMEs to expand their access
to both national and interna-
tional markets, helped by
Walmart and Flipkart.

Amazon to spend
`2,000 cr to scale
up operations
Amazon will invest over `2,000
crore in 2025 to scale up its
all-India operations network.
Investments will support net-
work expansion and upgrades
to serve customers faster and
more reliably, advance technol-
ogy and innovation, and impr-
ove employee and associate
well-being, it said. Amazon
plans to leverage these invest-
ments to launch new sites and
upgrade existing facilities
across its fulfilment sortation.

Uno Minda plans
manufacturing
unit with `210 cr
Uno Minda on Thursday said it
will invest about `210 crore to
set up a manufacturing facility
of its casting division at Auran-
gabad in Maharashtra to meet
demands for electric vehicle
(EV) casting parts. The com-
mittee of board of directors
approved the detailed project
report for the facility in its
meeting held on June 19. The
facility will cater to the increas-
ing demands of OEMs for cast-
ing parts in EVs, it said. 

Attero to invest
`100 crore to add
recycling capacity
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E-waste recycling company
Attero plans to invest `100
crore to scale up its rare earth
recycling capacity to 30,000
tonnes from 300 tonnes over
next 12 to 24 months, its CEO
and co-founder Nitin Gupta
said. He said that the investme-
nt is in line with demand in the
market for rare earth magnets,
for which industries in India
and across world like electron-
ics, auto etc are entirely depe-
ndent on supplies from China.

PLATINUM RALLY
TAKE PRICES TO
DECADAL HIGH 
New York, June 19:
Platinum extended a pow-
erful rally to hit the high-
est level in more than a
decade, with gains under-
pinned by a spike in
demand and expectations
for a market deficit.

Spot prices surged by
more than 2 per cent to
$1,350.17 an ounce, the
highest level since
September 2014. In a sign
of near-term tightness,
metal for immediate
delivery has been trading
at a premium to futures.

Platinum is on course
for a record quarterly
surge after signs of
strong demand in China,
as well as robust investor
interest, exacerbated con-
cerns over a deficit. Still,
there are doubts the rally
will endure, with
Goldman Sachs forecast-
ing prices will fall back to
the $800 to $1,150-an-
ounce range.

Prices were last 1.5 per
cent higher at $1,341.65 an
ounce, set for a fourth
daily gain.

Meanwhile, gold dropp-
ed as an inflation warn-
ing from Federal Reserve,
which raised the possibil-
ity of fewer US rate cuts,
outweighed hav-en bids
due to situation in Middle
East. — Bloomberg

Lenders to overhaul gold loan norms

San Francisco, June 19:
Apple is interested in tap-
ping generative artificial
intelligence (GenAI) to
help speed up the design of
the custom chips at the
heart of its devices, its top
hardware technology exec-
utive said in private
remarks.

Johny Srouji, Apple’s
senior vice president of
hardware technologies,
made the remarks in a
speech in Belgium, where
he was receiving an award
from Imec, an independent
semiconductor research
and development group
that works closely with

most of the world’s biggest
chipmakers.

In the speech, Srouji out-
lined Apple’s development
of custom chips from the
first A4 chip in an iPhone
in 2010 to the most recent
chips that power Mac desk-
top computers and the
Vision Pro headset.

He said one of the key
lessons Apple learned was
that it needed to use the
most cutting-edge tools
available to design its
chips, including the latest
chip design software from
electronic design automa-
tion (EDA) firms.

The two biggest players

in that industry - Cadence
Design Systems and
Synopsys - have been rac-
ing to add artificial intelli-
gence to their offerings.

“EDA companies are
super critical in support-

ing our chip design com-
plexities,” Srouji said in
his remarks. “Generative
AI techniques have a high
potential in getting more
design work in less time,
and it can be a huge pro-

ductivity boost.” Srouji
said another key lesson
Apple learned in designing
its own chips was to make
big bets and not look back.

When Apple transitioned
its Mac computers - its old-
est active product line -
from Intel’s chips to its
own chips in 2020, it made
no contingency plans in
case switch did not work.

