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‘Don’t think there
will be any sadness’,
says Aussie captain
Alyssa Healy ahead
of her final int’l
appearance in

Test against India
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ADVERTORIAL

“WE DON’T TREAT OUR VIEWERS LIKE THEY
CAN’T HANDLE COMPLEXITY”

xxxxxxxxx

When RT India was launched by President Putin in December last
year, it was both a significant moment for Russia-India ties and
the local news landscape too. RT isn't your average newcomer,
but a global heavyweight of media with decades of history.

RT states its mission clearly: news with an edge, made for those
who want to question more, covering stories ignored by
mainstream conversations. This clearly resonates with its global
audience. The channel’s content reaches 950 million people
across 100 countries: from RT en Espaiiol being the most popular
international news channel in Latin America, to RT Arabic being
one of the most trusted and visited news websites in West Asia.

Over the years, RT has collaborated with leading international
media figures and prominent voices, including broadcasting
legend Larry King, WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange, Pulitzer
Prize winner and Emmy-nominated journalist Chris Hedges,
former President of Ecuador Rafael Correa, legendary football
coach José Mourinho, and American news anchor Rick Sanchez
among others.

RT India now brings its iconic non-mainstream take on current
affairs with a specialised service operating out of the national
capital region. Building on 20 years of reporting from every corner
of the globe, it brings international stories and trends into India's
perspective - and what it means for its economy, security, energy,
tech, trade and diplomacy.

RT India makes a point of saying it does not treat its viewers like
they can’t handle complexity. The reporting is built for depth and
conversation - not shouting matches. It brings in guests who’ve
actually been in the room - people who know the score - so the
audience can see the moving parts behind the headline.

And there’s another layer to RT's pitch to India. Too often the
country is seen through a particular frame in global mainstream
coverage, and reduced to stereotypes. The channel wants to
beam India’s transformation outward instead: from innovations
and ambitions to voices and debates.

It’s also worth noting: RT didn’t walk into India as an unknown name. It
had already started building recognition through flagship productions
like Let’s Talk Bharat, hosted by Anupam Kher, and Imperial Receipts
with Dr. Shashi Tharoor - a ten-episode series taking on historical
amnesia, led by the politician, diplomat, and Chair of India’s
Parliamentary Standing Committee on External Affairs.

The channel has launched two brand new shows for its programming:

INDIA
RUSSIA

e

INDIA, RUSSIA AND THE WORLD

India, Russia and the World with Runjhun Sharma is your weekly
podcast - a deep dive into the most pressing global issues through the
lens of India and Russia.

Two civilizational powers. The world’s largest democracy, India, and the
world’s largest nation, Russia - like chess pieces navigating a shifting
global board.

Hosted by Runjhun Sharma, Head of News at RT India, the show draws
on her years of covering foreign policy and high-level engagements
from New Delhi, Moscow and beyond. For too long, Western narratives
have shaped global and Indian discourse, often sidelining voices that do
not fit a single mold. But the world has evolved. And the conversations
must evolve with it. Every Thursday.

In Conversation with

SALMAN

KHURSHID

FORMER EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER, INDIA

IN CONVERSATION WITH
SALMAN KHURSHID

In Conversation with Salman Khurshid is not just another interview
show - it is dialogue shaped by experience. Because foreign policy is
not just theory. It is lived through experience. Hosted by India’s former
External Affairs Minister and one of the country’s most respected legal
minds, Salman Khurshid, the show offers a rare window into how the
world is understood by those who have helped shape it. A seasoned
statesman steps into the role of host - drawing on his decades at the
heart of diplomacy, law, and international negotiations. This is not an
interview. It is a conversation you don’t want to miss. Fresh episodes
twice a month, on Tuesdays on RT India.

Where to watch RT:
DISH TV CH.792 | AIRTEL CH.404 | TATA PLAY CH.643 | SUN DIRECT CH.577 | DD FREE DISH CH.61 | JIO TV CH. 1374 | TATA PLAY BINGE
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STALIN-LED TN GOVT BARS 'POLITICAL, IDEOLOGICAL

& COMMUNAL' ACTIVITIES IN PVT SCHOOLS AFTER
SEVA BHARATI CAMP ALLOWED IN CUDDALORE 12

INDIA SURVIVE BETHELL BLITZ,
HEAD TO AHD FOR FINAL RECI(ONING

Team India has a golden opportunity to heal the wounds of Nov
19, 2023 — the ODI World Cup final, lost to Australia — as it heads
to the same venue, Ahmedabad, for Sunday’s final against NZ

> Sanju Samson, fresh from his
heroics against West Indies, was
on 15 when England skipper Harry
Brook dropped a dolly. Samson
made England pay, slamming a
quickfire 89 off 42 balls

> Shivam Dube chipped in with 43
off 25 as India surged to 253/7, a

Photos: PTI/AFP

catch to dismiss him for 7

> Jacob Bethell hit 3 consecutive
sixes off Varun as he raced to

his 50 off 19 balls, the fastest
half-ton ever by an English player
in a T20 WC. He got good support
from Will Jacks, who made 35 off
20 balls, before Axar pulled off

world record in a T20 WC knockout | another stunner, lobbing the ball
match. Along the way, India broke to Dube for a relay catch before
the record (76) for most sixes hit going over the rope

by a team in any WC
> The English came out
swinging, and persisted despite

> Bethell battled on to bring
up a superb century off 45 balls
as tension mounted. But Tilak

losing wickets. Brooks’s
nightmare continued as
Axar Patel took a stunmng,

on the boundary as
Bethell began to run
out of support

> With 30 to get
off the last over,
Bethell was run out
desperately going
for a non-existent
second run. Jofra
Archer bashed 19
off 4 balls but 4
England’s gallant
chase finally fell
short by 7 runs

caught Sam Curran right __

FULL COVERAGE
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India fi nally condoles killing
of Iran’s Khamenei; mins talk

No issue can be resolved
just through COHﬂlCt PM

Meeting Today
With Visiting Dy
Fgn Minister?

Sachin.Parashar
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Foreign secreta-
ry Vikram Misri signed the
book of condolence — on be-
half of the Indian govt and
people—opened at the Irani-
an embassy on Thursday, fol-
lowing the killing of Iran’s
supreme leader Ali Khame-
neion Feb 28, amid criticism
over India’s silence.
External affairs minister
S Jaishankar spoke to his
Iranian counterpart Abbas
Araghchi, and posted about
the “telecon” on X, without
elaborating. Araghchi had
said earlier in the day that
the Iranian warship destroy-

Foreign secy Vikram Misri at the
Iranian embassy on Thursday

ed by a US submarine was a
guest of theIndian Navy.

The two sides may have
their first high-level contact
since the war began, on Fri-
day, with Tehran seeking a
meeting for visiting deputy
foreign minister Saeed Kha-
tibzadeh. It is learnt that
Misri may meet the minister
who is in India for the Raisi-
naDialogue.

»Signed on day one, P 17

New Delhi: After a meeting Z
with Finland President Alex-
ander Stubb, PM Narendra
Modi said Thursday both co-
untries were in agreement
that no issue can be resolved
solely through military con-
flict. Whether in Ukraine or
West Asia, India and Finland
will continue to support ef-
fortsaimed at the early end of

»Modi, Macron discuss
need for dial P17

PM Modi with President Stubb

conflict and restoration of pe-
ace, said the PM after the mee-
ting that saw the two countri-
esupgrade their relations toa
strategic partnership in digi-
talisation and sustainability.
The two countries also sig-
ned an MoU for partnership
in migration and mobility

and agreed to set up a joint ta-
sk force on 6G. On global issu-
es, the focus was on Russia’s
war in Ukraine. Modi said In-
dia and Finland both believe
in the rule of law, dialogue,
and diplomacy.

P> See INSIDE FLAP

Qatar fallout: GAIL says
LNG supplies may be hit

New Delhi: State-run GAIL
India Thursday said its supp-
lies from Petronet LNG may
be hit due to curtailments
from QatarEnergy, even as
govtisin talks with Australia
and Canada to purchase gas,
reports Atul Mathur.

On Wednesday, Petronet
had informed stock ex-
changes about the force ma-
jeure notice from QatarE-
nergy which was forced to
stop production after a stri-
ke by Iran, affecting nearly a
fifth of global supplies. It
had issued notices to GAIL,
IndianOil and Bharat Petro-
leum, which have agree-
ments with the LNG player.

“GAIL is currently asses-
sing the situation with re-
spect to any supply curtail-
ment that may need to be im-
posed on its downstream cus-
tomers. Notwithstanding the

Sensex recovers
900pts, Z gains 55p

Sensex regained a portion
of the 2,300-point loss re-
corded in the two previous
sessions and gained 900 po-
ints (1.1%) at 80,016 points
Thursday, after Iran’s fore-
ign minister said the count-
ry was ready for talks with
the US. The rupee, too, reco-
vered 55 paise to close at
Rs91.6perdollar. P21

above, LNG supplies to GAIL
from other sources/suppliers
are currently unaffected. At
this stage, the potential im-
pact of the ongoing force ma-
jeure situation cannot be qu-
antified,” the PSU said in an
exchangefiling.

p‘Alternative supplies’, P 21

After sinking of 1 Iran ship,
another seeks Lanka refuge

Surendra.Singh
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A day after a US
submarine sank the Iranian
warship IRIS Dena carrying
130 personnel in internatio-
nal waters off the Sri Lankan
coast, killing 87 sailors, Iran’s
foreign minister Seyed Abbas
Araghchi warned that the US
would “regret” the torpedoat-
tack. He said the frigate had
come to India as a “guest of
the Indian Navy" for an exer-
ciselastmonth.

Evenas he issued the war-
ning, another Iranian wars-
hip has moved toward Lan-
kan waters seeking refuge.

Official sources in India
emphasised IRIS Dena was
targeted in international wa-
ters, and it happened after the
conclusion of the Internatio-
nal Fleet Review and subse-

—
Iran has warned the US would
regret IRIS Dena (above) sinking

quent MILAN exercise on Feb
25. Thefrigate was around the
international shipping lane
when it was attacked.

Indian Navy on Thursday
said it joined search and re-
scue operation after learning
about adistress call from IRIS
Dena. The Navy said it pro-
mptly launched search and
rescue efforts with a long-
range maritime patrol air-
craftat10am on Wednesday to
augment Sri Lanka’s efforts.

»Lanka rescued 32, P 17

Over 60% turnout as Nepal votes
in ‘historic’ polls powered by Gen Z

US court: Cos
are entitled to
tariff refunds

federal judge in New

Yorkhasruled thatcom-
panies that paid tariffs
struck down last month by
Supreme Court are due re-
funds. Judge Richard Eaton
of the US Court of Interna-
tional Trade wrote that “all
importers of record” were
“entitled to benefit” from
the Supreme Court.

The court order says
that refunds are not limited
toselect plaintiffs. The fede-
ral government collected
morethan$130billion in the
now-defunct tariffs thro-
ugh mid-Dec. The Supreme
Court had found those ta-
riffs to be unconstitutional
under the emergency po-
wers law. AGencies

Vishant.Agarwala
@timesofindia.com

Kathmandu: As Nepal went
to the polls on Thursday, the
country’s Gen Z voters —ma-
ny of whom participated in
the Sept protests that resha-
ped the country’s politics —
turned out in large numbers
for the snap parliamentary
elections, with students and
young workers queueing out-
side polling booths set up in
schools, temples, and commu-
nity gathering spaces. Many
travelled for days across the
Himalayan country to reach
their constituencies.
Kathmandu’s roads were
largely empty after the Elec-
tion Commission of Nepal

Women vote at a polling station
in Kathmandu on Thursday

enforced its routine election-
day vehicle ban, leaving vo-
ters to walk the last stretch to
polling stations.

Acting chief election com-

missioner Ram Prasad Bhan-
dari said preliminary turno-
ut stood slightly above 60% at
5pm, adding the figure was ex-
pected to rise once data from
remote and mountainous dis-
trictsarrived. The 2022 turno-
ut was 61.4%. “Gen Z voters
appeared pleased with the
conduct of the polls and their
enthusiasm has been stri-
king. Their passion for voting
was high,” hesaid.

Nepal's parliament has
275seats, of which110areallo-
cated through proportional
representation, meaning the
final nationwide tally may ta-
keseveral daysas ballots arri-
ve from distant regions.

»‘Peaceful polls’, P 16
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Rising op costs, fares add to
West Asia flight nightmare

10-12% Hike In
Gulf Fares
Unavoidable,
Say Airlines

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The expanding
war in West Asia is giving
twin nightmares to airlines
— especially Indian ones due
totheclosure of Pakistanair-
space to them — and passen-
gersstuck here and abroad.
Connectivity remains
the primary concern as
bringing Indians stranded
overseas safely home is the
highest priority. Second, a
sharp hike in operating
costs for airlines along with
a demand-supply mismatch
has led to fares skyrocket-
ing for passengers. Airlines
say a minimum 10%-12%
hike in West Asian fares is
unavoidable even as they
keepaneyeonchangingair-
space closures in war zones.
Air India has done a pay-
load analysis and if Saudi
and Oman airspaces get im-
pacted, its flights to Europe,
UK and North America will
become unviable. Govt is yet
toclear Air India’s request to
allow its Boeing 787-9s (not

Connectivity remains the
primary concern as bringing
Indians stranded overseas safely
home is the highest priority

Emirates resumes
‘reduced schedule’

New Delhi: Emirates on
Thursday said it was
“operatingareduced flight
schedule until further notice”
thanks to the “limited reopen-
ing of airspace”. Among the
destinations being served are
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad,
Kochi, Mumbaiand
Thiruvananthapuram. v

30 flights to & from
B'luru cancelled

Bengaluru: Passengers were
stranded as 30 flights toand
from Gulf countries (14
arrivals and 16 departures)
were cancelled on Thursday,
reports Nithya Mandyam.
Some services operated with
adjustments. Emirates flight
EK566 from Dubaireached
Bengaluru with 358 flyers and
leftwith 203 as EK567.

AT’slegacy Dreamliners) and
Airbus A350s to fly from Del-
hi to Leh, enter China pass-
ing a waypoint called Hotan,
and then take the Central
Asia route to the west — by-
passing the entire war zone.

“The B787-9s and A350s
have additional oxygen stor-
agewhichallowsthemalong-
er time to descend to 10,000
feet by flying out of the high-
terrain region in case of sin-
gle-engine failure. All stud-
ies have been done and this
has been found technically
feasible,” said a person famil-
iar with the deliberations.

ATl has made a strong case
for getting clearance for the
Hotanroute, saying it will rid
it of the “constant nuisance”
of Pakistan airspace closure.

Western airlines like
Lufthansa and United are
not impacted much by the

West Asian crisis when it
comes to flights to and from
India thanks to Pakistan air-
space being open to them.
The increase in operat-
ing costs of carriers hasled
to a rise in ticket prices,
with demand-supply mis-
matchaddingtothefire. For
instance, an Indian study-
ing in Ireland who came to
New Delhi in Feb to attend
his grandfather’s last rites
now faces fares of up to
Rs4lakhtoreturntocollege.
A senior executive at an
Indian airline said: “Insur-
ance costs for flights to West
Asia have soared by as much
as Rs 30 lakh to 40 lakh for a
wide body’s return trip and
Rs 90 lakh to Rs 1 crore for a
wide body’s return journey.
Aviation turbine fuel price
this month was hiked by 6%.
The rupee keeps crashing to

new all-time lows. We have to
take much longer routes. Our
costs have gone through the
roof. The flights to West Asia
hardly have any passengers
and are full on the way back.”
With flights reduced and
huge uncertainty over oper-
ations, airlines say they are
having a tough time selling
tickets. “Weare unabletosell
inventory on these flights in
advance and filling up air-
craft on short notice is lead-
ingtolow flightloads, result-
ing in a higher cost of oper-
ation,” an executive said.
“Pakistan airspace clo-
sure started on April 24, 2025,
and operating costs for ndian
carriers withsubstantial wes-
tern operations like AT Group
and IndiGo have risen since
then. We have been asking
for fiscal relief like from ex-
cise or GST,” said an official.

No panic buying
yet but crowds
surge at fuel stns

Kolkata: Fuel stations in
parts of Kolkata and Howrah
witnessed unusually long
queues during evening peak
hours this week as motorists
rushed to fill up tanks amid
rumours of an impending pet-
rol shortage or a steep price
hike, reports Krishnendu
Bandyopadhyay.

Dealers said sporadic
bouts of panic buying oc-
curred during the evening
commute. At several outlets,
motorists queued up asking
for ‘tank-full’ refills, leading
to serpentine queues and
waiting times stretching be-
yond an hour in some cases.

Thesurge indemand came
despite repeated assurances
from oil marketing compa-
nies that adequate fuel stocks
wereavailable.

Arun Singhania, presi-
dent of West Bengal Petro-
leum Dealers’ Association,
said there was no evidence of
widespread panic buying.

Family seeks govt
help to bring sick
kid back from Iran

Jaipur: A family in the Walled
City area has appealed to govt
to evacuate their six-year-old
granddaughter from Iran's
Qomdistrict, citing her fragile
health, reports Shoeb Khan.
Habib Zehra has been anx-
iously tracking news updates
as her daughter, Hina Taqvi,
son-in-law Hasan Abbas and
granddaughter Maryam re-
main in Qom, reportedly wit-
nessing heavy missile attacks.
The family says they have been
unable to contact them since
the afternoon of Feb 28. The
last message they received
from Hinaread: “Pray for us.”
Maryam suffers from a se-
rious neurological condition
that requires frequent hospi-
talisation and specialised
care. With tensions rising, the
family fears access to treat-
ment could bedisrupted.

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi said PM Na-
rendra Modi’s silence in the
wake of “conflict” and the
sinking of an Iranian war-
ship showed that the PM had
“surrendered strategy sov-
ereignty”. The opposition
party also slammed govt for
“undoing” the foreign policy
painstakingly built over the
lastseven decades.

Rahulsaid the world had
entered a volatile phase and
“stormy seas” lay ahead,
with oil supplies and 40% of
Indian imports transiting
through the Strait of Hor-
muzunder threat.

“The conflict has reac-
hed our backyard, with an
Iranian warship sunk in the
Indian Ocean. Yet the PM
has said nothing. At a mo-
ment like this, we need a

Rahul questions PM’s ‘silence’ on

warship sinking in ‘our backyard’

Rahul Gandhi said the world had
entered a volatile phase and

L

‘stormy seas’ lay ahead. ‘Ata
moment like this, we need a steady
hand at the wheel,’ he said

steady hand at the wheel. In-
stead, India has a compro-
mised PM who has surren-
dered our strategic autono-
my,” hesaid.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge said the
PM’s silence after the sink-
ing of the Iranian ship that
was India’s guest showed
“Modi govt'srecklessabdica-
tion of India’s strategic and
national interests”. He also
questioned the “absence” of
maritime rescue and relief
when 38 Indian-flagged com-
mercial ships along with
1,100 sailors were stuck in the
conflict-hitregion.

He said govt had alsonot
made public the plan to deal
with rising oil prices and
limited reserves, especially
after agreeing with the US
to stop import from Russia.
One crore Indians were in
Gulf region countries and
there were desperate mess-
ages from medical students
seekinghelp, he said.

“Clearly, Modi’s surren-
der is both political and
moral. It demeans India’s
core national interests and
destroys our foreign policy
carefully built and followed
by successive govts over the
years,” Kharge said.

Times News NETwoRrk

New Delhi: Blaming India
for the US strike on Iranian
naval vessel IRIS Dena was
both illogical and mislead-
ing, BJP said on Thursday
as Congress took a swipe at
govt over the attack on the
warship that was returning
after participating in a na-
valexercise inIndia.

BJP noted that the strike
occurred around 250 nauti-
cal miles from the Indian
coastline, well beyond the
country's territorial waters
and outside its maritime ju-
risdiction. Holding India ac-
countable for an incident be-
tween the US and Iran in in-
ternational waters was both
factually incorrectand diplo-
matically untenable, it said.

“Under international
maritime law, a country’s
responsibility does not ex-

Blaming India for US strike on
Iran frigate ill

oical, says BJP

BJP noted that the strike on the
vessel occurred beyond India’s
territorial waters. ‘Proximity can't
be conflated with control or
accountability,’ Amit Malviya said

tend to every incident that
takes place in the broader
oceanic region merely be-
cause it is geographically
nearby. India shares mari-
time proximity with many
countries across the Indian
Ocean, but proximity can-
not be conflated with con-
trol or accountability”
BJP’s Amit Malviya said.

He said events taking
place in international wa-
ters, especially those in-
volving third countries, fell
outsideIndia’slegal oroper-
ational domain.

“Attempts to drag India
into this episode ignore the

basic principles of maritime
jurisdiction and appear dri-
ven more by speculation and
political narrative than by
facts. India neither controls
activities in international
waters nor is it a party to ac-
tions undertaken by other
sovereign nations there. In
short, geography does not eq-
ualresponsibility,” he said.
BJP sources expressed
dismay over Congress’s criti-
cism. “Those who claim to be
the ‘natural party of govern-
ance’ cannot be expected to
be so ignorant of the basics
of international law.,” said a
senior party functionary.

Ending Ukraine war in everyone’s interest,
UNSC seat for India crucial: Finland prez

Times News NETwoRk

Piyal Bhattacharjee

New Delhi: India and Finland both as-
serted on Thursday that ending the Rus-
sia-Ukraine was was “ineveryone’s inter-
est” and called for reform in United Na-
tions. Finland President Alexander
Stubb said a seat in UN Security Council
for India was of utmost importance.

“We also share the view that reform
of global institutions is not only neces-
sary, but urgent in order to address
growing global challenges. Further-
more, eliminating terrorism in all its
forms remains our shared commit-
ment,” PM Narendra Modi said.

In a joint statement, both leaders
agreed to continue to support efforts to-
wards the achievement of a “comprehen-
sive, just, and lasting peace” in Ukraine
through dialogue and diplomacy, based
on the principles of UN Charter and in-
ternationallaw, including independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Modi said the world was passing
through a phase of instability. “India
and Europe, two major diplomatic pow-

PM Modi and Finland President Alexander Stubb
agreed to continue to support efforts towards
‘a comprehensive, just and lasting peace’ in
Ukraine through dialogue and diplomacy

ers of the world, are entering a golden
phase in their relationship. Our grow-
ing cooperation is imparting new
strength to global stability, develop-
ment and shared prosperity,” he said.
“We have conflict in both regions, in
West Asiaandalso, of course, in Ukraine.
And for us, Russia’s war of aggression
against Ukraine has lasted for too long,

Stubb: India a model
for strategic autonomy

innish President Alexander Stubb,

during his keynote address at the
Raisina Dialogue 2026 on Thursday,
highlighted India’s rising global
influence, calling itamodel for strategic
autonomy and proactive international
engagement, stating that Europe had
“been taught alesson by India that
passivity is notastrategy”. Praising India
for notisolating itself despite not being
partofaformalalliance, Stubb
underscored India’s proactive
engagementin world affairs. acencies

four years. Weagreed that ending the war
isineveryone’s interest,” said Stubb.
Finland has emerged as an important
destination for Indian professionals, par-
ticularly in technology and innovation
sectors. “To connect the innovation eco-
systems, today we have concluded a com-
prehensive Migration and Mobility
Agreement with Finland,” said Modi.
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4.5%-5% for 2026, lowest since 1991,

BENNETT, COLEMAN & CO. LTD. | Estd.1838 | VOL.77 NO.55 | NEW DELHI | FRIDAY, MARCH 6,2026
B

amid weak consumption, ongoing

property crisis, global trade tensions;
to boost defence spending by 7%, P 20

INCLUSIVE OF DELHI TIMES (CIRCULATED ONLY IN DELHI NCR) | *APPLICABLE ONLY ON MONTHLY PURCHASE (IN DELHI NCR)

HE TIMES

US tests unarmed Minuteman Ill ICBM,
dubbed ‘doomsday missile’, with range of
13,000km, from California’s Vandenberg Space
Force Base. Says launch scheduled years ago
and is ‘not in response to world events’
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Social media influencer and critic of
pro-Khalistani extremism Nancy Grewal,
45, stabbed to death at her residence in
Ontario. Her mother, in Jalandhar, claims
she used to get death threats, P 16

Lakshya Sen storms into men’s
quarterfinals of All England Open
Badminton Championships with

gritty win against Hong Kong’s
Ng Ka Long Angus 21-19, 21-23, 21-10, P 22

‘Always wished to be in both
Houses’: Nitish files RS papers

JDU Workers
Vandalise Office,
Allege BJP Plot

Madan.Kumar@timesofindia.com

Patna: Nitish Kumar filed
Thursday nomination papers
for Rajya Sabha, brushing asi-
de objections from family
members and unrest within
JD(U)inamove widely seen as
signalling the approaching
end of hisrecord tenure as Bi-
har chief minister.

Thedecision makes it clear
that there will be a transition
in Patna, potentially paving
the way for a BJP-led govt.

JD(U) functionaries and
relatives said party president
Nitish, 75, faced strong resis-
tance at home before procee-
ding. “Not only his son Nis-
hant but the entire family tri-
ed to convince Nitishji right
through the night so that he
does not go to Rajya Sabha at
this juncture, but he remai-
ned adamant on his deci-
sion,” said the CM’s brother-
in-law Anil Kumar.

Photo: ANI

state from jungle raj...

of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’

f = N

» Spotlight on Nishant,
cadre clamour for him, P 14

For past two decades, Nitish govt's
commitment and dedicated leadership for
welfare of the people of Bihar has freed the
His dignified presence
(in RS) will further strengthen NDA’s resolve

— Amit Shah | Union home minister

DECKS NOW CLEAR FOR A BJP- IéD GOVT IN BIHAR" ]

There has been a desire in my heart
to become a member of both Houses
of Bihar legislature as well as both Houses of
Parliament. In keeping with this aspiration, |
seek to become a member of RS...
— Nitish Kumar | Bihar CM

2

Nitish Kumar, flanked

by Union minister Amit Shah

and state deputy chief minister CM Samrat Choudhary,

» 5 seen as frontrunners
for CM’s post, P 14

files his nomination papers for RS polls

Nitish ji has been made to mount the horse like a groom but the
wedding vows will be taken with someone else

— Tejashwi Yadav | RJD

» ‘Sushasan babu’ sets a

| tough benchmark, P 14

Nitish hasn't quit as CM
yet, though political circles ex-
pect that step once parliamen-
tary formalities conclude.

He filed his papers accom-
panied by Union home mini-
ster Amit Shah, who flew in
from New Delhi. “Throughout
his political journey serving
as MLA, MP, CM, and Union
minister; Nitish Kumar has
maintained an unblemished

public life,” Shah said, adding
that his tenure as CM will be
remembered as a “golden era”
as he “has been instrumental
in advancing Bihar’s develop-
ment in multiple sectors”.

“Nitish Kumarji worked
to liberate Bihar from the
jungle raj,” Shah said. “All
NDA partners welcome Ni-
tish Kumarji upon his entry
intoRajya Sabha.”

Nitish's decision trigge-
red turmoil within JD(U).
Workers vandalised party of-
fice in Patna, accusing BJP of
engineering a “conspiracy”
with help from “traitors wit-
hin party”. Demonstrations
and sit-ins spread across
parts of Bihar, urging Nitish
toreverse his decision.

»‘Growth & respect’, P 14

2 sisters dead,
mom unconscious
in Malviya Nagar

wo sisters, aged 33 and

28, were found dead and
their mother found uncons-
ciousintheirhomeinsouth
Delhi’s Malviya Nagar on
Thursday evening. The de-
aths came to light around
6pm, when police broke
open the main door after
getting a call from a relati-
ve. One of the victims was
found with a pillow cove-
ring her face, while the
other’s body had ligature
marks on the neck, indica-
tingshe had been strangled.
Initial probe indicates that
the mother may have killed
the women before attemp-
tingto take her ownlife. P5

Homeland security

secy Noem fired

S President Donald Tru-

mp fired homeland secu-
rity secretary Kristi Noem
Thursday, two days after she
faced a grilling on Capitol
Hill from Republicans and
Democrats ona variety of to-
pics. Noem will be replaced
by senator Markwayne Mul-
lin of Oklahoma. acencies

Photo: PTI

lllegal mining: CISF
can soon prosecute

“he Centre has decided to
grant CISF powers to ini-
tiate legal proceedings aga-
inst illegal coal miners, said
the CISF DG. At present, its
role is limited to guarding 10
mines, with enforcement
authority resting with mi-
ning officials and police. P15

YouTuber attackers’
father speaks up

) uniyad Ali, whose two
D sons were killed in enco-
unters on Marchland 3after
emerging as prime suspects
behind the attack on YouTu-
ber Saleem Wastik, said poli-
ce should have produced
them in court. “They com-
mitted a crime... deserved a
trial,” hesaid. P5

Noida airport gets
security clearance

Joida International Air-

port hasreceived securi-
ty clearance from BCAS.
DGCA is expected to carry
out a final inspection and is-
sue the aerodrome licence.
Once issued, domestic pas-
senger flightsareexpected to
begin within45days.P7

Energy drinks led to
hepatitis-B deaths?
l;‘xcessivo intake of caffei-

nated energy drinks and
treatment by quacks led to
hepatitis-B deaths in Pal-
wal’s Chainsa, deputy com-
missioner Harish Kumar
Vashishth said on Thurs-
day. Of the 13 patients who
fellill, eight died. P5

Ex-envoy Sandhu is new Delhi
LG, TN guv Ravi goes to Bengal

VK SAXENA MOVED TO LADAKH

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi/Kolkata: Tamil
Nadu governor R N Ravi has
replaced C V Ananda Bose as
the new gover-

nor of West
| Bengal, while
/| former ambas-

sador to the US
Tara.n_ut Singh
dhu will be

> Kerala guv Rajendra Arlekar
gets addl charge of TN,
replacing R N Ravi

> Delhi L-G V K Saxena
replaces Ladakh L-G Kavinder

> Lt Gen Syed Ata Hasnain
(retd) replaces Arif Mohd
Khan as Bihar governor

> Telangana governor
Jishnu Dev Varma appointed

Gupta, who has been made Maharashtra governor
Himachal Pradesh governor; > Former Bihar Speaker
Shiv Pratap Shukla moved Nand Kishore Yadav named
to Tel R

thenew DelhiL-G. Themoveto
appoint Ravi as Bengal gover-
nor came under fire from CM

Mamata Banerjee.

The appointment of Ravi,a

former IPS officer who had fre-

quent run-ins with the DMK
govt, comes days ahead of the
announcement of poll dates

for Bengal and other states.

The changes are part of
the larger gubernatorial res-

huffleannounced by Rashtra-

pati Bhavan on Thursday

(see gfx). Bose, whose tenure
was marked by confronta-
tions with the Mamata-led
TMC govt, announced his re-
signationfrom Delhi. He gave
gave no reason for the deci-
sion. Mamata Banerjee was
quick to target BJP, her main
challenger in the assembly
polls,assheexpressed “shock
and deep concern”.
“Thereasonsbehind hisre-
signation are not known to me
at this moment. However, gi-

STAGE SET FOR RAJYA SABHA POLLS,
NDA VS OPPN TIE-UP IN ODISHA, BIHAR

Trinamool’s RS (L-R) candidates ex-DGP Ra}eev Kumar

er Babul Sur:r

actor Koel Mullick, and SC advocate Menaka Guruswamy after filing papers

> 40 candidates file papers

on last day of nomination for

37 Rajya Sabha seats falling
vacant in 10 states. Keen contest
expected in one seat each in
Bihar, Odisha and Haryana

> Seven seats falling vacant
in Maharashtra, 6 in TN,

5 each in Bihar and West
Bengal, 4 in Odisha, 3 in Assam
and 2 each in Haryana, Telangana
and Chhattisgarh, besides one
seat in Himachal Pradesh.

Polling on March 16

> Rare BJD-Cong tie-up in Odisha
as latter backs BJD's candidate,
Datteswar Hota. BJP backs

former Union minister Dilip Ray,
contesting as an independent
> NCP (SP), Cong and Sena (UBT)
back Sharad Pawar’s renomination
for lone seat they can win
in the state. Parth Pawar,
son of late deputy CM
Ajit Pawar, nominated by
) governing NCP

> RID renomination of
MP and businessman A D Singh
forces contest on 1 seat in Bihar
> BIP’s Sanjay Bhatia, Cong’s
Karamvir Boudh & independent
Satish Nandal, who had contested
2019 state polls as BJP nominee,
face off in Haryana m

ven the prevailing circums-
tances, I would not be surpri-
sed if the governor has been
subjected to some pressure
from the Union home minister
to serve certain political inter-
ests on the eve of the forthco-
ming state assembly elec-
tions,” she wrote on X, sharing
thathome minister Amit Shah
called her to say that Ravi will
bereplacing Bose.

»‘Didn’t consult’, P 17

Man beaten to
death after Holi
balloon splash

New Delhi: A 26-year-old
manwasallegedly beatento
death after a quarrel over a
splash of water during Holi
spiralled into violence in
Delhi’s Uttam Nagar.

Police have arrested fo-
ur people and apprehended
aminor. The trouble began,
police said, when water
from a balloon splashed on
a woman amid the festival
celebrations.

The deceased has been
identified as Tarun, who li-
ved with his family in Ut-
tam Nagar. He was pursu-
ing a digital marketing co-
urse, said his family.

DCP (Dwarka) Kushal
Pal Singh said two groups,
belonging to two different
communities, had a fight
over the throwing of a wa-
ter-filled balloon.

»3 murders, 9 held, P 7

Courts must deal with disobedient
litigants with an iron hand: SC

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

i New Delhi: Criticising the
: practice of litigants, particu-
: larly govt authorities, of not
¢ complying with court orders
: and filing appeals or review
: pleas when faced with con-
¢ tempt proceedings, Supreme
: Court has said the court sho-
i uld deal with them harshly,
: otherwise public faith in the
: judiciary would erode.

A bench of Justices Ahsa-

: nuddin Amanullah and R Ma-
: hadevan also held that the de-
: fence of administrative hurd-
i les, or even impossibility to
: perform what has been orde-
¢ red, cannot be invoked in con-
¢ tempt proceedings if a con-

> Special PMLA court initiates
proceedings to declare
Nirav Modi's broth both

> Delhi HC junks writ plea
by Damcs ofﬁcer challenging
| for i posmun

Belgian nationals, fugitive
economic offenders | P 15

> Hindu Marriage Act applies
to tribals following Hindu
customs, says C'garh HC,
sets aside family court order
rejecting divorce plea of ST
husband and SC wife | P 13

by allowing refund of Z3.3cr in
land acquisition matter | P 11
> ED moves special PMLA
court to confiscate T700cr
assets of Igbal Memon, family
> ED notice to NC chief Farooq
Abdullah in money laundering
probe dismissed | P 13

temner has failed to brief the
court about the difficulty wit-
hinthe prescribed timelimit.

“Delayed filing of appeals
should be the exception. But
inrecenttimes, the exception
has practically evolved to be-
come the rule. Orders passed

by courts are not complied
withforalongtime,and when
contempt petitions are filed,
belated appeals, with tremen-
dous delay, are preferred,”
the bench said.

p‘Criminal contempt’, P 15
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New Delhi:Delhirecorded its
hottest day of the season on
Thursday as the maximum
temperature climbed to34.3°C
— seven degrees above nor-
mal — surpassing Wednesda-
y’s 33.2°C. The mercury is ex-
pected torise further and may
touch 36°C by March 10.

IMD data shows that the
34°C mark was breached in the
second week of Marchlast year,
while in 2024, it was crossed on-
ly inthelast week of the month.

Clear skies and persistent
dry weather have contributed
tothesharprise intemperatu-
re. “The city has been recor-
ding dry conditions, with the
last spell of intense rain on
Jan 28. Feb saw only two in-
stances of very light showers.
In the absence of an active
western disturbance, Delhi
has been experiencing clear
skies, resulting in a spike in
temperatures,” said
RK Jenamani, senior
scientistatIMD.

Night temperatu-
res, t0o, are on an up-
ward trend. The mini-
mum settled at 18.2°C
on Thursday — five
degrees above normal
compared with
15.7°C a day earlier. Mi-
nimum temperatures are lik-
ely to stay between 16°C and
18°C over the next three days.

Jenamani said summer in
2022 was the warmest in re-
cent years, while last year re-

Times News NETwoRk

New Delhi: Retired diplomat
Taranjit Singh Sandhu was on
Thursday appointed the new lie-
utenant governor of Delhi. Vi-
nai Kumar Saxena, who was ser-
ving as the Delhi LG since May
2022, has been shifted to Ladakh.

Sandhu, who served as Indi-
a’s Ambassador to the United
States from Feb 2020 to Jan 2024,
maintained close, active, and
frequent engagements with the
Congressional India Caucus—t-
he largest country-specific cau-
cus in the US House of Repre-
sentatives. He was also the high
commissioner to Sri Lanka.

Sandhu contested Lok Sab-
ha elections on a BJP ticket in
Amritsarin2024 butlost.

Saxena’'s tenure was mar-
ked by frequent high-pitched
confrontations with Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) govt over myri-
ad issues ranging from day-to-
day governance to policy deci-
sions, including the controver-
sial excise policy. In July 2022,
Saxena recommended a CBI
probe into alleged irregulariti-
esintheexcise policy’sframing
and implementation, which led
to the then chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal and some senior
AAPfunctionariesgoingtojail.

Saxenahasbeenshifted da-
ys after Arvind Kejriwal and
other accused have been dis-
charged in the excise case by a
Delhicourt.

The appointment of Sand-
hu comes at a time when rela-
tions between BJP-led Delhi
govtand the LG office have nor-
malised. Officials attribute the
normalcy toDelhiand the Cent-
re, which appoints the LG, be-
ingrun by the same party.

The Delhi govt's relations-
hip with the LG has been mar-
ked by sustained tussle since
2015 when AAP came to power
inDelhi.

Saxena was appointed the
Delhi LG in 2022, replacing
TAS officer Anil Baijal. Saxe-
na was the only LG of Delhi
who was not drawn from reti-
red bureaucrats.

Koushiki.Saha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A Delhi court has
discharged a man accused of
rapinga woman on the pretext
of marriage, holding that the
case stemmed from a consen-
sual relationship that later
turned acrimonious.

Inan order dated Feb 12, jud-
geHarjeet Singh Jaspal said “ge-
nuine cases that deserve prose-
cution of the accused must be
clearly demarcated from the liti-
gation that arises from the cases
of consensual relationships bet-
ween consenting adults going
acrimonious on account of dis-
puteand disagreement ora futu-
re change of mind.”

The case was registered in

AQI RECORDED ON
THURSDAY,
REMAINING IN THE
MODERATI
CATEGORY

Mercury At 34.3°C,
7°C Above Normal

May Touch 36°C By March 10; Night Temps Up Too

Rajesh Mehta

Delhi has recorded temperatures above 30°C for nine consecutive days

mained relatively milder due
tofrequent thunderstorms.
According to IMD, tempe-
ratures are likely to rise gra-
dually as no active western
disturbance is expected in the
coming week. “A gradual in-
crease of 3-4degre-
es in maximum
temperatures is fo-
recast over the
nextfive days, with
no significant
change thereafter.
They are expected
to remain appreci-
ably above normal
(3.1°C to 5°C) to mar-
kedly above normal (5.1°C or
more) for the next seven da-
ys,” the bulletin said.
Maximum temperatures
are expected to hover between
33°C and 35°C from Friday to

Sandhu in, Saxena
moved to Ladakh

Taranjit Sandhu is new Delhi LG

Saxena was also behind
the Delhi Development Autho-
rity’s green push and was key
to the development of several
parks and green spaces along
the Yamuna, such as Asita
park and Baansera.

During Saxena’s tenure, se-
veral major policy matters led
to sharp exchanges between
RajNiwas and AAP govt, inclu-
ding the management of 2023
Delhi floods. A major flashpo-
int was the control of services
inDelhi, particularly the power
toappoint and transfer bureau-
crats. They also clashed over
the functioning of Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, mayoral
elections, theredevelopment of
govt schools and hospitals, and
the handling of civic and envi-
ronmental issues. These dispu-
tes frequently played out thro-
ugh official correspondence
and even public statements.

Saxena also sought inquiri-
es into alleged cost escalations
in the construction of classro-
oms at Delhi govt schools, alle-
gedirregularities in the functio-
ning and finances of Delhi Jal
Board, buses procurement, "fa-
ke" diagnostic tests at Mohalla
Clinics, "financial irregulariti-
es" in Jai Bhim Pratibha Vikas
Yojna, amongseveral others.

“Sandhu’s appointment is
set to bring a new phase in Del-
hi’s administrative leadership.
He is known for his diplomatic
experience and long career in
international affairs and is lik-
ely to use his experience in sha-
ping Delhi’s administration
alongside the elected govt,” sa-
id aretired Delhi govt official.

‘Pressure tactic’: Court
clears rape accused

2017 under Sections 376 (rape)
and 506 (criminal intimida-
tion) IPC. The prosecution al-
leged the man induced the
complainant into a sexual re-
lationship from Dec 25, 2012 by
falsely promising marriage.

The court, however, noted
that the couple had legally mar-
ried in Sept 2015, after the comp-
lainant threatened tofileacase,
and had been living together in
a “valid subsisting marriage”.
The complainant later alleged
the man moved back to Gurga-
on and told her she couldn’t ta-
keactionagainsthim.

The judge concluded that
the complaint seemed to have
been filed as a “pressure tac-
tic” rather than a true allega-
tion of rape.

Monday, and may reach 36°C
by March 10.

The city has recorded tem-
peratures above 30°C for nine
consecutive days. IMD data
shows that maximum tempe-
ratures remained above nor-
mal through most of Feb, dip-
ping below normal only twice
—1017.5°C on Feb 2and 21.1°C
on Feb 18 — when a weak wes-
tern disturbance brought
drizzle and overcast skies.

Last year’s highest March
temperature was 38.9°C on
March 26, while in 2024 it rea-
ched 37.8°C on March 29.

Meanwhile, Delhi’s air qu-
ality remained in the ‘mode-
rate’ category with an AQI of
142 on Thursday. It is expected
to stay moderate on Friday
and may deteriorate to ‘poor’
on Saturday.

River cleanup:

STPs’ capacity

up by 100MGD,
claims DJB

Neha.Mishra@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Combining inter-
state cooperation, infrastruc-
ture expansion and new treat-
ment projects, DelhiJal Board
(DJB) has intensified efforts
to clean the Yamuna and
strengthen wastewater mana-
gement in the city.

According to its latest an-
nualreport, under the Yamuna
rejuvenation and sewage ma-
nagement programme, DJB
has expanded sewage treat-
ment capacity to reduce untre-
ated sewage flowing into the
Yamuna. It has also planned
multiple projects in 2026, inclu-
ding decentralised sewage tre-
atment plants (DSTPs), new se-
wer networks, pumping sta-
tions and household connec-
tions in long-unsewered areas.

Over the past year, Delhi’s
installed sewage treatment
capacity increased from 707
million gallons per day to
814MGD. In addition, 28 se-
wage treatment plants were
upgraded to meet stricter
10:10 standards for bioche-
mical oxygen demand and to-
tal suspended solids. The
60MGD plants at Keshopur
and Nilothi are also expected
to improve wastewater qua-
lity in the Yamuna and its
connected drains.

However, no response was
available from govt to TOI's
queries on the continued frot-
hinginthe Yamuna.

DJB has also deployed ad-
vanced mechanised equip-
ment, including super sucker
machines and water-recyc-
ling desilting units, to streng-
then maintenance and impro-
ve worker safety.

On the consumer side, the
late payment surcharge wai-
ver scheme offers domestic
users a 100% waiver on sur-
charges if the principal dues
are cleared, benefiting aro-
und 3.5 million households.

The next phase focuses on
expandingsewer infrastructu-
re in areas lacking proper net-
works. Proposed projects in-
clude DSTPs and sewer sy-
stems in villages and unautho-
rised  colonies.  Notable
projects include a 1.5MGD
DSTP in Bijwasanfor 50,000 re-
sidents, DSTPs in Bawana vil-
lages for 90,000 people and a se-
wage pumping station at Bajit-
pur Thakran serving 1.5 lakh
residents. Other planned
works cover Mundka, Narela
and south Delhi, including ho-
use service connections in
Sangam Vihar and Wazirabad.

DJB has also coordinated
with international agencies,
continuing engagement with
Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency for water supply
improvement and Asian De-
velopment Bank for the Wazi-
rabad project. It has streng-
thened ties with Union go-
vernment and basin states for
the Renukaji-Lakhwar-Kis-
hau dam projects in the upper
Yamuna basin to augment
Delhi’s water supply.
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Ladakh-style foot overbridge
to come up at Monastery Mkt

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi: Chief minister Rekha Gupta on Thursday laid the foun-
dation stone for a foot overbridge at Monastery Market near Kash-
mere Gate, which will be constructed on a Ladakhi theme. The esti-
mated cost of the structure is Rs 3 crore. With this, the traffic in the
region will be eased, and commuters between Ladakh Buddha Vi-
harand Monastery Market will be able to cross the road safely.

The CM said that the project would fulfilalong-standing demand
of local residents. “This bridge will be constructed keeping in mind
thearchitecture of Ladakh. Two lifts will also be installed. With the
construction of the foot overbridge, people coming and going to La-
dakh Buddha Vihar and Monastery Market will get the facility to
cross the road safely. At the same time, traffic on the Ring Road will
also be able to move more smoothly;” said Gupta.

The proposed design of the bridge combines modern facilities
with cultural identity and traditions of Ladakh. Lifts will conveni-
ence the elderly, persons with disabilities, and pregnant women.

“Delhiisthemirrorof thenation, where people from different
states and cultures live together in harmony. Families from La-
dakhresided in Delhi for many years in peace and goodwill, spre-
ading the message of harmony and compassion through the tea-
chings of Lord Buddha,” the CM said.

PWD minister Parvesh Verma said the project would bring
significant relief to local residents, devotees and visitors to the
nearby market.

DSEU to strike off students who
default on fees beyond 2 months

Times News NETwork

March 8: PM to open
2 metro corridors, lay
foundation for 3 others

AlokKNMishra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is scheduled
to inaugurate two Delhi Met-
ro corridors—Majlis Park to
Maujpur-Babarpur (pink li-
ne) and Deepali Chowk to
Majlis Park (magenta line)
onMarch8.

He will also lay the foun-
dation stone for three corri-
dors under the Phase-V (A)
metro expansion the same
day, chief minister Rekha
Gupta said on Thursday.

The cost of these
metro projects exce-
edsRs 18,300 crore.

“These initiatives
will play an impor-
tant role in transfor-
ming the national ca-
pital into a truly Vik-

sit Delhi. The expan- PMModi

sion of the network
will improve public trans-
port, make daily travel easi-
er for citizens, reduce the
number of vehiclesonthero-
ads and help control pollu-
tion,” Gupta said, adding
that the programme will be
held at DDA Utsav Sthal-3, in
front of Nirankari Mandal.
The Majlis Park to Mauj-
pur-Babarpursection is12.3km
and has eight elevated stations.
This corridor forms part of the
operational Majlis Park-Shiv
Vihar pink line. With the addi-
tion of this section, the total
length of the line will increase
to 715 kilometres, making Del-
hi home to the country’s first
fully operational Ring Metro.
Stations on this corridor

will include Majlis Park, Bu-
rari, Jharoda Majra, Jagat-
pur-Wazirabad, Soorghat, Na-
naksar-Sonia Vihar, Khajuri
Khas, Bhajanpura, Yamuna
Viharand Maujpur-Babarpur.

The Deepali Chowk-Maj-
lis Park corridor is part of the
magenta line with a length of
9.92 km and seven elevated
stations. It is an extension of
the operational Botanical
Garden-Krishna Park Exten-
sion line. With its addition,
the line’s total length will in-
crease toabout49km.

Stations on this section
_ will include Deepali

Chowk, Madhuban
Chowk, Uttar Pitampu-
o| ra-Prashant Vihar, Hai-
derpur Village, Haider-
pur Badli Mor, Bhalswa
and Majlis Park.

“These metro cor-
ridors are also signifi-
cant achievements
from an engineering perspec-
tive. A portion of the Deepali
Chowk-Majlis Park corridor
reaches a height of approxi-
mately 28.36 metres, makingit
one of the highest elevated
sections in the network,” the
CM said. Construction of the
Majlis Park-Maujpur-Babar-
pur corridor required buil-
ding a bridge over the Yamu-
na and a double-decker via-
duct, integrating bothametro
track and a flyover.

The three corridors inclu-
de Central Vista Corridor from
Ramakrishna Ashram Margto
Indraprastha, the golden line
from Aerocity to IGI T-1, and
the line extension from Tugh-
lakabad to Kalindi Kunj.

CAT 2026

New Delhi: Delhi Skill and Entreprene-
urship University (DSEU) has issued a
new fee policy stating that students who
fail to clear their dues within two months
of the deadline will have their names re-
moved from the university rolls for that
given semester.

The university has previously witnes-
sed protests by student groups over fee hi-
kes and action against fee defaulters, in-
cluding being barred from examinations.

According to the latest notification,
DSEU will impose late fees on delayed se-
mester payments. While no fine will be

chargedforthefirst15daysafter the dead-
line, a penalty of Rs100 per week will app-
ly thereafter.

Officials said fee defaultinghasbeena
recurring concern for the institution.

DSEU vice-chancellor Ashok Kumar
Nagawat said the policy aims to bring cla-
rity and financial discipline. “The policy
clarifies the late-fee structure and the pe-
riod up towhich fees canbe paid withape-
nalty. Indefinite extension of late-fee pay-
ment is not justified. There is no change
in the fee structure. Late payment under
this policy will notrequire approval from
authorities,” he told TOL
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‘FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS'

MARCH 08, 1945 - MARCH 03, 2026

Godrej Enterprises Group announces with deep
regret the passing of Mr. Vijay Mohan Crishna.

Mr. Crishna served the organization with exceptional
distinction for over 45 years, leaving an enduring
legacy of principled leadership and institutional
stewardship. During his tenure, as Director of the
erstwhile Lawkim Motors now Motor Solutions
business, he strengthened its foundations, nurtured
generations of professionals, and guided its evolution
into a respected and trusted name in the industry.
His leadership was marked by a deep commitment
to values, continuity, and long-term sustainability.

Beyond the world of business, his presence in Indian
theatre and cinema shaped generations through his
creativity, mentorship, and love for storytelling.

The Board of Directors, management, his family
and employees of Godrej Enterprises Group mourn
the loss of a Leader whose legacy will continue to
guide the Godrej Enterprise Group’s future, and the
organization remains committed to upholding the
values and stewardship he exemplified.
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Dying Narela lake to get Delhi’s
first meadow park after revamp

Vibha.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The highly en-
croached and dying Tikri
Khurd Lake at Narela will be
rejuvenated, restored and de-
velopedas thecity’sfirstmea-
dow park by Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA).

The decision was taken af-
terlieutenant governor VK Sax-
ena visited the site in north Del-
hi on Feb 17 and expressed con-
cern over the deteriorating wa-
terbody that once sustained a
vibrant ecosystem. Officials ha-
vebeenasked to preparearesto-
ration planattheearliest,onthe
lines of the previously develo-
ped Baansera and Asita parks
over degraded landscapes.

Officials said the waterbo-
dy, previously an oxbow lake
onthe Yamuna floodplain, was
also receiving untreated sewa-
gefromneighbouring residen-
tial localities, giving an unple-

asantlook tothearea.

The preliminary plan is to
revive the 40-acre lake by re-
moving encroachments and
water hyacinth, and develo-
ping an open grassy patch
across10acres of surrounding
land. This will be followed by
the creation of a heavily woo-
ded area with around 10,000
trees, including bamboo.

A walkway will be develo-
ped covering 20 acres surroun-
ding the lake. The 2.5-metre-
wide pathway will serve as
both a walking and cycling
track. “The work on cleaning
the approach roads has alrea-
dy started and tenders for
construction of a boundary
wall around the complex have
been issued,” DDA stated.

The lake and its surroun-
ding landscape, spread over
around 72 acres, fall within
sectors 8-1to 8-3 of Narela sub-
city. Officials said that while
therevival would be the priori-

ty, attracting visitors would al-
sobe important, given the stra-
tegic location. “The project
plan focuses on ecological res-
toration, landscape regenera-
tionand creation of nature-ba-
sed public spaces while streng-
thening the hydrological and
environmental performance
of thesite,” said an official.
The meadow park will fea-
ture expansive native grass-
lands and dense peripheral
plantations that willactas eco-
logical buffers. The design will
ensure that rainwater gradu-
ally flows towards the central
depression, which will be res-
tored and strengthened as the
primary water retention ba-
sin. Existing site contours will
be utilised and enhanced to fa-
cilitate natural surface run-
off throughout the year.
Forpublicspaces, shaded se-
atingareas will be developed be-
neath native tree canopies. An
eco-sensitive restaurant struc-

WHAT’S PLANNED

> Encroachments and water
hyacinth to be removed from
40 acres of the lake

> Around 10 acres of
surrounding land will be
developed as an open grassy
green patch

including bamboo

> A walkway across nearly 20

acres around the lake

> The 2.5-metre-wide pathway
will function as both a walking

and cycling track

> Shaded seating areas will be
created for public recreation

> A heavily wooded zone will be
created with about 10,000 trees,

WOODED ZONE, WALKWAY, NURSERY AND MORE LIKELY

WHERE Between sectors 8-1 and 8-3 of Narela Sub-City. The site is near Tikri Khurd Lake

> Elevated machaans or
nature-viewing decks at
selected locations

> Vantage points for observing
the restored lake ecosystem and

bird activity

> A small meeting or conference

facility to be set up

> An eco-sensitive restaurant

structure planned too

> A dedicated plant nursery
will be developed to support

plantation requirements
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ture, designed using sustainab-
le and lightweight materials, is
proposed at a vantage point
overlooking the lake. The struc-
ture will be visually connected
to a stepped access leading to-
wards the waterbody, creating a
strong visual and spatial inter-
face between land and water.

Excavated earth generated
during the deepening and res-
toration will be reused on-site
to create landscaped mounds
and berms, which will help
screen undesirable views
from adjoining developments
andalsofunctionas visual buf-
fersand wind barriers.

To enhance visitors’ enga-
gement with the natural envi-
ronment, elevated machaans,
or nature-viewing decks, are
proposed at selected locations
for observing the restored lake
ecosystem, bird activities and
surrounding meadow habitat
without disturbing sensitive
ecological zones.

A small meeting or confe-
rence facility, along with two-
three eco-cottages, is also pro-
posed along the quieter edge of
thelake. These will be designed
as low-impact structures over-
looking the waterbody and can
be used for nature retreats,
small gatherings and environ-
mental education activities.

Decentralised sewage treat-
ment plants will also be built to
treat wastewater fromsurroun-
ding areas and ensure that the
lake retains water throughout
the year. A plant nursery will be
developed within the landscape
tosupportplantationneedsand
promote native species.

Although National Green
Tribunal earlier directed autho-
ritiestorestore thelake, the pro-
jectremained stalled duetoadi-
sagreement between DDA and
the state wetland authority.

Traffic restrictions in S Delhi this weekend

New Delhi: Traffic restrictions will be in place in south Delhi
from 4am to 8pm over the weekend due to the Radha Soami
Satsang Beas event at the Radha Soami Satsang Complex in
Bhati Mines, Chhattarpur. Delhi Traffic Police has issued an

12" Convocation

(March, 11, 2026)
The 12" convocation of Delhi Technological University is scheduled to be held on
Wednesday, March, 11, 2026 at 11:00 A.M. in BR Ambedkar Auditorium, DTU for
the award of degrees to all graduates who have all the ities and

advisory stating that from March 6 to 8, movement will remain
restricted on Bhati Mines road between Chhattarpur road and
Gurgaon road T-point during the three-day event. Heavy vehicles
will not be permitted on this stretch between 4am and 8pm. An

have become eligible for conferment of degrees in the Academic Year 2024-25. All
UG and PG students are cordially invited to attend the Convocation ceremony. The
recipients of Ph.D. degrees and Gold Medals in various UG & PG programmes
shall be awarded degrees during the Convocation ceremony in the Hall.
The students who are willing to attend the Convocation Ceremony in person should
register online at http://www.convocation.dtu.ac.in. (Till 03.00 PM, 09" March
2026) For further details, please visit the University website:- www.dtu.ac.in.
Sd/-

d 3-4 lakh devotees are expected to attend the event,
which may cause significant congestion on roads leading to the
ashram, especially with numerous banquet halls, farmhouses
and wedding venues in the belt. Entry to the satsang complex
will be allowed only via Bhati Mines road. Those travelling from
Faridabad or Gurgaon should approach via Dera Border. Heavy
traffic will be diverted from Mandi road through Jonapur Cut to
Mehrauli-Gurgaon road, and from Badshahpur road near Mallu

Farm toward Jonapur-Mehrauli-G

Registrar

urgaon road. TN

‘Prioritised Bringing Smaller
Hosps Into Ayushman Fold’

Better last-mile connectivity, public transport and health facilities are what minister
Pankaj Kumar Singh promised to the city one year ago. Speaking to Kushagra Dixit
and Abhinav Rajput, he outlined projects that he believes improved the lives of Delhiites
and what the city can expect in the coming months

Photo: Jatin Kumar

Q. What has changed in Delhi’s
health landscape and what are your
key learnings in the past year?

B When I took charge of the
health department, the situa-
tion was challenging. Hospi-
tals lacked drinking water and
medicines. There was shortage
of staff nurses and doctors.
Buildings remained under con-
struction for over five years.
We started by implementing
the Ayushman Bharat scheme,
which the previous govt did not
allow. This covered about 10
lakh people and over 30,000 have
received treatment.

Then, there were defunct tin box-
es called mohalla clinics. We started
new, structured Ayushman Arogya
Mandir focusing on primary health
care, offering over 80 medical tests.
If primary screening and testing
are available near a patient’s home,
it improves early diagnosis and re-
duces hospital crowding. Our efforts
to eliminate tuberculosis, where we
screened over 10.7 lakh people in-
cluding 4.5 lakh in slums, were recog-
nised by the Centre.

Along with this, we implemented
central procurement which ensured
better pricing, improved quality,
and timely supply of medicines, and
saved money. To maintain hygiene
at hospitals, we started colour-coded
bedsheets for particular days.

How have Delhi’s private
hospitals responded to
getting empanelled under Dell
Ayushman Bharat?

E Experience comes from experienc-
es. Initially, some private hospitals
were hesitant due to pending pay-
ment concerns from previous years.
Smaller hospitals were especially
worried about reimbursement de-
lays. But the hospitals are now com-
ing into the fold. One major hospital
has a pending matter in the Supreme
Court. But soon Fortis will be empan-
elled, Balaji has been added. We are
in talks with Max, Maharaj Agrasen,
and many other hospitals. That said,
our priority has been to empanel
smaller hospitals first. In emergency
situations, an Ayushman card holder
is more likely to visit a nearby hos-
pital — often a smaller facility. Large
hospitals generally have the capacity
to absorb temporary payment delays,
but smaller ones cannot afford that

One Year Of
Govt
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risk. Addressing their concerns and

bringing them into the fold quickly
has been central to our strategy.

What are the new infrastructure projects
on the anvil?

® Tenders will be floated soon for
12 MRI, 20 CT scan machines and
30 ultrasound machines for differ-
ent govt hospitals. Establishment
of a neuro-cath lab at GB Pant Hos-
pital has been a big achievement. A
common citizen can access high-end
neurological interventions in the
public sector. We have also expanded
dialysis centres and installed 150 new
dialysis machines.

Mental health has been identified as a
growing concern. What steps are

being taken?

mWe are working to es-
tablish at least one dedi-
cated brain health or
mental health clinic in
every district hospital. A recent ex-
ample is the brain health clinic set
up at the Indira Gandhi Hospital.
Our goal is to ensure that each dis-
trict has accessible, specialised men-
tal health services. In addition, we
are integrating traditional and holis-
tic wellness approaches such as pan-
chakarma therapy, along with yoga,
meditation, and counselling services
into stress management, trigger
anxiety etc. We have established an
Ayurvedic society that will oversee
dedicated centres across all districts
and appoint trained therapists. The
plan is to deploy qualified profession-
als in all 12 districts.

What about air pollution related
ailments?
® Pollution from the transport sector

will be fixed, I assure you.

Private vehicles are steadily
increasing, often because public
transport is seen as less
comfortable or convenient. You had
proposed a premium bus service to
attract car users with better
comfort and last-mile connectivity.
What is its status?

B For many people, especially
those using two-wheelers and
three-wheelers, public trans-
port will become the main mode
of travel. After the introduc-
tion of our new 7-metre buses,
including more Devi buses,
many two-wheeler users have started
shifting to these services. I have seen
this change on the ground... Second-
ly, there was no metro expansion in
the last two years of AAP govt. This
will restart.

E-rickshaws are a major cause of traffic.
Why are they allowed to ply illegally?

B Congestion increases when these
vehicles move beyond the designated
areas. We are bringing a policy which
would regulate their operations. No
erickshaw will be allowed to run
without registration. We are also
going to introduce 7-metre buses,
which will be like luxury buses that
can seat only 18 people. Because of
the comfort and quality, even car
users are likely to start using them.
I would personally encourage every-
one to use them.

There are concerns over accidents
caused by buses. What measures is the
govt taking?

8 While there have been two or three
such incidents, the number is signifi-
cantly lower compared to the past.
That does not mean action should not
be taken. Drivers are being properly
trained and sensitised, and wherever
any negligence or mistake is found,
strict action is being taken against
those responsible.

When can people expect the long-
pending EV policy to be announced? Will
there be incentives for buyers?

B The policy is in its final stage and
will be announced soon. As far as
discounts and incentives are con-
cerned, I can assure you that the BJP
delivers on its promises, and whatev-
er commitments have been made will
be reflected.
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Dr Jasjeet Singh Wasir

Director - Endocrinology & Diabetes,
Division of Endorcrinology & Diabetes,
Medanta Hospital

1) OBESITY IS

A CHRONIC DISEASE'
“Obesity isn’t a failure of will-
power - it's a chronic, biologi-
cal disease shaped by genetic,
environmental and behavioural
factors. Recognizing it as a
disease is the first step. Blame
never helps but understanding
always does’.”

4) EVEN 5% WEIGHT LOSS
TO HEALTH BENEFITS'>”7

D“0-5% weight loss — Improves hypertension and

blood sugar

D 5-10% weight loss — Helps prevent type 2 diabetes,
PCOS, and improves dyslipidemia.

D 10-15% weight loss — Reduces risk of
cardiovascular disease, obstructive sleep apnoea

(OSAS), and knee osteoarthritis.

» >15% weight loss — May lead from
pre-diabetes to normal blood sugar,

Triglycerides (TG), blood pressure

(BP), and HbA1c continue to decrease. *
Modern therapies may help protect

long term health, not just
change numbers on the
scale®.”

W or Abhay Anluwalia

Director-Endocrinology, Fortis
Memorial Research Institute, Gurgaon

A conversation with your doctor could be the first step toward long term health and a life free from guilt and stigma.
This World Obesity Day, trust the original in obesity care.

For people living with overweight and obesity. Weight
professional. The views expressed belong to the doctor, This is for educational purposes only. Apis Bull logo and wegowithyou are trademarks of Novo Nordisk A/S | References
S etal. CMAJ. 2020 Aug 4;192(31):E875-E891 | 2. Blomain ES et al. ISRN Obes. 2013 Apr 16;2013:210524, | 3. Perdomo CM etal. Lancet. 2023 Apr 1,401(10382):1116-1130. 14, Unnikrishnan,
AG1 etal Abstract 187:Indian Journal of Endocrinology and Metabolism 26(Supp! 8):p S80-S81, December 2022 | 5. Horn et al. Postgrad Med 2022;134:359-75 | 6. Dent R et al. Metabolism
2020 Dec 1;113:154388 | 7. Ryan DH et al. Curr Obes Rep. 2017 Jun;6(2):187-194 | 8. Wolfe, R. (2006). The American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, 84(3), 475-482 | IN260B00132 | Reviewed

Talk to a doctor.

HEALTH AWARENESS INITIATIVE

Take 1 step to learn more about obesity

2) DIET & EXERCISE ALONE ARE OFTEN NOT
ENOUGH?