“Moving the Mac to
Apple Silicon was a huge
bet for us. There was no
backup plan, no split-the
lineup plan, so we went all
in, including a monumen-
tal software effort,” Srouji
said. — Reuters

Apple to use AIto speed up chip design
Electronic design automation super critical in supporting chip designKEY | PARTS

May gold imports valued at $2.5 billion
SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, JUNE 19

India imported $2.5 billion
worth gold in May, which
was 13 per cent down on a
year-on-year basis and 18
per cent sequentially. Whi-
le, silver imports in May
were seen shooting up. 

In first five months of
the year, gold imports are
down by 27 per cent to 184
tonnes from 255 tonnes in
corresponding period of
previous year, while silver
imports have down by 50.8
per cent to 2,094 tonnes
form 4,257 tonnes in the
same period in last year.  

Based on World Gold
Council’s estimates, gold
imports in May totalling
$2.5 billion, represents the
second consecutive month
of decline and aligns with
a softer domestic demand

environment.
As per Metals Focus, the

gold import for the month
of May is estimated to be
31 tonnes against 41
tonnes in same month last
year. The imports were 35
tonnes in April.  

However, silver imports
went up 320 per cent in
May to 433 tonnes against
103 tonnes in the same
month last year. Silver
imports in May were 160
per cent higher than 166
tonnes in the previous
month of April. Lower
imports in February and

March have brought down
the total imports for the
first five months of this
year against the same
period last year.

“In the case of gold, the
high prices have been
working against the
demand and even demand
in general is low during
this time of year with
fewer weddings compared
to the second half of the
year. However, in the case
of silver, the investment
demand has seen a pick-
up. Silver prices will go up
in the future,” said Chirag
Sheth, founder, Metal
Focus.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment has imposed import
curbs on certain colloidal
precious metals, with an
aim to check the illegal
inflow of gold into India
in liquid form. 

Indian money in Swiss banks
triples to `37,600 cr in 2024

Farmers reap dividends of carbon
sequestering through agroforestry 
FC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JUNE 19

The Meghalaya Carbon
Agroforestry for Commu-
nity Resilience and
Ecosystems (MegCare)
programme has disbursed
its first carbon payments
to farmers for sequester-
ing carbon through multi
species tree-based agro-
forestry in sites across
this biodiversity hotspot.

MegCare is a pioneering
partnership between Iora
Ecological Solutions

(IORA), Rabobank’s
Acorn platform, and the
Meghalaya Basin
Development Authority. 

Launched in January
2024, the programme has
already expanded to over
22,000 hectares of land
and 10,400 farmers across
the Khasi-Jaintia and
Garo Hills regions,
enabling tree-based farm-
ing practices that improve
biodiversity, secure
springsheds, and store
carbon in the soil and the
biomass.

New Delhi/Zurich, June
19: Indian money parked
in Swiss banks more than
tripled in 2024 to 3.5 bil-
lion Swiss francs (nearly
`37,600 crore) on the back
of a huge jump in funds
held through local
branches and other
financial institu-
tions, annual data
released by Swit-
zerland’s central
bank showed.

However, money
in customer accou-
nts of Indians rose by 11
per cent in the year to 346
million Swiss franc (near-
ly `3,675 crore) and
accounted for just about
one-tenth of overall funds.

The sharp increase in
the overall funds follows a
70 per cent decline in
funds parked by Indian

individuals and firms in
Swiss banks, including
through local branches
and other financial insti-
tutions, in 2023 to a four-
year low of 1.04 billion
Swiss francs. This is the

highest since 2021,
when the total

Indian money in
Swiss banks had
CHF 3.83 billion.

These are official
figures reported by

banks to the Swiss
National Bank and do

not indicate the quantum
of much-debated alleged
black money held by
Indians in Switzerland. 

These figures also do not
include money that India-
ns, NRIs or others might
have in Swiss banks in
names of third-country
entities. — PTI
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IT IS VERY possible
that the rupee could

cross 88 if the war esca-
lates with the entry of the
United States and if oil
touches $ 80 per barrel,” 

— ANIL KUMAR
BHANSALI, 

ED at Finrex Treasury
Advisors

INDIAN CURRENCY falls
for 3rd consecutive day,
logging a loss of 69 paise.
EXPERTS anticipate rupee
to depreciate to 88 levels.