“Diet and exercise matter enormously in weight loss,
but biology often pushes people with obesity back

to their starting point. This ‘weight regain cycle’ can
be exhausting. It’s not about weakness, lack of
motivation or willpower - it's about your own

biology fighting against you. People deserve help,
not self-blame?.”

. Dr Neeru Gera
Director - Endocrinology, Max Healthcare, New Delhi

3) MEDICAL SUPPORT CAN BREAK TH

Research shows Indians wait up to 2 years

. Dr Beena Bansal
Director-Founder, door to care, An Endocri
& Research Center

“Obesity should be treated like the medical condition it is. A doctor
can help break the cycle with safe, modern,

This only delays results and increases one’s risk of complications

disease (PCOS), amongst others.® Hence, talk to your doctor.
Early medical support can change the whole trajectory.”

E CYCLE®

medical treatment.®
to seek medical help.*

ine & Diabetes Clinic

CANLEAD THERAPIES BACKED BY

STRONG EVIDENCE

“When you talk to your doctor, ask
about original innovative therapies
backed by rigorous clinical trials and
strong real-world experience. The
most trusted options are those
studied deeply across multiple
obesity-related conditions and
that help with gradual
weight loss that doesn’t
cause rapid muscle
loss. Quality of weight
loss (more fat vs
muscle loss) matters,
especially for lifelong
health.”

- . Dr Saptarshi Bhattacharya
He Senior Consultant,
Endocrinology, Indraprastha

Apollo Hospitals, Delhi

ment outcomes may vary depending on your treatment journey and should be pursued under the guidance of a registered healthcare

on 26/02/2026

.86554 52746

5) TRUST ORIGINAL INNOVATIVE

Wharton
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THE REAL ESTATE
REGULATORY AUTHORITY -

National Capital Territory of Delhi.
2nd Floor, Shivaji Stadium Annexe Building,
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Marg, New Delhi-110001

ATTENTION BUILDERS / DEVELOPERS OF DELHI

HAVE YOU REGISTERED YOUR REAL ESTATE
PROJECT WITH RERA, NCT OF DELHI?

Since, 01.05.2017, all Residential, Commercial or
IT enabled Services or other Services real estate
projects being developed over a plot size of 500
sq. meters or which envisage construction of more
than 8 flats, shops or units, and all plotting projects,
require mandatory Registration with the Real
Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA), Delhi before
advertising, marketing booking or selling the units,
in full or part, whether on free hold or lease hold

basis.

NON-REGISTRATION OF SUCH
PROJECTS ATTRACT PENALTY UPTO
10% OF THE COST OF THE PROJECT.
REGISTER YOUR PROJECT TODAY AND AVOID PENALTY

® For Registration/Details visit: https://rera.delhi.
gov.in or email at contactus@rera.delhi.gov.in.

® Complaints

regarding

non-registration

of

registrable projects be sent to the Authority on
above address or through email: gcreradelhi@
gmail.com or contactus@rera.delhi.gov.in.

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0461/25-26
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Bharat Electricity Summit 2026

Global Exhibition and Conference
19-22 March, 2026 | Yashobhoomi, Dwarka, New Delhi

India’s premier global platform for the power and electricity sector

25,000+

Exhibition
attendees

500+
Exhibiting
companies

300+

Conference
speakers

1,000+

Conference
delegates

50+

Conference
sessions

at www.bharatelectricitysummit.com | Followuson: @ f ©® X ©

scan to know more

: Shri Narendra Modi

Hon'ble Prime Minister

‘Al Predator’ That Preys On Mule
Accounts, Keeps Your Money Safe

Reserve Bank Innovation Hub’s Tool Targets Temporary Financial Hideouts

Rajshekhar.Jha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Behind the glo-
wing screens of a thousand
“digital arrests” lies a hidden
plumbing system to channeli-

CYBER
CRIME

CURBING s

oThe tool helps
freeze suspicious
cash transfers
before the money

ORapid-fire fund
transfers that occur

©26.4 lakh mule accounts
shared with agencies
concerned, leading to the
blocking of transactions

z‘;g; ssﬁgﬁsnlfgvgofa\:ﬁ?éz " 1 is withdrawn from ﬂ'g‘OSt iytt]mgdiately after  worth 9,055 crore

S S N i adeposit, oftenacross | . :
red their spoils through alaby- oDeveloped by Reserve the banking syst‘em mult'i)ple Snrelatad olndian Cyber Crime
rinth of “mule accounts” — Bank Innovation Hub;  ©Instead of relying - oo Coordination Centre (14C)
temporary financial hideouts it's a specialised on rigid, rule- had identified 26.5 lakh

that vanish as quickly as they
appear. Enter MuleHunter AT,
the Reserve Bank Innovation
Hub’s latest predator to clean
thedigital jungle.

Recently highlighted by

defence system
designed to dismantle
the networks of mule
accounts

OMule accounts are
used by fraudsters

based filters, this
tool uses machine
learning to analyse
subtle behaviours
that amount to
scamming

profile) suddenly

oldentifying when a
‘dormant’ or low-value
account (suchasa
student or pensioner

exhibits high-value, high-

Layer 1 mule accounts by
Dec 31,2025

©0ut of an estimated
20,000 crore |ost

to cybercriminals,
authorities successfully

Union home minister Amit
Shah as a key shield against
therisingtide of cybercrimes,
MuleHunter AT doesn't just
watch themoney; italsolearns
the “heartbeat” of ascam—by
the time a fraudster attempts
to move the illicit gains, it has
closed the gates, turning the
“golden hour” into a dead end
for the digital underworld.

The tool, currently being
utilised by around two dozen
banks to identify and purge
fraudulent accounts, is pro-
ving to be a game changer.
“Unlike traditional banking
audits that often flag suspicio-
us activity days or weeks after
acrime has occurred, this tool
is built for real-time detection.
This allows banks to freeze su-
spicious cash transfersas they
are happening,” said a cyber
cell officer:

to move and launder
stolen money, a/c

after the fact, the
system aims for
‘Golden Hour'
detection, over two
dozen banks are
using it

i,
E

it

olt uses a set of
distinct patterns

e | t S
Home ministry has set a deadline of Dec 2026 for all financial institutions, including cooperative

frequency activity
oDetecting when a

frozen or saved Rs
8,189 crore for victim

i single device or IP restitution
opened on forged of account misuse > 1
documents identified through address is managing ©MuleHunter.Al Impact
Unlketrational  COMaboration with 2 CSter o emingly s detecting and purging
. unrelated bank accounts
audits that flag fraud banks roughly 20,000 mule

©Monitoring for ‘robotic

E o accounts every month
> or unnatural navigation

i

=

©In Nuh (Haryana), over
1,000 mule accounts
detected in 2025 alone.
In Jamtara, over 350
accounts detected

within banking apps,
which often signals a
third party is controlling
the account remotely

banks, to be fully onboarded onto 14C and MuleHunter platforms

The tool represents a shift
fromrigid, rule-based filters to
sophisticated machine lear-
ning. While old systems may
only flag a transaction if it ex-
ceeds a certain limit, Mule-
Hunter Al analyses 19 subtle
behavioural signatures identi-

fied through collaboration
across the banking sector.

One primary focus is ‘velo-
city anomalies’, where funds
are transferred almost imme-
diately after a deposit across a
web of unrelated accounts. It
also looks for ‘behavioural

mismatches’, such as when a
dormant student or pensioner
account suddenly exhibits
high-frequency, high-value ac-
tivity that does not align with
the owner’s profile.

“The tool's ability to per-
form digital fingerprinting

makes it a game-changer. It
can detect when a single IP
address or mobile device is
managing a cluster of see-
mingly unrelated accounts
across different regions,” the
officer explained. “It even mo-
nitors for robotic or unnatural
navigation patterns within
banking apps, which often
suggests that a fraudster is
controlling the account remo-
tely throughatrojan orscreen-
sharing software.”
Cybercrime experts noted
that the rise of digital arrest
scams— where victims are co-
erced into “virtual custody” by
fraudsters posing as law enfor-
cement officials — relies enti-
rely on the availability of mule
accounts. “Thesuccessof such
scams depends on the speed of
the payout. By the time a vic-
timrealises he has been duped,
the money has usually been la-
yered through five or six diffe-
rent bank accounts. MuleHun-
terAl breaks this chain by
identifying the mule account
before it can even be operatio-
nalised,” said an investigator.
By providing itasashared
publicinfrastructure, RBIen-
sures that even smaller banks
without enough resources
can defend their customers.
Asthetool continues todetect
nearly 20,000 mule accounts
every month, officials hope it
will finally turn the tide aga-
inst the “cyber slavery” and
extortionrackets.

Violations under special Holi enforcement drive down 32%

Times News NETwWoRK

MAX CASES IN WESTERN RANGE

New Delhi: Drunk driving re-
mained a major concern on
Holi this year, with1,204 people
issued challans across the city
—nearly the same as last year.
However, overall routine traf-

CHALLANS
0o I 521
20z I 1175

Prosecutions during Holi

fic challans rose by 31%, while

violations detected under the

special Holi enforcement dri- 1,213 people

ve fell by 32%, according to challaned for

Delhi Traffic Police data. fj"”"k driving
Police issued 11,179 routi- in 2025

ne challans on Wednesday, up
from 8,521 in 2025 and 7,717 in
2024. A senior officer said the-
seincluded violationssuchas
flouting air pollution norms,
using pressure horns, smo-
king while driving, carrying
goods in private vehicles and
other offences.

However, under the special
Holi drive this year, only 4,929
challans were issued compa-

1,204 people fined for drunk
driving in 2026

6,017 challaned for riding

triple riding and others in 2025

riding and others
in 2026

without helmet, overspeeding, §

3,725 fined for riding N
without helmet,
overspeeding, triple I

Dip in deaths too
Road accidents

CP Satish Golcha meets cops on duty during Holi

red with 7,230 last year. Of the-
se, 1,204 were for drunk dri-
ving, nearly the same as the
1,213 cases in 2025. According
to the data, two-wheeler riders
accounted for over 900 drunk
driving cases, forming the ma-
jority of such offenders.

“Besides the 1,204 drunk
driving cases on Wednesday,
the remaining 3,725 challans
were issued for other traffic
violations, including triple
riding on two-wheelers, vehi-
cles with tinted glass, riding
without helmets and other of-
fences,” the officer said.

According to the data, the
western range recorded the
highest count with 969 chal-
lans, followed by 884 in the
central range and 857 in the
southernrange.

Thisyear, 22road accidents
were reported on Holi, inclu-
ding four fatal ones. Last year,

the capital recorded 13 acci-
dents, including six fatal ones.
Holi in 2024 saw one of the hig-
hest fatality counts in recent
years, with 27 crashes, inclu-
ding14 fatal accidents.
Additional CP (Traffic)

This year, 22 road
accidents were
reported on Holi,
including four fatal
ones, as compared to
13 accidents in 2025

Dinesh Gupta said personnel
were deployed at 134 key in-
tersections till Wednesday
evening to maintain vigil. Po-
licealsosetup 79joint pickets
with local police stations,
where teams equipped with
alcometers conducted checks
to curb drunk driving and
prevent accidents.

2 sisters found dead at home,
mother in unconscious state

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Police have laun-
ched an investigation after two
sisters were found dead in their
home in south Delhi’s Malviya
Nagar on Thursday evening.
Thedeathscametolightat
6pm when thelocal police sta-
tion got a call from a relative,
who said the family was not
opening the door: Police offi-
cers broke the door that was
locked from inside and found
the bodies in separate rooms.
One sister was found with
a pillow covering her face,

The bodies have
been taken for
postmortems to
determine the cause
of the deaths

while the other’s body had li-
gature marks on the neck, in-
dicating she had been strang-
led. One sister was 33 years
old, the other was 28.

The girls’ mother was fo-
und unconscious in one of the
rooms. She was rushed to the
AIIMS trauma centre, where
sheisunder treatment.

The preliminary police in-
vestigation suggests that the
mother may have killed the
daughters before attempting
totake her own life.

The crime team and the fo-
rensic science laboratory unit
were summoned to the spot.

While the motive behind
the suspected double-murder
and attempted suicideremains
unknown, authorities have re-
gistered a case and are questio-
ningneighbours and relatives.

The bodies have been ta-
ken for postmortems to deter-
mine the cause of the deaths.

‘My sons committed a crime. They
should have faced trial, not shot’

Times News NETWORK

Ghaziabad: Buniyad Ali,
whose two sons were killed in
police encounters on March 1
and 3 after emerging as prime
suspects behind the attack on
businessman and YouTuber
Saleem Wastik, said police
should have produced them in
court, not gunned them down.

“They committed a crime.
Police should have arrested
them and taken them to co-
urt. They deservedatrial,” he
told TOIon Thursday.

Buniyad said he was not
aware of his sons’ plans or
why they attacked Wastik. Po-
lice shot Ghulfam dead in an
encounter in Vasundhara on
March 3,less than48 hours af-
ter his younger brother Zees-
han was killed in a shootout
inLoni.

According to cops, the
brothers — who worked as
carpenters and lived in Kho-
da Colony — were identified

Court convicts man
and father of murder

New Delhi: A Delhi court has
convicted a man and his
father for murdering a youth
following a dispute over a
loan of Rs 5,000 in Welcome.
Additional Sessions Judge
Charu Aggarwal was hearing
the case against Mehboob
and his father Mehfooz. The
two were accused of killing
Animesh alias Ballu on May
6,2021. In an order dated Feb
28, the court observed that
witnesses provided a natural
and consistent sequence of
events. The judge noted that
the testimony proved
Mehboob, sharing common
intention with his father
Mahfooz, “committed the
murder”. pri

through CCTV footage after
Wastik was stabbed at his offi-
ceinLonionFeb27.

Police said they scanned
footage from more than 200
CCTV cameras. In one clip,
the duoisseenridingaway on
a bike moments after the at-
tack on Wastik, with blood
stains on their clothes, the
cops claimed.

Buniyad, who is based in
Amroha, said a police team
had comelooking for Zeeshan
and Ghulfam a few days earli-
er. “I told them both my sons
lived in Khoda Colony in Gha-
ziabad. Then one of the offi-
cers told me that my sons we-
re involved in an attempted
murder case,” headded.

Buniyad said he tried cal-
linghistwosons, but their pho-
nes were switched off. “T told
police that whenever they ca-
me to Amroha, I would be the
first person toalert the cops.”

Police, according to Buni-
yad, called him between lam

and 2am on Monday to inform
him of Zeeshan's death. The
family travelled to Ghazia-
bad, collected the body from
the mortuary and performed
the last rites in Amroha.
“Two days later, I was shock-
ed to learn that Ghulfam had
been shot dead too,” he said.

Buniyad has seven child-
ren, with Ghulfam the eldest
and Zeeshan the youngest.
Ghulfam is survived by his
wife and two children. Zees-
han wassingle.

The two brothers had been
living in Khoda Colony for two
years after shifting from Am-
roha. Zeeshan completed Class
XTI, while Ghulfam studied till
high school. They learnt car-
pentry from their father.

“If they indeed attacked
the YouTuber, it was a reck-
less decision,” Buniyad said,
adding the motorcycle the
brothers were seen riding in
CCT footage of the attack be-
longed to their uncle in Delhi.

Excessive consumption
of energy drinks behind
Palwal hepatitis-B deaths

Ipsita.Pati@timesofindia.com

Gurgaon: Excessive consumption of caffeinated energy
drinks and treatment by quacks led to hepatitis B deaths
in Palwal's Chainsa, deputy commissioner Harish Ku-
mar Vashishth said on Thursday. |

Referring to a team of experts’ findings, Vashishth sa-
id, “Based on the report, of the 13 patients who fell ill,

80 Years Of Legacy

FOR APPOINTMENT CALL

99299-84849

&1 : D190 KNN,MRTSTNH

rudrakshshrimali.com

"YOUR PRICELESS HOME IN DELHI AT 25% DISCOUNT

LIG flats completely sold out; only a few EWS flats left in Narela!

Only 800 flats left!

Where Development
Values Nature

eight died. Their medical history showed excessive inta-
ke of caffeinated drinks and treatment by quacks.”

After the report, the district administration registe-
red FIRs against five unqualified practitioners operating 4 ’
inthe area and began checks on illegal medical practices. W E il{
Samples of the energy drinks consumed by patients were J { ﬂ
alsosent for laboratory testing.

“Two major factors emerged during the investigation. ~~ ]
Several patients took injections from unqualified practitio- L0l
ners, where the same syringe was used repeatedly, raising
the risk of blood-borne infections such as hepatitis B. The
second factor flagged in the report was heavy consumption
of caffeinated energy drinks among those who fell ill,” the
deputy commissioner said. He added that doctors’ teams
and health department staff remain deployed in the village,
where the outbreak prompted an investigation.

Health experts said hepatitis B is usually a chronic di-
sease, but in these cases it appeared to progress quickly
into an acute form. Officials said excessive intake of caf-
feinated drinks may have acted as a “predisposing factor”
that worsened liver damage and increased the risk of de-
ath in patients already infected with the virus.

Vashishth urged residents to avoid unqualified practi-
tioners and warned against unsafe injection practices.
“People must ensure that only a new syringe is used,” he
said. He also called for greater awareness on widespread
use of caffeinated drinks in rural areas and urged people
toavoid them, especially during illness.

Health department teams are conducting medical
camps, door-to-door surveys and blood tests in the village.
Tests for hepatitis B, hepatitis C, HIV and liver function
are underway, while medicines and vaccinations are be-
ing provided as precautionary measures.

HIG, MIG, EWS in Narela &
LIG flats in Siraspur

Ny

Starting price after Starting price after
25% discount 25% discount

HIG | MIG | EWS LIG

%95.88 Lakh | 766.28 Lakh: 9.60 Lakh L 311.51 Lakh

4 Freehold property
) Ready-to-move-in
fe" Sample fats available
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First-serve hasis

Onlya
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scheme
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Charm Endures, But Cracks Show

Once showcases of thoughtful planning and aspirational living, these three colonies are grappling with pressures of
rising population and expanding commercialisation. Strong community networks, however, remain a defining strength

Jatin Kumar

Anushka Kogta

Parking pressures have
intensified, overhead electric

cables get entangled in trees while
garbage disposal has become chaotic
—SHIV MEHRA, RESIDENT

FOR VISITING g* i
M-BLOCK MARKET G.K. |

TRADERS WELFARE ASSOCIATION

Another resident, Amitosh Moitra,
describes the situation as “a textbook
case of unplanned densification without
parallel infrastructure augmentation”.
Roads designed for limited residential
traffic now function as public thorough-
fares, with commuters cutting through

An initiative by

CHANGE Begins Here *

Think your colony belongs

at the top? to avoid Ring Road and Mathura Road.
“Parking pressures have intensified,
Ssigr: ?:isoszt(;’nv:«m [E145 with people occupying service lanes.
your colony deserves Overhead electric cables get entangled in
the spotlightand 2 trees, causing disruptions, while garbage
win goodies. disposal has become chaotic, with waste

accumulating near entrances and at-
tracting strays,” he says. Mehra says in-

H " frastructure has effectively been frozen

Mca hlaraanggh.Szllogi el in time. “Policy changes allowed addi-
olony Snder Strain tional floors on every plot, turning single
Planned To Perfection homes into four households. The popula-
Designed with 210 plots for tion has surged past 5,000, but civic facili-

ties remain largely the same as when the
colony was planned for barely a quarter
of its current load.”

The transformation has been social
as well as physical, residents say. Ayesha

nearly 1,300 residents

Wide roads, service lanes and
abundant green spaces

Long regarded as a

Infra stretched in green and
thoughtfully planned colony

Commercialisation casts a
shadow on coveted address

benchmark of thoughtful Kapur, who has known Maharani Bagh

urban planning ) since childhood, describes it as a lovely

Meghna. 1dia.com says resident Shiv Mehra. neighbourhood” shaped by wider urban

Vibha.Sharma@timesofindia.com shops in M Block market met daily needs. Infra Under Pressure Even today, residents say the neigh- pressures affecting Delhi. Kapur recalls
Savitri Road was a single lane, and traffic was Iation has fi ree-lined roads, planned homesand  bourhood retains its quiet residential quieter streets where children cycled

ith designer bungalows, luxury cars, unheard of. “Life was simple,” Rana says. Population has risen | green spaces framed by bougain-  character despite being located close to and neighbours shared close bonds. A
high-end boutiques, global brands Today, those homes have given way to four- from 1,300 to over 5,000 villea define Maharani Bagh in  major arteries. Its planned layout, green-  road that would house 10 families today

and chic cafés lining its vibrant mar-
kets, Greater Kailash stands as one of the city’s
most prominent planned colonies, dramati-
cally transformed since its establishment in

the 1960s.

Over the decades, the leafy neighbourhood
has evolved into a symbol of affluence and as-

storey apartment blocks. “Despite the mani-
fold rise in population, we are dependent on
the same sewage system — barring two or
three upgraded lines,’

* he notes. While some

infrastructure has changed, he says mainte-

nance remains inadequate. Back lanes are
clogged with C&D waste, roads lie battered,

Sewer lines failing; ageing
water pipelines
Stormwater drains doubling
as sewage channels

Civic Challenges

southeast Delhi. Long regarded as one of
the capital’s most upscale neighbour-
hoods, the colony has often been seen as a
“model” of thoughtful urban planning.
“Designed initially with only 210 plots,
the colony was laid out with wide roads,
dedicated service lanes and abundant

ery and residential scale have histori-
cally distinguished it as an example of
organised urban development, though
rising population has begun to place in-
creasing pressure on infrastructure.
Some residents say the strain is now
visible across the colony Sewer lines

accommodates 45-50 households. “With
property subdivisions and busier life-
styles, community interaction has de-
clined. In recent years, drainage and in-
frastructure work has added to residents’
frustrations, with several parts dug up,
sewage flow issues persisting in some

piration, home to noted design- and dense carpeting laid years Parking spilling into green spaces, creating an orderly and have become prone to failure, while stretches and prolonged construction

ers, celebrities, politicians and GK-1 And GK-Il ago has seen little follow-up re- service lanes spacious living environment. Planned ageing water pipelines laid decades ago  disrupting daily life,” she says.
figures from the business com- Glamour And pair. Overhead cables to accommodate about 1,300 residents, it  risk contamination. Stormwater drains Despite challenges, residents say
munity. Its wide avenues and up- Growing Pains Sangita Arora, a resident of entangled in trees functioned for decades as a well-balanced  meant to carry rainwater now double as Maharani Bagh fares better than many
scale markets have made it one S Block, says residents have in- and self-sustaining residential area, re- sewage channels, leading to flooding and  other areas where infrastructure has de-
of the most coveted addresses. From [-'ields To creasingly taken matters into flecting a strong emphasis on livability"  foul odours during heavy rains. teriorated rapidly.

Yet, this sheen of modernity Flagship Colony their own hands. “Our RWA has "

has come at a price. Rapid com-
mercialisation — even along
stretches not designated for
mixed land use or commercial
activity under Delhi Master
Plan 2021 — has altered the
colony’s character. Persistent

Developed in the 1960s ~ Procured its own equipment, o7 P
on land acquired in 1955;  including a loader for waste col- L
built by DLF lection, and hired staff to clean ) N
. the lanes.” They bear the cost of \ar
Now home to prominent  nerating and maintaining six Maharani
designers, celebrities,  composting units installed in a ' | safdarjung Bagl.
politicians, businessmen  15ca1 park, managing kitchen Development Area

A 1960s colony that grew with Delhi

Rajesh Mehta

Neha.Mishra@timesofindia.com

traffic snarls, shrinking open P waste from 200 households. p Le very morning, Safdarjung Develop-
spaces and mounting parking Commercialisation Its strategic location near A xGreater—T E ment Area (SDA) wakes up to walk-
woes now test the patience of vs Infrastructure employment and commercial Kailash ers and joggers moving through
long-time residents, many of Shops, banks, clinics hubs like Nehru Place, Saket - Rose Garden and SDA Park Shaped by
whom say the very growth that  and eateries operating ~ District Centre and Okhla In- safety, greenery and a peaceful character,
elevated GK has made everyday  peyond permitted limits ~ dustrial Area has further ac- this south Delhi colony has survived the
living increasingly difficult. d civi celerated the neighbourhood’s SDA: Calm churn of a rapidly changing city.

GK-I and GKAI were carved S¢Wageand CiViCsystems y,, oy mation. “Look at the Amid Change While much of Delhi races toward

largely unchanged
despite population rise

Traffic Troubles

highrises and dense construction, SDA
has chosen restraint. Low-rise homes,
tree-lined avenues and bungalows define
the colony, ranked among the city’s top

out of agricultural land owned
by farmers of Zamrudpur and
Chirag Dilli villages — fields
that yielded abundant kharif

condition of Hansraj Gupta
Marg,” says Rajendra Sharda,
president of R Block RWA and
M Block Market Association

Developed in 1960; early
public plot auctions

Low-rise homes, tree-lined

crops. The land was acquired by
govt in 1955 and developed into a
residential colony by DLF Lim-
ited. Sanjay Rana, a resident of
E Block and general secretary
of GK-II Welfare Association, re-
members a different landscape.
“It was like a jungle,” he recalls,
describing a time when barely
five or six houses stood along the
main M Block Road. Beyond the
M Block market intersection,
there was no proper road. Buses halted near
the M Block market and S Block did not even

exist.

“My father moved in from Paharganj in
the 1970s, despite relatives calling his decision
* Rana says. Vacant plots often dou-
bled as venues for weddings and community
gatherings. His father purchased the prop-
erty for Rs 1 lakh and spent an equal amount
constructing a modest one-and-a-half-storey
house with help from friends. A handful of

‘insane’,”

6

No designated visitor
parking; frequent snarls

Up to 30 minutes to exit
GK-II during emergencies
Community Connect

RWAs manage waste
and composting

Strong intergenerational
bonds endure

GK-L “The Master Plan permit-
ted only 20 sqm shops for select
activities. Today, entire ground
floors and even basements have
been converted into commercial
spaces — banks, boutiques, clin-
ics, eateries and even hospitals
— reshaping the colony’s char-
acter.”

He says unchecked com-
mercialisation has not been ac-

companied by infrastructure

augmentation. “The designated parking is
often unutilised. Vehicles are parked haphaz-

ardly along the roads, leading to snarls.” Sa-

jal Dhamija, a resident of S Block, GK-1, says
the situation is particularly alarming during
emergencies. “It can take nearly half an hour
just to cross GK-I and reach the main road. It's
extremely frustrating and worrying. If colony
gates are opened, things can be streamlined.
Despite challenges, residents’ affection for GK
is unwavering,” says Sharda.

For many, the colony is more than just an address — it is a shared history, a web of
lifelong friendships and memories layered across generations — rajeNDRA SHARDA, RESIDENT

avenues, open spaces

Green Spine
Nearly 100-acre Rose Garden
and SDA Park near IIT Delhi
Helps lower summer
temperatures by nearly 2°C

Six parks and DDA green belt

Community &
Landmarks
Around 480 DDA flats
Houses schools, Kailashpati

Mandir, Jagannath Temple,
church and mosque

SDA Market evolved into a
social hub since 1989

Civic Issues
Poor internal roads
School-related traffic
congestion
Water issues in recent
years, later resolved

residential neighbourhoods for livability.

‘With IIT-Delhi as the major landmark,
SDA is flanked by Aurobindo Marg, Out-
er Ring Road, Rose Garden and Green
Park. Amid the chaos, the colony has re-
tained its quiet, old-world charm. Spread
across seven blocks, along with Usha
Niketan and Bhim Nagri, SDA is dotted
with six parks and a large green belt that
houses an open-air gym. While it is often
mistaken for Safdarjung Enclave, it has a
distinct character of its own.

Alok Saxena, 62, a resident, says SDA
took shape in the 1960s and was among
the city’s first colonies where residential
plots were auctioned to the public. “SDA
is a lively neighbourhood, and its true
character lies in its residents. The area
is home to doctors, bureaucrats, lawyers
and business professionals. The spirit
of camaraderie in the colony remains
strong,” he adds.

At the heart of the colony stands
Kailashpati Mandir, while the annual
Jagannath Yatra begins from Jagan-
nath Temple. A church, a cathedral and
a mosque reflect the area’s harmonious

SDA is a lively neighbourhood, and its true character lies in its residents

—ALOK SAXENA, RESIDENT

religious diversity, Saxena says.

SDA Market is a social hub with sev-
eral eateries, while the popular Green
Park, Aurobindo and Hauz Khas markets
lie close by. Within walking distance are
Hauz Khas Village, its lake and Deer Park,
which draw large crowds. Rose Garden is
another major attraction. “Peacocks are
seen perching on rooftops along Naren-
dra Pandey Marg, which runs parallel to
the garden,” says Saxena.

Pawan Kumar Jain, a 68-year-old
resident, says the colony has over 400
homes, along with 480 DDA flats. “It
is well-planned and peaceful,” he says.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
C

2nd Corrigendum published for NieT No.
11/2025-2026/SE/SWC/WBPHED of the
Superintending Engineer, South 24-Pes.
W/s Circle, P.H.E. Dte. for date
extension. Details will be available in the
website http:/ gov.in The

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
e-Tender is hereby invited by Assistant
Engineer, Uluberia Sub-Division, PH.E
Dte vide Ref: No WBPHED/AE/USD/NleT
12/2025-2026 Memo No
T400/AE/USD, Dt : 28/02/2025. Details
will be available inthe we bsite.

last date for submission of tender is
extended upto 11/03/2026 upto 3:00
PM. Sd/- For Superintending Engineer,

South 24-Pgs. W/S Circle, PH.E. Dte.
1CAT6085(3)/2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Executive Engineer-|
Damodar Canal Division, Court Compound,
Purba Bardhaman, Pin- 713101
e-TENDER NOTICE
No-WBIW/EE-I/DCD/e-NIT-43/2025-26
e-Tender is hereby invited by the
undersigned on behalf of the Governor
of West Bengal from the eligible
contractors for 08 (Eight) nos. work
under SDS/NP. Last date & time of Bid
submission is 19.03.2026 till 9:00 Hours
IST. Details of Tender Notice may be seen
at https://wbtenders.gov.in or
https://wbiwd.gov.in Sd/- Executive

Engineer-,, Damodar Canal Division.
ICA-] l'ilDllS)/’ZOlﬁ

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
Tender No : WBFOR/SILVI(S)/NIT-18/
2025-26 (1st call). Details also can be
seen at https://wbtenders.gov.in &
www.westbengalforest.gov.in Start
date of Bid submission : 05/03/2026
fmm 2:00 P.M. last date of Bid
:19/03/2026 Up to 2:30P.M.
Sd/-Divisional Forest Officer, Silviculture
(South) Division. ICA-T6100(3)/2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
-TENDER NOTICE
Tenders are invited from reputed firms
for the Works abridged Memo No:-1078
dated 26.02.26 related to schemes of "E-
Tender for hired staff car for PCPNDT (AC
car-Motor cab/ Maxi cab Bolero/
Scorpio) for CMOH Office, Bankura.”
under Health Dept. The last date & time
of online bid submission: 19.03.26 at
17:00 hrs. visit : www.wbtenders.gou.in
Sd/- Secretary DH&FWS & CMOH,
Bankura ICAT6073(3)/2026

www.whtendergov.in and
whphed.gov.in Last date of application
is 18/03/2026. Sd/- For Assistant
Engineer, Uluberia Sub-Division, P.H.E.

Dte. ICA-T6086(3)/2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED e-TENDER NOTICE
SOUTH DINAJPUR IRRIGATION DIVISION
eNIT No- WBIW/EE/SDID/eNIT-15/2025-26

The Exe. Engg., South Dinajpur Irrigation
Divn., Beltala Park, Balurghat invites
above mentioned e-NIT for 14 nos.
5DS(M) work. e-NIT Publishing Date:
06/03/2026 at 10:00Hrs. Last Date of
Bid Submission 12/03/2026 & Time up
to 17:30 Hrs. Details may be had from
the office of undersigned. For details,
visit the site
& https://whtenders.gov.in
Sd/- Executive Engineer, South Dinajpur
Irrigation Division, Beltala Park, Balurghat
ICA-T6163(4)/2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF
INTEREST
EOI NO: WBSMB/CEO/empanelmenl/

Dated : Kolkata :he 2 March, 2026
The “West Bengal State Agricultural
Marketing Board” (WBSAMB/Board),
invites “Expression of Interest” (EOI) in
prescribed form from the bonafide firms
of Chartered Accountants (CAs) for
empanelment for support to the Board
and Regulated Market Committees
(RMCs/ZRMCs) in Auditing/Accounting
and/or Tax services (GST/Income Tax) in
Tally ERP. The firms fulfilling minimum
criteria may be empanelled for a period
of 03 (three) years. “TERMS OF
REFERENCE”, and prescribed formats for
application may be downloaded from
https://wb.gov.in/index.aspx & in the
Notice Section of the Board's website
https://wbagrimarketingboard.gov.in
5d/-Chief Executive Officer, West Bengal
State Agricultural Marketing Board

ICA-T6179(3)/2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGA|

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
Al. Construction of Market Link
(Bituminous & Concrete) Road from
Baladbandh Kadamtola to Basudebpur
Kalitala under Haripal Block, Dist.
Hooghly (Road Length-1.65 KM) vide NIT
No. WBSAMB/CEO/57/2025-26 Dated

2026_WBSMB_1016123_1.
date for submission of Tender is on
24.03.2026 up to 12:00 Noon. The detail
information regardlng ENIT wa be
availa n
https: [[wbtenders gcvlr\ Sd/- cmef
Executive Officer, West Bengal State
Agricultural Marketing Board.
ICA-T6177(3)/2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
[(N.LT. NO. WBTC/JIMD/NIT-577/
2025-26 (2nd Call)]
(Abridged e-Tender)
e-Tender, in prescribed from in two parts
viz. Technical & Financial Bids are invited
for the works below: - FOR (PROVIDING)
SUPPLYING SERVICES FOR DRIVING AND
CONDUCTING FOR WBTC BUSES (CSTC,
WBSTC, WBTCL). Tender I.D.:
WBTC/JMD/NIT-577/2025-26 (2nd Call).
Published on 06/03/2026 at 09.00 A.M.
Please visit website:
www.wbtenders.gov.in and

TENDER NOTICE
E.E, Purulia Division, Social Sector,
PW.Dte., invites e-Tender for 1(One) no
work vide No- WBPWD/SS/EE/PUR/NIT-
20/2025- :

2026_WBPWD_1017473 1. Estimated
Amount: 1. 24,88,348.00. Last date of
submission of bid is 18.03.2026 upto
14.30 PM. For details, visit the website:
http://wbtenders.gov.in a
notice board during office hrs. Sd/- E.E.,
Purulia Division, Social Sector, PW.Dte.
ICA-T6205(3)/2026

PWD TENDER NOTICE
e-tender are invited for - Refilling of
different types of Fire Extinguishers for
different buildings of PVD (Kasba,
Behala, Beltala and Salt Lake) during the
year 2025-2026. Estimated Amount :
Rs. 3,23,073.00, e-NIT no. WBPWD/AE/
KSD | (SS)/NIT-12/2025-26, Tender ID -
2026_WBPWD_1016198_1. Bid
submission Start date (online):
02-03-2026 upto 5.30 p.m. Bid
submission closing date (online):
13-03-2026 upto 02.30 p.m.
Corrigendum if any will be published in
website only. Details of NIT and Tender
documents may be Download from:

www.transport.wb.gov.in Sd/- Jt
Managing Director, For WBTC.
ICA-T6174(3)/2026

4 .gov.in Sd/- Assistant
Engineer, Kolkata Sub-Division-l, Social
Sector, PW.Dte. 1CAT6213(3)/2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Tender Id : ZDZE _WBSMB_1004124_1,
2026_WBSMB_1004146_1
Authority of West Bengal State
Agricultural Marketing Board has
decided to extend the last date of bid
submission upto 12.00 Noon of 10-03-
2026. Simultaneously technical bid
opening date has been rescheduled on
12-03-2026 at 12:00 Noon for
administrative reason. All other terms
and conditions remain unchanged. The
detail information regardmge Nms)wm
e available the
https://wbtenders.gov.in sd/ cmef
Executive Officer, West Bengal State

Agricultural Marketing Board

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-Auction Notice
E-Auction for Grant of Lease of
Manikpara Auditoriun and premise
under Jhargram Zilla Parishad,
Ref: Auction ID 2026_WB_5517,
For different PS area under
Jhargram Zilla Parishad. Online
BID request and document
submission closing date & time
09.03.2026 upto 17:00 Hours. All
details be obtained from the
website https://eauction.gov.in/

& www.jhargram.gov.in.
Sd/-
District Engineer
Jhargram Zilla Parishad

Memo No.: Date: 05.03.2026

ICA-

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
TENDER ID : 2026_WBP_1016442_1
DATED-27/02/2026
WORK TITLE : SUPPLY OF GPS TRACKER
AND BODY CAMERA FOR THE WEST
BENGAL ASSEMBLY ELECTION-2026 BID
CLOSING DATE : 13/03/2026. FOR MORE

DETAILS LOGON
www.whtenders.gov.in
Sd/- Superintendent of Police

Murshidabad PD. ICA-T6124(3)/2026

e-Tender Notice

Hooghly Zilla R.M.C. invites e-Tender
vide N.LT.No. 47/HZRMC/2025-2026
05.03.2026. Last date of
submission date : 23.03.2026 up to
1 P.M. The details of the e-Tenders
are available on the website
https://www.wbtenders.gov.in

Date :

Sd/-
Secretary
Hooghly Zilla R.M.C

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
TENDER REFFERENCE NO : SPMSD/NIT

11/2025-26. TENDER ID:

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Jain, who bought his house in 1962,
said the area has transformed over the
decades. “Earlier, there was four-foot-
high grass, cows roamed freely and
anti-social elements gathered. Today, it
is organised.”

While water issues that cropped up
a few years ago were resolved, internal
roads are in poor condition. Jain also
raises concerns over traffic congestion
due to the presence of several school
buses. Shubham Malhotra, another res-
ident, said SDA used to be quieter. “Be-
cause of IIT’s proximity, SDA Market
has become a hangout hub,” he says.

Firefighter injured in Majlis Park
blaze dies during treatment

New Delhi: More than a week after a fire engulfed a
four-storey building in Majlis Park, a firefighter—who suffered
critical burns in the incident—has died. Firefighter Suresh
Pehal, who was undergoing treatment at Safdarjung Hospital,
had suffered nearly 30% burns and died during treatment on
Monday. The fire broke out around 9am on Feb 21 on the
building’s stilt floor, where several vehicles and household
items were stored. The flames spread quickly, triggering panic
among residents. Fourteen people were injured, including three
police personnel and three fire department officials. As
residents rushed out of their homes, fire and police teams

2026_WBP_1015595_1. WORK TITLE :
SUPPLY OF STATIONARY & PRINTING
ARTICLES. BID CLOSING DATE :
13/02/2026 AT 16:00 HOURS. FOR
MORE DETAILS LOG ON TO:
wbptenders@policewb.gov.in
Sd/- SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE,
MURSHIDABAD POLICE DISTRICT.

ICA- T6122(2)/2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
N.LT. NO. WBTC/JMD/NIT-580/2025-26
(Abridged e-Tender)
e-Tender, in prescribed from in two parts
viz. Technical & Financial Bids are invited
for the works : SUPPLY OF SMF, UPS
BATTERY FOR WBTCL. Tender I.D.:
WBTC/IMD/NIT-580/2025-26.
Published on 06/03/2026 at 09.00 A.M
Please visit website:
www.whtenders.gov.in Sd/- Jt

Managing Director, For WB
ICA-T6169(3)/2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
West Bengal State Warehousing Corporation
e-TENDER NOTICE
WBSWC has invited e-tenders from
interested parties professionally
competent & financially solvent for
engagement of contractor for handling
of food grains & allied services at the
WBSWC managed godowns located at
several places in whole West Bengal.
Tender Ids : 2026_WBSWC_1017409_1
To 2026_WBSWC_1017409_46. Bid
Submission Closing Date : 3rd April
2026 upto 18:55 Hrs. For details, please
vlswnhewebsne www.whtenders.sov.in

w.warehousinewb.com
sd/ Secretary WBSWC.

ICA-T6171(3)/2026

KMDA TENDER NOTICE
€-NIT No : 54/SE/C-IVR&B/KMDA/W-
28 (Part-VIID) of 2025-2026 (2nd Call)

eTender is invited by the Superintending
Engineer, Circle-Il, R&B Sector, KMDA,
Block-A, 7" floor, Unmayan Bhavan,
Saltlake, Kolkata-700091, from bonafide,
reliable, experienced & resourceful firms /
individuals  contractors, Joint  Venture,
Consortium for the work, S1. No., Name of
the Work, Tender ID, Value of the work,
Earnest Money, Time of Completion, (2)
Repair and renovation work of Aurabinda
Pally (T.G Road) From: Barun Paul's
House To: Ashit Roy via Sukumar
Biswas's House on Ward No 18 under
Rajpm Sonarpur Municipal area, Tender

2026 KMDA_5013253_1,
R\ 95,50,814/-, Rs.1,91,016/-, 60 days; (8)
Construction of cement Concrete Road
from H/O Rina Chal to the H/O Sandhya
Dutta and H/O Ananta Biawas to the H/O
Dilip Ram and H/O Bablu Ghosh to the
H/O Somir Karmakar and H/O Anil Ghosh
to H/O Ranjit Ghosh and H/O Argha Mitra
to the H/O Sushil Kar and H/O Sankar
Baduri to the H/O Montu Baduri at Gobra
Ward No-06 under Dankuni Municipal
ares, Tender ID:2026_KMDA_5013253_2,
Rs.9,40,634/-, Rs.
date & time of Online Bid submission:
21.03.2026, Time: 14.00 hrs. (for SL. No.2)
& 14.03.2026, Time: 14.00 hrs. (for S

No.8) For details contact the above office
or visit both website

(KMDA-1415)

the pi

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-Tender Notice
E-Tender are invited by SVS Police
Academy, Barrackpore, WB for Annual
supply 2026-27 of cooked food/Foods
(Breakfast, Lunch Dinner, Tea and
Snakes) for the trainees and Various
Training programs. E-Tender Id :
2026_WBP_1015636_1. EMD : Rs.
5,0007-. Last Date : 16/03/2026 at 15:00
hrs. S/- IGP, SVSPA Barrackpore, PIN-
700120. ICA-T6121(3)/2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
TENDER ID : 2026_WBP_1015626_1
DATED-26/02/2026
WORK TITLE : SUPPLY OF
MISCLLANEOUS ARTICLES, ANTI COVID
ITEMS, ELECTRIC ARTICLES AND
DIFFERENT ARTICLES/ITEMS ON HIRING
BASIS FORTHE WEST BENGAL ASSEMBLY
ELECTION-2026. BID CLOSING DATE :
13/03/2026. FOR MORE DETAILS LOGON
TO-www.whtenders.gov.in

began rescue work and tried to contain the blaze. During the
operation, some locals attempted to move a parked car from
ises. At that moment, an LPG cylinder on the upper
ground floor exploded, triggering a sudden flare-up that left
responders with severe burn injuries. TnN

DTC bus catches
fire in south Delhi

New Delhi: A DTC bus
caught fire in south Delhi's
Sangam Vihar on
Thursday. Delhi Fire
Service received a call
about the fire near a bus
stand at 12.57pm. Two fire
tenders with around 10 fire
personnel were rushed to
the spot. The fire was soon
doused. In a separate
incident, another fire took
place on Thursday in
Rangpuri of Mahipalpur.
DFS received a call about a
fire in the warehouse
around 10am. The fire was
doused soon after. No

Ities took place in

Sd/- Superlntendent of Police
PD. I

E|ther incident. T~
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Noida Airport Gets Security Clearance

First Flight In 45 Days? DGCA To Carry Out Final Inspection For Aerodrome Licence In A Week

Aditya.Dev
@timesofindia.com

Noida: Noida International Air-
port has received security clear-
ance from the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS), a decisive
step that moves the greenfield air-
port into the last stretch before
commercial operations begin.

The clearance, granted on
Thursday, approves the airport’s
core security framework like bo-
Jmb threat contingency plan
(BTCP), anti-hijack contingency
plan (AHCP) and airport security
programme (ASP). With these
documents examined, the directo-
rate general of civil aviation
(DGCA) is now expected to carry
out a final inspection and issue the
aerodrome licence.

Officials at Noida International
Airport Limited (NIAL), the govt
agency monitoringthe project, said
the aerodrome licence could come
within a week of DGCA's final in-
spection. “The security vetting ap-
proval on Thursday brings the air-
port closer to operational readin-
ess,” NIAL chief executive officer
RK Singhsaid.

Nodal officer Shailendra Bhatia
said DGCA would soon conduct the
last inspection, and added that the
concessionaire operating the air-
port must meet specific conditions

File photo

ALL SET FOR TAKEOFF

before the licence is granted. Once
the aerodromelicence is issued, do-
mestic passenger flights and cargo
operations are expected to begin
within 45 days, in line with the pro-
ject plan. International operations
arelikely to start from Sept.

Union aviation secretary Samir
Sinha has been trying to minimise
delays on the ground that the air-
port has an expat CEO. Christoph
Schnellmann, a Swiss national and

veteran from Zurich Airports, also
played a key role when Bengaluru'’s
airport was being built about two
decades back.

It was pointed out in the home
ministry that the CEOs of India’s
biggest airlines — IndiGo and
Air India — are both expats. “We
are trying to ensure having an ex-
pat CEO does not lead to any hic-
cups in the new airport getting op-
erational,” said a source. Schnell-

mann is widely seen as a thoro-
ugh professional.

“We take pride in having people
like Satya Nadella and Sundar Pi-
chai at top positions in the world’s
biggest tech companies that handle
critical security tasks globally. We
can't frown on having expat CEOs,”
the source added.

According to officials, airlines
such as IndiGo, Air India and Aka-
sa Air are expected to open ticket
bookings once the aerodrome li-
cence is in hand. “The airport in-
frastructure envisaged in the first
phase is ready to handle 12 million
passengers annually. The termi-
nal building, air traffic control tow-
er, and runway are ready as
planned,” Bhatia said.

The airport’s security clear-
ance was in line for months, with
BCAS teams conducting multiple
inspections and asking the oper-
ator to plug gaps before approval.
During one recent inspection, offi-
cialsfrom the Union home ministry
alsoaccompanied the BCAS team.

Bhatia said the anti-hijack
contingency plan had been ap-
proved earlier after verification of
certain systems and equipment.
According to him, the plan sets out
protocols for incidents such as hi-
jacking or bomb threats, and re-
quires coordination among air-
lines, airport authorities, security

agencies, disaster management au-
thorities and govt.

On the ground, officials said the
terminal’s roofing, entry-exit facil-
ities, security apparatus and inter-
nal work are complete. The runway,
air traffic control and other airside
infrastructure are ready as well.

Security deployment is in pla-
ce as well. Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF) took over airport
security last year. Residential faci-
lities have already been developed
for its personnel, including acco-
mmodation for unmarried CISF
staff within the airport premises,
built by the concessionaire.

Officials said the recruitment
and training of manpower needed
for operations have been completed
as well. The multimodal cargo hub
infrastructure is ready, and cargo
services are expected to start along-
side domestic flights.

Connectivity work is also in
place, including a 750-metre acc-
ess road linking the airport to Ya-
muna Expressway.

At an event in Greater Noida
West on Thursday, chief minister
Yogi Adityanath said the country’s
largest airport would be inaugu-
ratedsoon. Officials said the formal
inauguration date would be final-
ised by the Prime Minister’s Office.

Three men from Delhi, on way to
dargah, killed in Hathras hit-&-run

Agra: Three young men from
Delhi on their way to Kaimganj
Dargah in Farrukhabad district
of Uttar Pradesh died after an
unidentified vehicle hit their
motorcycle in Hathras district.
The accident took place near
Hussainpur on the Etah-Aligarh
highway under SikandraRaopo-
lice station early on Wednesday.
Victims Sameer Khan, 20, As-
lam Ahmed, 26, and Mustaqgeem,

25, were residents of Nangloi,
Delhi, and worked as daily wa-
gers. Police said the trio had left
Delhion Tuesdaynightonabike.
Upon receiving information,
a team from Sikandra Rao Kot-
wali police station reached the
spot and sent the bodies for post-
mortem. The families of the vic-
tims were informed after identi-
fying them through documents
found in their pockets. Tnn

#MYHANDLOOMYPRIDE

= MP Souvenir Shop, Madhya Pradesh Bhawan, Jesus & Mary Marg,
Chanakya Puri, New Delhi-110021, Mobile : 9999459987
« 0-3, Brahmputra, Market, Sector-29, Noida, Ph.: 0120-2450832

www.mphandicrafts.com
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Madhya pradesh Govt Emporium
Mrispayanee

Aot ;fmu the heart

Sponsored by: The Development Commissioner (Handloom), Ministry of Textiles, Govi. of India

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Notice for Retired Employees of WBSEDCL
The Group Medical Insurance Policy (Floater Basis) for the
retired employees of WBSEDCL for the year 2026-2027 will be
implemented in association with the Go Digit General

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
No.2, 2/1 and 2/3, Kalidasa Marg, 1st Main Road, Gandhinagar
Bengaluru - 560 009. Phone No. 080-22265383, website: www.kiadb.in

IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-91/2286/2025-26 Date: 04.03.2026

Arguments triggered murders in
all three cases, nine held so far

»Continued from P1

to hospital — three from
one side and five from
the other side were injured.
Both groups originally hail
from Rajasthan. We regis-
tered a case and arrested four
adults and apprehended one
juvenile. One of the injured,
Tarun Kumar died during
treatment. So, we added Sec
103 to the FIR and added mur-
der charges,” the DCP said.
Speaking to TOI, Tarun’s
uncle, Tek Chand, said their
relative,an1l-year-old girl, was
playing Holi on the terrace
when she threw a water bal-
loon at her father standing be-
low. The balloon fell onto the
road and splashed water on a
woman fromtheneighbouring
family, who, according to Ta-
run’s family, belonged to a dif-

’]:'he injured were rushed

ferent community. “We apol-
ogised, but she didn't listen
and called her relatives, pick-
ingupafight with us,” he said.
Tek Chand claimed the matter
was initially settled. About an
hour later, Tarun was return-
ing on his bike after playing
Holi with a friend. A group of
15-20 people, according to Tek
Chand, stopped him and al-
legedly assaulted him with
iron rods, bricks, stones, and
other objects. Security in the
area has been tightened fol-
lowingthe incident.

Two more murders were
reported during Holi. In Bu-
rari,aman waskilled and his
friend critically injured dur-
ing an attack by a group. The
incident reportedly followed
ascuffle after aman allegedly
used abusive language dur-
ingavideocall. Othersobject-
ed, leading to a scuffle during

which Nepal Ram and his
friend, standing nearby, were
attacked. Two men have been
arrested, and a minor appre-
hended. In another incident
from Kanjhawal, a 36-year-old
cab driver, Vikash Sharma,
died after being attacked by
twominorsafteranargument.

¥y, MUMBAI RAILWAY VIKAS
>/&< CORPORATION LIMITED

A 3 2" Floor, Churchgate Station Building,
R Mumbi-400 020

Vacancy Notification No. MRVC/
E/65/2026/Reg Dated 02-03-2026
Mumbai Railway Vikas Corporation
Ltd. invites applications for filling up of
05 post of “Manager (Civil)” in IDA
E3 scale on direct recruitment basis.
Last date for submission of
application by email is 20-03-2026.
For further details, please visit website

3 gov.in

Insurance Ltd. with effect from 08.03.2026. For further
details, visit the Company's website www.wbsedcl.in
(Retired Employees' Corner). In case of any query, contact:
Group Medical Insurance Cell, C-Block, 6" Floor, Vidyut
Bhavan, Kolkata-700091.Tel. No.: (033) 2359-8385.

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

Iltem Rate Tender under two cover bid system is invited for the works
mentioned below as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement
Act 1999 and Rules 2000 through electronic procurement from eligible

WBSEDIL

(A Govt. of West Bengal Enterprise)

Regd. Office : Vidyut Bhavan, Block-DJ, Sector-II, Bidhannagar, Kolkata - 700 091

(CIN:U40109WB20075GC113473, www.whsedd.in

NOTIFICATION

ICA-N88(4)/2026

Notification for selection to the position of Executive
Vice President Kerala State Council

for Science,

Contractors who have got adequate financial resources, state of the art
technology, suitable construction equipments, technical man power &
sufficient past experience for the work of :

Name of the Work : Formation of 15m wide road, 18m wide road, 24m wide
road, 30m wide road & 45m wide road, construction of RCC Side Drain,
Construction of spur culvert & Construction of box culvert at Dobaspet 5th
Phase Industrial Area, Nelamangala Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.

Technology and Environment published and the details
are available on the following Websites of Kerala State
Planning Board (www.spb.kerala.gov.in), Kerala State
Council for Science, Technology and Environment
(www. te.kerala.gov.in) and Government of Kerala

Corrigendum, if any, will be

The last date and time of receipt of tender is : 07.04.2026 upto 4.00 pm.
Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the Karnataka Public
Procurement Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

(https://kerala.gov.in).

DIPR/CP/6010/ZEN/2025-26

Sd/-
Chief Engineer-1, KIADB Bengaluru

posted on the website only.

11384,

Old blocs. MARCH 29, 2026

Kissa Lodhi Colony Ka.

Lodhi Art District, pastel quarters, tree-lined
lanes. That's what Instagram captures. What it
misses are the residents who saw blank walls
turn into global galleries, cafés hidden behind
laburnum trees, old bookstores you chance <
upon, and dogs with unofficial caretakers. {
These real stories live within the colony.

It’s time they stepped out.

21.1K

Go All-In

1]

Push Limits

DELHI HALF MARATHON

Q@ MAJOR DHYAN CHAND NATIONAL STADIUM

oK

Level Up Run For Fun

Kissa Kolony Ka by The Times of India
invites you to share insider stories of Lodhi
Colony - stories of safety, community,
eco-discipline, infrastructure, amenities and
imagery, straight from its residents.

What's more? Read these stories from Delhi'
top colonies in The Times of India,

Think Lodhi Colony belongs at the top?
[E] Scan the QR to vote.
. Share a kissa on why your
colony deserves the spotlight
GE: & win goodies.

EARLY BIRD OFFER

ENDING SOON!

Email:
run@timesinternet.in

SCAN TO REGISTER

Call Us:
+91 7290975629

Website:
toi.in/nV3X1Z

For Sponsorship & Corporate Booking:
+91 9899597165

To get started with your copy of The Times of India, call 1800-1200-004 or visit subscribe.timesofindia.com CHANGE Begins Here
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Pontoons on drains, skimmers
to reduce Yamuna pollution

AlokKNMishra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The irrigation
and flood control (I&FC) de-
partment has deployed six flo-
ating skimmers on the Yamu-
na and the Najafgarh drain
and installed floating ponto-
onsonl2drains.

The skimmers and weed
harvesters are designed to re-
movefloatingrubbishand aqu-
atic weeds from the water sur-
face. Four skimmers are opera-
ting on the Yamuna, while the
remaining machines are de-
ployed on the Ghazipur and
Najafgarh drains, two major
sources of waste that pollute
the river. The machines are ex-
pected to reduce the volume of
floating solid waste that rea-
ches the Yamuna.

Alongside surface cleaning,
the department extensively de-
silted major drains across the
city ahead of the 2025 monsoon,
removing about 18.5 lakh ton-
nes of silt. The department ma-
intains 57 stormwater drains,
including the Najafgarh and

Shahdara ones that discharge
water into the Yamuna.

In addition, 20 more out-
fall drains, including the Ba-
rapullah drain, thatempty in-
to the Yamuna were recently
transferred tothedepartment
for cleaning and maintenan-
ce. Many of the drains were
notproperly desilted for years
and contributed to waterlog-
ging and pollution.

“The impact of largescale
desilting was visible during
the 2025 monsoon, when the Ya-
muna touched 207.48 metres —
the third-highest flood level re-
corded in Delhi. Despite the
high water level, we were able
to manage the situation witho-
ut major waterlogging in areas
covered by the department’s
drains. The fact that there was
no major waterlogging in the
catchment areas of our drains
wasaresultof theextensivede-
silting work carried out before
the monsoon,” Parvesh Ver-
ma, minister for irrigationand
flood control, said.

Anofficial said that inorder
to strengthen flood protection

along the river, the department
has also started construction
of a wall along the Yamuna’'s
right bank from the Old Rail-
way Bridge (ORB) to Majnu Ka
Tila. The project is aimed at
preventing overflow during pe-
riods of high discharge from
upstream areas such as the
Hathnikund Barrage in Harya-
na, which often causes sudden
rises in theriverlevel.

According to an annual re-
portshared by the department,
govt initiated topographical
and bathymetric surveys of
the Yamuna from Palla to Jait-
pur, using instruments like so-
nar and electronic survey sy-
stems to map the riverbed and
help identify areas where silt
accumulation reduces the ri-
ver's carrying capacity. “The
outcome will guide dredging
and river management measu-
res,” an official said.

The project is part of a Rs
956-crore urban flood mana-
gement plan, which includes
construction of trunk drains,
and additional flood protec-
tion work.
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n Loving Memg ry

Aarya Walia

(1998-2025)

In loving remembrance of Aanya Walia who bettered our lives with her
infectious smile, gentle wit, warm hugs, and purity of heart. We miss her

Please join us on Saturday, March 7, 2026 for Ardas and Kirtan from
3:30-4:30 pm followed by high tea.

At Vasant Vihar Gurudwara, Sri Guru Nanak Satsang Sabha, F-1/4
Vasant Vihar, New Delhi 110057
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Teenager Escapes Fire, Dies In
Bid To Get Back New Eid Dress

More Than 100 Jhuggis Gutted; Two Labourers Die In Another Fire Incident

Photos: Anushka Kogta

Khushi Bhuta
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Rozina had al-
most escaped the fire, but she
wanted to save her new Eid
dress too. She went back into
the burning jhuggi that was
her home, and never emer-
ged. The 17-year-old’s char-
red body was found later
when the Delhi Fire Service
put the flames out.

In outer Delhi’s Rithala,
the fire engulfed over 100
jhuggis on Thursday around
4.15am.

Rozina's mother Aadina
(38) wailed inconsolably. The
girl’saunt, Zarina (45), broke
down while recounting how
they lost her. “She had mana-
ged to step out when the fire
broke out, but ran back in to
retrieve a new outfit she had
bought for Eid,” she said. Ro-
zina’s younger sister has suf-
fered burns on her feet.

About 15 fire tenders and
75 fighters battled the blaze
in the cluster near Rithala
metro station and brought it
under control by 7.25am.

In all, three people were
reported dead in two fires
that broke out in Delhi’s Rit-
hala and Paharganj, where
twolabourers were killed.

DFS officials said a card-
board and paper godown in
Rithala may have fuelled the
blaze. Thefirealsospreadtoa
gasketfactory adjacenttothe
cluster, which had a large qu-
antity of scrap.

Residents said that before
the fire on Thursday mor-
ning, the cluster had seen on-
ly minor fires, never any dis-
aster of suchascale.

In the jhuggi, Shabnam
(12) and Meera (13) sat with
the charred remains of five
puppies they had fostered.
They also held burnt pages of
their school books. Neither
of the girls could appear for
their exams on Thursday.

Last Nov, a fire had bro-
ken out in another jhuggi
cluster nearby. Two people
had died in that blaze.

On Thursday, govt offici-
als on the spot said shelter
would be provided to the peo-
ple, but residents said that
they did not want to leave the
area for fear that the scrap
they could salvage and sell
might get stolen.

Some residents had bro-
ken the jhuggis withrodsand
hammers and even jumped
over adjoining houses to
escape the flames. “Many pe-
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pipes

os. Some also suffered
burns,” said factory worker
Sameer-ul (22).

The residents said the
fire started near the entry
gate of the settlement. They
alleged foul play. Police said
a probe was on to ascer-
tain what caused the
blaze. A case was filed at the
Budh Vihar police station.

labourers were found char-
red to death after a fire broke
out inside a toy godown in
central Delhi’s Paharganj on
Wednesday evening.

The fire started on the
first and second floors of afo-
ur-storey building around
4.37 pm and spread to the
third floor. A temporary
structure had been erected

or, where the charred bodies
were found.

Fifteen fire tenders with
about 75 personnel put
out the blaze. Plastic and
rubber used in the toys see-
med to spread the fire. It
was brought under control
by 3.20am.

Delhi Fire Service offici-
als said that during the ope-

ple and labourers threw sto-
nesatthefirefighters. One of-
ficial said, “Out of anger,
they threw stones and even
broke the window of one of
our vehicles.”

Officials said the situa-
tion calmed after police in-
tervened. A probe is under
way to ascertain the cause of
the fire and establish the se-

@ﬁ ople were injured in the cha- In another incident, two ontheterraceof thethirdflo- ration,some angrylocalpeo- quenceof events.
Qe A N

Police chief takes to
streets on Holi day

New Delhi: Police commissioner Satish Golcha on
Wednesday took to the streetstoreview security arran-
gements and ensure a visible police presence across
the city during Holi celebrations.

Golcha visited several duty points to assess deploy-
ment and interact with officers on duty, commending
their vigilance and commitment during the festival.

Police said comprehensive arrangements were put
inplace to ensure the celebrations remained peaceful.
Patrol teams intensified rounds across key areas, whi-
lemultiple checking pickets were set up across the city.
Personnel from district police units, the traffic police
and Police Control Room (PCR) vans were deployed to
check unruly behaviour and dangerous driving.

Special attention was given to public safety, with wo-
men police personnel stationed at several key locations.

The commissioner visited deployment points at Con-
naught Place, Lajpat Nagar Market, South Extension
Market, Pankha Road, Dabri, Vikaspuri, Peera Garhi
Chowk, Prashant Vihar, Rohini, Mukarba Chowk, Kings-
way Camp, ISBT Kashmere Gate, Welcome Metrostation,
Shyamlal College, Laxmi Nagar and W-Point at ITO.

During the visits, Golcha extended Holi greetings
to personnel and acknowledged their service during
the festival despite being away from their families. ™

BIRTHDAY
REMEMBRANCES

UARY

MEMBRA
SHARING MEMORIES

Lt. Sh. Rajendra Mohan
LP.S. (RETD.)
(01.10.1939 - 05.03.2018)|

On this day 8 years ago,
God took you in his care.
Your values, ideals &
courage continue to in-

Tn Everlasting Memory of

spire us. We dedicate our
love & respect to you. Remembered by:
Sharma Family & Staff of Alvaro Group

Sh. P. S. Varshneya
(06.03.1931 - 17.10.2004)
We all miss you a lot. We all
remember you by Heart.
We pray to God may your
noble soul rest in peace.
Varshneyas
E-862, Saraswali Vinar,

Pitampura, Delhi-110034.
9212269002, 9212269003

TO BOOK
AN OBITUARY AD
PLEASE CONTACT

The silent joy of remembering a loved one.
The moments you shared together.
Little moments that make life beautiful.

Share them. With Friends. Relatives. Neighbours.

[00000000006060000000]

VINOD :
99589 92088

Deadline for

2 _
—

Colleagues. With all those whose lives film submissions
i the departed Soul has touched. Because while life goes on, extended by
. when you share memories, they stay on forever. T I M E S T R I B U T E S aweek
Late Dr. Rattan Singh Anand  Late Sdn. Inder Kaur Anand ot
Publicati Outlay New Delhi:
1916 - 2007 1920 - 2009 Theﬂmesm;IndlallzlhI/NCR 5,600 RATE CARD Delhi govt has
TOI+NBT (Delhi/NCR) 8,800 invited
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With due reverence, we commemorate your love, affection and care. Foranyfomaticneal 3 | THE TIMES OF INDIA {DelhisNGR) e inauqural
We continue to be guided and inspired by your values. Vinod : 9958992088 £ [THE TIMEES OF INDIA (Delhi) Full Run## 900 ‘International
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TO BOOK AN OBITUARY AD
PLEASE CONTACT

VINOD : 995389 92088
PANKAJ : 81306 04727

to 31. According
to a statement,
the organising
platform for the
festival, IFFD
CineXchange,
has extended
the deadline for
film submissions
to March 10 from
March 3,
following an
enthusiastic
response from

i sin

ANAND FAMILY

Management & Staff of
A,

» *Placement on specified obit pages only.» This rate benefitis extended up till
the size of 320 sq, cm only. » ## Full run includes Delhi City + NCR (Including
Gurgaon + Noida) + Chandigarh + Western U.P. + Uttarakhand » TOI Capital
(Delhi & NCR) Includes TOI Gurgaon & TOI Noida.

To place an Obituary announcement or
Remembrance message please call

Vinod: 9958992088
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MALABAR
GOLD & DIAMONDS

CELEBRATE THE BEAUTY OF LIFE

It's time to shine brighter with the season’s
most exciting offers you won't want to miss.

UP TO UP TO

405 30q

ON MAKING CHARGES ON DIAMOND VALUE.

OF ALL GOLD, UNCUT &
GEMSTONE JEWELLERY.

Offers valid only till 22" March, 2026

‘SILVER DEDUCTION ‘ SELL YOUR OLD GOLD

FREE coiN
WITH AKSHAYA TRITIYA f ONOLD GOLD TO GET MAXIMUM CASH VALUE
, EXCHANGE & ASSURED SAME-DAY PAYMENT

ADVANCE BOOKING

DELHI NCR STORES: VAISHALI ENCLAVE, PITAMPURA | WAVE ONE, SECTOR-18, NOIDA | BLOCK-A1, JANAKPURI | SECTOR-7,
ROHINI | SHUBHAM ENCLAVE, PASCHIM VIHAR | CHANDNI CHOWK (OMAXE CHOWK) | RAJOURI GARDEN| BUNGALOW ROAD,
KAMLA NAGAR | PUSA ROAD, KAROL BAGH | SOUTH EXTENSION PART-2 | VEGAS MALL, DWARKA | VIKAS MARG, PREET
VIHAR | GOLD SOUK, GURUGRAM | MGF METROPOLITAN MALL, MG ROAD, GURUGRAM | SECTOR 18, NOIDA | AMBEDKAR
ROAD, GHAZIABAD | NEAR BAJRANG BHAWAN, ROHTAK | OPPOSITE CHIPPI TANK ROAD, MEERUT @ 09562 916 916

BUY ONLINE AT: malabargoldanddiamonds.com | 422 SHOWROOMS ACROSS 14 COUNTRIES

*Conditions ‘apply
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RAJASTH

Department of Information ic
(Telephone & Fax No. 0141- 2227057,

Corrigendum
With reference to EOl No.13 dated 13.02.2026 for rate contract with
agencies working in the field of rental sole right media sites for hiring of rental
sites. Earlier the last date of submission of EOl was 05.03.2026 now the last date
of submission of EOl has been extended to 23.03.2026 till 3 pm
Raj.Samwad/C/25/21760 Executive Director (Finance)

Horticultural And D F

Bagwani Bhawan, D-47,Pankha Road, Institutional
Area, Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058

Phone No.: 011-28524150/2852221/28525129

E-mail: delhi@nhrdf.com Website: www.nhrdf.org

Ref.No: NHRDF/HO/Tender/AD-51/2025-26/4610 Dated:18.02.2026

Sale of Onion Seed
INVITATION FOR BID

National Horticultural Research and Development Foundation (NHRDF), New Delhi,
invites bids in sealed covers from intending bidders for sale of onion seeds available at
its Indore (Madhya Pradesh), Kamal (Haryana), Rajkot (Gujarat) and Deoria (Uttrar
Pradesh) Centres.

The tender papers and other details can be downloaded from our websites
www.nhrdf.org. The last date of ion of ions to above be
18/03/2026il15.00 PM. T ions will be opened on at3.00PM.
NHROF reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids without assigning any
reason thereof.

Joint Director (Horticulture)

Y§ KERALA CLIMATE RE NT AGRI VALUE
CH MODERNISATION PROJECT

The Project Director, Kerala Climate Resilient Agri Value
Chain Modernisation (KERA) Project (The World Bank
Project ID No.: P178254) invites bids for the following
tender from eligible vendors:

1. Tender ID: 2026_KERA_844104_1

Goods: Supply and Installation of Soil Testing Laboratories
equipment for Department of Agriculture (DoA) and Kerala
Agriculture University (KAU)

(Ref. No. KERA/01/GOODS/2026/RFB)

Last date of submission of Bid is 06/04/2026, 3:00 PM
The tender Document can be downloaded from Kerala

eTender portal starting from 05/03/2026, 4:30PM.

Municipal Corporation, Faridabad
B.K. Chowk N.L.T Faridabad-121001, Haryana-India

8 Tel : 0129-2411649, 2411664, 2415549
Fax : 0129-2416465

Expression of Interest

Municipal Corporation Faridabad invites reputed agencies/firms

for presentation and discussion regarding establishment of EV

Charging Stations in Faridabad on revenue sharing model.

Interested parties are requested to submit details covering the

following :

* Company profile and experience in EV charging
infrastructure projects.

« Proposed charging technology, Battery Swapping System
standards, and safety compliance details.

* Typesofchargers and electrical load requirements.

* Revenue sharing model with Municipal Corporation
Faridabad.

* Investment plan, installation timeline, and scalability

options.

* Operation, maintenance, and uptime assurance
commitment.

*  Previous projects executed with government or urban local
bodies.

* Methodology for site survey and identification of suitable
locations within MCF limits.

* Proposal for Solar Powered EV Charging Stations,
including technical feasibility, capacity planning, and
investment model.

Interested agencies may submit their Expression of Interest
along with technical details on email id mcfxenha@gmail.com,
mcfamrut1@gmail.com on or before 15-03-2026, MCF shall
invite the applicate for presentation after scrutiny of the
proposal.
Executive Engineer (HQ)
Municipal Corporation,
Faridabad.
Mob -9896689902

Issued through:DPR, Haryana/Adut.No.
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REGIONAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF
UNANI MEDICINE (RRIUM)

D-11, Abul Fazal Enclave, Jamia Nagar, Okhla, New Delhi — 110025

Under CCRUM, Ministry of Ayush, Govt. of India
WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

Eligible candidates are invited for Walk-in-Interview for the
following contractual post on the date and time indicated below
at He%ional Research Institute of Unani Medicine gHHIUM).
-11, Abul Fazal Enclave, Jamia Nagar, Okhla, N.D.—110025.
Sr. | Name of the post Date of Reporting
No. Walk-in-interview Time

1. |SRF (UNANI) - ONE | 17" March, 2026 | 10:00 A.M.

Place of Posting: UMC, Dr. RML Hospital, New Delhi

2.Complete details about the eligibility conditions, number of
posts, remuneration etc. of above mentioned contractual post
may be downloaded from the Council’'s website
www.ccrum.res.in. Any addendum/corrigendum will be
posted only on Council’s website.

. Eligible candidates should come with the Curriculum Vitae in
the prescribed format, which can be downloaded from the
website of the Council. They should also bring original
educational/professional qualification certificates and
experience certificates with a set of photocopies and two
recent passport size photographs. Deputy Director

RRIUM, New Delhi

w

'775£§_l§!, Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Regd. Office : PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patiala - 147001
Corporate Identity No. U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website : www.pspcl.in (Contact No. 96461-01116)

Tender Enquiry No. 11/GCD/LDH/TS/PSPCL/2026 ‘ Dated: 06.03.2026

ASE/ Grid Construction, opp. PAU Gate No. 1, PSPCL, Ludhiana
invites Short Term e-Tender for Outsourcing of 3 no. Augmentation of
Power Transformer (12.5 mva to 20 mva including matching work)
related works on partial turnkey mode under Grid Construction
Division, Ludhiana under Grid Construction Circle, Ludhiana.

For detailed NIT & Tender Specifications please refer to
http://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 06.03.2026 (01:00 PM onwards).
Note : Corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online
at http://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

C-330/26, DPR/Pb.:1079/12/2025-26/9079

]77555_1’_95, Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Regd. Office : PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patiala - 147001
Corporate Identity No. U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website : www.pspcl.in (Contact No. 96461-01116)

Tender Enquiry No. 12/GCD/LDH/TS/PSPCL/2026 ‘ Dated:06.03.2026

“m TAMIL NADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED
3 Kagithapuram - 639 136, Karur Dist. Tamil Nadu.

Kagitha Nagar, Mondipatti - 621 306, Trichy Dist, Tamil Nadu.
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

ASE/ Grid Construction, opp. PAU Gate No. 1, PSPCL, Ludhiana
invites Short Term e-Tender for Outsourcing of 6 no. Additional PTF's
(4 no. With 20 MVAPTF and 2 no. With 12.5 MVAPTF) related works
on partial turnkey mode under Grid Construction Division, Ludhiana
under Grid Construction Circle, Ludhiana.

For detailed NIT & Tender Specifications please refer to
http://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 06.03.2026 (01:00 PM onwards).
Note : Corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online
at http://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

C-331/26, DPR/Pb.:1079/12/2025-26/9080

Date of publishing
Tender document in
TNPL/NIC website

Tender

No. Nature of Work

Due date

Procurement of Wet
g:;:}: Precipitated Calcium
Carbonate - 20%

09.03.2026 23.03.2026

252613 | Procurement of Cationic Starch

007551 | (In Jumbo Bags) for Unit-1. 11.03.2028

25.03.2026

lﬂgl_{s_l:g!_. Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Regd. Office : PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patiala-147001,
CIN : U40109PB2010SGC033813 Website : www.pspcl.in
Phone No. - 0175-2207649 Email id :- se-it-os@pspcl.in
Tender Enquiry No. 357/DIT-1025 Vol-1 dated : 03.03.2026
Deputy Chief Engineer/IT (O&S), Ground Floor PSPCL Head Office, The
Mall, Patiala invites e-tender for Renewal of AMC/ OEM support for
Backup Appliance and Backup software. For detailed NIT & tender
specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from
03.03.2026, 4:00 pm onwards.
Note :- Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
: punjab.gov.in

252613 | Procurement of Caustic Soda

007545 | Lye for Unit-1&11. 27.03.2026

10.04.2026

252613 |Procurement of Sulphur

007560 | Di-Oxide for Unit-1 & Il 14.05:2026

18.04.2026

Procurement of Maize Based
Native Starch (In Jumbo Bags)
for Unit-1.

252613

007546 13.04.2026

27.04.2026

252613 [Procurement of Sodium

007558 | Hydrosulphite for Unit-1. 05.05.2026

19.05.2026

Procurement of Liquid PAC
252613 gt g
007547 (UPI:?:y-INumlnlum Chloride) for

02.05.2026 15.05.2026

252613 [ Procurement of Sulphuric Acid

007559 | for Unit-1 & II. 05.05.2026

19.05.2026

252613 | Procurement of Hydrogen

007549 | Peroxide for Unit-1 & II. 19.05.2026

02.06.2026

Procurement of Pigment Dyes
(Violet & Blue) for Paper
Machine#1,28& 3.

252613

007595 22,05.2026

05.06.2026

Procurement of Bumt Lime for
gg;g;g Production of Wet Precipitated
Calcium Carbonate (WPCC)

13.03.2026 27.03.2026

Procurement of Imported Burnt
252613 |Lime (In Jumbo Bags) for
007598 | Production of Wet Precipitated
Calcium Carbonate (WPCC).

25.03.2026 13.04.2026

Procurement of Heavy Duty
252613 | LDPE Shrink Film Roll, 80 / 90
007533 [ Microns of various sizes of
TNPLUnit- 1.

23.03.2026 06.04.2026

Procurement of 300 GSM
252613 | Circular Grey Board Disc -
007536 |93 CM / 95 CM & 97 CM for
Unit-1 & Il

15.04.2026 29.04.2026

C 334/26, DPR/Pb. : 1079/12/2025-26/9084

WiraTe, T, Uod - 148106

(Y& HEATEY, HRE WPR o
Sant Longowal Institute of Engineering and Technology
Longowal, Distt. Sangrur, Punjab - 148106
(Deemed-to-be-University under Ministry of Education, Government of India)
35)/e-mail- estateoffice2010@gmail.com, 281/ H. Tel/Fax No. 01672-253475

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

E-Tender in two Bid system, ie. Technical Bid and

Financial Bid are invited for

(i) Repair/ Renovation of Bathrooms of Girls Hostel No. 02.

(ii) Repair / Renovation / Up-gradation of Multi Purpose
Hall at SLIET, Longowal.

(iii) Provision of Smart Class Rooms in the Academic
Building at SLIET Longowal.

iv) Annual Repair & Maintenance of Internal Roads i.e. from
Bus stand near Directors Residence to Round about
near Duggan Gate (Guest House, Estate Office, Boys
Hostel No. 02, 06, 09, 10, Admin. Block, SLIET Nursery,
Lake upto Big roundabout Duggan Gate).

(v) Repair/Renovation of Restaurant, Shops in SAC & Food
Junction Shops (near Mech. & near Stadium) at SLIET,
Longowal.

For more details and terms & conditions, please visit

www.eprocure gov.in/eprocure/app and www.sliet.ac.in.

REGISTRAR, SLIET

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, MARCH, 6, 2026

GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN
OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT CUM MEMBER
SECRATRY, RMRS, SAWAI MAN SINGH HOSPITAL, JAIPUR
[Sawai Mon Singh Road, Tonk Road, Jaipur, Rajasthan 302 001]
{Phone 0141-2518308, 0141 2565647\
Email-ms.smshospital @gmail.com, cms.smshospital @ gmail.com}
No. 590 Store/SMS/MH/2025 Jaipur dated, the 25/02/26
Notice Inviting Bid
Bids for two years rate contract for procurement of Joint Replacement Implants are
invited from Interested bidders up to 31/03/26 on 05:00pm Other particulars of bid may
be visited on the procurement portal (http:/eproc.rajnathan.gov.in,
hitp://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state. Sd-
UBN.No. MCJ2526GLOB00160 Medical Superintendent Cum

DIPR/C/4514/2026 Member Secretary RMRS, S.M.S. Hospital, Jaipur
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The Andhra Pradesh Mineral Scaler Consulting
Development Corporation Limited| Private Limited

Door No.294/1D, 100 Feet Road www.scalerconsulting.com
(Tadigadapa to Enikepadu Road), New Delhi, Mumbai,

Kanuru, Vijayawada-521137, Bangalore, Pune

Andhra Pradesh. India

EMPLOYMENT NOTIFICATION ON CONTRACT BASIS
APMDC with RPO (Scaler Consul Put. Ltd.) invites applications for the|
following position from the eligible candidates with required qualifications as|
prescribed in the portal. The post is purely on contract basis on the require-|
ment of the Corporation.

SLNO Name of the Post No of Posts|  Place of posting

1 Vice President - Coal 01 Head Office, Vijayawada
2 Vice President - HMBS 01 Head Office, Vijayawada
3 Vice President - Minerals 01 Head Office, Vijayawada

The detailed description of the post wise can be downloaded from our web-
site www.apmdc.ap.gov.in/Careers. The Corporation has right to modify
the conditions or cancel the advertisement without assigning any reason
and further notice.The last date for submission of applications by online to

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

NCFE is inviting Request for Proposal (RFP) for Design,
Devel | ion and of a Financial
Literacy Assessment Portal for NCFE. Bidders may submit their
response with all the necessary documents on or before 18th
March 2026 by 16:00 hrs. The RFP document may be
downloaded from NCFE’s website www.ncfe.org.in/tenders

Note: Corrigendum & addendum, if any, will be published at www.ncfe.org.in

ONGC Tripura Power Company Limited (OTPC i f

and experienced Intenational/National firms for the Supply of Refurbished/New Rotor for GE
Frame 9FA.03 Gas Turbine forits 2x 363.3 MW Combined Cycle Power Plantat Palatana, Tripura.
EOI No. OTPC/GT/DEL/25-26/001
Date of Issue of EOI 3" March 2026

o

Last date and lime for submission of EOI at 10” Floor,
Core 4 & Central, SCOPE MINAR, Laxmi Nagar,
Delhi— 110092 (India), or Upload the documents on
CPP Portal https:/ietenders.gov.in

27" March 2026
at 3:00 PM

EOI document can be downloaded from https://etenders.gov.in at the Central Public

Procurement Portal and from our official website www.otpcindia.in. Amendments /
if;

| Corrigendum/Addendum, if any would be hosted on the website only. Managing Directo, OTPC

TELANGANR STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION LIMITED

(A STATE GOVT. UNDERTAKING)

Dated: .03.2026.
E-TENDER NOTICE
PAN India Tenders disposal of around 2.57 Crore unserviceable old 50kg gunnies
to be disposed on “As is where is basis” from various buffer godowns / MLS
Points of TGSCSCL in the Districts of Telangana State through GeM-Portal.
Pre-bid Meeting will be held on 12.03.2026 and Tenders will be opened for
technical scruitiny on 23.03.2026 afternoon onwards and details can be viewed
and participated through www.gem.gov.in/ tgscscl.telangana.gov.in. Contact
details: 7995050703 Sd/-Vice Chairman & Managing Director

DIPR R.0.No.1231-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2025-26 Dt:04-03-2026

TAMIL NADU TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTD
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

Tender Inviting

‘Authority Name of the Work

Specification No.

AMC for the SAMSAT IT infrastructure
DATA CENTRE

Supply of auto transformers & Solid
Core insulators

PC 1136 CE/P&C

T-2373 & T-2374 CE / Transmission

ETS No 66 & 67/25-26

SE/GCC/ Civil, Electrical & Line works @ 110
Coimbatore KV S§

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / opening, viewing and downloading
of efenders, please visit websites: in, tn.gov.n

e-mail: ing.com. is on or before 20.03.2026 by
6th Floor, NISM Bhavan, Plot No. 82, Sector-17, Vashi, Navi Mumbai, |9|5'OOVP'M' i
R i oy i R Z lace: Vijayawada
Maharashtra - 400 703; Phone: 022-68265 104/119/124; Email ID: itprojects@ncfe.org.in 32026 Sd/- MANAGING DIRECTOR

National Health Mission
STATE HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE SOCIETY
Arogya Soudha, 1st Floor, Magadi Road, Bengaluru - 560023.
Phone No: 080-23113584 e-mail: pdrch-hfws@karnataka.gov.in
No: DD/NCD/06/2025-26 (Part-A) (1778672) Date: 04-03-2026

Indent No: NHM/2025-26/SE0039

SERVICE TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through e-Procurement)

National Health Mission (NHM), Karnataka invites Sealed Proposals
through e-Procurement Portal from eligible and Qualified Agencies
for Selection of Service Provider for Setting up a Time Bound
System (ECG and its Transmission, Interpretation and Tele -
Reporting) for Diagnosis of Patients with ST-Elevation
Myocardial Infarction (STEMI) in Karnataka under NHM.

Tender document with detailed eligibility criteria, scope of work,
terms and conditions will be available on the official e-Procurement
Portal of the Government of Karnataka (www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in).
Interested bidders are requested to participate as per the schedule
mentioned in the tender document.

The tender document can be downloaded through e-Procurement
Portal from 04-03-2026 onwards and Last Date for Receipt of
Tenderis on or before 5.30 PM on 17-04-2026.

Further details can be obtained from the office of the undersigned
during the office hours from 11.00 AM. to 5.30 PM. Sdl-

Project Director (RCH)

DIPR/CP/6008/Adverto/2025-26

TELANGANA POWER GENERATION CORPORATION LIMITED
VIDYUT SOUDHA :: HYDERABAD - 82.

[T.No.e-58/CEG/SEG-1II/EGAL6/Sulphuric Acid/TGGENCO/2026-27)
Procurement of 5710MT Sulphuric Acid (as per IS:266-2024) for various Thermal
Power Stations of TGGENCO. Value of the works: Rs. 11,27,72,500/- Scheduled
Open & Closing Date: 20.02.2026 at 18:00 Hrs 23.03.2026 at 12:00 Hrs.
T.No.e-31/CE/Civil/ Thermal /TGGENCO /2025-26

YTPS — Providing HDPE lining in the Ash Pond-2 area at (5x800 MW) Yadadri
Thermal Power Station, Veerlapalem (V), Dameracherla (Mdl), Nalagonda Dist.
Value of the works: Rs.7,22,07,490/- Scheduled Open & Closing Date:
24.02.2026 at 17:00 Hrs. & 11.03.2026 at 17:00 Hrs.

T.No.e-55/CEG/SEG-1I/ EBA15/TGGENCO/2025-26

YTPS - Manufacture, Testing and Supply of FR grade NYLON/NYLON, (Qty:
150meters) and Steel cord conveyor belt (Qty:1200meters) required for coal
Handling plant at Yadadri Thermal Power Station, Stage-| Veerlapalem (V),
Dameracherla (Mdl), Nalagonda DistValue of the works: Rs.2,18,85,450/-.
Scheduled Open & Closing Date: 18.02.2026 at 18:00 Hrs. & 12.03.2026 at 12:00
Hrs.

T.No.e-498/CE/O&M/KTPP/Stores/ TGGENCO/2025-26)
KTPP — Procurement of Welding accessories for regular maintenance works at
Kakatiya Thermal Power Project, Stage-l, Stage-l, and CHP Circles Chelpur (V),

www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app DIPR/1586/

OFFICE OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, PALI
ENVIRONMENT AND SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT CELL
Sr.no. -MCP/Env. & SWM/NIT 08 /Super Sucker /2025-26/574-77  Date:- 26.02.2026

Notice Inviting Tender (NIT)

Online Proposal are invited on behalf of Municipal Corporation Pali from the
reputed, experience and technically eligible Contractor firm for the work of “Supply
and delivery of 01 nos Super Sucker machine (With two Dump Tank) with
comprehensive operation and maintenance of Period for Five years” the further
detailed regarding to bid Documents can be from the e-tendering portal

i gov.in And rajasthan.gov.in Estimate cost of

work are 363.00 lakhs.

NIB Code:- DLB2526B2276
UBN:-DLB2526GLRC36420
Raj.Samwad/C/25/21671

HASSAN MANGALORE RAIL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED

Commissioner
Municipal Corporation Pali

(A Joint Venture of Government of Karnataka & Ministry of Railways)
Reg. Office: MSIL House, 7th floor, #36, Cunningham Road,
Bengaluru-560001. Tele: 080-23120582
il.com CIN: U45203KA2003SGC032183

E-mail:
No: HMRDC/Project/12/Capital Consultancy/2025-26  Date: 05.03.2026
TENDER NOTICE
HMRDC invites sealed tender for the engagement of an independent
Ci for Capital i review, Capacity Augmentation

Planning and cost Apportionment Study.

The last date for receipt of the Tender is 27-03-2026 at 05.00 P.M.

For more details interested parties may visit the registered office of
the Company mentioned above or visit our website: www.hmrdc.com
under Tenders/EOQl's. sdi-

CS/HMRDC

FOR MISSING

General public is hereby informed that
| a female namely Simpi Kumari, D/o
Mithlesh Prasad, R/o H.No. 225, 4th
Floor Near Chhoti Chaupal,
Mahipalpur, Delhi has been missing
since 26.02.2026 at about 01:00 AM
from her home. In this regard DD No.
01 A, Dated 27.02.2026 has been
lodged at Police Station Vasant Kunj,
New Delhi. The description of missing
femaleis as under:
Name: Simpi Kumari, Age: 19 Years,
Height: 52", Complexion: Shallow, Face: Round, Built:
Thin, Wearing: Yellow Colour Shirt and Black Colour
Trouser.
If anyone has any information about this missing female
please inform P.S. Vasant Kunj, New Delhi.
Web: http://cbi.nic.in, E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639 g,
Police Station Vasant Kunj, New Delhi
DP/2819/SW/2026 Ph: 9958926582, 9958781467

DIPR/CP/SMCL/6006/2025-26

SEARCH

#|

Simpi Kumari

Procurement of 720 GSM
Kraft Corrugated Circular Disc
(5 Ply) - 97 CM for Unit-1

252613

007537 15.04.2026

29.04.2026

Procurement of Heat Treated
Ply Wood Pallets of various
sizes for Unit- 1.

252613

007555 20.04.2026

04.05.2026

Procurement of Latex - 2 (Pre
s:ﬁgfg Coat - SBR Binder) for Board
Machine (CCK) of TNPL Unit- II.

25.03.2026 09.04.2026

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section 84 BNSS
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Jeffery Robert S/o Osaro R/o Village Ambrhai Sector -
19, Dwarka Delhi also at 233, Gali No. 22, Vipin Garden
E i Delhi has Committed (or is suspected to have

Procurement of Liquid Non
Ferric Alum for Board Machine
(CCK) of TNPL Unit-1I.

252623

004313 12.05.2026

27.05.2026

Procurement of Sodium
Sulphate (In Jumbo Bags) for
SRP of TNPL Unit-Il.

252623

004321 02.05.2026

16.05.2026

Procurement of 90 GSM Plain
Kraft Sheets & Sheets of various
sizes (BF:24) for TNPL Unit-Il.

252623

004328 17.03.2026

01.04.2026

Procurement of Heavy Duty
252623 | LDPE Shrink Film Roll (70
004330 | micron) of various sizes for
TNPL Unit-1l.

18.04.2026 04.05.2026

Corrigendum if any will be issued in TNPL Website and NIC Portal
: www.tnpl.com /

only. For further details, please visit websites

https:/itntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app
DIPR/1570/Tender/2026

committed) the offence in case FIR No. 141/2022 U/s 21 (C) of
NDPS Act P.S. Mohan Garden, Delhi and it has been returned to
a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused
Jeffery Robert cannot be found and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said accused Jeffery Robert has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Jeffery
Robert of case FIR No. 141/2022 U/s 21 (C) of NDPS Act P.S.
Mohan Garden, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answerthe said complaint on or before 06.04.2026.
By Order
Ms. Bhavna Kalia
Additional Session Judge/ Special Judge (NDPS) - 01
South West, Court No. 610, Sixth Floor

DP/2830/DW/2026 (Court Matter) Dwarkai Courts, Delhi

EARCH FOR MISSING

General public is hereby informed that one
girl (depicted in the photo) Namely: Priyanka,
D/o. Man Singh, R/o: Purushotam Ka Makan,
Near Shani Mandir, Gali No. 4, Rana Park,
Siraspur, Delhi has been Missing/ Kidnapped
from this address since 27.02.2026 at 11.30
AM. In this regard a missing report case vide
A% FIR No.162/2026 dated 28.02.2026 U/S 137(2)
Priyanka Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 has been
lodged at P.§ Samaipur Badli, Outer North District, Delhi-110042.
Her Physical description is as under:-
Sex: Female, Age: 17 Years, Height: 5' 2", Complexion: Sallow,
Built: Thin, Face: Long, Wearing: Chocolate Color Suit Salwar, Red
Dupatta & Black Slippers.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
missing girl but no clue has come to light so far. If anyone having
any information about this girl please inform to the following.
Phone No.: 011-24368638, 011-24368641 | Fax no.: 011-24368639 |
Email id : cic@cbi.nic.in | Website : https://chi.nic.in SHO
P.S - Samaipur Badli, Delhi
Phone: 7065036326

DP/2799/0N/2026

Dist. For the Year 202526 Value of the

works: Rs.32,02,290/- Scheduled Open & Closing Date: 20.02.2026 at 17:30

Hrs 26.03.2026 at 16:00 Hrs.

T.No.e-606/CE/O&M/KTPP/BMD- |/ TGGENCO/2025-26

KTPP — Procurement of Steel wire Rope for Skyman make OCTO-800A sky

climber for boiler at Kakatiya Thermal Power Project, Chelpur (V), Jayashankar

Bhoopalapally Dist. Value of the works: Rs.15,05,166/- Scheduled Open &

Closing Date: 21.02.2026 at 10:30 Hrs 13.03.2026 at 10:30 Hrs.

For furt w. ngana.gov.n
6

188 m&
DIPR 1234-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2025-26 Dt: 04- 02

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that an
| unidentified male namely Unknown, S/o:
Unknown, R/o: Unknown was found in
ill condition on 22.02.2026 at 12:50 PM
Roadside, Pocket-6, Sector-2, Rohini,
Delhi. He was admitted in Dr. Baba
Saheb Ambedkar Hospital, Delhi vide
MLC No.-548/26. During the treatment
doctor declared him dead on 03.03.2026.
In this regard DD No. 38A, Ul/s: 194
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita,
2023, Dated: 22.02.2026 has been
lodged at Police Station South Rohini, Delhi. Physical
Description of unidentified male dead body is as under:

Name: Unknown, Age: 55 Years, Height: 5’6", Built: Thin,
Face: Long, Complexion: Shallow, Wearing: Green Colour
Shirt & Blue Colour Jeans.

If anyone have any information or clue about this male
deceased may kindly be inform undersigned.

SHO
Police Station South Rohini, Delhi
DP/2841/RD/2026 Ph.: 011-27512189, 8750870328

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSO
See Section 84 BNSS
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Chirag S/o Manoj Kumar R/o A-823, DDA Colony,
Khyala, Tilak Nagar, New Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case
registered vide FIR No. 249/2025 dated 18.09.2025 U/S
21/25/29 NDPS Act & 238 Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, PS
Crime Branch, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant
of arrest there upon issued that the said accused Chirag
can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said Chirag has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Chirag of
FIR No. 249/2025 dated 18.09.2025 U/S 21/25/29 NDPS
Act & 238 Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, PS Crime Branch is
required to appear before this court (or before me) to
answer the complaint on or before the day of 25.04.2026 at
10:00 am By Order,
Ms. Bhavna Kalia
Special Judge (NDPS)-01
Court No. 610. Sixth Floor, (South-West)
DP/2885/Crime/2026(Court Matter) Dwarka Courts, New Delhi

EARCH FOR MISSING

General Public is hereby informed that
one Female Namely: Ragini W/o Arvind
R/o H. No. B-792,Gali No-11, 2" Pusta
Sonia Vihar Delhi Sex: Female, Age: 21
Years, Height: 5', Complexion: Shallow,
Face: Round, Built: Strong, Wearing:
Unknown, has been missing since
10.02.2026 from H. No. B-792,Gali No-
11, 2nd Pusta Sonia Vihar Delhi From
The Jurisdiction of Police Station Sonia
Vihar Delhi,

In this regard DD No. 96A Dated
10.02.2026 has been registered at PS:
Sonia Vihar Delhi, Sincere efforts have been made by local
police to trace out the missing Female but no clue has come to
light so far. If anyone have any information about this missing
Female Please inform to the following.

Website : http://cbi.nic.in
E-Mail ID: cic@cbi.gov.in
Fax: 011-24368639
DP/2875/NE/2026

SHO
P.S.: Sonia Vihar Delhi
Mobile: 7065030399




THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI *

FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2026

TIMES CITY

11

Fountain Set Up For
Summit Vandalised

Was Installed At Cost Of z1.5L; FIR Lodged

Jatin Kumar

Neha.Mishra@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A newly installed
decorative fountain near the
LodhiRoad redlight towards Ni-
zamuddin has been vandalised
daysafter it was setup as part of
abeautification initiative.

Civic officials said an FIR
waslodged and apolice inves-
tigation was under way.

The fountain, installed by
MCD at a cost of Rs 1.5 1akh, is
in front of the fixed compactor
transfer station near Nizamud-
din Basti. A civic official said
the structure was damaged on
thenightof Feb20.

‘A decorative fountain...
was vandalised shortly after
the conclusion of the AT sum-
mit,” he told TOI, adding that
the project included the const-
ruction of boundary walls, pe-
destals and landscaping work
atmultiple locations.

The installation was part of
a larger beautification exercise
at several prominent areas of
the city such as Bharat Manda-
pam, Humayun Tomb and Lod-
hiHotel, and included the const-
ruction of boundary walls, pe-
destals and landscaping. Civic
officials said the fountain and
surrounding grass plantation
had improved the appearance
of thesiteafter it was installed.

The damage, detected on
the morning of Feb21, wasre-
ported to Nizamuddin police
station witharequest to iden-

tify those responsible.

Police havestarted an inves-
tigation. A suspect was repor-
tedly questioned, officials said.

Authorities  condemned
theactandstressed the need to
safeguard public infrastructu-
re created for urban improve-

ment and beautification.
Another senior official said:
“Oncethe investigation is comp-
lete, we will repair the fountain
as soon as possible. At present,
wearenot carryingout therepa-
irs to avoid interfering with the
ongoing investigation.”

Seven minors among eight held for
murder of 18-year-old in Azadpur

Times News NETWoRK

New Delhi: A 28-year-old man, along with se-
ven minors, was apprehended for allegedly
shooting dead an 18-year-old in northwest Del-
hi’s Azadpur last month, police said on Thurs-
day. The accused had planned the attack to av-
enge the murder of an accomplice, but ended

upkilling the teen instead.

Theincidenttook place on Feb 22 near the ma-
in gate of MCD colony, where Ishant had gone to
attend a wedding. When police reached the spot,
they found himlyinginapoolof blood with guns-
hot injuries. The victim was taken to a Hospital,
where doctors declared him brought dead.

Seven empty cartridges and four live car-

tridges were recovered from the spot. A motor-

cycle without a number plate and the victim's

scooter were also found abandoned there. A ca-
se wasregistered. After evidence was duly cor-
roborated, Mohit Pal (28) was identified and
nabbed. Mohit, a habitual offender, was invol-
vedinsixcriminal cases pertaining to attemp-
ted murder, robbery, snatching and theft.

During interrogation, Mohit said that the

group met at Bhalswa village and hatched a
plan to kill one Narender, an accused in the
2024 murder of Mohit’s accomplice Deepak,
who was expected to attend the wedding after
he was out on parole. However, when they co-
uld not find him, they shot Ishant, believing
himto be associated with Narender.

Mist system
on 1k street
lights to curb
air pollution

AlokKNMishra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The DelhiPublic
Works Department has plan-
nedto install water sprinkler
systems on 1,000 street lights
across the capital.

It is part of anti-pollution
measures under which the
PWDhasstarted greeningand
beautification work at 47 ro-
undabouts. These green walls,
aimed at improving urban
aesthetics and air quality, will
be equipped with automated
drip irrigation systems that
will run on recycled water
from nearby sewage treat-
ment plants, PWD minister
Parvesh Verma said. Alongsi-
de this initiative, PWD also
completed the rejuvenation of
10major parks across Delhi.

“To combat air pollu-
tion, PWD is widely deploy-
ingsprinkler and mistspray
systems. Sprinklers were
proposed for 1,000 street-
light poles, with 271 units al-
ready installed and 305 mist
spray systems operational.
It will help strengthen dust
controland improveairqua-
lity,” Verma said.

APWDreportsaid thatat
47 roundabouts, safe and en-
vironment-friendly green co-
ver is being developed. Nati-
ve plants and shrubs, suited
to the local climate and soil,
were selected because green
cover plays a key role in cur-
bingroad dust and pollution.

Apart from pollution
control measures, the de-
partment has also reported
progress on road infrastruc-
ture, flyovers and citywide
redevelopment in 2025-26.
Among the major projects
completed during the period
were the Nand Nagri-Gagan
Cinema flyover and Loni
Chowk underpass in northe-
ast Delhi. Builtata cost of Rs
341.20 crore, the 820-metre,
six-lane flyover opened on
Sept28lastyear.

Work on a large-scale
end-to-end road redevelop-
ment programme covering
1,440 km across the capital
wasalsostarted. Theupgra-
ded corridors will feature
redesigned footpaths, pe-
destrian-friendly infrast-
ructure and green belts.

Land acquisition

case.

No relief for

DANICS officer

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: DelhiHigh Court
hasdismissed aplea by agovt
officer challenging procee-
dings for allegedly misusing
his position in a sensitive
land acquisition matter.

The court refused relief to
the DANICS (Delhi, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands Civil Ser-
vice) officer challenging a di-
sciplinary penalty imposed on
him and upheld an earlier de-
cision of Central Administra-
tive Tribunal (CAT) in connec-
tion with the penalty imposed
for the misconduct.

In 2016, when the officer
was serving as a land acquisi-
tion collector in the city, he

Under Land
Acquisition Act, the
court observed, once
land vests with govt,
the land acquisition
collector has no
authority to restore
the land or reverse
the acquisition by
accepting a refund
of compensation

had, according to a complaint,
issued an order allowing the
refund of more thanRs 3.3 cro-
re and treated the acquisition
proceedings as concluded.

Ttwasbroughttotheatten-
tionof seniorauthoritiesthat
this order was passed after
his transfer and he allegedly
preponed the date of the hea-
ringin the case.

Following this, disciplina-
1y proceedings were initiated
against the officer; with eno-
ugh evidence found to frame
chargesagainsthimononeac-
count: that the officer had ac-
ted in haste and without follo-
wing proper procedure, which
constituted misconduct.

The disciplinary authori-
ty had imposed penalties, in-
cluding reduction of pay sca-
le for three years, suspension

of promotion during that pe-
riod, postponement of future
increments, and alteration of
seniority. On appeal, the govt
authority upheld the penalty.
The officer challenged the
punishment before CAT, which
dismissed his plea in July 2021,
though it allowed him to sub-
mit a representation seeking
reduction of the penalty. When
the representation was also re-
jected, the officer approached
the high court in 2025, nearly fo-
uryearsafter the CAT decision.
Dealing first with the delay,
the high courtnoted that the of-
ficer had failed to provide an
adequate explanation for the
delay inapproachingthe court.
1t also rejected the argument
that rejection of his represen-
tation constitutedafresh cause
of action, clarifying that CAT
gave himliberty only for the re-
consideration of the penalty
and did notreopen the case.
The courtruled that the pe-
tition was barred by delay and
laches, but added that even on
the issue of merit, it found no
justification to interfere.
Under Land Acquisition
Act, the court observed, once
land vests with govt, the land
acquisition collector has no
authority torestore theland or
reverse the acquisition by ac-
cepting a refund of compensa-
tion. The officer failed to iden-
tify any legal provision per-
mitting him to issue such an
order, the courtnoted, asitalso
dismissed the officer’s claim
that he had acted in a quasi-ju-
dicial capacity, basinghisdeci-
siononlegal opinion.
Thehigh courtstated thatin
disciplinary proceedings, co-
urts might intervene only in ca-
sesof seriousprocedural illega-
lity or violation of natural justi-
ce, neither of which was de-
monstrated in the current case.
The officer’s plea of discri-
mination was also rejected,
where he had claimed his suc-
cessor was granted relief in the
same matter. HC found the suc-
cessormerely implemented the
order rather than passingit.

Man shot dead on Holi by
girlfriend’s brother in Noida

Noida: A 39-year-old property dealer was allegedly shot dead by
his girlfriend’s brother near a housing society’s market area in
Sector 75on Holiafternoon, after a confrontation over their extra-
marital relationship.

The victim, Sahil Singhal, a resident of Ivy County, was shot
multiple times during an argument. Police have taken four people
into custody, including Singhal’s girlfriend Priya Solanki (27), her
brothers Nikhil Solanki and Lokesh Solanki, and an associate
identified as Lucky.

According to police, Singhal and Priya had been in a relation-
ship for about four years. They met while Singhal was working at
aproject site in Greater Noida West.

Investigators said Priya learned about three years ago that
Singhal was married and had two children. After that, tensions
grew between the two. Police said Priya allegedly demanded mon-
ey and pressured Singhal to divorce his wife and marry her, some-
thing he was unwilling todo. ™~

BIENNIAL SERVICE RATE CONTRACT OF
HT MOTOR OVERHAULING,
METALIZING, DYNAMIC BALANCING &

TRUENESS CHECKING
UNDER DIFFERENT DEPTT. OF KTPS
Notice Inviting E-Te

Ref No. WBPDCL/Tend-Adv/25-26/KTPS| 51

NIT No: WBPDCUKTFSINITIEZB“IZS 26

E-Tenders in prescribed format are invited at https://wbtenders.gov.in by the General
Manager, . WBPDCL from eligible Agencies/Companies in 2 Part bid system for
“Biennial service Rate contract of HT motor overhauling, me(allz g, dynamic
balancing & trueness checking under different depti. of KTP:
Document Download Start Date: 10.03.2026 at 14:00 Hrs Bld Submi
Date: 06.04.2026 at 14.00 Hrs. Contact Person: Mr. Krisanu Gupta, Sr. Manager(PS)
(Contract Cell), KTPS. Contact No.: . E-mail :
For details please visit: gov.in ic}

WBPDCL
umwnlmsmvmu

Dtd: 27/02/26

7 BIENNIAL MAINTENANCE
X CONTRACT FOR HORTICULTURE

wspPpcL | AND LANDSCAPING ACTIVITIES
UA01MNBISSSSGCIStSh AT KTPS TOWNSHIP

Ref No. WBPDCL/Tend:
NIT No: WBPDCL/KTPS/NIT/E3847].

E-Tenders in prescribed format are invited at https://wbtenders.gov.in by the
General Manager, KTPS, WBPDCL from eligible Agencies/Companies in 2 Part bid
system for: "Biennial Contract for andL

activities at KTPS Township" er Document Download Start Date:
06.03.2026 at 10.30 AM., Bid Submission End Date : 30.03.2026 up to 16.00 PM.
Contact Person: Mr. Utpal Chakraborty. Contact No.: 9874189135. E-mail:
co.in. Fordetails pi gov.in

ICA-T6127(3)/2026

Government of West Bengal

Office of the District Magistrate, Jalpaiguri
(Nezarath Section)

e-tender is invited by the District Magistrate, Jalpaiguri, online Item Wise/
percentage rate/ two bid system tender at https://wbtenders.gov.in for
the following work :
NIT No. 10/MM/NZT/JAL/2026 Date: 05.03.2026
Tender ID: 2026_DMJ_1018070_1
Name of Work : PRINTING BINDING SUPPLY OF ENVOLEPS FORMS
BOOKLET FOR GENERAL ELECTION TO WBLA 2026 FOR THE
DISTRICT MAGISTRATE JALPAIGURI.
Earnest Money - Rs. 20000/-

Memo No.: 68(2)/ADVT/DICO/JAL Dated : 05.03.2026

RANSMISSION CORPORATION OF
ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED

VIDYUT SOUDHA::VIJAYAWADA
U31909AP1998SGC1072: Web: www.aptran:
NOTIFICATION
NOTIFICATION No. CGM (HRD udmm/ns Per)/AS/PO(ES I)/E-3159245/2026,
Dt: 0
Ref:- NOTIFICATION No. CGM (HRD &AdmInIDS Per)/ASIPO(ES 1)/E-3094490/2026,

(AGoy

CIN.

Last date for submission of apphcanons for the posts of Centre Head,

Inmauvs Lead and Commumty Lead for !he “WEF-AP Centre for Energy

TIMES 4SC€

‘www.timesascent.com

your career

nt

& CyberResil from 14.02.2026 to
16.03.2026. For details visit www.aptransco.gov.in.
Place: Vijayawada & Date: 05.03.2026
RO No. GMCC/APTRANSCO0/62/26

Sd/- CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (HRD)

TIMES aSCe

your career

www.timesascent.com

1

Shri Vile Parle Kelavani Mandal's
DWARKADAS J. SANGHVI COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

CIN: L65190MH200460I148838

Regd. Office: IDBI Bank Ltd, IDBI Tower,
WTC Complex, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai —
Tel: 022-66553355
IDBI Bank Ltd.
Advertisement No. 6 & 7/2025-26
Recruitment of Assistant Manager - Grade 'A'
Junior Assistant Manager - Grade '0'

400005

GOVERNMENT OF WE

THE DURGAPUR PROJECTS LIMITED
(A Govt. of West Bengal Enterprise)
CIN NO : U40102WB19615GC025250

Corrigendum Notice for e-Auction
Critical Dates for following e auction IDs and land parcels of DPL are extended

NGA

2026-27 land Parcel | Mouza&JLNo | E-AuctionNo | Area | Type of Use
ank Ltd. invites online jor the following positions : Land Block: 30; "
{AUFONOMORIS) DB Bank Lid Inyies onl ons forthe follow i /BOPL/PUR/LAND/38/25-{ 5.008 | Residential and
Plot No. U-15, Juhu Scheme, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Vile Parle (West), Mumbai 400 056 S.N. Position Tentative Vacancies Khatian: ?;3021; Plog 26/A Dated 06.01.2026 | Acres | Commercial
MINORITY 1. Assistant Manager — Grade A' .
APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE FOLLOWING POSTS FROM THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-26. 2 JAM - Grade ‘0’ (Regional) 1100 KhL:‘:‘:n?’;’;;fl?g’im 85 |WBDPL/PUR/LAND/38/25/ 1.683 | Institutional
g0 06,01 A
UNAIDED =1 For eligibilty criteria (age, qualification etc.), requisite fees and other No: 324 /B Dated 0ROL2006 | ACTSS | ol
Subject Category Cadre Subject Category details, please visit the ‘Careers’ section of the Bank's website Land Block: 40; | thpur- 85 WBDPL/PURJLAND/38/25- 6,192 | Residentialand
PROFESSOR ASSOCIATE Computer Science and pwibbarkls ] sy o | s | s | o
Information Technology | 01-OPEN PROFESSOR Engineering (10T and 01-OPEN Oiling Windo=March 6, 2026 NarEhild, 2020, Land Block: 41; [ P—
- i - 5. esidential an
Total No. of Cyber Security with ::g::nzg)ﬂ‘l’::(nsl;;seewestne right to accept or reject any/ all application(s) Wlthcmasslgsr:‘v:“g :r:;z Khanar\ 5901 Plot| Gopinathpur- 85| W;sl}?é:l:zl&%li{;:ﬁs STAS: et
Posts: 01 No Block Chain Technology) b published on he Bank's website (carer secton) wkaedbibank.n and ot hrough any ofher Tand Blotkits
Computer Engineering 01-OPEN ASSOCIATE K mode. Candidats qularly visitthe website as above, for Khatian: 5801, plot| GOPInathpur- 85|WBDPL/PUR/LAND/38/25- 15.15 | Residential and
PROFESSOR Electronics and Place - Mumbai General Manager- HR No: 532 532/552 26/E Dated 06.01.2026 | Acres | Commercial
: Total N £ Telecommunication 01-OPEN
Computer Science OraliNg |10/ Engineering OGN HTens sIERaar Last DatesufBld Submission has been extended till 31.03.2026 For participation:
and Engineering GRS Posts: 01 No NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY AGARTALA [l [kt 8 T RO
(Data Science) ASSISTANT Barjala, Jirania (W) Tripura - 799046 =
_— ; PROFESSOR . No. F.NITA.2(545-Estt)/2022/11450 Date: 23.02.2026
Aglacxa:ﬁteltgen?e 01-OPEN Total No. of Information Technology 01-OPEN FACULTY RECRUITMENT NOTICE GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
andMaching Learning Posts: 01 No Applications are invled or recrument fo the posts of Professor and Assosiate .
Professor atNIT Agartalain £ i 'SC PREPARATION NOW AT YOUR DOORSTEP
ASSISTANT two steps: (1) The applicants need to apply through online application Satyendra Nath Tagore Civil Services Study Centre
Mechanical Engineerin 01-OPEN PROFESSOR ; o submission system available on the Institute website (htttp://www.nita.ac.in/). =
e & Total No. of Computer Engineering | 03-OPEN (2) In the next step, the printed copy of the filled in application along with all announces Admission Call for aspirants to
Posts: 03 N selfattested documents are to be submitted to the Registrar, NIT Agartala. IAS / IFS / IPS and Allied Services
o ! DELX> oS Applicants are requested to go through the details of posts, educational — == 2 d
Artificial Intelligence(Al) | 01-OPEN ASSISTANT qualifications, experience, others criteria and instructions for selection to faculty Applications are invited from candidates appearing for the
: jons, which o onthe ol b s s = e s
TGl | Convuerscnceans | or-0PenN || | Buimtoni " o™ W GG G Nath Togore Civil Services Study Cenire
Electronics and Total No. of Engineering (Data Science) Last date of Submission of online application ~ : 31.03.2026 Y g : y wen
Telecommunication 01-OPEN Posts: 01 No Last date of receipt of printed copy of application : 15.04.2026 (SNTCSSC) for a 10-month Composite Course for Prelims
X ) policy for different category will be applicable as per Govt. of India and Mains Examinations, including Mock Test Series and
Engineering ASSISTANT norms. Applicants are to submit their online applications and subsequently the Mock Interviews, starting from July 2026.
ASSOCIATE ::?;ENS:?:? Am&ma:rﬁe?gem.:e and | 02-OPEN ::g‘gf‘éfg s}’;;ﬂg;;a’;:%#fg:&?ﬁ withall supporting dnc”mem’:&b‘;;‘:;: ® Premier and nationally reputed Coaching Institutes and
PROFESSOR Infe ion Technol 02-OPEN 0 achine’Leaming eminent faculty of the country are associated with SNTCSSC.
Total No. of nformation Technology Posts: 02 Nos = e el s . g
¥ H H H « Classes will be held in physical mode by eminent an
Bostsi0zINos ASSISTANT Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar u"“’_ers“v: Agra nationally acclaimed faculty specialised in training UPSC
:::g:s'g;i ﬁ_:?:f:ﬂsz? Mechanical Engineering | 03-OPEN (Formerly Agra University, Agra) (CSE) aspirants
Total No. of Computer Engineering | 02-OPEN | | PR EY T4 Advertisement No: DBRAU/RW/2026/A26- A7 Date: 28-02-2026 | || * Course fee per month is Rs.1000/- for Unreserved category
Pasiatins .Nos S RECRUITMENT NOTICE candidates and Rs.SOQ/- for Res:erved category candidates.
ASSISTANT o In continuation of Advertisement No. DBRAU/RW/2026/A01-| | * ONLY those who will appear in the UPSC CSE 2027 are
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR Engineering (IOT and Cyber| 01-OPEN A h P - . eligible to apply.
. S ; < 25 dated 20.01.2026, online applications are invited in the
PROFESSOR Computer Scienceand | 03-OPEN Total No. of Security with Block Chain i illi i
Total No. of Engineering (Data Science) Posts: 01 No Prescnbed format for filling regular posts of Assnstapl Prpfessor
Posts: 03 Nos = Technology) in the subjects of Zoology and Physics at the University. The Monday. 3.00 pm.
= last date for submission of the online application form is "
ASSISTANT ; ; - ; S ADMISSION TEST date will be announced on
ASSOCIATE o . P::FSESASOR Electronics and 17.04.2026. A printout of the duly filled online application form, website in due course of time,
PROFESSOR Artificial Intelligence 02-OPEN Total No. of Telecommunication 10-OPEN along with the annexure, must reach the office of the Registrar " -
Total No. of and Machine Learning Posts: 10 Nos Engineering by registered post on or before 27.04.2026 up to 05:00 PM. For FOR FURTHER DETAILS: visit www.csscwb.in
Posts: 02 Nos online application, please visit the University Samarth Portal ICANS2141/2026
ASSOCIATE ASSISTANT https://dbraurec.samarth.edu.in Further information is
PROFESSOR . o PROFESSOR . . avallgble on the University website http:/www.dbrau.ac.in/ GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENG.
Total No. of Mechanical Engineering | 02-OPEN Total No. of Applied Mathematics 01-OPEN Applicants are advised to apply before the lastdate. Registrar
Posts: 02 Nos Posts: 01 No DIRECTORATE OF CHILD RIGHTS & TRAFFICKING
SHAISHALI (3" FLOOR), DF BLOCK, SECTOR-I.
For Professor (Horizontal Reservation) - Women — 02 Posts. | For Associate Professor (Horizontal Reservation):- Persons with Disability Total Posts - 01 BANARAS HINDU S A]fT LAKE. K)’OL.KATA-700064 ?
(A Group-B./LV.-01 Post) | Sportsmen — 01 Post & Women — 04 Posts | For Assistant Professor (Horizontal Reservation):- Persons with Disability Total A
Posts - 01 (A Group-B./LV.-01 Post) | Sportsmen — 01 Post & Women — 07 Posts. U N |VER SITY Memo no:215 /CRT Date: 26.02.2026
The above posts are open to all, however candidates from any category can apply for the post. = Notice for Selection
Re.serv.atior'\ forwomen w_i!l be.as per University CirFuIar No.:BCC/16/74/1998 dateg 10" March, 1998. 4% reservation shall be for the persons An Institution of National Importance established by an Act of Parliament Online applications are invited from eligible candidates for
with disability as per University Circular No. Special Cell/ICC/2019-20/05 dated 05" July, 2019. " " 5 5 = jal K e of. il 2 d
Candidates having knowledge of Marathi will be preferred. Banaras Hindu UmVefS'W established a DST serving as Sacial Worker Member o ‘h'“.len.l e Justice Bm.lr
The Educational Qualification, Experience and pay-scale for the post of and are as Sponsored Sophisticated Ana|yﬁca| Technical fgr Jhar%Ta.m a;ld Pm:?/a Blalrdhamban dlSt}'lCtS. Fdo‘—}’dew‘!j}
prescribed by the UnlversltyofMumhal,AICTEand DTE from time to time. 3 L the website L"LMM an _"L
Please refer University Circular No T / / &07/22/3 03 0-3 032 f&i 32 STHaTEY, R0R2 for qualifications and experience at the time of Help Institute (SATH|) inits campus. To operate wedsw.wb, qv.m/ dert may be ‘“51‘3‘? Tlf‘e willing candidates
interview. e X K may apply in the prescribed application format through
Applicants who are already employed must send their application through proper channel. these facilites in a professional manner, ONLINE PORTAL ONLY from 06-03-2026. The portal
Applicants are required to account for breaks, if any, in their academic career. application are invited for the post of Chief will be closed at 5 PM of 26-03-2026.
Applications with full details should reach THE PRINCIPAL, DWARKADAS J.SANGHVI COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING, PLOT NO. U-15, JUHU . y ) Sd/-
SCHEME, BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMIMARG, VILE PARLE (W), MUMBAI 400056 within 15 days from the date of publication of this advertisement. Operating Officer on contractual basis. For Member Secretary, Selection Committee
Thisis University approved advertisement. § i . 7 ¥
Sd/- details visit https://www.bhu.ac.in/ . . and _
PRINCIPAL : ? Director, Directorate of Child Rights and Trafficking
It is advised to submit the along with V online through Career Section on www.djsce.ac.in. Site/TempVacancyDetail/1_2_ 162207 Government of West Bengal. canoiz)206




3 /1 [{@& CREATE YOUR OWN
(20 CUSTOM QR CODES

WHAT IT SOLVES: Simplifies sharing com

lex URLS,

Wi-Fi passwords, or digital business cards without

typing long strings of text.

WHAT TO DO: Use QR code generator tools to create
customised QR code for an instant, no-app solution.

STEPS:

Prepare your link: Copy the exact URL or
text you want to encode.

Choose a tool: Open a verified generator
like Canva or Adobe Express. ‘

Input data: Paste your link into the

“URL" field.

Customise: Adjust colors for high contrast (dark
code on a light background works best).

[~ Download: Save as a PNG for digital use or

Ja high-res PDF for printing.
CAREFUL: Always test your code with your

phone camera before printing. Static QR
codes cannot be edited once generated; if
the URL changes, the code breaks.

Hacks are based on verified public sources. Readers
are advised to follow official websites & updated rules

Tip from neha.sainil@timesinternet

Holi dips turn fatal
for 32 in Gujarat

huleti (Holi) celebrations

turned into mourning
across Gujarat Wednesday, with
at least 32 people drowning
after venturing into rivers,
canals and ponds for a dip after
the festivities. Surat reported at
least 10 deaths, while seven
people, including three children,
died in Ahmedabad district. Five
people lost their lives in
Mahisagar district. In Surat's
Pansara village, a group of
youths entered Kim river for a
dip, but three were pulled
underwater by strong currents.
Four of five men who stepped
into Mindhola river near Isroli
village in the district lost their
lives. In Surat city, three friends
entered Tapi river. Two drowned
while one swam to safety. T

STA ' STICS Aslice of life in numbers

On Ukhand roads, a hero
isn’t too hard to find

Many road accident victims lose their lives after missing the
critical ‘golden hour’ for medical treatment. Uttarakhand has
the highest number of good Samaritans honoured under the
Rah-Veer scheme for helping victims reach hospitals in time

v khand

Raah-Veer scheme

Bmar

Teen gang-raped by
4incar, 3 heldin UP

16-year-old girl was allegedly

abducted by four men from
a Holi fest and gang-raped in a
car parked near the fields in
UP's Bulandshahr on Wednesday
evening. The teen told cops that
she pleaded for mercy but her
cries for help got drowned amid
the loud music from the fest
venue. Her family later found
her in an unconscious condition
in the field. Circle officer,
Bhaskar Mishra, said, “An FIR
was registered against three
identified and one unidentified
men. Three of the accused have
been arrested.” The girl's family
said the men, who were
inebriated, forcibly took her to a
nearby field. There, they took
turns to sexually assault her
inside a stationary vehicle. T~

Statewise no. of people awarded under

Gujarat
I Rajasthan

Source: Ministry of road transport and. Iughways

Amid conflict, India & US talk o
insurance for energy shipments

Move Aimed At
Protecting Buyers
From Disruptions

TNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi: India is discuss-
ing with the US the possibility
of securing marine insurance
cover for vessels transporting
oil and gas from West Asia to
protect buyers from potential
supply disruptions due to con-
flict, officials said Thursday.
The move came days after
US President Donald Trump
said he had asked the US Inter-
national Development Fi-
nance Corporation to provide
political risk insurance and
financial guarantees for
maritime trade in the Gulf.
Trumphad alsosaid that, if re-
quired, the US Navy could be-
gin escorting oil tankers
through the Strait of Hormuz.

TIMES NATION
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India gets over 40% of its impoed crude, 65o of

natural gas and 90% of cooking gas supplies from UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Kuwait through the Strait of
Hormuz, which has been disrupted due to the West Asia

crisis. Tanker movement through this narrow channel
has almost come to a halt because of the conflict

“We are in touch with US
authorities to secure cover
from the International Devel-
opment Finance Corporation
for vessels transitingthe Strait
of Hormugz,” an official said.

India gets over 40% of its
imported crude, 60-65% of nat-

ural gas and 90% of cooking
gas supplies from UAE, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and Kuwait
through this narrow channel,
which has been disrupted
due to the conflict. Tanker
movement through the Strait
of Hormuz has almost come

Maha cabinet
approves law on
anti-conversion

Mumbai: Maharashtra cabi-
net has approved an anti-con-
version law aimed at address-
ing cases of ‘love jihad’, state
fisheries and ports minister
Nitesh Rane said Thursday
Thelaw will be called the Maha»
rashtra  Free-
dom of Religion
Act2026, hesaid.
The bill is
likely tobe intro-
duced in ongo-
ing budget ses-
sion and could then be referred
to a joint select committee of
both houses of the legislature.
Rane said that before the
2024 state assembly polls, the
Mahayuti had promised that a
new anti-conversion law
would be brought in “by a Hin-
dutva govt.” “For that, many
workers of Hindutva fought,
struggled, protested, and even
gavetheirlives...Icansay with
pride, a very capable anti-con-
version law has been approved
by the cabinet,” he added.
Officials said the bill will
address cases of forced reli-
gious conversions, an issue
which isoften described by BJP
netas as ‘love jihad.” Rane said
Maharashtra’s law will be
stronger than similar laws in
Gujaratand Madhya Pradesh.
—Chaitanya Marpakwar

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt
has barred “political, ideo-
logical and communal ac-
tivities” in private schools
through amendments to
the Tamil Nadu Private
Schools (Regulation) Rules.
Quoting amended rules,
agovtorder issued by school
education dept on March 2
said: “No school premises
canbe used, either during or
outsideschoolhours, for pro-
grammes, meetings or activ-
ities by external persons
or organisations that are po-
litical, ideological, commu-
nalor divisive in nature”.
“Land, buildings and fa-
cilities of recognised pri-
vate schools should be used
primarily for academic in-
struction, co-curricular
activities, extracurricular
programmes, student wel-
fare initiatives and school
functions conducted under
authority of the education-
alagency,” said the order.
Similar activities in govt
schools were prohibited in
2024 after an event attended

by self-styled religious prea-
cher Mahavishnu drew flak.
The amendment comes
against the backdrop of a
row over Sri Saraswathi Vi-
dyalaya, a private school in
Cuddalore, permitting a
camp by Seva Bharati, an or-
ganisation linked to a right-
wing outfit, during a holiday
in Dec last year. The school
was issued a show-cause no-
tice for permitting the event.
The school challenged
the action before Madras
HC, contending that Rule
9(jj) of TN Recognised Pri-
vate Schools (Regulation)
Rules, 1974, which bars drills
or training by people from
outside the institute, does
not apply on non-working
days. In its plea, the school
alleged the notice was is-
sued in run-up to polls in the
interests of the governing
party, and that govt machin-
ery wasbeingused “asanin-
strument of oppression.”
Govt authorities, how-
ever, said the amendment
was brought to introduce a
clearruletopreventdisrup-
tion of academic spaces by
anynon-academicactivity.

TN bars pol activities in
pvt schools after row
over right-wing event

toahaltbecause of thecrisis.
The official, however, said
that before the IDFC can pro-
vide such cover, a corpus
worth hundreds of millions
of dollars will have to be set
up. The premium for the in-
surance will have to be paid
by parties contracting the
cargo, the official added.
Trump stepped in after
global reinsurers Protection
and Indemnity (P&I) clubs
announced cancellation of
war risk insurance for vessels
transiting the strait and Ira-
nian waters. The cancellations
are effective from this week.
Amid more tankers com-
ingunder attack fromIran, in-
surance market Lloyd's of
London said Thursday it is en-
gaging with US authorities on
Trump’splanasoil pricesrise.
The US administration is
yet to announce details of the
insurance plan two days after
Trumphadsaid thathisorde:
was “effective immediately”.

IAF Sukhoi goes
missing after
Assam take-off

Guwahati: A Su-30MKI fight-
er jet of the Indian Air Force
went missing Thursday eve-
ning shortly after taking off
from Jorhat air base in Upper
Assam, prompting a large
search in Karbi Anglong fol-
lowing coordinates where ra-
dar contact was lost. The area
is known for dense forests and
rugged hills, conditions that
often complicate aerial sur-
veillance and ground access.
Contact with the Sukhoi
fighter was lost at 7.42pm, ac-
cording to defence spokesper-
son Lt Col M Rawat. Search
teams and air assets were mo-
bilisedtolocate theaircraftand
determine the fate of its crew.
“Speculation should be avoid-
ed until the search operation
yieldsresults,” Rawat said.
Indian Air Force wrote on
X (formerly Twitter) that
“details are being ascer-
tained”. The long-range, twin-
engine fighter capable of air
superiority and ground at-
tack missions forms the back-
bone of TAF’s combat fleet.
Su-30MKI is a two-seater
multirolelong-rangefighter jet
developed by Russian aircraft
manufacturer Sukhoi. It isnow
built under licence by HAL
forTAF. TheIAF operatesafleet
of over 260 Su-30MKI jets. Tnn

Times News NETwWoRK

New Delhi: The USisveryex-
cited about the trade deal
with India, now at the “finish
line”, as it can unlock almost
limitless potential, visiting
US deputy secretary of state
Christopher Landau said.
He also expressed hope that
the US, India and others
would work together for a
transition in West Asia
that allows the region

n Deal almost done but
won't repeat mistake
with China: US dy secy

the govt of India is account-
able to its people,” he said,
describing India as a coun-
try of unlimited potential.
Landau said he could
think of no better alternative
source of energy for India
than the US. “We are an ener-
gy-rich country; we want to
cooperate with you... We will
work with you to ensure your
energy needs are met in the
short as well as the
longterm,” hesaid.

toreachanewnormal.
On bilateral ties,
Landau said the US

On multilateral ties,
hesaidUSisnotachar-
ity organisationforthe

will not repeat mis-
takes made with China
that allowed Beijing to be
come a competitor “India
should understand that we're
not going to make the same
mistakes we made with Chi-
na 20 years ago in terms of
saying we'll let you develop
these markets and the next
thing we know, you're beating
us in commercial events,” he
said at the Raisina Dialogue.
“We'regoingtomakesure
whatever we do is fair to our
people, because we have to be
accountable to them, just as

UN. “I'm not here to do
social work or charity;
I'mherebecauseit’s inour in-
terest, and we think it’s in In-
dia’s interest, to deepen our
ties. It has to be based on reci-
procity and mutual respect,”
he said, stressing America
Firstisnot America Alone.
On Iran, he said prevent-
ingdevelopment of anuclear
weapon wasaUSred line that
“did not work”. “Ultimately,
theIranianpeoplehavetode-
cide their leadership,” Lan-
dau said, expressing hope
foraregional “newnormal.”