ANOTHER IPO 
likely to open 
next week is 
that of
Chhattisgarh-
based 
Sambhav 
Steel Tubes,
which 
plans 
to raise 
`540 cr

KALPATARU
ANNOUNCES
`1,590 crore
IPO in price
band of `387
to `414 per
equity. 

ELLENBARRIE Industrial
Gases IPO of `852 crore in
price band of `380 to `400
per equity. 

IN JUNE, two IPOs —
Oswal Pumps (closed on
June 17 with 34.41 times demand) and
Aris Infra (closes on June 20) — have hit

the market so far.

PRIMARY 
MARKET SEES A
REVIVAL IN THE

SECOND HALF OF
MAY. 

HDB
FINANCIAL
Services’ 

`12,500cr 
public issue will be 
largest so far this 

year.

FUND
RAISE

CASH FLOW
NEW NORMS

require lenders
to shift to cash

flow-based
credit assess-

ments and
tighter moni-
toring of LTV

ratios.

LENDERS will
gradually
increase pro-
portion of
shorter tenor
products with
3-month, 6-
month 
maturities.

LENDERS
have until April
1, 2026, to fully

implement
these

changes. 

QUICK OUTPUT
APPLE learned to use 
most cutting-edge tools
available to design its
chips. 
CADENCE Design Systems,
Synopsys racing to add 
AI to their offerings.

GENAI 
techniques
have high
potential in
getting
more 
design 
work in 
less time.
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SHORT TAKES

MMeellbboouurrnnee::  India batter
Jemimah Rodrigues has been

retained by Brisbane Heat, with
eight franchises picking up a

total of 23 international players
during the Women’s Big Bash

League draft here on Thursday.
Cricket Australia informed in a
release that middle-order bat-

ter Rodrigues, a “fan favourite”
in Brisbane, was retained by the

Brisbane Heat franchise along
with West Indies’ Chinelle
Henry and South Africa’s

Nadine de Klerk.
A total of 15 Indian women

players had registered them-
selves for the WBBL draft
ahead of its 10th season.

Sri Lanka captain Chamari
Athapaththu, former South

African fast bowler Shabnim
Ismail and former England cap-

tain Heather Knight were
picked up by Sydney Thunder.

England duo of Sophia Dunkley
and Mady Villiers along with

New Zealand star Amelia Kerr
were roped in by Sydney Sixers,

while Adelaide Strikers picked
up English spinner Sophie

Ecclestone and wicketkeeper-
batter Tammy Beaumont along

with South Africa’s Laura
Wolvaardt. — PTI

Jemimah retained
by Brisbane Heat 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  As many as 640
pugilists from across the coun-

try will participate in the 6th
Junior (U-17) Boys and Girls

National Boxing Championships
in Rohtak, starting Thursday.

Both the junior boys and girls
competitions will feature 13

weight categories each, ranging
from 44-46 kg to 80+ kg.

The Services Sports Control
Board will look to defend their
title in the Boys’ section while

Haryana enter as the defending
champions in the Girls’ catego-

ry. “The Junior National
Championship is a crucial plat-

form for young boxers to show-
case their skills in front of

national selectors and coaches.
It plays a key role in helping BFI

identify and nurture future tal-
ent. “Many of these young box-

ers will represent India in the
2032 & 2036 Olympic Games,

and therefore, this champi-
onship is of great importance,”

said Ajay Singh, Chairman,
Boxing Federation of India

Interim Committee.
The winners will represent India

at the Asian Youth Games, in
October. — PTI

640 boxers for
Junior Nationals 

GGaallllee,,  SSrrii  LLaannkkaa::  Pathum
Nissanka’s career-best 187

helped Sri Lanka finish the third
day of the first Test against

Bangladesh in a strong position
Thursday, only 127 runs off the

Tigers’ first innings score.
The 27-year-old opener

anchored the Sri Lanka innings
before they finished on 368/4

at the close of play, behind
Bangladesh’s 495.

He struck several key partner-
ships before he was bowled by

Hasan Mahmud towards the end
of the day’s play.

Nissanka, who had been under
pressure before the match with

only one half-century in nine
innings, hit 23 fours and a six in

his marathon 256-ball innings.
Nissanka looked set for his

maiden double-ton when he
was bowled by Mahmud, who
was bowling with the second

new ball. “This is my first Test
hundred at home so I was very

happy to get there,” Nissanka
said after the day’s play. — AFP
BBrriieeff  ssccoorreess:: Bangladesh 495 vs

Sri Lanka 368/4 in 93 overs
(Pathum Nissanka 187, Dinesh

Chandimal 54).

Nissanka leads
Lanka fightback

LLoonnddoonn:: Two-time Wimbledon
champion Petra Kvitova plans
to retire in a few months, the

Czech player said Thursday.
The announcement on social

media came a day after Kvitova
was granted a wild card for

Wimbledon.
“I am excited and very much

looking forward to soak in the
beauty of playing The

Championships, Wimbledon
one more time, a place that

holds the most cherished mem-
ories in my career,” Kvitova

said.
“And while I am not entirely
sure yet what my hardcourt

swing in the US will look like, I
am intending to finish my active

playing career at the US Open
in New York later this summer.”

The 35-year-old Kvitova
reached a career-high ranking

of No. 2 and also helped the
Czech Republic to six trophies

in the Fed Cup, which is now
known as the Billie Jean King

Cup. Kvitova last played at
Wimbledon in 2023, and

became a mother for the first
time when her son was born

during last year’s tournament at
the All England Club. — AP

Wimbledon champ
Kvitova to retire

LITMUS TEST
Gill set to lead through tough transition in England

PARIS DIAMOND || LEAGUE

New Delhi, June 19: Shubman Gill should be given
adequate “time and support” to succeed as he leads
India through a tough transition phase, feels the
legendary Sachin Tendulkar, whose advice to the
new skipper is to focus on his own planning without
thinking about opinions outside the dressing room.

“I think he (Gill) has to be given time. He has to be
supported,” Tendulkar said on the eve of the open-
ing Test between India and England in Headingley.

Being Indian skipper is a high-pressure job and
Tendulkar knows that varied opinions will fly thick
and fast. But he expects Gill to have a tunnel vision.

“I feel there are going to be a lot of opinions that
‘he should do this and he should do that’. And all
those kind of things will come into play. But what he
should be focused on is, what is the team’s plan.
What was the discussion in the dressing room. And
is it going according to that?

“And all the decisions that are being made, are
being made in the interest of the team or not, is
what he should be thinking of...not the outside
world where someone feels that he is being too
attacking or he is being too defensive and all that,”
Sachin added. — PTI

SHUBMAN SHOULD FOCUS
ON HIS DECISIONS: SACHIN 

New Delhi, June 19: London Olympics gold medal-
list Giovanni Cernogoraz believes the inaugural
Shooting League of India (SLI) will provide an
invaluable platform for emerging shooters to learn
and grow alongside seasoned veterans.

The league, set to take place from November 20 to
December 2 in New Delhi, is expected to feature top-
tier shooting talent from India and across the globe.

“This league is important for young shooters, for
sponsors, and for the media to make shooting more
visible and important,” Cernogoraz was quoted as
saying in a media release.

Cernogoraz added that the league could serve as a
strong motivation for the next generation.

“Having youngsters shooting with players like me
will provide them great motivation for their future
ventures as well,” he said.

The Croatian trap shooting ace, a former world
champion, who has enrolled for the league’s player
auction, is excited to compete in the tournament
which has a “unique format.”

It is a new format, very interesting and unique,
said the shooter, who confirmed it will be his first
experience in a fast-paced, team-based league envi-
ronment.