Arvind.Chauhan
@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: A 37-year-old train
driver (loco pilot) in Lucknow
removed his trousers when
asked by a senior rail official
for “proof” of illness to get
medical leave extension after
arecent surgery for piles.
The March 2 episode was
recorded on phone and went
viral, triggering sharp reac-
tions and leading to the loco
pilot's brief suspension be-
fore it was revoked. The rail-
way union called the feud
unfortunateand claimed the
driver was “harassed”.
“Despiteshowingmedical
documents, the sick memo
was not issued. I was repeat-
edly asked for proof. In des-
peration, I pulled down my
trousers to show my surgical
wound so thathe could under-
stand the seriousness of my
condition,” the driver said.
Thedriver (shunter), post-
ed at Lucknow’s Charbagh
station, had the surgery on

Denied med leave, train
driver pulls down pants
to show ‘proof’ of surgery

Feb 22 with leave till Feb 28.
However, as his wounds had
not fully healed, he sought ex-
tension after consulting a
railway doctor; who advised
him to obtain the mandatory
“sick memo from his office.
The driver claimed the of-
ficial declined to issue the
memo and allegedly asked
himtoresumeduty, repeated-
ly demanding proof of his
medical condition. Follow-

_BELOW THE BELT_

ing the spat, union represen-
tatives approached senior of-
ficials, leading to the issue of
the memo and extension of
thedriver'sleave tillMarch8.
However, after visuals of
the episode went viral, the
senior official filed a com-
plaint accusingthe driver of
obscenity and misbehav-
iour. The driver was sus-
pended on March 3. But the
order was revoked on March
4 as the row escalated and
rail staff backed the driver.

IRCON IHTERNATIUHAL LIMITED

NAVRATNA C¢

Hean

e-Tender No.: IRCON/ 26/R1 Dated: 05.03.2026
e-Tender for and on behalfof The Ministry of Road Transpur\ & Highways through National Highways &
Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited (NHIDCL) is invited from bidders mesting qualifying

(A Govt. of India u"denak ing)
Website : www.ircon.org, CIN - L45203DL1976G0I008171

e-Procurement Notnc:

INDIAN SHIP TECHNOLOGY CENTRE
INDIAN MARITIME UNIVERSITY

(A Central University Under Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways)
Gandhigram-Visakhapatnam-530005
Advt. No/ISTC/R/Contract/2026/001
Contract Engagement
Applications are invited from Indian Nationals for the following posts on
Contract basis at Indian Ship Technology Centre (ISTC):

05" March 2026

for the work of “C of Twin tube Uni-directional Aizawal Bypass Tunnel of
length 2.5km andits approaches o 2.1 K fom Km 10.600to Km 15,200 (Package-2) on Sairang- Sl.No | Name ofthe Post No. of Posts
Mode" (Pkg:- Civil Works). 1. Project Engineer (Consultancy) 1
Estimated Cost of Work | Rs.33629Cr. 2 Project Engineer (Data Centre) 1
Last date & Time of e-Bid Submissi | 25.03.2026 at 15:00 Hrs. 3. Project Officer (Training) T
For further details, visit website i c.,mgendum ifany, would be For further details regardlng the eligibility criterla i.e., Age, Education
please visit

C-4, District Cenlie Sakel New Delhi- 110017

www.imu.edu.in & www.i |muvedu in

INDRAPRASTHA INSTITUTE of
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DELHI

I I I r) (A State University established by Govt. of NCT Delhi)
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR CONSTRUCTION
OF DATA CENTER AT IlIT-DELHI

Indraprastha Institute of Information Technology-Delhi (IlIT-D),
created by an Act of Govt. of NCT of Delhi, invites EQI for the|
construction of DATA Center. A detailed EOl Document is available|

on the website of the Institute at https://www.iiitd.ac.in/tenders.
The last date for st 1 of bids is 20" March 2026 3:00PM.

Centre Director (I/c)

BANGALORE WATER SUPPLY
AND SEWERAGE BOARD

Office of the Chief Engineer (East), 6th Floor,
Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road, Bangalore-560 009.

IFT No..BWSSB/CE(E)/ACE(E)-/DCE(M}-TA(E)/S140/ 2025-26 Da
INVITATION FOR TENDER - 2nd Call

(Only through KPP Portal)

BWSSB invites tenders in two stage tender system from eligible
tenderers for the Work of Providing, Laying & Linking 600mm dia
Feeder main MS water pipeline & Trenchless works to improve
water supply facilities Hoodi Ward & Surrounding areas and
Cross roads coming under AEE(E)-1-1 Sub division. Indent No: 3153

Amount putto Tender : Rs.305.68 lakhs.  EMD: Rs. 4.59 Lakhs.
The last date for submission of completed tender document is on
12.03.2026 upto 16.00 hrs. and Date of opening of tender on
13.03.2026 after 16:00 hrs. The details regarding particip in

Horticultural And D
Bagwani Bhawan,D- 47, Pankha Road, Insmullonal
Area Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058
Phone No.: 011-28524150/2852221/,28525129
E-mail: delhi@nhrdf.com Website: www.nhrdf.org

Ref.No: NHRDF/HO/Tender/AD-51/2025-26/4611 Dated:18.02.2026
Notice Inviting
for
Engagement of Agency for Design, Development implementation &
Maintenance of NHRDF Seed Portal and Mobile Application

National Horticultural Research and Development Foundation (NHRDF), New Delhi,

invites bids in sealed covers from eligible, reputed and experienced agencies for

design, and of an integrated Seed Portal

land Mobile Application for digitalizing all the activities related to Seed Production,
g, Storage Inventory Sales and Distribution.

The details of work proposed for “NHRDF Seed Portal and Mobile Application|
Development” and details of terms & conditions can be downloaded from our website
www.nhrdf.org. The last date of submission of quotations to above address will bel
18/03/20261il15.00 PM. T 026 at 11.00AM.
NHRDF reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids without assigning any|
reason thereof.

Joint Director

STATE BANK OF INDIA

»SBI

UJVN LTD.
'UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, G.M.S. Road, Dehradun-248006
Telephone: 0135 - 2763808, Fax 0135-2763508

Ij/ HO.:
(77
CIN No. : U40101UR20015GC025866, Website : www.ujvnl.com

Letter No 188 Tender Cancellation Notice Dated 05.03.2026
The invited tender no. 17/EE(E&M)/SHP/Rishikesh/2025-26 by office of
the Executive Engineer (E&M) SHP, UJVN Limited, Rishikesh, is hereby

cancelled due to inevitable reason.
Executive Engineer (E&M-SHP), Rishikesh

“Avoid Wasteful use of Electricity”

NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE
The Dy Chief Engineer/Construction/Norther Railway/Tilak Bridge/New Delhi, for|
and on behalf of the President of India re-invites e-tender under Two Packet System
for the under noted work as the tender earlier invited for the following work which was
scheduled to be opened on 20.03.2026 has since been cancelled -

Stressed Assets Management Branch, Ahmedabad-380006
1. [ Full Yard remodeling in ciwith construction of new platform no. 4 & 5
COMMERCIAL PLOT AT L P SAVANI ROAD, ADAJAN, SURAT Name of | (lsland Platiorm) and Provision of washable apron with BLT,
FOR SALE (under SARFAESI) ork Provision of PF drain on PF-1 to § at DSJ for terminal examination
facility at DSJ station
Reserve Price : Rs. 76.15 Cr 2. | Approx cost of work Rs. 22,37,90,214.86
C fal Plot Wonder7) : TP Sch 3.0 3. | Completion period of the work 18 months
ommercial Plot (Wonder 7) : TP Scheme 31, Pal
1, Final Plot No. 54, Area 5199 Sq Mts and Part -2 4. | Earnest Money to be deposited Rs. 12,69,000.00

5. Tender will be available on IREPS web site

Final Plot No. 53 @ L P Savani Road, Surat. Area
1795 Sq Mts. Total area of the land 6994 Sq.Mts
Auction Date : 16.03.2026

(Physical Possession with SBI)

For More Details Please contact or SCAN : A Officer,

of tender document
on Rly. Website

i.e. www.ireps.gov.in from 06.03.2026 to 27.03.2026
upto 11.30 hrs.

27.03.2026 upto 11.30 hours. Tender documents can
be uploaded by the tenderer on IREPS web site w.e f.
13.03.2026 to 27.03.2026

S

. | Last date/Time of
upload of tenders

Phone No.: 9824275526, 9440780127 State Bank of India

the tendering process and tender can be obtained by logging on to
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in For further details contact the
below signed office during working hours.

DIPR/CP/5990/AKAR/2025-26

ICIPAL CORPORATION CHANDIGARH

New Deluxe Building, Sector 17-E, Chandigarh

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
EOI Reference No.: EO/MCC/2026/2

Municipal Corporation Chandigarh (MCC) re-invites
applications from Society / AWO / NGO / Self Help Group /
Charitable Institution / Firm etc., registered under AWBI / Indian
Societies Act / Indian Trusts Act / Indian Religious and
Charitable Trusts Act for Operation and Maintenance of
Gaushala at Raipur Kalan under Municipal Corporation
Chandigarh, free of cost/at minimal cost.

Interested applicants can download the EOl document from
the MCC bsite http:// handigarh.gov.in and shall
submit their applications in physical form latest by 20.03.2026
before 05.00 PM in the office of MOH, 30 Bays Building,
S.C.0.6t09, Ground Floor, Sector 17-B, Chandigarh.

All corrigendum / addendums / clarifications regarding
this EOI shall only be posted on the MC website i.e.
http://mcchandigarh.gov.in. No other communication or
advertisement will be given. Authority will not be responsible in
case any applicant fails to submit the application within stipulated
time period for any reasons. Commissioner

Municipal Corporation Chandigarh

Chief Engineer (East)

ﬁr:ﬁ'uwgiﬁ'nﬁmmmuﬁva ST FATCH, W T
! TaTfera TS, ST (3T WS )-284003

Central Ayurveda Research Institute
Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences
Ministry of AYUSH, Govt. of India
Gwalior Road, Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh)-284003

eFile No.: 2-31/CARI-JHS/2025-26/Admn/MoA-CoE/Ras/ Dated: 02.03.2026
T-HTgTeh R/ WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

FE A g HeE, TfeeR e, wiE (SW yaw) § g
qftEsH % af@ia Research Associate (II) - 01 (Chemistry /
Pharmaceutical), Research Associate (I) - 01 (Ayurveda/
Pharmaceutical), Senior Project Associate - 03
(Chem./Pharma. /Ayu.), Project Technical Support 1-03
o TS W TS Y H STEY % SR T A 24.03.2026 T FA-HIATEHT
(AF-F7-32) % oA § fgE # ¥ ) gwe guf faeRw it 5
EEIEE Www.ccras.nic.in W Ives €1

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW for the posts under “CoE” project
viz. Research Associate (II) - 01 (Chemistry/
Pharmaceutical), Research Associate (I) - 01 (Ayurveda/
Pharmaceutical), Senior Project Associate- 03
(Chem./Pharma. /Ayu.), Project Technical Support I - 03
will be held at Central Ayurveda Research Institute,
CCRAS, Gwalior Road, Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh) on
24.03.2026 solely on a contract basis. For further details,
Applicant can download application from CCRAS website
www.ccras.nic.in Assistant Director I/C

WU e

o da suraeties fiste freafemera
MINISTRY OF (Tt stesesr o FHeaI, 3] 3isIerd, STRe TR
HOME AFFAIRS __ ", L .
- National Forensic Sciences University 4, L
prany

Gavernment of India)

APPLICATION INVITED

~

. | Date and time of
opening of tender

27.03.2026 at 11.30 hours (immediately after close of
uploading of tender (D2). In case of two packet system,
Financial bids of the eligible tenders would be opened
subsequently on the date and time to be notified later
on. The detailed tender notice also can be seen on the
Notice Board of the above office

Tender No. 496-A-ACS-DSJ YARD Remodeling Dated: 05.03.2026

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A smiLE  IR&LIEY |

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Executive Registrar

National _Forensic Spien_ces University, Sector-9, Gandhinagar, Gu;grat— E-Procurement Tender Notice No.: 26/06 Date: 03.03.2026
382007 invites Application for contractual engagement in the prescribed E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
format from the eligible candidates for below-mentioned Posts, Purely ona | | on behalf of the President of India, The Principal Chief Materials Manager, North
temporary basis for NFSU-ED Project, Central Railway, Prayagraj, (An ISO 9001:2015 certified unit) invites the following
d D Tenders.
Sr. Name of Monthly Engagement No. of s.| Tender e — a8 o‘l‘ender
s ort Description 2 pening
No. the Post Remuneration Period Posts | |N.| No. e
1 | Reporting Officer | Rs.1,00,000/- Initially for 1 Year 02 1| 38252871 | ROUND PLATE BONDED WITH 10338 NOS | 26.03.2026
(CONTRACTUAL)| ~ (With 10% | (Extendable to another f;o?ﬁ“dspf"‘f —
il is is tender to enter into Running
lncreaesgr)every 4 years SUhJECt to 2 |8326RGCO5 | Contract for Manufacture and Supply|14548762.00| 11.05.2026
y! project req ) of Elastic Rail Clip MK-V Drg. No. | Numbers.
2 Scientific Rs.70,000/- Initially for 1 Year 03 ROSO T:6919, _ _
Assistant (With 10% | (Extendable to another gh‘s"s ‘f?"i’ﬂ‘“ e;“e" Into R:""‘"gi
: ! ontract for Manufacture and supply
(CONTRACTUAL) | increase every 4 years subject to 3 6326RGC04 | of Composite Grooved Rubber Sole | 7484474.00 | 06.04.2026
year) project requirement) Plates (Drg. No. T-8747 & T-6618) | Numbers,
Interested candidates are informed to refer University website Epep e Seclbaton e
www.nfsu.ac.in for eligibility criteria, application form and other related Placing Beneath Rail.
details. A form can be from our website and | |74 [ 70254194 | Pillow Cover, Size 50x36 CM 157288 Nos. | 25.03.2026
application should reach the Project Head on the closing date 24, March | [Note: The complete information of above tenders can be seen and downloaded from
2026 at 18:00 hrs. IREPS website i.e. https:/jwww.ireps.gov.in. For any change/corrigendum in
tender, please visit this website regularly. No separate corrigendum/change will be
8d/- | | publishedin news paper. 493/26 (A

f North central rallways | www.ner,Indlanrallways.gov.In
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TIMES NATION | In The Courts

HC fails to deliver verdict for
6 yrs, SC shifts case to itself

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In a first-of-its-kind
intervention and an embarrass-
ment to Allahabad HC, SC has
directed transfer of three pet-
itions pertaining to a case from
the HC to itself for adjudication
asthe HCsaton the verdict after
reserving the order six years
back relating to a criminal case
of 1994 in which the trial also re-
mained stayed. The court said
its intervention in a matter
which is in HC’s domain was
needed to ensure speedy justice.

Abench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta direct-
ed Registrar General of the HC
to transmit to the registry of SC

the complete record of the three
criminal revisions within three
weeks. The HC has recently
come under criticism from SC
which raised serious concern
over the manner in which or-
ders were passed. The case has
been pending in HC since 2012.
Justifying its decision to in-
voke the extraordinary power
under Article 139A, which al-
lows SC to withdraw cases pend-
ing before HCs and dispose of
them itself, SC said the order
was reserved in Feb 2020 but the
judgment had not been deliver-
edinall theseyears. SCsaid trial
inthe three-decade-old criminal
case was stayed because HC
had not decided the revisions.
“In these circumstances, the

questions that arise are not con-
fined to private interests of par-
ties in a pending revision. They
implicate the effective enforce-
ment of binding directions of
this Court, the constitutional re-
quirement of timely adjudica-
tion after a matter is heard and
judgment is reserved, and the
credibility of criminal process
in serious offences where long
delay itself produces irrevers-
ible prejudice,” the bench said.
SCsaid theextraordinaryju-
risdiction of SC must be exer-
cised with great circumspection
and only in rare situations
where continuing inaction re-
sults in infringement of funda-
mental rights and no equally
efficacious remedy is available.

Srinagar: A court in Kash-
mir has dismissed an appli-
cation by Enforcement Di-
rectorate seeking to add ch-
arges against National Co-
nference president Farooq
Abdullah and others in the
Jammu & Kashmir cricket
association (JKCA)
scam case, reports
Naseer Ganai.

The court said
the agency cannot
be made party to a
case that has al-
ready been investigated, fil-
ed, and prosecuted by the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI).

However, the court said
there is prima facie evi-
dence against the accused,
including Abdullah, and ob-

cricket body scam case

served that “the essential in-
gredients of offences under
Sections 120B (criminal con-
spiracy), 406 (criminal
breach of trust) and 409 of
the Ranbir Penal Code are
made out” and the accused
will be charged accordingly.

Thecourtlisted the
case for March 12, 2026,
for framing of charg-
es.In2018, CBI charged
Abdullah and others
for allegedly siphon-
ingoff Rs43crorefrom
grants provided by the
Board of Control for Cricket
inIndiato JKCA.

The CBI alleged the
funds were misappropriat-
ed between 2002 and 2011
when Abdullah was the
president of JKCA.

uled Caste.

Raipur: Members of the sch-
eduled tribe (ST) community
who follow Hindu customs
and traditions cannot be excl-
uded from the provisions of
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955,
Chhattisgarh HC hasruled.

A division bench com-
prising Justice Sanjay K
Agrawal and Justice Arvind
Kumar Verma passed this
ruling recently while setting
aside a family court order
thathadrejected amutualdi-
vorce petition involving a
tribal husband and his wife
who belonged to the Sched-

The couple had appro-
ached a family court in Jag-

dalpur in Bastar, seeking dis-
solution of their marriage
under Section 13B of the Hin-
du Marriage Act. The couple,
married since Apr 15, 2009,
had been living separately
since Apr2014.

The Jagdalpur family
court rejected their applica-
tion on Aug12last year, citing
Section 2(2) of
the Act, which
states the Act
does not apply
to ST unless
the Centre di-
rects  other-
wise by notification.

HC said both parties had
explicitly stated that their
marriage was solemnised ac-
cording to Hindu rites, in-
cludingthe ceremony of “sap-

Court relief for Farooqin ST following Hindu customs can’t be
- excluded from Hindu marriage law: HC

Partha.Behera
@timesofindia.com

tapadi” and said they testified
they followed Hindu traditio-
nsrather than tribal customs.

“When members of a
tribe voluntarily choose to
follow Hindu customs, tradi-
tions, and rites, they cannot
bekept outof the purview of
the provisions of the Act of
1955, the high court observ-
ed. HC said Section 2(2) is a
“measure of protection” for
tribal customary laws and
not a “measure of exclu-
sion” for those who have be-
come “Hinduised.”

The bench relied on SC
rulings, noting if evidence
shows tribals following Hin-
du traditions, they should be
governed by Hindu law in
matters of succession and
marriage.
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GURGAON

© Perfect Estate Agenc;

:RENTED BANK GF

* Rent 240000/- Road Facmg
- Prime Location SL-1,

: Fresh Lease Broker
Excuse Owner - 9717437773

H Book/Buy/Sell [
48800250365k
‘LXRY APARTMENTS '
- DLF Arbour, Privana,

: Trump Tower, Sobha, Elan |

* Emperor/Presidential,
Paras Quartier. Call Now

FLAT For Sale: HAMILTON
COURT DLF Ph-IV, GURGAON
3 BHK, 2660 Sq. Ft., Middle
Floor, East Facing. Contact:-
Capt Ashish : 9818093310

BUY « SELL

FARM

LAND | HOUSE i

1200 Sq. Yds. - 5 Acre

©98119-14444

FARM HOUSE

near ITC Grand Bharat,
4,084 sq. yds / cottage/ 4
service quarters / guard
room/ tubewell for Sale.

FARIDABAD

GREENFIELD §
LAKE WOOD H
PLOTSICOLLABORATIONIS
| ANIL MITTAL SiNCE t62) |

198100 31431

: GREENFLD LAKEWD :
! Kant Encl Plots.Flats Shop ©
: Com. Spaces.Wantd Collbn ;
*of Plot Greenfields colony. |
! Anil Mittal. AGM Builders |

GURGAON

M.Sc. B.Ed.

dog730550061

:. Dwarka X-way Lucrative :
*R-zone 7.5-18acre/commer- +
: cial 6acre/Farulhnagar 88 ©
- Acre / 24 acre Sr. Citizen/
* Bptp gated plot/flr180-570y ©

mivgsinter J8s

TIMES SPACE CENTRES

Amar Ved Classified
9899405222
Orient Advtg.

9313632917

Paavan Advertisers
9811288839
Sanyukt Advertisers
9811994898
Shagun Advtg. & Mktg.
9958821300

Zodiac Advtg.
9810588680

GIIIIIIEIIAM
SECTOR-5

KOTHI

263 S0.YD
Contact: Harish
9811475719

: 6 BHK, 3 Kitchen, 5 Wash-
+ room, North East, 60 Feet

. Wide Road, Excellent

: Location, Most Suitable

« for Stilt+4.

Builder Flrs 300/400/
500/1000y Triplx/Duplx/
Simplx DLF & S.Lok prk

fac Lift Stilt Prkg 100%
PBU attractive Price.

NORTH DELHI
Ms.

8448552918

ROHINI BUY/ Sell
Plots Alloted by DDA Sec-
1-38. Liaison/ Collabor-
ation/ New Allotment
Invstmnt. 8448552918.

»
»

DROPER

- »
U ‘l:‘
9695004 DU

DDA MIG (26+26=52)
Sgmt. Draiing 2 Bhk, lift
+parking sec-4 rohini pkt
-B-9, H.N0.153-154, 65 Lac-
SE75Lac-TF Loan Avail.

atty

A nnnomuptz sullmn PVt Lt

98111 71633

R SALE Sec-136, 1000
mt enr., ready to move, IT
building. Sec-15A, 200mt
Plot. Sec-44, 450mt Kothi,

30mt Rd. # 9810234746

Buniyad

(9999011113

FOR LEASE 90000 Sq.
Ft Shed 34 Feet Height in
ECOTECH GREATER
NOIDA 9999011113

SOUTH DELHI

Y-4, GREEN
PARK MAIN

200 Yds, S.Flr

(AGENT)
H 9811464624
: LUXURIOUS 3 Beds att.
- Baths, D/D, Front & Back
© Balconies, 8.Qtr, Lift, Stilt |
+2 Car Parking, Top Builder |
- Rich Specs, Ready to move .

: GOING CHEAP-Vas
- Kunj - FF@3.6, GF4bhk@4, -
+3rd 4bhk@3.75,500y-2nd GP |
+ ext@7&S.vhr@8.5,Gkz2 300y *
* @8. plot SJE 450y@3Ter

1| GREENSPACE
:|PROPMART PVT. LTD.

99717 20158

: FOR SALE Plot 538
Isqyards, West Facing in
 Unitech The Willows (Sec-
*96,97 & 98), Noida. Green
 Space Propmart Pvt. Ltd.

BUILDING FOR SALE

| 450 SqMmt,
:|10000 Sqft BUA

: CALL
49217516508

: PARK FACING, 4 floors
+, functional, at sec-80,

. Noida. Mint condition,

- near to samsung and TCS
 (Best offers invited)

: FOR SALE in Sec 3
 Noida 212mt 7BHK duplex
: house stilt parking &lift.

 Sec-41- 180mt Kothi 7 BHK
. duplex stilt parking & lift.

‘| GREENSPACE
:|PROPMART PVT. LTD.

;99717 20158
: KOTHI 450SQ MTR. on

- 30 mtr wide road, near
: Metro, Mall & Golf Course,
 Sector-39, Noida. For Sale.

WANTED

KOTHI/ |
COLLABORATION

‘WANTED KOTHI/ :
Collaboration 200/1000 yds -
in GK/HK/Panchsheel/GP :
/Def Col or Near by Areas *

Interested Owners Pls Call |

(HAUZ KHAS)

Area 261 Sq Yds
INDEPENDENT

BUILDING
LUV SHROFF
9717167033

HAUZ KHAS Kalu Sarai ©
adj Metro Station, 261 Yds :

200 Yds, Kothi
208 Yds, 3rd+Tr.

93130 73041

- GK 200 Yd, Kothi for Sale :
» & 208 Yd, 3rd Flr+Terrace -
3 BHK, SQ. Lift, Stilt 2 Car |
Park, Prime Locations also -
many more options avail.

M.Sc. B.Ed.

9873235806

750Y cnr malcha mg/575y
GK1 cnr/870/1200y panch-
sheel/800 3rd-+t@22 vasant
vhr & all Lutyen & South
delhi/200-2200y kothi/floor

To book your ad

Logon to: ads.timesofindia.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

RENTED
COMMERCIAL
SHOWROOM

FOR SALE Yusuf Sarai,
on the F.

chta] 4Lac pm adj Metro.

RAJOURI GARDEN
WEST DELHI

LUXURY
BUILDER
FLOOR

D BLOCK, 600 Sq. Yds,
GF with Basement/1st

PROPERTY
WANTED

WANTED On Rent, 3 BHK
In JP Greens Secior 128

oida. Already Living Here.
Cal sab0s50530

SHOP FOR SALE

FIr 4 BHK + Serv, Ample O AER f
Parking, Wide Road New, o -
Ready to move 9650704293 U
AVAILAB
| CENTRAL DELHI | DR SA

GROUND FLOOR

GK-I1I

300 SQ YDS
@ 6.75 CR

| VIKAS BAHL

i 9811661694

+ STILT TWO Car Parkin;
+ with Separate Gate, 4 BHK
. Family Lounge, S.Qtr, Lift,
: Close to Park, Few yrs old,
+ Well Maintained @ 6.75 C:

H (HAUZ KHAS)
Area 104 Sq Yds
RENTED
BUILDING

H LUV SHROFF

H 9717167033

: HAUZ KHAS Kalu Sarai

Paying Guest Building 16

Rooms (32 Beds), already

Rented, Good Return ad).
Metro Stn,, Top Location

Monthly Rent:
5.46,000/-
Lockin:

3 years.
Lease:

9 years
Fresh Lease Freehold Prwmy
Independent Floors Grade-A Construction

OWNER | 31135388
WEST DELHI

Commercial
Ground floor shop 450 Saft on
main Ajmal khan Road near
Me Doniald's Immediate Pos-
session avail.Mob:9811837185

Move-in-Ready, Designer
1st & 2nd Independent
Floors, Park Facing,
4BHK/4Bathrooms,
Living-Dining Room,
Lounge, Kitchen, Balcony
Front & Rear, 2 Stilt Car
Parking, Common Lift.
High end Specs. in
WEST DELHI
JANAKPURI C3 BLOCK.

COMMERCIAL

2100 Saft, Punjabi Bagh

FOR SALE Comm], 2nd
Floor, 2700 sqft, lift, luxury
interiors, prime Club Roa
Punjabi Bagh. Ready to
use Retail/ office space

PUSA

[ AADHAR REALTORS| nonn

9990255522
9811315599

-1) 1400 yd, Mn Rd. Ready -
! to move 2017 constrn,Covd
- area - 31000 sqft with work -
- stations,halls, BMT+Stilt+ o
14 Flrs Stilt 20 prkgs (2) 830 :

Located on First Floor in
CENTRAL SQUARE
20, Manohar Lal Khurana Marg,
Bara Hindu Rao, Delhi
(Near Kishanganj Railway Station)
Area: 1239 Sq Ft

ontact by What's app

d Commrel for
PROPERTY
ANCILLARIES
COMMERCIAL
PREMISES
FOR SALE
COMMERCIAL BUILDING

» 300 Sq. Yards

>4 Storey Constructed
»> Prime Location

* Ideal for Office / Bank/
Institute / Showroom

13C/32, Vasundhra, Ghaziabad,UP
: Rs. 11 Cr. (Negotiable)

COMMERCIAL PLOT
> 650 Sq. Yard
» Prime Location
> Suitable for Comm. Complex /.
Banks/Showroom/Institute etc
1 Com 1B, Vasundhra, Ghaziabad,UP
Price: Rs. 11 Cr. (Negotiable)

Call: 93124-11-660
(All Bank Transfers only)
LEASE & RENT

COMMERCIAL Property
Available For Lease / Rent
Gujrara, Opp. HDFC Bank,
Sahastradhara Road,
Dehradun. Floor Plate Size
Approx, 3800 Sq.Ft. each - Four
Floor, ample parking available

Ideal For -: Retailer
Showroom, Bank, Medical &
Diagnostic Center, Hospital,
Salon & Boutique, Electronic
Stores, Cafe & Fast Food
Chains and Clubs. Long Term
Lease preferred. Contact No, |
8650303334

TIMES it
TIMES SPACE CENTRES

CENTRAL
Ramnivas Advtg.
9810145472
AD Arena
98183231M
SV Classifieds
9811118534
SOUTH
A& MMedia Advtg.
9811602901
AtoZ Advertisers
9891381789

AB& C, Comm.
9811633191

AD MAX
9810292725

RLT AD Services
9818578964

| GURGAON |

EC-52 (162) 30 mtr main
11d 500 yds Building, 40 RK
: room-+Restaurant Banquet |

* Hall. Suits Hotel/ Hospital. -
- Rent 18L. Ownr 9311139322

SONEPAT

RENT/LEASE - Godowns /
Warehouses _available of
different sizes minimum
storage height 24' in Sonepat,
D) sq.ft. within
one boundary wall complex.
Electricity, Water & Parking
other amenities available,
10 minutes from naunnal
highway, Suitable for MNC
also, Please contact R.N. Goel
9416874706, 9812281876.

SOUTH DELHI

WAREHOUSE/GODOWN
Space For Rent, Ready shed 25
ft. height, 8,000 sqft. approx.,
Two-sided corner at Asola
Homes, D-Block # 9810127597

VASANT-VIHAR, For
lease one floor, 600 sq yds
plot, high quality, 4 BHK,
fitted, AC, servant room,
parkings etc., Overseeing
biodiversity park. Basement
also available. Only MNCs,
expats, diplomats, embassies
Contact: 9871007171

SAFDARJUNG
ENCLAVE (B-4)

MODERN
CONSTRUCTION
8130644567

B-4, SJE. Park Facing.
Ground Floor. 3 Bed,
Attach  Toilets, D/D,
Servant Qtrs. Suitable
For MNC / PSU.

Lajpat Nagar

9,000 sq.ft. Main Road
Independent
Commercial Building
for Rent/ Lease

OKHLAPRII

15,000 sq.ft. Main Road

Independent Corner

3 side open Building
for Rent/ Lease

KOHLI Real Estate

ABaljit Singh Kohil Enterprise

9891402080

Readers are recommended to make
appropriate enquires and seek appropriate
madvice before sending money, incurring
any expenses, acting on medical
recommendations or entering into
any cumml(ment in relation to any

in this p

All creatives marked as Adverturial,
Spotlight and Promotional Features are to
be treated as Advertisements. The Times of
India Group doesn't vouch for any claims
made by the Advertisers of the products and
services. The Printer, Publisher, Editor, and
the owners of The Times of India Group
publications shall not be held liable for any
consequences, in the event such claims are
nothonoured by the Advertisers.

FULLY Furnished Comm.
Office Space For Rent Vasant
Lok, Vasant Vihar. Prime Loc
1600 Sq.Ft. Ready to move in.
Well Maint. Owner: 9971556677

GREATER Kailash-I, 500
vds. First Flr 3 Bed Rooms,
D/D,Lobby,SQ. 1 Car Parking,
Contact Anil Makhijani 9811-
047035, 9811647035, 45151664.

PROFESSIONAL
JOB SEEKERS

REQUIRED sales
executives in Delhi for a
reputed plywood
company.Must have sales
experience in building
material .Send resumes at
essencehr7@gmail.com

nder &
notices
TENDERS

#fsen ofdrm i
IndiaEximBank

INVITATION
FOR QUALIFICATION
Export-import Bank of
India invites Bids from
eligible Indian entities for
Qualification of
Engineerinag,
Procurement and
Construction (EPC)
Contractor for
Construction of Kono
University of Science
and Technology, Koidu,
Kono, Sierra Leone.
Details on: https://

www.eximbankindia.
infli f-credit

PRE-OWNED

SUVS

g
Ee

FOR sale MG ZS Blue color,
2020 model, single owner, Mint
Condition, approx 58k kms
done DL3CCS1981, range of 280
kms upon full charge. All
services done from company
auth. service stations, all
records available. Contact: ea@
oswalcable.com & +91 89208
80221

All subsequent
Addenda/Corrigenda
shall be notified on
Bank's website.

ites Bids from
eligible & reputed Data
Collection Agency to conduct
field survey on Atal Pension
Yojana (APY) Impact
Assessment Study.

For more
information *J

Visit the MDI Gnrzlun Tender Page:
https://mdi.ac.in/tenders

PUBLIC NOTICE

1, Leela Wati Tyagi, R/0 175-B,
Pkt - A/3, Mayur Vihar Phase-
3, Delhi-110096, declares that
my father's name is wrongly
printed as Umesh Chand Tyagi
in PAN records. Correct
father's name is Tejpal.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Namu R%'r'r‘a’a"e?imangﬁ rs
resider}f of ‘47, Mohan Pa&y est
Nagar axm! Nagar
hak:
100¢

L Delh
hmgs decfare !nr puhhc
knowl e

ean eorg
erlv hndnmm

aclml on

“au'n"s' 'n’.eéa Wu?'ﬂ'.‘}mi 112111 ga
karpuv,
alnng

mremes after my ea(n declaye
f‘ as been n

of
ree wlfl in sound mm and strictly
according to my instructions.

CHANGE OF NAME

1 Lawrence Jude Cardoza, S/0
Menin Cardoza, R/0 C-4/90/1,
G/F, Safdarjung Development
Area, Hauz Khas, South Delhi,
Delhi - 110016, have changed
my name from Jude Cardoza to
Lawrence Jude Cardoza for all
future purposes.

5
B

Khert - Rinurd, - Faridabad.
have changed my name from
Rajendra to Rajender for all
future purposes.

I Rajender Kumar Vaishnav
Kailash Chander 8/0, Kailash
Chander R/o Hn - 2573¢,sector
46,behind Amity International
School, Sector 46 Gurgaon,
Chakarpur(74), Gurugaon,
Haryana - 122002 have changed
my name to Rajender Kumar
Vaishnav.

BOOK YOUR
CLASSIFIED
ADS

* FOR TENDER
& NOTICE ADS
PLEASE
CONTACT
AMAN :
9312633518
* FOR
RECRUITMENT
ADS
PLEASE
CONTACT
AMIT ;
9811790649
* FOR PROPERTY
ADS
PLEASE CONTACT
SUNIL :
9999499496

TIMES Inter:la»

CorneeingPeple Conncig ovds

RUDRAKSHA

2547/7, 2" Floor, Beadonpura

RUDRAKSHA MALA|

(Gurudwara Road) Karol Bagh, Delhi-5.

GEM MINES

O 981 08-00550

Acharya Ji Available From: 12 to 6PM

Only in Office (By Prior Appointment)

Bﬁwma‘iaﬂi FaH FE | TG BT

L = AT Fude
KAROL BAGH (Monday Closed) GURGAON (Wednesday €

UGF- 25, JMD Regent A
Sector 28, Gurugram, Han

©98108-00550

& 93555-04878

TIMES Inter

Connaciing Pesple, Connaciing Needs,

TO ADVERTISE IN THE CLASSIFIEDS SECTION,
FOR ANY OF THE BELOW MENTIONED CATEGORIES

SERVICES
VEHICLES, TRAVEL

Please call us at the below mentioned nos.

Area/Zone ContactPerson | Mobile No. Area/Zone ContactPerson | Mobile No.
. . West Delhi+ .
North Delhi Amit Ghosh 9811790649 Dwarka +Gurgaon Aman Pasricha | 93126 33518
South Delhi + Amit Ghosh 9811790649
Faridabad RaghavArora | 8999995480 | | Gentral Delhi
Sunil Srivastava | 99994 89496
Ghaziabad | Sunil Srivastava | 9333499496 | | Nojda+ East Delhi | SumitNegi | 9899268321




1]

TIMES NATION | RS Elections

THETIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2026

Nitish Move Triggers Power Play In Bihar

Political t1e-ups against NDA face
acid test in Bihar, Odlsha RS polls

IANS

Kumar Rakesh | Tnn

New Delhi: As the nomina-
tion process for Rajya Sabha
elections spread across 10
states ended on Thursday,
moves for new political
alignments, including a rare
BJD-Congress tie-up in Od-
isha and unity of BJP’s ri-
vals in Bihar, are up for a
stern test, while develop-
ments in Maharashtra sig-
nalled that attempts for the
merger of the two NCP fac-
tions have come tonaught.
While candidates in most
statesareset tobe elected un-
opposed, both Bihar and Od-
isha are headed for a keen
battle on March16.
RJD’sdecision torenomi-
nate its outgoing MP and
businessman A D Singh has
forced a contest in one of the
five seats in Bihar. He can
even pull it off if all of BJP’s
rivals, including 5 AIMIM
MLAs and the lone BSP
MLA, join hands with the
RJD-Congress-Left combine.
Yet, the NDA camp, which
will have 38 votes to spare for
the fifth seat after allocating
thenecessary 41voteseach to
ensure its win on four seats,
is sanguine about its pro-
spects in the belief that a

JDU workers protest agamst Nitish Kumar flllng his nomlna’(lon for

Rajya Sabha, outside the CM's residence in Patna on Thursday

contest will only end up ex-
posing divisions in the oppo-
sition’s ranks and even force
some defections.

Unity among all opposi-
tion parties will get Singh 41
votes, but AIMIM, which was
snubbed by the RJD-led alli-
ance on its suggestion for a
tie-up duringlast year’s polls,
isyettospell out its stand.

The political temperature
in Odisha, another state
where a contest is on the
cards, has gone up a notch af-
ter Congress decided to back
BJD’s choice of an eminent
doctor;, Datteswar Hota, and
BJP then announced its sup-
port for former Union minis-
ter Dilip Ray, a well-net-
worked hotelier contestingas

an independent candidate.
Archrivals for decades,
BJP’s swift ascendancy in the
state has brought BJD and
Congress together; both par-
ties can pull together 32 MLAs
to ensure Hota’s win against
therequisite backing of 30.
However, instances of
discontent within the two
parties have muddied the
waters. BJP has a history of
outmanoeuvreing its rivals
in closely contested RS seats,
and its decision to back Ray
is driven by its instinct to
play on their internal differ-
ences tospringasurprise.
With all three MVA par-
ties backing Sharad Pawar’s
renomination for the lone
seatthey could win of the sev-

Five faces who are in the
race for Bihar CM’s chair

Jai Narain Pandey | Tnn

Patna: Five names from BJP
are doing the rounds to step in-
to CM Nitish Kumar’s shoes —
Samrat Choudhary, Nityanand
Rai, Sanjay Jaiswal, Dilip
Jaiswal, and Janak Ram.

Samrat Choud-
hary: The depu-
ty CM, and sec-
ond most power-
ful person in the
state cabinet. A
former BJP
state chief, he belongs to Koeri
community and fits into the
Luv-Kush chemistry promot-
ed by Nitish, a Kurmi. Koeris
represent 4.2% of Bihar’s pop-
ulation. His greatest strength
is his aggressive style. Howev-
er, his RJD and JDU back-
ground may go against him.

Nityanand Rai:
Union MoS, en-
§ joys the confi-
dence of Amit
Shah, and can
4 playabigrole in
denting RJD
votes among his Yadav com-
munity. An ex-state BJP chief
with an ABVP background.
But many in BJP believe that
elevating him to the top post in
Bihar may antagonise other
OBCand EBC communities.

mc1an when it comes to taking
on opposition. Belons to Vaish-
yacommunity. He is considered
close to BJP brass and fits into
the party’s caste chemistry.

Dilip Jaiswal: A
Bihar minister,
headed BJP in
the state when
NDA won 202 se-
atsin Nov assem-
bly polls. Belong-
mgtoValshya(Kalwar)commu
nity, he is considered close to
Shah. A moderateand organisa-
tionally reliable politician, he
hails from Kishanganj.

Janak  Ram:
The 53-year-old
Dalit face of BJP
in Bihar. He was
minister of
mines and SC
and ST welfare.
An ex-Gopalganj MP, Janak is
an MLC and is considered an
organisational man. He be-
longs to Ravidas community
and maintains alow profile. He
started his political career in
BJP at the grassrootslevel.

Nitish’s tenure will be remembered
as ‘golden period for Bihar’: Shah

Jai Narain Pandey | TNN

Patna: Nitish Kumar’s tenure
as CM will beremembered as a
‘golden period for Bihar’,
Union home minister, Amit
Shah, said on Thursday.
“Nitish brought Bihar out
of ‘jungle raj’ and worked to
give momentum to all aspects
of development. He connected
roads to villages and made a
great contribution to ensuring
electricity supply to every

household in Bihar..” Shah
said. “During his long tenure
as an MLA, MP, Union minis-
ter, and Bihar CM, he kept a
clean image, free of corrup-
tion,” Shah added.

Heaccompanied Nitishand
BJP president, Nitin Nabin.
Nitish, along with RLM chief
Upendra Kushwaha, Ram
Nath Thakur, and Shivesh Ku-
mar, filed their nomination pa-
pers as NDA candidates for the
five RS seats from Bihar.

1 Sanjay Jaiswal:
West Champar-
an MP since 2009,
and ex-BJP Bih-
ar chief. He is
considered a su-
ave but tough pol-

en on offer, claims of his sup-
porters about an “imminent
merger” between the two
NCP factions should pause.

A senior Sena UBT func-
tionary said they have been
told there is little possibility
of the two factions coming to-
gether,asthegroupheaded by
Ajit Pawar’s wife, Sunetra Pa-
war, never warmed up to Sha-
radPawar’sdesire—marking
areversal of hispublic “Thave
had enough” stance — to do
another terminRS.

Parth Pawar, the son of
Ajit Pawar who is set to be
elected unopposed, will be
arrayed against his grand
uncle as amember of NDA.

Intheelectionsto37Rajya
Sabhaseats, the BJP-led NDA
has continued with its push
to expand its social coalition
by reaching out to different
sections of society, illustrat-
ed by their nominees from
Maharashtra. BJP  has
backed a Dalit in Ramdas
Athawale, a tribal woman in
Maya Chintaman Inwate, a
Maratha in its national gen-
eral secretary Vinod Tawde
and Ramrao Wadkute, and an
OBC candidate from Dhan-
gar community. Its ally Shiv
Sena, too, has picked a Dalit
woman, Jyoti Waghmare.

Nitish’s RS shift:
Workers protest,
some threaten
self-immolation

Patna: Protests broke out out-
side Bihar CM Nitish Kumar’s
official residence and JDU of-
fice Thursday after he filed
nomination papers for Rajya
Sabha, with party workers van-
dalising furniture, gheraoing
functionaries and threatening
self-immolation, report Shee-
zan Nezamiand Kshitiz.

Workersgatheredatl, Anne
Marg in Patna and sought to
meet Nitish. They warned of
“dire consequences™ if denied
access. Demonstrators alleged
a conspiracy behind the move
and claimed the CM was being
“forced” toshift to Parliament.

At JDU office, protesters
smashed chairs and tables, and
shouted slogans targeting cer-
tain party functionaries,
branding them ‘Jaichand’ —
the 12th-century king of Kan-
nauyj villainised as a traitor.

A group also surrounded
state president, Umesh Kush-
waha, when he tried to pacify
them. “Nitish has not yet re-
signed from the CM's post. The
sentiments of the workers and
their concerns will be con-
veyed to him,” Kushwaha said.

Outside Nitish’s residence,
several workers threatened to
set themselves ablaze.

PATNA TO PARLIAMENT

X/@NitishKumar

Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar presents a Madhubani shawl to Union home minister Amit Shah
before filing nomination papers for Rajya Sabha elections, in Patna on Thursday

Nitish didn’t speak of stepping down
from party leadership, says JDU neta

Madan.Kumar
@timesofindia.com

Patna: Bihar CM Nitish Ku-
mar’s decision to return to
Parliament set off intense
speculation over future
leadership of JDU, placing
focus on a possible political
entry by his son, Nishant.

Party insiders said Nish-
ant, 50, is expected to formal-
1y join JDU on Sunday, a step
that could mark beginning
of abroader transition with-
in the organisation after Nit-
ish filed Thursday nomina-
tion papersforRS.

Attention within JDU
hasshifted to whatliesahead
once Nitish, 75, moves to na-
tional politics after two dec-
ades at centre of Bihar's gov-
ernance. JDU working presi-
dent, Sanjay Jha, already
serves in Rajya Sabha. Nit-
ish’'s arrival in Upper House
would place party’s two top

functionaries in Parliament.
“Though Nitish hinted at
relinquishing CM’s post, he
has not spoken about step-
pingdown from party leader-
ship,” asenior JDU function-
ary said. “While serving in
RS, he may focus more on or-
ganisational work and
strengthening party.”

CHANGES AHEAD?

For now, Nitish remains
CM and JDU president. His
move to Parliament has
opened a new chapter for
JDU, forcing party function-
aries to search for a struc-
ture that can keep it politi-
cally relevant in Bihar’s
shifting power equation.

A functionary said ch-
anges in party structure re-
main possible if Nitish as-
sumes a major role in New
Delhi. “If Nitish is given
any significant assignment

there, hemay bring changes
in organisational setup,”
the functionary said, re-
questing anonymity.
Though Nishant has
shunned politics all along,
his entry has intensified
succession talk within JDU.
Party members expect him
togradually assume organi-
sational responsibilities.
Any leadership shift,
however, willlikely wait un-
til Nitish formally resigns
as CM and takes oath as a
Rajya Sabha member, an-
other JDU functionary said.
Family members publi-
cly backed Nishant's entry
into politics. “Nishant’s en-
try into politics is necessary.
If he does not join politics, it
will be difficult to save JDU,”
Nitish’s brother-in-law, Anil
Kumar, said. “...JDU will be
ruined because several ‘Ra-
vanas’ are sitting within or-
ganisation todestroy it.”

Nitish a wily strategist who made CM seat his own

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: After two dec-
ades at the helm of Bihar, Nit-
ish Kumar has finally ceded
the seat that he made his own,
kicking up a storm of reac-
tion from angry supporters
and criticism from the opposi-
tion that cited itasanother ex-
ampleof BJP “cannibalising”
itsallies like in Maharashtra.
But Kumar appeared to go
quietly, posting on X his de-
sire to work in Parliament.
Thealoofnessof hisdepar-
ture, as witnessed in his an-
nouncement, matched the icy
wiliness with which he en-
sured post-2005 that he stayed
in the CM'’s seat, irrespective
of who he went with or which
among the allies had more
MLAs. After all, it was noth-
ing short of a ‘Paltu Ram’ act
thatsaw him winamajority to
eject Lalu Prasad’s RJD from
Patna in 2005 before joining
hands with RJD and Congress
in Bihar In 2015, as part of
“Mahagathbandhan”, he hu-

miliated BJP that had just
stormed to office in Delhi led
by Narendra Modi. He return-
edto NDA in 2017, then turned
to RJD and Congress in 2022,
before realigning with BJP in
Jan 2024. All this while, he re-
signed and took oath as CM.
The flip-flops were not just
about parties, but also about
ideology and players, moving
from beinga “never-Modi” toa
willing partner of the PM. But
through his ideological shifts,
Kumar carvedanichethathad
not been witnessed before —
as an OBC politician who
brought a “Mandal-plus” age-
nda to the fore in a backward
state, and as a strategist who
worked to carve a personal
constituency for himself. He
stood out also for being a rari-
ty—an OBC politician from
the north who could govern
well, and was not tainted by
corruption allegations.
Kumar’s equity with vot-
ers was on display during the
2025assembly elections. Ashis
growing gaffes and eccentrici-

Nitish Kumar carved a
niche that had not
been witnessed
before — as an OBC
neta who brought a
‘Mandal-plus’ agenda
to the foreina
backward state, and
as a strategist who
worked to carve a
personal constituency
for himself

ties coupled with a prolonged
absence from public view led
to questions about his mental
acuity, the opposition stepped
up its campaign that BJP
would install its own CM, like
it had done in Maharashtra.
BJP increased Kumar’s cam-
paign rallies and announce-
ments. That is said to have
done the trick by reinforcing
the “Jodya Modi-Nitish ke hit
hoi” (Modi-Nitish partnership
will prevail) message.

On the road to entrench-

ing himself as a satrap, Ku-
mar washelped by thelowbar
set by his once comrade-in-
arms Lalu. He made “clean
administration” and “crime”
issues that he and BJP ham-
mered on for years to keep ri-
valRJD on the backfoot.

But the real cunning lay in
thinking of a strategy to over-
come RJD’s advantage on
caste front in a state that has
an overwhelmingly large
OBC/Dalit population. This is
where Kumar set a template
that waslater emulated by oth-
erstates. Hailing from the Kur-
micaste of OBCsthathasami-
nuscule population share, Ku-
mar moved with alacrity to fr-
agment the OBC population by
categorising them along “de-
velopmental” status — back-
wards and most backwards.
He cornered the loyalty of a
large chunk of “aspirational”
OBC communities, while
turning “Yadavisation” into a
stick tobeat therival with. The
polarisation of “Yadav vs non-
Yadavs” sustained him for two

decades. Kumar tried the same
with “Dalits vs Maha Dalits”
but failed as political compul-
sions forced him to dilute the
“Maha Dalit” tag by including
stronger communities.

The game changer was
when his search for a personal
constituency led him to focus
on the pan-caste category of
“women”. From his earliest
signalling through reserva-
tions in panchayats to bicycles
for girls to microfinance
loans/self-help groups, to dole
for women, the JDU leader fu-
sed his “welfarism” with “de-
velopment” to earn the loyalty
of akey voting bloc. Questions
remain whether women vote
independently from family
and caste factors, but it consol-
idated pro-JDU sectionsat mu-
ltiple levels, diluting factors
like anti-incumbency.

To successfully create per-
sonalised loyalty in the shift-
ingsands of competitive caste
politics is a feat that remains
unrivalled since Lalu’s ejec-
tion from the Patna throne.

Spotlight returns to Nishant
despite distance from politics

Abhay.Singh@timesofindia.com

Patna: Reluctant figure. Per-
sistent speculation. Nishant
Kumar keeps returning to Bi-
har’s political conversation
despite carefully avoiding it.

He briefly emerged
Wednesday as a possible JDU
nominee for Rajya Sabha be-
fore focus swung back to his
father, Nitish Kumar, by eve-
ning. The Bihar chief minis-
ter eventually filed nomina-
tion papers himself. Atten-
tiononNishant is notnew. For
years, party workers and ob-
servers have floated his name
as a possible successor when-
ever questions arise about
Nitish stepping aside.

Born July 20, 1975, he
grew up largely away from
political life. His upbringing
revolved around his mother,
Manju Sinha, a govt school-
teacher. He spent much of his
childhood withher inPatna’s
Kankarbagh area. He is un-
married and reports suggest
he owns property inherited
from hislate mother.

Education took him
across institutions — St Ka-
ren’s School in Patna; Manav
Bharti India International
School in Mussoorie; and
BTech from Birla Institute
of Technology in Mesra.

Public life never seemed
to attract him. He is not a

RELUCTANT HEIR? Nishant

member of JDU. Soft-spoken
andreserved, Nishantrarely
interacts with the mediaand
avoids political controversy.
On rare occasions when he
speaks publicly, the remarks
usually centre on hisfather.

Before 2025 Bihar assemb-
1y polls, he said: “People of Bi-
har will definitely give him
(Nitish) a chance to work. He
has worked a lot and will con-
tinue todoso in future.”

Despite his reluctance,
sections within JDU have
repeatedly projected him as
a possible heir. Supporters
speculate about a role if Bi-
har politics shifts — includ-
ing talk of a deputy chief
ministership should BJP
form a govt with its own CM
after Nitish’s possible move
toParliament.

Nishant keeps distance
from politics. Yet each politi-

Tejashwi: Nitish
has been hijacked

1D’s Tejashwi Yadav on

Thursday alleged that
Bihar CM, Nitish Kumar, is bei-
ngsenttoRSunder pressure,
and said he has full sympathy
for Kumar. “I had earlier said
Nitish has been hijacked. | wish
him good health and thank him
for serving Bihar for 20 years...
Had he remained with RJD,
the current
situation wou-
Idnothave
arisen,” he
said. He
described the
political
changes in Biharasanattempt
by BJP to suppress ‘bahujan
politics’and termed ita
“betrayal of the mandate”,
alleging NDA sought votes
withthe slogan “2025 se 30
phirse Nitish”, but BJP had
mentally pressured himinto
taking the step. Tejashwi said
that the next chief minister
would be “nothing butarubber
stamp”, alleging BJP wanted
toimplement RSS agendain
thestate. — SheezanNezami

cal tremor around his father
pulls him into view —a quiet
presence at the centre of a
succession debate he has
never sought.

‘Sushasan babu’
sets tough
benchmark for
BJP successor

Patna: BJP is set to get its first
CM in Bihar, but Nitish Kum-
ar's‘Sushasan Babu'image has
set a tough benchmark for his
successor from the saffron par-
ty, reports Jai Narain Pandey.

Nitish’s decision to quit as
CM and enter RS fulfils BJP’s
long-held desire to have its
own CM in Bihar as articulat-
ed earlier by deputy CM, Vijay
Kumar Sinha, at former PM
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s shrad-
hanjali sabha ahead of the
Nov assembly elections.

However, sources say the
script was finalised in Delhi
before Nitish decided to hang
up his boots and opt for a RS
berth. This was evident in the
way he greeted Union minis-
ter Amit Shahathisresidence
on Thursday, and Shah reci-
procated with a bow.

Given Nitish'sage— he tur-
ned 750n March1—such a tra-
nsition was expected, but the ti-
ming, coming just four months
after NDA won a thumping ma-
jority under his leadershiplast
Nov, surprised many.

For BJP, the road ahead
is challenging. It must retain
the caste arithmetic and the
crucial EBC-women voter
base that Nitish carefully nur-
tured over the years.

JDU functionary and par-
liamentary affairs minister, Vi-
jay Kumar Choudhary, noted,
“Under Nitish, Bihar hasestab-
lished a new identity of devel-
opment, good governance and
social justice. His work isan in-
spiration for the country.”

Political analysts believe
if Nitish launches his son,
Nishant, into active politics
and makes him deputy CM, it
could give opposition fresh
ammunitionagainstbothhim
and BJP, since Nitish’s poli-
tics has long been built on op-
posing ‘parivarvad’.

Kumar Rakesh | Tnn

New Delhi: Bihar CM Nit-
ish Kumar is arare regional
heavyweight who has been
vocal in his disdain of dy-
nastic politics and made ita
point to keep his family
members, including his on-
ly son Nishant, out of any
limelight. As politics would
haveit, Nishantisnow being
seen by the JDU cadre with
keen anticipation to step in
to keep the party rooted to
itssupportbase as his father
moves out of his two-decade
long stewardship of Bihar.

As Nishant Kumar
appears set to make his po-
litical debut, the decision
hasbeen driven as much by
filial considerations as by
political necessity.

Signs of unease in a sec-
tion of JDU workers over
post-Nitish era were visible
after a swift turn of events
leading to the CM filing his
nomination for Rajya Sab-
ha, as some cried, some
raised slogansand some top-
pled furniture and threw
plates at the party’s Patna
headquarters, which was to
host a lunch, as it became
clear that their ‘leader’ is set
topassthebaton, inalllikeli-
hood, toa BJPnominee.

JDU MP, Kaushalendra
Kumar, Nitish’s choice to
represent his home turf of
Nalanda in Lok Sabha
since 2014, said supporters
of the Bihar’s longest serv-
ing CM are feeling sad. “If
Nishant joins politics, they
will be feel a little as-
suaged,” he said, empha-
sising that everyone in the
party will finally go by
what Nitish says.

JDU cadre bet
on Nishant to fill
in father’s shoes

There is a view
from the party’s
base that Nitish’s
son should be
given a key role to
convey continuity
and readiness for
future battles

Kaushalendra, like Nit-
ish, hails from the Kurmi
community, whose mem-
bers, including legislators
of the party, are believed to
be propelling the move to
bring Nishant into politics.

Several party members
have said he will soon be
Jjoining politics. While there
is no confirmation from the
JDU brass on the role to be
assigned to the 50-year-old
engineering graduate, indi-
cations have been given that
hewillbejoining the new Bi-
har govtasadeputy CM.

With Nitish’s stint in
Rajya Sabha to begin once
the outgoing members re-
tire on April 9, party func-
tionaries said there is a
month left tofinalise details.

JDU’s core support
base has traditionally in-
cluded Kurmis, sections of
backward castes and Da-
lits, and while it has shown
signs of fraying for several
years, Kurmis remain sol-
idly behind Nitish.

With key confidants of
Nitish coming from upper
castes, there is a view from
theparty’sbase thathisson
shouldbegivenakeyroleto
convey continuity and its
readiness for future battles
ashis father shows signs of
withdrawing from the gru-
elling field of state politics.

Nitish: Bihar now presents new

dimension of growth & respect

8 Son Nishant Set To Join State Govt 8 Dy CM Choudhary, Ir Union Home Min Rai Among Frontrunners For Top Post

»Continued fromP 1

itish Kumar thanked
N the people of Bihar. He
has served 10 terms as
chief minister over roughly
two decades, beginning his
first full five-year tenure from
2005 to 2010 in alliance with
BJP. “You have continuously
maintained your trust and
support with me, and on the
strength of that, we have se-
rved Biharand all of you with
complete dedication,” Nitish
said, adding that Bihar now
presents “anew dimension of
development and respect”.
About an hour before re-
aching assembly secretariat
to submit nomination pa-
pers, Nitish confirmed his
decision through a message
on X. “Since the beginning
of my parliamentary life, T
had a desire in my heart that
1 become a member of both
Houses of the Bihar legisla-

Ni'h'shh

sforRS,paveswayforBJPCMm Bihar

In Pats
Tuday In Shah's Presence

ture as well as both Houses
of Parliament. In this se-
quence, in the elections be-
ing held this time, I wish to
become a member of the Ra-
jyaSabha,” he wrote.
Attention inside JDU has
also turned to Nitish's son
Nishant. Party sources said
Nishantis expected to formal-
1y join the party on March 8,
after which his political role
will be decided. Within NDA,
discussions have begun over
succession in Patna. Sources

said Nitish has suggested pro-
jectinga Dalitface as next CM
or appointinga JDU function-
ary asdeputy CM.

Opposition RJD criticised
both Nitish and BJP. RJD
working president, Tejashwi
Yadav, said BJP had “done a
Maharashtra in Bihar”. He
said: “But Nitish has only
himself to blame. While in al-
liance, we supported him as
CM despite having more
MLAs, but he chose to walk
away on two occasions.”
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CISF to get legal
powers to check
illegal coal mining

Debabrata.Mohapatra
@timesofindia.com

Bhubaneswar: To effective-
ly combat illegal coal mining
in the country, the Centre has
decided to add more teeth to
Central Industrial Security
Force by granting it powers to
initiate legal proceedings,
similar to those enforced by
Railway Protection Force in
its jurisdiction, said CISF di-
rector general Praveer Ran-
janhere on Thursday.

the industrial security force,
is drafting a comprehensive
standard operating procedure
to enhance coal mine security
nationwide. The Raising Day
event will beattended by home
minister Amit Shah.

“CISF and Coal India Lim-
ited (CIL) have recently signed
an MoU to strengthen collabo-
ration. Under this agreement,
CISF will provide dedicated se-
curity to CIL's mines, projects
and critical assets, while both
organisations will jointly un-

‘Rossby Waves'
Arising Off Europe
Coast Key Trigger

Neha.Madaan@timesofindia.com

Pune: India’s summer heatwaves
— the humid, suffocating kind
that impact more than dry heat —
arenotjustgettingmore frequent,
but also more intense through a
now-identified specific atmo-
sphericchainreaction. A Jan 2026

LETHAL COMBINATION

Govt has introduced
amendmentsintheMinesand
Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1957 (MMDR
Act) to empower CISF with
the authority to enforce legal
provisions, he added.

Currently, the CISF's role
is limited to guarding 10 coal
mines in the country, with the
authority of enforcement
resting solely with state
mining officials and local po-
lice. The new powers will en-
able CISF to directly act
against the offenders.

The DG, who is in Odisha
tooversee preparationsforthe
CISF’s 57th Raising Day cere-
mony at Munduli in Cuttack
district on Friday, said the coal
ministry, in coordination with

SC: Disobedient
litigants may face
criminal contempt

» Continued fromP 1

these practices. It is felt that by such modus
operandi, disobedient litigants act brazenly
which has the further effect of bringing down
the authority and majesty of courts and the
ruleof law, interfering intheadministration of

I tsaid, “We, innouncertain terms, deprecate

justice. The same may well, in

tions, border on criminal contempt.”

High courts should deal with such “unscru-
pulous litigants, more so when they happen to be
‘State’, within the meaning of Article 12 of the

Constitution, or like bodies, with

the SC said, adding, “Unless HCs, so also this
court, deal with these aspects firmly, we run the
clearrisk of erosion of the unflinching faith that
the ordinary litigants of this country repose in
the judiciary at all levels. It is the solemn duty of
all of us manning courts across the hierarchy to
ensure that the public faith never wavers.”

The bench said justice is tempered with mer-
cy but courts should take strong exception to dis-
honest litigants, and it needs to be examined
whether the ‘liberal’ jurisprudence on contempt
requires a serious re-look. It also made it clear
that contempt proceedings would not be confined
only to parties before the court for non-imple-
mentation of order, but third parties/non-par-
ties, who are part of the chain in decision-mak-
ing process, would also be liable for contempt.

“Simply put, thus, itisnolongerres integra I
that a party, once becomes or is made aware of el
an order of this court, if yet acts in wilful de- L
fault or deliberate non-compliance or any such o
like conduct against/in breach of the order
concerned, makes itself liable to face the full
wrath of contempt jurisdiction,”

The court passed the order on a contempt 2
petition against Chhattisgarh govt officials for X
not complying with its order on regularising 5
the services of employees, and granted last
chance to them to implement it within 15 days. win

Court moves to declare
Nirav’s brothers fugitives

Mumbai: A special PMLA court has initiated
proceedings to declare Nirav Modi's brothers,
Neeshal and Nehal, both Belgian nationals,
and several others as fugitive economic offend-

ers,reports Rebecca Samervel.

Special judge AV Gujarathi issued a notice to
the accused on Wednesday following an applica-
tion filed by Enforcement Directorate. “Issue no-
tice to thenon applicant— Nehal Modi, as to why
he should not be declared a fugitive economic of-
fender under the Fugitive Economic Offenders
thejudgesaid. Gujarathipronounced sim-
ilar orders on pleas of other accused. The court
has set May 7as the next date for the hearing.

The agency is seeking the designation un-
der the Fugitive Economic Offenders Act — a
law designed to deter economic offenders from
evadingthe processof Indianlaw by remaining
outside the jurisdiction of domestic courts.

Act..”

dertake training, capacity
building, disaster manage-
ment and intelligence-sharing
initiatives,” Ranjan said.

Mines officials noted that
illegal coal mining poses seri-
ous risks to national re-
sources, public safety, envi-
ronment and lawful commer-
cial operations. It causes rev-
enue losses to the exchequer,
undermines legitimate
mining, endangers workers
and contributes to unregulat-
ed carbon emissions.

Despite deployment of
CISF and other security forces,
along with technology-driven
monitoring systems and the
Khanan Prarhari app for pub-
lic reporting, illegal mining
continues unabated.

study by scientists from IMD and
Indian Institute of Tropical Mete-
orology (IITM) Pune, published in
the Journal of the Atmospheric
Sciences, is the first to explain the
precise mechanism behind these
“moist heatwaves” and the find-
ings have direct implications for
early warning, public health, and
climate preparedness.

ITM scientist Rajib Chatto-
padhyay told TOI that their earli-
er study identified two types of In-
dian summer heatwaves and clas-
sified them as dry and moist. “The
dry variety, which mainly scorch-
es the northwest plains, is not
showing an increasing trend. But
the moist variety, in which high
humidity compounds with high
temperature to make the body’s
cooling system fail, shows a statis-

tically significant and accelerat-
ing trend. The current study pro-
vides a hint towards the mecha-
nism which can intensify moist
heatwaves over India,” he said.
Scientists traced the trigger to
Rossby atmospheric wave patterns
originating near Europe’s west
coast. These waves travel through
a Europe-Middle East-Indian
Ocean pathway and arrive over In-
dia as upper-air high-pressure sys-
tems, suppressing clouds and bak-
ing the surface. “But what turns a
bad heatwave worse is a second ac-
tor — the anomalous warming in
southernmost Bay of Bengal.
When that warm patch generates
its own circulation pattern and the
two systems arrive over northwest
India simultaneously, they super-
impose and amplify each other”

India’s ‘moist heatwaves’
“getting Worse, says study

Chattopadhyay said.

The anticyclone strengthens,
lingers longer, and simultaneous
ly pumps moisture westward into
India, producing a lethal combi-
nation of heat and humidity. The
team validated this using a
mathematical atmospheric
model run under 129 different
experiment configurations.

“The model results showed a
clear pattern. When warming over
the Bay of Bengal occurs at the
same time as atmospheric waves
arriving from Europe, temper-
ature and the ‘feels-like’ heat index
increase noticeably over north-
west India. We also found that if
the atmospheric wave pattern
shifts slightly, the zone of stronger
heat stress moves toward eastern
and southeastern coastal parts of
India,” Chattopadhyay said.

Observational data suggested
the humid heat signal in these re-
gionshasbeen strengtheninginre-
cent decades, he said. “In experi-
ments examining climate condi-
tions, we found this interaction be-
tween atmospheric waves and Bay
of Bengal warming works most ef-
fectively when jet stream speeds
are within the range seen under
present-day conditions. This mat-
ters because climate change is ex-
pected to influence large-scale at-
mospheric patterns, including jet
streams and wave behaviour.”

MVA picks Pawar Sr for only
- winnable RS seat from Maha

Vijay V Singh & Chaitanya Marpakwar | TN

Mumbai: After strong claims made
by all three of its constituents, Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) has finally
decided to nominate NCP (SP) chief
Sharad Pawar as its candidate for
the alliance’s sole winnable Rajya
Sabhaseatfrom Maharashtra. Thurs-
day is the last day to file nominations
for the March 16 elections.

State Congress chief Harshward-
han Sapkal and his party colleague
Vijay Wadettiwar, along with
NCP (SP) MP and Pawar’s
daughter Supriya Sule, ad-
dressed a brief press confer-
ence at the Congress office in
South Mumbai toannounce Pa-

20 MLAs). Pawar’s nomination comes
as a setback for Aaditya and has also
brought to light the rift between him
and Raut who had suggested Pawar’s
name even before Aaditya batted for in-
cumbent MP Priyanka Chaturvedi.

Along with Pawar, the RS stint will
end in April for Chaturvedi, Fauzia
Khan of NCP (SP), Ramdas Athawale
of RPI (Athawale), BJP’s Bhagwat
Karad, Congress’ Rajani Patil and
NCP’s Dhairysheel Patil.
Sule had met Uddhav Thackeray
on Tuesday to push for Sharad
Pawar’snameforthe seat. How-
ever, even after the meeting, Se-
na UBT had said no name had
been finalised.

Political observerssaid that

war’s name on Wednesday.

Asked about the Sena UBT politic-
ians’ absence at the press meet, Sule
said their party MP Sanjay Raut had
visited Sharad Pawar earlier in the
day, indicating the party’s support for
him. Afterwards, Raut posted on so-
cial media that “Congress finally took
the decision over Rajya Sabha. The
MVA is one and will remain together.”

Raut had repeatedly said earlier
that Pawar would be the RS candidate
for MVA, speaking in a tone different
from that of Aaditya Thackeray who
had said Sena UBT should get the seat
asthesinglelargest party inMVA (with

with Pawar getting the nomi-
nation, Raut has again emerged a
winner and set the Sena UBT's agen-
da. “Going by Raut’s word, it was al-
most certain the seat was going to be
given to Pawar. In this scenario, the
vehement and open attempt to stake
claim to the seat (by Aaditya) has
caused embarrassment. It seems
thereisariftinthe thought processin
the party... This could have an impact
on future nominations and the trust
factor of the leadership. Sena UBT
may now get the ML.C seat (which will
alsogotothepolls), butthe RS episode
hasleftadent,” an observer said.

certain situa-

an iron hand”,

itsaid.
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CENTRAL INDUSTRIAL
SECURITY FORCE

|CISF

Em-muw,

VIRTUAL INAUGURATION

&

FOUNDATION LAYING

Virtual inauguration of modern residential
complexes for CISF personnel at Rajarhat
(Kolkata) and Maidangarhi (Delhi)

outlook."

&
Layingof foundationstones for campuses of 03 Reserve Battalions at KﬂII]I}IP L
(Assam), Nashik (Maharashtra) and Sehore (Madhya Pradesh) wort](l/ |
‘Rs 900 Cr. (approx) on the occasion of 57th Raising Da f CISE/

from

KRTC Mundali, Odisha‘

on 06t March, 2026

2

Government of Maharashtra
Maharashtra Medical Goods Procurement Authority, Mumbai
E-mail maha.mmgpa2023@gmail.com
MMGPA, 1st Floor, Arogya Bhavan, St. Georges Hospital Compound,

MUMBAI-400 001

TENDER NOTICE

Chief Executive Officer, Maharashtra Medical Goods Procurement Authority, Mumbai
invites tender in two Envelope system from the eligible bidders for the following items
for purchase of Consumables.
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"The CISF has a vital role in our securi t{
apparatus. They provide round the cloc
¢ 4 incl dmg

- Narendra Modi
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% Hon’ble Union Home Mmlster and Mlmster of Co- operatlon

Hindu Religious & Charitable Endowments Department

ARULMIGU KAPALEESHWARAR TEMPLE
Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004.
e-Tender Notice - Two Cover System
e-Tender Notice No: 10 / 2025-26, Dated : 03.03.2026.
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GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

))
* ELECTRONICS GOHPI}HATIIJN OF TAMII.NAIJII LIMITED - ANGADI

9" Floor, Sigapi Aachi 18/3, i Road, Egmore,
Chennai - 600 008. www.elcot.tn.gov.in | 044- in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Tender No. E-ANGAD! DC-2026-0!

ELCOT invites “Tender for Selection of System Integrator (Sl) for brownfield
development, implementation of cloud platform and 5 year end to end
operations (Build, Operate, Transfer) for Tamil Nadu State Data Centre and
Tamil Nadu Disaster Recovery Centre”. For complete details, please
visit www.elcot.tn.gov.in or www.tntenders.gov.in. Pre-bid meeting:
18.03.2026, 11 AM. Last date for submission of e-bids: 22.04.2026, 3 PM.
For queries: tenders@elcotangadi.in
DIPR/1618/Tender/2026

100 |

MANAGING DIRECTOR

CHENNAI METROPOLITAN
WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD

NOTICE INVITING TENDER THROUGH E-TENDER
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

Date: 03 March 2026
Loan No Loan No:P59311-001 IND/Chennai Climate resilient Water
and T»lle: Security and Sewerage Project (CCRWSSP) and

E-Procurement Notice
CNT/UGSS/NCB/ADB/004/2025-26

Improvement to Existing sewerage system under Nesapakkam
STP catchment area — SW-03 - Rehabilitation and enlargement of|
existing collection system with HSCs under 7 Nos of LS/SPS in
Area 9 & 10 and Operation & maintenance of entire collection
system for 5 years.

Contract No. and Title:

Deadline for

Submission of Bids: 08/04/2026 Up to 15.00 Hours

. The Government of Tamil Nadu through Government of India has applied for financing
from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) toward the cost of Chennai Climate Resilient
Water Security and Sewerage Project (CCRWSSP). Part of this financing will be used for
payments under the Contract named above. Bidding is open to Bidders from eligible
source countries of ADB.

The Chennai Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board (‘the Employer”) invites E-

bids from eligible Bidders.

The Scope of Work: Improvemeni to exnstmg sewerage system under Nesapakkam STP

area—SW-03 - Ret an of existing ion system with

HSCs under 7 Nos of LS/SPS in Area 9 & 10 and Operation & maintenance of entire

collection system for 5 years. Including other works within the contract scope. (‘the Works").

Supplying, laying, testing and commissioning of 59.425 km of DWC / Cl/ HDPE gravity mains

of sizes varying from 200mm dia to 700mm dia by Pipe bursting, Horizontal Directional

Drilling (HDD) and open cut method of laying. Construction and up gradation of 1666 Nos of

precast and cast in situ machine holes and Providing 7928 Nos of house sewer connections

(HSCs) with 110mm and 160mm dia MDPE pipes. Operation and maintenance of entire

collection system for a period of 5 years.

4. Open competitive bidding — National advertisement will be conducted in accordance with
ADB's Single-Stage: Two-Envelope bidding procedure and is open to all Bidders from
eligible countries as described in the Bidding Document.

. Only eligible Bidders with the following key qualifications defined in the Bidding Document
may participate in this bidding:

Technical criteria specified is for at least one contract that has been satisfactorily
completed within the last Five years (2020-2021 to 2024-2025).

N

@«

)

S Qualification Criteria Details

No.

1. |Supply, laying and commissioning of gravity sewer mains of dia| 20 km
minimum of 350mm of HDPE/DWC/CI/RCC for a minimum length,
successfully completed in one single contract.

2. |Supply, laying and commissioning of gravity sewer mains of dia| 5.40 km
minimum of 200mm of HDPE/DWC/CI/RCC for a minimum length,
successfully completed using Trenchless Technology by pipe bursting /|
HDD in one single contract.

3. |Operation & Maintenance of Sewerage Network system for a period of| 1 project
atleastone year

- Financial criteria specified are to be achieved within the last 5 years (20202021 to
2024-2025). (Rs. in Crores)

Date: 04.03.2026

e-Tenders are invited by the Joint Commissioner/Executive Officer,

Arulmigu Kapaleeswarar Temple, Mylapore, Chennai -
works. The e-tender documents can be downloaded
https://tntenders.gov.in from 05.03.2026 upto 16.03.2026 until 5.45p.m at free of
cost. The filled e-Tenders will be received up to 17.03.2026 until 3.00 p.m. All
received e-tenders will be opened on 17.03.2026 at 4.00 p.m. The EMD amount

600 004 for the following
from the website

DGIPR/2025-2026/6340

Email- maha.mmgpa2023@gmail.com

Chief Executive Officer,
Maharashtra Medical Goods Procurement Authority,

Mumbai

Joint Commissioner/Executive Officer

K.Ranjini Manian, P.Thir

Board of Trustees
M.P.

Sr. | Tender Name of Prebid Period of sale, Bid Opening should be remitted through online only from any Nationalised bank in the name
No. No Item(s) Meeting |download & submission of Arulmigu Kapaleeshwarar Temple
of bid All relevant documents should be uploaded in PDF format only. All
1 RT-240 Test Kits Dt. 11.03.2026| Dt. 04-03-2026 At. 03.00 | Dt. 27-03-2026 e-tender documents, further notifications, corrigendum will be published
At.12.00 hrs. PM to Dt. 25-03-2026 At. 14.01 hrs through website https://tntenders.gov.in only and not in newspaper.
1 _ _ ___upto 14.00 PM. _ . Name of work Tender value EMD Period | (Contractor
1. For detailed information, the interested bidders may visit the Website https:/; No. Rs. Amount Rs. | of work | eligibility
mahatenders.gov.in. Construction of Arulmigu Registered, live, cass of
2. The Chief Executive Officer reserves the right to increase or decrease the quantity Kabaleeswarar Arts and ;I“ﬂ'ilﬁ"'ﬂd“’:mmf
to be purchased and also reserves the right to cancel all the tenders without giving 1 g;'ﬁ)’:\‘;‘;‘z':s:l:.l?ga:e -2 | 26,30,17,735/- | 13,25,089/- "ﬂm ,,1’,',‘;,‘,;;;,;',";’;‘{2“"‘
months
any reason to. X . Kabaleeswarar Temple, et
For e-tendering help/information, please contact. Mylapore, Chennai - 04 undertakings with
M T ) required experience
Website : https:/mahatenders.gov.in = =
Sd/- P.K.Kavenitha, BABL MHRM. P.Vijayakumar Reddy

Chairman Board of Trustees

r CT.Ar
DIPR /1631/ Tender / 2026

S - - Details
No. Qualification Criteria (Rs. in Crores)
4. |Achieved minimum annual construction turnover calculated as total 89.30
certified payments received for contracts in progress or completed.
For Joint Venture (maximum three partners), for all partners 89.30
combined (must meet the requirement)
For any one partner 44.65
For each partner 22.32
5. |One Sewerage network construction with the component of the 53.57
proposed works of the value of not less than

Details of bid security and dates of Prebid meeting, bids closing date and bids opening dates

NIT E-Bid | Prebid | EBd | E-Big
No. Name of work Security | meeting closing Opening
. (INR) Date Date Date

1 Improvement to existing

sewerage system under|

Nesapakkam STP catchment

area — SW-03 - Rehabilitation and 12/03/2026 |08/04/2026

gement of existing 134Cr| at11.00 |Upto 15.00| 2042026

syslem with HSCs under 7 Nos of]| Hours Hours g

LS/SPS in Area 9 & 10 and

Operation & maintenance of entire|

ion system for 5 years.

Note: Only E-Bid security is accepted.

More details of qualification requirements are mentioned in the Bidding Documents.

6. To obtain further information and inspect the bidding documents, Bidders should contact:
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (CONTRACT & MONITORING)
CHENNAIMETROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD,

No.1, Pumping Station Road, Chintadripet, Chennai-02

Telephone: +91 44 28451300. Extn:254

E-mail: secandm@gmail.com

7. To purchase the bidding documents in English, eligible Bidders should:

- Refer to https://tntenders.gov.in(e-procurement portal of the Employer). The
Bidding Documents will be available online on the website at
www.tntenders.gov.in until before the deadline of bid submission.

8. Deliver your bid

- Online at https://tntenders.gov.in on or before the deadline date specified
at15:00 hours (IST) together with a E-Bid Security as described in the Bidding
Document.

Details of submission and opening of bids are as detailed above.
Bids will be opened promptly after the deadline for bid submission in the
presence of Bidders' representatives who choose to attend.

9. The Employer/Purchaser will not be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by

Bidders in connection with the preparation or submission/delivery of bids.
CE(O&M)-Il/SE(C&M)ilc.

DIPR/1560/TENDER/2026 (Contracts &Monitoring)
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2 cousins from Punjab killed in Canada crash

Tarn Taran: Two cousins from Punjab’s Tarn Taran district died Tuesday after
their vehicle allegedly skidded on snow, broke through a guardrail and plunged
down a steep embankment along the Alaska highway in northeastern British
Columbia, Canada. The deceased were identified as Talwinder Singh (32) and
Judgebir Singh (30). Talwinder, one of three brothers, had moved to Canadanear-
ly five years ago on a study visa and was working part-time. — Yudhvir Rana

- Punjab-origin YouTuber
stabbed in Canada

IP Singh & Neel Kamal | vy called on Akali leader Bik-
ram Singh Majithia in Nabha

Jalandhar/Bathinda: Nan- jail. She also spoke against

Bihar State Electronics Development Corporation Ltd.
(A Government of Bihar Undertaking)
Beltron Bhawan, Shastri Nagar, Patna-800023,
Telephone No. 0612-2281242 Tele Fax No. 0612-2281857
CIN No -U31900BR19785GC001317
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Patna Municipal Corporation
NIT No.09/CME/PMC/2026
Short Tender Notice

Patna Municipal Corporation invites online bids through www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in for following
works from the bidders fulfilling eligibility criteria's.

cy Grewal (45), a social media  the Akal Takht jathedar.
influencer and YouTuber of Nancy also confronted
Punjabiorigin, wasstabbedto ~ Nihang Amritpal Mehron —

death in LaSalle, near Wind-
sor, Ontario, Canada,
onMarch 3, police said.

mainsuspectinthe 2025 mur-
der of influencer Kan-
chan Kumari—accus-

Originally  from ing him of moral pol-
Ludhiana, Nancy Gre- icing before he report-
wal was a commenta- edly fled tothe UAE.
tor on India-Canada Nancy waslivingin

tensionsand a critic of
Khalistani extremism who
took on politicians and reli-
gious leaders in her posts. In
recent weeks, she posted vid-
eos against Radha Soami Sat-
sang Beas chief Baba Gurin-
der Singh Dhillon after he

Windsor and working
as a nurse. Her sister said
Nancy had gone to LaSalle to
check on an elderly patient
and was attacked while leav
ingshortly before9.30pm. She
was rushed to hospital but
succumbed to her injuries.

LNG squeeze may impact urea
output ahead of kharif season

No Immediate
Crisis As It’s Lean
Season: Experts

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: India may face serious
disruptions in supply of fertilisers
and raw materials in the next kha-
rif season — starting in June — if
the blockade of the Strait of Hor-
muz continues due to the conflict in
West Asia, industry insiders said.
They added that there is no immedi-
ate crisis because it is a lean season.

Any reduction in supply of lig-

TElAIIGAHI TRADE PROMOTION CORPORATION LTD.

(Formerly TSTPC Ltd) (An Undertaking of Government of Telangana)
10-474, Shakkar Bhavan, 2nd Floor, Fateh Maidan Road, Hyderabad - 500 004, Telangana, India

Regd. Off
Tel : +91 040-23237591, Email: info@tgtpc.org, htps:/Hgtpc telangana.govin CIN: UT4991TG2014SGC095647

TGTPC/TENDER/GOVT/CONV/2026,

SHORT TENDER NOTICE

(Through e-procurement portal of Government of Telangana only)

Telangana Trade Promotion Corporation Ltd, Hyderabad invites e-Tenders from reputed
Conversion Units for manufacture of exercise note books for Government Welfare
Departments/ Institutions for the year 2026-27. Tenders can be viewed and downloaded
from the Website: https://tender.telangana.gov.in (Tender 1D:684200) from 11.00 AM
onwards on 06.03.2026 and fast date & time for submission of tenders: 1.00.PM on
16.03.2026 for further details can be had from TGTPC Office during working hours. Mobile
N0.9110505855.

Date.05.03.2026.

Sd/- MANAGING DIRECTOR

NORTHERN RAILWAY
CORRIGENDUM
Sr. DEE-TRS-GZB acting for and on behalf of President of India invites Tender
corrigendum against Tender No. 230-TRS-GZB- zuzs 26-13 for the work of Provision
of Loco washing plant, T&P for Loco Mai -
localized VHF's in Electric Loco Shed-Ghaziabad The details are as under

Field Name | Existing Date Time | Modified Date Time
Tender Closing Date Time | 20.03.2026 16:00 | 26.03.2026 15:00
Bidding Start Date 06.03.2026 [ 14.03.2026

Particulars of Tender Corrigendum details can be seen on website www.reps.gov.in

No. 230-TRS-GZB-2025-26-13 Dated : 02.03.2026 74112026

Serving Customers With A Smile

NORTHERN RAILWA
e-Tender Notice
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/Traction Distribution, DRM's Office,
State Entry Road, New Delhi for & on behalf of President of India, invites
open e-tender for the under noted work:

Name of work with| Manning of 11 Nos. Traction Substations over DUK and
its location | SPR Sections of Delhi Division.

Rs.2,38,55,561.15/-
Rs.2,69,300/-
16.03.2026 (11.30 hrs.)
19.03.2026 (00.00 Hrs.) to 02.04.2026
15.00 Hrs.)

Approx. Cost of work
Earnest Money Deposit
Date & Time of Pre-Bid Meeting

E-Tender Bid Online Submission period

E-Tender Bid Submission

End Date & E-Tender Open Date & Time 02.04.2026 (15.00 hrs)

uefied natural gas (LNG) to urea
manufacturers in the coming
weeks couldimpact production of
the key soil nutrient ahead of the
kharif planting season, a fertilis-
er company executive said, add-
ing that they are keeping a close
watch on developments. Kharif
crops account for more than half

SUPPLY STRAIN

of India’s food grain production,
as major crops such as rice, puls-
es, oilseeds, cotton, and sugar-
caneare sown during this season.

On average, fertiliser compa-
nies produce around 2.5 million
tonnes (MT) of soil nutrients per
month. If LNG supplies are
not normalised, production could
be severely affected, industry
watchers said, highlighting that
production and stocking of fertil-

» Continued from P1

early 80% of Nepal's terrain
\[ is mountainous, complicat-
ing transport of ballots and
election logistics in remote dis-
tricts. A political analyst told TOI
a turnout of anything above 60%
would be significant, considering
thatmore than 20% of regis-
tered votersareestimated to
be working overseas. The
turnoutinthepreviouselec-
tion, in 2022, stood at61.4%.
Interim Prime Minister
Sushila Karki, Nepal's first

after young activists organised an
online vote following the resigna-
tionof KP Sharma Oli, casther vote
early in Kathmandu and told re-
porters, “my duty iscomplete”. She
said her govt had prioritised hold-
ing elections peacefully despite po-
litical uncertainty. “We were care-
ful from the beginning to avoid any

‘woman to hold the post and chosen

bloodshed during the election...
polls have been conducted in a fru-
gal manner despite doubts that
they could be organised. Incoming
govt will inherit the expectations
of young voters. It holds the hopes
of the youth — hope for change
andaroadmap for development.”
The snap polls followed
monthsof political upheav-
al triggered by last year's
Gen Z protests, which be-
gan after a brief social
media ban and widened in-
) todemonstrations demand-
ing accountability, govern-
ance reform and job opportuni-
ties. The two-day uprising on Sept
8and 9, when more than 70 protes-
ters were killed, ultimately forced
the collapse of the govt and set
the stage for the snap elections.
For activists who helped orga-
nise the protests, pollingday marked
the next phase of that movement —
turning street pressure into votes.

isers usually begins from March
toensure smooth distribution.
Atpresent, 60% of LNG used in
urea manufacturing is imported
from Qatar, and India has a long-
termagreement in place. Current-
1y, 30 out of 32 urea manufacturing
units use natural gas as feedstock.
Industry watchers also said that
apart from supply issues, blockade
of key shipping routes in the Gulf
would push up prices of DAP and
urea, which would directly impact
the govt's food subsidy expenses.
Regarding the current level of
stocks, people involved in the sec-
torsaid that by the end of Feb, urea
stocks stood at 5.5 MT compared to
4.9MTayearago. Thecurrent DAP
stock with companies is projected
at around 2.5 MT, against 1.3 MT a
year earlier. In the case of complex
fertilisers, NPK (nitrogen, phos-
phorus, and potassium) stocks
are higher than 5.4 MT compared
to3.2MT ayear ago. The increased
stock is due to a surge in imports
during the current financial year.

Nepal interim PM: Prioritised holding
polls peacefully despite uncertainty

Amrita Ban, 23, a Gen Z anti-
corruption organiser who was
involved in the Sept protests, de-
scribed the day as deeply emotion-
al. “This momentous day feels like
a rollercoaster of emotions,” she
said. “For six months, people kept
askingif an election was even pos-
sible after all the bloodshed.” She
said many organisers felt over-
whelmed by the turnout of young
voters across districts. Majid An-
sari, another Gen Z activist, said
youth participation appeared un-
precedented. “I've never seen
teenagers and young people this
hungry to vote,” he said. He
framed the election as a response
to the upheaval that followed the
protests. “Webegan withdemands
for accountability and reforms,
not a revolution. What followed
was harsher than we imagined...”

Ansari also called for account-
ability for violence during the un-
restfrom the govt that takes office.

Fund Allocation 07041032
Website particulars where complete

details of tender can be seen|

www.ireps.gov.in

Cost of Tender EMD
sL (Non-Refundable) (IN INR)
N: f Work
No. Rme of Wor' (Paid Through (Paid Through
2.bih in) 2.bih in)
Request for Proposal for Selection of Agency
for Planning & Executing activities related to
1 IEC Information, Education and Rs. 11,800/~ Rs. 5,00,000/-
Communication for Patna Municipal
Corporation
Key Dates:

Date of issue of RFP :05.03.2026 (1500 Hrs.)
(Start of online bid/downloading of bid documents)
Date of pre-bid meeting :11.03.2026 (1600 Hrs.)
:12.03.2026 (1600 Hrs.)
:18.03.2026 (1600 Hrs.)
:19.03.2026 (1600 Hrs.)

:Tobe notified later.

Last date of submission of pre-bid Query
Last date of online bid submission

Date and time of opening of technical bids
Date and time of opening of financial bids

The preferred Company/ agency would be selected through two-part competitive bidding process
based on evaluation of technical proposal and financial proposal. The bidders are expected to
submit their proposal in accordance with the instruction provided in the RFP. Detailed Request for
Proposal (RFP) incorporating instructions for submission of bid and other relevant information's
will be available on www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in and www.pmc.bihar.gov.in from bid start date.

Amendment/Corrigendum/ any information to NIT, if any would be on website

E-Tender No.: 40-TRD-NDLS-2025-26 Dated : 03.03.2026 74512026,
Serving Customers With A Smile

NORTHERN RAILWAY

e-OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
Sr. Divisional Engineer-I/Northern Railway, New Delhi for and on behalf of President
of India invites e-tender on the prescribed form for the under noted work.
Name of work with location, cost of work and Earnest money:
1. Augmentation of PNP Running Room by constructing an additional Building
Comprising of 12 New Rooms in the Existing Running room in the section of
SSE/W/PNP under ADEN/PNP.

of turnouts & of track in various
yard in the section of SSE/P.Way/KUN under ADEN/KUN.
3. of turnouts & of track in various
yard in the section of SSE/P.Way/PNP under ADEN/PNP.
4. of tumouts & of track in various

yard in the section of SSE/P.Way/SNP under ADEN/PNP.
Approx. Cost : 1. Rs. 1,41,50,403.02/- 2. Rs. 1,14,91,506.69/-
3.Rs. 1,08,94,169.18/- 4.Rs. 1,19,82,082.14/-
Earnest Money : 1. Rs. 2,20,800/- 2. Rs. 2,07,500/-
3. Rs. 2,04,500/- 4. Rs. 2,09,900/-
Completion Period : 1. 12 Months 2,3 & 4. 09 Months

Jammu and Kashmir Minerals Limited
(A J&K Government Undertaking)

RO :- Ground Floor Sanat Ghar Bemina Srinagar

Email :- md.minerals@jk.gov.in Ph. No 0194-2493616.

E-AUCTION OF COAL

Coal extracted from Coal Mines Kalakot Rajouri J&K (on as is where
in basis) through MSTC Ltd on 14™, March, 2026. All the interested
Buyers are invited to participate in the E-Auction. Only registered
buyers with MSTC Ltd are eligible to participate. For new buyer's
registration/participation contact Helpdeskho@mstcindia.in Ph.
0796906660 Dealing Officer :- Mr Nikhil MSTC Ph. no. 9674550002.
Detailed Terms & Conditions and catalogues can be downloaded
from MSTC website www.mstcindia.in

For physical verification of Coal at Moghla & Metka Coal Mines
Kalakot Rajouri Contact - Mr. Shakeel Ahmad Wani, Agent Coal
Mines Kalakote. (8492922789); Mr Parmod Khajuria DGM
(7006527662); Mr Mir Sajad DGM (7006274597); Mr. Mir Irfan
Company Secretary (9419269220); E.mail:- md.minerals@jk.gov.in

J&K Minerals Ltd is conducting E-Auction of 13,521.983 MTS of

‘Hasn't takena
day offin25y
Carney praises
PM’s work ethic

Manash.Gohain
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Canadian PM
Mark Carney praised Naren-
dra Modi's governance ap-
proach and work ethic, saying
the Indian PM remained
strongly focused on delivering
welfare programmes directly
to ordinary citizens despite
policy and ad-
ministrative
challenges.
Speaking at

www.cproc2.bihar.gov.in only.

Patna Municipal Corporation
Maurya Lok Complex,

Buddha Marg, Patna, Bihar, 800001
Website: www.pmc.bihar.gov.in

il.com

Email- patname-bih@gov.in/id
M:+918292424327

PR. No. 25360 (B&C) 25-26

P IR, 9aiT B gL IRAR|

Chief Municipal Engineer
Patna Municipal Corporation

DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL & FISHERIES RESOURCES
BIHAR, PURNEA.
PURNEA SEMEN STATION
A UNIT OF BIHAR LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
Advert. No.- 11/ 2025-26
URGENT - TENDER FOR SUPPLY OF EMULSION & ENAMEL PAINT

Sealed tenders are invited for Purnea Semen Station, Purnea from primary distributer
having valid distributer license for the supply of “EMULSION & ENAMEL PAINT”.
Bidder should must be registered under GST. The bid must be in two bid system i.e.
Technical and Financial in two separate sealed envelopes duly super scribed with
“TECHNICAL BID” AND “FINANCIAL BID” and name of firm. Both the sealed envelope is
to be put in bigger envelope duly sealed and super scribed with “OFFER FOR SUPPLY
OF EMULSION & ENAMEL PAINT”.

SNN. ITEM NAME UNIT | QUANTITY | RATE / UNIT
1| Asian Paint Plastic Emulsion — L 143 (Rain drop) Liter | 1000
2| Asian Paint Plastic Emulsion — L 150 (Pressed Linen) Liter [ 200
3| Asian Paint Ace Exterior Emulsion — 0615 (Silver Grey Light Shade) | Liter | 1000
4| Asian Paint Ace Exterior Emulsion — 8303 (dark Shade) Liter | 200
5 | Asian Paint Premium gloss enamel - Aluminium Paint Liter [ 100
6 | Asian Paint Premium gloss enamel - 6126 Nickel Grey Liter | 500

You are requested to quote your lowest rates with GST, payment terms of delivery and
any other tax for the same on or before 04:00 PM, 17/03/2026 through our website
and Post at our following address:

General Manager,

Purnea Semen Station,

NH-31, Maranga, Purnea, Bihar — 854303.

Note: Quotations sent by E-mail will not be accepted.

The details of Tenders offer, terms and conditions may be seen on the website-
https://www.sspurnea.com.

Important Dates
Start date for Submission of tender :- 08/03/2026 from 10:00 AM.
Last date for Submission of Tender 17/03/2026 on or before 04:00 PM
Opening date for Financial Bid - TobeInformed later

Details information visit webssite state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar

General Manager
PR. N0.025350( Animal ) 2025-26 Purnea Semen Station, Purnea.

TETEd 8 WY e, JRE w® ') aRear)

Eamest Money should be in the form of net banking or payment gateway only.
Note : FDR or Demand Draft will not be accepted as EMD for tender invited on
IREPS as per Railway Boards letter No. 2015/CE-l/CT/5/1 dated 31.08.2016.
Date and time of submission of tender and opening of tender: Upto 15.00 hrs
on 27.03.2026, opening of e-tender at 15.00 hrs. on 27.03.2026.
Website particulars, published-tender, notice location etc complete
details of tender can be seen and website where the tender form can be
downloaded: Above tender available on IREPS site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in
Similar nature of work: 1. Construction of Building/Quarters.

2. Any type of Track work.
NOTE: All attachments must be self attested by the tenderers and the affidavit
should be submitted in the new format attached with tender conditions as per
Annexure-XXIV is compulsorily.
No.: 128-W/280/Tender Notice/25-26/W-1(NIT-46-49) Dated: 05.03.2026  751/2026

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

National Investigation Agency

Ministry of Home Affairs
Government of India
€GO Complex, Lodhi Road
New Delhi-110003
Telephone No. 011-24368800 & Fax No. 011-24368801

NOTICE
ENGAGEMENT OF LEGAL EXPERTS OF EMINENCE
ON CONTRACTUAL BASIS
INTHE
NATIONAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY
(www.nia.gov.in)
National Investigation Agency (NIA), Ministry of Home
Affairs, Government of India invites applications from
Legal Experts of eminence for engagement against 02
(two) posts (number may vary) purely on contract
basis for a period of 01(one) year or until further orders
whichever is earlier.
Applicants should possess substantial expertise in
constitutional, criminal and public international law, with
demonstrated experience in legislative drafting, policy
formulation, treaty interpretation, international criminal
law, comparative legal research and advisory work
relating to national security, transnational crime, and
criminal justice reforms. Candidates from Investigation,
prosecution, retired members of the judiciary or retired
officers of the foreign service, strong research-based
academia, or allied domains of legal practice and public
policy are eligible to apply.
Details regarding eligibility criteria, emoluments, selection
procedure, application proforma and other terms and
conditions are available on the NIA website:
www.nia.gov.in. Applications in the prescribed format
must reach the Deputy Inspector General (Admin), NIA
HQ, Opposite CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-
110003 by Registered/Speed post or email
(spadmin.nia@gov.in) within 45 days from publication
of advertisement in the ‘Employment News'. Incomplete
or late applications will be summarily rejected.
Sd/-
DIG(Admin)

CBC 19133/11/0068/2526  NIA HQ, New Delhi

DIP No:DIPK-NB.

an interaction

N DEPARTMENT OF ART & CULTURE
BIHAR STATE FILM DEVELOPMENT AND FINANCE CORPORATION LIMITED (BSFDFC)
e Patna, Bihar
ovt, of Bihar INVITATION FOR REGISTRATION OF SERVICE PROVIDERS

(For Facilitating Film Shooting in Bihar under Bihar Film Promotion Policy, 2024)
Bihar State Film Development and Finance Corporation Limited (BSFDFC), Patna, under the

Department of Art & Culture, Government of Bihar, proposes to create a database of film and

shooting-related service providers for facilitating filmmakers and production houses

undertaking film shooting activities within the State of Bihar, in accordance with the Bihar Film

Promotion Policy, 2024.

In this context, individuals, agencies, firms, and service providers engaged in film
production—related activities are invited to register their details on the official BSFDFC portal for
the purpose of facilitating access to local services during film shootings in Bihar.

Interested applicants may register their services by visiting: https://film.bihar.gov.in/

Categories of Services (Indicative):

1) Performers: (i) Artists: Actor, Anchor, Voice Artist (Dubbing, Voice Over), Junior Artist,
MusicDirector (Songs, Background), Arranger, Musician, Singer, Choreographer, Assistant
Choreographer, Dancer, Group Dancer

(ii) Technicians and Manpower: Director, Assistant Director, Casting Director, Story Writer,
Screenplay Writer, Dialogue Writer, Voice Over Writer, Lyricists, Director of Photography
(DOP), Camera Assistant, Lighting Assistant, Lightman, Sound Designer, Sound Recordist,
Effects & Foley Artist, Sound Mixing Master (RR), Editor, Editing Assistant, Production
Designer, Art Director, Art Director Assistant, Action Director, Fighter, Animation-Graphics &
Spl. Effects Artist, DI Colourist, Line Producer, Production Manager, Production Assistant,
Costume Designer, Dress-man, Make-up Man, Make-up Assistant, Hair Stylist, Wig Maker,
still Photographer, BTS Makers, Spot Boys.

2) Vendors: Shooting Studios, Sound Studios, Edit Studios, Animation & Graphics Studios,
Costume Supplier, Props Supplier, Food Supplier, Cine Equipment Supplier, Junior Artist
Provider, Spot Boy Provider, Hotels & Hospitality Provider, Houses for shooting Providers,
Vanity Van Provider, Transport Provider, Logistics Provider, Travel Agents, Generator
Services, Security Services and any other allied services required for film shooting and
production.

Registration is solely for database creation and facilitation purposes and does not imply
empanelment, selection, or any contractual obligation on the part of BSFDFC or the Government

of Bihar.
o General Manager

Bihar State Film Development and Finance
PR. No. 025587 (Youth, Art & Culture ) 2025-26 Corporation Limited,, Patna, Bihar

This information is available on website www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar also
A S I G T
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Open theyear

Notice for provi
The Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/FS, Northern Railway, Delhi Division for

for trial on temporary and Experimental basis. These movable conveyor belts can

cm with Conveyor capacity of 1000 kg or more and should also have throughput

Last date of submission of EOI: Upto 15:00 Hrs on 12.03.2026.
No: C9/Conveyor Belt/2026 Date:05.03.2026

SERVING C MERS WITH ASMILE

NORTHERN RAILWA

n of hiring of Movable Conveyor Belts on rent basis (EOI

President of India Invites EOI (Expression of Interest) for provision of hiring of 2 movable conveyor
belts on rent basis along with operator for both the movable conveyor belts for a period of 02 days
for loading/ unloading of outward/inward parcel packages at VP siding, New Delhi Railway Station

40 feetin length and are capable for scanning of parcels measuring at least 100 cm x 100 cm x 100
hour or more. Expression submitted will be scrutinized and feasibility of rates proposed by the

applicant will be provided if found feasible. For more details & Other information kindly visit
Northern Railway's website: www.nr.indianrailway.gov.in or contact 9717631970.

hosted by the
Lowy Institute
in Sydney Thursday, Ca1 ney
reflected on his recent meet-
ings with Modi in New Delhi
and described him as a leader
deeply committed to imple-
menting reforms thatreached
people at the grassrootslevel.
“He’s a person who is very
focused on delivery... to the
rural household, to the person
onthestreet,” Carneysaid, ex-
plaining how India’s financial
and digital reforms were de-
signed to ensure welfare bene-
fitsreached citizens directly.
Referring to India’s digital
payments transformation,
Carney highlighted the role
of UPIin expanding financial
inclusion and reducing leak-
ages in welfare distribution.
“A huge motivation for the
payment system transforma-
tion, UPIand other things was
to get money directly to indi-
viduals without leakage and
bring hundreds of millions
intoformal economy,” he said.
Carney also commented
on Modi’s political work ethic.
“He has not taken a single day
off inthelast 25 yearseitheras
chief ministerof Gujaratoras
prime minister,” he said. His
remarks came days after his
four-day visit to India aimed
at rebuilding ties following
diplomatic tensions in 2023.

AP cracker
unit blast toll
risesto 28:

The death toll
inablastata
firecracker
unitin Andhra
Pradesh;s
Kakinada
districtlast
weekend has
risento 28,
withtwo
workers
succumbing
totheir
injuries Wed-
nesday. TNN

and on behalf of

cover area upto

of 200 bags per

749/2026
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After signing condolence book,

Misri meets Iranian ambassador

»Continued from P1

would express condolences ov-
er the killing of Khamenei, if
not condemn the US-Israel attacks
on Iran. After signing the book, Mis-
ri had a short meeting with Iranian
ambassador Mohammad Fathali.
Russian ambassador Denis Ali-
pov and Pakistani charge d’affaires
Saad Ahmad Warraich were among
the first to sign the condolence book
when it was opened in the morning.
In his message, Misri expressed con-
dolences on behalf of the govt and
people of India. “We pray for peace
for the departed soul,” he said. How-
ever, in 2024, after the death of then
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi,
Jaishankar had himself visited the
embassy to sign the condolence
book. India had then also declared a
day-long national mourning.
Misrisigned the book on the first
day of its opening but the fact thatIn-
dia had not offered its condolences
for Khamenei, who waskilled on Sat-
urday, had drawn criticism from the
opposition. India always had mixed
feelings about Khamenei who en-
dorsed efforts to address shared re-
gionalinterests with the Indian govt,
most notably for connectivity thro-
ugh the Chabahar port, butalsoriled
India on several occasions with his
“misinformed and unacceptable” ut
terances about J&K and Muslims in
India. Khamenei met PM Narendra
Modi when the latter travelled to
Tehran in 2016 for what was the first
bilateral visit by an Indian PM to
Iran in 15 years. The Indian foreign
ministry had described the meeting
thenasarare honour for the PM.
Iran also denied that it is indis-

r- J"chran had been hoping India

Didi: Shah didn’t
consult me over
change of guard

»Continued from P1

amata said Shah did not consult her
over the change of guard “as per es-
Ravi has
been at odds with the Tamil Nadu govt over a
host of issues and his expected transfer to
Bengal assumes significance due to Mama-
ta s vehemem protestagainstthe EC’s SIR ex-
ercise in the state with polls
set to be conducted with the

tablished convention”.

new voters' list.

The suddenness of Anan-

ANI

» Continued from P1

X
Misri expressed condolences on behalf
of the govt and people of India

criminately attacking the Gulf coun-
tries where close to 10 million Indi-
ans live. “We told all our neighbours
we are attacking US bases from
whichthey targetus,” said Iran’sam-
bassador toIndiaMohammad Fatha-
1i. He also said Iran has good rela-
tions with India with a historical
background and wants to improve
ties further. “But in this case, all
govts and all people are being put to
thetest,” hesaid.

According to Iranian author-
ities, Tehran has always sought to
maintain robust ties with India and
does not want the relationship to be
affected by any third country. It also
maintains that no country should
cherry-pick on international law.

Iran is also non-committal about
safe passage for Indian or other tank-
ers through the Strait of Hormuz as
it believes its action will depend on
specific conditions. Iran has mainta-
ined it communicated to neighbours
inanofficial communication thatUS
bases would be legitimate targets if
Iran was attacked by the Trump ad-
ministration. Tehran’s contention is
insurance companies as also others
looking to avoid the war are also re-
sponsible for the strait’s closure.

‘COMINGUP

tack Iran.

C
March 6
Janhvi Kapoor

Bollywood actor
known for her
performances in
films like Dhadak and
Gunjan Saxena: The
Kargil Girl

A nother aircraft with air drop-
[Xpable life rafts was also kept
standby for immediate deploy-
ment. INS Tarangini which was op-
erating in the vicinity, was deployed
for aiding the rescue efforts and ar-
rived in search areaby 4 pm,”
“By this time search and rescue
had been undertaken by Sri Lankan
navy and other agencies,” the state-
ment said. The Sri Lankan navy re-
covered 87 bodies and rescued 32 peo-
ple after receiving a distress signal
from the Iranian warship, 40 nauti-
calmiles from the island nation.

A day after the US attack on IRIS
Dena, the second Iranian warship
was seeking to escape the USnuclear
submarine lurking in the Indian
Ocean. It had sought permission to
enter Sri Lanka’s waters, according
to its media minister Nalinda Jaya-
tissa. Media reports quoting official
sources said the vessel was carrying
more than 100 crew and feared they,
too, could be targeted the same way
its sister warship was sunk. Presi-
dent Anura Kumara Dissanayake
met top officials Thursday to discuss
aresponsetoanIranianrequesttoal-

safety of theisland’s waters.

career across Bollywood and
international cinema, known for his
versatile character roles
@ @AnupamPKher

© @anupampkher

Sri Lankan navy rescued
32 from sinking warship

US Army Colonel Douglas Macgre-
gor made a statement suggesting

itsaid.

the Joint Chiefs of

cue mission. A Navy

TOI presents a round-up of
forthcoming key events and birthdays

QR code to post your wishes

© @janhvikapoor

PM Modi to visit Kochi in Kerala to
release the NDA's election manifesto

Ghulam Nabi Azad
Senior Indian politician and former Union minister
with decades of parliamentary experience

@ @ghulamnazad
© @ghulamnabiazad_49

sunk an Iranian warship that thou-
ght it was safe in international wa-
ters. Instead, it was sunk by a torpe-

said the US submarine

that sank Iris Dena
launched a Mark-48 heavy-
weight torpedo.

Lanka'’s foreign minis-
ter Vijitha Herath said its
navy had received inform-
ation IRIS Dena was sink-
ing. The island nation sent
ships and planes on a res-

that the US is using Indian naval
basestoattack Iran, amidst the ongo-
ing Iran-US conflict.
FAKE,” a PIBfact-check said.
Araghchi comment follows the
confirmation on Wednesday by US
secretary of war PeteHegseththeUS
had sunk IRIS Dena.
Ocean, an American submarine

This claim is

“In the Indian

Modi, Macron discuss need
for dialogue & diplomacy

Times News NETwoRk

New Delhi: India continued to
engage the international com-
munity over the situation in
West Asia region as PM Modi on
Thursday spoke to French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron, reiter-
ating the need for a return to dia-
logue and diplomacy.

After his telephonic conver-
sation with Macron, the PM said
they will continue to work to-
gether for cessation of hostili-
ties in theregion.

“Spoke with my friend Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron today.
We discussed our shared con-
cerns over the evolving situation
in West Asiaand the need for are-
turn to dialogue and diplomacy.

After talking to Macron, Modi said
they will continue to work together
for cessation of hostilities in W Asia

We will continue to engage close-
ly and coordinate efforts towards
the early restoration of peace
and stability in theregion,” Modi
said in a post on X. External af-
fairs minister § Jaishankar also
spoke to his Saudi Arabia and
Oman counterparts.

‘Skylight’ attack:
Bones found in
captain’s cabin

Patna: Four days after the cap-
tain of oil tanker ‘Skylight’,
along with a crew member,
wentmissingafter theship was
attacked in the Gulf of Oman,
family members got an update
Thursday that some bones
were recovered from his cabin,
reports Faryal Rumi.

The ship, owned by a Dubai-
based company, was anchored
off Khasab coast on the Strait
of Hormuz, when it was at-
tacked. The captain, Ashish
Kumar. is a resident of Bettiah
in Bihar’'s West Champaran
district. His family said they
had received information of
the attack, and that two people
were missing, on Sunday itself.

Staff,
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do. Quiet death. The first sinking of SR. NAME OF 'NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING DATE | AMOUNT/EMD | WEBSITE OFTHE | NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
an enemy ship by a (US) torpedo No. | BOARD/CORP./AUTH CLOSING DATE (APPROX.) BOARD CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
since WWIL Like in that war, back [ s
when we were still the War Depart- HIRING OF SERVICES FOR RESOLVING DAY TO DAY COMPLAINTS
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.h

.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in RO 43528

spok-

J & K SPORTS COUNCIL, JAMMU
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
Tender Notice : Fresh E-NIT No: 19 of 2025-26 DATED: 02-03-2026
For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor, UT of Jammu & Kashmir,

e-tenders for hiring of empannelled Agency for media operations/PR
for fixation of rate contract for the year 2025-26 :- (MSME exemption

of CDR/ Tender cost document not allowed) :-

low entry to the warship into the esman said by the time ) Particulars Advertised| Costof Costof
their ships reached the lo- N-o Cost Tender Earnest
Govt officials have rubbished a  cation, there was no sign -
former US army officer’s statement  of the ship and “were only Document | Money
thattheUSisusingIndianportstoat- some oil patches and life 1. Fixation of rate contract for 40 Lacs Rs.1700/- | 80000/-
“On a US-based channel, rafts. We found people Media/PR Agencies for 1 year
One AmericaNewsNetwork, former  floating on the water”.

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility
Criteria, specification, bill of quantities (B.0.Q),
conditions of contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the
Website www.jktenders.gov.in w.e.f. 02-03-2026 to 09-03-2026 upto

Set of terms and

[®] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E-Procurement Tender Notice
On behalf of the President of India,
Chief Administrative Officer/Con,
North Eastern Railway, Gorakhpur
invites the following E-works Tenders:
Open Tender No.: DYCE-CON-LJN-
EPC-03-2026 Dated: 02.03.2026;
Name of work: Earthwork in
formation and in cutting, Blanketing,
Construction of Minor Bridges, Major
Bridges, Drain, Retaining Wall, Toe
Wall, Track Works, Station Building,
Level Crossing Works, Passenger
Amenities Works, Signalling &
Telecom works, Electrical works in
connection with execution of 3rd Line
between Barabanki to Burhwal
section, on EPC mode, under
Lucknow Division of North Eastern
Railway. Approximate Value(3):
3238,27,73,188.05; Earnest Money
(): 31,19,13,900/-; Cost of Tender
Form (%): -Nil-; Completion Period:
18 (Eighteen) Months; *Bidding Start
date-16.06.2026+ Last date of
submission of above E-Tender up to
11:00hrson 30.06.2026.-Date of
opening of above E-Tender 16:00 hrs
on07.07.2026 Detailed tender
notice, eligibility, criteria, terms &
conditions is available on website
.gov.in.»In case any

Paryatan Bh
Fax No. +91

Odisha Tourism
Bhubaneswar-751014

E-mail: info@odishatourism.gov.in

4.00 PM.
of notable personalities. Scan the sdl-
No.:- SC/4434/19325-28
Dated:- 02-03-2026 Secretary,
March 7 DIP No:DIP/J4195-P/25/0503/2026 J&K Sports Council.
Anupam Kher
Veteran Indian actor with a prolific 37001/6/2526

awan, Lewis Road

&

674 2430887

R4l aaqIa
adyer Salel
Government of Odisha
Tourism Department

INDIS 857 e sECRET
@@l adyes

ASHER QOR, RAD 6AIF,
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No.4671/TSM, Bhubaneswar,
TCT-TSP-MISC-0028-2026
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) FOR SETTING UP AND OPERATIONALIZING
RESTAURANTS SERVING AUTHENTIC ODIA CUISINE AT SELECTED LOCATIONS
WITHIN ODISHA AND OUTSIDE ODISHA TO PROMOTE ODISHA CULINARY
HERITAGE

Dated 03.03.2026

Department of Tourism (DoT) invites prop: from p

da Bose's decision was borne
out by the fact that a Raj Bha-
vansocial media channel post-
ed his key official engagements on Friday till
a few hours before he made the announce-
ment. The engagements included his “pres-
ence” at the “first-of-its-kind " Darjeeling Hill
Festival, where President Droupadi Murmu
would be chief guest.

March

@ @vasun

Vasundhara Raje
Senior BJP member and
two-time CM pf Rajgsthan known

@vasundhararajeofficial

dharaBJP

The election-eve choice of Ravi as Ben-
gal’s 24th governor also prompted the CM to
claim that “such actions undermine the spir-

T20 World Cup: Final
i
International Women's Day

March 9

Shashi Tharoor
Congress MP, author
and former UN

Naveen Jindal
Industrialist and

politician, former MP Hrs.

P ) for

of Interest (EOI) for setting up and operatlonahzlng res(auran!syservlng aulhentlc Odla
cuisine at selected locations within Odisha and outside Odisha to promote Odisha Culinary
Heritage’ in accordance with the conditions and manner prescribed in the Expression of
Interest (Eol) document.

The Proposals should be submitted by interested applicant(s) to the Director Tourism,
Paryatan Bhawan Lewis Road, Bhubaneswar-751014
Detalled terms of lhe RFP may be downloaded from our webssle

on or before 18.03.2026 upto 15:00

tml.

http:

and chairman of Jindal
Steel & Power

ism.gov.
Sd/-
Director, Tourism
OIPR-37001/37001/4/25-2610003 ]

MPNaveenlJindal

it of the Constitution of India and strike at
the very foundation of our federal struc-
ture”. Ravi, known for his confrontations
with the Stalin administration, will be step-
ping into Raj Bhavan just ahead of the as-
sembly election. Bose, as many noted, had
been lying low, uncharacteristically, for the
last few months, avoiding any fresh tussle
with the Bengal govt.

Bengal BJP president Samik Bhatta-
charyasaid, “They (TMC)should stop whin-
ing on ethics and morality in a state where
the assembly opposition leader has to move
the high court 124 times just to hold public
meetings.”

RajBhavan insiders gavea couple of “rea-
sons” for Bose's decision: ill health and frus-
tration over not being allowed to work by the
state administration. It was also becoming
increasingly clear in Bengal's political cir-
cles that Bose’s recent non-confrontational
approach was not entirely to theliking of the
local BJP brass. “He was stymied not by the
state administration but by his own actions
and inaction,” a BJP senior told TOL

Helater
ministers Atal Bihari Vajpayee and H D
Deve Gowda, and also served as India’s am-
bassador to Denmark. Later, he was hon-
oured with the Padma Bhushan for his ser-
vices to journalism, and was nominated to
the Rajya Sabha in 2009. Ty

i i:! I LINE OF NO CONTROL  Saneep Avuwarvy

T SURVIVEP EVERY
COLOUR CHANGE...UNTIL

THE JUNGLE BECAME
MONOCHROME.

Veteran journalist
H K Dua cremated

New Delhi: Family and friends bade a
touching adieu to veteran journalist H K
Dua (88) who was cremated at Lodhi Road
crematorium on Thursday. He passed away
aday agoafterabrief illness.

Dua served as the editor
of four big English newspa-
pers — The Times of India,
| The Indian Express, Hin-
dustan Times and The Tri-
bune — over a career span-
ning five decades.
became media adviser to prime

Two tigers kill
female rhinoin
Dudhwa reserve

Pilibhit: In a rare incident, a
female one-horned rhinoce-
ros, known by the name Ra-
jeshwari, was overpowered
and killed by two tigers in So-
naripur forest range of Rhino
Rehabilitation Enclosure-I in
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve, possi-
bly on Wednesday morning, re-
ports Keshav Agarwal. A
half-submerged rhino carcass
floating in Amha Tal’ was spot-
ted by a forest team, one of the
two predators was still perched
on the herbivore. “There has
been a rise in the number of
cases where tigers have been
found attacking rhinos, over
the pastyear,” an official said.

KARNATAKA POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LIMITED

(CIN : U40109KA1999SGC025521)

The West Bengal Power Development Corporation Limited
(AGovt. of West Bengal Enterprise)

Corporate Identity No. U40104WB19855GC039154
Registered & Corporate Office : Bidyut Unnayan Bhaban
Plot No. : 3/C, LA-Block, Sector-lll, Bidhannagar, Kolkata-700106
Employment Notification No. WBPDCL t/2026/02
WALK-IN INTERVIEW

WBPDCL intends to engage experienced professionals in the following position
on contractual basis through Walk-In Interview for its Corporate Office in
Kolkata, West Bengal.

01. Senior Machine Learning Engineer: 01 no.

No. CEE/T&P/SE-2/2025-26/10419-32 Date : 03.03.2026

BRIEF SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(THROUGH KARNATAKA PUBLIC PROCUREMENT PORTAL ONLY)

KPTCL invites Bids on electronic mode for the following
works against following enquiry numbers on Partial
Turnkey basis.

Enquiry number/ Name of the Work

KPTCL/2025-26/SS/WORK_INDENT3413

Combined Package of

Work-A: Establishing 2x160MVA, 220/110kV & 1x10MVA,
110/11kV sub-station at Baidoddi (Arasigera) and
construction of associated transmission lines for a distance
of 220kV — 2.925km and 110kV — 90.901km along with

terminal bays in Raichur Taluk & District.
Work-B: Establishing 2x20MVA, 110/11kV sub-station at

Ashapur road and Construction of 110kV LILO line for a

distance of 3.115 km in Raichur Taluk, Raichur District.
Work-C: Establishing 2x20MVA, 110/11kV sub-Station at

Amdihal and Construction of 110 kV LILO line for a distance

of 6.64 km in Lingasugur Taluk, Raichur District.
Work-D: Establishing 2x20MVA, 110/11kV sub-station at

Halapura (Joladarasi) and Construction of 110kV LILO line
for a distance 0f 9.39 km in Maski Taluk, Raichur District.

Walk-In shall be held on 12.03.2026 (Thursday) from 12.00 noon
to 02.00 p.m. at Bidyut Unnayan Bhavan, Block- LA, Plot No.-3/C, Sector-lll,
Eidhannagar Kolkata-700106. Details of the Notification and prescrlhed format
of are available in the WBPDCL website www.wbpdcl.co.in

The West Bengal Power Development Corporation Limited
(A Gowt. of West Bengal Enterprise)
Corporate Identity No. UAD|DJWE1HSSSGCU]9154
Registered & Corporate Offic
Plot No.

WBPDCL intends to engage experienced professionals in the following
positions on contractual basis through Walk-In Interview for its Power Plants /
Projects / Coal Mines spread across West Bengal & Jharkhand.

01. ChiefExecutive (Security): 02 nos.

02. Senior Executive (Securif 10!
Walk-In Interviews shall be held on 12.03.; 2025 (Thursday) from 11.00 a.m.
to0 02.00 p.m. at Bidyut Unnayan Bhavan, Block- LA, Plot No.-3/C, Sector-IIl,
Bidhannagar, Kolkata-700106. Details of the Notification and prescribed format
of ilable in the WBPDCL website www.wbpdcl.co.in

NORTHERN RAILW.
TENDER NOTICE
The Dy. Chief Railway/Tilak Delhi, for

and on behalf of the President of India invites e-tender under One Packet System
forthe under noted work:-

Maintenance of staff quarters in Railway colonies at Wazirpur, Shakii
Nagar, Tughlakabad, Punjabi Bagh, Delhi Cantt & Rohtak. Office and
Store of SSE/C/P.Way/DEE & DSA. Office Complex of Dy. CE/C/TKJ,
Dy. CE/C/S&C/TKJ, CEE/C/TKJ, Dy. CSTE/C/TKJ, XEN/C/ROK.
Officer's Rest House at Lothian Bridge and other assets under Dy.
CE/C/TKJ.

Full
Name|

of
Work

The bids will be received through electronic tendering mode only.
The details regarding participation in the e-tendering process can
be obtained by logging on to KPTCL website https://kptcl.
karnataka.gov.in with hyperlink “E Procurement KPTCL" or
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in on or after 10.03.2026 @ 15:00 hrs.
Last date & time for receipt of bids and any extension of Due date
for bid will be i d in the K Public
Procurement portal. Any details required in this regard can be
obtained from the Office of the undersigned during Office hours.
All Corrigendum/Addendums shall be noticed by the bidders
before the last date of submission of the bids.
Sd/- Chief E (Electy.), &P , KPTCL,
9th Floor, Indhana Bhavana, A.R. Circle, Bengaluru-560 009.

725,000 for 3rd child: AP
unveils population policy

ven as the country gets ready for

the 16th edition of the Census next
month, Andhra Pradesh’s TDP govt
has announced what could well be In-

www.omfed.com

The Odisha State Co-operative Milk
Producers’ Federation Limited

D-2, Sahid Nagar, Bhubaneswar-751007
PH NO.: 0674-2546030, 2540273, 2540417, 2540974

E-mail ID: omfed@yahoo.com
E-Tender

i $fsan fafics

(T wETeet )

“All the tenders issued by CIL and

MALABAR INTERNATIONAL PORT & SEZ LTD
INVITATION OF TWO EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
EXTENDED UP TO 1st JUNE, 2026, 1700 hrs (IST)

Rs. 178.85 Lacs

~

Approx. Cost of work

disparity arises between Hindi and
English version of tender notice,
English version will hold good and will
be followed. Shri Lal Bahadur
AXEN/Con-l/LIN Mobile No.
9794845249

Deputy Chief Engineer/Construction-li
CPRO/W-496 ucknow Jn.

DO NOT SMOKE BIDI/CIGARETTE IN TRAINS

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF DEVELOPMENT

OF NORTH EASTERN REGION
NORTH EASTERN COUNCIL SECRETARIAT
NONGRIM HILLS SHILLONG -793003

NOTICE

No. NECBDC/RR/MD/407/2023
Dated: 05-03-2026

With reference to advertised
last date for submission of
applications for the post of
Managing Director, NECBDC,
Burnihat, Assam and the
advertisement published in
Employment News on 21-02-
2026, it is hereby informed that
has been extended till 5:00 PM,
23rd March, 2026.

Detailed Notice is available at
NEC & NECBDC official website
www.necouncil.gov.in and
www.necbdc.in sdi-

(Satinder Kumar Bhalla) ITS
Secretary, NEC & Chairman,
NECBDC

[]NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY
E-Tendering Tender Notice No.: 09/2026)
Divisional Railway Manager
(Engg.) North Eastern Railway
Izatnagar for and behalf of president
of India invites “OPEN" e-tender
through on Line (E-Tendering) for
the following work.
§.No.-1, Description of works:
(1) Provision of additional crew room
in Running Room at KSJ station.
(2) Improvement of Railway Qtrs. in PTI-
MRT section under the jurisdiction of
ADEN/MRT. (3) Provision of office
for Divisional Traffic Inspector at KSJ,
FBD, FGR and RPO. (Total 04
stations). (4) Provision of 16 beded
RPF Barrack at HTC. Approx. Value
(Rs.): ¥ 7,22,40,631.81, EM.D. Money
(Rs): T 5,11,200/-, Cost of Tender Forms
(Rs): NIL, Completion time/period
from the date of issue of acceptance
letter: 12 Months. 8.No.-2, Description
of works: (1) Provision of metal beam
crash barrier safety fencing for prevention
of CRO along the track between MRT-
RAYA section under Sr. DEN/II/IZN.
(2) Provision of metal beam crash
barrier safety fencing for prevention of
CRO along the track between SYZ-
RAYA section under Sr. DEN/II/IZN.
Approx. Value (Rs.): ¥ 9,38,84,580.09,
E.M.D. Money (Rs): X 6,19,400/-, Cost
of Tender Forms (Rs): NIL, Completion
time/period from the date of issue of
ce letter: 06 Months.

3| Completion period of the work 12 Months
4| Earnest Money to be deposited Rs. 2,39,400.00
of | Tender d ts wil be available on IREPS

tender document
on Railway Website
Last date/Time
of upload of
tenders

o

website i.e. www.ireps.gov.in from 06.03.2026 to
27.03.2026 upto 15:00 hrs.

27.03.2026 upto 15:00 hours. Tender documents can be
uploaded by the tenderer on IREPS website w.e.f.
13.03.2026 t0 27.03.2026.

27.03.2026 at 11:30 hours (immediately after close of
uploading of tender (D2)). The detailed tender notice also
can be seen on the Notice Board of the above office.
Tender Notice No.: 495-ACS-C-Maintenance-TKJ Dated: 03.03.2026 753/2026

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

@

Date and time
of opening of
tender

<

its Subsidiaries for procurement of | 1.
Goods, Works and Services are
available on website of Coal

Development, Operation & Maintenance of the Greenfield
Malabar International Port, on Public Private Partnership
(INR 3429 Cr ($ 452.2 M)).

dia’s first population management
policy withincentives for couples to
bear more children, including paying
Rs 25,000 to couples giving birth to
their third child. CM Naidu said govt
would try tofinalise the policy soon
foritsintroduction from April 1. tnn

OMFED invites e-Tender from reputed Manufacturing Units/ Traders / Suppliers for supply
of Stainless Steel Milk can of 5-liter capacity. Stainless Stee! Milk can 40-liter capacity &
Al ik can 40 Liter capaciy. The -tander i invied on-lne hrolgh e"procuremen of
Govt. of Odisha web Portal gov.in omfed.com.

Bid documents will be available in the website: https:/itendersodisha.gov.in from 10.00
AN of 63.03.2026 to 02.00 P of 23.03.2026. The Techno-commercial Bid shall be opened
at 03.00 PM. of 24.03.2026 at OMFED Corporate office in the presence of the interested
bidders. The Management reserves the right fo accept or reject any or all the bid document
or part thereof without assigning any reason.

Sd/-
Managing Director

India Ltd www.coalindia.in /
respective Subsidiary Company,
CIL e-procurement portal
https://coalindiatenders.nic.in
and Central Procurement
Portal https://eprocure.gov.in
In addition, procurement is also
done through GeM portal
https://gem.gov.in”.

2. Construction & Maintenance of Breakwaters on EPC—Hybrid
Annuity (INR 1428 Cr ($ 188.34 M)).
Details - Website: malabarport.kerala.gov.in
Email: mdapl.port@kerala.gov.in
MD&CEO, MIPS Ltd., N-5, Jawahar Nagar,
Trivandrum-695003, KERALA

RO No. D3/237/2026/I&PRD

Description of works: (1) Provision of
W-beam type metal fencing for
prevention of CRO along the track
between SSD-KMJ section in IZN
Division. (2) Provision of W-beam type
metal fencing for prevention of CRO
along the track between FBD-HSY
section in IZN Division. (3) Provision
of W-beam type metal fencing for
prevention of CRO along the track
between HSY-SSD section in IZN
Division. (4) Provision of W-beam type
metal fencing for prevention of CRO
along the track between UTP-BLU
section in IZN Division. (5) Provision of
W-beam type metal fencing for
prevention of CRO along the track
between BIR-UTP section in IZN
Division. Approx. Value (Rs.):
T 23,4525,066.53, EMM.D. Money
(Rs): ¥ 13,22,600/-, Cost of Tender
Forms (Rs): NIL, Completion time/
period from the date of issue of
acceptance letter: 12 Months.

(1) On line e-tender can be submitted
upto 15:00 hrs. of dated 27-03-2026.
(2) For Full details and submission of bid
please see the Indian Railways IREPS
website wwwireps.gov.in
Divisional Railway Manager (Engg.)
CPRO/W-497
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CONTRAPUNTO

My retirement date, every time you ask me that, I'm
going to say five years. | don’t want to retire
- JAMIE DIMON

Gas Pain

Iran war has cut off bulk of India’s gas imports. Pain
will be felt from kitchens to factories. There’s a way out
It’s four days since Qatar, world’s third largest LNG exporter, shut

down production after an Iranian attack. In one stroke, 20% of

world’s LNG supply switched off. Qatarsaid it would need at least
amonthtoresume production, butthe way Iran’stargeting it—there
weremultiple explosions over Doha yesterday —itmight takelonger.
That’s worrying everyone — gas prices in Europe, for example, rose
54% on Monday. India is especially affected because it gets 40 % of its
imported LNG from Qatar.