“Never before have I shot in a league-style format
— this would be my first time. It will be a new expe-
rience for me, and the format seems a very interest-
ing idea for the future,” he added. — PTI

SHOOTING LEAGUE GREAT
CHANCE: OLYMPIC CHAMP

Leeds, June 19: A new
captain, a headstrong
coach, a few from the old
guard and some fresh
faces will be determined
to create a compelling
narrative during the
next 45 days when an in-
transition India takes on
an equally combustible
England in a five-Test
series for the Anderson-
Tendulkar Trophy start-
ing here on Friday. That
only three Indian teams
— Ajit Wadekar’s batch
of 1971, Kapil’s Devils in
1986 and Rahul Dravid’s
sprightly bunch in 2007
— have won a Test series
in Old Blighty in the
past nine decades does-
n’t make for a rosy pic-
ture.

Neither does the fact
that India’s most devot-
ed long-format cricketer
of the past decade, Virat
Kohli, has walked into
Test sunset making the
batting line-up look
slightly thin on experi-
ence. 

For the 25-year-old
Shubman Gill, this
series will be nothing
short of baptism by fire
against an England side,
which has changed the
conventions of Test
match batting under
Brendon McCullum’s
coaching and Ben
Stokes’ captaincy.

Gill’s selection as
India’s 37th Test captain
was more about what

one could expect of him
rather than what he has
done as a batter and a
leader in the traditional
format. The ’Prince’ has
a lot to prove.

An unusually warm
Leeds (maximum tem-
perature on Friday
could be 29 degree cel-
sius) and the 8mm grass
laden 22-yard surface at
the Headingley isn’t
exactly a paradise for
England’s proverbial
‘Bazballers’ but this
series will be about
which batting unit
blinks first under pres-
sure.

England’s batting with
Joe Root, owner of 13,000
plus Test runs including
36 hundreds, looks supe-
rior on paper compared
to India as the visiting
team’s most experienced
batter is K. L. Rahul (58
Tests, 3257 runs).

But the presence of a
peerless Jasprit Bumrah
in the Indian bowling
unit puts the visitors on
even keel. This despite
the pace spearhead
being available for only
three Tests.

Despite the absence of
Kohli and Rohit Sharma,
who played his best Test
cricket in the 2021 series,
this could be India’s best
chance to put pressure
on an English bowling
line-up that wouldn’t
have the quality that
James Anderson and
Stuart Broad brought for
two decades. An attack
comprising Chris
Woakes, Brydon Carse,
Josh Tongue and Shoaib
Bashir with skipper
Stokes to complement
them doesn’t exactly
strike fear in the opposi-
tion ranks. — PTI

Leeds, June 19:
England skipper Ben
Stokes on Thursday said
they don’t think the
absence of Virat Kohli,
Rohit Sharma and R.
Ashwin makes India any
lesser side as its “ginor-
mous” talent pool is
enough to fill the void. 

“There’s been a lot said
about no Rohit, no Virat
and no Ashwin, that
doesn’t mean that we
think it’s going to be any
easier than what it ever
is against India. The
pool of talent that
Indian cricket has is just
ginormous,” Stokes said
during the pre-match
press conference.

“Although Virat, Rohit
and Ashwin have done
amazing things for their
country on the field, that
doesn’t mean that who-
ever comes in to replace
those individuals are
going to be any less hard
to bowl at or bat against,
just because of how big
the pool of talent is in
India.

“We’ve spent a lot of
time out at the IPL, so I
know that there’s a lot of
it. Obviously, three mas-
sive names, three people
who have done wonder-
ful things for their coun-
try, but it is not going to
be any easier for us
because of those three
big names out there,”
Stokes added.

Stokes acknowledged
Jasprit Bumrah will be a
threat to the English bat-
ting line-up but added
that his side won’t be
focused entirely on han-
dling the Indian ace.

“Bumrah leading their
attack, he’s a fantastic
bowler but there (are) 11
players on the team, and
it takes a team to win a
game of cricket,” he
said. — PTI

London, June 19:
Shubman Gill believes
captaining India to a Test
series victory in England
would be a bigger achieve-
ment than winning the
Indian Premier League.

Gill is set for his first
assignment since succeed-
ing Rohit Sharma as Test
skipper as he leads a new-
look side in the first of
five matches against
England. Test cricket, for
so long the pinnacle of the
game, has to compete with
T20 franchise leagues
around the world and
players have multiple
commitments.