The crisis boils down to price and availability. With contracted
supplies unavailable, Indiamust buy in the “spot” market, where prices
havehittheroof. Gasthat cost $10 afew days ago isnow goingfor $25.
Consider how India uses gas, and the problem becomes evident. The
biggest share (28%) goes into fertilisers like urea. City gas demand,
which includes PNG for kitchens and CNG for carsand buses, comes
next, and is growing quickest. Last, gas
fuels power plants and industries.

At its current high price, using gas to
make electricity doesn’t make sense.
Fertilisers are vital, but other industries
like glass and ceramics cannot ignore
energy prices. That leaves city gas, to
which govt gives highest importance.
Even if all gas imports halt, your kitchen
- andyourcarhavefirstclaimonIndia’sown
gas production, which meets roughly half
of yearly demand. But that won’t insulate
you from high prices, as PNG and CNG
suppliers blend their domestic gas quotas with imported gas.

This could hurt your pocket, and if the crisis persists, it might
reshape India’s auto industry. Last year, for the first time CNG cars
outsold diesel cars, taking 21% market share. This is good for air quality;
buthigh CNG prices and even longer queues at pumps will dull demand.
There’s a parallel crisis of LPG, the older kitchen gas still used by
33cr consumers. India imports 60% of its LPG, mostly from W Asia.
So the longer Iran war lasts, the more households will suffer. Unless
Centre and states absorb increased costs, which is imprudent.

Rightnow, it’simportant totap other gassuppliers, like Australia
and Canada, but long-term, we need to scale up biogas production.
India canmeetall of its gasneeds from agricultural and urban waste.
Cattle dung alone can be turned into 39,000 tonnes of gasdaily. Add
16,000 tonnes from paddy straw every day. But we made just 31,000
tonnes of biogas in entire 2024-25. It’s a national waste.

BJP And Babu

In Bihar, just like in Maha, the party outshone its state
outfit ally. But Nitish is still a political presence

ho’ll be CM in Bihar — Nitish Kumar’s unsurprising exit

S }R / will be followed by him joining Rajya Sabha - is not even

a blip on the news waves. This is because BJP central

command’s MO is to appoint party workhorses who have zeroname

recognition nationally, to positions of power as CMs. Haryana,

Odisha, MP, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh are proof. In fact, even BJP’s
new party chief started his national career as Nabin Who.

While it’s no surprise that Nitish will no longer be CM, the
change may have been effected earlier than anticipated. Indications
that Nitish's tenth stint would not be full-term were evident during
electioneering, hisreported state of health one factor.

Nitish’sremarkable stintas CM ismarked by his
dexterity of political re-alignment, having last
won an election in 2004 LS polls from Nalanda.
He has never contested since, and was sent to
Bihar’s Vidhan Parishad (upper house) after

he became CM for the second time in 2005.

Yet, he navigated Bihar’s caste politics
smartly, created an EBC base, and was among
early politicians to champion caste-impact of
backward Muslim communities, the Pasmandas.
Andmore than withina withered JDU, which has been butaone-man
party, it is this EBC/Pasmanda Muslim base that will eventually
see a slow churn, with BJP at the helm —even if in Bihar, Hindutva
politics have always ridden on a social justice plank.

BJP is now Big Bro in all big states where it was once junior
partner to a regional party. Its electoral victories in Maharashtra
and Bihar are evidence of its firm grounding, turfing out the state
party it once piggybacked. And yet, even if only for the optics of it,
BJP could not avoid giving deputy CMship to Nitish’s greenhorn
son in “good faith”. That’s another measure of how much Nitish
means to Bihar’s politics, even when he’s out of it.

Bare to dare

From Delhi’s AI Summit to Maoris,
protesters have put skin in the game

Jug Suraiya

Inademonstration that raised both eyebrows and hackles, some
members of Youth Congress gate-crashed the recent AT Summit
in Delhi, and as a gesture of protest against issues ranging from
what they perceived as an Indo-US trade proposal unfavourable
to Indian farmers to growing unemployment among young
/| people, performed a semi-striptease by doffing their shirts. This
bal ‘e- to dare demonstration sought to convey that they were getting hot under the
collar about many of the govt’s policies and priorities and needed to get their
grievances off their chests, along with items of clothing.

Some have likened this show of pique by literally losing one’s shirt at the
powers-that-be to the Mahatma’sremoval of his top garment of made-in-Britain
fabric tolaunch hishomespun charkha movement in an opening gambit eventually
to throw off the yoke of oppressive imperialism. Officialdom, however, has

denounced the demonstrators saying that those who in public discard
m their kameez show a lack of tameez, and by taking panga by going
\’J// nanga have disgraced not only themselves but national honour by their
S unseemly behaviour in front of distinguished foreign guests.
Wh]_le losingone’sshirt in games of chance oronhorse
T T———T ing tracks is an occupational hazard for punters,
'ugu'arvell’l metaphorlca]_ly renouncing the garment in question
————— can help win political brownie points. Juan Peron, who
served twotermsasPresident of Argentina,and wasthe husbandof the charis-
matic Evitaof musical fame, owed hisrise topower thanksto the backingof the
‘descamisados’, Spanishfor ‘theshirtlessones’, the hypothetical lack of wardrobe
referring to their entrenched poverty as underpaid labourers for the ‘estancieros’,
thelarge landowners who were the elite of the country.

The AT Summit protesters may or may not have heard of the descamisados,
of the ‘sans culottes’, without knee-breeches, the working-class supporters of
the French Revolution who substituted the aristocratic attire of knee-length
breeches for ankle-length pantaloons.

Fortunately, however, the shirtless ones at the Summit seemed unfamiliar
with the Maori way of showing dissent called ‘mooning’, which consists of
lowering one’s nether garment and presenting one’s exposed rear in explicit
body language summing up aliterally bum deal.

Bombs Can’t Build A Republic

A West Asia researcher who has extensively travelled in Iran writes that many Iranians detest
the ayatollahs, but are also proud of their Persian heritage. Attacks on Iran may produce a
popular nationalist response, not a revolution against clerics

Fabricio Vitorino

Khamenei, killed in US strikes, had
been supreme leader for over 35 years.
HissonMojtabahas emerged asthetop
contender to succeed him, but forces
within Iran’s elite could ignite a power
struggle lasting months. Meanwhile,
the bloc that positioned itself as an alternative to
Western unipolarity has been conspicuously absent.
Has anyone heard of a Brics mediation initiative?

Trump's statement: “When we are finished, take over
your govt. It will be yours to take. This will probably be
your only chance for generations,” was extraordinary,
coming from a sitting president. One that forces a
question Brics communiques never ask: What kind of
Iran might emerge from the rubble, and would it serve
anyone’s interests, including Iran’s own?

For 25 years, I've often been in West Asia,
understanding-asinIsrael or Saudi Arabia—the
multiple perspectives held by Iranians, often
marked by deep divisions, nothing close to the
monolith Western media frequently portrays.

In 2000s, presidents Khatami, Ahmadinejad
and Rouhani each attempted, in their different
ways, toreshape Iranian governance. All three
collided with the same wall: a state within a
state, in which the supreme leader commands
the armed forces, IRGC, judiciary and state
TV, holding veto power over foreign and
nuclear policy. Ayatollah was never elected.
For Iranians, that contradiction became the
defining frustration of their political lives.

It’s often said the Revolution was meant
to show the world Persia carried greatness
and democracy at its core, that the two were
complements rather than opposites. But the
1980-88 war against Iraq left wounds the West fails to
see. The Islamic dimension gradually overwhelmed
the political landscape, pulling a once-progressive Iran
towards a fundamentalist posture, in stark contrast to
the vision held by a large portion of its own population.
Those inside this system-within-system exalted it.
Those outside learned to endure it.

Take the Iranian volleyball teams competing in the
2010s. The sport had become a national passion, only for
women to be banned from stadiums. Western women
reporters were barred from the courts. The ban caught
even Rouhani’s govt offguard. Iranians never wished
foranauthoritarian, Islamic-based regime. An Iranian
colleague of mine recently told me, “We will never just
accept things as they are. We are Persians. We are not
like the Russians, and our govt is not like Putin.” That

civilisational argument is the reason why regime
change imposed from outside tends to produce the
opposite of what itsarchitects promise.

Two models, one region | It's common to compare Iran
and Saudi Arabia, West Asia’s Shia and Sunni poles,
two authoritarian states shaped by external pressure
and sitting atop comparable hydrocarbon wealth.
Saudi Arabia’s oil reserves are between 25% and 30%
more than Iran’s reserves. Iran’s population exceeds
90mn versus Saudi Arabia’s 35mn.

Riyadh eventually calculated that survival required
adaptation: Vision 2030, soft power, a seat at every table.
Tehran’sregime—forged by the Revolution and war against
Saddam'’s Iraq, which was backed by the West and fought
with chemical weapons against Iranian soldiers — chose
permanent confrontation as its organising principle.

TheIraq war killed or wounded over half amillion and

embedded asiege mentahty intotheIslamicRepublic's DNA
that no external bomb will dissolve. IRGC, revolutionary
guardian and embedded economic oligarchy, and the
only body with real authority to negotiate a transition
from strength, becomes the decisive variable.

Phantom bloc Brics | Iran became a full Brics member in
Jan 2024. When the bloc gathered in Rio de Janeiro last
July to condemn the earlier round of US-Israeli strikes
on Iran as violation of international law, it was hailed
as a diplomatic signal from Global South. The final
statement, however, named neither US nor Israel.

The Guardian reported on Mar 1 that the trade-
weighted dollar has lost around 7% of its value over
the past year, a structural shift Brics countries have
long sought to accelerate. But currency trends move

through markets. Peace requires someone willing to
pick up the phone, propose terms and absorb political
costs. On that front, the bloc has offered nothing.

Brazil and India carry genuine mediating credentials,
and both have historical relationships with Tehran
to make such an effort credible. India used to import
Iranian crude and was building the North-South
Transport Corridor through Iranian territory.

Yet the diplomatic space available to both countries is
severely constrained by the bloc’s current composition.
Russia is at war in Ukraine. Iran is under direct attack.
China is pressing its coercive agenda on Taiwan. India’s
military is engaged with Pakistan. Intended as a credential,
the Brics label has become a complication. Moscow and
Beijing invoke the bloc when it amplifies their interests;
Brazil and India absorb the reputational cost.

Windows bombs can't open | Argument against
Trump’s strikes is no defence of the Islamic
Republic. A state that represses women,
executes dissidents and subordinates national
development to ideological confrontation
encoded in its own doctrine - including the
call for destruction of Israel — has failed
large portions of its own people.

That failure, however, belongs to Iranians
to correct. Saudi Arabia offers the relevant
precedent: it did not liberalise because it was
bombed. Change came, partially and imperfectly,
because its own leadership concluded that
adaptation was the price of survival.

Iran has a larger educated population, a
democratictradition written into its constitution,
and a civil society that endured 47 years of
repression without disappearing. Those assets
belong to Iranians, and only they can convert
them intoarepublic.

‘What bombs reliably produce, as Iraq, Libya, and
Afghanistan across two decades have demonstrated, is
not democracy but nationalism. Populations that might
have welcomed change on their own terms unite against
the foreign hand that tried to force it.

Iranians, resentful of the clerical grip but proud of
Persian civilisation, would be the first casualties of
thatdynamic. Trump’s strikes may fracture the regime
but risk igniting exactly the nationalist fervour that
hashistorically made new republics impossible to build.
Brics, for all its failures of nerve, at least understood
that. It simply lacked the courage to act on it.

Trump’s bombs may end a regime. They will not
build arepublic.

The writer is a doctoral researcher in international
relations at UFSC, a Brazilian university

‘India is producing many Al developers but very few research
engineers and frontier scientists...that’s a problem’

Balaraman Ravindran wears many Al hats—on UN’s
international scientific panel for AI governance &
standard setting, chair of GOI's drafting committee
for India’s Al governance guidelines, head of Wadhwani
School of Data Science & AI at IIT Madras. He tells
Vaitheeswaran B that focus should be on delivering
tangible outcomes, including shareable algorithms and
tools to ensure Al systems are trustworthy.

® Where does India stand in Al development?

Foundation models are not the right primary metric
for India right now. That said, India has promising signs
of innovation in smaller, frugal innovation. Not necessarily
at the level of building the next foundation model, but
cutting-edge research and putting that out as new tools
and solutions for building products.

Companies like Sarvam have
demonstrated strong performance
by picking the right problems, India-
specific tasks. They didn’t build a
large model but trained from scratch
with curated data rather than merely
fine-tune existing models. India is
doing okay with many Al applications
and adoption.

— However, claims that India has
among the most Al developers are self-congratulatory.
Indialacks enough people who can do hardcore AT work
— training models from scratch, improving training
efficiency, and working at the hardware-Al interface.

@® How do we fix this?

We do not have the resources to do research. When
compute is scarce, universities reserve it for publishable
work and PhD output. That is why we are producing
many Al developers but far fewer research engineers
and frontier scientists. We also have to nurture a
builder mindset through hands-on work. At the same

time, industry and venture capitalists should be
willing to take longer bets in AL We still do not see that
happening in India.

@ What should be India’s policy priority?

India should put serious effort and capital into
attracting talent, including diaspora talent. Investment
and talent go together. Competing with US or China
requires a systematic plan and building world-class
facilities. If India were tomake alarge block of computing
available and clearly assign it to four or five institutions,
that signals researchers who currently struggle for
access elsewhere. But the announcement has to be
backed by long-term investment.

We also need to build local talent and local market
that can benefit from such availability of compute.
We should systematically work on that. Increase
investment in teaching, skilling and research. Increase
incentives for investors in Al. Encourage long-term
investments. Compute infra should be directed at
bringing deployment costs down and not blindly
follow Western models.

@ Cantax holidays to cloud providers help?

Building large amounts of compute capacity in
India is sensible if we want data to be governed here
andmodelstorununderIndianrules. Without domestic
infra, any restriction on data leaving the country
becomes hard to enforce.

Demand foraccess to Indian data might itself have been
a strong incentive. That said, once serious infra exists, it
can draw in people. Researchers go where resources are.
Companiesthat wanttotrainonIndian datamay alsobase
teams here and serve global markets from here.

® India was the first in Global South to host the Al Impact
Summit.

Yes. We made sure Al conversation included Global
South meaningfully. Because they are the ones who will
be significantly impacted by decisions of the bigger
companies and countries’ Al policies.

We identified successful use cases in Global South
and built a repository. This will facilitate knowledge
sharing. We also put together tools to help test and
ensure trustworthiness of the Al system. This will
enable developers to build trusted, deployable solutions,
especially in countries with lower technological
resources and capabilities.

@ What about global Al governance coordination?

India is very actively involved in Ltd 30 — Limited
Members Group of about 30 countries involved in
discussions on frontier AI safety and standards
cooperation. There are several multilateral efforts
for governance, but one challenge is that majority of
people are not involved.

India brought Global South into the dialogue and
built richer cross-border regulation. Each country
must discuss capacity building, skilling, rights, bias,
explainability, safety, transparency, etc, in the context
of its own society, culture and priorities.
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Greatness cones
by doing a few
smalland smart
things each day.
Taking little steps,
consistently, from
amaking afew small chips against
everything inyour professional and
personal life that is ordinary, so that a
day eventually arrives when all that's
leftis Extraordinary.

Robin S Sharma

Why Jensen Huang Isn’t That Smart About ‘Smartness’

Sonal Srivastava

smartest out there. As CEO of the

world’s largest company by market

capitalisation, he has to be. In a podcast
last month, replying to a question on who
was the smartest person he ever met,
Huang defined ‘smart’ as ‘somebody who's
intelligent, solves problems, technical’, a
definition hefinds to be a‘commodity’.

He elaborated on his personal definition
of smart: ‘someone who sits at that
intersection of being technically astute but
human empathy and having the ability to
infer the unspoken, the around the corners,
the unknowables’. But by tying ‘smartness’
too tightly to the technical side, making
‘smart’ an algorithm, Huang got it wrong.

Who is smarter: someone who reduces
the connotation of smartness to mechanical
processes for material gains? Or someone
who intuits workings of natural order; and
understands that much of what we see today
will not last forever —quite like the Guns

]enseu Huang is a smart man, one of the

N’ Roses song ‘November Rain’?

Nothin’lasts forever/ And we both
know hearts can change

‘While the songisabout unrequited
loveand heartbreak, it's alsoa reminder of
the temporality of life, and by extension, of
technology that makes our lives easier. So,
Huang'snotion of ‘smart’ isreductionist—
reducing and conflating wordslike
‘technically astute’, ‘empathy’ and
‘ability to infer the unspoken’. o

Smartnesscan'tberedu- %
cedtonumber-crunching, 5
programming, or predictive
analysis. The term ‘tech-
nology’, inits dictionary
sense, refers tomethods,
systems, and devices that are
theresult of scientific knowledge being
used for practical purposes. Connotations
of ‘technology’ cannot be limited to wires,
motherboards, LED screens, and Wi-Fi
routers. Technical systems—and methods
used to arrive at them — can help us better
understand both knowledge within our

reach and systems beyond our ken.

Take ‘algorithm’. It comes from the
Latinisation of 9th-c Persian mathematician
Muhammad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi’s
name. Analgorithm was-andstillis—a
system. But somewhere along the way, the
word was reduced to mean a computational
system, a ‘computer algorithm’, a narrow

description of a term that can expand to
mean a flawless system —a sequence
de that must work so perfectly that
:, if youalter even asingle step,
a” the whole collapses in the
¥ material realm.

And then there is the Great
Beyond, which can be known

THE SPEAKING TREE onlyﬂlroughﬂlealgomhmof

s, the outcome of which is
the reahhanon of Sat-Chit-Anand, Truth-
Consciousness-Bliss. The term ‘technology”
does not belong merely to the material
realm. Technological systems, a spiritual
Wi-Fi of sorts, can apply to consciousness,
too. In that sense, Vedanta is an algorithm of
consciousness. It is foundational BlissTech

that carries us to the Great Beyond. The
Upanishads and Gita are, in fact, manuals
of this BlissTech, detailingmethods
that can enable Self-realisation.

The modern world equates intelligence
with information density and analysis.
Vedanta equates intelligence with
moksh, liberation and eventual attainment
of Brahmn. The unity of jivatmanand
Paramatman. Gita speaks of Kshetra
and Kshetrajna. Krishna says, ‘This body,
Arjun, is termed as the Field (kshetra)
and he who knows it is called the knower
of the Field (kshetrajna) by sages.’

The algorithm of awareness bridges
kshetra and kshetrajna, justas a circuit
board connects all the hardware insidea
computer. And while mechanical devices
come and go, algorithm of bliss will
remain unchanged. Thisisareminder
that technology is any precise system that
transforms input into output. BlissTech
transforms ignorance into clarity and
individual self into the realised Self.
That’s what smart is, Jensen.
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Hyderabad-based Skyroot Aerospace is gearing up to launch Vikram-1, India’s first private orbital rocket. The startup
is hoping to become a key player in the niche launch segment. But the ultimate aim is to enable space travel for all

Readying India’s

II'S

pvt rocket, with eye on
building ‘cabs’ for space

Swati.Bharadwaj
@timesofindia.com

s he’s talking up future
plans for one of In-
dia’s pioneering space
startups, Pawan Ku-
mar Chandana, the co-founder
of Skyroot Aerospace, employs
an analogy that’s unexpectedly,
and literally, grounded. “Think
of SpaceX as a transcontinental
train or an A380. We're aiming
to become the cab or business jet
that drops you at a specific slot in
a unique orbit in space with our
smaller rockets,” he says.

It's a reference intended to
pinpoint where the company sees
itself in the vastness, and vast po-
tential, of space operations. The
baby steps have been taken with
the sub-orbital rocket, Vikram-S,
which Skyroot launched success-
fully in Nov 2022 on its very first
attempt, a feat that even Elon
Musk’s SpaceX could not achieve.
That distinction burnishes cre-
dentials for a company looking
for a foothold in the space game
even as Chandana’s clear that it’s
not aiming at competition with
the space giants.

What it's aiming for is a slice
of the market that most spacet-
ech giants ignore or don't cater
to— the dedicated launch market

or the bespoke, door-to-door mis-
sions. The analogy of the train is
deployed once again. “The mar-
ket for train is different and that
for cab is different. SpaceX and
all other companies go to some
specific orbits, collate all the cus-
tomers and launch them. It's a
very large market. But we want
to address a different niche in the
market where people have unique
requirements,” he says.

The vehicle for those ambi-
tions is already at the launchpad,
at least the major bits of it with
the rest to follow not much later.
The starting point for India’s first
private orbital rocket launch is a
sprawling, high-ceilinged assem-
bly hall just a stone’s throw away
from the busy international
airport at Shamshabad. Known
as Max-Q, it's Skyroot Aero-
space’s headquarters and the
place where the seven-storeyed
(75feet) Vikram-1, named after
Vikram Sarabhai, the father
of India’s space programme, is
coming together. The rocket has
a payload carrying capacity of
around 300kg. but in the first or-
bital mission the payload may be
just half that.

The blast-off is expected to
happen soon, but Chandana is
tightlipped. All he will say is
that three stages (Kalam-1200,

Kalam-250 and Kalam-125), filled
with solid propellant, are already
at the launch site at Sriharikota.
The rest of the sections — which
have a lot of electronics and soft-
ware — are going through tests in
Hyderabad as they gear up to be
shipped via specially fitted trucks
to the launch site.

“The topmost stage, which
is the orbit adjustment module
(OAM) equipped with the 3D-
printed liquid engine Raman-2,
and the other interstages housing
all the avionics are undergoing fi-
nal integration checks. Hopefully,
within weeks, we can move them
to the launch site,” Chandana
said. The slot for launch, he adds,
will be announced after it is for-
mally assigned.

Affordability, Accessibility

Being a space startup is different
from being a national space pro-
gramme — budgets, resources,
and timelines are tighter, margins
of error smaller The company
has raised close to $100 million in
funding so far, with some reports
indicating that it could emerge
as India’s first spacetech unicorn
(valuation of over $1 billion)
whenever it heads into its next
round of funding. But the output
is not about inflows.

“To start with we chose to

A model of the Vikram-1 rocket
at the Skyroot HQ in Hyderabad

VIKRAM-1 AT A GLANCE

> Vikram-1 is set for its first
launch this year from Andhra’s
Sriharikota

> The rocket has an all-carbon
composite structure, uses solid
fuel boosters & 3D-printed
liquid engine

> It can carry satellites of around
300kg to space, though the
first mission may have a
payload half that weight

HOW THEY COMPARE

) Falcon 9

| 230ft approx
18,500-22,800kg

PSLV

146ft approx

1,425-1,750kg

: | Vikram-1

e 75ft

'y l 260-350kg

build a smaller rocket that has a
very niche market rather than
a bigger rocket that caters to the
mass market but requires large
capital. We will eventually build
big rockets but we are taking our
initial steps with a niche, grow-
ing market as there are very few
companies in the world who are
doing this,” he says. Even though
the tone is measured, the scale
of Skyroot’s ambition is noth-
ing short of universal. ‘Opening
Space for All', Chandana points
out, is the company’s motto.
While a lot hinges on the suc-
cess of Vikram-1, Skyroot has
already laid the groundwork for
its mission by prioritising afford-
ability and accessibility. Founded

in 2018 by Chandana, now 35,
and Naga Bharath Daka, 36, both
former ISRO engineers, the com-
pany has been steadily working
towards developing and launch-
ing on-demand rockets for small
satellites. With the IIT-Madras
incubated Agnikul Cosmos also
gearing up to launch its first
orbital rocket, christened Agni-
baan — it successfully launched
its sub-orbital tech demonstrator,
Agnibaan SOrTeD, in May 2024 —
India’s private space players are
looking set to make waves.

Skyroot uses advanced carbon
fibre structures and 3D-printed
engines (liquid stage) to propel
their Vikram series of
launch vehicles. And it has
also achieved another criti-
cal milestone — setting up
their Infinity Campus, also
near the airport, last year,
which will allow them to get
one Vikram-class rocket out
of the door every month.

“Hopefully, we want to
reach that cadence next
year,” says Chandana.
While Vikram-1 will take
to the skies from Isro’s Sat-
ish Dhawan centre at Sri-
harikota, Skyroot is look-
ing to conduct subsequent
launches from Kulasekarapatti-
nam, where Isro’s private rocket
launch pad is expected to be
ready by March-end. Eventually,
the plan is to have Skyroot's own
launch pad (either at Sriharikota
or Kulasekarapattinam) as busi-
ness grows, indicates Pawan.

The business side is shap-
ing up through MoUs with play-
ers such as French newspace
operator Promethee to launch
its satellite constellation (‘news-
pace’ is a reference to the private
enterprise-led space sector), and
German satellite aggregator
Exolaunch for deploying their
satellites on Vikram-1. Skyroot
has also inked MoUs with Indian
spacetech startups like Dhruva
Space and Bellatrix Aerospace.

But timelines can be tricky
when it comes to space. The com-
pany had originally aimed for a
2024 launch timeframe and, more
recently, a Q1 2026 timeframe, but
section-level testing and the time
required to interconnect systems
is taking longer than expected.
The ultimate goal, however, re-
mains the same: to make human
space travel as affordable as air
travel. That mission, Chandana
says, is very much on track. “In
future, we will build reusable
rockets that will be much bigger:
That is our aspiration before the
end of the decade. It's already on
the drawing board.”

When 7 Rays Hit
In Land Of RisingStin!

Yuka Okuda, a
Rabindrasangeet performer,
dehvers atalk onRay's

i ‘charulata (Below) A
Tokya theatre that took part
in the retrospectlve

Road residence in Kolkata, he

recalled the role of a Japanese

distributor; Toho-Towa Co.
Ltd, founded in 1928 by film
pioneer Nagamasa Kawaki-
ta, and said Kawakita’'s wife,
Kashiko Kawakita, was a
Ray admirer:

“She was very close to
our family and a die-hard
Satyajit follower right
from the start,” he said.
‘When Ray first visited Ja-

pan, it was Kashiko who arranged
a meeting between Ray and Kuro-
sawa in 1966. “I think till the 80s,
they distributed all of Baba's films
in Japan. The films must have done
good business. Otherwise, why
would she ask about new films eve-
ry year?” said Sandip Ray.

The seven restored titles began
their theatrical run on July 25 at Le
Cinema Bunkamura in Tokyo. The
retrospective was to run for three
weeks, but a further week was add-
ed due to the demand. “The films
were not only screened in Tokyo,
but in cities like Hiroshima, Osaka,
Kyoto, etc, covering 15-20 cinemas

Priyanka.Dasgupta
@timesofindia.com

sized Tokyo theatre on an Aug
L A\eveningin the Japanese summer.
The audience listens rapt to a woman
sitting on stage, framed by the movie
screen behind her: Clearly, it's not just
another screening, but then, neither
can the topic be called usual for this
part of the world. For the woman on
stage is discussing Rabindrasangeet,
and the context is ‘Charulata’, maestro
and auteur Satyajit Ray’s 1964 master-
piece, one of the seven films that were
shown last year in Japan as part of a
retrospective of his works.

l\ll seats look taken in a medium-

The lineup — featuring ‘Jalsa- nationwide,” said Varsha Bansal,
ghar’ (1958), ‘Mahanagar’ (1963), who helmed the restorations of the
‘Charulata’  (1964), ‘Kapurush’, Ray classics produced by her grand-
‘Mahapurush’ (both 1965), ‘Nayak’ father, RD Bansal.

(1966), and ‘Jai Baba Felunath (1979)
— earning their first theatrical re-
lease in Japan, spans a two-decade
arc of some of Ray’'s most memora-
ble films. The films were also made
available on VOD and home video
with Japanese subtitles. The de-
mand has grown to the point that
these films are set for a Blu-ray re-
lease in March.

To Sandip Ray, filmmaker and
Ray’s son, however; none of this is sur-
prising. After all, it was the Japanese
film great Akira Kurosawa who'd
said, “Not to have seen the cinema
of Satyajit Ray means existing in the
world without seeing the sun or the
moon.” Sitting in his Lake Temple

The screenings were paired with
discussions and talks. If film re-
searcher and producer Eri Morina-
ga spoke after ‘Mahanagar’, Asian
cinema researcher Tamaki Mat-
suoka delivered a talk following a
screening of ‘Jalsaghar’. Yuka Oku-
da, a Rabindrasangeet performer
and Bengali language instructor,
led a session after a ‘Charulata’
screening. “I offered some reflec-
tions on the impact of the Ra-
bindrasangeet in the film... Some
in the audience said they wanted to
watch the film again. It made us re-
alise all the more that Ray’s cinema
is a deeply layered and magnificent
creation,” Okuda told TOI.
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TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

A W / GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 3iafte fawnT | DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NISSAN MOTOR INDIA PVT. LTD.

The present publication is being issued on behalf of M/s Nissan Motor India

Private Limited (“NMIPL") to state that Youwe and Cars (Youwe Nissan) has

ceased to be an Authorised Dealer of NMIPL effective from 21 February 2026

at the following locations -

= Showroom: F 1/9, Okhla Inddustrial Area, Phase 1, New Delhi - 110020, Delhi.

* Showroom: No. LG/18 & AMP; 19, Som Dutt Chamber 1, No. 5, Bikaji Cama Place,
New Delhi - 110029.

« Showroom: JBJ House, 18" Milestone, Delhi Mathura Road, Sector 20A,
Neelam Ajronda Metro Station, Sector 20A, Faridabad, Haryana - 121001.

» Workshop: D-12 Okhla Industrial Area, Phase 1, Delhi - 110020.

* Workshop: 13/1, Sector 35, Mathura Road, Faridabad Haryana - 121001.

It is informed that Youwe Nissan has no right to accept any fresh bookings
beyond 21% February 2026, and NMIPL has no connection whatsoever with any
fresh bookings offered by Youwe Nissan. Any person or entity making any fresh
bookings of Nissan vehicles or getting servicing of the same with Youwe Nissan
will be doing so at their own risk with no claims against NMIPL.

This information is issued in the interest of General Public.

Government of Maharashtra
General Administration Department

An Advertisement published on 05 March, 2026 for filling
up 4 posts of members of the body of Lokayukta (2 Judicial
Members and 2 other than Judicial Members) is available
on website www.maharashtra.gov.in of the Government
of Maharashtra. The aspiring candidates can submit their
applications in a prescribed time limit.
Place: Mumbai
Date: 05 March, 2026

Sd/-
(Neeta Shinde)
Deputy Secretary
General Administration Department,

DGIPR/2025-2026/6297 Government of Maharashtra

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

(Training wing)
Alandur Road, Guindy, Chennai-600032.
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Re. No, 3602/ATS3)/2024-1, Dated : 04.03.2026

Online Tenders in two cover system are invited from the Industries (either as a single entity or a part of
aConsortium) for Request for Proposal (RFP) for the selection of Anchor Industry Partners for 6 Hubs and
24 Spokes ITI clusters under Upgradation of Industrial Training Institutes under Pradhan Mantri Skilling
and Employability Transformation through Upgraded ITls (PM-SETU) Scheme in Tamil Nadu."

The Bidder can however, choose to bid for multiple clusters, however separate bid documents
have to be submitted for each cluster comprising of 1 hub and 4 spokes.
For further details, Terms & Conditions please visit Tamil Nadu e-tendering portal
https:/itntenders.gov.in. Tender Document can be downloaded from the web portal at free of cost from
the date as mentioned below.

b 74 Chennai-600032
Tender Notice No: T1/TNPCB/F.15722/TNSHORE-FTB/2025-1 Dated: 03.03.2026

E-tender (2-cover system) through TN etenders' website are invited for “Collection,
Removal and Transportation of floating debris/solid waste from the Floating Trash
Boominstalled in the Adyar River in Chennai district, Tamil Nadu”

The tender documents can be downloaded from https://tntenders.gov.in and
www.tnpcb.gov.in on or after 05.03.2026. The last date for the receipt of the tender is
20.03.2026.

DIPR/1571/TENDER/2026

Chairperson
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Chennai - 32

13001/475/2526

BERHAMPUR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, GANJAM
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)

qRA F

i

ml THIRUVANANTHAPURAM — 22 / (RIT . / Ph. No. 0471 — 2564568 | 4545)
/Dated : 04-03-2026

$-faferer s T gU HfIe GoHT / BRIEF NOTICE INVITING E mER

Tl 1 3K | FreftEa Fe % g §-2efn gr sieme qe-<t ffEEn st 1 S €1 On behalf of the
President of India, online item-rate tenders are invited through E-tendering for the following work.

1. FEETE T 500 W H. & F GHET
o clovated water tank ot Vatiyoorkawu (Civil & PH works) / VSSCICMGICO1/3012025-26 Dt. 04.03.2028

I 7 29t < fmi (fafaer aan o= ) / Construction of 500 Cum capacity
3409.07 wT@/Lakh)

mm a:aﬁrlpenuafomowmcadmg ﬁ:rra:us ua 2026, 10.00 T/ hrs, Fito f&A1#18.03.2026, 23.00 & /hrs.
g fAfaRER =R % o

o www.isro.govin 3@ Interested tenderers may visit

ormﬁm.gg:unfordetalls Sd/- W9,

, STHTEE /
Head, CMG, VSSC

Ref No.: F.

E-bids for rate contract cum empanelment for supply of following items are invited from eligible bidders:-

RAJASTHAN MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD.

(A Govt. of Rajasthan Undertaking), Gandhi Block, Swasthya Bhawan, Tilak Marg, J
Phone No: 0141-2228066, 2228064, Websi
CIN : U24232R]2011SGCO35067, E-mail : edpssrmsc@rajasthan.gov.in

" Notice Inviting E-Bids

ipur-302005, Ine

02 L Dated :- 24/02/2026

Letter No. 4422 Date : 24.02.2026 S. |Item Name/Description| Ref. No. UBN Estimated Time &
Invitation for Bids No.| Valuein Last date for
NATIONAL COMPETATIVE BIDDING THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT R |Bisit
No. BMC(BAM) : .| Drug&Medicines |FO2 (437)/RMSCL/Procureme| MSC2526GLRC00089|  19.29 | 11.03.2026 Up
Ve L‘L‘.:ﬂium g Imfios e T AN NS HORE onby -nt/Drug/NIB-16/2025/3663 Crore t0600PM
2| Nature of work Civil work Dated :- 24/02/2026
3 No. of work 02 Nos.

4 | Bid Cost. The bidders shall remit onfine the cost of bid ducument for amount through the process
as mentioned in the DTCN as per Annexure *
5 |[EMD The bidder shall remit online the Eamest Muney Deposi/Bid Securily at the rate of 1%

of the estimated cost put to tender as mentioned under DTCN. Bidders desirous to hire
machineries or equipments from outside the State or owned but deployed outside the
State are required to remit online 2% of the amount put to tender as Bid Security. Exemption
from EMD s permissible as per codal provisions of Govt_of Odisha as per Annexure *A"

http://s|

Other particulars of the bids may be visited on the procurement portal

and may be downloaded from there.

Raj.Samwad/C/25/21699

PPP-rajasthan.gov.in, http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in

Executive Director (Procurement)
RMSCL

€ | Class of Contractor AS per the Annexure ‘A"

7 | Avallability of Bid Documents
in the website

From 11:00 hrs. of 06.03.2026 to 17:00 hrs. of 23.03.2026

8. | Date & time of opening of | 11:30 hrs. onwards on Dt. 24.03.2026

Technical Bids

9. | Date & Time of Opening of
ids.

Shall be intimated to the responsive Technically qualified bidder after evolution of Technical
financial big bids,

10. | Mode of submission of tender | Tender should submitied online in www.tendersorissa.gov.in

1. | The Bidders have 10 partipate in ONLINE bidding ony. Further dalals can be seen from e webslle -
in. Any addendum of tender can also be seen in the said website.

only.

Commissioner
Ecm:mpur Municipal Corporation
Berh ha

OIPR-13001/13035/1/25-26/0007 ampur, Odis|

13001/442/2526
BERHAMPUR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, GANJAM
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)

Letter No. 4477/ Date : 24/02/26

Af¥aa AT |==1 GLOBAL TENDER NOTICE

s, emaemrdiey frefafad 6 o i wmue ¥y Fafarel / smgffert v s
s fma gotel 3 Rfdard smifa wwa €

Director, [ITM invites tenders from Manufacturers / Suppliers and their accredited selling agents|
for the supply and installation of following.

YR SUREH H9 s wwm
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TROPICAL METEOROLOGY
(g} fsm H3Ted, WIRA WRER $1 TF FHT A AH)
(An Autonomous Institute under the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Govt. of India)
YTHTOT, QOY - 411 008 / PASHAN, PUNE - 411008

1. [Tender Inviting Authority | Additional Director (AT),

0Ofo Director of Employment and Training, Guindy, Chennai -32

Invitation for Bids i | Pfer < faRo .
NATIONAL COMPETATIVE BIDDING THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT B 3 M IDgserlpion
Bid Identification No BMC(BAM):-322/2025-2026 Sr. No.| Tender No.
Ml e nvites rate bids in ONLINEMODE onl | g1 | fregj125/47/2025 | I Reaivdie 1 oy, <em ol afrerfim - wmam 8 e
2 [Nature of work Civil work PS/125/47/2025 | Supply, and C of Spectror Qty. 08 Sets,
3 |No. of work 01 Nos. =
4 [Bid Cost. The bidders shallremit o e cost o bid dcumen for amount rough 02. Te=/125/50/12025 | €O, - CH, ITEWIETd freraa Y amyfdl, vemee aiR wfrerforam 07
the process as TCN as per Annexure "A" : ey ;
5 [EM.D The bidder shall remit online the Eamesk Money Deposit/Bid Security at PSI1255012025 | %< | Supply, Installation & Commissioning of COZ CH: Isotope Analyzer
the rate of 1% of the estimated cost put to tender as mentioned under Qty. - 7 Sets
DTCN. Bidders desirous to hire machineries or equipments from outside aﬁ'z ﬂ afﬂ
the State or owned but deployed outside the State are required to remit T, g Rrverys 6 smyfd, v
online 2% of the amount :m Yo tender as Bid Security. Egemplmn rom| %% 2615112025 €, CHy NO, NH,, H,0 i o
E D is permissible as per codal provisions of Govt. Of Odisha as per PS/125/51/2025 - |13 07 W / Supply, Installation & Commissioning of COZ,
nnexure "A"
6 [Class of Contractor | AS per the Annexure "A" CH" NIO, NH;' and Hzo A"alyler Qty' 07 sets

=]

Avalilability of Bid From 11:00 hrs. of 09/03/26 to 17:00 hrs. Of 23/03/26
in the

EMD
Conditions
Sale of RFP Document  [05.03.2026 - available online (https://tntenders.gov.in.)

Last date of receipt of RFP 05.05.2026 at 11 A.M
Document

Rs. 40.00 Lakh
As stipulated in RFP document

EIENEAEN

6. |Date, Time and Place of
Opening the RFP

7. |Pre-bid meeting

05.05.2026 at 4.00 P.M in the Directorate of Employment and Training,
Guindy, Chennai - 600 032.

23.03.2026 at 11.30 A.M in Conference Hall (2nd floor), Directorate of
Employment and Training, Guindy, Chennai -32

DIPR/1569/TENDER/2026 Additional Director(AT)/Tender Inviting Authority

e @1 forelt fRfaraT o et ifarerstt @1 o eron gare R a3 3 arftre 2 | el
=T vd ifert % SRqEROT ¥ FUAT ISTST hitps:/imoes.ewizard.in/ ST | HifaE SrefaTars
1 SFHRT b for, T fRavor s g9 G B Jswrge hitp:/lwww.tropmet.res.in U9 SRaR)]

el MR T &1d) http:/iwww.eprocure.gov.in, TX * STeTsy ¥ |

Institute reserves the right to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof. For
ind submission of bids please visit website https://moes.ewizard.in/ For the information of the

website
8 |Date & Time of 11:00 hrs. onwards on Dt. 24/03/26
Opening of
Technical Bids
9 [Date & time of Shall be intimated to the responsive Technically
opening of qualified bidder after evolution of Technical bids. The
|| financial bids
10 Mode of submission | Tender Should submitted Online in www.tendersorissa.gov.in| |details a
of tender or "
11| The Bldders have to participate i |n ONLINE bidding only. Further de(alls can be seen from the v
website Any of tender

can also be seen in the said websne only

Sd/- Commissioner
Berhampur Municipal Corporation
Berhampur, Odisha

OIPR-13001/13035/1/25-26/0005

res.in and Government's Central Procurement Portal (CPP) http://www.eprocure.gov.in

bidders, the tender details are also available on this Institute’s Website: http:/www.tropmet,

Sd-
wematE e, g Feee|
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Iran war has ricocheted across

A COUNTRY-BY-COUNTRY BREAKDOWN OF THE IMPACT SO FAR | IRAO | |_OATAR |

COUNTRIES

‘the rlegion and be)éonfi, v\’\\llitht e LEBANON KUWAIT CUAE | Casualties | Militia deaths Damage | Energy facilities hit
i \ 5 A nearly every country in West Asia - it si i
AFFEcTEJD IN susta)i/ning gama r¥ i Casualties | At least Casualties 77 people  Casualties 8 Casualties 3 gamcuc liDioneohitsiic nEaigipa sbace HGlosed
ge from missile % . 2 : US consulate
™ | '\ k * hits, drone strikes or shrapnel 1,045 people Damage | At least (incl. 6 US soldiers)  foreign workers killed Ao e [ OMAN |
3 WEST ASIlA AND ~ many reporting casualties,and ~ Damage | Nuclear 84,000 displaced _ Damage | US Damage | US consulate hit, Casualties 1 Indian mariner
" \ ~ key embassies, economic engines infrastructure, missile | Airspace | Partially cmbasyit aiorE fholeh argefed JORDAN Damage | Vessel hit in Gulf of
and passageways closing down. ::ljl_f(leﬁ:g:‘lsyrgg]\geﬁ}glﬂgs open, flights cancelled | Airspace | Closed Airspace | Partially closed D;\magell 5 injured by falling Oman, Salalah & Dugm ports hit
e, i shrapnel f ¢
; Airspace | Open, flights
ate;s damaged Airspace | Open, flights cancelled = cancelled
Airspace | Closed
SAUDI ARABIA [ SYRIA |

supreme leader, rejects Khamenei son ©

WHY TRUMP WANTS TO DESTROY IRAN'S NAVY

While Iran’s nuclear and missile progr.

US Will Bitterly
Regret Torpedoing
Warship In Indian
Ocean, Warns Iran

Dubai: US President Donald
Trump said on Thursday he
should be involved in choosing
Iran’s next supreme leader as
the US and Israel hammered
the country for a sixth day. Iran
kept up its retaliatory attacks
on Israel, American bases and
countries around the region.

Speaking to Axios, Trump
said, “I have to be involved in
theappointment” of Khamene-
’s successor; and that the late
leader’s 56-year-old son “is
unacceptable to me,” and “a
light weight.” “We want someo-
ne who will bring harmony
andpeacetoIran,” Trumpsaid.
“Thave to be involved in the ap-
pointment, like with Delcy in
Venezuela,” said Trump, refer-
ring to its acting president. His
comments werelikely torenew
questions about whether the
US and Israel seek the overth-
row of the Islamic Republic or
justachange in policies.

The war has meanwhile
escalated each day, affecting an
additional 14 countries across
West Asiaand beyond. Iran has
said the US will“bitterly reg-
ret” torpedoing an Iranian
warship near Sri Lanka. Irani-
an foreign minister Abbas
Araghchi accused the US of
committing an “an atrocity at
sea” for sinking the Iranian fri-
gate IRIS Dena. “Mark my
words: The US will come to bit-
terly regret (the) precedent it
hasset,” hesaid.

Israelissuedamassevacua-
tion warning for all of Beirut’s
southern suburbs as the figh-
ting escalated with Lebanon's
Iran-allied Hezbollah mili-
tants. UN peacekeepers repor-
ted ground combat in southern
Lebanon as more Israeli troops
crossed the border.

An Iranian cleric called for
the shedding of Israeli and
“Trump’s blood.” The state-
ment from Ayatollah Abdollah
Javadi Amoli wasarare callfor
violence by an ayatollah, one of
the highest ranks within the
clergy of Shialslam.

Defencesecretary Pete Heg-
seth said Wednesday that the
leader of the Iranian covert
unit that planned to assassina-
te President Trump in 2024 had
been killed in Iran. The Penta-
gon provided few details, but
the Trump administration has
said that Iran’s plotting to kill
US officials is one reason the
US launched its bombing cam-
paign. Hegseth also acknow-
ledged that some Iranian air at-
tacks may still hit their targets
as he asserted that US military
superiority is giving it control
of Tran’s airspace. “This does
not mean we can stop everyt-
hing, but we ensured that the
maximum defence and force
protection was set up before we
went on offensive,” he said. ap

| PALESTINI
TERRITORIES
Casualties 11 civilians
Damage | Synagogue
& public shelter in Beit
Shemesh, building
in Tel Aviy, road in
Jerusalem

Airspace | Closed

Damage | Shipping
rerouted from Suez Canal
Airspace | Open

TURKIYE

Iran has two navies

© Islamic Republic of Iran Navy
Mainly armed with conventional
warships. Before Iran was
attacked, it had 3 submarines, 8
frigates, 2 corvettes and 22 small
submarines, according to data
from the defence intelligence

firm Janes. These are designed
specifically for operating in the
shallow waters of the Persian Gulf

tad

have do.

trade and energy supplies from the Persian Gulf region

WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT IRAN’S NAVAL FORCES

© Revolutionary
Guards has its own
navy focused on
operations in the
Gulf and along

Iran’s coastline.

It is equipped

with hundreds of
smaller, fast vessels,
according to Janes

Core Strategy | Having the ability

Source: NYT, Bloomberg

waters. US intelligence assessment released last year says
Iran’s naval services acquired vessels, including submarines
and small boats, that are capable of laying mines and
disrupting shipping traffic through the Strait of Hormuz

~ Iranian w’a}ship 1RIS Dena o Feb 18, 2026 -

WHAT US CLAIMS
IT HAS DESTROYED
2 warships sunk,
including the drone
carrier Shahid Bagheri

corvettes and a
frigate, the IRIS Dena

No Iranian warships left in
the Persian Gulf, the Strait of
Hormuz or the Gulf of Oman by

A satellite image of damaged
Konarak Naval base in Iran

-

US House to vote on
an Iran war powers

he House was expected to

vote Thursday onawar
powers resolution to halt
President Trump's attack on
Iran, asign of uneasein
Congress over the rapidly
widening conflict. It's the
second vote inas many days,
afterthe Senate defeateda
similar measure. Lawmakers
are confronting the reality of
representing the American
peopleinwartime tested by a
president’s unilateral decision
to gotowar with Iran. ap
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d conversations about its military capabilities, the US and
its allies in the region have also long considered its naval forces a serious threat because of their ability to disrupt

o Strikes on Iran's ballistic missile sites
(confirmed on satalite imagery)
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BLOCKING STRAIT
OF HORMUZ
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
said on Thursday that the
Strait of Hormuz is now
closed to ships from the

More tankers under attack

ore tankers came under attack in Gulf

waters Thursday. A Bahamas-flagged
crude oil tanker was targeted by an Iranian
remote-controlled boat laden with explosives
whileanchored near Irag's Khor al Zubair port,
according toinitial assessments. A second
tanker at anchor off Kuwait was taking on water
and spilling oil after a large explosion on its port
side. Nine vessels have come under attack since
the conflict broke out between the US, Israel and
Iran on Saturday. Around 200 ships, including oil
and LNG tankers as well as cargo ships, remained
atanchorin openwaters off the coast of major
Gulf producers, according to estimates based on
ship-tracking data from the MarineTraffic
platform. Hundreds of other vessels remained
outside the Strait of Hormuz. reuters

Europe moves to secure Red
Sea navigation, protect Cyprus

Rome/Paris: European po-
wers said on Thursday they wo-
uld work together to safeguard
shipping in the Red Sea and
send naval and other assets to
protect Cyprus as the expan-
ding US-Iran war entered its
sixth day Italy, Spain, France
and the Netherlands will send
naval assets to protect Cyprus
in the coming days, Rome’s de-
fence minister Guido Crosetto
told parliament.

French President Macron
spoke with the PMs of Italy and
Greece on Thursday and “they
all agreed to step up cooperati-
on to safeguard shipping in the
Red Sea and to coordinate the
dispatch of military assets to
Cyprus,” a senior source said.
The plans ruled out any direct
involvement in the war. “We
are not at war and we do not
want toenter awar,” Italian PM
Giorgia Meloni said Thursday.

PM Keir Starmer announ-

Spain is sending its frigate used
for air defence to Cyprus

ced on Thursday that Britain is
sending additional fighter jets
to Qatar: The four Typhoon pla-
nes will join an existing UK
squadron in the Gulf state “to
strengthen our defensive ope-
rations in Qatar and across the
region,” Starmer said. The an-
nouncement came after defen-
ce secretary John Healey arri-
ved in Cyprusfollowingadrone
strike on a UK air base on the
Mediterranean island earlier
this week. Britain has also said
it will deploy a destroyer to the

region along with additional
helicopters equipped with co-
unter-drone capabilities.

Spain, which had so far re-
frained from involving itself in
defensive operations, said on
Thursday it will send its frigate
used for air defence to Cyprus.

TheDutch govt said on Wed-
nesday it was weighing a requ-
est to help secure maritime
traffic threatened by the escala-
ting crisis. Meloni said on Th-
ursday Rome would respond to
requests from Gulf nations see-
king air defence equipment to
counter Iran, citing the need to
protect Italian citizens and tro-
opsintheregion. A French offi-
cial said on Thursday that Pa-
ris has authorised a presence
of US aircraft at certain bases
in France, provided they do not
take part in operations against
Tran. The agreement did not co-
ver French bases in West Asia,
the official said. reuters

| A satellite image shows the

Bandar Abbas Military Harbour

US, Israel, Europe and other
Western allies. Trump’s
suggestion that US would
insure and protect oil
tankers and other vessels
passing through the strait
may potentially bring Iran’s
anti-ship missiles into play

Iran is known to have at
least six types of such
missiles. Most are based on
older Chinese designs and
have maximum ranges of
about 75 miles (120km)

That doesn't allow them to
hit US navy ships, which
operate far from Iran’s
shores. But it provides
thorough coverage of the

{ strait, which is less than

| 25 miles (40km) wide at its

Drone attack hits Azerbaijan
Azerbaijan on Thursday accused Iran of adrone

attack onits territory thatinjured four civili-
ans, and it vowed to retaliate as the war in West
Asiareached into another country. Azerbaijan’s
foreign ministry said ina statementthat Iranian
drones attacked its exclave of Nakhchivanand
damaged an airport building. President Ilham
Aliyevaccused Iran of carrying out “a groundless
actofterrorand aggression,” and said his military
hasbeen told to prepare for retaliatory measures.
The Caspian Sea nation halted truck traffic across
the nearly 700-km border with Iran. Iran’s general
staff of the armed forces denied it had launched a
drone toward Azerbaijan. The incident highligh-
ted Azerbaijan’s complicated ties with Iran, ata
time when Baku has developed military and
economic ties with Israel. ap

narrowest point

[ran using cluster bomb
warheads: Israel military

Surendra.Singh
@timesofindia.com

he Israel military has re-

| vealed that Iran recently

launched multiple ballis-

tic missiles carrying cluster

bomb warheads atIsrael, indis-

criminately spreading small
bombs in the country.

Cluster bombs or cluster
munitions are weapons that re-
lease scores of small, explosive
submunitions over a wide
area, being designed for use
against people and vehicles.
The warhead of such missiles
opens up while descending and
scatters around 20 smaller mu-
nitions with around 2.5 kg of
explosives in a radius of aro-
und 8 km, according to Israel
Defence Forces (IDF).

Military analysts warn that
the introduction of these wea-
pons changes the dynamics of
the conflict. Instead of a single
explosionatonepoint,acluster

warhead can scatter many
smaller bombs across a large
zone, increasing civilian casu-
alties and causing greater in-
frastructure destruction. The
IDF confirmed that Iran has
launched ballistic missiles car-
rying cluster bomb warheads
atIsrael inthe ongoingconflict,
as well as in the June 2025 war.
The Iran-backed Houthis in Ye-
menalsolaunched several mis-
siles with cluster bomb warhe-
adsatIsraellast year.

Israeli experts have indica-
ted that Iran might have recei-
ved help from external sources
forthedeadly missiles. There is
speculation of possible trans-
fer of military technology from
either Russia or China. Some
of the submunitions do not ex-
plode upon hitting the ground,
but they canstill pose danger to
people. The IDF Home Front
Command has, therefore, war-
ned people not to approach any
missileremains.

A burning aircraft falls m
the sky in Al Jahra, Kuwait

Casualties | None

Damage | NATO defence
intercepted ballistic missile

British
military base
attacked

Ben Hubbard

espite long being treated

as a pariah by the West

and isolated by US sanc-
tions, Iran’s revolutionary Isla-
mic govt maintained diploma-
tic, commercial and military ti-
eswitharange of countries.

Turkiye and India engaged
with it on trade and security.
China looked to it for cheap oil.
North Korea, Venezuela and
Russia considered it an ally in
their struggle against the West
and conspired with it to deve-
lop military technology and
subvert sanctions. Now that
Iran finds itself under attack
by, those friends, neighbours
and partners have little more
than words to offer the Islamic
Republic. They, in turn, could
become targets.

That is a product, experts
say, of Iran’s foreign policy,
which has shied away from
commitments to other countri-
es while investing in militias
that share its religiously-fuel-
led hatred of the US and Israel.
Those militias can't help Iran
now. The most formidable of
them, Hezbollah in Lebanon
and Hamas in Gaza, have been
ground down by wars with Is-
rael. The Houthi militia in Ye-
men and Iragi armed groups
backed by Iran can target ships
in the Red Sea or American for-
cesinlIraqg. Butsuchattacksare
unlikely to change the course
of a war inside Iran. Most co-
untries that maintainrelations
with Iran do so out of strategic,
geographic or economic neces-
sity, giving them little reason to
sacrifice when Iran comes un-
derfire, experts said.

India engaged with Iran as
an important player in its re-
gion and to seek economic ad-
vantages, according to Kabir
Taneja, executive director of
the Observer Research Foun-

Kurdish dissident
groups prepping to
fight against Iran
with US support

Irbil (Iraq): Kurdish Iranian
dissident groups based in
northern Iraq are preparing
for a potential cross-border
military operation in Iran,
and the US has asked Iragi
Kurds to support them, Kur-
dish officials said.

The Kurdish groups are wi-
dely seen as the most well-orga-
nised segment of the fragmen-
ted Iranian opposition and are
believed to have thousands of
trainedfighters. Theirentry in-
to the war could pose a signifi-
cant challenge to the embattled
authorities in Tehran and co-
uld also risk pulling Iraq furt-
her into the conflict. Khalil Na-
diri, an official with the Kurdis-
tan Freedom Party, or PAK, ba-
sed in northern Iraq’s semi-a-
utonomous Kurdish region,
said Wednesday that some of
their forces had moved to areas
near theIranian border in Sula-
ymaniyah province and were
on standby. He said Kurdish op-
position group leaders had be-
en contacted by US officials re-
garding a potential operation,
without giving more details.

Asked about reports that
the Trump administration was
considering arming Iranian
Kurdish groups, defence secre-
tary Pete Hegseth said: “None
of our objectives are premised
on the supportor thearming of
any particular force. So, what
otherentities may bedoing, we-
‘re aware of, but our objectives
aren’tcentredon that.” ap

Iran says the US
has ‘no exit plan’

As war continues in West Asia,
abattle of rhetoricisalso
being waged between the US
and Iran. Iran’s parliament
speaker Mohammad Bagher Gh-
alibafsaid on Thursday thatthe
US had suffered “painful
damage” from Iran’s strikes
adding that Washington had “no
exitplan.” He said the US officials
privately acknowledged the
situation. US defence secretary
Pete Hegseth said that Iran’s
leaders were “toast”. reuters

re staying on

Damage | US embassy in Riyadh
struck, Ras Tanura refinery hitr

Ai rsbace |7 Piniéllj closed

casualties 1 civilian

Damage | Drone attack near
Amazon data centre

Airspace | Closed

= P
Mourners gather in the city o

Qom on Thu

Damage | Injuries from Iranian
missile debris near Damascus

Airspace | Closed
INDIAN OCEAN

Casualties
87 «illed, 61 missing

Damage | US submarine sank
Iranian warship near Sri Lanka

ein picking Iran’s Why Iran’s global partners
the sidelines

o )
rsday for war victims’ funeral

dationMiddle East. “There was
definitely no overlap as far as
world-view is concerned,” he
said. “Tt was always a transac-
tional relationship, but a func-
tional and a useful one as far as
New Delhi was concerned.”

Ties with Iran did not stop
India from becoming Israel’s
largest arms customer, with In-
dian purchases makingup 34%
of Israel’s total sales between
2020 and 2024, according to the
Stockholm International Pea-
ce Research Institute. India’s
balancing act between Israel,
Iran and others meant it would
steer clear of the war in Iran,
Tanejasaid. “Indian foreign po-
licy is clear in that matter, that
it does not enter into other peo-
ple’sbusiness,” he said.

North Korea condemned
the war but has done little else,
and Venezuela’s posture has
changed since the US ousted
President Nicolas Maduro in
Jan. China remains Iran’s lar-
gest trading partner, mostly be-
cause it buys more than three-
quarters of Iran’s oil. China
has called for restraint, critici-
sed the killing of Ayatollah
Khamenei as “unacceptable”
and appointed an envoy to me-
diate. It is unlikely to directly
challenge the US, analystssaid,

soasnot todisturb Trump’s ex-
pected visitto China in April.
Russia has been Iran’s clo-
sest state ally in pushing back
against the West. “You have
this growing alignment and
grievance over the global order
andthe USalliancesystem,"” sa-
id Hanna Notte, the Eurasia
programme director at the Ja-
mes Martin Center for Nonpro-
liferation Studies. Military co-
operation between Russia and
Iran grew during the conflict in
Syria, where both countries
propped up President Bashar
al-Assad before he was ousted
in 2024. Russia-Ukraine con-
flict further solidified the rela-
tionship as Russia needed Ira-
niandrone technology, which it
deployed against Ukraine. In
Jan 2025, Russia and Iran sig-
ned a major cooperation treaty
that deepened their defence ti-
esbutdidnot include arequire-
menttocometoeachother’sde-
fence in case of anattack.
Russia has given Iran some
military equipment but its sup-
port has been limited, Notte sa-
id, in part because Russia did
not want to complicate its ties
with Israel. Russia will likely
stick toitspolicy of avoiding di-
rect military conflict with Isra-
eland the US, Notte said. Nyt

Hong Kong: China will boost
defence spending by 7% in
2026, it said on Thursday, the
lowest rate in five years but
still outpacing wider econom-
ic growth targets and the rest
of Asiaatatime of growingre-
gional tension, including over
Taiwan. Security analysts and
regional military attaches are
watching China’s budget clo-
sely as it scrambles to moder-
nise themilitary by 2035, while
stepping up deployments
across East Asia and purging
the top brass to tackle graft.
China will improve com-
bat readiness and accelerate
thedevelopment of “advanced
combat capabilities”, Premier
LiQiangsaid at the opening of
parliament’s annual meeting.
“All these steps will boost our
strategic capacity to safegu-
ard China’s sovereignty, secu-
rity and development inter-
ests,” Li said in his report.
Govt remains committed to
the ruling Communist Party’s
“absolute leadership over the
armed forces”, Liadded.
China would “resolutely
fight against separatist forces

Washington: A US trade co-
urt judge Wednesday ordered
govttobegin paying potential-
ly billions of dollars in re-
funds to importers who paid
tariffs that the Supreme Court
saidlast month were collected
illegally Judge Richard Eaton
of the US court of internatio-
nal trade ordered govt to fina-
lise the cost of bringing mil-
lionsof shipments intothe US
without assessing a tariff, ac-
cordingtoacourtfiling. He or-
dered the refunds to be made
withinterest.

‘When merchandise is bro-
ught into the US, an importer
pays an estimated amount at
entry which is then finalised

Process refunds on illegal
tariffs: Court to US customs

China boosts defence
spending 7% in drive
to modernise by 2035

China sets economy’s
growth target <5%
for first time since '91

hina has signalled

continuity rather than
change forits economy, setting
aslightly lower target for
growththis year in the midst of
aproperty slump and other
headwinds athome and
growing uncertainty abroad.
Premier Li Qiang set a target of
4.5%105% annual growth in his
report presented to the opening
session of this year’s meeting of
National People’s Congress. It's
the lowest growth target since
1991. Experts say the lower
targetisin line with longer-term
goalsthatare less focused on
high growthrates. ar

aimed at ‘Taiwan independen-
ce’ and oppose external inter-
ference”, Li vowed, virtually
reprising comments of last ye-
ar. That would “promote the
peaceful development of
cross-Strait relations and ad-
vance cause of national reuni-
fication”, headded. reuTers

around 314 days later, a pro-
cessknown asliquidation. Ea-
ton directed customs and bor-
der protection to finalise the
entry cost on shipments wit-
hout the tariff beingassessed,
resulting in a refund. “Cus-
toms knows how to do this,”
he said at a hearing on Wed-
nesday, according to a recor-
ding on the court’s website.

Customs and Border Pro-
tection has said in court fi-
lings that the task of finali-
sing entry costs could require
manual review of more than
70 million entries. The agency
had said it wanted up to four
months to assess its options
for paying refunds. reuters




CYBER ATTACKERS TARGETING
CLOUD INFRASTRUCTURE

State-backed groups such
as Salt Typhoon and Linen

Typhoon are targeting
North American telecom,

govt and IT systems to en-

able long-term espionage
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North Korea expands fake IT
worker scams: Hackers pose as
remote IT staff using Al deep-
fakes and fake LinkedIn/GitHub
profiles to infiltrate Western cos

Cloud services used to hide
malware: Attackers conceal !
commands in tools like Google
Calendar and store malicious files
on Google Drive and Dropbox

{ Al boosts SaaS supply-
chain attacks: Hackers
use Al tools to study
Saas integrations

and breach multiple
customers through a
single platform

Source: Cloudflare Threat Intelligence

Tehran Turmoil: De-Escalation Hopes Lift Markets, Rupee I Oil Rate Hikes Remain A Worry As Cos Take Stock

Sensex recovers 900 pts on
improving geopolitical cues

Gains 1.1% On US Shipping Safety Guarantee, Iran’s Talk Proposal

Times News NETwoRK

Mumbai: Sensex reversed its
fallingtrend on Thursday and
regained part of the 2,300-po-
int fall recorded in the two
previous sessions since the
war started in West Asia. At
the end of a volatile session
the index was up 900 points or
1.1% at 80,016 points.

The day’s session started
on a strong footing after the
US markets closed higher on
Wednesday night. Sensex
opened alittle over 400 points
higher, witnessed some vola-
tility through most of the ses-
sion and then rallied strongly
in the last one hour to close
slightly off the day’s high of
80,304 points.

The strong rise in the last
hour came after Iran’sforeign
minister told a news channel
that the country was ready to
move to the negotiating table
withtheUS onitsnuclear pro-
gramme. Earlier, the US gua-
rantee to insurers insuring
ships plying in the war zone
and security for those ships
improved sentiment.

Taking a similar path to
sensex, Nifty on NSE closed

'Tapping alternative supplies:

»>FromP1

early 30% of India’s
N supplies of natural gas
from West Asia, cru-
cial for auto and kitchen fuel
as well as feedstock for fertil-
iser, power and other indus-
tries, have been hit. This may
require repiroritisation of
gas supply through reduced
flow to certain segments, al-
though retail consumers are
unlikely to be affected.
Gujarat Gas, one of In-
dia’slargest city gas distribu-
tors in the western state, has

SIGH OF RELIEF...ROAD TO REVIVAL?