Gill, who won the IPL
title with Gujarat Giants
in 2022, still views Tests,
and especially series wins
outside of Asia, as the

ultimate achievement.
“You don’t get many

opportunities as a captain
to be able to come to
England — maybe two, if
you’re the best of your
generation, maybe three
— and you get to have a
crack at the IPL every
year,” Gill said on
Thursday.

“In my opinion winning
a Test series in England,
Australia, New Zealand
and South Africa are big-
ger.”

India will be without the
retired trio of Rohit, Virat
Kohli and R. Ashwin as
they aim for a first Test
series win in England
since 2007.

Gill did not reveal his
team for the first Test at
Headingley but confirmed

he would step in to Kohli’s
usual position of four in
the batting order.

Jasprit Bumrah,
Ravindra Jadeja and
Rishabh Pant are big-
name players but Gill said
less experienced members
of the India squad were
unburdened by past fail-
ures in England.

“A lot of people talk
about us not having expe-
rience but there are posi-
tives that we don’t really
have any baggage coming
to England because not all
of the players have been
to England,” he said.

“That could be one thing
that makes the difference
for us because we won’t be
carrying any baggage. We
are all very motivated,” he
added. — AFP

New Delhi, June 19:
Indian batting great
Sachin Tendulkar on
Thursday said he reached
out to the family of late
Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi
as soon as he got to know
that the India-England
Test series trophy was
being renamed and tried
to ensure that the former
captain’s association with
the marquee showdown
remained intact.

The Pataudi trophy has
been replaced by the
Anderson-Tendulkar tro-
phy in honour of the
Indian batting great and
former England pacer
James Anderson. The
decision to retire the
Pataudi trophy was joint-

ly taken by the England
and Wales Cricket Board
and the BCCI.

“I know that the Pataudi
Trophy was retired a few
months ago by BCCI and
ECB. But when I got to
know about the trophy
being named after me and
(James) Anderson, my
first phone call was to the
Pataudi family,” the
Mumbai maestro recalled.

“Tiger Pataudi played a
huge role in inspiring
many generations and
that should be never for-
gotten. So I’m glad with
this outcome,” the 52-year-
old, who is still the owner
of highest number of Test
runs, said.

The Pataudi name will

continue to be attached to
the series as it has been
decided to present a
newly-instituted ‘Pataudi
Medal for Excellence’ to
the winning captain.

This was after
Tendulkar had multiple
discussions with former
BCCI secretary and cur-
rent ICC chairman Jay
Shah as well as bigwigs of
ECB on the issue.

Tendulkar said he was
pleased with the outcome.

“I’m very happy that this
kind of attention to detail
was given to our discus-
sions and eventually came
up with the option of hav-
ing a medal in his hon-
our,” he said.

— PTI

Test series win in England
bigger prize than IPL: Gill 

Retired Test legends Sachin Tendulkar (right) and James Anderson of England pose
with the new Anderson-Tendulkar trophy during a photo call at the Lord’s Cricket
Ground in London on Thursday. 

Tendulkar assured Pataudis
that family legacy will stay

NO KOHLI, ROHIT
DOESN’T MEAN
ENG WILL HAVE
IT EASY: STOKES

Paris, June 19: Having
breached the 90m mark,
two-time Olympic medal-
list Neeraj Chopra would
now be eyeing a top finish
when he goes up against
familiar rivals in the
prestigious Paris
Diamond League on
Friday in a star-studded
field here.

Chopra, German ace
Julian Weber and two-
time world champion
Anderson Peters of
Grenada will be among
eight competitors vying
for top honours in the sec-
ond DL meeting of the
season featuring men’s
javelin throw on the ros-
ter. Five of the listed
throwers have hit the 90m
mark.

Weber had upstaged
Chopra in the Doha DL on
May 16 after the Indian
superstar finally
breached the elusive 90m
mark. Weber had record-
ed 91.06m with his last
throw to trump Chopra
who had sent his spear to
a distance of 90.23m in
the same event.

The 31-year-old Weber
had also beaten Chopra at
the Janusz Kusocinski
Memorial meet on May 23
in Poland where both per-
formed below their best
under chilly and overcast
conditions. Weber had
produced 86.12m while
Chopra could only come
up 84.14m to finish sec-
ond.

Peters was there in the
field too at both the Doha
DL and the Poland event.
He had finished third in
both.

In Paris, Chopra would
look to upstage Weber
after finishing second in
back-to-back competi-

tions as he returns to the
French capital after eight
years for a Diamond
League competition.

Chopra had skipped the
Paris DL last year in
order to focus on the
Olympic Games where he
took the silver with a
throw of 89.45m. He last
competed in the Paris DL
in 2017 as a junior world
champion and finished
fifth with a throw of
84.67m.

Chopra began the 2025
season with a title in an
invitational meet at
Potchefstroom, South
Africa, which was a
minor — category ‘F’
event with a throw of
84.52m.

Four days after the
Paris DL, Chopra will
compete at the Golden
Spike athletics meet in
Ostrava, Czech Republic
on June 24.

After that, the reigning
world champion will fea-
ture in the inaugural edi-
tion of the Neeraj Chopra
Classic on July 5 in
Bengaluru, a World
Athletics category ‘A’
event which he is hosting.

— PTI

Singapore, June 19:
Indian junior archers
continued their dominat-
ing run by storming into
five team finals at the
Asia Cup Stage 2 here on
Thursday.

The Indian men’s
recurve team, seeded sec-
ond, defeated Bangladesh
5-1 in a one-sided semifi-
nal to set up a summit
clash with third seeds
Japan.

The trio of Vishnu
Choudhary, Paras Hooda
and Juyel Sarkar domi-
nated from the outset,
taking the opening set 55-
48. Although the second
set was tied at 55-55, the
Indians bounced back
strongly against their
fifth-seeded opponents,
dropping just one point in
the third set to win it 59-56
and seal the issue.

In the recurve mixed
team event, Vaishnavi
Pawar and Vishnu
Choudhary defeated
Singapore’s Tabitha Ern
Lin Yeo and Yue Long Li
5-3 to enter the final.

The Indian pair won the
first set 37-35, tied the sec-
ond 37-all, and lost the
third 36-38 to make it 3-3.
But Pawar and
Choudhary held their
nerves to close out the
match with a command-
ing 38-34 win in the final
set.

India also assured them-
selves of a medal in the
compound men’s team
event after the trio of
Kushal Dalal, Ganesh
Thirumuru and Mihir
Apar edged past fifth-
seeded Australia in a
tense semifinal decided
by a shoot-off (30-29) after
both teams were tied at
232 after four sets.

India will take on
Kazakhstan in the final.

The top-seeded Indian
compound women’s team
comprising Shanmukhi
Budde, Tejal Salve and
Tanishka Thokal defeated
fourth-seeded Kazakh-
stan 230-229 in a nail-bit-
ing semifinal to ensure
another medal. They will
meet Malaysia in the
final.

The top-seeded Indian
compound mixed team
pairing of Shanmukhi
and Kushal also con-
firmed another medal by
defeating Indonesia’s
Nurisa Dian Ashrifah
and Prima Wisnu
Wardhana 155-154 in a
nail-biting semifinal.

However, there was
heartbreak for the Indian
women’s recurve team.
Seeded fifth, the troika of
Vaishnavi Pawar, Kirti,
and Tamanna lost a
thrilling quarterfinal to
fourth seeds Japan 4-5 (26-
28) in the shoot-off. — PTI 

Junior archers
are in 5 finals

Neeraj eyes top
finish of season

●● Chopra, German ace
Julian Weber and two-
time world champion
Anderson Peters of
Grenada will be among
eight competitors
vying for top honours
in the second DL
meeting of the season
featuring men’s javelin
throw on the roster.
Five of the listed
throwers have hit the
90m mark.