Sensex over last 1 month
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Top Gainers Today
Adani Ports
L&T
NTPC

4.5%
3.9%
3.4%

Top Losers Today
-1.3% [l Tech Mahindra
-0.7% [l HCL Tech
-0.4% M HUL

Wall St in red as investors weigh risks

all Street's mainindices fell on Thursday as the conflict

entered its sixth day. The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell
787 points, or 1.6%, to 47,952, the S&P 500 lost 49.5 points, or 0.7%,
t0 6,820 and the Nasdaq Composite lost 93 points, or 0.4%, to
22,714.8. Brent crude, meanwhile, jumped to $84.5a barrel. reuters

285 points or 1.2% higher at
24,766 points.

The day'’s rally contribu-
ted about Rs 5.7 lakh crore to
investors’ wealth with BSE's
market capitalisation now at
Rs452.91akh crore, as per offi-
cial data.

According to Siddhartha
Khemka, head of research-

already declared force ma-
jeure on industrial gas
supplies after strain on im-
ported LNG.
Aseniorpetroleumminis-
try official said India cur-
rently imports about 195 mil-
lion metric standard cubic
metres per day (mmscmd) of
natural gas, of which Qatar
supplies around 60 mmsemd.
These supplies have been dis-
rupted due to the blockage of
the Strait of Hormuz.
Officials said while sup-
plies from alternative sourc-
es are being tapped to fill the

—wealth management, Moti-
lal Oswal Financial Services,
the Indian market snapped its
losing streak on the back of
improving geopolitical cues.
“(Investors sentiment) re-
ceived a boost after the US an-
nounced security and insu-
rance guarantees for com-
mercial shipping through the

India may sign

short-term contracts

and undertake

high-priced spot

purchases of LNG to

bridge supply gap
gap, critical sectors such as
fertilisers will be given prior-
ity to meet peak sowing sea-
sondemand.

“During Holi, industrial
production in north India
comes down drastically as a
large number of workers
travel to their home states. It

Strait of Hormuz, including
the possibility of military
escortsforoiltankerstoensu-
re uninterrupted global ener-
gy supplies amid tensions
with Iran,” Khemka wrote in
anote.

Through this strait in the
war zone, about 20% of the
world’s crude oil is transpor-
ted daily from Iran and the
gulf countries. Since the war
erupted on Feb 28, Tran has
closed this important trade &
energy supply channel,
which in turn hasled to more
than 10% rise in crude oil pri-
cesglobally.

Khemka said some addi-
tional support for the market
came from reports sugges-
ting that Iran may be explo-
ring possible terms to end the
conflict with the US and Isra-
el, raising hopes of a potenti-
al de-escalation, although of-
ficials remain cautious and
regional tensions persist. Go-
ing ahead, war developments
in West Asia, crude oil prices,
rupee’s strength against ma-
jor currencies and foreign
fund flows would decide the
direction of Indian market,
analystsand dealers said.

Officials

iseasier torestrict industrial
supply duringthistime. Also,
industries can arrange ener-
gy from alternate sources,”
anofficial said.

They added that India
may sign short-term con-
tracts and undertake high-
priced spot purchases of nat-
ural gas to bridge the supply
gap caused by the crisis. Re-
placement LNG cargoes may
be sourced from the US, West
Africa, Australia or Russia,
although this could add to
transportation costs and de-
livery time.

Rupeegains ()] on boil: Consumer cos

feel strain, price rise looms

Escalation Of Conflict Risks Inflating Key Input
Costs For Cos That May Have To Pass On Hikes

55p to close at
91.6/$ as RBI
intervenes

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: The rupee reco-
vered 55 paise to close at
Rs91.6 per dollar on Thursday
from Wednesday’'s close of
Rs 92.15 after the RBI inter-
vened through state-run
banks in both the non-deliver-
able forward and spot markets
tosupportthe currency.

The rupee opened around
the 91level and traded within
an intraday range of Rs
91.40-Rs 91.64 per dollar. Deal-
ers said RBI stepped in
through large banks to stabil-
ise the domestic unit after it
felltoarecordlow of Rs92.30n
Wednesday. Traders pointed
to aggressive dollar sales by
state-run banks that lifted the
currency during the session.

Abhishek Goenka, foun-
der of IFA Global, said, “The
currency traded within an in-
traday range of Rs 91.40-Rs
91.64 per dollar following the
RBI intervention, which re-
portedly sold dollars through
state-run banks to stabilise
the currency.”

He said, “Sentiment im-
proved marginally later in the
session after reports that Iran
signalled a conditional wil-
lingness to abandon its nucle-
ar programme if the United
States presents an acceptable
alternative proposal. In the
near term, the rupee is likely
to remain sensitive to crude
price movements and geopol-
itical developments.”

Bankers expect the RBI to
be a major participant in the
forex markets given the geo-
political risks. The rupee tou-
ched an intraday high of Rs
91.41 before ending the day at
Rs 91.6 per dollar India’s
benchmark equity indices
rose around 1%. Most Asian
stocksadvanced whileregion-
al currencies traded mixed.

Oil price volatility also in-
fluenced the currency as trad-
ers tracked developments in
the ongoing conflict.

Asmita.Dey@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The spectre of pri-
ce hikes is looming for consu-
mers as rising oil prices on
the back of escalating West
Asia conflict risks inflating
input costs for companies
which will eventually have to
pass on the increase to shop-
persacross the country, strai-
ning household budgets.

From lotions and deter-
gents to ACs, washing machi-
nes and even a box of paint,
crude-linked derivatives ma-
ke up a significant portion of
raw materials that are used to
manufacture several regular
household products. A depre-
ciating rupee had already be-
en putting pressure on mar-
gins of consumer firms that
are dependent on imports.
Besides, upward movement
inpricesof certain commodi-
ties had also translated into
cost increases for consumers
in the recent past — for in-
stance coconut oils and home
care products among others.

While the endeavour of
companies will be to absorb
the crude-led rise in costs as
much as possible, price hikes
will certainly be in the offing
if oil touches $90 (per barrel),
said Mayank Shah, chief
marketing officer at Parle
Products. Headded thatinthe
foods space, crude accounts
for about 20% of input costs.
“Rise in crude prices impact
freight and packaging costs,”
Shah ssaid.

‘Crude and rupee shock’

Higher oil prices drive up the
cost of essential raw materi-
als such as polypropylene,
styrene monomer and ABS
which are fundamental to the
manufacturing of refrigera-
tors, washing machines, air
conditioners and other appli-

DEPRECIATING RUPEE ADDS TO WOES

> From lotions and detergents
to ACs, washing machines and
paint, crude-linked derivatives
make up a significant portion of
raw materials that are used to
manufacture several regular
household products

> While companies

will aim to absorb the
crude-led rise in costs
as much as possible,
price hikes will certainly
be in the offing if oil touches
$90 (per barrel)

> A depreciating rupee had
already been putting pressure
on margins of consumer firms

B

that are dependent on imports

> Higher oil prices will drive up
cost of essential raw materials
such as polypropylene,
styrene monomer and ABS
which are fundamental
to the manufacturing
of refrigerators,
washing machines, air
conditioners and other
appliances
> Price increases will likely
be selective and calibrated,
instead of broad-based as
the strategy will be to protect
company margins while
sustaining demand

ances, said Kamal Nandi, bu-
siness head and EVP at appli-
ances business of Godrej En-
terprises Group. “If the up-
ward trajectory of crude and
the weakening of the rupee
persist, it will put pressure on
consumer pricing in the near
term,” said Nandi.

The war which has pus-
hed Brent crude prices over
$80 per barrel in a matter of
days threatens to derail the
recovery in consumption hel-
ped by GST cuts. Big-ticket
purchases such as cars and
select durables had seen big
demand boost post GST while
the FMCG industry was star-
ting to see some demand revi-
val after a prolonged spell of
slowdown.

Emami Group, maker of
BoroPlus and Dermicool
which took 2%-4% price in-
creases in some personal care
products to adjust for infla-
tion in the Dec quarter said
that for now, the company
will wait and watch instead
of taking a sudden call on pri-
cing. “The current situation
in West Asia has resulted in

disruptions in container mo-
vement and logistics. We are
closely watching the oil pri-
ces as that would impact in-
put costs,” said Mohit Mal-
hotra, CEO at Dabur India.

Calibratedrise

Price increases will be selec-
tive and calibrated, instead
of broad-based as the strate-
gy will be to protect margins
while sustaining demand, sa-
idKuldipRaina, MD & CEO at
Shalimar Paints. Nearly 35%
40% of the raw materials
used in paint manufacturing
including emulsions and ad-
ditives are linked to crude de-
rivatives, many of which are
import dependent.

“In recent weeks, input
costs for select crude-linked
materials have risen by 8%-
12%, alongside firming fre-
ight, packaging and specialty
chemical costs globally,” said
Raina. Analysts at HSBC ina
note said that oil prices could
rise to $90-$100 per barrel if
prolonged closureleads tobig
stockdraws, production is
shut or damaged.

PSBs increase market share
in secured lending segments

SWIFT to empower
instant cross-border
transfers for retail

Mumbai: More than five
decades after it was set up to
carry secure financial messages
between banks across borders,
the Society for Worldwide
Interbank Financial
Telecommunication (SWIFT) is
stepping into territory
increasingly dominated by
fintech firms. The cooperative
based in Brussels has unveiled a
new framework aimed at
making international retail
transfers faster, cheaper and
more predictable. Indian lenders
State Bank of India, HDFC Bank,
ICICI Bank and Axis Bank are
among those first to participate.
In the first phase, customers
will be able to send money from
India to major economies
including the United States,
Canada, United Kingdom,
Australia and Germany. T

THOSE DOTS
YOU'RE CONNECTING.
MAKE SURE THEY
LEAD UP TO ME

lkea targets 25 new
stores in next 5 years

New Delhi: Swedish furniture
retailer lkea, which is expanding
in India through an omnichannel
approach, expects its operation
in the country to be profitable by
the end of FY28 and plans to add
25 new small and medium format
stores in the next four to five
years, a top company official
said. This will be done by growing
topline, opening more stores,
reducing the size of fixed costs,
and operating more efficiently, in
addition to increasing local
sourcing, Ikea India CEO Patrik
Antoni said. acencies

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Publicsector banks
(PSBs) have regained market
share in key secured lending
segments over the past year,
even as private banks and
non-banking finance compa-
nies (NBFCs) continue to
dominate unsecured consum-
er credit, according to the Feb
2026 Experian Industry In-
sights report on lending
trends.

The most visible trend in
the current credit cycle is the
expansion of PSBs into seg-
ments that were earlier dom-
inated by private lenders and
NBFCs. PSBs increased their
share in auto loans to 36% in
Q3FY26from32% ayear earli-
er; a gain of four percentage
points. Their share in home
loans also rose to 35% from
33% over the same period.

Private banks saw a mar-
ginal decline in auto loans,
where their share slipped to
34% in Q3 FY26 from 35% a
year earlier In home loans,
private banks retained the
largestshareat42%, whichre-
mained unchanged from the
previous year.

Gain Ground In Private/NBFC-Led Areas

In a first, BoB
raises 710k cr
from green
infra bonds

Times News NETWORK

Auto Loans | Public Sector Banks 4 Bank of Baroda
= Private Banks 34 -1 raised Rs 10,000 crore through

¥ NBFCs 30 3 SeriesIlong-termgreeninfras-

Private Banks ) Stable tructure bonds, becoming the

Public Sector Banks 35 2 first bank in India to issue do-

NBFGs /HFCs Z 2 me?lt'ﬂ:eggze\?elrll] (;':Kaif bond was

I;:;a’m Private Banks % 2 placed on the Electronic Book
s E@ NBFCs 36 3 Provider platform of the Na-
Public Sector Banks 18 -1 tional Stock Exchange of India

Consumer -~ | NBFCs 3 2 with a Rs 5,000 crore base issue
Loans  °_ private Banks 2 -2 and a Rs 5,000 crore greenshoe
Two- e | NBFCs 57 1 option and received bids worth
Wheeler Private Banks 31 ) Rs 16,415 crore. The bank fixed
Source: Experian Industry Tnahts a71% annual cut-off coupon
despite market volatility. Tight

In unsecured lending, pri-  creditsegments. pricing yielded a “Greenium”,
vate banks continue to dom- Total loan sourcing reac- signalling investor appetite for
inate credit cards with a 72%  hed around Rs 20,00,000 crore sustainable finance and its

share. However, they are fac-
ing rising competition from
NBFCs in personal loans. Pri-
vate banks accounted for 46%
of the personalloan market in
Q3 FY26, down from 48% a
year earlier. NBFCs increased
their share in personal loans
1036% from33%.

NBFCs remain the dom-
inant players in consumer

in the latest quarter, a 36% in-
crease from a year earlier; cre-
atingroom for PSBs toexpand
their balance sheets without
necessarily reducing the abso-
lute volumes of competing
lenders.The move by public
sector banks toward secured
lending is also supported by
improving asset quality
across the industry.

ESG track.

Debadatta Chand, MD and
CEO, said, “These funds will
support India’s infrastructure
needs, enablinga transition to-
wards a cleaner, greener and
more sustainable future.” Ac-
cording to the bank, proceeds
will fund eligible green pro-
jects under its green financing
framework.

FMCG growth slows in
Dec qtr on GST transition

Times News NETwork

Mumbai: Consumption of
soaps, shampoos, biscuitsand
other packaged goods took a
hitin the Dec quarter with vo-
lume growth dropping to
2.6% compared to 6.2% in the
yearago quarter as transition
to a new goods and services
tax (GST)regime from Sept 22
disrupted sales at neighbour-
hood kirana stores, data rele-
ased by NielsenIQ (NIQ) sho-
wed on Thursday.

Value growth also decli-
ned to7.8% in the Dec quarter
from 10.1% in the year-ago pe-
riod on the back of easing pri-
ces. Price growth slowed to a
four quarter low in the Oct-
Dec period due to tax cuts and
festive promotions. “Nearly
60% of the FMCG portfolio
underwent GST rate revi-
sions, requiring coordinated
pricing adjustments across
manufacturers, distributors
and retailers. While these
changes temporarily impac-
ted traditional trade perfor-
mance, organised channels
adapted more quickly,” ana-
lystsat NIQ said.

IKIRANA SALES HIT IN DEC QTR /= Price
Volume growth moderates as price growth eases in ‘25 .x::ﬁ:e
Mar Qtr 9@ s
Jun Qtr 60— 13
Sept Qtr 5500 B

Dec Otr [NNNNNNERY 26@ 78

Source: NielsenlQ

Estee Lauder buys Forest Essentials

Mumbai: The Estee Lauder Companies has bought Indian
skincare brand Forest Essentials, taking full ownership of the firm
ithad firstinvested in 2008 as the American company looks to
bolster its bets on the local prestige beauty market. The
transactionis expected to close in the second half of 2026. Tnn

Many consumers had de-
layed purchases to avail the
benefit of price cuts while ki-
rana stores refused to stock
up on old inventory, waiting
for fresh batches of products
to hit the markets, impeding
supplies. Sharang Pant of
NIQ in India said that the po-
sitive impact of GST on con-
sumption is expected to beco-
me more visible from the
March quarter. In their Dec
quarter earnings, companies
havealready been pointing to-
wards gradual recovery in

consumption on the back of
tax cuts even though a depre-
ciating rupee and ongoing ge-
opolitical tensions risks trig-
gering price hikes, weighing
onrevival.

Home and personal care
segment recorded 1.9% volu-
me growth in the Dec quarter,
lower than 7.2% in the year-
ago period while food volu-
messlipped to 2.8 % from 5.8%
in year-ago period. Stabilisa-
tion in edible oil prices and
tax cuts somewhat supported
volume growth in food.

For every 100, women founders get
a mere ?4 in startup funding: Report

Supriya

Bengaluru: For every Rs100
raised by founders from In-
dia’s startup networks, only
about Rs 4 goes to women, ac-
cording to a new report by
Kalaari Capital’s CXXO ini-
tiative, which arguesthat the
funding gap reflects a struc-
tural market inefficiency
rather than a shortage of
women entrepreneurs.

The Rs 100 figure repre-
sents aggregate funding
across a dataset of Indian
tech startups founded be-
tween 2015 and 2025, mapped
across high-velocity employ-
er cohorts—essentially the
most institutionally con-
nected slice of the startup

COS FOUNDED BETWEEN 2015-2025

> The 2100 figure represents
aggregate funding across a
dataset of Indian tech startups
founded between 2015 and
2025 mapped across
high-velocity employer
cohorts — essentially
the most institutionally
connected slice of the
startup ecosystem where
capital concentration is highest

> Within this network, women-

led startups accounted for 4.4%
of the capital raised, defined

as companies with at least one
woman co-founder

> Companies such as
Flipkart, Freshworks and
Razorpay have collectively
produced over 5,000 founders
who have launched around
1,500 funded startups, with
more than 20 unicorns tracing
their origins to these networks

ecosystem where capital
concentration is highest.
Within this network, wom-
en-led startups accounted
for4.4% of the capitalraised,
defined as companies with at

least one woman co-founder.

Thereport, titled TheRs 4
Problem: Women Founders
and the Market Gap Hiding
in Plain Sight, analysed
funding patterns among

founders emerging from in-
fluential startup alumni net-
works that have historically
produced a large share of
venture-backed companies
andunicorns.

While these networks
have played a key role in
shaping India’s startup eco-
system, the report finds
women remain significantly
underrepresented ~ within
them. Womenare0.6timesas
likely to emerge as founders
from these networks com-
pared with the broader star
tup ecosystem, the analysis
shows. Thereport frames the
funding gap as a structural
inefficiency in  capital
allocation rather than a di-
versity issue.

Auto retail sales rise 26% in
Feb on sustained demand

Times News NETwWoRK

New Delhi: Automobile re-
tail sales rose nearly 26% to
19.11akh units, reaching a re-
cord in Feb 2026, data relea-
sed by the Federation of Au-
tomobile Dealers Associa-
tions (FADA)showed.

FADA stated that five of
the sixmajor segments of ve-
hicles, including two-whee-
lers, three-wheelers, pas-
senger vehicles, commercial
vehicles and tractors, recor-
ded their highestever Febsa-
les, with construction equip-
ment being the only segment
whichshowedal.2% decline.

FADA president CS Vig-
neshwar said Feb turned out
tobealandmark month for the
sector. “The strong perfor-

mance during the Feb month
indicates that the policy-led
confidence in the market, par-
ticularly following GST 2.0, is
now translating into sustai-
ned demand across multiple
vehicle segments,” he said.
Two-wheelers remained
the largest segment, with re-
tail sales of about 17 lakh
units in Feb, up 25% from13.6
lakh units last year, with
growth seen in both urban
and rural markets. Passeng-
er vehicle sales also hit a re-
cord, as dealers reported sa-
lesof around 4lakh unitsdu-
ring Feb, up 26% from 3.1
lakh units last year, as rural
marketsgrew over 34%, com-
pared with about 21% in ur-
ban areas. SUVs drove de-
mand across markets, asdea-

ler inventory levels fell to
around 27to29days.
Commercial vehicle sales
rose 29% to one lakh units in
Feb, supported by infrastruc-
ture activity and growth inlo-
gistics and e-commerce. Trac-
tors recorded the fastest
growth among all categories,
as sales rose 36% to 89,418
units from 65,579 units, poin-
ting to healthy rural demand.
FADA further said dea-
lers remain positive about
near-term outlook, with
most of themexpectingsales
to grow in March, helped by
multiple festivals as well as
financial year-end purchase
of vehicles, improved rural
income following good crop
outcomes and better afforda-
bility post GST revisions.
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EB hold Goa to
goalless draw

Kolkata: East Bengal FC
dropped points for the
second game running in
Indian Super League,
playing out a goalless draw
with FC Goa in Kolkata on
Thursday, reports Nilesh
Bhattacharya.

India Women to face
Australia in pink-ball Test:
The Indian women'’s cricket
team faces Australiain a
day-night Test for the first
time in nearly five years in
Perth on Friday.

India women to tour SA for
five T20Is: India's women
will tour South Africa for a
five-match T201 series from
April 17-27, with games in
Durban, reports Gaurav
Gupta

Gukesh held by Magh-
soodloo: D Gukesh's was
held to a draw by Iran’s
Parham Maghsoodloo in
the seventh round of the
Prague International chess
festival on Wenesday.

Lahiri tied 16th at LIV Golf:
Anirban Lahiri closed with a
birdie-birdie finish to end at
4-under and tied for 16th in
the LIV Golf Hong Kong.

Indian youth team departs
for Futures Cup: The Indian
youth boxing team depar-
ted on Friday for the World
Boxing Futures Cup, sche-
duled to be held in Bang-
kok, from March 8 to 15.

Diksha lies at T-20: Diksha

LAKSHY
QUELLS,

ANGUS
THREAT

Indian Meets Li Feng In Last 8

Manne. @til ia.com

akshya Sen twice rallied from a mid-

match slump to overcome Hong Kong’s

Ng Ka Long Angus 21-19, 21-23, 21-10

and advance to the quarterfinals of the

All England Championships in Bir-
mingham on Thursday.

He is the only Indian left in the fray after
the mixed doubles pair of Dhruv Kapila and
Tanisha Crasto retired against
Hong Kong’s Tang Chun Man
and Tse Ying Suet while trailing
19-21, 8-9.

Lakshya, who stunned world champion
Shi Yu Qi in the first round, surrendered
huge leads in the first two games before
recovering to dominate the decider.

Leading 17-13 and 19-16 in the first game,
Lakshya let Angus draw level at 19-19. Lak-
shya then produced a powerful crosscourt
winner to reach match point. Angus hit the
next one wide to lose the first game.

In the second, Lakshya was cruising at
11-4 and quickly made it 13-6. Angus, who
had never lost to Lakshya in three meetings,
reduced it to 16-19. From 17-20, he saved three
match points and stunned Lakshya to win
the game. Lakshya had lost the 2024 Olympic
bronze medal match to Lee Zee Jia after fail-
ing to hold on to big leads. But the Indian
buried those Parisian demons with a super-

ALL ENGLAND

BADMINTON

DRS B A K112 i

1 didn't play freely towards the end of

the second game and gave too many
easy shots for him to hit. But | prepared well
for the third game to go all out.” —Lakshya

lative performance in the decider here.

From 0-2, he scored five straight points
and swiftly extended the lead to 13-5. Playing
with alot of caution, he did not allow Angus
to recover as he then fired smash winners to
register his first victory against the Hong
Kong shuttler.

Lakshya lauded his opponent for the
fightback. “It was very solid in both games.
Credit to him, he made a solid comeback in
the second. I didn’t play freely
towards the end of the second
game and gave too many easy
shots for him to hit. But I pre-
pared well for the third game to go all out,
and am happy with the way I played the third
game,” Lakshya said.

The Indian admitted that he did not stick
to the plan towards the end of the first two
sets. “Tactically, I was playing the right
game. It’s just that I did not stick to the plan
during the last few points, made too many
errors. But it was important to forget the
first two games and play the third with the
plan that worked,” said Lakshya.

Lakshya now faces Li Shi Feng of China
in the quarterfinals. “Now it is time to re-
cover for another tough match tomorrow,”
he signed off.

Lakshya and Li have a par win-loss record
at 7-7, but the Chinese shuttler has won their
last three meetings.

India plans to send 700 athletes for Asiad

Sabi.Hussain @timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India is planning to send its
largest-ever contingent to the upcoming
Asian Games in Japan in Sept. Over 700
Indian athletes are expected to compete
in more than 40 disciplines at the Aichi-
Nagoya continental event scheduled from
Sept 19 to Oct 4. In the last Asian Games
in Hangzhou in 2023, India fielded 655 ath-
letes across 40 events. The athletics con-
tingent alone had sent 68 athletes. In Ja-
karta 2018, India sent a contingent of 570
athletes who competed in 36 disciplines.
On Thursday, sports minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya chaired a meeting with
Sports Authority of India (SAI) officials
reviewed India’s preparations for the
Asiad. The aim is to surpass the coun-
try’s previous edition tally of 106 medals

through strategic planning and coordina-
tion across all stakeholders.

Officials highlighted that the Aichi-
Nagoya Asiad follows a unique five-
cluster competition model, with ath-
letes competing across multiple prefec-
tures rather than staying in a single
Olympic village-style accommodation.
Venues are spread across clusters such
as Aichi, Gifu, Shizuoka and the Air-
port-Expo zone. The focus is on travel,
logistics, medical support and athlete
recovery.

To help athletes familiarise with the
container-style living arrangements ex-
pected during the Games, special make-
shift container units have been installed
at SAI regional centres in Patiala and
Bengaluru. “This measure will help ath-
letes adapt early and avoid distractions

during competition. The athletes would
initially be asked to spend a night in con-
tainers to get a feel of how the actual ac-
commodation during the Games would
be,” a ministry official said.

For the Asiad, Japan has replaced the
concept of a traditional Games Village
with accommodation in a luxury cruise
ship, the Costa Serena. They have con-
verted shipping containers to cut costs.
The cruise ship will be docked at Kinjo
Pier in Nagoya Port and house around
4600 athletes and staff while another 2400
participants will stay in temporary shel-
ters made from shipping containers.

Thursday’s meeting also reviewed a
four-day recce by an IOA delegation in
Jan which inspected key competition
venues, athlete facilities and logistics
infrastructure in Japan.

In fan Harjyot,
Stan finds his man

Prajwal.Hegde @timesofindia.com

Dubai: In a stadium that wasn’t making
much noise, one man decided he would.
Last week, as Stan Wawrinka battled
through his farewell appearance here,
Harjyot Singh turned the
second-round match into
something personal, a trib-
ute, and ultimately, amemory
framed for life.

Even as the uncertainty
over air travel followed the
closure of Dubai’s airport, “
one man could be forgiven
for privately sporting a half smile.

Every Feb for the last three years,
Harjyot and his son Gurshant travel
from Delhi to Dubai for their annual pil-
grimage to watch the world’s best tennis
players. This year, 15-year-old Gurshant
had exams, so his father went alone and
on Monday, the 45-year-old would return
with something special.

All of last week, Harjyot, a tennis

player and devoted fan, particularly of
Stan Wawrinka, Roger Federer and
Swiss tennis as a whole, emerged as the
loudest voice when the 40-year-old took
on Daniil Medvedev in the second round.

“Let’s go, Stan, let’s go!” he shouted,
even as Wawrinka struggled in what
turned out to be his final match at the
Dubai Duty Free tennis championships.

“Iwas chanting the whole time,” Har-
jyot told TOI, “The crowd was not mak-
ing a lot of noise, not cheering
like we cheer in India, so I tried
to charge everybody up. This is
Stan's farewell season. This is
the last time we will be able to
see him in Dubai.”

After the 74-minute contest,
Harjyot, a garments distribu-

Major winner. “Can you please give me
your racket?” he asked. “It’s for my son,
he’s a tennis player, he wants to play
ITFs.” Perhaps Wawrinka recognised the
voice. Moments later the Yonex VCORE
stick was in Harjyot’s hands. “This is the
best gift I can give my son,” he gushed.
Fans were offering to buy it from
him. The bid climbed to $5,000. “It is
absolutely priceless,” Harjyot said.

Dagar carded three-under

ARSENAL TAKE CONTROL
OF EPL RACE AS CITY HELD

London: Premier League leaders Arsenal
stretched their lead over Manchester City to
seven points on Wednesday with a nervy 1-0
win at Brighton, while Pep Guardiola's men
were held to a costly 2-2 draw by Nottingham
Forest. The Gunners have long been
favourites to win their first English league
crown since 2004 but Pep Guardiola’s men
have loomed large in their rear-view mirror.

On a busy night of action, Arsenal drew
first blood in the battle for English title as
Bukayo Saka celebrated his 300th Arsenal
appearance with a goal in the ninth minute at
Brighton’s Amex Stadium. Second-placed
City, who have a game in hand, appeared to
be on course to stay within five points. But
they twice surrendered their lead to
relegation-threatened Forest.

Michael Carrick suffered his first defeat
over his two spells as Manchester United's
interim manager as the visitors failed to
capitalise on their man advantage against
Newcastle at St. James' Park, losing 1-2.

Joao Pedro scored a hat-trick for Chelsea,
who beat Aston Villa 4-1, pushing Liverpool
down to sixth spot. The win lifted Chelsea to
fifth place, three behind Villa. arp

69 to lie tied 20th at the
Australian Women's Classic
in Magenta Shores, Austra-
lia on Thursday. acencies

ACTION TODAY

AUTO: Australian GP,
Practice 1, 7 am (Fancode);
BADMINTON: All England
Open, QFs, 3 pm &10.30 pm
(JioHotstar); CRICKET:
Australia Women vs India,
Only Test, Day 1, 10.50 am
(JioHotstar); FOOTBALL:
ISL, Odisha FC vs Mohun
Bagan, 5 pm; Jamshedpur
FC vs Inter Kashi, 7.30 pm
(Sony, Fancode); I-League,
Aizawl FC vs Rajasthan
United, 7 pm (Sony);
TENNIS: ATP Indian Wells
11.30 pm (Fancode)

Saumyaijit.Basu @timesofindia.com
Toni Kroos corner.
New Delhi: Howedes is an unsung
hero even in Germany and he likes
it that way. One who played every
minute in Germany’s famous World
Cup triumph in 2014, Howedes pre-
fers to stay under the radar even
after a decade.

Not quite possible though for
those who were fortunate to watch
him keep Argentina’s right flank
rather quiet at the Maracana in that
2014 final. He could have been the
toast of the world just before half-time
when his thunderous header came to

clusive interaction.

“Of course, Iremember that situ-
ation. But you won't believe me, but
T'm not unhappy with it because I've
seen what happened afterwards with
Mario Goetze (who scored the lone
goal that day) and I'm not that guy
who wants to be in the spotlight.
Nowadays I can say I played every
single minute,” he tells TOI in an ex-

“I want to work and I can go
through the city without being recog-
nized by everyone and that makes it
quite comfortable for me, to be hon-

Getty Images.

my kids to get a normal life. Instead
of just being the kid of Mr. Howedes
who starred in the World Cup final,”
he points out.

“I was a different type when I
played football. I'm always a team
player. One of my strengths is that I
can easily adapt to different positions
on the pitch. Talways put the team in
front of my personal situation. SoT'll
putall the effort in the team,” says the
Schalke 04 legend.

With the World Cup 2026 less than
100 days to kick-off, Howedes shares
his assessment of the German na-
tional team under Julian Nagels-
mann. “I think the German team al-
ways had a strength in terms of
mentality and we create a special

22 T el &%
THAT DAY: Howedes (right) shadows
Lionel Messi during the 2014 WC final

est,” says the German defender who
has traded raucous fame for normal-
cy and reliability, a necessary state of
mind for a multi-functional defender.

“Especially now, when I have
three kids at home and it’s easier for

spirit during a tournament. The last
tournament, we were different. We
didn't have many good players in the
last few years.
“That has changed alittle bit now,”
he adds, “We have (Jamal) Musiala
and (Florian) Wirtz, (Nico) Schlotter-
beck and (Joshua) Kimmich, who are
playing an outstanding role in the
national team. In my opinion, we are
not the top favourites for winning the
World Cup. For me it's Spain or
France. But you never know what hap-
pens during a tournament when you
are creating something really special.
If they can create this special team
spirit, then everything is possible.”
Recalling that unforgettable 7-1
win over hosts Brazil, Howedes re-

‘Spain, France favourites, but you never know with Germany’

Benedikt Howedes, World Cup Winner In 2014, On
Fame, Normal life And That ‘7-1’ Game With Brazil

grief off the Argentina post from a

vealed the dressing-room atmosphere
during the break when Germany
were 5-0 ahead. “To be honest it was
not that we were going crazy and eve-
rybody was laughing and shouting
and celebrating,” he reminds us.

“Tt was totally the opposite because
we knew that one year or so before
that game we had a World Cup quali-
fier against Sweden. We were leading
4-0 until the 60th min and after the
final whistle, it was a4-4 draw. We had
this in our mind and we had to stay
focused. We didn’t want to make jokes
with the Brazil players. We played
very straight and we scored two more
goals in the second session,” he says.

(SONY SPORTS NETWORK IS THE OFFICIAL
BROADCASTER OF BUNDESLIGA IN INDIA)
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KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD
( A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
#2, 2/1 and 2/3, Kalidasa Marg, 1st Main Road, Gandhinagar,
Bengaluru - 560 009. Phone No. 080-22265383. Website: www.kiadb.in

No.: IADB/ENGG/ENTD-EP-29/01775/2025-26 Date:04.03.2026

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

Iltem rate Tender is invited as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public
Procurement Act 1999 Rules 2000 through electronic procurement from eligible
Contractors Registered in KPWD who have got adequate financial resources &
sufficient past experience for the following work as per the schedule given below:

Name of the Work: Providing Over Head Height Barrier at Various Locations at
kadechur Badiyal Industrial Area, Yadagiri District (3rd Call).

The lastdate and time of receipt of tenderis : 16.03.2026 upto 04:00 pm.
Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the Karnataka Public
Procurement Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/-
Chief Engineer - 2

No. IADB/ENGG/ETND-DPR-06/01774/2025-26 Date:04.03.2026
SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER

(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

KIADB invites tender from reputed consultants / firms under two cover bid system
having an office at Bengaluru with vast experience and proven record of similar
nature of work for project mentioned below:

Name of the Work : Providing Consultancy Services for preparation of Detailed
Project Report (DPR) for Scientific Disposal of Industrial Solid Watse by Integrated
Material Recovery Facility (MRF) and Alternate Fuel Raw Material Facility (AFR)
including survey, analysis, qualitative & quantitative study, design of MRF & ARF
facility etc., at plot No. 311 to 314, Belur Industrial Area, Dharwad Taluk & District
(3rd Call).

The last date and time of receipt of tender is : 16.03.2026 upto 04:00 pm.
Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the Karnataka Public

Procurement Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/-

DIPRICP/JA/5992/2025-26 Chief Engineer - 2

ESTERN RAILWAY-VADODARA DIVISION

VARIOUS ENGINEERING WORKS
E-TENDER NOTICE NO. DRM - BRC 190 TO 192 OF 2025-26

Sealed Tenders for and on behalf of the President of India are invited by Divisional Railway Manager
(WA/C),Western Railway, Pratapnagar, Vadodara-390 004 for the following works.

]’ifggg_ﬂ:!. Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Regd. Office :- PSEB H.O. Building, The Mall, Patiala-147001
Corporate Identification Number (CIN): U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website : www.pspcl.in Contact No. 96461-18773

TENDER ENQUIRY No. : QQ-2377/PO-P

Chief Purchase Officer/ MM, Central Purchase Organization,
PSPCL, 2nd floor, Multistory Building, The Mall, Patiala, invites
E-Tender for Procurement of 1,000 MT Galvanized Stranded Steel
(GSS)Wire Grade 5 size 7/3.15 mm as per PSPCL specification no.
QQ-2377/PSPCL/PO-P. For detailed NIT & tender specification
please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 06.03.2026

NOTE : Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online

Dakshin Gujarat Vij Company Limited

CIN U40102GJ2003SGC042909
Regd. & Corp. Office : ‘Urja Sadan’,

N. V. Road, Kapodara Char Rasta, Surat 395 006 GUJARAT
DGVCL Toll Free No. 19123 (or 1800 233 3003)

Approximate cost |Bid Security to
NS; Te;der Name of Work of the work be deposited
2 0. (in Rs.) InRs.
DRM BRC|Vadodara Division: Bharuch: Providing
Electronic in Motion Bridge Under Juridiction of | 437 48 681.00 | 3,68,800.00
1 21092‘;_‘;2 Sr.DEN/SOUTH/BRC Dtk Ulied onwards.
(Bridge Zone No. 15 of 2025-26) — New works A g
DRM BRc|and all ordinary repairs and maintenance work athttps:/eproc.punjab.gov.in
2| 1910f |Up to Rs. 500,000.00 each for bridge work| 7709 964,25 1.54,000.00 C-335/26,; DERIF-11079/1212026-26/6085
2025-26 |including Road Over Bridge under the e DR
jurisdiction of ADEN (South) Bharuch (Balance
quantity) (Re-invited) (R-1) “
DRM BRC|Rehabilitation of well cap, well staining, pier by [
3 | 192 of |epoxy grouting and under water pier inspection| 1,54,93,908.43 2,27,500.00 DGVCL
2025-26 |of Br.452,502 on (ST-BRC) (02 nos Bridge)

Date and time for submission of tenders and opening of tenders: Tender is to be submitted on
23.03.2026 before 15.00 Hrs and is to be opened on same date at 15.30 Hrs. Website particulars and
notice for the location where complete details can be seen & Address of the office from where
the tender form can be purchased: Divisional Railway Manager (WA/C) Western Railway,
Pratapnagar, Vadodara -390 004. Web site: www.ireps.gov.in

Like us on: I3 facebook.comMWesternRly Follow us twitter.com/WesternRly

INDIAN PORTS ASSOCIATION

15T Floor, NBCC Place, South Tower, B.P. Marg, Lodhi Road, New
Delhil10003. Email: ipa@nic.in

RECRUITMENT OF EXECUTIVE LEVEL
POSTS IN CHENNAI PORT AUTHORITY

ADVT No. IPA/ChPA/2026/01

The Indian Ports Association, on behalf of Chennai Port Authority,
invites applications for Direct Recruitment to Executive Level Positions
in Class-I & II Cadre. The last date of filing online application is March
19,2026.

Interested candidates are advised to review the detailed advertisement
available on the official website: www.ipa.nic.in for comprehensive
information on eligibility, application procedure, and selection process.

CBC 37203/12/0012/2526 Chief Administrative Officer
T aredter R vl DEVELOPMENT,
TR 3T AT GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Al

NIRDPR.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF RURAL

DEVELOPMENT & PANCHAYATI RAJ
Rajendranagar, Hyderabad-500030

Tender Notice

Tender details are put up on www.dgvel.com (for view & download tender
documents) and https://tender.nprocure.com (for view, download and online

tender submission).

BRC 380 S Eeimaed
T, stimate
No. bl O Cost (in Crore)
1 DGVCL/ SP / 2603 / 11KV Disc Hardware 16.29

Note: Bidders may visit the above website/s for regular updates till opening of

the tender.

ACE (P), DGVCL, Surat.

Kalyan Singh Super Specialty Cancer Institute
C.G. City, Sultanpur Road, Lucknow-226002
(An Autonomous Institute of the Govt. of Uttar Pradesh)

Website: https://cancerinstitute.edu.in

TENDER NOTICE

Email: jdmm.sscih@gmail.com

On-line off

invited through Custom/C:

M portal,
304105 dated: 05.03.2026 for the item:

1 4582 &
Hospital Furniture.

2. GEM/2026/B/7302536 dated: 05.03.2026 for the item: Office Furniture

3. GEM/2026/B/7310232 dated: 05.03.2026 & GEM/2026/ B/7310409 dated: 02.03.2026
fortheitem: Interactive Panel & Video Wall for KSSSCI.

from Original Equipment Manufacturer/Direct Importers / Authorized Distributors (declared

by principal firm only) for the supply &installation

The Vendors are required to submit their offers on GeM portal only in two bids system i.e.

Technical and Financial bid as per norms of GeM Portal with terms and conditions as

mentioned against biddir

INVITES APPLICATION FOR PG DIPLOMA IN MANAGEMENT - RURAL MANAGEMENT
ADMISSION NOTIFICATION

Post Graduate Diploma in Management - Rural Management (PGDM-RM) 2026-28,
(Two Years Residential Programme) Approved by AICTE

Eligibility : Bachelor's Degree with atleast 50% Marks (45% for SC/ST/PWD) and valid
score in any of the qualifying exams: CAT / XAT/ MAT / CMAT / GMAT / ATMA/CUET PG/
Management Aptitude Test conducted by State Govts.

Selection : Shortlisted candidates shall be called for Group Discussion and Personal
Interviews for final selection.

i) Lastdate:15.05.2026 ii) Commencement of Course: July 2026

Apply online: https://nirdpr.org.in /Admissions

Further contacts: 9848780141/ 8790097776 /9603829536

Email : cpgs@nird.gov.in, cpgs@nirdpr.org.in

Advt. No.03/2026
Comp. no. 7626

Sd/- Coordinator (Admissions),
CPGS & DE

For more detailed information you may please visit the Gem portal www.gem.gov.in or
our website https://cancerinstitute.edu.in, for reference only. The Director reserves the
rightto accept or reject any tender in part or full without assigning any reason thereof.

Advt. No. KSSSCl/Tender- 29/2025-26

Joint DIRECTOR (MM)

AfEer W sfaaT Hear, faemauy

( Tewmerer wawT)

Institute of Medical Sciences, Bilaspur

Website: https://aiim
E-mail: - helpdesk.rec @aiimsbilasur.edu.in

AlIMS-BLS(B)/(02)/(1)/2026-7076
=

(Himachal Pradesh)

aspur.edu.in
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Only New Zealand Stand In Way

Of India’s Title Defence After

"Samson’s 89 Trumps Bethell’s 105

As England Fall Seven Short In

Steep 254-Run Chase In Semifinal Z

.

-

Gaurav.

Mumbai: India, you can breathe
again! After 34 sixes and 499 runs
were scored across 40 overs, it all
came down to one big hit that Eng-
land could not produce. Eventually,
Suryakumar Yadav's men evaded the
proverbial banana peel at the
‘Wankhede on Thursday night and are
now in the final of the T20 World Cup.
England’s hero was 22-year-old
Jacob Bethell, who smashed a 48-ball
105 (8x4; 7x6), his maiden T20I cen-
tury, to give India a massive scare
before the hosts kept their nerve to
seal a thrilling seven-run win.
Having become the first defend-
ing champions ever to reach the fi-
nal, Suryakumar Yadav & Co. will
now take on New Zealand in the sum-
mit clash in Ahmedabad on Sunday
night, hoping to become the first
team to defend their title and the first
host nation to clinch the trophy.
Chasing 254, England were kept
in the hunt by Bethell, who added
77 for the fifth wicket in 39 balls with
Will Jacks (35; 20b, 4x4, 2x6) and
then 50 in 27 balls for the sixth wick-
et with Sam Curran (18; 14b, 2x4).
However, delivering a master-
class on a pitch which offered noth-
ing but grief for the bowlers, the
peerless Jasprit Bumrah (1/33 in 4
overs) conceded 14 runs off his last
two overs while Hardik Pandya (2/38
in 4 overs) gave away just nine in the
penultimate over of the match, with
England needing 39 off the last two.

Match-aggregate for the loss of 14 wickets in the India vs
499 England T20 World Cup encounter is the second highest in

the history of T20Is behind the 517 in a T20l involving South
Africa and West Indies in Centurion on March 26, 2023.

England had to get 30 to get off

the last over but could take away
only 22 off Shivam Dube as India
heaved a sigh of relief. England fin-
ished at 246-7 in 20 overs.

The biggest stars of India’s

nerve-jangling win, though, were
Axar Patel — who pulled off two
stunning catches to send back Har-
ry Brook and Jacks — and Sanju

SCOREBOARD

India: S Samson c Salt b Jacks 89, A
Sharma c Salt b Jacks 9, | Kishan ¢
Jacks b Rashid 39, S Dube run out 43; S
Yadav st Buttler b Rashid 11, H Pandya
run out 27, T Varma b Archer 21, A Patel
not out 2, V Chakaravarthy not out 0;
Extras: (b2, Ib1, wd9) 12; Total: (7 wkts)
253; FoW: 1-20, 2-117, 3-160, 4-190,
5-212, 6-236, 7-251; Bowling: Archer 4-0-
61-1, Jacks 4-0-40-2, Overton 3-0-36-0,
Curran 4-0-53-0, Rashid 4-0-41-2,
Dawson 1-0-19-0.

England: P Salt c Axar b Pandya 5, J Buttler b
Varun 25, H Brook ¢ Axar b Bumrah 7, J
Bethell run out 105, T Banton b A Patel 17, W
Jacks c Dube b Arshdeep 35, S Curran ¢
Varma b Pandya 18, J Overton not out 2, J
Archer not out 19; Extras: (Ib3, w10) 13;
Total: (7 wkts) 246; FoW: 1-13, 2-38, 3-64,
4-95,5-172, 6-222, 7-225; Bowling: Arshdeep
4-0-51-1, Pandya 4-0-38-2, Bumrah 4-0-33-1,
Varun 4-0-64-1, Axar 3-0-35-1, Dube 1-0-22-0.
RESULT: India beat England by 7 runs

Samson, who continued his fair-
ytale comeback by smashing 89 off
just 42 balls (8x4, 7x6) to power the
Men in Blue to 253/7.

Axar’s stunning catch running
24 metres from point to send back
Brook was a special moment which
brought back memories of Kapil
Dev’s famous grab of Viv Richards
in the final of the 1983 World Cup at

| knew | got some

form going from the
last game. | thought | need to
make the most of it and gave
myself extra time. England
came close. We've played a
lot of cricket here, we know
chasing is easier here. Happy
to get whatever I'm getting in
a winning effort.”

—Sanju Samson | INDIA BATTER

“ I'll hold my hand up
and admit | made a
big mistake dropping
Samson. We weren't good
enough in the field. We
misexecuted, we can’t afford
to do that against India.
Bethell was absolutely
unbelievable.”

—Harry Brook | ENGLAND CAPTAIN

call gets you closer to

10,000 steps.

HIGHEST TOTALS IN T20 WC
Score |RPO |Team |Vs Venue Date

260/6 |13 |SL Kenya | Johannesburg | 14.9.2007

256/4 |12.8 |Ind |Zim | Chennai 26.2.2026

v 254/6 | 12.7 |WI Zim  |Mumbai (WS) |23.2.2026

- 253/7 | 12,6 |India |Eng | Mumbai (WS) |5.3.2026

. , 246/7 [12.3 |Eng |India | Mumbai (WS) |5.3.2026
235/5 | 11.7 | Ire Oman | Colombo (SSC) | 14.2.2026

0DIs THEN, T20Is NOW!

dentical team scores of 253 and

246 were seen in the ODI World
Cup final between Australia and
England at the Eden Gardens on
Nov 8, 1987. Australia won that
match by 7 runs.

Lord’s. Bumrah, too, deserves cred-
it for that wicket for producing a
special slower one.

In the 14th over of England’s
spirited chase, Axar conjured up
magic again. This time, sprinting
from deep cover, he lobbed the ball
to Shivam Dube before crossing the
boundary, Dube caught it comfort-
ably to send back Jacks.

Earlier, apart from Samson’s blaz-
ing knock, several power-packed
cameos enabled India to have just
about enough runs in the bank.

Samson is turning out to be the
biggest hero of their campaign, a
scenario few would imagine when
the batter was going through a lean
patch not too long ago. Coming off
a match-winning 97-run knock
against West Indies in the ‘virtual
quarter-final’ in Kolkata, Samson
put the English attack to the sword.

Riding on the raw power of Sam-
son and several other impactful
contributions, India raced away to
the highest-ever score in a knockout
match of the T20 World Cup.

England were left to rue a mas-
sive mistake from their skipper as
Brook dropped Samson when he
was on 15, at mid-on off Jofra Arch-
er in the third over. It cost them 74
runs in 36 balls, as Samson was sim-
ply unstoppable after that.

With Samson leading the way, Shi-
vam Dube (43, 25b, 1x4, 4x6), Ishan
Kishan (39, 18b, 4x4, 2x6), Pandya (27,
12b, 3x4, 2x6) and Tilak Varma (21, 7b,
3x6) went all guns blazing.

to boast two scores of 250+

in the T20 World Cup. The
other one is 256/4 vs Zimbabwe
in Chennai on Feb 26, 2026.

1 India are now the first team

Sanju Samson’s first fifty vs
England is his fifth, apart from 3

hundreds, in T20ls. His innings

is the highest by a batter in knockout
matches vs England in the T20 World Cup.

previous innings vs West Indies at Eden
Gardens, Samson has become the first

1 Having scored 97 not out in his

Indian batter to register two successive
scores of 85+ in the T20 World Cup.

Jacob Bethell has
scored maiden
century T20Is. His

previus best was the 62* vs Wl in
Gros Islet on Nov 16, 2024.

India’s score is the first
total of 250+ in T20 WC
knockout matches,

bettering the 205/4 by W1 vs Aus in
Colombo (RPS) on Oct 5, 2012.
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Sanju reclaims bragging rights
against nemesis Jofra Archer

Opener Profits From
Brook’s Drop Off Eng
Pacer To Exorcise
Ghosts Of 2025 Series

Rajesh.Pansare@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Harry Brook tried to
laugh it off as he stood with his
hands on his knees. Jofra Archer
turned back dejected as he
walked towards his mark and
Sanju Samson heaved a sigh of
relief as he marked his guard.
It was a pivotal moment of the
match in the third over, the second
bowled by Archer; when the right-
arm pacer got Samson to mistime
a drive straight to Brook at mid-
on. The England captain, though,
ended up spilling a dolly. Samson,
who was 15 off seven balls at that
point, went on to add another 74
off 35 after that in a breathtaking
assault on the England bowlers.
England had an opportunity to
reduce India to 24/2 and tighten
their grip on the match. Instead,
they were left ruing things as the
Kerala cricketer went on a ram-
page, scoring an entertaining 42-

ball 89 that was built on the back
of eight fours and seven sixes, to
help India post 253/7. Samson's
knock was the joint-third highest
score in a T20 World Cup match,
alongside Virat Kohli's unbeaten
89 against West Indies in the 2016
edition at the same venue.

With every Samson boundary,
Brook got more and more wor-
ried. As Samson cut, pulled, and
drove everything that was
bowled at him, Brook would have
felt like Herschelle Gibbs, who
dropped Steve Waugh during the
1999 World Cup.

Everyone was looking forward
to the Archer vs Samson match-
up, especially with the English-
man dominating the Indian open-
er during the T20I series at the
start of last year. Samson strug-
gled against Archer’s pace and

short-pitched stuff, scored only 25
runs off the 23 balls he faced, and
was dismissed three times.

To add to his woes, an Archer
rocket fractured Samson'’s right
index finger in the last T20I of
that series at this very venue,
which sidelined him for a month.

On Wednesday, Samson took
guard against Archer, but unlike
the 2025 T201 series, where his
confidence plummeted with every
low-scoring outing, he entered the
semifinal on the back of a match-
winning 97 against West Indies.
He hoicked Archer’s third for a
boundary over mid-on and then
deposited a misdirected short ball
over deep fine leg for a six.

In the third over, the 31-year-
old’s heart would have been in
his mouth as he watched his
drive sailing straight to Brook
but once he saw it spooned, he
quickly regathered his thoughts
and, two balls later, pulled his
nemesis for six over cow corner.

Archer returned in the 13th
over but Samson deposited two of
the three balls he faced over the
boundary. In total, Samson faced
14 balls from Archer and took 38
runs off him.

ICC arranges charter for
return of Windies team

Gaurav. ia.com

Mumbai: Forced to stay back in
India following the end of their
campaign in the T20 World Cup,
the West Indies team might fi-
nally be able to fly home on a char-
tered flight on Friday with assis-
tance from the International
Cricket Council, TOI has learnt.
The departures of both West
Indies and Zimbabwe were de-
layed after the situation in West
Asia led to widespread flight can-
cellations and airspace closures,
disrupting key transit hubs.
“West Indies are likely to fly back
home via a chartered flight on
Friday, with assistance from the
ICC. The details of this chartered
flight arrangement are being
worked out,” a source said.
Another source said ICC chair-
person Jay Shah, CEO Sanjog
Gupta and the head of events have
been inregular contact with Crick-
et West Indies and the team man-

agement to ensure a safe return.

West Indies head coach Dar-
ren Sammy posted on X on
Wednesday: “I just wanna go
home,” reflecting the team’s
frustration at being stranded in
Kolkata. The Caribbean side had
been scheduled to leave soon af-
ter losing their final Super 8
match to India in Kolkata.

Late on Thursday, Cricket West
Indies (CWI) released a statement
confirming the development.
“During a high-level call earlier
today, it was confirmed that a
charter flight is currently being
arranged for the team’s departure
from India, with the expected de-
parture scheduled within the next
24 hours. The departure time re-
mains subject to final air traffic
approvals,” the statement said.

Zimbabwe leave in batches
Zimbabwe, also stranded after

exiting the Super 8, have begun

returning home in batches after

Rashid removed as
Afghan T20I skipper

Kabul: Afghanistan replaced
Rashid Khan with Ibrahim
Zadran as skipper on Thursday
for the T20I series against Sri
Lanka. Afghanistan crashed out
in the first round of the T20
World Cup after losing to South
Africa and New Zealand. The
team is monitoring the situation
in the UAE, which is slated to
stage the Lanka series. Acencies

the ICC arranged alternate routes
following the cancellation of their
flight via Dubai. The team is trav-
elling to Harare via Addis Ababa,
with the first group leaving on
Wednesday and the final group
scheduled to depart on Friday af-
ternoon, Zimbabwe Cricket said.

South Africa next

The ICC is also working on
South Africa’s return travel after
their semifinal loss to New Zea-
land. A source said the team is
most likely to fly via Ethiopian
Airlines, with Emirates and Eti-
had gradually restoring routes.

Finn Allen t

MOST SIXES IN AN INNINGS
IN T20 WORLD CUP KNOCKOUT MATCHES

Batter

Finn Allen
(NZ; 100* off 33b vs
SA, Kolkata 2026)

underclap becomes instant folklore

From Auckland’s Sleepless Living Room to Eden’s

power-hi

tters. For all the batter-

Didn’t choke, it
was a walloping:

Alex Hales
(Eng; 86 off 47b vs
Ind, Adelaide 2022)

Mike Hussey
(Aus; 60* off 24b vs
Pak, Gros Islet 2010)

Chris Gayle
(WI; 757 off 41b vs
Aus, Colombo 2012)

Marlon Samuels
((WI; 78 off 56b vs SL,
Colombo 2012)

OF THE T20 WORLD CUP

Batter Sixes

MOST SIXES IN A SINGLE EDITION

Finn Allen
(NZ; 2026)

Shimron Hetmyer
WI; 2026)

Sahibzada Farhan
(Pak; 2026)

Nicholas Pooran
(WI; 2024)

Chris Gayle
(WI; 2012)

FINN ALLEN IN T20Is
M 1 NO | Runs HS Ave 100
Overall 61| 60 | 3 | 1654 | 137 | 29.01 | 3
n wins 37 |37 3 | 1314 | 137 | 3864 | 3 180 | %
zrz]oTzzﬁ\zA:;ge) 17 16| 2 | 419 | 100 | 2092 | 1 | 1 |17754 | 26
TC20WC2026 | 8 | 7 | 2 | 289 | 100 | 578 | 1 | 1 | 20352 | 20

Roaring Ring, Batter Sends Kiwis Soaring Into Final

ia.com

Bhaduri

Kolkata: The morning after, it all
still felt slightly unreal. As if
Eden Gardens briefly slipped out
of normal time and nobody told
South Africa. Semifinals are
meant to be nervy, nail-biting af-
fairs, not a one-sided knockout
blow, that too from the underdog
team. Finn Allen’s unbeaten 33-
ball century, however, did all that
and more as New Zealand barged
into the T20 World Cup final by
beating South Africa. The knock
was a highlights reel that will be
played years from now.

Back home, many in New Zea-
land would have been watching
through heavy eyelids. The Allen
family in Auckland, however; had
no chance of sleep as their son
went hammer and tongs and
made a formidable South Afri-
can attack look pedestrian.
“I'm sure my parents were up
watching the whole game. Hope-
fully they're proud,” Allen said
with a smile after the game.

The numbers will do the
rounds for years, because they
have to: 100* off 33 balls, the fast-
est century in a men’s T20 World
Cup match, with 10 fours and
eight sixes and 88 runs in bound-
aries. It’s the kind of arithmetic
that looks like a misprint until
you remember you saw it live.

The real shock wasn’t just
Finn's rate of scoring, it was the
ease with which he made quality
bowling feel optional. South Afri-
ca’s plans barely had time to take
shape before they were being hit
back into the stands. One moment
the chase seemed a contest, the
next it was Allen picking his spots,

score a century in T20 WC
knockout matches.
England's Jacob Bethell on
Thursday night became the
second to reach the milestone.
—Stats: Rajesh Kumar

1 Allen is the first batter to

trusting his swing and stretching
the bounds of the possible.

It wasn’t even a one-man am-
bush from ball one. Tim Seifert
was the first to throw the punch,
racing ahead while Allen warmed
to the night. Allen’s ‘switch’ flicked
late in the Powerplay, a single over
that became ignition, and the
mood of the stadium changed with
it. The rest was a blur of clean
strikes and louder disbelief. “We
don’t really have a plan, me and
Timmy. We just try and be positive
and hope for the best,” he said.

Allen’s route here hasn’t been
a straight line. He didn’t make an
immediate splash after debuting
in 2021, but the last year has been
a steady accumulation of evi-
dence that this is what he does
when the ball is there to be hit. In
Major League Cricket, he tore up
the format with a 151 featuring a
world-record 19 sixes — only for a
foot injury to interrupt the surge.

The comeback, though, has
been emphatic. In the Big Bash
League, he was Perth Scorchers’
title-driving force: 466 runs, and a
competition record 38 sixes — a
season-long trailer for the mayhem
he would later unleash at Eden.

No wonder Kolkata Knight
Riders moved quickly at the IPL
auction, snapping him up for 2
crore — a signing that already
feels like a steal in a summer of

ing up front, Allen was careful not
to frame it as a solo act. He point-
ed to New Zealand’s bowlers for
setting the tone, especially in the
Powerplay, and for refusing to let
South Africa’s muscle settle.

“The bowlers set the tone for us
by taking early wickets on what we
thought was going to be a really
good batting wicket. They've (South
Africa) got an incredibly powerful
batting line-up and hats off to the
boys with the ball,” he said.

He also underlined the value
of the group-stage lesson against
the same opposition — the kind
of detail that gets lost once an in-
nings like this takes over the story.
“We looked closely at that first
game against them,” he said.
“Playing them earlier gave us a bit
of insight into their plans and we
tried to use that to our advan-
tage,” he confided.

Even the toss, Allen suggested,
mattered —and New Zealand made
sure the first small win didn’t go to
waste. “We just hoped (Mitch) Sant-
ner would win a toss and he did
that. So that was the first part done.
From then onwards it was just, take
the bull by the horns. Take the
game on, not shy away from any
challenge,” he explained.

On the team’s chances in the
final, Allen said, “It’s a new op-
position, under different condi-
tions. We just look to take the
positives out of this game and get
a flight to Ahmedabad and
start again. I think if we play
our best cricket we can beat
just about anybody.”

SCORES: New Zealand 173/1in
12.5 overs (Allen 100*, Seifert
58; Rabada 1-28) beat South
Africa 169/8 (Jansen 55*;
McConchie 2-9, Ravindra 2-29,
Henry 2-34) by 9 wickets.

SA coach Conrad

com

Kolkata: Very few expected the T20
World Cup semifinal to go the way it
did at the Eden Gardens on Wednes-
day. More so the South Africans, who
stood shell-shocked after being blown
away by New Zealand, with the game
getting added to their list of heart-
breaks in ICC tournaments.

Naturally the ‘choker’ word, so in-
famously associated with South Af-
rica over the years, resurfaced in post-
match interactions. “I don’t know if
tonight was a choke. I thought it was
a bloody walloping,” coach Shukri
Conrad said bluntly. “In order to
choke, you must have had a sniff in
the game. We didn’t have a sniff. In
South Africa, we'd say we ‘got moered
(violent assault)’,” he added. “Tonight,
we got a proper snotklap, also a South
African word meaning a real hiding.”

SA skipper Aiden Markram echoed
the same feeling. “Yeah, hugely disap-
pointed,” Markram said. “It’s not a big
slap in the face, but it feels like it,” he
summed it up.

Conrad accepted that they were
outplayed by their rivals. “A lot didn't
goright tonight. But that was probably
enforced because New Zealand were
really, really good tonight. They gave
us absolutely nothing and they really
squeezed particularly well. Their spin-
ners were exceptional in those condi-

tions,” he stated.

“The calibre of bowling to-
= night, coupled with the wicket,
made it particularly tough for
P us,” he added.

South Africa’s batting
coach Ashwell Prince was

disappointed since the
\ side came into the contest
as favourites after an un-
beaten run in the
LG tournament.
CONRAD
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CHRISTIAN BALE

T still find
romance
IN movies
rather dull’

Bale as Patrick
Bateman in
American

_Renuka Vlyavahare All the best to Psycho
ne of the finest ac- . whoever e.nds up )
torsincontempo-  doing that. It will be a
' rary cinema, Acade- g1 chojce for anyone
uilt a celebrated - on the American Psycho remake
'k that reflects
is deep commitment to classic Bride of Frankenstein
his craft and his fascination with an unconventional love sto-
with extremes. Known for con- ry atits heart. Directed by his S R
The Dark ht co-star Maggie Bk \ Subedaar sees Anil Kapoor step.

Gyllenhaal, the film features ’ . 3 ; into a commanding new avatar
- Bale alongside Jessie Buckls I m alway s real Iy annoy.mg fo many N ) = fierce, formidable and fuelled
forms a character. In an exclu- aleading role, with strong sup- directors who | work with because | N ) 4| by grit. Watch the film now
sive intervi ith us, Chris- porting performances from Pe- haven't seen any of their films. | don't see ’ i
tian Bale discusses S nelope Cruz, Peter Sarsgaard, " ; .
and Annette Bening, the films of other actors that | work with. It

nist reimagining of the 1935 just doesn't seem to happen for me lately
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Hasan Manto, Ashwath traumatic like caste-based
refiectsion how eoch of violence, injustice, or prejudices,
these have §haped his th | t Hoi x
understanding of trauma, ére areaiways;iwo choices: you
humanity can be a better person or a bitter
and artistic person. You have to choose which
expression one you want to become
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How Al deepfakes are
‘resurrecting’ loved ones

Venkatesh Chiranjeevi
Chaitanya

with
Nagarjuna

To love and be loved is to feel the sun from both sides - pavid viscott
L] L]
‘We h()pe to finish Till death d
L]
the celebrations & us apart. And
[
d d’ Al reunites
gO un e rgrou n he mid-19th century in Europe
p Ov was an electric time. People were
a 4 7 & e 4 fascinated with magnetism, elec-
Industry bigwigs light up Rashmika-Vijay reception tricity and the telegraph. Political up-
N : " heavals and personal tragedies were
" 7Y 7 abundant. And séances — with planchette and rattling tables
—offered both spectacle and solace, turning grief into dia-
logue and drawing rooms into laboratories of the afterlife.
Not very different from what’s happening to our world
now. We may have traded candle smoke for code, crystal
balls for cloud servers.
But we remain fasci-
nated by the possibili-
ty of reaching beyond
the lines - ,
between {\Meta patents Al that could continue posting
aléead on social media on behalf of deceased users
and the
living. A year back, so-called deadbots and interactive av-
atars of the deceased met with intense criticism and ethi-
cal alarm. Early apps like 2wai, designed to generate in-
teractive digital replicas of deceased loved ones, sparked
backlash over privacy and grief exploitation.
But grief tech, it turns out, is now legit. Across the
world, companies are using generative Al to build voice
clones, chatbots and hyper-realistic video avatars from a
\ 3 ] person’s digital footprint. Platforms are allowing families
1 . p % - to preserve conversations, simulate responses and inter-
>> Sreeleela i act with curated memories. Meta has been exploring ways

and Vijay da, who tied the knot on February 26,
chose bespoke traditional ensembles for their reception - Rashmika wore a Mysore
silk sari with pure silver and gold taar-work, and Vijay opted for an ivory veshti and
angavastram paired with a silk kurta. Her jewellery paid tribute to her heritage,
drawing on peacock motifs and the Gandaberunda - the two-headed emblem of
the Mysore Wadiyar dynasty. Posing for the paparazzi, Vijay quipped, “Today we
hope to wrap up the celebrations and go underground quietly”

for Al systems to continue posting or interacting on be-
half of deceased users. In another example of how tech-
nology is reshaping remembrance, Spotify recently intro-
duced a limited-edition Eternal Playlist Urn, a wireless
speaker designed to hold ashes while playing a loved one’s
favourite music.

Across India, people are commissioning Al deepfake
videos to make deceased family members appear at wed-
dings and birthdays, offering blessings, smiling into cam-
eras, filling the empty chair in group photographs.

While Al-generated images of celebrities remain con-
troversial, in ordinary homes the technology feels person-
al, acceptable, even healing. It is not difficult to see why.
In a culture that believes in an afterlife, technology can
look less like disruption and more like continuity.