Indian captain Shubman Gill (from left), Shardul Thakur and Nitish Kumar Reddy in a light mood during a nets ses-
sion at Headingley in Leeds, England, on Thursday, the eve of their first Test againt England. — AP

Live on TV
EENNGGLLAANNDD  SSEERRIIEESS

FFiirrsstt  TTeesstt:: Live from 3.30
pm on Sony Sports 1, 3, 4, 5
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Soufiane Rahimi of Al Ains (left) vies for ball against Alberto Costa of Juventus during their FIFA Club World Cup Group
‘G’ football match at the Audi Field stadium in Washington, USA, on Wednesday. Juventus won 5-0. — AFP

Hilal hold mighty Madrid
Juventus, City make winning starts in Club World Cup
Philadelphia (USA), June 19: Real
Madrid were held to a 1-1 draw by
Saudi Arabia’s Al Hilal at the Club
World Cup in new coach Xabi Alonso’s
first game in charge on Wednesday,
after Manchester City got off to a win-
ning start.

In the late game Juventus thrashed
Al Ain 5-0 in Washington after visiting
US President Donald Trump at the
White House.

Federico Valverde had a stoppage-
time penalty saved as Real were forced
to settle for a point in the Group ‘H’
match in Miami having taken the
lead.

It was a disappointing outcome for
the large contingent of fans of the
Spanish side in the crowd of 62,415 at
Hard Rock Stadium.

The former Bayer Leverkusen coach
gave debuts to new signings Trent
Alexander-Arnold and Dean Huijsen
in defence but Real were missing

Kylian Mbappe through illness.
Al Hilal hit back in their new coach

Simone Inzaghi’s first game on the
bench with Ruben Neves levelling
before the break from the penalty spot

following a Raul Asencio foul.
RB Salzburg took the lead in Group

‘H’ with a 2-1 win over Mexican outfit
Pachuca in Cincinnati.

The match was suspended early in
the second half with the Austrian
team leading 1-0 because of a storm,
resuming 97 minutes later.

In Philadelphia, Phil Foden and
Jeremy Doku scored first half goals as
Pep Guardiola’s City eased to a 2-0 win
against Wydad Casablanca of
Morocco in Group ‘G’. City gave
debuts to new signings Tijjani
Reijnders and Rayan Cherki, but it
was Foden who opened the scoring
inside two minutes. Doku converted
the second goal from a Foden corner
shortly before the interval in a game
played in sweaty early afternoon con-
ditions in front of 37,446 fans. 

Juventus surged to the top of Group
‘G’ with a crushing triumph over UAE
team Al Ain at Audi Field. — AFP

TENNIS PLAYERS URGED TO
PRIORITISE NATIONAL DUTY
New Delhi, June 19: India’s tennis players who receive
financial assistance through various support schemes
should prioritise national duty and refusal to play for
India without “valid justification” will result in recov-
ery of funds from them, according to a Sports Authority
of India (SAI) order.

Making players accountable for funds received, the
SAI, in its order, has asked the players, selected for sup-
port under the Target Asian Games Group (TAGG), to
provide a written undertaking where they acknowledge
that receiving financial assistance carries the responsi-
bility of contributing to the nation’s sports excellence.

The matter came up for discussion when athletes’
names were discussed for inclusion in TAGG, according
to a source. In its order, SAI asked players receiving sup-
port under TOPS, NSF and TAGG schemes to confirm
their availability and willingness to represent India in
“esteemed international events such as the Billie Jean
King Cup, Davis Cup, Asian Games, Olympics.” — PTI

DRAPER REACHES QUEEN’S QUARTERS
London, June 19: British second seed Jack Draper sur-
vived a scare to reach the Queen’s Club quarterfinals with
a gritty 3-6, 6-2, 7-6 (7/5) win over Australia’s Alexei
Popyrin on Wednesday. Draper was rocked by the world
number 21 in the first set of the second round tie at the
Wimbledon warm-up event. But the 23-year-old hit back to
level the match before taking the final set tie-break to com-
plete his comeback in a tense encounter lasting two hours
and 13 minutes in searing heat in west London. — AFP

TTHHEE  RREESSUULLTTSS

AAll  AAiinn  00
JJuuvveennttuuss  55
(Kolo Muani 11, 45+4, Yildiz 31,
Conceicao 21, 58)

MMaanncchheesstteerr  CCiittyy  22
(Foden 2, Doku 42)
WWyyddaadd  CCaassaabbllaannccaa  00

RReeaall  MMaaddrriidd  11
(Gonzalo Garcia 34)
AAll  HHiillaall  11
(Neves 41-pen)