Yet psychologists and ethicists warn, grief isnot a
glitch to be fixed. It is inevitable. Mourning is slow, une-
ven and deeply human. When algorithms begin to simu-
late presence, what happens to absence?

We cherish people, love, moments because we know
they are fleeting. But in this tug of war between ethics
and emotions, it is no contest.

<< Neena
Gupta

Mrunal
Thakur

Agree? Disagree? Got a POV idea? Write to us at: pov@timesofindic.com
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How many words of four p’#‘j
or more letters can you ‘
make from the letters r
shown in today's puzzle? ’ ,
In making a word, a letter e
can be used as many Q
times as it appears in the
puzzle. Each word must
contain the central letter.
There should be at least
one seven letter word.
Plurals, foreign words
and proper names are not
allowed. British English
Dictionary is used as
reference.
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“YouRe MY VALENTINE,MoM! DAD'LL JUST
| HAVETo FIND ANOTHER ONE.

ARIES: People make
mistakes, and you feel
it’s not your place to
judge them. Because of
this non-judgmental at-
titude, you radiate
warmth to those who
need it.

TAURUS: The atmos- or

FINOLEX

FORTUNE

comfortable place.
LIBRA: Being in an en-
vironment that makes
you feel positive and
optimistic is not a luxu-
ry —it's a necessity for
maintaining the energy
you need to manage
com. your busy life. Invest

phere hums with sur-
prises and opportunity.
Just because some-

y time and effort in mak-
ing your surroundings
cheerful.

e

thing didn't work out in
the past doesn't mean
it can’t succeed in the future.

GEMINI: You're not usually one to take a narrow
view of things, yet you might find yourself getting
caught up in the details. A few key words from
someone you care about may require further in-
vestigation.

CANCER: You may feel irritable and a little
nervous. You might not be sure whether some-
one significant in your life is being completely
truthful or treating you honestly. There could be
some form of misunderstanding, though it isn't
intentional.

LEO: Just because you've experienced a setback
doesn’'t mean you will fall apart. You've always
taken pride in being strong in the face of adver-
sity. Perhaps allow yourself to be vulnerable.
VIRGO: You have a strong desire to become the
best version of yourself. You seek wisdom, re-
spect, and goodness in your life. However, some-
thing seems to hold you back and weigh on

you like a heavy burden — something you

would rather not admit that keeps you in an un-

| SCORPIO: Letting
down your defences
will allow your family to be around you. You may
not realise it, but they long to shower you with
tender, loving care. Stop resisting their comfort.
SAGITTARIUS: You may find yourself in a situa-
tion where your circumstances are not meeting
your needs for comfort, stability, or security. Per-
haps you are distancing yourself from a bad hab-
it or from someone who isn't truly good for you.
CAPRICORN: You believe in yourself and in what

46 Insulation resistance
tester's unit

was NFL rushing yards
leader four times in the

derby
47 Letters for a GOAT,

you are capable of ing. This
will lead to greater i

laughter, and all the joys that come with lighter
side of life.

AQUARIUS: Every now and then, the people you
rely on may let you down. This might be prevent-
able through clear communication. If not, it may
become easier to forgive gracefully, when the
mistake resembles one you have made yourself.
PISCES: You're not in the mood to be told what
to do by anyone — not even by yourself. It may be
best not to seek or entertain advice, because
hearing will make you want to do the opposite.

48 Doorway 1980s perhaps
49 Tribute band's set list 7 “Peace” 48 Abbreviation
53 Decorator's samples 8 Accompanied by that refers to many
55 Photo session 9 Web gateway co. racial identities
57 Half and half? 10 Made plain to see 50 Tree hut dwellers on
58 Put into effect 11 Part of LED Endor
61 Sliced fruit in some 12 Years of Caesar’s reign 51 Kitchen fixture
salads 13 Guinness superlative 52 Statistical tool for
62 Metric weights, 18 Stinky comparing means
casually 19 Wardrobe malfunction 53 Water down, say
63 Florida city that hosts 24 Beneficiary 54 “Me too”
an annual Pirate 25 Mulligan 55 Self-care destination
Festival 28 Ersatz 56 Chaps
64 Shows curiosity 29 Not just fancy 59 Busy bee in Apr.
65 Match component 30 Universal donor’s type, 60 Draft source
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Before the vows:
(Gaurav renovates

sy

iy

Celebrities revel in festive cheer

home fOI‘ Krmka - _' = o a%:eetJain's Holi parFy‘

Kritika Kamra and
Gaurav Kapur

Wamiqa Lokhande
Gabbi and ;

® g : , Ektaa Kapoor L A
(L-R) Madhur Bhandarkar, | X d 5 R # 7 < Malavika ‘
Vineet Jain (MD, Times & ! 3 4 i | > = g i A Mohanan GANG =
Group) and Anu Malik 55 Y YR |

- 4

e

2024), Nandini Gupta (Femina Miss India World
2023), Avni Gupta (Miss Diva Supranational

" Aanchal Kumar &

auray Kapuris Kritika has been & SN [ Goonet
gearing up for his . h s B
wedding, with overseeing the — Meet Bros

renovation work underwayat ~ renovation. The

his Mumbai home to welcome 3

bride-to-be Kritika Kamra. A decqr_theme b|en_ds
source close to the couple said, traditional and mid-
“Renovation work began in century modern

early February, and Kritika .
has been closely supervising elements, with

it. The décor theme blends plenty of plants and
tradm‘onal and mid-centry natural light - Asource
modern elements, with plenty

of plants, natural light and an

airy, warm aesthetic. They want a warm, welcoming space to
host family and friends - starting with the wedding festivities
and many celebrations to come.”

The couple, who made their relationship public in 2025, will
tie the knot on March 11. Following a private wedding ceremony
at Gaurav's residence, they will host a celebration for close
friends and family on March 12. — Neha Maheshwri

Soundarya g

Sharma v 9@ ‘
(L-R) Shevam Singh ww (=7

(Mr India World 2025), 1y
Rohit Khandelwal (Mister

; & e L World 2016) and Gokul :
NAVDIP TUNDIYA 2 7 Ganesan (Mr India World 2024)

Festive vibes & colour play: Delhi marks
Korean tradition with a splash of Holi

Pics: Ranjit Kumar
o

SHOPPING MART

DELHI AAGA KHAN HALL
5_6 MARCH Sarojini house, 6, Bhagvan Das Road,

New Delhi 110001

Foo
10AM TO 8PM
DOUBLE IKKAT PATOLA | SINGAL IKKAT PATOLA  SAREES | DUPATTA | CLUTCHES | BATVA | POTLI
RAJKOTI PATOLA | BANDHANI LAHENGA | JACKETS | POCKET SQUARE | TIE
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. L[] Holi met Jeongwol
tht IS . Daeboreum ing: Cross-
real estate Connecting People, Connecting Needs. Jeongwol l cultural celebration.
Hwang Il Yong, Director of
Dﬂ eborell m the Korean Cultural Centre
GOA Observed on the m India, said, “By bringing
PROPERTIES

ASHUTQSHEANA LIVE ON STAGE asRagan g remerion T Koreanculturel  hptucates
s A PRODUCEDBY \ , s e Gy Y dia's Holi an: i
s — N Year, J | Centre In cultural connection that
LAND FOR SALE > i WEAVELS [ oiTy K = < Dasboreum fell on Jeongwol Dashersiey refes thesared values
i 7 [ THEATRE ) 8 March 3 thi a of India and Korea
D ot cr Ol SHRIRAM BHARATIYA KALA KENDRA "eongwol” denotes e g IS o i
Sq ft. Plot size 13186 sft with the first | th, whil e ‘Bureom’ experience, cracking
SANAD only o bl 3 SHRIRAM SHANKARLAL "Dieboreum bsiiiis toths peanutsand walnutsina Korean
Villa contact Owner 9963996695 M U S [ C F E ST IV AL great full moon. custom believed to bring good luck
BOOK YOUR 06-08 March 2026
CLASSIFIED 1, Copernicus Marg, Mandi House, New Delhi
ADS Friday, 06th March 2026, 6:00 pm
Ramana Balachandhran - Saraswati Veena
* FOR TENDER Siddhartha Belmannu ~ Hindustani Vocal
& Tejendra Narayan Majumdar - Sarod
NOTICE ADS [ Saturday, 07th March 2026, 6:00 pm
PLEASE Sawani Shende - Hindustani Vocal
CONTACT Shashank Subramanyam - Flute (Carnatic) X
AMAN Sajan & Swaransh Mishra - Hindustani Vocal
931 26335.1 8 : DISCOVER RAMAYAN. Sunday, 08th March 2026, 10:00 am.
UNTOLD CHAPTER Madhup Mudgal - Hindustani Vocal
* FOR SINGERS: SHANKAR MAHADEVAN, SONU NIGAM, Bm‘,-’it Roygcmwdhmy, Sarod
RECRUITMENT * KRILASH KHER & ASHUTOSH RANA " "
ADS ‘ Sunday, 08th March 2026, 6:00 pm
GAURAV NARESH KATYAYAN  AALOK SHRIVASTAV UDBHAV OJHA '
PLEASE BHHARDWA) RAHULLRBHUCHAR  RAM KUMARSINGH  SAURABH MEHTA el LOke;‘h Izl'lalnd]_;-sgehnal‘ S
STYLING ashwati andal - Hindustani Vocal
CONTACT 0&'&{6?'8 KAMANI AUDITORIUM ;™ Shahid Parvez - Sitar : <ol
0 with Anindo Chatterjee on Tabla A collaborative handprint activity captured the shared spirit, with participants dipping
AmiT : DAILY 2 SHOWS MANDI HOUSE 3 nELHI str PRV FORALIEN 4350333333“4”/2! T their hands in coloured powder and imprinting them on a large full moon hoard, adding
. J * WWW.S| n hort wishes in English or K for th head
9811730649 TICKETS AVAILABLE ON bookfiy'show or Call #7011636420 (AN INSTITUTION OF BHARATIYA KALA KENDRA TRUST) stortwishes i EngTsh or Toreal or The year afea




Movies will make you famous, but theatre will make you good - Terrence Mann

FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2026
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[usually get serious roles because

of my intense looks : Ashwath

Yashaswi Kochar

)

{ g \ rt came into my life and changed the

« way [ was looking at trauma,” says Ash-
£ 7 r wath Bhatt, who was recently in Delhi to
stage his play Lauh Purush, while speaking to us
about his love for theatre. The actor, known for
his intense roles in films like The Diplomat, Kes-
ariand Raazi, spoke to us about his theatre pro-
ject, his yearning to keep returning to Kashmir
—his motherland - and how playing Manto has
helped him evolve as a person.

Ashwath Bhatt
portrayed former
Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru in
the play Lauh Purush

‘Playing Manto helped me evolve’

Bhatt has been playing Manto for almost 25 years on stage.
Speaking of the impact of the character, he tells us, “Playing
Manto has made me evolve as a person. Reading (his works)
makes me understand how hypocritical and loving a human can
be out of nowhere. Unki bhasha mein itne sakht shabd thay
Urdu ke, jinse logon ko takleef hoti thi, and that is why people
have reservations about Manto. | want to explore more
about his life!” Ask about other works of Manto he
wants to perform, and he replies, “Chacha Sam
Ke Naam Khutoot is creating havoc in the world
right now. | also want to perform stories by Anton
Chekhov, Munshi Premchand, and Franz Kafka!”

‘1 get

=0,

my intense looks, but | want to

explore comedy too’

Speaking about doing comedy roles, the actor says, “I manifested
comedy, and I'm doing an out-and-out commercial comedy now.
I'd love to explore comedy on screen. | usually get serious roles
because of my intense looks!” Ask if he has ever felt typecast

‘Trying to give back as
-much as | can to my
community’

As a teenager, Bhatt, who hails from
Kashmir, had to leave his motherland
during the 1990 exodus. “I always look
for a reason to go back to Kashmir,
be it for plays or film shoots. | don’t
have a house there, but it is still
my motherland. As a Kashmiri
Pandit, | have trauma; baggage
that I still carry. | am trying to
give back as much as | can to the
ommunity and feel happy about
it. Whenever you face anything
traumatic like caste-based
violence, injustice, or prejudices,
there are always two choices:
you can be a better person or
a bitter person. You have to
choose which one you want to
become,” he shares.

‘Art healed me’
Speaking about his initiative -
Theatre Garage Project - which
bears the philosophy of creating
“something out of nothing,”

Bhatt shares, “Art healed me,
taught me a lot about life. |
started laughing again and
understood the power of
red nose clowning (a form
b of therapeutic clowning).”
He continues, "I started
researching,

to places like orphanages
and cancer hospitals. In my
family, we had half a dozen
cancer patients; my mom
and another relative survived,
but everyone else passed
away. Acceptance is the
key; the clown is the master
of acceptance.” His project
also funds the school fees of
underprivileged children through
its TGP educational programme.

serious roles because of

due to his looks, and he recalls, “Once, | asked Vikram
Bhatt why | was getting similar roles. He told me it was
due to my ‘amazing eyes! Directors have told me, 'l
want to use your eyes and looks! But if I've been able
to do comedy in theatre, | can do it on camera too!”

Y
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Om Raut likely to direct
Tiger Shroff-Vldyut
Jammwal movie

Tiger
Shroff

m Raut, best known for Tanhaji: The Unsung War-

rior, is likely to come on board to helm an upcoming

action film featuring Tiger Shroff and Vidyut
Jammwal. The project, backed by Bhushan Kumar, is in the
early stages of development. A source close to the produc-
tion reveals that Raut has already approached the actors.
“He has pitched a script and they are currently jamming
over it. It is at a nascent stage,” the source states. Interest-
ingly, Milap Zaveri was earlier rumoured to be directing the
venture. However, he has since been announced as the direc-
tor of another film with the same production house, starring
Harshvardhan Rane. “The story by Om is completely differ-
ent. He has not stepped into Milap's shoes. If everything
goes well, the film will go on floors this year,” the source
adds. This will mark Bhushan and Om’s reunion post the de-
bacle of Adipurush. — Vinay MR Mishra

A Enterprise

Offer So Fine
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Want your event to be featured? Email us
at tims.delhitimes@timesofindia.com

If you love
Mmusic

ALKEMIC
o (Celebrate the rhythm of the
_Shivika Manchanda | ¢ Jived female experience In a
T NN, . t'ansfolmi“g wor‘d\
table, a pile of oddly shaped Where: Depot Mf' g
Apieces, and a promise that When: Fri
they all fit together somehow N

UL L LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL Lz

—that’s all you need for a surprising- .+ © + - T}f"e' oo
1y good weekend. Jigsaw puzzles are -
no longer just a childhood memory,
they’re a social ritual and even a
competitive game. And if you're
craving a slower, solo reset, you can
always begin the quest yourself at
home.

JAZBAA-E-ISHQ
(Rekha Bhardwaj & Vishal Bhardwaj Live)
Where: Bharat Mandapam

When: Sat o
Time: 7pm onwards &
)
i

If you're into
experences

LODHI
GARDEN
WALK

- men’s Day
Rishabh, a boardgaming meetup host at All iAW

Rt Tl

jal walk by
Things Fun, says, “We organise timed puzzle- Pm Enroute RA MA DA N Fo
solving tournaments sometimes... A 150-piece \,' - Indian 0D
puzzle is usually a good place to start as it ~_ Content creators History) (A
takes less than an hour to finish and works suggest a simple here: Lryudhi “x:':b}f n'e_DE""i'lama)
well for beginners” hack to preserve : Garden "e: Zakir Nagar
= the puzzle - = When: Sap

2 3 o 4 - \ tly tape it
NTTO , 7 i ‘ B fomtheback

WO : 2 | Thte:7om
s LVE A £3 \ / once complete. i AN_
234 > 4 You canth STARKHW
PUZZLE? el 8 S DPAHARNNUNA
-~ HERE ARE ( ha“g it o|ndthi : $ : (Aniftaar e“f)ec?:y';(e by
SOME TIPS moet SegBEE o oo e
\ folder to build ¢ O y hes JamaMas]ids
X f i n
CREATEA / ‘ ’ o ‘ | e sateSm}
COMFORTABLE Y ¥ r ; ' @ time : £ i Time: 7pm \
SETUP ! 5 | iy - i \ = = )

,Ggodlig}r\;ing,a ; : Solving a

spacious surface, an == . A

minimal distractions >~ e ’ N y pUZZlg feel.s like & ;

{improve concentration e A= g = reset. With friends, it's
and reduce fatigue =\ Y | P - fun in a different way. You

— o A\ L ®W@W cantalk while doing it, and
SORT BEFORE ; b \ ; ‘ P A it's not one of those & i{
YOU START / 5 \\ N ” activities where everyone is NS =l N\

" Organise pieces | » ) SN = on their phone. It's chaotic <

I

by colour, pattern, b B
ot ut fun ASANT,
s};::pe, o4 dlst[n ct ~Shanya Verma, who recently BLOOMS'
hosre:ipufzzle r;eet BUT AND
4 with her friends g TER
_E § W icncs oS
e |
For jigsaw puzzles, £ over the shared

Time: 9am - 10305,.,.,

start by identifying love for puzzles’

the corner and edge i) o ‘1,4{,—4 Speed puzzling is gainin:
pieces toc;:reute a . ! i mF:)men’:um in Igndig, whe?e " FARM To PL%TE
border, Offline escape that individuals and teams compete m“exnert‘m:;:ziet;‘:’ r—
o o to complete identical puzzles Delhi Nature -
quiets the mind agains?the clock. Asmpa Where: Green Vibes Farm.

Chhattarpur
When: Sun
Time: 9am

“I like how solving a puzzle shuts off
BREAK IT INTO the noise in my head. After work, my

SECTIONS ! head is usually full of random thoughts

Instead of tackling and unfinished tasks. People are

the entire puzzle exhausted from being online all

at once, focus on the time. Even when we think we're

maller sections relaxing, we're overstimulated. A lot

of these people are actively looking for

offline hobbies. Something that feels

fun but doesn't drain you, and solving

puzzles does just that,” says Delhi-based

Shanya Verma. She adds, “I'm not worried

Tajjudin, who founded Playful
Pursuits, a pan-India community
of jigsaw puzzlers, says,
“Speed puzzling is a relatively
new competitive activity, and
there's immense satisfaction
in finishing a puzzle as fast as
possible.”

“Speed puzzling events
typically feature three
categories, with participants
competing solo or in pairs.

LU iddd

L

CHANGE YOUR &

PERSPEC”VE about emails or my long to-do list; I'm just While formats may vary, the TULID
Rotate pieces, looking for a specific piece.” core idea remains the same -
pftvougeeating For Bangalore-based Zenitha Das, the solving a puzzle against the FESTIVAL

Where: Shanti Path
When: Fri - Sun
Time: All day

clock,” shares Asma, adding,
“In the classic speed puzzling,
participants receive the
same ‘mystery’ puzzle, begin
simultaneously, and race to
finish first. Another popular

‘\’/(i)es\lntllgt?é L:)ruez\élen hobby began during her MBA days. “I
it rorant started doing puzzles as an adult when
‘angle a friend got a 1000-piece Starry Nights
puzzle. That's when | realised that | really

enjoyed jigsaw puzzles!” Now, she and her
husband Vikrant Nayak attend meetups

WWMMMW#WMMJMWWMM

TAKE STRATEGIC and enjoy trying new brands, piece counts format is Puzzle Chess, usually RHVJ g
BREAKS and materials. Talking about her first Lt in the individual category, lNTERNAr-H,g 'f Ou en.o
If you're stuck, step experience with puzzles, Delhi-based 2 where participants compete in QUEER NAL y J y
away. Returning Iris Roy says, “It's best to say that | a series of one-on-one matches & GENDER

across three to four rounds.
Smaller puzzles (70-250 pieces)
are used here, making it more

with fresh eyes often was not prepared. But fixing the last
leads to quicker J piece was incredibly satisfying. It was

izl storytelling

breakthroughs. tedious but fun.” When; Frj - Sun

i

beginner-friendly." -
Ime: Daywise
SCINTILLAT
G:LOST SINNERS oF 1ING
i . SCREENING 0 Where:pparc - CHICAGO
How to: Host a ‘support- p— " WORLD2020
a-sister’ workshop PIYWSTI MISHRA
PICKTHE'PRO'  prem==r ——- PREP THE SPACE ; £ :

Identify a friend with Whether it's a kitchen LIVEIN CONCERT
a specialised skill. table for pasta making
Approach her with a or a backyard for

professional proposal:
"We love your (skill),
and we'd love to pay
you to teach us the

yoga, ensure the
environment matches
the craft. Ask her for
a shopping list or pay

@
basics in a private her an extra ‘kit fee' 3
mini-class” to provide everything. 8
SET THE RATE Make snacks that won't %
Treat this like'o real interfere with the work. H
business transaction. - FOCUS AND FLOW 3
Ask for her ‘friend- The goal is a one to two D "-I H 3
rate’ or suggest a fair per-person fee hour ‘mini-class! It's long enough to feel 00K YOURTICHETS D e I

that covers her time, prep, and materials. substantial, but short enough to keep the book myshow i

Paying her honors her craft and removes energy high. By the end of the night, you're SAT. 7th March 2026 | 7 PM "SCANT0 BOOK

the awkwardness associated with askin not just hanging out - you're investing in Gt EeRihitinn Croiind Cata £ Akhls

fora favor 9 youi g 4 9 NSIC: Exhibition Ground, Gate 6, Okhla i

DelhiTimes eqmd Plaver

"33 Where: Studio Aer,
GK2

6 I o on MY CITY MY WEEKEND Find out who you are and do it on purpose - bolly Parton

Bhajan Clubbing
by Saaz & Prakhar
Where: Talkatora
Stadium

Drum Jam Session
(An evening with
Delhi Drum Circle)
Where: Oxford
Bookstore, CP
When: Sat

Time: 5pm - 7pm

Shriram
Shankarlal Music
Festival

Where: Shriram
Bharatiya Kala
Kendra

When: Fri - Sun
Time: 6pm

Poo Bani Parvati
(Lecture on
navigating
womanhood; by
UnLecture)

Where: Blue Tokai,
Panchsheel Park
When: Sun

Time: 4pm

Women Walk At
Midnight x
arwesh
Taleweavers
(A Women's Day
special walk; open to
women, mascs, trans,
AFAB individuals)
Starting Point:
Mandi House
Metro Station
When: Sat
Time: 8pm
Trinket Tray
Making Workshop
Where: Artphonso,
Gurgaon
When:
Sun
Time:
Noon

Tawaif, Thumri
aur Tehzeeb

(An evening of music
& conversations
around courtesans;
by DelhiByFoot)
Where: 8ByLotus,
East of Kailash
When: Sat

Time: 5pm

J Collectorsas

Custodians

(Panel on the journey
of Indianart)
Where: Bikaner
House

When: Sat - Mon
Time: 10am - 6pm

Vatika
Vasantotsav
Where: Club One,
Sec 82, Gurgaon
When:
Fri- »}
Sun
Time:
Tlam

Tribes Art

Fest

Where: Travancore
Palace

When: Fri - Sun
Time: 11am - 9pm
Ceramic Sprin
Fest i
Where: Triveni Kala
Sangam

When: Fri - Sun
Time: 11am - 8pm
Upcycling &
Craés WZrkshop
(Session with Titli Co)
Where: Sunder
Nursery

When:
Sun

Artisanal Market
Where: Horizon
Plaza, DLF Phase 5
When: Sat

Time: 3.30pm -
9.30pm

Lodhi Reads
Where: Lodhi
Garden

When: Sun
Time:

10.30am - A

* ]
1.30pm ‘&
Silent Book Club
Where: Sunder
Nursery

When: Sat

Time: 11am - Ipm

Rerial Worksﬁoﬁ

When: Sat
Time: 12.30pm

‘i‘ﬁe Inrvlevr
Circle Run

Time: 7am



Love is composed of a single soul inhabiting two bodies - Aristotle

VARIETY oL TINES TE TESOF oA

UPTODATE \ WHAT'S #TRENDING & WHY

Seven together:
Trailer for BTS'
comeback

concert out SEI - N
The trailer for BTS THE \ Diagnosed with

COMEBACK LIVE has been : . b grade 1 breast

released by Netflix, to the " . .
delight of the K-pop group's / \ cancer: Ra,sh"
fans. Members RM, Jin, V, AN e M7k
J-Hope, Jimin, Jung Kook and 3 DeShpande
Suga appear in the preview, B 'S 1 Rajshri Deshpande on
filmed against the backdrop | Wednesday revealed she has
of qunghv.vur.nun Square, been diagnosed with first-stage
xuh_ere they invite fans o o breast cancer and said she is

witness the homecoming now recovering well following
as they prepare to return a successful surgery. “l have
to the 9I.°b°| stage uf!er g ¢ been diagnosed with Infiltrating
a long hiatus. Streaming v 3 b ductal carcinoma (NOS) a grade
live from the historic Seoul : : 1 Breast cancer. We fortunately
landmark on March 21, th'e caught this early in a routine

: mark the group's \ check-up which gave us a

first major live performance e 7 \ fighting chance. Tons of tests and
nyeors In India, surgery felt like a rollercoaster
the livestream ride, but trust me it was
everyone's love and warmth that
carried me through,” she wrote.

DM us if you need
help: Sonu Sood
to travellers
stranded in Dubai

As escalating US-Iran tensions
disrupted air travel in the Middle
East, many travellers were left
stranded in Dubai. Sonu
Sood announced that
b he would provide free
accommodation to those
stuck in Dubai. In a video
post on Instagram, the
actor said, “Anyone who's
stranded in Dubai because
of the ongoing crisis, we
just want to tell you that
you have a place to stay.
We'll make sure that you
get free accommodation.” He
also wrote, “No nationality. No
conditions. Just humanity. DM us
on Instagram if you need help”

Audiences have often criticised performers
for lip-syncing instead of singing live. During

a podcast with Raj Shamani, Shreya Ghoshal
shared her views on the practice. She said,
“That's just a lazy act. Aapne mehanat nahi
kari. In my opinion, it's not a good approach.”
She added, "l can't discredit what the audience
likes, but | have certain principles as an artiste.
I have a problem with any performance of mine
being played publicly that | myself wouldn't
even be able to listen to”

Ar]un—Saamya wedding

Anjali and
Sachin
Tendulkar

Arjun Tendulkar and
a'umyu Chandhok’s
wedding

Rahul %)
Dravid

| Harsha
Bhogle

mps
DRLs 5 Year Free Subscription™
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Visit Nearest Honda Dealership

YEAR
Call +91 73034 61122 | www.hondacarindia.com ANy—I;“E'"vjj::‘::":;v.

Honda Connect with Ultra-Spacious Boot Space Ultra-High Ground Clearance +ACCESSORIES WORTH T 50 000*

J Years/ Unlimited Kilometers

7 Years/ Unlimited Kilometers (

m Years/ 120 000 Kilomelers

MONITORING SYSTEM*

“ELEVATE V" EFFECTIVE PRICE
WITH MARCH BENEFITS

10.70 LAKH

| S %= BENEFITS FOR ALL & Power Product Owners

O rones trvromen: Tecmaiogy

( \ AVAIL 7 SR sPECIAL LovaLTY BONUS
=¥ SCRAPPAGE SARFAEL'LI'V For Honda 2-Wheelers

“Effective price means ¥ 12 06 190 ex-showroom price (New Delhi) of Elevate \ MT minus total benefits of up o ¥ 1 36 000 offered in the month of march. The actual effective price mentioned may vary based on the customer's eligibiity profile and appicable benefils. Insurance, RTO, etc o be bome separately by consumer. Total benefit amount includes applicable cash, exchange, corpcvﬂte ‘extended warranty or any other applicable offer/

benefis. for more detalls model and benefits i “Terms & condition apply. Offer

any colour, grade, features or offers/ benefits without any prior nolice. “Free subscription for the first 5 years from the date of purchase. Only avalable on select

s cie o g effoc mages shown abovs ar ropresenve and of a iferent variant (Eevate VX wity Apas Edton Kt & Alpha-boid plus rle) Actusl Golxr, ot or ey spocicaton s shovn ifr o o actiel proict and may nt b part o sz lment. lease cher and experience the avalailyof gradel colour featires! ofers at the authorznd dealerstis. Honds Gars ncka Limid reserve the ight o change or ithdraw

owner's manual and Warranty Document for more details. Scrappage fect models subject to receipt of valid certifcat issued by RVSF. Honda Cars India Limited urges drivers to follow traffic rules which are meant to keep them safe on roads. For more information, please visit our athorized dealership or www hondacarindia.com.

any other related terms & conditions are applicable as specified by third party/ supplier of equipment. Pls contact details. o black vehicle

't part of giveaway. "As per Honda interal data. 10 year Anytime Warranty: Extendable p to the maximum age of 10 years or 1 20 000 Kiometers by renewing every year and is applicable from the date of purchase of car. Please refer to the

EEREBIYNECERES CENTRAL DELHI: Ring Road Honda - Connaught Place - 9891946042, EAST DELHI: Iconic Honda - Patparg
Honda - Mathura Road - 7428496151, Courtesy Honda - Okhla - 9711042928, 7290042391, Samara Honda - Lajpat Nagar - 011-46555111, 8826143300, WEST DELHI: Samara Honda - Mayapuri - 011-45656565,9717556161 , Ring Road Honda - Peeragarhi — 9540992948, 8373919333 , Moti Nagar — 9911332218,
9667973690, Dwarka - 9211929696, 9911323149, GURUGRAM: Ring Road Honda - MG Road, - 9891452000, 9717049942, Sector-18 - 8376906990, 9643335971, Frontier Honda -Sohna Road - 8657588907, 9999000768, Iconic Honda — Sector 14 -7557323232, 8929600217, NOIDA: Ace Honda - Sector 11,
Noida - 0120-4000400, 9999673820/50, Crown Honda- Sector 63, Noida - 0120-4700000, 8527995500, FARIDABAD: Classic Honda- Main Mathura Road - 0129-4097007, 7428390952, 8700096558, GHAZIABAD: Crown Honda - Vaishali - 9810028116, 0120-4363000, Ghaziabad - 9599293870, REWARI: Pace
Honda - 8222991310, BHIWADI: Landmark Honda - 7574826574, SONIPAT: Malwa Honda - 9467800912, 9467800902, HAPUR: Platinum Honda - 7088911111, MEERUT: Platinum Honda — 7088911111,

j — 9289063907, 7065008205, NORTH DELHI: Courtesy Honda - Wazirpur - 9910995836, 9717993611, Cherish Honda - Rohini — 8255008008, SOUTH DELHI: Crown
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Research for Better Medicines

— A Patient Awareness Initiative —

D FOODS AND
ODERN DIETS
NT WEIGHT GA
U Itra-processed foods are increasingly common in

modern diets and are strongly linked to obesity. A

randomized study found that people consuming

ultra-processed foods gained more weight and ate

Dr. Richa Chaturvedi significantly more calories than when they consumed

minimally processed foods, even though meals

contained similar nutrients. One key reason was reduced

chewing—ultra-processed foods were eaten faster,

leading to higher energy intake before the body signalled fullness. These foods are

typically high in refined carbohydrates, unhealthy fats, and additives, while lacking

fiber and essential nutrients. The findings highlight that limiting ultra-processed

foods and choosing whole, minimally processed meals may be an effective strategy
to prevent obesity and promote healthier eating habits.

Endocrinologist

Know Your
NUMBERS
Ha/ Zarooti

STIC
SITY

ong-term weight loss depends more on sticking

toadiet than on the type of diet chosen. A study

tracking adherence over two years found that

early weight loss in the first six months strongly

predicted long-term success, as early results boosted

Dr. Kashish Gupta | motivation. Overall adherence remained high, though

Endocrinologist it declined over time, especially during holidays. Low-

fat diets had the highest adherence, followed by

Mediterranean and low-carbohydrate diets. Higher

BMI, smoking, and female sex were linked to lower adherence. Physical activity

supported appetite control but was not sufficient alone. The key to lasting

success is starting strong, planning for challenges, choosing sustainable diets,
and combining dietary changes with regular physical activity.

GENDER DIFFERENCES IN THE RISK OF DEVELOPING OBESITY RELATED DISEASE

besity increases the risk of diabetes and heart disease, but its effects differ between men and women. Fat tissue must expand safely

to store excess energy. When it cannot, fat accumulates in organs like the liver and pancreas, leading to insulin resistance. Research

from York University shows that female fat tissue develops more new blood vessels during weight gain, allowing healthier

expansion. Male fat tissue forms fewer blood vessels and shows higher inflammation. Even outside the body, male and female blood vessel

Dr. Nishant Raizadall ce!ls behave differently. These findings help explain why men face higher obesity-related metabolic risks and may guide future treatments

Endocrinologist targeting fattissue health.

HOW DIABETE ﬁ
N

ew research shows that diabetes, high blood

pressure, and obesity can accelerate brain

aging, making the brain appear older than a

person's actual age. Diabetes has the strongest effect,

followed by hypertension and obesity, and their

Dr. Himanshu Sharmafl combined impact can be even greater. These

Endocrinologist conditions harm the brain by damaging blood vessels,

causing inflammation, and disrupting cell

metabolism, often without noticeable symptoms at

first. Over time, this increases the risk of memory loss, cognitive decline, and

dementia. Maintaining healthy blood sugar, controlling blood pressure,

managing weight, staying active, and eating a balanced diet can protect brain
health and slowaging.

D AS A DISEASE—
ESITY ILL BLAMED ON LIFESTYLE

besity and type 2 diabetes are closely linked, yet they are treated very differently. Diabetes is
recognised as a chronic disease with clear tests, structured treatment plans, insurance coverage,
and strong policy support. Obesity, however, is often mistaken for a lifestyle problem and
assessed using imprecise measures like BMI, leading to stigma and poor care. Despite causing serious

CREASED INFECTIC
RISKIN OB DIABET!

besity and diabetes increase infection risk,

making infections more severe, faster-

progressing, and harder to treat. High blood
sugar impairs white blood cells and antibody
responses, while excess glucose feeds bacteria and
fungi, promoting infections like UTls, skin infections,
diabetic foot wounds, respiratory infections, and
Candida. Poor circulation, chronic inflammation,
delayed wound healing, and skin barrier issues further
heighten risk. Prevention includes maintaining near-normal blood sugar,
reducing visceral fat, keeping skin clean and dry, checking feet daily, treating
minor wounds promptly, wearing well-fitting shoes, attending regular check-
ups, and getting vaccines. Seek medical help for spreading, painful, or
persistentinfections, especially on the feet.

Dr. Setu Gupta
Endocrinologist

s

Research for Setter Medicines
Presents

SeeMe@Best
N

health complications, obesity remains underfunded and poorly integrated into healthcare systems.

Dr. A.K Ajmani
Endocrinologist

UR IGHT MA

1 'A' 3
D DIABET
I xposure to light at night—such as from mobile

phones, televisions, streetlights, or night

lamps—may increase the risk of weight gain, high
blood pressure, and diabetes. Research shows that
people exposed to high levels of light at night are more
likely to become overweight, develop hypertension, and
have raised blood sugar. Night-time light disrupts the
body's natural sleep-wake cycle and reduces melatonin,
ahormone important for sleep and metabolism. This disruption can affect appetite,
insulin action, and blood pressure. Reducing night-time light by dimming lights,
limiting screen use before bed, and sleeping in a dark room can support better sleep
and long-term metabolic health.

Dr. Anshul Kumar
Endocrinologist

Recognising obesity as a chronic disease—like diabetes—will improve access to treatment, reduce
related ilinesses, and strengthen public health outcomes.

s type 2 diabetes mellitus and obesity rise

globally, the impact of glucose-lowering

medicines on body weight has become a key part
of treatment decisions. Diabetes drugs differ widely in
their weight effects: some are weight-neutral, others
promote weight loss, while a few cause weight gain. DPP-
4 inhibitors are largely weight-neutral, helping control
glucose without affecting body weight. In contrast, GLP-1
receptor agonists and dual agonists produce the greatest
weight loss, often exceeding 5% of body weight, while SGLT-2 inhibitors lead to
modest reductions. Metformin offers intermediate benefits. Choosing weight-
reducing therapies can improve both glycaemic control and long-term
cardiometabolic healthin people with diabetes and obesity.

Dr. Monika Sharma
Endocrinologist

OBESITY AS A MODIFIABLE RISK FACTOR FOR HEART DISEASE

besity is one of the most important risk factors for heart disease that can be changed. Unlike age or genetics, body weight can be

managed with lifestyle and medical support. Obesity increases the risk of high blood pressure, diabetes, abnormal cholesterol,

and inflammation, all of which harm the heart. Even modest weight loss can lead to significant improvements in these risk factors.

Dr. Pramod Jain
Cardiologist

OBESITY AND ARRHYTHMIAS
AN OVERLOOKED RISK

besity increases the risk of abnormal heart

rhythms, known as arrhythmias. Excess

weight affects the structure and electrical

activity of the heart. Obesity is strongly linked to atrial

fibrillation,acommon arrhythmia that raises the risk of

Dr. Arif Mustageem || t/oke and heart failure. Fat-related inflammation and

idclogiat high blood pressure further disturb normal heart

rhythm. Many people may experience palpitations,

dizziness, or fatigue, while others may have no symptoms. Weight reduction

helps improve heart rhythm control and reduces arrhythmia risk. Lifestyle

changes, along with medical care, play an important role in protecting heart
rhythm and overall cardiovascular health.

Healthy eating, regular physical activity, adequate sleep, and stress management play a vital role in weight control. Addressing obesity early

helps prevent heart disease, improves quality of life, and reduces long-term cardiovascularrisk.

REN
ATED

besity affects heart health in both men and

women, but the risks can differ by gender. Men

tend to store fat around the abdomen, which
increases the risk of heart attack and stroke at a younger
age. Women often store fat around the hips and thighs,
but after menopause, fat distribution shifts toward the
abdomen, increasing cardiovascular risk. Hormonal
changes also influence blood pressure, cholesterol levels,
and inflammation. As a result, women with obesity may develop heart disease later

Dr. Akhilesh Shrivastava
Cardiologist

in life but often with more severe complications. Understanding these differences
helps in early screening and prevention. Healthy lifestyle choices benefit both men
and womeninreducing heartrisk.

Vi SIS

hildhood obesity is rising

rapidly worldwide and is

now a major driver of early-
Dr. Alka Jha

Endocrinologist onset type 2 diabetes. Once seen

mainly in adults, type 2 diabetes is
increasingly affecting children and adolescents, where it
progresses more aggressively and leads to earlier
complications. Obesity, influenced by unhealthy diets,
sedentary lifestyles, genetics, and environmental factors,
increases insulin resistance and significantly raises diabetes
risk. Studies show obese children are up to four times more
likely to develop type 2 diabetes. Preventing childhood
obesity through early lifestyle interventions is critical to
reducing the growing burden of early diabetes and long-term

health complications.

G LESS, RESPOND
OW A SEDEN

T
RESISTAN

rolonged sitting, common in

modern lifestyles, harms

Dr. Rashika M Rijhwani metabolism and increases

Endocrinologist insulin resistance, a key risk factor for
type 2 diabetes. Even people who
exercise can be affected if they spend long hours sedentary.
Muscle inactivity reduces glucose uptake, while fat and liver
changes, inflammation, and altered gut microbiota further
impair insulin function. Sedentary behaviour also disrupts
lipid metabolism and promotes fat storage. The good news:
breaking up sitting with light activity—standing, walking, or
stretching—improves insulin sensitivity and blood sugar
control. Regular movement throughout the day, not just
exercise sessions, is essential to maintain metabolic health

and preventdiabetes.

WH)
ABET
NORS

hen obesity and

diabetes occur

together, risks extend

Dr. Aprajicta Pradhan beyond high blood sugar. Excess

Endocrinologist

body fat, especially around the

abdomen, increases insulin

resistance, inflammation, and fat accumulation in organs,
worsening diabetes complications. Research shows obese
individuals with diabetes face higher odds of heart disease,
nerve damage, kidney disease, and eye problems. Obesity
also fuels conditions like high cholesterol and hypertension,
compounding risk. Blood sugar control alone isn't enough;
weight management is key. Even modest, sustained weight
loss of 5-10% improves glucose control, reduces medication
needs, and lowers complication risk. Early lifestyle, medical, or

surgical interventions are vital for better long-term outcomes.

besity places a heavy
burden on cardiovascular

healthcare systems
Dr. Mitendra Singh Yadav

Cardlalogiet worldwide. People with obesity are

more likely to develop heart disease,
stroke, and heart failure, leading to frequent hospital visits
and long-term treatment. Obesity complicates medical
procedures and increases recovery time after cardiac events.
It also raises healthcare costs due to the need for ongoing
medications and monitoring. Preventing and managing
obesity can reduce this burden significantly. Promoting
healthy lifestyles, early screening, and patient education are
essential steps in reducing cardiovascular complications and
improving healthcare outcomes for individuals and

communities.

WORLD OBESITY DAY

|'(®

iabetes has emerged as one of India's most

serious public health challenges, affecting all

age groups, including children and young adults.

Over the past 25 years, its prevalence has risen sharply

due to rapid urbanisation, unhealthy dietary patterns,

Dr. Himika Chawla J| physical inactivity, and increasing obesity—especially

Endocrinologist abdominal obesity. India now accounts for nearly 17% of

the global diabetes burden, with numbers expected to

rise further in the coming decades. Genetic susceptibility,

combined with lifestyle changes and central fat accumulation, makes Indians more

prone to insulin resistance and early-onset type 2 diabetes. Urgent preventive

strategies focusing on healthy diets, regular physical activity,and early screening are
essential to curb this growing epidemic.

QusNo

Research for Better Medicines

besity is the most powerful risk factor for type 2

diabetes, surpassing both genetic predisposition

and lifestyle factors. Long-term population

studies show that people with obesity have nearly a six-

Dr. Chhavi Agarwal fold higher risk of developing type 2 diabetes mellitus

compared with those of normal weight, while even

overweightindividuals face a substantially increased risk.

Importantly, this elevated risk persists even among

individuals with low genetic risk and healthy lifestyles. Although genetics and

lifestyle influence diabetes risk, excess body fat remains the dominant driver

through its effects on insulin resistance and metabolism. Effective weight

management is therefore central to preventing type 2 diabetes across all risk
groups.

Endocrinologist

HOW A PLANT-FORWARD DIET (EAT-LANCET DIET) HELPS CHILDREN BEAT ABDOMINAL OBESITY

address this problem while also supporting environmental sustainability. In children and adolescents with abdominal obesity, a structured

( hildhood obesity is increasing globally, raising serious health concerns. New research shows that intensive lifestyle interventions can help

program combining a moderately calorie-restricted Mediterranean diet with nutrition education significantly improved adherence to the

EAT-Lancet plant-forward diet. This led to meaningful reductions in body weight, body mass index, and waist circumference, along with overall health

Dr.PriyamvadhaTyagi i improvements. The findings highlight that promoting healthy, plant-based eating habits early in life can effectively reduce obesity risk while

Endocrinologist

DIABETES

anaging type 2 diabetes and obesity requires

more than medication—it calls for a

personalized, integrative approach. Research
highlights the combined role of functional foods, gut
microbiota, and genetics in improving metabolic health.
Functional foods, like fiber, polyphenols, and omega-3s,
enhance insulin sensitivity, regulate blood sugar, reduce
inflammation, and support heart health. A balanced gut
microbiome, supported by probiotics and prebiotics, improves metabolism, lowers
toxins, and aids organ function. Nutrigenomics and nutrigenetics allow diets
tailored to an individual's genes, optimizing responses to food. Together, these
strategies offer a sustainable, holisticapproach to preventing and managing obesity
and diabetes.

Dr. Ajay Aggarwal
Endocrinologist

WORKPLACE STRATEGIES TO REDUCE OBESITY RISK

besity affects nearly one in five people in India, with workplace lifestyles—long hours, sedentary
jobs, poor sleep, stress, and reliance on high-calorie convenience foods—exacerbating the
problem. Corporates can play a key role in prevention by promoting supportive, practical wellness

encouraging diets that benefit both human health and the planet.

new class of diabetes medicines called dual
incretin therapiesis helping people control blood
sugar and lose weight at the same time. One
medicine, Tirzepatide, is taken as a weekly injection and
has been shown to lower long-term blood sugar (HbA1c)
and help people lose 5-12 kg (10-26 |bs). These drugs
work by helping the body release insulin, reduce sugar
production in the liver, slow digestion, and make you feel full, so you naturally eat
less. Some people may have mild stomach issues at first. For those with type 2
diabetes and overweight, this treatment is a promising new option that addresses
both blood sugarand weight.

Dr. Saket Kant
Endocrinologist

Research for Better Medicines
Presents

SeeMe@Best

strategies. Effective measures include improving nutrition through healthier cafeteria options, portion
control, hydration, and FSSAl's “Eat Right Campus” initiatives. Physical activity can be encouraged via
standing desks, walking paths, active commuting, short movement breaks, and on-site fitness programs.

Dr. Pawan Goel
Endocrinologist

MODIFICA
FIRST LINE OF DEFENCI

ifestyle modification is the cornerstone of

managing overweight and obesity, aiming for a

5-10% weight loss in six months. It combines a

balanced diet, healthy eating habits, and regular

exercise. Diet should include vegetables, fruits, lean

Dr.Dhanender Sahu || proteins, whole grains, and low-fat dairy, while

Endocrinologist limiting processed, high-calorie foods and sugary

drinks. Healthy habits involve portion control, mindful

eating, meal planning, and prioritizing protein and

fiber. Regular physical activity, including low-impact exercises like walking,

swimming, and yoga, helps burn calories, build muscle, and improve heart and

lung health. Small daily activity changes further support weight management
and overall health

Cultural and environmental changes, such as leadership participation, peer support, health coaching,
screenings, and stress management practices, further enhance workplace obesity prevention.

OBESITY, IN

besity often leads to insulin resistance, a

condition where the body does not respond

properly to insulin. This causes blood sugar
levels to rise and increases the risk of type 2 diabetes.
Insulin resistance also damages blood vessels and
promotes inflammation, which contributes to heart
disease. People with obesity and insulin resistance
commonly have high blood pressure and abnormal
cholesterol levels, further increasing cardiovascular
risk. These changes can occur silently over time. Weight reduction through
lifestyle changes improves insulin sensitivity, lowers blood sugar, and reduces
strain on the heart. Managing obesity early helps prevent diabetes and protects
cardiovascular health.

Dr. Madhur Jain
Cardiologist

OBESITY AND HEART FAILURE: AN EMERGING EPIDEMIC

eart failure occurs when the heart cannot pump blood effectively to meet the body's needs. Obesity significantly increases the risk

of developing heart failure. Excess weight forces the heart to work harder, leading to structural and functional changes over time.

Obesity also contributes to high blood pressure, diabetes, and inflammation, which further weaken the heart. Symptoms may

Dr. Sanjay Sharma
Cardiologist

METABO!
AND olljee] |

besity causes several harmful metabolic

changes that increase the risk of

cardiovascular disease. Excess body fat

disrupts how the body handles sugar and fats, leading

to high blood sugar, abnormal cholesterol levels, and

Dr. Amit Pendharkar fl insulin resistance. These changes damage blood

Cardiologist vessels and increase inflammation, making heart

disease more likely. Obesity also raises blood pressure,

further stressing the heart and arteries. Over time,

these metabolic problems increase the risk of heart attack, stroke, and heart

failure. Many people may not feel symptoms in the early stages. Managing body

weight through healthy eating, regular physical activity, and medical guidance
canimprove metabolism and reduce cardiovascular complications.

include shortness of breath, fatigue, and swelling in the legs. As obesity rates rise globally, obesity-related heart failure is becoming more

common. Weight management, healthy lifestyle habits, and early medical care can reduce the riskand improve heart outcomes.

WHY OBESITY INCREASES THE
RISK OF HEART ATTACK

besity increases the risk of heart attack by

worsening several heart-related risk factors.

Excess body fat raises blood pressure,
cholesterol, and blood sugar levels, all of which
damage coronary arteries. Obesity also causes
inflammation and promotes blood clot formation,
increasing the chance of artery blockage. Over time,
reduced blood flow to the heart can result in chest
pain or heart attack. Many individuals may not notice warning signs until a
major event occurs. Losing weight, even modestly, improves blood pressure
and cholesterol levels and lowers the risk of heart attack. Healthy lifestyle
choices play akey rolein heartattack prevention.

Dr. Nishant Verma
Cardiologist

Know Your
NUMBERS
Hal Zarooti

— A Patient Awareness Initiative —

iabetes and obesity
together increase the risk

Dr. Aishwariya Krishna Murthy of chronic wounds and

Endocrinologist serious foot complications.
Conditions like diabetic foot ulcers,
peripheral neuropathy, peripheral artery disease, Charcot
arthropathy, and infections are worsened by obesity, which
increases foot pressure, impairs circulation, and slows
healing. Delayed wound healing is caused by inflammation,
impaired cellular function, oxygen deficits, and nutritional
deficiencies. Prevention and management include weight
control, blood sugar management, regular foot inspection,
daily washing and moisturizing, proper nail care, pressure
relief, and wearing well-fitted shoes. Multidisciplinary care
with prompt treatment of wounds and specialized dressings
reduces complicationsand amputationrisk.

motional eating — eating in

Dr. Rebecca Shweta Glandwin response to stress, sadness,

Endocrinologist or anxiety — is common,
especially among people with
overweight or obesity, and is linked to serious metabolic
consequences, including type 2 diabetes. Studies show it
leads to higher calorie intake, poor nutrient balance, weight
gain, and elevated BMI. Psychological stress, poor emotion
regulation, and altered hormonal signals like insulin, leptin,
and cortisol contribute to this behavior. In people with
diabetes, emotional eating worsens blood sugar control and
metabolic health. Experts emphasize addressing both
psychological and physical factors to prevent obesity, poor

glucose control, and related metabolic diseases.

A DANGE
COMBINATION

therosclerosis is a

condition where fatty

Dr. Sandeep Kaushal

deposits build up inside
Cardiologist

arteries, reducing blood flow.

Obesity accelerates this process by
increasing bad cholesterol, lowering good cholesterol, and
causing inflammation. These changes damage artery walls
and promote plaque formation. Obesity also worsens blood
pressure and blood sugar levels, further speeding up artery
blockage. Over time, atherosclerosis can lead to heart attack,
stroke, or sudden cardiac death. Many people may remain
symptom-free until serious complications occur. Maintaining
a healthy weight through lifestyle changes can slow
atherosclerosis progression and significantly reduce

cardiovascularrisk.

OBESITY AND THROMBOTIC
RISK IMPLICATIONS FOR STROKE

besity increases the risk
of blood clots, a condition
known as thrombosis.

Dr. Vivek Gupta Excess body fat alters blood

Cardiologist composition, making it thicker and
more likely to clot. Obesity also
increases inflammation and damages blood vessel lining,
further raising clot risk. When a clot blocks blood flow to the
brain, it can cause an ischemic stroke. Obesity-related
conditions such as high blood pressure, diabetes, and high
cholesterol further increase this risk. Many individuals may
not experience warning signs before a stroke occurs. Weight
management, regular physical activity, and control of
cardiovascular risk factors help reduce thrombotic risk and

protect brainand heart health.

"This is a patient awareness initiative by MSN labs. The views and opinions expressed here are based on the expertise of the doctors and is not endorsed by MSN labs. Reader's are advised to seek to necessary medical advice from a qualified medical practitioner.”

"This is a patient awareness initiative by MSN labs. The views and opinions expressed here are based on the expertise of the doctors and is not endorsed by MSN labs. Reader's are advised to seek to necessary medical advice from a qualified medical practitioner.”
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I'd rather take coffee than compliments just now - Louisa May Alcott

CRAETICREMANCLIOU
The new
== language of
! IR l \ India’s coffee
P lovers
22 e

30%

Top players’
collective market
share (2025)

Y

INDIAN
MARKET

250-
X300
crore

India’s coffee
machine market
size, growing
at over15%
annually

4.2-4.5
lakh
units

Machines sold
last year, up from
1.8 lakh in 2019

20,000 |
machines |
Premium coffee

machines sold
locally every year

In De’Longhi's Taika Wai 2
campaign, Brad Pitt makes a
cappuccino as a wry voiceover riffs
on effortless espresso

Image generated by Al; for representational purposes only

offee is no longer

just a quick caffeine

fix - it's becoming a
wellness ritual. Across the
world, functional coffee, a
new generation of brews,
designed to deliver added
nutritional benefits, is
slowly taking over the
mind of coffee lovers.
One question that is mak-
ing rounds: What more
can my coffee do for me?

INTERNATIONAL
MARKET SIZE

2025

$8 billion

(approx ¥724,611,600,000)

2026 (estimated)

Source: The Economic
Times

‘Premium coffee

ndia’s brew-at-home coffee boom is in full swing, and

oEme what began at cafés and beverage festivals has i i The answer lies in drinks
58 4 b!l il@n I evolved into a movement for javaphiles. As a result, machines require infsed withipratein, cal
. demand for at-home machines have surged - from Pl'em m lagen and MCT oils,
(approx ¥760,842,180,000) one-touch automatics to hands-on manual brewers. care and transforming the every-

Enthusiasts now obsess over single-origin beans,
precision grinders and the merits of French

day cup of coffee into
something that supports

2035 forecast maintenance’

H I H resses versus semi-automatic setups. It's f i
$1 1 egbll I I On : no longer just about caffeine. It's gbout :'f.'ieci?:;:i‘:;ei'nsist el Agencies
(approx ¥1,077,859,755,000) control, crz:jft and elevating the is only the startiné
CAGR (2026-2035): 4% everyday cup. i ihi .
(Source: Glibul Market Ins?ghts ) Eﬁ's',',:e';"s':,':,: c‘:‘;ﬁéq Why it'sa
owns a Profitec Pro smarter sip to
—— ' I ‘ . 700 (%3 lakh), says,

Luxe coffee machines are “The quality of the start your day

beans, water and
the grinder matter as
much as the coffee
machine being use: \
High-end equipment
also require premium  §
care. Shikhar Pattani,
founder of Roastery

now becoming a status symbol’

Coffee machines from brands like Nivona, Smeg and
De'Longhi are becoming status symbols, say
experts. Industry estimates put India’s coffee
machine market at around %250 to ¥300 crore,
growing at over 15% annually. According to

The Economic Times, most sales still come from

MORE ENERGY, LESS
CRASH: Caffeine which

is known to enhance
alertness, when paired with
ingredients such as protein,
the release of energy can

entry- to mid-segment machines priced under Coltore notes help avoid sudden spike
215,000, but the premium end is catching u'l,;ome T often CIZS?CII(OtEd with
sugary drinks.

up fast. Coffee machine suppliers offer
machines with a price range from ¥79,000
to ¥2,49,000. Monish Munshaw, founder
of Coffeeworkz, a supplier of high-end
coffee machines, says, "The post-
pandemic boost in demand for coffee
machines for homes was something
which was unprecedented. Most
machines prepare a cappuccino at
the press of a button. They grind beans,
brew coffee and heat and foam cold milk
as per your choice for a creamy cappuccino -
allin about a minute”

usually require higher
maintenance as these
may face issues with
spare parts aftera
few years. It helps
if the machines are
bought from local or
national distributors,
with good service
penetration in the state
or city.”

BUILT-IN NUTRITION: Many
functional coffees now
contain added nutrients
like protein and vitamins,
which allow the morning
cup to double as a quick
nutritional boost.

A Nivona
coffee
machine

‘Having a coffee machine helps me

PREP YOUR
experiment with new recipes’ aox

Home machines

usually require
higher maintenance as
these may face issues

My machine is a

built-in bean-to-
cup model, offering
multiple brews at the

Brew a fresh cup
of your favourite
coffee or prepare

Dinamica Plus (%1 lakh), sees it as both passion a cold brew for a

Owning a coffee machine, aficionados
and practicality. “I run a luxury coffee catering

say, unlocks the world in a cup. Mihir Dave,

I

touch of a button. I'd g btf:;ine;sm;g gvho ir\(estetll- 23 Iu‘I‘(h ina brand, Soléne, c’:nd having a n}u:hine help"s me with spare parts after a ;""D"stxe’t““e
rofitec Pro , explains, “Limited optionsat  experiment with new recipes. It fit naturally .

always wanted one tha,t local cafés pushed me toward home brewing.  into my studio life and coffee journey.” few years. It helps if the NUTRITIONAL

could recreate the café Once | saw the machines available, there was For Rahul Jangir, the draw was control. machines are bOUghf BOOST

Stir in a scoop of protein
powder, collagen
peptides, or a teaspoon
of MCT oil depending on
your wellness goals.

He bought a Budan Espresso Machine for
25,000 to have “full access” to the process.
“There's a unique satisfaction in rebooting a
tired brain with a cup you brewed yourself,
exactly the way you like it

no turning back. My dual-boiler model with an
E61 group head offers temperature stability

from local or national

distributors
- Shikhar Pattani, founder of
Roastery Culture

experience at home

- Parth S Shah, who owns a premium
machine from the Swedish brand
Asko that costs around ¥4.5 lakh

and heat settings based on roast level. It gives
me the exact taste | want,” he says.
Saloni Mehta, who owns a De’Longhi

[
-

Power up your
daily brew with
functional coffee

What is
functional coffee

Functional coffee blends
the bold flavour of
traditional coffee with
ingredients designed to
promote health benefits.
These additions may
include protein for
sustained energy and
muscle recovery, collagen
for skin and joint health, or
medium-chain triglycerides
(MCTs) that help support
metabolism and improve
mental focus.

GLOW WITH COLLAGEN:
Collagen has become

a popular addition to
coffee routines. Known for
supporting skin elasticity,
hair strength, collagen
creamers blend easily
into coffee.

Elevate your morning
brew with these tips

TIME IT RIGHT

Functional coffee can
work well as a morning
energiser, a pre-workout
drink or an afternoon
focus booster.

Believe it or uot! 'S5 :
N \§: &

_ Pics: Lokesh Kashyap
oli is not just a festival of colours; it is a celebration of
India’s civilisational strength, our democratic spirit,
y and the victory of truth and righteousness,” said
‘}\ , Vijender Gupta, at the Holi Milan held on Wednesday:

’ nring,tl;
ot everyone needs four walls to feelathome  Ljfe on the 3l of Colours,
- sometimes four wheels will do just fine. " i
For 22-year-old Seth from Nashville, home ~ OP €N road

is wherever his pickup truck is parked. Instead of
settling into a traditional house, the young adven-
turer built a tiny home worth $3,000 on the back of
his truck and set off across America with his dog,
Stella. “I'm building a tiny home on the back of my
truck so I can live rent-free and travel around the
country,” Seth told his 4,50,000 social media follow-
ers in a viral video. — Compiled by Utsa Ganguly

For Seth, the nomadic
lifestyle comes with thrills,
chills and unforgettable
stories. “Once | woke up to
a bear sniffing around the
outside of the camper in
Alaska. That was terrifying
and unforgettable.”

Wheels over waills

Seth began the DIY project in January 2025, transforming the 4-foot-
wide bed of his 2003 Ford Ranger into a snug, insulated space made of
plywood. “I decided to take the leap to chase freedom and adventure
over a year ago now,” he said to What'’s The Jam. He upgraded to a 1995
Ford F-250 with a camper attached - and the road life continues.

of Chile, at the”
V Holi festivities

A celebration of colour, culture & camaraderie

M Riaz Hamidullah, High
Commissioner of Bangladesh

Philip Green, Australian
High Commissioner




Part of show business is magic. You don't know how it happens - sammy Davis Jr

I'm eternally surprise

| ::‘[lqt fllmmakers keep

In a recent interview,
Timothee Chalamet
called Christian Bale
‘the GOAT

‘I'm kind of loving

it because you're
calling me the GOAT
of cinema’

Timothee and | worked together in
Hostiles (2017), and he had a scene
out in the desert. It was like three
o'clock in the morning. | didn’t know
anything about Timothee then.
Suddenly there’s this kid, he was 20
at the time, and he did this uqumg
1 sat there think

g, |
who is this guy? And the scene got |
cut crazily from the film. ButIcould |
see at that point that he's very, very |
special, and obviously, he knows 1
what he's talking about if he says, i
I'm the GOAT (smiles). i

o4

sense of adventure, the sense of wanting to
live life to the full and that'’s exactly the
attraction that Frank comes to have for the
bride, because she’s unlike anyone he’s

CONTINUED FROM /1 The Bride is not a rom-com.

That's what | was alluding to is

Your last visit to India was quite
o that I've rarely found a rom-com to

I Christian
interesting. Tell us about some

Bale

SHOWBIZ

memories from that trip
I have such good memories of being in
Mumbai. We had a great family trip all
across India in 2018. We had a wonderful
chat back then, too. From Delhi, my fam
drove to Agra, then Jaipur and finally
Mumbai. Before that, we were in Rajasthan
for some of the shooting of The Dark
Knight Rises back in 2011.
I remember you telling me how love
stories don't fascinate you. You had said,
‘I don't really care to see romance in films.
Of all the films, they interest me the least'.
What made you change your mind for
The Bride? At its heart, it is a love story
between the monster and his bride
Nothing has changed. I still find romance
inm rather dull, but this ain’t that.
The Bride is not arom-com. That’s what I
was alluding to is that I've rarely found a
rom-com to be romantic or comedic,
whereas this is a whole different thi
This is like a love story out of hell. This is
ngeance. It’s a love
ed at full throttle, dialled up to
on per cent. So, it's a whole
different thing. In fact, when I first read it,
the words love story never even occurred

be romantic or comedic, whereas
this is a whole different thing. This is
like a love story out of hell. This is a

love story with a vengeance

to me. This was just a meeting of two
absolutely beautifully insane people,
who are seeking out the truth and are
being given a second chance, and that’s
what really drew me to the film.

Off screen, you're one of the most
good-looking actors, but for your
roles, you often alter your face and
body in ways that are far from
being conventionally attractive. In
The Bride, your character is
ostracised because of the way he
looks. Do you think the world
tends to judge people too much
based on their looks?

T am good looking? You are a liar!
(laughs). I mean, of course, beauty

is beauty, I know that, but attracti

ever met before. She becomes the centre of
his universe.
Your film, The Prestige (2006), was
adapted in India (Dhoom 3). Will we see
you working in an Indian film or perhaps,
collaborating with an Indian filmmaker?
I don’t have any plans for it. I have zero
y about anything to do with my
rything as it
eternally surprised
that filmmaker: keep hiring me, but
yeah, if that ends up, and if there'sa
great story, [ would absolutely
hat. I'm alv eally
annoying to many directors who I
work with because I haven’t seen
any of their films. I don’t see the
films of other actors that I work
with. It just doesn’t seem to happen
for me lately. I have seen Indian
films, but I haven't seen anything
for quite a long time. I'm going to
really kick myself, but there was a
really wonderful film with Indian
actors that I saw just a year ago and
Iwatched it twice in a row because I
loved it so much. But silly me, I can’t
even remember the name of the film.
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Harry Styles says
Liam Payne’s death
- made him rethink life

Harry Styles and Liam Payne
from their One Direction days

arry Styles has said
the death of his for-
mer One Direction

bqndm'ite Liam Payne made
hink his life.
ing to DJ Zane Lowe
on his show while discuss-
ing the influences behind
his upcoming fourth album

casionally, the singer re-
ﬂectP on the impact of

moment for me, in terms of
taking a look at my life and
being able to say to myself:

‘OK, what do I want to do

with my life? How do I want
to live my life?” And I think
the greatest
honour
pass aw. ing your
life to the fullest
Payne died in October
2024 at the age of 31 after
ing from a hotel balcony
in Argentina. Styles and
Payne rose to global fame as
members of One Direction,
alongside Niall Horan, Lou-
is Tomlinson and Zayn Ma-
lik. The bandmates later re-
united at Payne’s funeral.
Styles said he st nds it
i 11t to speak about
Payne’s death, calling him a
“super special person.”
TNN

Hasee Toh Phasee
to re-release in
theatres after12yrs

idharth Malhotra and
Parineeti Chopra’s ro-
mantic comedy Ha-
see Toh Phasee is all set to
return to the big screen
’s the latest film
to join the ongoing
trend of noatalg)c re-re-
leases in Indi
mas. The m:
posted the an-
nouncement on
social media
on Thursday.
The 2014
film will give
fans a chance
to revisit the
quirky love sto-

ry nearly 12 years after its
original theatrical run.TNN

PIYUSH MISHRA
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